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Claim(s) not searched:
11-17

Claim(s) searched completely:
1-10

Reason for the Timitation of the search:

Claims 11-17 relate to proteins encoded by teh nucleic acids of claims
1-10, or other nucleic acids encoding those same proteins. On page 38, in
line 28, the applicant states clearly that no apparent ORF could be
identified in these sequences. Furthermore, no protein sequences are
provided. It is therefore so unclear, unsupported (Art.84 EPC) and not
disclosed in a manner enabling to the person of average skill in the art
(Art.83 EPC) that these claims cannot be searched at all in a meaningful
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which

claims fees have been paid, hamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1,14 completely and claims 7,8,10-13,15-17 partially

Nucleic acid comprising at least about 500 nucleotides with
at least about 97% identity to SEQ.ID.7 or its complement.

2. claims: 2-4 completely and claims 7-10-13,15-17 partially

Nucleic acid comprising at least about 700 nucleotides with
at least about 70% identity to nucleotides 1-727 of SEQ.ID.8
or its complement.

3. claims: 5, 6 completely and claims 7-10-13,15-17 partially

Nucleic acid comprising at least about 700 nucleotides with
at least about 75% identity to nucleotides 1-2526 of
SEQ.ID.9 or its complement.
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For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

10



	bibliography
	search report

