
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

08
1 

21
4

A
1

��&����������
(11) EP 2 081 214 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
22.07.2009 Bulletin 2009/30

(21) Application number: 08100652.0

(22) Date of filing: 18.01.2008

(51) Int Cl.:
H01J 61/36 (2006.01) H01J 61/82 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL NO PL PT 
RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA MK RS

(71) Applicant: Flowil International Lighting 
(HOLDING) B.V.
1097 JB  Amsterdam (NL)

(72) Inventors:  
• Hooker, James D.

3200 Aarschot (BE)

• Schaaf, Walter
3290 Diest (BE)

• Vlekken, Carlo
3545 Halen (BE)

• Geens, Rudy
3550 Heusen-Zolder (BE)

(74) Representative: Zech, Stefan Markus
Meissner, Bolte & Partner GbR 
Postfach 86 06 24
81633 München (DE)

(54) Electrode unit high pressure discharge lamp

(57) A combined cermet rod and electrode unit (10)
for use in a high pressure discharge lamp (1) comprising
a cermet rod (11) for connection at its distal end (14) to
an electrode tip (2) of the high pressure discharge lamp,

and a current supply electrode (12) for forming an elec-
trical connection with the cermet rod. The current supply
electrode is formed with a hollow tubular section (13)
which is positioned around a proximal end of the cermet
rod (15) in physical and electrical contact therewith.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of high
pressure discharge lamps, and in particular to electrodes
for connecting electrical power through to the discharge
tip of such a lamp.
[0002] Many different forms of electric lamp are well
known, and these range from simple incandescent lamps
which produce light as a result of current flowing through
a high resistance coil, to other designs wherein electric
current is passed through a gas which in turn produces
a light discharge. The present invention is particularly
related to high pressure discharge lamps, typically those
utilising one of the halide vapours. By passing a current
through a halide gas rich atmosphere, electron transi-
tions in the atoms of the gas lead to a variety of different
wavelengths of light to be omitted.
[0003] It is common for high pressure discharge lamps
of the type relevant for the current invention to be made
from a ceramic material, as these have advantageous
properties for housing the halide gases as well as for
providing the required electrical isolation of the current
passing through the gas. Further, when current flows
through the lamp, parts of the lamp tend to become hot;
ceramic materials are well known for having good resil-
ience to such high temperatures and are desirable ma-
terials. With the use of ceramic tubes for holding the hal-
ide gases, it become necessary to provide a means by
which an electrical current can be passed into the bulb
of the ceramic lamp, and in particular to a discharge elec-
trode tip therein. Normally, two discharge electrode tips
are placed within the bulb of a discharge lamp, and the
electrical discharge from one tip passes through the gas
to the other tip to the electrical circuit.
[0004] Typically, at the ends of the ceramic discharge
tube are provided two channels with a central bore there-
through, along which the electrical connection is provid-
ed. These extensions, or protruding plugs, provide a con-
duit through which an electrically conductive medium can
be placed in order to transfer current from a current
source through to the electric discharge tips. It is further
advantageous to utilise a cermet material for providing
the electrical connection along the bore of the protruding
plug, as this material generally has similar temperature
expansion properties as the ceramic discharge tube.
That is, as the tube is in use and it heats up, if a cermet
rod is used as the electric connection through to the dis-
charge electrode tip, it will generally expand and contract
in the same manner as the ceramic discharge tube. This
is particularly advantageous as the protruding plugs on
the tube tend to be quite delicate, and if the electrode
were to expand at a greater rate or to a greater degree
than the protruding plug, this could cause damage to the
protruding plug and tube.
[0005] Utilising a cermet rod in a protruding plug of a
discharge lamp does have advantageous properties, but
leads to further difficulties. It is necessary to provide a
metallic connection to the outside of the lamp for con-

nection of the driving electronic unit to the lamp itself. It
is possible to weld metallic electrode materials to the cer-
met rod, unfortunately this has a significant drawback of
leading to embrittlement of the material, which impacts
on the resilience of the lamp in general. Several prior art
techniques have attempted to overcome this problem in
a variety of different ways. For example, in EP 0 587 238,
a weld is made between the metallic electrode and the
cermet rod, and this weld is then housed within the pro-
truding plug of the discharge lamp. Whilst housing the
weld within the protruding plug region reduces the
chance of breakage of the brittle cermet rod, it is not
desirable to have a metal material within the protruding
plug. As has been discussed above, the protruding plugs
at the ends of discharge lamps are generally quite deli-
cate in themselves, and the inclusion of a metal material
as an electrode leads to damage if the metal becomes
too hot and expands to rapidly. Further, this metal elec-
trode is generally held within a seal at the end of the
protruding plug to enclose the atmosphere within the bulb
itself, and again seal failure can occur if the metal elec-
trode expands too much or too rapidly. Also the seal
length must be long, resulting in increased lamp length.
[0006] A further technique has been proposed in Jap-
anese Patent Application No. 2001292763. In this appli-
cation, the weld between the metallic electrode and the
cermet rod is not held within the protruding plug of the
lamp. Rather, the weld is outside of the protruding plug,
and a further additional reinforcing member is placed at
the end of the protruding plug over the weld region. Again,
it is necessary to properly seal the whole region at the
end of the protruding plug, which includes the region be-
tween the reinforcing member and the end of the cermet
rod and the metallic electrode. Once more, this means
an increased lamp length and the seal is present around
the metallic part of the electrode, which when the lamp
is in use, can lead to failure. Further, this technique of
protecting the weld joint is extremely complex, in that it
requires the provision of the further reinforcing member.
[0007] The present invention is proposed in order to
overcome the difficulties associated with connecting be-
tween a metallic material and the cermet rod, and the
embrittlement of the cermet rod which occurs as a result
of a weld. Further, the current invention provides for a
simple structure which has the added advantage of being
able to locate the discharge electrode tip at the precise
desired position within the bulb region of the lamp. The
above problems as well as further advantages are
achieved in the present invention by means of a com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit as given in claim 1.
This combined cermet rod and electrode unit comprises
a cermet rod which is for connecting to an electrode tip
at its distal end for use in a high pressure discharge lamp.
Further, at the proximal end of the cermet rod, a current
supply electrode is electrically connected in order to allow
ready electrical connection to the cermet rod for an ex-
ternal current source. The current supply electrode is
generally structured to include a hollow tubular section
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which is positioned over and around the proximal end of
the cermet rod, and in particular is in both physical and
electrical contact therewith.
[0008] Preferably, the current supply electrode has a
hollow tubular section which has an internal diameter
which is approximately equal to the external diameter of
the cermet rod. This will obviously facilitate the connec-
tion between the current supply electrode and the cermet
rod, by giving a close fit once the electrode is slid over
the proximal end of the cermet rod. Further, it is possible
to fix together the cermet rod and the supply electrode
by means of a weld joint at the very proximal end of the
cermet rod. By positioning the weld joint at the very end
of the cermet rod, and having more of the supply elec-
trode extending along the outer surface of the cermet rod
therefrom, the embrittled region of the cermet rod is in-
herently strengthened by means of the current supply
electrode. Further, it is only the very end part of the cermet
rod which is embrittled, and much of the current supply
electrode is still in contact with the cermet rod which is
not embrittled.
[0009] It is possible to provide the current supply elec-
trode contacted with the cermet rod without the provision
of a weld joint. In this case, the current supply electrode
is provided with a hollow tubular section, the internal di-
ameter of which is smaller than the external diameter of
the cermet rod. If the hollow tubular section of the current
supply electrode is slid over the end of the cermet rod,
clearly the compressional forces of the smaller tubular
section will lead to a tight frictional fit with the cermet rod.
The simplest method of achieving this, is to increase the
current supply electrode in temperature with respect to
the cermet rod and cause the current supply electrode
to expand, and then slide the cermet rod through the
hollow tubular section. As the current supply electrode
cools, it will clearly contract around the proximal end of
the cermet rod therefore holding the two together. This
obviously leads to a good electrical connection, and
avoids the embrittlement of the cermet rod as no weld
has occurred.
[0010] It is further possible to provide the end of the
hollow tubular section of the current supply electrode with
a flared section which facilitates the sliding of the cermet
rod within the hollow tubular section.
[0011] Further advantageously, the external diameter
of the hollow tubular section of the current supply elec-
trode can be made to be greater than the internal diam-
eter of the bore of the protruding plug of the discharge
lamp. If the external diameter of the current supply elec-
trode is greater than the bore diameter, it will not be pos-
sible to slide the metallic part within the bore of the pro-
truding plug, and therefore the disadvantages of having
a metallic material within the ceramic protruding plug are
overcome. Further, this inherently leads to a positioning
characteristic, in that it will be known how far the cermet
rod and discharge electrode tip fastened at the distal end
thereof extend from the end of the current supply elec-
trode, and this can be used to exactly position the elec-

trode tip within the internal bulb of the discharge lamp.
[0012] It is possible to form the current supply elec-
trode by a simple rolled sheet of conductor to give a hol-
low tubular section. A further preferable design is to use
a strip of conductor which is folded around the cermet
rod to form the hollow tubular section. The two ends of
the conductor which extend away from the cermet rod
can then be fastened together by any known means, for
example a weld. This design of supply electrode leads
to a solid positioning system, as the extended conductor
section will clearly not fit within the bore of the protruding
plug.
[0013] Further designs for the current supply electrode
include a coiled conductive wire. This coiled conductive
wire could either be welded or frictionally fit to the prox-
imal end of the cermet rod as desired. The advantage of
having a coiled wire is that any contact with this current
wire causing it to move, will merely cause the wire to
bend rather than transmitting the force to the cermet rod.
[0014] Further preferably, as has been discussed
somewhat above, it is advantageous that the cermet rod
is of a known length such that when the cermet rod and
current supply electrode are formed into the combined
cermet rod and electrode unit and the discharge elec-
trode tip is directly or with insertion of an additional con-
ductive member attached to the distal end of the cermet
rod, this will fit appropriately through the protruding plug
of the discharge lamp to exactly position the electrode
tip within the internal bulb.
[0015] Preferably, the distal end of the cermet rod is
provided with an appropriate abutment surface, to which
the electrode tip can be readily attached. It is expected
that the electrode tip will simply be welded to the distal
end of the cermet rod, as this particular weld will be well
protected within the lamp itself.
[0016] The above problems are further solved by the
higher pressure discharge lamp as described in claim
10. This lamp comprises a ceramic discharge tube which
generally forms an internal bulb region. The ceramic dis-
charge tube is also provided with at least one extension
in the form of protruding plug, wherein a bore is present
through the middle thereof connecting the internal bulb
of the lamp to the exterior. Within the bore of the protrud-
ing plug is placed the combined cermet rod and electrode
unit as described above. In particular, the combined unit
is positioned such that the supply electrode abuts to the
end of the protruding plug, and only the cermet rod and
discharge electrode tip attached to the distal end thereof
are within the bore of the protruding plug. Further, this
leads to the discharge electrode tip being located exactly
in the desired position of the internal bulb region of the
discharge lamp.
[0017] In a possible, optional embodiment the unit may
comprise an additional conductive member between the
cermet rod and the electric tip.
[0018] It is preferable for the combined cermet rod and
electrode unit to be held within the bore of the protruding
plug by means of an airtight frit glass seal. This clearly
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leads to the internal volume of the lamp being sealed to
stop escape of the enclosed materials.
[0019] Preferably, the external diameter of the current
supply electrode in the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit is greater than the internal diameter of the bore
in the protruding plug. This means that it is not possible
for the current supply electrode to be positioned within
the bore of the protruding plug, thereby giving the desired
positioning characteristics of the combined unit.
[0020] A method of making the combined cermet rod
and electrode unit is presented in claim 15. This begins
by provision of a cermet rod of desired length and diam-
eter. The current supply electrode is provided with a hol-
low tubular section, and this is slid over the proximal end
of the cermet rod. The size of the hollow tubular section
is such that it will lead to a physical and electrical contact
with the proximal end of the cermet rod.
[0021] A preferable method of attaching the supply
electrode to the cermet rod is by means of providing the
hollow tubular section with an internal diameter approx-
imately the same as the external diameter of the cermet
rod. Upon sliding the current supply electrode over the
proximal end of the cermet rod a weld can be performed
at the very proximal end of the cermet rod to hold the unit
together.
[0022] A further mechanism by which the unit can be
manufactured, is by providing a current supply electrode
in which the hollow tubular section has an internal diam-
eter less than the diameter of the cermet rod. By heating
the current supply electrode, the material will generally
expand. After this expansion, the hollow tubular section
is slid over the end of the cermet rod, and after cooling
it will grip the proximal end of the cermet rod. This leads
to a good frictional fit between the supply electrode and
the cermet rod, but avoids the necessity of providing a
weld therebetween.
[0023] A method of forming a discharge lamp is given
in claim 19. This begins by forming the combined cermet
and electrode unit as disclosed above. The discharge
electrode tip of the lamp is then attached to the distal end
of the cermet rod in the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit. Numerous methods exist for attaching the dis-
charge electrode tip, and for example a simple weld step
is acceptable. A ceramic discharge tube is formed where-
in at least one protruding plug with a bore leading through
to the internal region of the bulb is provided. The com-
bined cermet rod and current supply electrode is then
thread through the bore of the protruding plug such that
only the cermet rod and discharge electrode tip are within
the protruding plug and lamp. The current supply elec-
trode remains outside the bore of the protruding plug.
[0024] In order to seal the entire unit, a frit seal can be
made at the end of the protruding plug, so as to keep the
combined cermet rod and supply electrode in place.
[0025] During the manufacture of the combined cermet
rod and electrode unit, the external diameter of the cur-
rent supply electrode is chosen so as to be larger than
the internal diameter of the bore of the protruding plug.

This clearly means that the current supply electrode can-
not be threaded into the bore of the protruding plug.
[0026] Figure 1 shows one example of the end of a
discharge lamp, wherein the combined cermet rod and
current supply electrode are shown. In this example, the
supply electrode is welded to the cermet rod and extends
beyond the proximal end of the cermet rod.
[0027] Figure 2 shows a very similar design to that of
Figure 1, however the current supply electrode does not
extend beyond the end of the cermet rod.
[0028] Figures 3a and 3b show two views of another
example of the current supply electrode. The current sup-
ply electrode here is shown as a strip of conductor which
is bent around the proximal end of the cermet rod.
[0029] Figure 4 shows an example wherein the hollow
tubular section of the current supply electrode is smaller
than the cermet rod, and has been frictionally fitted over
the proximal end of the cermet rod.
[0030] Figure 5 shows another frictional fit between
the current supply electrode and cermet rod as seen in
Figure 4, however the current supply electrode is shown
with a flared lower end to the hollow tubular section so
as to improve fitting of the current supply electrode over
the cermet rod.
[0031] Figure 6 shows an example wherein the current
supply electrode is provided by a coiled wire.
[0032] Figure 1 shows one example of an electrical
connection in a high pressure discharge lamp 1. In par-
ticular, Figure 1 shows one electrode of the high pressure
discharge lamp 1 which runs from the outside of the lamp
1 into an internal bulb region 6 formed in a ceramic dis-
charge tube 5, which makes up the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 1. High pressure discharge lamps 1 are gen-
erally well known in the art, and comprise a bulb region
6 in which is contained an appropriate gas, through which
an electric discharge is generated and as a result light is
given off. This aspect of high pressure discharge lamps
1 is not considered as limiting in the present invention,
and indeed any discharge lamp 1 is susceptible to mod-
ification and integration of the present invention’s teach-
ings.
[0033] As can be seen in Figure 1, the ceramic dis-
charge tube 5 is possessed of a protruding plug 3 which
is comprised of an extended section of the ceramic dis-
charge tube 5, wherein a bore 4 is present through the
protruding plug 3. This bore 4 makes fluid contact from
the outside of the ceramic discharge tube 5 to the internal
bulb region 6 thereof. In particular, the protruding plug 3
is utilised for providing the electrical connection from the
outside of the ceramic discharge tube 5 to an electrode
tip 2 housed within the internal bulb region 6. The specific
design of the electrode tip 2 is also not considered as
limiting the present invention. Indeed, any relevant dis-
charge electrode tip 2 is in principle useable with the
teachings of the present invention, and therefore no fur-
ther discussion will be presented about such. Clearly,
however, it is necessary for an electrical connection to
be made to whichever electrode tip 2 is being utilised,
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and as previously stated this is provided through the bore
4 of the protruding plug 3.
[0034] When in use, high pressure discharge lamps 1
tend to become quite hot. As such, each of the constituent
parts of the high pressure discharge lamp 1 will expand
as a result of this temperature increase. As is very well
known in the art, different materials have different coef-
ficients of expansion. This particular point is of impor-
tance as the electrical connection will be provided
through the bore 4 of the protruding plug 3. Typically, the
bore 4 is not particularly wide, as such the material cho-
sen to make the electrical connection through the bore
4, must be one which will not expand too greatly and
cause damage to the ceramic material making up the
protruding plug 3.
[0035] The present invention is related to providing the
electrical connection by means of a cermet rod 11. Cer-
met materials are well known in the art, and the specific
choice of cermet is not considered as a limiting feature
of the present invention. Rather, the particular use of a
cermet rod 11 in general for providing the electrical con-
nection through the protruding plug 3 is related to the
invention. One of the advantages of using a cermet rod
11 is that the coefficient of expansion of the cermet ma-
terial is very similar to that of the ceramic material used
to make up the ceramic discharge tube 5 and protruding
plug 3. As such, when the high pressure discharge lamp
1 is in use, the cermet rod 11 is likely to expand by the
same amount and in the same way as the protruding plug
3, therefore avoiding any possible risk of damage to the
protruding plug 3. Another advantage of the use of cermet
materials, is that they are generally resistant to the halide
gases being utilised within the high pressure discharge
lamp 1.
[0036] As can be seen from Figure 1, in order to make
reliable electrical connections between a light housing
(not shown) and the high pressure discharge lamp 1, the
cermet rod 11 is provided with a current supply electrode
12, usually of a metallic nature. Particularly preferable
materials for making up the current supply electrode 12
are those of niobium, tantalum, molybdenum, rhenium,
tungsten or alloys thereof. Further advantageously, cer-
tain of these materials and alloys generally are permea-
ble to hydrogen. As can be seen Figure 1, the cermet rod
11 is attached at its proximal end 15 to the current supply
electrode 12. In particular, the current supply electrode
12 is positioned over the proximal end of the cermet rod
15, and forms a combined cermet rod and electrode unit
10. It is intended, that this combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit 10 is manufactured and produced as a com-
bined product unit for use in high pressure discharge
lamps 1.
[0037] Significant advantages are obtained by the
combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10, in that the
individual features of the cermet rod 11 and current sup-
ply electrode 12 can be tailored according to the specifics
of the high pressure discharge lamp 1 into which the com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 will be used. As

is further evident from Figure 1, the distal end of the cer-
met rod 14 will be placed within the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 1, and typically will also be positioned within
the protruding plug 3. At the end face of the distal end of
the cermet rod 14 the discharge electrode tip 2 is at-
tached. The attachment of this electrode tip 2 is by any
known technique, and is not considered as a limiting fea-
ture of the present invention. Clearly then, the combined
cermet rod and electrode unit 10, with the attached elec-
trode tip 2, can be inserted within the bore 4 of the pro-
truding plug 3 of the high pressure discharge lamp 1.
Once within the protruding plug 3, the electrode tip 2 is
in the appropriate position within the internal bulb region
6 of the ceramic discharge tube 5, and the electrical con-
nection thereto is provided.
[0038] The combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10
is composed of a cermet rod 11 of known length and
cross-sectional size. Generally, the cermet rod 11 will
have a circular cross-section, as this improves the ease
of manufacture of both the ceramic discharge tube 5 and
protruding plug 3, as well as the cermet rod 11 itself.
Obviously, any cross-sectional shape of the cermet rod
11 is appropriate, as long this fits within the protruding
plug 3 of the high pressure discharge lamp 1. At the prox-
imal end of the cermet rod 15, the current supply elec-
trode 12 is positioned. The current supply electrode 12
is possessed of a hollow tubular section 13, wherein the
cross-section of this hollow tubular section 13 matches
that of the cross-section of the cermet rod 11. In the em-
bodiment shown in Figure 1, the internal diameter of the
hollow tubular section 13 of the current supply electrode
12 is the same as, or very slightly larger than, the external
diameter or size of the cermet rod 11. Given these relative
sizes, it is clear that the current supply electrode 12 can
be slid over the proximal end of the cermet rod 15, thereby
forming the combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10.
Whilst it is probably secure enough to provide the current
supply electrode 12 frictionally fitted to the outside of the
cermet rod 11 as described above, it is further advanta-
geous to improve the fit by means of a weld joint 21.
Obviously, welding the cermet rod and current supply
electrode 12 together will lead to a fully secure combined
cermet rod and electrode unit 10.
[0039] Unfortunately, cermet materials generally be-
come significantly more brittle after they have been sub-
jected to a welding treatment. This is particularly disad-
vantageous in high pressure discharge lamps 1, as such
a lamp 1 will often be subjected to some forces and
knocks during use. One of the main forces applied to the
electrode region of a high pressure discharge lamp 1, is
that of a bending force as the discharge lamp 1 is placed
within and removed from a lamp housing. The present
invention overcomes the drawbacks of the cermet rod 11
becoming brittle after a weld, by positioning the weld joint
21 at a location away from the end of the protruding plug
3. As will be clear to the skilled person, the bending mo-
ment which would be applied to the combined cermet rod
and electrode unit 10 in the high pressure discharge lamp
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1 as shown in Figure 1, will mainly act at the point at
which the cermet rod 11 leaves the bore 4 of the protrud-
ing plug 3. As, however, a weld joint 21 is formed at a
distance away from this position, any turning moments
acting on the cermet rod 11 will not interfere with the
embrittled region of the cermet rod 11, as this will be
away from the point of rotation. As such, a high pressure
discharge lamp 1 provided with the combined cermet rod
and electrode unit 10 of the present invention will not
suffer from brittle fracture of the cermet rod 11 when in
use or during transportation.
[0040] As is further evident from Figure 1, it is possible
to utilise the fact that the current supply electrode 12
slides over the proximal end of the cermet rod 15 to im-
prove the locating of the electrode discharge tip 2 within
the internal bulb region 6 of the ceramic discharge tube
5. Typically, the electrode tip 2 will be of a known size,
as will the protruding plug 3 of the ceramic discharge
tube 5. Given, therefore, that the distance between the
end of the protruding plug 3 and the desired location of
the discharge electrode tip 2 is known, it is possible to
tailor the combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 to
automatically position the electrode tip 2 at such a posi-
tion. As can be seen from Figure 1, the external diameter
of the current supply electrode 12 can be chosen so as
to be greater than the internal diameter of the bore 4 of
the protruding plug 3. If the external diameter of the cur-
rent supply electrode 12, and in particular the hollow tu-
bular section 13 thereof, is greater than the diameter of
the bore 4, it will not be possible to slide the current supply
electrode 12 within the bore 4. In itself, this has significant
advantages, as it means that the only material of the com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 present within the
bore 4 of the protruding plug 3 will be that of the cermet
rod 11. As such, no metallic materials, such as those of
the current supply electrode 12, are within the bore 4,
and therefore in use the metallic current supply electrode
12 can expand without risk of damage to the protruding
plug 3.
[0041] Given the above structure of the combined cer-
met rod and electrode unit 10, in particular that where
the current supply electrode 12 has an external diameter
greater than the bore 4 of the protruding plug 3, it is pos-
sible to choose the length of cermet rod 11 appropriate
to automatically position the electrode tip 2. By choosing
the length of cermet rod 11 such that the length of cermet
rod 11 not covered by the hollow tubular section 13 of
the current supply electrode 12, in addition to the length
of the electrode tip 2, will automatically be the correct
length to extend from the end of the protruding plug 3 to
the desired position of the electrode tip 2, manufacture
of the high pressure discharge lamp 1 can be significantly
improved. That is, the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit 10 as shown in Figure 1, has at least the two
following advantages:

1. The weld joint 21 between the cermet rod 11 and
the current supply electrode 12 is at a distance re-

moved from the point where any rotational forces
would apply to the cermet rod 11. This position is
considered as being the point on the cermet rod 11
which passes from the bore 4 of the protruding plug 3.
2. The combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10
automatically positions the electrode tip 2 at the de-
sired position of the internal bulb region 6 in the ce-
ramic discharge tube 5.

[0042] A high pressure discharge lamp 1, such as seen
in Figure 1, comprising the combined cermet rod and
electrode unit 10, merely needs the combined cermet rod
and electrode unit 10 to be slid into the protruding plug
3 until the current supply electrode 12 abuts against the
protruding plug 3, and then the combined cermet rod and
electrode unit 10 is attached to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 1. As is seen in Figure 1, an airtight frit glass
seal 20 is provided at the end of the protruding plug 3.
This frit seal 20 holds the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit 10 in position, as well as providing an airtight
seal to the end of the protruding plug 3. The use of a frit
glass seal 20 also means that when the high pressure
discharge lamp 1 is in use, the frit seal 20 will also expand
at the same rate as the ceramic discharge tube 5. As can
be seen in Figure 1, the frit seal 20 also extends partly
along the bore 4 of the protruding plug 3 between the
interior surface of the protruding plug 3 and the cermet
rod 11. This also improves the airtight seal as well as the
mechanical strength thereof.
[0043] Figure 2 shows another example of the com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 of the present
invention within a high pressure discharge lamp 1. In the
main, this further example is the same as that shown in
Figure 1, however the current supply electrode 12 does
not extend beyond the end of the cermet rod 11. In certain
circumstances, it is not desirable to have the current sup-
ply electrode 12 extend beyond the end of the cermet
rod 11 as shown in Figure 1. The example shown in Fig-
ure 2, merely shows that the current supply electrode 12
can be simply a hollow tubular section 13 running over
the relevant section of the cermet rod 11, so as to provide
the desired positioning feature of the combined cermet
rod and electrode unit 10. Again, the weld joint 21 is pro-
vided at a distance on the cermet rod 11 which will be
away from the end of the protruding plug 3 of the high
pressure discharge lamp 1. Both the examples shown in
Figures 1 and 2 have the same advantages, and merely
differ in that the current supply electrode 12 does not
extend beyond the end of the cermet rod 11 in the ex-
ample shown in Figure 2.
[0044] Figure 3a shows another example of how to
form the current supply electrode 12 for the combined
cermet rod and electrode unit 10. In the examples shown
in Figures 1 and 2, the current supply electrode 12 is
generally formed by a metallic material drawn into an
appropriate configuration to give the hollow tubular sec-
tion 13. Indeed, this is achieved most simply by drawing
a conductive material 19. The example shown in Figures

9 10 



EP 2 081 214 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

3a and 3b utilises a strip of conductor 16 which is bent
over on itself around the proximal end of the cermet rod
15. This therefore generates the hollow tubular section
13 around the outer surface of the proximal end of the
cermet rod 15, and also provides two ends of the strip of
conductor 17. In Figure 3a, the current supply electrode
12 is shown such that the overlapping ends of the con-
ductor strip 17 can be seen. These adjacent ends of the
conductor strip 17 when pressed together can be fas-
tened by any technique, and in particular a simple weld
is considered as sufficient.
[0045] Figure 3b shows a plan view of the proximal
end of the cermet rod 15 with the current supply electrode
12 of this example there around. Obviously, the ends of
the conductor strip 17 now stick out from the cermet rod
11, and can be used as an improved positioning means
for when the combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10
are positioned within the bore 4 of the protruding plug 3.
As can be seen in Figure 3a, the bottom surface of the
ends of the conductor strip 17 will lie against the ends of
the protruding plug 3, and this can be used as the depth
control for the combined cermet rod and electrode unit
10 to ensure that the electrode tip 2 is located at the
appropriate point of the internal bulb region 6. As can be
evidenced from this example, it is expected that a further
weld joint 21 may be positioned at the very end of the
cermet rod 11, such that again the embrittlement caused
by such a weld joint will be distanced from the point at
the end of the protruding plug 3. Obviously, this therefore
improves the resistance to damage of the unit in the same
way as the above examples show in Figures 1 and 2. In
all other aspects, the example shown in Figures 3a and
3b is the same as that as shown in Figures 1 and 2.
[0046] A further example of the combined cermet rod
and electrode unit 10 can be seen in Figure 4. In this
example, rather than utilising a current supply electrode
12 with a hollow tubular section 13 which is the same
size or slightly larger than the cermet rod 11, a current
supply electrode 12 is used wherein the hollow tubular
section 13 is slightly smaller than the end of the cermet
rod 11. This can be seen clearly in Figure 4, wherein the
diameter of the hollow tubular section 13 is smaller than
the external diameter of the cermet rod 11. In order to
manufacture the combined cermet rod and electrode unit
10, the current supply electrode 12 is heated so that it
expands. Once the current supply electrode 12 has ex-
panded sufficiently, the hollow tubular section 13 can be
slid over the proximal end of the cermet rod 15. After the
current supply electrode 12 has cooled, it will shrink to
its original size, and therefore will be held frictionally with
the proximal end of the cermet rod 15. The compressional
forces acting on the cermet rod 11 as a result of the po-
sitioned current supply electrode 12 will clearly lead to a
sufficient frictional fit, and therefore will stop the com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 from being readily
disassembled. Further, cermet material is particularly re-
silient to such compressional forces, and therefore will
be unaffected by the current supply electrode 12. This

technique of providing the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit 10 is advantageous, as it dispenses with any
necessity of providing a weld between the cermet rod
and current supply electrode 12. As has been discussed
above, the technique of welding leads to a significant
embrittlement of the cermet rod 11, and by avoiding this
step there is no weakening to the cermet rod 11 in this
example of the combined cermet rod and electrode unit
10.
[0047] The frictional fit combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit 10 of this example can still exhibit the same
advantageous properties as the examples shown in Fig-
ures 1 to 3 wherein a weld joint 21 is provided. If the
thickness of the material making the current supply elec-
trode 12 is sufficient such that the external diameter of
the hollow tubular section 13 around the proximal end of
the cermet rod 15 is greater than the diameter of the bore
4 of the protruding plug 3, the inherent positional char-
acteristic for the electrode tip 2 will arise. That is, the
current supply electrode 12 will not fit within the bore 4
of the protruding plug 3, and therefore can be used to
position the electrode tip 2 at the distal end of the cermet
rod 14 at the appropriate point in the internal bulb region
6. In all other aspects, the example shown in Figure 4 is
the same as those shown in Figures 1 to 3.
[0048] A further advantageous example very similar to
that shown in Figure 4, is shown in Figure 5. This example
only differs from that shown in Figure and described
above, in that the end of the current supply electrode 12
which fits over the proximal end of the cermet rod 15 is
slightly flared open. By providing the flared section 30 to
the current supply electrode 12, not only will the position-
ing of this electrode 12 over the proximal end of the cer-
met rod 15 be improved whilst the current supply elec-
trode 12 is heated and expanded, but also the flared end
30 will improve the stopping of the current supply elec-
trode 12 from entering the bore 4 of the protruding plug
3. This is readily seen in Figure 5.
[0049] A further example of the current supply elec-
trode 12 can be seen in Figure 6. The previous current
supply electrodes 12 of the examples in Figures 1 to 5
have been based around the use of either a strip of con-
ductor 16 or a tubular conductive material 19. The exam-
ple in Figure 6, utilises a coiled conductive wire 18. This
coiled conductive wire 18 can be friction fit to the end of
the cermet rod 11, as shown in Figure 6, or could be
welded in the same way as has been shown in Figures
1 to 3. The advantages of using the coiled conductive
wire are that the part of the current supply electrode 12
which is not around the cermet rod 11, will have a flexi-
bility which does not translate to the cermet rod 11. Any
forces applied to this section of the current supply elec-
trode 12 will cause the current supply electrode 12 to
flex, while transmitting only reduced forces to the cermet
rod 11.
[0050] As has been discussed above, the current in-
vention relates to the combined cermet rod and electrode
unit 10 and production thereof. By producing this individ-
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ual unit, it is easy to tailor the electrical contact in a high
pressure discharge lamp 1. It is intended that the com-
bined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 be separately
manufactured by any of the above techniques, so that
the unit is prefabricated before integration into a high
pressure discharge lamp 1. Once the combined cermet
rod and electrode unit 10 has been made, the electrode
tip 2 can be attached to the distal end 14, and this can
then be positioned into the high pressure discharge lamp
1. The combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 and
electrode tip 2 are thread through the bore 4 of the pro-
truding plug 3 until the current supply electrode 12 abuts
against the end of the protruding plug 3. At this point, it
is clear that the electrode tip 2 will be in the appropriate
position within the internal bulb region 6 of the ceramic
discharge tube 5. After filling the internal bulb region 6
with the appropriate chemical fill, the combined cermet
rod and electrode unit 10 is attached to the high pressure
discharge lamp 1 by means of the frit glass seal 20. This
frit glass seal 20 is positioned at the end of the protruding
plug 3 and further will cause an airtight seal to stop es-
cape of the halide gas. At this point, the high pressure
discharge tube 1 is fabricated and can be sealed into an
outer envelop before being used within a lighting housing.
[0051] The above description of the examples and fig-
ures are not intended to limit the scope of protection of
the present invention. Further, it is intended that features
from any of the given examples can be utilised in provid-
ing a combined cermet rod and electrode unit 10 wherein
all of the advantages can be seen. For example, the
coiled conductive wire 18 could be used with or without
a weld joint 21, and also a weld joint 21 could be combined
with the expanded frictional fit current supply electrodes
12. Indeed, the skilled person would be aware that each
of the features presented in each example are directed
to the production of a combined cermet rod and electrode
unit 10 for use in a high pressure discharge lamp 1, and
therefore any features can be swapped and exchanged
as appears advantageous. The full scope protection for
the invention is given by the attached claims.

Reference numeral

[0052]

1 High pressure discharge lamp
2 Electrode tip
3 protruding plug
4 Bore of (3)
5 Ceramic discharge tube
6 Internal bulb region
10 Combined cermet rod + elec. unit
11 Cermet rod
12 Current supply elec.
13 Hollow tubular section
14 Distal end of cermet rod
15 Proximal end of cermet rod
16 Strip of conductor

17 Ends of (16)
18 Coiled conductive wire
19 Rolled up conductive sheet
20 Airtight frit sealing glass seal
21 Weld joint
30 Flared section of supply electrode

Claims

1. A combined cermet rod and electrode unit (10) for
use in a high pressure discharge lamp (1) compris-
ing:

a cermet rod (11) for connection at its distal end
(14) to an electrode tip (2) of the high pressure
discharge lamp (1), and a current supply elec-
trode (12) for forming an electrical connection
with the cermet rod (11), wherein
the current supply electrode (12) is formed with
a hollow tubular section (13) which is positioned
around a proximal end of the cermet rod (15) in
physical and electrical contact therewith.

2. The unit (10) of claim 1, wherein the internal diameter
of the hollow tubular section (13) of the current supply
electrode (12) is approximately the same as that of
the outer diameter of the cermet rod (11), wherein
further the cermet rod (11) and current supply elec-
trode (12) are fixed together by means of a weld joint
(21) located at the proximal end of the cermet rod
(15).

3. The unit (10) of claim 1, wherein the internal diameter
of the hollow tubular section (13) of the current supply
electrode (12) is slightly smaller than the outer diam-
eter of the cermet rod (11), such that the cermet rod
(11) and current supply electrode (12) are fixed to-
gether by means of the compressional forces result-
ing from the hollow tubular section (13).

4. The unit (10) of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the end of the hollow tubular section (13) of the cur-
rent supply electrode (12) which fits over the proxi-
mal end of the cermet rod (15), is provided with a
flared section (30) so as to improve the positioning
of the current supply electrode over the proximal end
of the cermet rod (15).

5. The unit (10) of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the outer diameter of the hollow tubular section (13)
is chosen so as to be greater than the internal diam-
eter of the bore (4) of a protruding plug (3) of the high
pressure discharge lamp (1) into which the unit (10)
will be placed.

6. The unit (10) of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the current supply electrode (12) is provided by a
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strip of conductor (16) which is folded around the
cermet rod (11) to thereby form the hollow tubular
section (13), and wherein the two adjacent ends of
the strip of conductor (17) are fastened together by
clamping or welding.

7. The unit (10) of any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the
current supply electrode (12) is provided by a coiled
conductive wire (18) making up the hollow tubular
section (13).

8. The unit (10) of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the cermet rod (11) is of a length such that the section
of the cermet rod (11) which is not covered by the
current supply electrode (12) is sufficiently long to
pass into the bore (4) of the protruding plug (3).

9. The unit (10) of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the cermet rod (11) is of a definite length, and the
distal end (14) thereof defines an abutment surface
for attachment of the electrode tip (2) or for an addi-
tional conductive member of a predetermined length.

10. A high pressure discharge lamp (1) comprising:

a ceramic discharge tube (5) forming an internal
bulb region (6), wherein the ceramic discharge
tube (5) further comprises one or more protrud-
ing plugs (3) shaped as hollow extensions,
wherein the bore (4) of the hollow extensions of
the protruding plugs (3) is in direct contact with
the internal bulb region (6) of the ceramic dis-
charge tube (5);
a combined cermet and electrode unit (10) ac-
cording to any of the preceding claims posi-
tioned within the bore (4) of the protruding plugs
(3), with the proximal end of the cermet rod (15)
and the current supply electrode (12) located on
the outside of the ceramic discharge tube (5)
and in particular outside of the protruding plugs
(3), such that only the cermet rod (11) enters the
bore (4) of the protruding plugs (3); and
a discharge electrode tip (2) connected with the
distal end of the cermet rod (14) and is disposed
within the internal bulb region (6).

11. The lamp (1) of claim 10, wherein the unit may com-
prise an additional conductive member between the
cermet rod and the electrode tip.

12. The lamp (1) of claim 10 or 11, wherein the combined
cermet and electrode unit (10) is held within the bore
(4) of the protruding plugs (3) by means of an airtight
frit-sealing glass seal (20).

13. The lamp of any of claims 10 to 12, wherein the cur-
rent supply electrode (12) has an outer diameter
which is greater than the internal diameter of the bore

(4) of the protruding plug (3), and is located com-
pletely outside of the bore (4).

14. The lamp of claim 13, wherein the length of the cer-
met rod (11) or of the cermet rod (11) and an addi-
tional conductive member of predetermined length
is such that its distal end (14), and the discharge
electrode tip (2) connected thereto, is positioned pre-
cisely within the ceramic discharge tube (5) by
means of the current supply electrode (12) being too
wide to fit within the bore (4) of the protruding plugs
(3) and thus serving as a length defining mechanism
for the cermet rod (11) insertion.

15. A method of making a combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit (10) for a high pressure discharge lamp
(1) comprising the following steps:

providing a cermet rod (11) of a desired length
and diameter, and
positioning a current supply electrode (12) over
the proximal end of the cermet rod (15), wherein
the current supply electrode (12) is provided with
a hollow tubular section (13) for fitting around
the outer surface of the cermet rod (11) and mak-
ing electrical contact thereto.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the internal diam-
eter of the hollow tubular section (13) of the current
supply electrode (12) is approximately the same as
that of the outer diameter of the cermet rod (11), and
the current supply electrode (12) is slid over the prox-
imal end of the cermet rod (15), and
the cermet rod (11) and current supply electrode (12)
are welded together to form a weld joint (21) located
at the proximal end of the cermet rod (15).

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the internal diam-
eter of the hollow tubular section (13) of the current
supply electrode (12) is slightly smaller than the outer
diameter of the cermet rod (11), and
the current supply electrode (12) is increased in tem-
perature with respect to the cermet rod, prior to po-
sitioning over the cermet rod (11), thus expanding it
sufficiently to allow it to be slid over the proximal end
of the cermet rod (15), and so that after the current
supply electrode (12) has cooled and contracted,
both the cermet rod (11) and current supply electrode
(12) are fixed together by means of the compres-
sional forces as a result of the smaller diameter of
the current supply electrode (12).

18. A method of forming a high pressure discharge lamp
(1), comprising the following steps:

forming a combined cermet rod and electrode
unit (10) according to any of claims 15 to 17;
attaching a discharge electrode tip (2) to the dis-
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tal end of the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit (10);
forming a ceramic discharge tube (5) comprising
an internal bulb region (6), wherein the ceramic
discharge tube (5) further comprises one or
more protruding plugs (3) shaped as hollow ex-
tensions, wherein the bore (4) of the hollow ex-
tensions of the protruding plugs (3) is in direct
contact with the internal bulb region (6) of the
ceramic discharge tube (5); and
positioning the combined cermet rod and elec-
trode unit (10) within the bore (4) of the protrud-
ing plugs (3), with the proximal end of the cermet
rod (15) and current supply electrode (12) locat-
ed on the outside of the ceramic discharge tube
(5), and with the adjacent end of the bore (4)
containing only the cermet rod (11).

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising the step
of forming an airtight frit seal (20) at the end of the
protruding plugs (3) so as to seal the inside of the
ceramic discharge tube (5).

20. The method of either of claims 18 or 19, wherein the
outer diameter of the current supply electrode (12)
is greater than the internal diameter of the bore (4)
of the protruding plugs (3).

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the length of the
cermet rod (11) and the discharge electrode tip (2)
are chosen so that when they are within the protrud-
ing plug (3) the distal end of the cermet rod (14) and
discharge electrode tip (2) are located at the desired
position by means of the current supply electrode
(12) being too wide to fit within the bore (4) of the
protruding plug (3).
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