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(54) A vibration sensor and a system to isolate vibrations.

(57) A vibration sensor (9) comprises a reference
mass (10), a resilient element (11) supporting the refer-
ence mass (10), and a base (13) supporting the resilient
element (11), and further comprises a displacement sen-
sor (12) for determining the distance between the refer-

ence mass (10) and the base (13). In accordance with
the invention the vibration sensor comprises an actuator
(14) that is situated between the resilient element (11)
and the base (13), a second displacement sensor (15),
and a controller (16) for providing an output signal to the
actuator (14).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a vibration sensor comprising a reference mass, a resilient element supporting
the reference mass, and a base supporting the resilient element, and further comprising a displacement sensor for
determining the distance between the reference mass and the base.
[0002] The present invention also relates to an active vibration isolation system to isolate vibrations by using a vibration
sensor.

State of the art

[0003] The mechanical design of vibration sensors like seismometers, and the principle of active vibration control is
well described in literature, see e.g. P.G. Nelson, "An active vibration isolation system for inertial reference and precision
measurement", Rev. Sci. Instrum. 62 (9), September 1991, pp.2069-2075. Basically a seismometer, geophone or other
type of vibration sensor comprises an reference mass (often called inertial mass) supported by a base, frame or housing.
The reference mass is attached to the base by a resilient element, preferably a spring with a low stiffness. With such
vibrations sensors it is not possible to measure vibrations below the resonance frequency. This resonance frequency
that is determined by the stiffness and the damping factor of the spring and by the mass, is in practice not lower than 1
Hz. As a consequence it is not possible to measure vibrations with a frequency well below this value. In addition to the
mass and the spring, the vibration sensor comprises a displacement sensor for measuring the relative displacement of
the vibrating base and the reference mass. It is a challenge for designers of vibration sensors to meet the demands
concerning accuracy, sensibility and compactness.
[0004] Basically all active vibration isolation system comprise a vibration sensor and an actuator to move the payload
that has to be isolated from vibrations. The displacement sensor can be placed on the payload or on the source of the
disturbing vibrations, usually the floor. The output signal of the sensor is used to adjust the position of the payload with
respect to the floor. The state of the art can found in US 2007/0223314 A1 that discloses a geophone with mass position
sensing. A disadvantage of this known geophone and other vibration sensors based on the same principle is that the
lower limit of the frequencies that can be detected is limited by the mechanical properties of the spring and the mass.
To obtain the lowest possible limit special attention is paid to the design of the spring supporting the reference mass. In
particular the stiffness is chosen as low as possible.
[0005] WO2005/073592 A1 discloses a system for active vibration isolation that differs from the most common approach
described above. In this known arrangement a reference mass that is much less than the mass of the payload is mounted
on an actuator. The payload is mounted on this small mass by a spring. This known arrangement comprises two dis-
placement sensors instead of one. The first displacement sensor measures the displacement between the payload and
the base on which the actuator is placed. The second sensor measures the distance between the small mass and the
payload. A controller receiving the output signals of both displacement sensors controls the movement of the actuator.
The function of the displacement sensors is to isolate the payload from earth vibrations. This known arrangement does
not contain a vibration detection part that can be used separately from the complete system. In addition, this system is
sensitive to vibrations originating from the payload itself, i.e. equipment containing moving parts or persons handling
the equipment.
[0006] It is the objective of the present invention to provide a vibration sensor that measures the vibrations of the base
on which the sensor is mounted accurately, also at low frequencies. Such a vibration sensor can be used in for example
a seismometer or geophone to measure seismic activity or other earth vibration, or to measure vibrations in civil structures
like buildings and bridges. The vibration sensor is also suited for measuring variations in the earth gravity.
[0007] It is another objective of the present invention to provide an active vibration isolation system by using a vibration
sensor. Such systems are used in, among others, optical tables, equipment for lithography, atomic force microscopy
and scanning tunnelling microscopy. In addition the vibration sensor is suited for vibration isolation in for instance vehicles
and cameras.
[0008] The first objective of the invention is obtained by a vibration sensor according to the invention characterised
in that the vibration sensor further comprises an actuator that is situated between the resilient element and the base,
a second displacement sensor, and a controller for providing an output signal to the actuator. In this vibration sensor
the controller reduces the stiffness of the system (comprising mass, spring, and actuator) considerably. This reduction
of the stiffness allows detection of vibrations with lower frequencies than without such a controlled actuator. Many types
of displacement sensors can be used, although it is preferred to use sensors that measure an absolute length or distance.
However, also velocity or accelerations sensors satisfy. In principle it is also possible to place a force actuator between
the base and the mass, viz. in parallel with the spring, to reduce the stiffness. However, the stiffness can be reduced in
a better and more accurate way by placing a position actuator in series between the base and the spring. It is an
advantage of the vibration sensor according to the invention that it can be constructed in a compact way; the mass needs
not to be large to obtain a low resonance frequency. Actually, the vibration sensor of the invention can be realised in a
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compact construction.
[0009] The second objective is obtained by using the vibration sensor according to the invention in an active vibration
isolation system. The reference mass of the vibration sensor used in active vibration systems is small in comparison to
the mass of the platform that has to be isolated, typically a reference mass is 0.1 kg. To obtain a resonance frequency
of 0.1 Hz, the stiffness of a mechanical spring needs to be 0.003 N/m. For such a low stiffness, gravity force would result
in an elongation of the spring of more than 200 meters. Special type of springs (such as constant force springs) may be
used to achieve a lower stiffness without significant elongation. However, resonance frequencies well below the 1 Hz
that are compact as well are difficult to achieve using mechanical springs. It is well known that for the feedback of the
signal supplied by the displacement sensor to the actuator, common PID control can be used. Noise, parasitic effects
and actuator nonlinearities, however, prevent effective vibration isolation below 0.5 Hz in practice. The best performance
claimed until now seems to be a resonance frequency of 0.2 Hz in a system where the actuator and the sensor are
located substantially close to each other. Using the vibration sensor according to the invention allows a good vibration
isolation below this value with a relatively simple construction.

Brief description of the figures

[0010]

Figure 1 shows a vibration sensor according to the state of the art
Figure 2 shows an active vibration system according to the state of the art
Figure 3 shows schematically the vibration sensor according to the invention
Figure 4 shows a block diagram of the vibration sensor including the controller.
Figure 5 shows the magnitude and phase of the loop gain.
Figure 6 shows the resulting isolation of the sensors reference mass with regard to. (ground) vibrations.
Figure 7 shows schematically how the vibration sensor of the present invention can be integrated in an active
vibration isolation system

Detailed description of the figures.

[0011] Figure 1 shows a vibration sensor or seismometer according to the state of the art. A reference mass (1) is
supported by a spring (2) that is mounted on a base (4). The vibration of the base with respect to the reference mass is
measured by a displacement sensor (3) that measures any changes in distance d.
[0012] Figure 2 shows an active vibration isolation system according to the state of the art. A reference mass supported
by a spring (2) is mounted on the payload (4) that has to be isolated from vibrations of the earth (7). A displacement
sensor (3) provides a signal that is representative for the distance d between the reference mass and the payload, to a
controller (6). The controller provides the actuator (5) with an input signal to move the payload (4) with respect to the
vibrating earth in order to isolate the payload from these vibrations. The displacement sensor capable of detecting the
undesired vibration can be placed either on the source of the vibration or on the platform or payload that has to be
isolated from earth vibrations or other mechanical disturbances like acoustic vibrations. The platform is supported by
springs or other bearings and it can be driven by an actuator like a servomotor along the sensitive axis of the sensor.
The electronic output of the sensor is (filtered and) fed back to the actuator that compensates for the undesired vibration.
[0013] Figure 3 shows the vibration sensor according to the invention. The output signal of the vibration sensor is the
output of a displacement sensor (12) which output is representative for the distance d = zb-zs between a reference mass
(10) and a base (13). The reference mass is supported by an actuator (14) via a resilient element (11). The resilient
element can for instance be a mechanical spring or a piece of an elastomeric material. However, also resilient elements
of a non-contact type like a Lorentz coil, a static magnetic field or pneumatic elevation can be used. Although the resilient
element is represented by a spring in the figure, it is realised that in practice the mechanical impedance of a resilient
element has both a dissipative (schematically represented by a damper) and a non-dissipative character (schematically
represented by a spring).
[0014] The actuator is placed on or fixed to the base. This actuator can be a piezo-electric actuator e.g. of a piezoceramic
type, a magnetostrictive motor, a Lorentz motor or any type of position actuator or motor. The distance (d1) between
the position zs of the reference mass and the position zp of the actuator in the direction of the elongation axis, viz. the
length of the spring is measured by a second displacement sensor (15). It is understood that the distance d1 can also
be derived from the distance d2 and the length of the actuator d2-d1. Preferably, displacement sensors are used that
measure an absolute distance or relative position, viz. zb-zs and zs-zp. Examples of such sensors are an interferometer,
a capacitor and an eddy-current type of sensor. However, it is also possible to use one or more velocity sensors or
acceleration sensors. When velocity or acceleration sensors are used, the distances can be obtained by single or double
integration of the output signal, respectively. The output signal of the second displacement sensor is sent to a controller
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(16). The controller might consist of a low pass filter, a lead filter, a lag filter and an amplifier in series. However, also
other controllers as known to those skilled in the art can be used. The controller sends the appropriate signal to the
position actuator allowing the actuator to expand or contract. Preferably the actuator is a piezo-electric actuator, but it
is also possible the apply another type of motor like for example a linear servo or an electrostrictive actuator.
[0015] Figure 4 shows a block diagram of a transfer function of the mechanical part of the vibration sensor (upper part
of the figure) and the transfer function of the controller (lower part of the figure). In this model based description, the
mechanical part of the system consists of a mass (m), a spring with stiffness k, and a damper with damping factor d.
The inputs to the mechanical system are the excitation of the base vibrations to a displacement of the base, zb, as well
as the actuator signal u. The outputs of the mechanical system are the distance between the reference mass and the
base, zb-zs, i.e., the resulting vibration sensor signal, as well as the elongation of the spring and damper, i.e., the distance
between the actuator and the reference mass, zp-zs. This signal is fed back via the controller.
[0016] The controller can be designed by (robust) model based control methods, such as e.g. LQG, H2, H∞, mixed
H2/H∞, control or mu-synthesis or by pole-placement. However, standard loop-shaping techniques based on root-locus
or bode plots suffice. Following the standard loop-shaping design philosophy, the controller might consist of a low pass
filter D3, a lead filter D2, a lag filter D1 and an amplifier K in series. The function of the low-pass filter is to limit the
bandwidth of the system and to prevent spill-over due to high frequent spurious resonances. The function of the lead
filter is to increase the phase at the high frequency cross-over frequency which will increase the robustness as well as
reduces the overshoot of the controlled system. Similarly, the function of the lag filter is to reduce the phase at the low
frequency cross-over frequency, which also will increase the robustness and reduce the overshoot of the controlled
system.
[0017] The principle of operation is discussed below in more detail to elucidate the way in which the stiffness is reduced
by the vibration sensor according to the invention.
[0018] The equation of motion of the mass m is given by 

where k the stiffness of the spring and zo = mg/k the steady-state position of the mass. The elongation of the piezo-
actuator is given by 

where d31 the strain coefficient [m/V], � the length [m], d the thickness [m], and V the voltage supplied over the piezo-
actuator. The voltage V is controlled by feedback of zs - zp, measured by a displacement sensor: 

where C is the controller gain. Substituting equation (3) in (2) and adding zb - zs on both sides yields 
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[0019] From this expression, it can be observed that the higher the controller gain C is, the smaller the elongation of
the spring, viz. the distance zp - zs. Filling in (3) and (4) into equation (2) yields the elongation zp - zb of the piezo-actuator
in terms of zb - zs 

[0020] Hence, for C → ∞, it follows that for the elongation it holds that zp - zb = -zb, i.e., the piezo-actuator perfectly
compensates for the variation in the base position zb.
[0021] To obtain the equation of motion of the mass m in terms of the base position zb, equation (4) is filled in equation
(1), which yields 

[0022] Hence, it is observed that the stiffness is scaled down by the factor 

[0023] It is an advantage of the vibration sensor according to the invention that the sensitivity of the sensor with regard
to nonlinear behavior and variations due to for instance aging in the spring and damper is suppressed viz. scaled down
by the controller.
[0024] Figure 5 shows the magnitude and the phase of the loop-gain, i.e., the series connection of the mechanical
part of the sensor and the controller, which determines the performance as well as the (robust) stability. The higher the
magnitude of the loop-gain the better the reference mass is isolated from vibrations. The stability robustness is determined
by the phase at the frequency where the gain-loop magnitude is equal to 1. For the example given here, these frequencies
are 17 mHz and 240 Hz. More specifically, the phase between the low-frequency cross-over and the high frequency
cross-over frequencies should stay well between +180° and -180°. To obtain good damping and good stability robustness
we have chosen in this example phase margins on both sides of 60°, i.e., the phase stays between +120° and -120°,
which is accomplished by lag and lead filters.
[0025] Figure 6 illustrates the performance of the open-loop (uncontrolled) system by the dashed curve and of the
closed-loop (controlled) system by the solid curve. Because of the second-order roll-off of the controller above 2Hz, the
performance above 2Hz is reducing again. The performance above 2Hz can be improved by using a first-order rather
than a second-order roll-off, which will however increase the bandwidth. In fact the trade-off is between bandwidth and
performance, viz. accuracy.
[0026] Figure 7 shows a preferred embodiment of the vibration isolation system with the vibration sensor according
to the invention. The base of the vibration sensor is fixed on a payload (20) that is supported by a second actuator (21).
The second actuator is placed on a floor (24) or any other bearing structure. A displacement sensor (23) measures the
distance between the reference mass (10) and the payload (2). The output signal of the displacement sensor is sent to
a second controller (22) that sends an appropriate signal to the second actuator allowing the actuator to expand or
contract. Such an actuator can be a piezo-electric actuator, a Lorentz type of motor or any other lifting means including
pneumatic means. In another embodiment the vibration sensor according to the invention is placed on the source of the
vibrations being e.g. a frame or floor on which the payload is placed or the earth.

An example

[0027] For a vibration sensor with a reference mass of 0.5 kg and a spring with a spring constant k equal to 0.02N/mm
(e.g. E0240-018-2750-M from SPEC Stock Precision Engineering Components, Associated Spring Raymond, Catalogue
2007, http://www.asraymond.com/spec/download.asp, page 69), the resonance frequency is 1 Hz.
[0028] Then, the elongation of the spring will be mg/k = g/40 = 0.25m, neglecting the pretension of the spring. To

reduce the resonance frequency by a factor  the stiffness has to be reduced by a factor 1000. Hence, following
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from (6), it should hold that  The piezo-ceramic actuator P-249.20 from Physik Instrumente (Miniature

Open-Loop Piezo Actuators (HVPZT),
http://www.physikinstrumente.com/en/products/prdetail.php?sortnr=100300) has an elongation of 10Pm at 1000V, such
that d31 �/d = 10 · 10-9m/V. Hence, changes of 1V in the actuator voltage results in changes in the elongation of 10nm.

Hence, the controller gain need to be 1000/10 · 10-9 = 1011 V/m. Hence, for every nm RMS variation in the distance zp

- zs the actuator voltage will have an RMS value of 100V. The resolution of the steering electronics for this piezo-actuator

that is supplied by PI is 0.1nm (in fact the piezo has an infinite resolution). The first resonance frequency of the piezo is
at 18kHz, which is sufficiently high for the purpose of the vibration sensor.
[0029] The bandwidth of the controller needs to be limited to prevent excitation of high frequency parasitic resonances
and saturation of the amplifier, without reducing the gain around 1Hz. This is accomplished by means of a second order
low-pass filter with cut-off frequency at about 2Hz. Since the cross-over frequency, the highest frequency at which the
magnitude of the loop-gain is 1, is at 240Hz, the resulting bandwidth of the closed loop system is less than 2x240=480Hz,
and actually the bandwidth is 513Hz. Using a lag-filter at 17mHz with phase lag of 60 degree, i.e., 

and a lead-filter at 240 Hz with phase lead of 60 degrees, i.e., 

the phase margins are increased such that the robustness and damping are improved.
In Figure 5 the magnitude and the phase of the resulting loop-gain (i.e., the series connection of the plant and the
controller) are shown.
[0030] The vibration sensor according to the invention and the use of this sensor in an active vibration isolation system
has the advantage over other sensors and systems that the reference mass can be completely isolated from external
disturbances, including acoustic vibrations. In addition, the sensor is as compliant as the internal noise sources and
bandwidth of the controller allow. By measuring the relative position of the mass, instead of the absolute acceleration,
vibrations of 1 Pm at 1 Hz could be measured with an accuracy of 1 nm.
[0031] It is noted that any terms used in this document should not be construed so as to limit the scope of the present
invention. In particular, the words "comprise(s)" and "comprising" are not meant to exclude any elements not specifically
stated. Single (circuit) elements may be substituted with multiple (circuit) elements or with their equivalents.
[0032] It will be understood by those skilled in the art that the present invention is not limited to the embodiments
illustrated above and that many modifications and additions may be made without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined in the appending claims.

Claims

1. A vibration sensor (9) comprising a reference mass (10), a resilient element (11) supporting the reference mass
(10), a base (13), and a first displacement sensor (12) for determining the distance (d2) between the reference mass
(10) and the base (13) and for providing an ouput signal (OS) indicative of said distance (d2) characterised in that
the vibration sensor (9) further comprises an actuator (14) situated between the resilient element (11) and the base
(13), a second displacement sensor (15) for determining the length of the resilient element (11) and for producing
a corresponding distance signal (DS), and a controller (16) for providing an output signal (CS) to the actuator (14)
in response to the distance signal (DS).

2. A vibration sensor according to claim 1, characterised in that the second displacement sensor (15) is arranged
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for determining the distance (d1) between the reference mass (10) and the actuator (14).

3. A vibration sensor according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in that at least one of the displacement sensors (12,15)
is a sensor for measuring an absolute distance.

4. A vibration sensor according to any of the preceding claims, characterised in that the actuator (14) is a piezo-
electric actuator.

5. A vibration sensor according to any of the preceding claims, characterised in that the controller (16) comprises a
low pass filter, a lead filter, a lag filter and an amplifier arranged in series.

6. A vibration sensor according to any of the preceding claims, characterised in that the resilient element (11) is a
mechanical spring.

7. An active vibration isolation system comprising a vibration sensor (9) according to any of the preceding claims.

8. An active vibration isolation system according to claim 7 characterised in that the vibration sensor (9) is placed
on a payload (20) that has to be isolated.

9. An active vibration isolation system according to claim 7 or 8 characterised in that the system further comprises
a second actuator (21) for displacing a payload (20) relative to a bearing (24), and a second controller (22) for
providing a payload displacement signal (PDS) to the second actuator (21).
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