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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED DOCUMENTS

[0001] This application is related to and claims priority
benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
60/928,607 filed May 9, 2007 and U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 60/993,415 filed September 11, 2007.
[0002] The Cable Television Laboratories, Inc. (Cable-
Labs) specification for a Point Of Deployment (POD)
module, otherwise known as a CableCARD™, is being
adopted for conditional access and other functions in dig-
ital television receiver devise (e.g., television sets and
set top boxes (STB)). However, use of such modules
have not been universally adopted. The components
used to provide the functionality for adaptation to use
with a CableCARD™ (or more generically, a service
card) adds substantial cost to a television chassis. Such
service cards are generally used to permit a television
receiver device such as a set top box or television to
receive television programming that is protected using a
conditional access system, but could also be construed
to provide access under any encryption scheme or digital
rights management scenario. Since it may be circuitry
that is never used in many environments, adding the func-
tionality speculatively increases the cost of a television
receiver device unnecessarily in certain cases.
[0003] WO 00/79470 describes a prior art device
where either a PCMCIA and/or smart card form factor
can be used.
[0004] Other prior art can be found in US-B-6330021,
US-A-2005/0236491 DE29607724, US2005/147247 A
and EP 1 722 565 A.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The invention is set out in independent claim 1
while advantageous embodiments are defined in the cor-
responding dependent claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Certain illustrative embodiments illustrating or-
ganization and method of operation, together with objects
and advantages may be best understood by reference
detailed description that follows taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIGURE 1 is a block diagram of a service card adapt-
er arrangement consistent with certain embodiments
of the present invention.
FIGURE 2 is a more detailed block diagram of a serv-
ice card adapter arrangement using a USB connec-
tor consistent with certain embodiments of the
present invention.
FIGURE 3 is a more detailed block diagram of a serv-
ice card adapter arrangement using a custom con-
nector or bus interface connector consistent with cer-

tain embodiments of the present invention.
FIGURE 4 is a more detailed block diagram of an-
other service card adapter arrangement using a USB
connector.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] While this invention is susceptible of embodi-
ment in many different forms, there is shown in the draw-
ings and will herein be described in detail specific em-
bodiments, with the understanding that the present dis-
closure of such embodiments is to be considered as an
example of the principles and not intended to limit the
invention to the specific embodiments shown and de-
scribed. In the description below, like reference numerals
are used to describe the same, similar or corresponding
parts in the several views of the drawings.
[0008] The terms "a" or "an", as used herein, are de-
fined as one or more than one. The term "plurality", as
used herein, is defined as two or more than two. The term
"another", as used herein, is defined as at least a second
or more. The terms "including" and/or "having", as used
herein, are defined as comprising (i.e., open language).
The term "coupled", as used herein, is defined as con-
nected, although not necessarily directly, and not neces-
sarily mechanically. The term "program" or "computer
program" or similar terms, as used herein, is defined as
a sequence of instructions designed for execution on a
computer system. A "program", or "computer program",
may include a subroutine, a function, a procedure, an
object method, an object implementation, in an execut-
able application, an applet, a servlet, a source code, an
object code, a shared library / dynamic load library and/or
other sequence of instructions designed for execution on
a computer system. The term "program", as used herein,
may also be used in a second context (the above defini-
tion being for the first context). In the second context, the
term is used in the sense of a "television program". In
this context, the term is used to mean any coherent se-
quence of audio video content such as those which would
be interpreted as and reported in an electronic program
guide (EPG) as a single television program, without re-
gard for whether the content is a movie, sporting event,
segment of a multi-part series, news broadcast, etc. The
term may also be interpreted to encompass commercial
spots and other program-like content which may not be
reported as a program in an electronic program guide.
[0009] Reference throughout this document to "one
embodiment", "certain embodiments", "an embodiment"
or similar terms means that a particular feature, structure,
or characteristic described in connection with the embod-
iment is included in at least one embodiment of the
present invention. Thus, the appearances of such phras-
es or in various places throughout this specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment.
Furthermore, the particular features, structures, or char-
acteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments without limitation.
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[0010] The term "or" as used herein is to be interpreted
as an inclusive or meaning any one or any combination.
Therefore, "A, B or C" means "any of the following: A; B;
C; A and B; A and C; B and C; A, B and C". An exception
to this definition will occur only when a combination of
elements, functions, steps or acts are in some way in-
herently mutually exclusive.
[0011] The term "processor", "controller", "CPU",
"Computer" and the like as used herein encompasses
both hard programmed, special purpose, general pur-
pose and programmable devices and may encompass a
plurality of such devices or a single device in either a
distributed or centralized configuration without limitation.
[0012] CableCARD™ allows the TV to decode the ca-
ble signal and eliminate the need for a separate set-top
box. This is desirable in typically cramped situations such
as kitchens. But the cost of supporting CableCARD™
compatibility speculatively in a TV, when few customers
actually use it, burdens all users without regard for their
need for that capability. Such costs include the cost of
connectors, switching, tuning, buffering and heat sinking,
and can add substantially to the manufacturing cost of a
TV. In most CableCARD™ compatible implementations
the CableCARD™ is provided by the service provider,
e.g.. cable operator. The cable operator can supply set-
top boxes. And often, this scenario is preferred by the
home viewer as the set-top box is maintained by the serv-
ice provider and can bring functionality as Personal Video
Recorder (PVR), Video-on-Demand (VOD), switched
digital video, and the ability to tune new codecs such as
MPEG4, DIVX or FLASH. In the situation where the home
viewer uses a service operator supplied set-top box, the
TV can be operated as a "dumb display" - connected to
the set-top box through connections such as HDMI, DVI,
or baseband video and audio.
[0013] In accord with embodiments consistent with the
present invention, it has been noted that by careful anal-
ysis of the CableCARD™ specification, the specification
can be adhered to without violation of compliance and
robustness rules in a circuit arrangement in which the
expensive components are located in a USB version 2.0
(USB2) compatible adapter module (such components
including an Out-of-band Tuner and demodulator for ex-
ample) available for separate manufacture and pur-
chase. The in-band stream can be sent and received to
and from the CableCARD™ over USB2. DFAST (Dynam-
ic Feedback Arrangement Scrambling Technique)
processing of the copy protected stream is handled by
the TV receiver device to avoid conflict with standard
DFAST licensing agreements. The USB2 connector is
provided on the TV receiver device and can be used to
send the in-band stream to and from a CableCARD™
managed by the CableCARD™ adapter module. Con-
versely, the more expensive functionality of the Cable-
CARD™ adapter module is provided in a USB2 compat-
ible card that can be plugged into the TV receiver device.
[0014] Hence, briefly, certain embodiments consistent
with the invention relate to a service card such as a Ca-

bleCARD™ adapter module for supporting Cable-
CARD™ in a television. The CableCARD™ adapter mod-
ule includes expensive components such as an Out-of-
band tuner and an Out-of-band demodulator that are re-
quired to support a CableCARD™ in a television. Use of
certain embodiments of the invention reduces the cost
of supporting the CableCARD™ in the television set itself
by migrating the expensive component from the televi-
sion to the CableCARD™ adapter module. The Cable-
CARD™ is connected to the CableCARD™ adapter
module via a CableCARD™ interface and the Cable-
CARD™ adapter module is connected to the television
via the USB2 interface, or any other suitable generic,
specialized or custom interface. It is noted that the terms
service card and CableCARD™ may be used inter-
changeably herein, which the CableCARD™ serving as
an example of a service card.
[0015] Turning now to FIGURE 1, a high level illustra-
tion of an embodiment consistent with the present inven-
tion is depicted. In this illustration, a television set 10 is
provided with a low cost interface 12 such as a Universal
Serial Bus (USB) interface (e.g., version 2.0) and asso-
ciated connector. An interface adapter 14 is provided with
a similar connector 16 which can either be directly
plugged into the television 10 or connected via an inex-
pensive cable. Since such interfaces are produced in ex-
tremely large numbers, the cost of implementation is ex-
tremely low compared to that of providing an interface to
a Service Card directly in the television set. As a result,
the cost of implementation in the television set is sub-
stantially reduced, which is advantageous since only a
comparatively small number of television service cus-
tomers actually require use of a Service Card.
[0016] In this example, the interface card 14 is provided
with connector 16 and associated interface circuitry, and
may also be provided with other interfaces (e.g., for re-
ceipt and processing of RF signals such as at 20 and 22.
The interface adapter then provides for connection to a
service card 26 by way of a suitable PCMCIA connector
30 as called out in the CableCARD™ specification. The
service card may or may not have a separate connector
for receipt of data or content (e.g., an Ethernet connection
28 for receipt of IPTV content).
[0017] Hence, rather than having each consumer of a
television set absorb the cost of the circuitry necessary
for interfacing the CableCARD™ directly to the television
set, the cost can be offset by use of a less expensive
commodity interface that can externally be converted to
a suitable CableCARD™ interface, with the associated
cost absorbed only by those in need of the CableCARD™
interface. In fact, the TV manufacturer could subsidize
the cost of the circuitry and still claim that the TV is "Ca-
bleCARD™ capable".
[0018] The following FIGURES depict several illustra-
tive examples of CableCARD™ interface circuits consist-
ent with the present embodiment, starting with FIGURE
2. In FIGURE 2, the Television set or other television
receiver device (e.g., television set top box (STB) or set
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back box (SBB)), is depicted as 30. When a Cable-
CARD™ is not in use, the RF signal is received at the
RF connector 34. In this case, the television receiver de-
vice 30 has two television receivers depicted by a pair of
in-band tuners 38 and 42 that receive the RF signal from
connector 34, and respectively demodulate the tuned RF
signals using in-band demodulators 46 and 50 respec-
tively under control of an internal processor CPU 54. The
demodulated signals from 46 and 50, are respectively
supplied to a multiplexer / demultiplexer 56 and stored
in a unified memory 60. The stored demodulated signals
can be retrieved and passed through copy protection cir-
cuitry 64 (generally without processing if there is no serv-
ice card being used), demultiplexed by demultiplexer 68
and decoded at 72 to produce a signal that can be further
processed for rendering as a television display signal in
any suitable manner. When a service card is being used,
the copy protection circuit 64 provides descrambling (de-
crypting), for example in accord with Dynamic Feedback
Arrangement Scrambling Technique (DFAST) require-
ments. It is possible for other applications beyond cable
television, that a different copy protection scheme may
be used. A possible alternative is Digital Transmission
Copy Protection (DTCP).
[0019] In order to provide the functionality of a known
CableCARD™ or other service card, the unified memory
60 can be accessed by a USB 2.0 interface and connector
76 (or other low cost interface connection) for passing
information between the television receiver device and
the interface adapter card 14 and ultimately the service
card. While a USB 2.0 interface is depicted for illustrative
purposes, many other suitable interfaces such as an
IEEE 1394 interface, other standard or customized inter-
face can be used.
[0020] In the embodiment depicted, the interface card
receives RF signal (e.g., from a cable television service)
at connector 80, and using diplexer 82, separates the in-
band television signals from the out-of-band signaling
used for other purposes and passes the RF television
signal on to the television device receiver 30’s connector
34 via a suitable secondary cable connection. Hence,
the interface adapter device 14 carries an out of band
tuner 88 and out of ban demodulator 90 that would nor-
mally be incorporated into the television receiver device,
but need not be in accord with the present embodiment.
The interface adapter device 14 is plugged directly or via
a connecting cable to the USB connector 76 at its own
USB connector and interface 94 to permit data to flow
from the television receiver device 30’s unified memory
60 to the interface adapter 14’s unified memory 96, and
vice versa for data flow from the interface adapter 14.
Data can similarly be passed to a buffer transceiver 100
to and from unified memory under control of CPU 104,
which also controls operation of the out of band tuner 88.
CPU 104 operates under control of instructions stored in
flash memory 106. Thus, the CPU 104 can also control
the path of the demodulated signal from unified memory
96 and buffer transceiver 100 when in use. The interface

adapter circuit can also incorporate additional mass stor-
age memory (not shown) that may be accessed and used
by the TV receiving device.
[0021] Data from the out of band demodulator can be
passed to the service card 26 via a switch circuit 110
used to configure the pinout of the PCMCIA connector
114 used to connect to the service card 26, so that out
of band data can be processed by appropriate out of band
processing circuitry 118 of the service card 26. Data ex-
changed via unified memory 60 and 96 through buffer
transceiver 100 can be processed for conditional access
(CA) processing by CA processor 122 and then encrypt-
ed by copy protection circuit 126, for example using
DFAST encryption, for decryption by copy protection cir-
cuit 64 in order to prevent digital content from being ex-
posed in the clear.
[0022] The USB2 interface supplies 5 volts. Interface
adapter 14 also may include voltage regulation 130 to
convert the 5 volts to other necessary voltages needed
to power the interface adapter and the CableCARD 26.
It is possible that additional power may be required be-
yond that which may be provided by the USB interface,
and a s-called "power brick" or other external power
source (not shown) may be used. In addition, sensor and
misc. logic circuitry shown as 130 may be present to de-
tect the insertion of the card into the adapter and deter-
mine whether it is a CableCARD or other PCMCIA card.
It possible that the adapter could also provide the addi-
tional memory, e.g. RAM and Flash memory, to store
Electronic Program Guide (EPG) tables. When the TV is
tuning and decoding the input signal (e.g., from a cable
television source), there may be an increase in memory
requirements since the EPG tables are stored by the TV
itself and not a set-top box, in the embodiments shown.
[0023] Hence, in the embodiment depicted, expensive
circuitry including the PCMCIA interface has been shifted
from the television device receiver to an interface card,
reducing the cost of the television receiver device for
those customers not requiring such functionality. While
the cost of the interface adapter 14 plus the television
receiver device may be increased, this cost is only born
by those in need of a service card.
[0024] In another embodiment depicted in FIGURE 3,
the interface between a television receiver device 130
and an interface adapter card 114 is depicted as having
a custom connector 140 or a computer expansion port
connection such as custom interface, PCI, PCI express
or IDE connection which mates with a mating connector
142 on the interface adapter 164. Interface adapter 164
in this example has a similar secondary connection using
RF cables and connectors to the cable system or the like
through diplexer 82 to the television receiver device. The
PCMCIA connection 114 is similarly provided to a service
card 26 functioning in the same manner as described
previously. In this example, however, CPU 154 of the
television receiver device 130 is coupled through buffers
160 directly to buffer transceiver 100 without need for the
unified memory in the pathway. Thus, the CPU 154 con-
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trols the flow of demodulated data to and from the inter-
face adapter card 114 and thus, to service card 26, but
also provides control to a switch 170 that establishes
whether the service card 26 is in the signal path or not
based upon need. Another example is shown in FIGURE
4. In this example, the interface adapter 204 is used to
couple content received as data via the service card 200
(e.g., for Internet TV) through an Ethernet adapter 210
(or other network adapter circuit) and passes the content
through the PCMCIA connector 114 to buffer transceiver
100. In this example, the CPU 104, and otherwise oper-
ates in a manner similar to that of the apparatus of FIG-
URE 2, except that the in-band tuner 38 and in-band de-
modulator 46 may not be used in the mode where content
is coming in directly from the service card 200. In other
modes, content can be received unaffected by the serv-
ice card 200 and received normally through connector
34 for rendering by device 250.
[0025] In certain embodiments, the interface adapter
is factory installed in the digital television receiver device,
while in other embodiments; the interface adapter is user
installable in the digital television receiver device (mean-
ing the interface adapter connects with connectors or oth-
er mechanisms that are readily accessible and without
need for soldering or elaborate tools such that a user can
readily accomplish the installation; e.g., by plugging in).
In certain embodiments, the television receiver device
may be provided with or without a service card connected
to the electrical connector. Many other embodiments are
possible and are disclosed by incorporation by reference
to the above-referenced provisional patent applications.
But, in each case, an interface adapter is used to adapt
a service card.
[0026] Thus, an interface adapter device consistent
with certain embodiments has a first electrical connector
adapted to connect to a conditional access service card
to receive encrypted television signals therefrom. A sec-
ond electrical connector is adapted to connect to a tele-
vision receiver device in order to provide the encrypted
television signals to the television receiver device. An
interface circuit receives the encrypted television signals
from the first electrical connector and adapts the signals
for transmission to a television receiver device over the
second electrical connector.
[0027] In certain embodiments, the encrypted televi-
sion signals are encrypted using one of DFAST and
DTCP encryption. According to the invention, the adapter
device has an input for receiving an out of band signal;
an out of band tuner for tuning the out of band signal; an
out of band demodulator that converts the out of band
signal to a digital out of band signal; and the digital out
of band signal is passed through the first electrical con-
nector to the service card. According to the invention, the
first electrical connector comprises a PCMCIA connector
and wherein the second electrical connector comprises
a USB connector. In certain examples, the first electrical
connector comprises a PCMCIA connector and wherein
the second electrical connector comprises a computer

bus connector. In certain examples, the first electrical
connector comprises a PCMCIA connector and wherein
the second electrical connector comprises a custom con-
nector. According to the invention, the interface circuit
comprises a USB interface circuit. In certain embodi-
ments, the interface circuit comprises a buffer transceiver
communicating with the service card, and further com-
prises a unified memory in communication with the buffer
transceiver, whereby the encrypted television signals
can be stored on the unified memory for retrieval by the
television receiver device. In certain embodiments, the
interface circuit comprises additional mass storage mem-
ory that may be used by the TV receiving device. In cer-
tain embodiments, the buffer transceiver and the unified
memory operate under control of a programmed proces-
sor. In certain embodiments, the unified memory further
stores television signals received from the television re-
ceiver device. In certain embodiments, the interface cir-
cuit comprises a buffer transceiver operating under con-
trol of a programmed processor residing within the tele-
vision receiver device.
[0028] In certain embodiments, an interface adapter
device has a first electrical connector adapted to connect
to a conditional access service card to receive encrypted
television signals therefrom and a second electrical con-
nector adapted to connect to a television receiver device
in order to provide the encrypted television signals to the
television receiver device. An interface circuit receives
the encrypted television signals from the first electrical
connector and adapts the signals for transmission to a
television receiver device over the second electrical con-
nector, wherein the interface circuit has a buffer trans-
ceiver communicating with the service card, and further
has a unified memory in communication with the buffer
transceiver, whereby the encrypted television signals
can be stored on the unified memory for retrieval by the
television receiver device. A programmed processor is
provided, wherein the buffer transceiver and the unified
memory operate under control of the programmed proc-
essor.
[0029] In certain embodiments, the encrypted televi-
sion signals are encrypted using one of DFAST and
DTCP encryption. In certain embodiments, the interface
adapter has an input for receiving an out of band signal;
an out of band tuner for tuning the out of band signal; an
out of band demodulator that converts the out of band
signal to a digital out of band signal; and the digital out
of band signal is passed through the first electrical con-
nector to the service card. According to the invention, the
first electrical connector comprises a PCMCIA connector
and wherein the second electrical connector comprises
a USB connector. In certain examples, the first electrical
connector comprises a PCMCIA connector and wherein
the second electrical connector comprises a computer
bus connector In certain examples, the first electrical con-
nector comprises a PCMCIA connector and wherein the
second electrical connector comprises a custom connec-
tor. According to the invention, the interface circuit com-
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prises a USB interface circuit. In certain embodiments,
the unified memory further stores television signals re-
ceived from the television receiver device.
[0030] An interface adapter device consistent with cer-
tain embodiments has a first electrical connector com-
prising a PCMCIA connector adapted to connect to a
conditional access service card to receive encrypted tel-
evision signals therefrom, wherein the encrypted televi-
sion signals are copy protected; and a second electrical
connector such as a USB connector adapted to connect
to a television receiver device in order to provide the en-
crypted television signals to the television receiver de-
vice. An interface circuit receives the encrypted television
signals from the first electrical connector and adapts the
signals for transmission to a television receiver device
over the second electrical connector, wherein the inter-
face circuit has a buffer transceiver communicating with
the service card, and further has a unified memory in
communication with the buffer transceiver, whereby the
encrypted television signals can be stored on the unified
memory for retrieval by the television receiver device. A
programmed processor is provided wherein the buffer
transceiver and the unified memory operate under control
of the programmed processor. An input receives an out
of band signal and an out of band tuner tunes the out of
band signal. An out of band demodulator converts the
out of band signal to a digital out of band signal. Wherein
the digital out of band signal is passed through the first
electrical connector to the service card. In certain em-
bodiments, the unified memory further stores television
signals received from the television receiver device. In
certain examples, a digital television receiver device, has
an electrical connector having a non-PCMCIA connector
adapted to indirectly connect to a service card through
an interface adapter, wherein the interface adapter con-
nects direct to the service card to receive encrypted tel-
evision signals from the service card. A copy protection
circuit decrypts the encrypted television signals received
from the interface adapter. A decoder decodes the de-
crypted television signals for rendering.
[0031] In certain embodiments, the receiver device al-
so has a memory and the encrypted television signals
are retrieved from memory for delivery to the copy pro-
tection circuit. In certain embodiments, the unified mem-
ory further stores television signals received from the tel-
evision receiver device. In certain embodiments, the en-
crypted television signals are encrypted using one of
DFAST, DTCP encryption. In certain embodiments, the
electrical connector comprises a USB connector. Ac-
cording to the invention, the receiver device has a USB
interface circuit. In certain examples, the electrical con-
nector comprises a computer bus connector. In certain
embodiments, the interface adapter is factory installed
in the digital television receiver device. In certain embod-
iments, a service card is connected to the electrical con-
nector. In certain embodiments, the interface adapter is
user installable in the digital television receiver device.
[0032] While certain embodiments herein were de-

scribed in conjunction with specific circuitry that carries
out the functions described, and other embodiments are
may in which the circuit functions are carried out using
equivalent embodiments executed on one or more pro-
grammed processors. General purpose computers, mi-
croprocessor based computers, micro-controllers, opti-
cal computers, analog computers, dedicated processors,
application specific circuits and/or dedicated hard wired
logic, analog circuitry, pluralities of such devices and
combinations of such devices in centralized or distributed
configurations may be used to construct alternative
equivalent embodiments. Other embodiments could be
implemented using hardware component equivalents
such as special purpose hardware and/or dedicated
processors. Certain embodiments may be implemented
using one or more programmed processors executing
programming instructions that in certain instances are
broadly described above in flow chart form that can be
stored on any suitable electronic or computer readable
storage medium (such as, for example, disc storage,
Read Only Memory (ROM) devices, Random Access
Memory (RAM) devices, network memory devices, opti-
cal storage elements, magnetic storage elements, mag-
neto-optical storage elements, flash memory, core mem-
ory and/or other equivalent volatile and non-volatile stor-
age technologies) and / or can be transmitted over any
suitable electronic communication medium. However,
those skilled in the art will appreciate, upon consideration
of the present teaching, that the processes described
above can be implemented in any number of variations
and in many suitable programming languages without
departing from the present invention. For example, the
order of certain operations carried out can often be var-
ied, additional operations can be added or operations
can be deleted without departing from the invention. Error
trapping can be added and/or enhanced and variations
can be made in user interface and information presenta-
tion without departing from the present invention.
[0033] While certain illustrative embodiments have
been described, it is evident that many alternatives, mod-
ifications, permutations and variations will become ap-
parent to those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing
description within the scope of the claims. The following
numbered clauses provide further example aspects while
the invention is defined in the claims.

1. An interface adapter device, comprising:

a first electrical connector comprising a PCMCIA
connector adapted to connect to a conditional
access service card to receive encrypted televi-
sion signals therefrom, wherein the encrypted
television signals are copy protected;
a second electrical connector comprising a USB
connector adapted to connect to a television re-
ceiver device in order to provide the encrypted
television signals to the television receiver de-
vice;
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an interface circuit that receives the encrypted
television signals from the first electrical connec-
tor and adapts the signals for transmission to a
television receiver device over the second elec-
trical connector, wherein the interface circuit
comprises a buffer transceiver communicating
with the service card, and further comprises a
unified memory in communication with the buffer
transceiver, whereby the encrypted television
signals can be stored on the unified memory for
retrieval by the television receiver device;
a programmed processor and wherein the buffer
transceiver and the unified memory operate un-
der control of the programmed processor;
an input for receiving an out of band signal;
an out of band tuner for tuning the out of band
signal;
an out of band demodulator that converts the
out of band signal to a digital out of band signal;
and
wherein the digital out of band signal is passed
through the first electrical connector to the serv-
ice card, wherein the unified memory further
stores television signals received from the tele-
vision receiver device.

2. A digital television receiver device, comprising:

an electrical connector comprising a non-PCM-
CIA connector adapted to indirectly connect to
a service card through an interface adapter,
wherein the interface adapter connects direct to
the service card to receive encrypted television
signals from the service card;
a copy protection circuit that decrypts the en-
crypted television signals received from the in-
terface adapter; and
a decoder that decodes the decrypted television
signals for rendering.

3. The digital television receiver device according to
clause 2, further comprising a memory and wherein
the encrypted television signals are retrieved from
memory for delivery to the copy protection circuit.

4. The device according to clause 3, wherein the
unified memory further stores television signals re-
ceived from the television receiver device.

5. The digital television receiver device according to
clause 2, wherein the encrypted television signals
are encrypted using one of DFAST, DTCP encryp-
tion.

6. The digital television receiver device according to
clause 2, wherein the electrical connector comprises
a USB connector.

7. The device according to clause 5, further compris-
ing a USB interface circuit.

8. The device according to clause 2, wherein the
electrical connector comprises a computer bus con-
nector.

9. The device according to clause 2, wherein the
interface adapter is factory installed in the digital tel-
evision receiver device.

10. The device according to clause 2, further com-
prising a service card connected to the electrical con-
nector.

11. The device according to clause 1, wherein the
interface adapter is user installable in the digital tel-
evision receiver device.

Claims

1. An interface adapter device (14) that is separate but
connectable to a television, the interface adapter de-
vice, comprising:

a first electrical connector (16) that is a PCMCIA
connector and is adapted to connect to a con-
ditional access service card to receive encrypt-
ed television signals therefrom;
a second electrical connector (12) that is a USB
connector and is adapted to connect to a televi-
sion receiver device in a television in order to
provide the encrypted television signals to the
television receiver device;
an interface circuit that receives the encrypted
television signals from the first electrical connec-
tor and adapts the signals for transmission to a
television receiver device over the second elec-
trical connector, an input for receiving an out of
band signal;
an out of band tuner for tuning the out of band
signal;
an out of band demodulator that converts the
out of band signal to a digital out of band signal;
and
wherein the digital out of band signal is passed
through the first electrical connector to the serv-
ice card.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the inter-
face circuit comprises a transceiver having a buffer
operable to communicate with the service card, and
further comprises a memory in communication with
the transceiver, whereby the encrypted television
signals can be stored on the memory for retrieval by
the television receiver device.
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3. The device according to claim 2, further comprising
a programmed processor and wherein the transceiv-
er and the memory operate under control of the pro-
grammed processor.

4. The device according to claim 1 or 3, wherein the
encrypted television signals are encrypted using one
of DFAST and DTCP encryption.

5. The device according to claim 1 or 3, wherein the
interface circuit comprises a USB interface circuit.

6. The device according to claim 1, wherein the inter-
face circuit comprises additional mass storage mem-
ory that may be used by the television receiver de-
vice.

7. The device according to claim 1, wherein the inter-
face circuit comprises a transceiver operating under
control of a programmed processor residing within
the television receiver device.

8. An interface adapter device according to claim 1
wherein the interface circuit comprises a transceiver
having a buffer operable to communicate with the
service card, and further comprises a memory in
communication with the transceiver, whereby the en-
crypted television signals can be stored on the mem-
ory for retrieval by the television receiver device;
a programmed processor and wherein the transceiv-
er and the memory operate under control of the pro-
grammed processor;
an input for receiving an out of band signal;
an out of band tuner for tuning the out of band signal;
an out of band demodulator that converts the out of
band signal to a digital out of band signal; and
wherein the digital out of band signal is passed
through the first electrical connector to the service
card.

9. The device according to claim 3 or 8, wherein the
memory further stores television signals received
from the television receiver device.

Patentansprüche

1. Schnittstellen-Adaptervorrichtung (14), die von ei-
nem Fernsehgerät getrennt ist, jedoch damit verbun-
den werden kann, wobei die Schnittstellen-Adapter-
vorrichtung Folgendes umfasst:

einen ersten elektrischen Verbinder (16), der ein
PCMCIA-Verbinder ist und dafür ausgelegt ist,
mit einer Karte für bedingten Zugriffsdienst ver-
bunden zu werden, um hiervon verschlüsselte
Fernsehsignale zu empfangen;
einen zweiten elektrischen Verbinder (12), der

ein USB-Verbinder ist und dafür ausgelegt ist,
mit einer Fernsehempfängervorrichtung in ei-
nem Fernsehgerät verbunden zu werden, um
die verschlüsselten Fernsehsignale für die Fern-
sehempfängervorrichtung bereitzustellen;
eine Schnittstellenschaltung, die die verschlüs-
selten Fernsehsignale von dem ersten elektri-
schen Verbinder empfängt und die Signale für
die Übertragung an eine Fernsehempfängervor-
richtung über den zweiten elektrischen Verbin-
der anpasst und einen Eingang für den Empfang
eines Außerbandsignals besitzt;
ein Außerbandabstimmgerät zum Abstimmen
des Außerbandsignals; und
einen Außerbandemodulator, der das Außer-
bandsignal in ein digitales Außerbandsignal um-
setzt;
wobei das digitale Außerbandsignal über den
ersten elektrischen Verbinder zu der Dienstkar-
te geschickt wird.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schnittstel-
lenschaltung einen Sender/Empfänger, der einen
Puffer besitzt, der mit der Dienstkarte kommunizie-
ren kann, und ferner einen Speicher, der mit dem
Sender/Empfänger kommuniziert, umfasst, wo-
durch die verschlüsselten Fernsehsignale in dem
Speicher gespeichert werden können, um durch die
Fernsehempfängervorrichtung wiedergewonnen zu
werden.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, die ferner einen pro-
grammierten Prozessor enthält, wobei der Sen-
der/Empfänger und der Speicher unter der Steue-
rung des programmierten Prozessors arbeiten.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 3, wobei die ver-
schlüsselten Fernsehsignale unter Verwendung ei-
ner DFAST- oder einer DTCP-Verschlüsselung ver-
schlüsselt sind.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 3, wobei die
Schnittstellenschaltung eine USB-Schnittstellen-
schaltung umfasst.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schnittstel-
lenschaltung einen zusätzlichen Massenspeicher
umfasst, der von der Fernsehempfängsvorrichtung
verwendet werden kann.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schnittstel-
lenschaltung einen Sender/Empfänger umfasst, der
unter der Steuerung eines programmierten Prozes-
sors arbeitet, der sich in der Fernsehempfängervor-
richtung befindet.

8. Schnittstellen-Adaptervorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die Schnittstellenschaltung einen Sen-
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der/Empfänger mit einem Puffer, der betreibbar ist,
um mit der Dienstkarte zu kommunizieren, und fer-
ner einen Speicher, der mit dem Sender/Empfänger
kommuniziert, umfasst, wodurch die verschlüssel-
ten Fernsehsignale in dem Speicher gespeichert
werden können, um durch die Fernsehempfänger-
vorrichtung wiedergewonnen zu werden;
einen programmierten Prozessor, wobei der Sen-
der/Empfänger und der Speicher unter der Steue-
rung des programmierten Prozessors arbeiten;
einen Eingang zum Empfangen eines Außerbandsi-
gnals;
eine Außerbandabstimmeinrichtung zum Abstim-
men des Außerbandsignals; und
einen Außerbanddemodulator, der das Außerband-
signal in ein digitales Außerbandsignal umsetzt;
wobei das digitale Außerbandsignal über den ersten
elektrischen Verbinder zu der Dienstkarte geschickt
wird.

9. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 3 oder 8, wobei der Spei-
cher ferner Fernsehsignale speichert, die von der
Fernsehempfängervorrichtung empfangen werden.

Revendications

1. Dispositif adaptateur d’interface (14) distinct d’une
télévision mais apte à s’y connecter, le dispositif
adaptateur d’interface comprenant :

un premier connecteur électrique (16) prenant
la forme d’un connecteur PCMCIA et adapté à
se connecter à une carte de service à accès
conditionnel pour en recevoir des signaux de
télévision chiffrés ;
un deuxième connecteur électrique (12) prenant
la forme d’un connecteur USB et adapté à se
connecter à un dispositif récepteur de télévision
dans une télévision dans le but de fournir les
signaux de télévision chiffrés au dispositif récep-
teur de télévision ;
un circuit d’interface qui reçoit les signaux de
télévision chiffrés depuis le premier connecteur
électrique et adapte les signaux en vue de leur
transmission à un dispositif récepteur de télévi-
sion via le deuxième connecteur électrique, une
entrée destinée à recevoir un signal hors
bande ;
un syntoniseur hors bande destiné à syntoniser
le signal hors bande ;
un démodulateur hors bande qui convertit le si-
gnal hors bande en un signal hors bande
numérique ; et
le signal hors bande numérique étant transmis
à la carte de service par le biais du premier con-
necteur électrique.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le cir-
cuit d’interface comprend un émetteur-récepteur do-
té d’un tampon utilisable pour communiquer avec la
carte de service, et comprenant en outre une mé-
moire en communication avec l’émetteur-récepteur,
moyennant quoi les signaux de télévision chiffrés
peuvent être stockés sur la mémoire en vue de leur
extraction par le dispositif récepteur de télévision.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre un processeur programmé et dans lequel
l’émetteur-récepteur et la mémoire fonctionnent
sous la commande du processeur programmé.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 3, dans lequel
les signaux de télévision chiffrés sont chiffrés à l’aide
d’un chiffrement DFAST et DTCP.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 3, dans lequel
le circuit d’interface comprend un circuit d’interface
USB.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le cir-
cuit d’interface comprend une mémoire de stockage
de masse supplémentaire susceptible d’être utilisée
par le dispositif de réception TV.

7. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le cir-
cuit d’interface comprend un émetteur-récepteur
fonctionnant sous la commande d’un processeur
programmé résidant dans le dispositif récepteur de
télévision.

8. Dispositif adaptateur d’interface selon la revendica-
tion 1, dans lequel le circuit d’interface comprend un
émetteur-récepteur doté d’un tampon utilisable pour
communiquer avec la carte de service, et compre-
nant en outre une mémoire en communication avec
l’émetteur-récepteur, moyennant quoi les signaux
de télévision chiffrés peuvent être stockés sur la mé-
moire en vue de leur extraction par le dispositif ré-
cepteur de télévision ;
un processeur programmé, l’émetteur-récepteur et
la mémoire fonctionnant sous la commande du pro-
cesseur programmé ;
une entrée destinée à recevoir un signal hors bande ;
un syntoniseur hors bande destiné à syntoniser le
signal hors bande ;
un démodulateur hors bande qui convertit le signal
hors bande en un signal hors bande numérique ; et
le signal hors bande numérique étant transmis à la
carte de service par le biais du premier connecteur
électrique.

9. Dispositif selon la revendication 3 ou 8, dans lequel
la mémoire stocke en outre des signaux de télévision
reçus depuis le dispositif récepteur de télévision.
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