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Pulsatile  pump  for  extracorporeal  circulation. 

F i g j b  
©  A  pulsatile  pump  for  extracorporeal  circulation  in 
cardiosurgery  is  disclosed,  which  is  constituted  by  a 
housing  chamber  (1)  inside  which  a  length  of  an 
elastic  hose  (2)  is  inserted,  which  chamber  (1)  is 
fitted  with  two  squeeze  valves  (4,5),  one  of  which  is 
for  suction  (mitral  valve)  (4)  and  the  other  of  which  is 
for  delivery  (aortic  valve)  (5),  and  with  an  electro- 
pneumatically  actuated  plate  (or  pusher)  (6)  which,  in 
the  systolic  step  (ejection)  partially  compresses  the 
hose  (2)  carrying  out  a  rototranslational  movement 
and,  in  the  diastolic  step  (filling)  goes  away  from  the 
hose  (2),  with  an  analogous  movement,  allowing  the 

^ s a m e   hose  (2)  to  relax. 

CO 
CO 

A  microprocessor-control  system  makes  it  passi- 
on  ble  the  pump  to  operate,  besides  in  manual  mode 

and  in  automatic  mode,  also  in  syntony  with  the 
£j  patient's  ECG. 
CO 
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PULSATILE  PUMP  FOR  EXTRA-CORPOREAL  CIRCULATION 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  pulsatile 
pump  useable  in  cardiosurgery  for  extracorporeal 
circulation. 

More  particularly,  the  object  of  the  present 
invention  is  a  pulsatile  pump  essentially  constituted 
by  a  housing  chamber,  inside  which  a  length  is 
inserted  of  an  elastic  hose,  which  chamber  is  fitted 
with  two  squeeze  valves,  i.e.,  a  suction  valve  and  a 
delivery  valve,  and  with  an  electropneumatically- 
driven  pusher  body. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  the  importance  of 
inducing  an  extracorporeal  circulation  which  is  as 
"physiologic"  as  possible  was  stressed  by  many 
studies.  In  particular,  the  choice  of  a  pulsatile  per- 
fusion  instead  of  a  traditional,  non-pulsatile  perfu- 
sion.  was  regarded  as  superior  as  regards  the 
reduction  of  the  peripheral  resistances  (K.M.  Tayl- 
or.  J.  Thorac.  Cardiovas.  Surg.,  75,  569-83  (1978); 
J.  Dunn.  J.  Thorac.  Cardiovas.  Surg.,  68,  138-47 
(1974):  and  H.  Soroff,  Arch.  Surg.,  9a  321-25 
•  1969)),  the  rapidity  and  uniformity  of  patient  cool- 
ing  and  heating  (G.  D.  Williams,  J.  Thorac.  Car- 
diovas.  Surg.,  78,  667-77  (1979)),  the  reduction  of 
the  hormonal  and  methabolic  disfunctions  (W.  F. 
Bremmer.  J.  Thorac.  Cardiovas.  Surg.,  75,  392-99 
(1978)),  and  the  decrease  of  cerebral  damage 
(K.M.  Taylor,  "Effects  of  pulsatile  flow  and  arterial 
line  filtration  on  cerebral  cellular  damage  during 
open  heart  surgery",  Open  Heart  Surgery,  Springer 
Verfag,  Berlino,  1982;  and  T.  Matsumoto,  Am. 
Surg..  1971,  61-64). 

The  need  for  realizing  a  pulsatile  perfusion  in 
order  to  obtain  better  operative  and  post-operative 
patient  conditions,  is  particularly  felt  in  infantile  and 
pediatnc  cardio-surgery,  owing  to  the  greater  critic- 
ity  of  the  patient. 

The  use  is  known  of  pulsatile-flow  pumps, 
which  are  obtained  by  means  of  suitable  modifica- 
tions  supplied  to  the  traditional  peristaltic  roller- 
pumps,  or  by  coupling  these  latter  in  series  to 
oscillating-flow  pumps;  such  devices  produce  a  so- 
■o-say  "pulsed"  flow,  but  are  not  anyway  capable 
of  realizing  a  truly  pulsatile  flow,  i.e.,  such  a  flow  as 
to  ideally  overlap  to  the  physiologic  flow,  inasmuch 
as  they  do  not  realize  a  short-enough  rise  time  of 
the  aortal  pressure  curve,  and  in  the  flowrate  curve 
they  snow  the  typical  ripples  due  to  the  separation 
of  the  rollers  from  the  relevant  seat.  Furthermore, 
with  such  devices,  the  diastolic  stroke  of  the  pump 
necessarily  coincides  with  the  systolic  stroke  there- 
of,  an  adjustment  of  the  flow  curve  during  the 
suction  stroke  being  hence  impossible. 

Furthermore,  from  U.S.  patent  No.  4,239,464  a 
pump  is  known,  which  is  substantially  different 
from  the  above  discussed  pumps,  and  realizes  a 

truly  pulsatile  flow,  by  shifting  the  fluid  column 
contained  inside  a  length  of  flexible  hose,  by 
squeezing  this  latter  by  means  of  a  plate.  In  order 
to  prevent  the  reverse  flow,  at  both  hose  ends  two 

5  valves  are  provided,  which  consist  of  two  plates 
which  do  not  squeeze  the  hose  to  a  complete 
extent,  but  cause  such  a  large  pressure  drop,  that 
the  possible  flowing  back  can  be  regarded  as  neg- 
ligible.  The  movement  of  the  squeezing  plate,  as 

w  well  as  the  movement  of  the  plates  of  the  valves 
consists  of  a  pure  translation.  Furthermore,  accord- 
ing  to  as  disclosed  in  said  patent,  it  is  driven  by 
means  of  a  cam  system.  By  this  type  of  pumps, 
the  impulse  frequence  and  the  systolic  discharge 

15  can  be  adjusted,  and  the  synchronization  with  pa- 
tient's  ECG  can  be  established,  whilst  the  ratio 
between  the  systole  duration  to  the  duration  of  the 
whole  cycle,  and  the  positioning  of  the  systole 
inside  said  cycle  cannot  be  changed,  precisely 

20  owing  to  the  system,  by  means  of  which  the 
squeezing  is  accomplished  (a  system  of  volumetric 
type,  with  the  movement  drive  being  controlled  by 
a  cam  outline). 

The  object  of  the  present  invention  is  therefore 
25  a  pump  which  generates  a  truly  pulsatile  flow,  and 

which  can  be  adjusted  and  controlled  in  such  a 
way  that  the  outline  of  the  generated  flow  can 
ideally  overlap  to  an  extent  as  large  as  possible  to 
the  physiologic  flow. 

30  The  operating  principle  of  the  pump  according 
to  the  present  invention  which  fulfils  such  requi- 
sites,  is  based  on  the  guided  compression  and 
relaxation  of  a  length  of  elastic  hose,  housed  inside 
a  chamber  fitted  with  squeeze  valves.  The  pumping 

35  action  is  carried  out  by  an  electropneumatically- 
driven  plate  (or  pusher),  which  realizes  a  rototran- 
slational  movement. 

More  particularly,  referring  to  Figures  1a)  and 
1b),  which  schematically  show  the  pumping  body 

40  and,  in  case  of  Figure  1b),  its  operation  in  the 
systolic  stroke,  is  constituted  by  a  housing  cham- 
ber  (1)  inside  which  a  length  of  an  elastic  hose  (2) 
is  housed,  which  is  in  close  contact  with  a  support 
plate  (3);  such  a  chamber  is  fitted  with  two  squeeze 

45  valves,  one  of  which  is  for  suction  (mitral  valve)  (4) 
and  the  other  of  which  is  for  delivery  (aortic  valve) 
(5),  and  with  a  plate  (or  pusher)  (6)  which,  in  the 
systolic  stroke  (ejection)  partially  compresses  the 
hose  by  performing  a  rototranslational  movement 

so  controlled  by  the  actuation,  in  a  suitable  succes- 
sion,  of  four  thrust  stems  (7). 

The  ejected  volume  is  a  function  of  the  extent 
of  hose  squeezing,  which  is  never  total,  and  is 
controlled  by  the  height  reached  by  the  pusher  at 
systole  end. 
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latter,  which  additional  valve  produces  anyway  an 
opposite  volume  change  in  the  length  of  hose  in  a 
far  away  position  from  the  same  valve. 

The  use  of  a  volumetric  compensator  for  each 
5  valve,  serves  to  prevent  that  the  movements  of 

closure  and  of  opening  of  the  valves  may  cause 
movements  of  fluid  towards  the  interior  or  towards 
the  outside  of  the  length  of  the  elastic  hose,  move- 
ments  which,  among  others,  would  cause  very  high 

io  speeds  through  very  narrow  areas,  and  hence  high 
risks  of  haematic  damages. 

For  example,  the  closure  valve  determines,  at 
the  closure  time,  a  decrease  in  the  available  vol- 
ume  inside  the  inner  portion  of  the  hose.  Such  a 

15  decrease  in  volume,  which,  in  the  specific  case,  is 
slightly  larger  than  1  cc,  would  impose  the  ejection 
of  such  a  volume  from  the  interior  of  the  hose 
through  an  orifice  which  is  becoming  smaller  and 
smaller  as  the  total  closure  of  the  valve  is  ap- 

zo  proaching.  Such  a  fact  is  detrimental  from  a  fluid- 
dynamic  and  haemodynamic  viewpoint,  in  that  it 
involves  high  flowing  speeds  of  the  blood  stream 
through  the  above-said  orifice  of  progressively  de- 
creasing  dimensions,  speeds  which  tend  to  reach 

25  higher  and  higher  values  as  the  total  closure  of  the 
valve  is  approaching. 

This  drawback  is  extremely  reduced,  if  not 
totally  prevented,  by  the  presence  of  the  volumetric 
compensator  (8),  which,  in  case  of  valve  closure, 

30  renders  available,  in  a  suitable  position  inside  the 
hose,  a  volume  equal  to  the  volume  which  other- 
ways  would  be  expelled. 

A  same  and  opposite  action,  obviously  with 
identical  advantageous  fluid-dynamic  and 

35  haemodynamic  effects,  is  carried  out  by  the  com- 
pensator  when  the  valve  opens,  by  subtracting 
from  the  volume  of  the  ventricular  hose,  a  volume 
equal  to  the  volume  made  available  by  the  valve 
during  the  opening  stroke. 

40  The  use  of  such  valves  equipped  with  volu- 
metric  compensators  represents  a  further  object  of 
the  present  invention,  independently  from  the  par- 
ticular  type  of  pulsatile  valve  used. 

These  valves  with  compensator  can  in  fact  be 
45  adapted  to  other  types  of  pumps  too. 

Referring  to  Figure  3,  in  the  pump  according  to 
the  present  invention,  the  pusher  (6)  is  driven  by 
four  double-effect  pneumatic  cylinders  (7). 

Its  motion  causes  a  variation  in  the  internal 
so  volume  of  the  hose  (with  a  parabolic  law,  in  first 

approximation,  as  a  function  of  the  advancement), 
and  therefore  a  fluid  suction,  or  a  fluid  ejection. 

The  large  number  of  cylinders  (which  need  not 
necessarily  be  four,  as  shown  in  Figure  3  for  exem- 

55  plifying  purposes,  but  can  also  be  2,  or  more  than 
4),  and  their  distribution  has  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing  an  oscillatory  movement  of  the  thrust  plate: 
both  ends  (the  end  closer  to  the  aortal  valve,  and 

In  the  diastolic  stroke  (filling),  the  pusher 
moves  downwards  again,  making  it  possible  the 
hose  to  elastically  relax  and  therefore  the  fluid  to 
be  sucked  from  the  intake  end. 

The  valves  and  the  pusher  are  actuated  with 
compressed  air  by  means  of  a  hydraulic  feed  sys- 
tem,  and  electrovalves  of  on-off  type. 

More  particularly,  each  one  of  both  said  valves 
is  driven  by  a  double-effect  pneumatic  cylinder. 
The  cylinder  is  driven  by  two  identical  electroval- 
ves,  which  must  be  excited  in  a  complementary 
way. 

Referring  to  Figure  2,  which  schematically 
shows  the  pneumatic  circuit  of  a  valve  ((4)  or  (5)), 
in  order  that  the  valve  may  be  closed,  the  elec- 
trovalve  (11)  must  be  energized  and  the  elec- 
trovalve  (10)  must  be  de-energized;  and  vice-versa, 
if  the  valve  has  to  be  opened. 

The  advancement  of  the  so-actuated  valve 
closes  the  hose,  by  squeezing  it  against  the  sup- 
port  plate.  In  correspondence  of  each  valve,  the 
support  plate  is  provided  with  a  protrusion  (9),  so 
that  the  actual  closure  of  the  hose  takes  place 
owing  to  the  compression  between  the  same  valve 
and  the  protrusion  on  the  support  plate. 

According  to  a  preferred  form  of  practical  em- 
bodiment,  both  the  valve  and  the  protrusion  (9)  are 
so  shaped  as  to  minimize  the  contact  surface  be- 
tween  the  mutually  opposite  inner  walls  of  the 
hose,  thus  reducing  a  possible  cause  of 
haemolysis. 

According  to  a  still  more  preferred  form  of 
practical  embodiment,  with  each  valve  a  volumetric 
compensator  (8)  is  coupled,  which  is  positioned  on 
the  opposite  side  relatively  to  the  corresponding 
valve.  This  compensator  has  the  purpose  of  induc- 
ing  inside  the  hose  (2)  subject  to  the  pumping 
action,  a  change  in  the  inner  volume  equal  to  that 
induced  by  the  movement  of  the  valve,  and  of 
opposite  sign.  Such  a  volumetric  compensator  will 
be  preferably  constituted,  as  shown  in  Figures  1a) 
and  1b),  by  a  cylinder  freely  revolutionary  around 
its  axis,  fastened  to  an  end  of  a  rocker  arm,  at  the 
other  end  of  which  the  body  of  the  squeeze  valve 
is  fastened.  In  such  a  way,  when  th'e  valve  is 
opened,  at  the  opposite  end  a  reduction  will  be 
caused  in  the  volume  of  the  hose,  with  a  com- 
pensating  effect,  due  to  the  pressure  exerted  by 
the  cylinder  on  the  hose,  and,  vice-versa,  when  the 
valve  is  closed,  the  moving  away  of  the  cylinder 
from  the  hose,  with  the  consequent  relaxation  of 
the  same  hose,  will  produce  a  corresponding  in- 
crease  in  the  internal  volume  of  the  same  hose, 
with  an  overall  zero  effect. 

As  an  alternative,  as  the  volumetric  compensa: 
tion  means,  an  additional  squeeze  valve  can  be 
used,  which  is  functionally  connected  with  the  main 
valve  and  moves  in  a  contrary  direction  to  this 
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charged  at  the  end  of  each  cycle,  and  they  are 
empty  at  the  onset  of  the  following  systole  stroke, 
determining,  owing  to  their  integral  pneumatic  be- 
haviour,  a  gradual  and  controlled  increase  in  the 

5  pressure  of  the  air  fed  to  the  cylinders. 
In  Figure  3,  the  pusher-driving  sub-unit  is  sche- 

matically  shown.  In  this  sub-unit,  piloted  pneumatic 
electrovalves  ((16),  (17),  (18)  and  (19))  are  used, 
and  for  each  of  them  a  pilot  electrovalve  ((20),  (21), 

io  (22)  and  (23))  is  used:  the  effect  obtained  is  that  it 
is  necessary  to  control  four  electrovalves  in  order 
to  obtain  the  reciprocating  movement  of  the  push- 
er;  EN  pressurizes  the  thrust  chambers,  SC  dis- 
charges  them;  RT  discharges  the  return  chambers 

75  and  ML  pressurizes  them.  In  order  to  obtain  the 
advancement  of  the  pusher  with  the  compression 
of  the  hose  (2),  SC  and  EN  must  be  energized 
(chambers  under  pressure)  and  RT  must  be  de- 
energized  (counter-chamber  discharged),  whilst,  in 

20  order  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  pusher,  SC  and  EN 
must  be  de-energized  (chambers  discharged),  and 
RT  and  ML  must  be  energized  (counter-chambers 
under  pressure). 

In  particular,  in  Figure  3: 
25  SC  =  logic  group  of  electrovalves  16,  20; 

EN  =  logic  group  of  electrovalves  17,  21; 
ML  =  logic  group  of  electrovalves  18,  22; 
RT  =  logic  group  of  electrovalves  19,  23. 

The  system  indicated  by  the  reference  numeral 
30  (15)  is  the  chamber  damping  the  movement  of 

advancement  of  the  pusher,  whilst,  by  the  refer- 
ence  numeral  (24),  the  chamber  damping  the  re- 
turn  movement  of  the  pusher  is  indicated. 

Similar  damping  systems  of  viscous  type  were 
35  used  for  the  suction  and  the  delivery  valves.  This, 

in  order  to  prevent  too  fast  movements,  harmful  for 
blood,  with  simultaneously  ensuring  the  complete 
closure  of  the  valves  without  bleeding  through 
them.  In  such  a  way,  in  fact,  we  succeeded  in 

40  obtaininng  a  gradual  enough,  but  suitably  fast, 
valve  actuation,  capable  of  securing  a  movement 
time  of  the  order  of  60/100  milliseconds,  according 
to  whether  the  valves  are  opened  or  closed. 

According  to  a  preferred  form  of  practical  em- 
45  bodiment,  the  pumping  device  is  furthermore  pro- 

vided  with  photocells,  which  identify  the  exact  point 
in  time  at  which  the  valves  begin  to  open  or  to 
close.  The  actuation  of  the  valves  is  in  fact  char- 
acterized  by  a  certain  delay,  substantially  of  pneu- 

50  matic  type,  deriving  from  the  need  of  introducing 
adequate  amounts  of  pressurized  fluid  into  the  re- 
spective  actuation  pushers. 

The  photocells  exactly  identify  the  time  point  at 
which  the  valves  begin  to  open  or  to  close,  and  this 

55  signal  is  sent  to  the  control  system,  which  com- 
pares  it  to  the  point  in  time  at  which  the  actuation 
was  commanded,  computes  the  delay  of  the  one 
time  point  relatively  to  the  other,  and  memorizes  it; 

the  end  closer  to  the  mitralic  valve)  do  not  move 
together,  but  the  end  closer  to  the  mitralic  valve 
(the  valve  at  the  suction  end)  advances  (and  moves 
backwards)  before  the  other.  This  particular  move- 
ment  presents  much  less  risks,  from  a  haemolytic 
point  of  view,  than  a  simply  translating  plate,  in 
that,  with  the  flowrate  being  the  same,  larger  sur- 
face  areas  are  available  for  the  fluid  to  flow  with 
lower  speeds. 

The  valves  and  the  pusher  are  suitably  en- 
ergized  with  compressed  air,  by  means  of  a  hy- 
draulic  circuit  and  a  system  of  control  electroval- 
ves. 

In  practice,  compressed  air  available  from  a 
feed  line  is  treated  with  a  reducer  filter  with  the 
automatic  discharge  of  the  condensate,  so  as  to 
obtain  dry  air  at  the  desired  pressure,  which  is 
supplied  to  the  control  pneumatic  system. 

The  oscillation  of  the  pusher  is  obtained  by 
installing  throttling  means  (13)  in  the  network  feed- 
ing  the  cylinders  (12),  so  that  the  farther  cylinders 
are  delayed  relatively  to  the  nearer  cylinders,  and 
the  delay  is  adjusted  by  acting  on  the  throttling 
means. 

The  compressed  air  necessary  for  actuating 
the  cylinders  which  drive  the  pusher,  will  not  be 
directly  drawn  from  the  feed  line,  but  compressed 
air  drawn  from  an  energization  tank  (14)  will  be 
used.  This  energization  tank,  which  substantially 
consists  of  a  variable-volume  chamber,  is  charged 
in  its  turn,  more  or  less  intensely  according  to 
needs,  by  drawing  in  a  suitable  and  controlled  way 
compressed  air  from  the  feed  line.  In  fact,  when 
compressed  air  from  the  line  is  used  in  order  to 
actuate  the  cylinders,  when  the  energization  de- 
mand  for  the  fluid  to  be  pumped  decreases,  a 
time-controlled  feed  of  compressed  air  to  said  cyl- 
inders  has  to  be  carried  out.  The  smaller  the  en- 
ergy  demand  will  be,  the  shorter  the  time  will  be, 
during  which  compressed  air  is  supplied  to  the 
cylinders.  In  such  a  way,  the  thrust  action  is  con- 
centrated  during  the  first  systolic  stroke,  during 
which  all  required  ventricular  ejection  ends.  From  a 
physiologic  viewpoint,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
more  suitable  that  such  an  ejection  was  determined 
by  a  less  intense,  longer-lasting  energization.  The 
use  of  the  energization  tank  (14)  makes  it  precisely 
possible  the  cylinders  and  the  thrust  plate  to  be 
actuated  with  an  adjustable  feed  pressure,  adapt- 
able  to  the  various  requirements. 

Between  the  energization  tank  and  the  cyl- 
inders,  two  damping  chambers  (15)  and  (24)  are 
inserted,  which  make  it  possible  a  gradual  and 
controlled  increase  of  pressure  inside  the  cylinders 
to  take  place.  Such  damping  chambers  generally 
consist  of  lengths  of  small-diameter  hoses,  wound 
to  a  spiral  pattern,  whose  length  and  diameter 
depend  on  the  desired  damping.  They  are  dis- 
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end  of  the  compression,  so  as  to  return  back  to  its 
original  shape  and  size,  in  a  time  compatible  with 
the  physiologic  suction  time,  according  to  a  pre- 
ferred  form  of  practical  embodiment  of  the  present 

5  invention,  the  hose  is  in  no  way  constrained  to  the 
pusher. 

Anyway,  also  other  thermoplastic  materials 
commonly  used  in  the  medical  field  can  be  used, 
which  are  endowed  with  characteristics  of  elasticity 

w  and  hardness  which  are  not  sufficient  to  secure  that 
the  hose  spontaneously  relaxes  in  the  required 
time;  in  such  case,  it  will  be  necessary  to  constrain 
the  hose  to  the  pusher  in  such  a  way  that  both  the 
compression  and  the  subsequent  relaxation  take 

75  place  in  a  guided  way. 
As  regards  the  dimensions  of  the  length  of 

hose,  these  substantially  depend  on  the  dimen- 
sions  of  the  patient. 

The  blood  volume  comprised  between  the  two 
20  valves  must  in  fact  substantially  correspond  to  the 

volume  of  blood  ejected  at  each  beat,  i.e.,  to  the 
systolic  discharge.  For  use  in  infantile  or  pediatric 
cardiosurgery,  therefore,  hoses  will  be  suitably 
used,  the  length  of  which  is  comprised  within  the 

25  range  of  from  20  to  45  cm,  and  whose  diamater  is 
comprised  within  the  range  of  from  1/2  to  3/4  inch. 
On  the  contrary,  in  case  of  an  adult  patient,  instead 
of  a  length  of  hose  having  a  circular  cross-section 
and  an  even  size,  a  length  of  hose  will  be  better 

30  used,  which  has  an  oval  cross-section,  or  a  kind  of 
a  bag/lung  having  an  uniform  cross-section. 

It  is  understood  that  all  these  variations  which 
can  be  supplied  to  the  pump  of  the  invention,  as  it 
is  depicted  in  the  hereto  attached  figures,  in  order 

35  to  better  fit  it  to  the  different  situations,  fall  within 
the  scope  of  the  same  invention. 

cycle  after  cycle,  automatically,  the  actuation  com- 
mand  will  be  anticipated  by  the  so-computed  time, 
so  that  the  actual  actuation  of  the  valve  takes  place 
exactly  at  the  desired  time. 

The  pumping  device  is  furthermore  equipped 
with  position  sensors  of  the  "Hall"  type  (in  order  to 
evaluate  the  position  of  the  pusher)  and  with 
"switch"  photocells,  in  order  to  evaluate  the  correct 
operation  and  the  performances  thereof,  so  as  to 
have  a  feedback  control  action. 

The  optimum  time  points  of  valve  actuation 
depend  in  fact  on  several  factors,  some  of  which 
are  bound  to  the  need  of  a  reliable  coverage  of  the 
strokes  of  closure  of  the  same  valves  (a  valve 
opens  only  after  that  the  other  valve  is  surely 
completely  closed),  other  factors  being  bound  to 
the  movement  of  the  thrust  plate.  As  regards  this 
latter  aspect,  it  is  important  that  the  valve  actuation 
means  produce  closures  and  openings  in  fluid- 
dynamically  stationary  positions  of  the  thrust  plate. 
The  sensors  of  "Hall"  type  make  it  possible  the 
position  of  the  thrust  plate  to  be  evaluated,  and  the 
time  points  of  opening  and  of  closure  of  the  valves 
to  be  so  positioned  in  time,  as  to  render  them 
corresponding  in  an  optimum  way  to  the  laws  of 
movement  of  the  thrust  plate. 

The  control  console,  which  consists  of  a  set  of 
devices  for  controlling  and  displaying  the  operating 
conditions  of  the  pumping  body,  as  well  as  possi- 
ble  external  signals  (ECG,  arterial  pressure),  and  of 
an  electronic  processor  to  which  the  above  said 
information  is  continuously  sent,  constitutes  the 
operating  interface  between  the  system  and  the 
operator,  and  manages  the  functions  of  the  pump- 
ing  body  according  to  a  suitable  program. 

The  machine  makes  it  possible  the  pulsation 
frequency,  the  volume  ejected  at  each  beat  and, 
consequently,  the  desired  average  flow,  to  be  set. 
By  entering  some  basic  data  relevant  to  the  extra- 
corporeal  loop  (type  and  diameter  of  the  cannula), 
and  to  the  patient  (weight  and  body  surface  area), 
such  a  machine  is  capable  of  supplying  a  correct 
perfusion,  by  self-calibrating  during  the  installation 
step,  and  of  showing  the  actual  flowrate  values  also 
in  terms  of  cardiac  indexes. 

The  length  of  hose  used  in  the  pump  of  the 
present  invention  is  of  any  thermoplastic,  biocom- 
patible,  material,  endowed  with  such  characteristics 
of  elasticity  and  viscosity,  as  to  enable  it  to  be 
used  in  this  particular  field.  A  material,  commonly 
used  in  the  clinical  field,  which  is  well-suitable  for 
the  intended  purpose,  is  Silastic(R)  (a  silicone  rub- 
ber  marketed  by  Dow  Corning).  Other  suitable  ma- 
terials  are  those  disclosed,  e.g.,  in  U.S.  patent  No. 
4,578,413. 

When  materials,  like  these,  are  used,  which 
have  such  characteristics  of  elasticity  and  hardness 
as  to  allow  the  hose  to  spontaneously  relax,  at  the 

Claims 
40 

1  .  Pulsatile  pump  for  extracorporeal  circulation 
in  cardiosurgery,  which  is  constituted  by  a  housing 
chamber  in  which  a  length  of  an  elastic  hose  is 
inserted,  which  chamber  is  fitted  with  two  squeeze 

45  valves,  one  of  which  is  for  suction  (mitral  valve) 
and  the  other  of  which  is  for  delivery  (aortic  valve), 
and  with  an  electropneumatically  actuated  plate  (or 
pusher)  which,  in  the  systolic  stroke  (ejection)  par- 
tially  compresses  the  hose  carrying  out  a  rototran- 

50  slational  movement  and,  in  the  diastolic  stroke 
(filling)  goes  away  from  it  with  an  analogous  move- 
ment,  allowing  the  same  hose  to  relax. 

2.  Pump  according  to  claim  1,  wherein  the 
movement  of  rototranslation  of  the  pusher  is  con- 

55  trolled  by  the  actuation,  according  to  a  suitable 
sequence,  of  a  set  of  pneumatic  cylinders. 

3.  Pump  according  to  claim  2,  wherein  the 
cylinders  which  actuate  the  pusher  are  four. 
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4.  Pump  according  to  claim  1,  wherein,  in 
correspondence  of  each  valve,  the  support  plate  for 
the  elastic  hose  has  a  protrusion  positioned  in  such 
a  way  that  the  closure  of  the  hose  takes  place 
owing  to  the  compression  of  said  hose  between  the  5 
valve  and  the  protrusion  of  the  support  plate. 

5.  Pump  according  to  claim  4,  wherein  the 
valve  and  the  protrusion  are  suitably  shaped. 

6.  Pump  according  to  claim  1,  wherein  with 
each  valve  a  volumetric  compensator  is  coupled,  w 
which  moves  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  move- 
ment  of  the  same  valve,  and  such  as  to  determine 
an  equal  volume  change,  of  opposite  sign,  inside 
the  length  of  hose  in  a  remote  position  relatively  to 
the  same  valve.  is 

7.  Pump  according  to  any  of  the  preceding 
claims,  wherein  the  pneumatic  energizing  of  the 
valves  and  of  the  pusher  is  carried  out  with  com- 
pressed  air. 

8.  Pump  according  to  claim  7,  wherein  the  20 
compressed  air  for  actuating  the  cylinders  is  drawn 
from  an  energization  tank,  which  is  charged  in  its 
turn  with  air  drawn  from  the  feed  line. 

9.  Pump  according  to  the  preceding  claim, 
wherein  between  the  energization  tank  and  the  25 
cylinders  which  actuate  the  pusher,  a  damping 
chamber  is  inserted,  which  makes  it  possible  the 
pressure  of  the  air  supplied  to  the  cylinders  to  be 
increased  in  a  gradual  and  controlled  way. 

10.  Pump  according  to  any  of  the  preceding  30 
claims,  wherein  the  valve  actuation  systems  are 
equipped  with  viscous  damping  chambers. 

1  1  .  Pump  according  to  any  of  the  preceding 
claims,  wherein  the  length  of  hose  is  not  con- 
strained  to  the  pusher,  and  its  relaxation  at  the  end  35 
of  the  compression  occurs  spontaneously. 

12.  Pump  according  to  any  of  the  preceding 
claims,  wherein  a  photocell  is  positioned  at  the 
basis  of  each  valve  body,  in  order  to  exactly  deter- 
mine  the  time  point  of  closure  or  of  beginning  of  40 
the  opening  of  the  valve. 

13.  Squeeze  valve  for  pumps  for  extra-cor- 
poreal  circulation,  characterized  in  that  it  is  coupled 
with  a  compensator  element  moving  in  a  direction 
opposite  to  the  direction  of  movement  of  the  same  45 
valve,  and  such  as  to  determine  a  contrary  volume 
variation  in  the  hose  length  in  a  remote  position 
relatively  to  the  same  valve. 

14.  Squeeze  valve  according  to  claim  13, 
wherein  the  compensator  element  is  constrained  to  so 
an  end  of  a  rocker  arm,  at  the  other  end  of  which 
the  valve  body  is  constrained. 

15.  Valve  according  to  claim  14,  wherein  the 
compensator  element  is  constituted  by  a  cylinder 
freely  revolving  around  its  axis:  55 
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