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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates generally to ship-
ping packages, and more particularly relates to systems
and methods that utilize the Internet to facilitate the ship-
ment of packages by a shipping service provider.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Successful commerce in goods depends on ef-
ficient delivery of items to customers. For bulk ship-
ments to retailers, manufacturers who do not maintain
a fleet of trucks often hire independent carriers. As for
delivery of products to end users, recent years have wit-
nessed a dramatic growth in the volume of products
shipped to end user customers from stores, from mail-
order catalog warehouses, and directly from manufac-
turers. Parcel delivery carriers provide delivery services
to end user customers, whether they are individuals or
businesses.
[0003] This surging shipping business has been
fueled by the growth of e-commerce conducted over the
Internet. Individuals and businesses find it convenient
to order goods using a Web browser, and a multitude of
e-commerce sites offering a wide variety of goods have
gone on-line. In addition to buying and selling goods and
services, more and more firms use the Internet to man-
age their businesses.
[0004] For all of these transactions, a carrier must be
engaged to deliver the ordered goods. Historically, this
step has been treated as a second transaction, often as
complex and time consuming as the original sale of
products. Carriers have offered various levels of serv-
ice, ranging from ground delivery, to overnight delivery,
and delivery early the next morning. Customers may vis-
it a store-front drop-off station, drop of a parcel at a ki-
osk, or arrange for a regular pick-up by the carrier. Tel-
ephone ordering of pick-up as well as delivery services
has been offered.
[0005] Some attempts have been made to streamline
the process of arranging for pick-up and delivery. In the
case of large volume carriers such as manufacturers or
large retailers, carriers have provided personal comput-
ers and software to the carrier to allow the carrier to con-
nect to the carrier's computer system for the purpose of
submitting orders for delivery services, providing details
of the items being shipped, printing shipping labels, ac-
cessing tracking data to determine the status of ship-
ments, and obtaining reports of shipping activity. These
approaches have required special equipment such as a
personal computer, terminal units, or smart telephones,
often dedicated to the purpose. Specific application soft-
ware must be loaded onto each terminal unit or compu-
ter. Thus, such solutions cannot easily be made availa-
ble to large numbers of individuals and small business
users.

[0006] For the convenience of individuals and small
businesses, some Internet sites have provided rate cal-
culators that can be used to determine which carrier
charges the best rate for a particular parcel. These sites
have not provided the means to actually order the serv-
ices of a carrier, nor have they dealt with the complexi-
ties of on-line payment and transaction security that are
an essential part of e-commerce.
[0007] Carriers have provided access to tracking in-
formation via the Internet. However, these services have
not been integrated with a convenient method for order-
ing and paying for delivery services.
[0008] A particular system with additional features,
primarily for carriers who have their own predefined set
of shipping requirements, is shown in U.S. Patent Nos.
5,485,369 and 5,631,827. This networked system ad-
dresses order processing, order fulfillment, transporta-
tion of goods, and tracking. However, this system does
not deal with how the carrier is contacted to pick up the
goods, and thus does not give the carrier any advance
notice of what must be shipped for planning purposes.
Nor does this system address the problem of how a car-
rier employee presented with a parcel bearing a label
printed by a customer can determine whether the cus-
tomer has paid for or committed to pay for the delivery
services.
[0009] Thus, despite some advances in the field,
there remains a need for a single automated solution for
any and all of the above-described delivery ordering
scenarios, accessible to large and small volume users
through equipment already owned by the users. There
has been a further need to solve the foregoing problem
by utilizing the power and flexibility of the Internet. The
solution should provide even to individual or occasional
users the convenience and flexibility of the ordering and
tracking systems heretofore available only to large car-
riers connected to carriers via modem or private net-
work.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The present invention seeks to provide a net-
work-based automated solution for multiple delivery or-
dering scenarios, accessible to large and small volume
package senders through a computer at their own loca-
tion, providing convenience, flexibility, and security in or-
dering shipping services and tracking shipments.
[0011] According to the present invention, this object
is achieved by providing a shipping system and method
accessible by a package sender's computer through a
computer network (wired or wireless), such as the Inter-
net. One aspect of the shipping system and method
sends shipping label indicia over the network to the
package sender's computer for printing a shipping label
acceptable to a package shipping service. Another as-
pect of the shipping system allows the package sender,
from the sender's computer, to conveniently arrange for
pick up of a package by a shipping service.
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[0012] Generally described, one aspect of the present
invention provides a system and method for processing
information associated with a package handled by a
shipping service provider in connection with delivery of
the package to an intended recipient, comprising: an or-
der-receiving system and method operative to receive
a customer-entered order to ship a package from a net-
work accessible computer system and communicate the
customer-entered order to a dispatch system; a dis-
patch system and method responsive to receipt of the
customer-entered order for generating a dispatch order
for pick up of the package; and a communication system
and method for communicating the dispatch order to a
selected service person, whereby the selected service
person, in response to receipt of the dispatch order,
picks up the package for delivery via the shipping serv-
ice provider to the intended recipient.
[0013] In a preferred embodiment, the system and
method may include a package information processing
component associated with the order-receiving system
for processing information entered by the customer via
the network accessible computer system and validating
the information prior to generating the dispatch order.
The order to ship a package may be an on call order for
the shipping service provider to pick up the package at
a place selected by the customer, or at a drop box, and
deliver the package to the intended recipient. The se-
lected service person may have a communications re-
ceiving device for receiving the dispatch order. The or-
der-receiving system may be operative to provide pre-
determined print label indicia to the customer's network
accessible computer system for printing a label for af-
fixation to the package, the label including predeter-
mined authenticity indicia. Moreover, the order-receiv-
ing system may be operative to provide the print label
indicia in response to validation of information input by
the customer via the network accessible computer sys-
tem, and the order-receiving system may be operative
to accept information from the label during scanning of
the label upon on call pickup or when processed at a
drop box. The system may also provide a package ship-
ment status information system operative for receiving
status information, such as tracking information, corre-
sponding to the status of shipment of the package and
for providing the status information for access by the
customer. Preferably, the network is a global computer
network such as the Internet, and the order-receiving
system and method is operative to provide a shipping
information interface via an Internet site, the shipping
information interface being accessible by the custom-
er's Internet accessible computer system and including
shipment order information fields for customer entry of
shipment order information associated with shipment of
the package, the shipment order information fields being
pre-populated with customer profile information re-
trieved from a customer profile information database as-
sociated with the order-receiving system. The shipping
information interface preferably may be operative to al-

low a customer to access functions of the order-receiv-
ing system selected from the group comprising: view
shipping history, track a shipment, use similar shipment
to process a new shipment, void a shipment, reprint a
label, reprint a receipt, view or edit profile information,
view or edit an address book, set or change shipping or
payment preferences, or change a password. The sys-
tem and method may further provide an address valida-
tion component operative for processing the ship to ad-
dress field and determining whether an address of a
package recipient is a valid address, and further opera-
tive for providing an indication of address invalidity in
the event that the address of the package recipient is
invalid.
[0014] The order-receiving system and method may
also be operative to provide a shipment summary inter-
face via the Internet site, the shipment summary inter-
face being accessible by the customer's Internet acces-
sible computer system and including editable shipment
summary information fields associated with an order to
ship a package. The shipment summary interface may
be operative to display service options for selection by
the customer selected from the group comprising:
changing information associated with shipment of the
package, adding another package to the shipment, se-
lecting to view a drop-off locator, and selecting service
for delivery of the package sooner.
[0015] In the preferred embodiment, there may also
be provided a payment system and method associated
with the order-receiving system for receiving payment
information from the customer and processing a cus-
tomer payment for shipment of the package. The order-
receiving system and method preferably is operative to
provide a payment interface via the Internet site, the
payment interface being accessible by the customer's
Internet accessible computer system and including se-
lectable payment options associated with an order to
ship a package. The payment options preferably are se-
lected from the group comprising: payment from a cus-
tomer's existing account with the shipping service pro-
vider, payment via credit card on file with the shipping
service provider, and payment via other credit card.
[0016] The order-receiving system and method pref-
erably also is operative to provide a shipping history in-
terface via the Internet site, the shipping history inter-
face being accessible by the customer's Internet acces-
sible computer system and including shipping history in-
formation fields for allowing customer selection of ship-
ping history display options. The shipping history display
options include a track shipment option, and the order-
receiving system is operative to display shipment track-
ing information associated with a selected prior order by
the customer in response to selection of the track ship-
ment option. The interface allows the customer to con-
veniently ship again to the same destination.
[0017] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a method for shipping a
package from a shipping service provider's customer to
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an intended recipient, comprising the steps of: receiving
a customer-entered order to ship a package from an In-
ternet accessible computer system operated by a cus-
tomer; validating shipping information associated with
the customer-entered order; and in response to validat-
ing the shipping information, communicating printer in-
dicia to the customer at the Internet accessible compu-
ter system such that the customer is enabled to print a
label for affixation to the package, the label containing
predetermined label shipping information.
[0018] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a method for facilitating cus-
tomer creation of a label for use on a package to be de-
livered by a shipping service provider from a customer
to an intended recipient, comprising the steps of: obtain-
ing shipping information from a customer corresponding
to an order to deliver a package via an Internet acces-
sible computer system operated by the customer; vali-
dating the shipping information received from the cus-
tomer; in response to validating the shipping informa-
tion, communicating print label indicia to the customer
at the Internet accessible computer system, the print la-
bel indicia including predetermined authenticity indicia,
ship to address indicia, and level of service indicia. In a
preferred embodiment, the label is printed by a custom-
er using the print label indicia at a printer associated with
the Internet accessible computer system, and the au-
thenticity indicia are machine readable. The predeter-
mined authenticity indicia preferably are recognized by
an order-receiving system of the shipping service pro-
vider as indicative of prepaid shipping, and enable per-
sonnel of the shipping service provider to recognize that
the label is authentic, the authenticity indicia comprising:
a billing prepaid indicator region for containing informa-
tion indicating that the shipment service provided by the
shipping service provider has been prepaid; and a pre-
determined identifying region for containing identifying
indicia associated with the shipping service provider.
[0019] The preferred method includes displaying in-
formation corresponding to selected regions of the label
in an Internet browser computer program window
opened when the customer accesses an Internet-ac-
cessible computer shipping system operated by the
shipping service provider, and the step of: automatically
formatting a printer for landscape orientation for the la-
bel, which is folded in half after printing to form a com-
plete label, whereby the label is receivable in a standard
plastic window for an adhesive plastic label provided by
the shipping service provider.
[0020] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a label for use with a pack-
age for handling by an automated package delivery sys-
tem operated by a shipping service provider, the label
being printable by commonly available printers associ-
ated with a personal computer system, comprising: a re-
turn address region for containing information corre-
sponding to a return address of a package sender; a
ship to address region for containing information corre-

sponding to a destination address of an intended recip-
ient for the package; a machine readable postal code
region for containing the postal code of the destination
address of the intended recipient for reading by optical
scanning equipment operated the shipping service pro-
vider; a machine readable tracking number region for
containing a tracking number associated with the pack-
age in a machine readable format for reading by optical
scanning equipment operated by the shipping service
provider; and authenticity indicia for enabling personnel
of the shipping service provider to recognize that the la-
bel is authentic, the authenticity indicia comprising: a
billing prepaid indicator region for containing information
indicating that the shipment service provided by the
shipping service provider has been prepaid; and a pre-
determined identifying region for containing identifying
indicia associated with the shipping service provider.
The label may also contain a third machine readable en-
coded region for containing text of the label and other
package information in a form readable by an optical
scanning device operated by a person associated with
the shipping service provider, a human readable sort
code region for containing information relating to iden-
tification of a hub and sortation belt of automated pack-
aged handling equipment associated with the shipping
service provider, a level of service indicating region for
containing information corresponding to a selected level
of service provided by the shipping service provider for
the package, and a number of packages region for con-
taining information corresponding to the number of
packages contained in a shipment of a plurality of pack-
ages. The tracking number preferably includes an indi-
cium identifying the number as a tracking number, a cus-
tomer account number, a level of service indicator cor-
responding to the level of service indicated in the level
of service indicating region, and a predetermined refer-
ence number determined by the shipping service pro-
vider. The customer account number may include pay-
ment indicia corresponding to a type of payment by a
customer of the shipping service provider for shipment
of the package, the payment indicia corresponding, for
example, to a pre-established account of the customer
with the shipping service provider, or a credit card pay-
ment.
[0021] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a method for delivering a
package by a shipping service provider from a customer
to an intended recipient, comprising the steps of: com-
municating printer indicia to a customer via an Internet
connection for printing a label remotely from the ship-
ping service provider, the printer indicia comprising at
least machine readable indicia containing shipping in-
formation encoded thereon and authenticity indicia;
scanning the machine readable indicia on a label affixed
to the package at the point of acquisition of the package
to obtain the shipping information encoded on the label;
verifying the authenticity of the label at the point of ac-
quisition of the package by reference to the authenticity
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indicia on the label; and in response to verifying the au-
thenticity of the label, introducing the package into the
shipping service provider's package handling systems
for delivery of the package. In alternate preferred em-
bodiments, the step of verifying the authenticity of the
label comprises visual inspection of the label for the
presence of predetermined identifying indicia associat-
ed with the shipping service provider, or processing the
machine readable indicia to verify that the label includes
the predetermined authenticity indicia. In either case,
the method preferably also includes the steps of: obtain-
ing shipping information from the customer correspond-
ing to an order to deliver the package via an Internet
accessible computer system operated by the customer;
validating the shipping information received from the
customer; and in response to validating the shipping in-
formation, communicating print label indicia to the cus-
tomer at the Internet accessible computer system, the
print label indicia including the predetermined authen-
ticity indicia. The label may be printed by a customer
using the print label indicia at a printer associated with
the Internet accessible computer system, and the pre-
determined authenticity indicia may be recognized by
an order-receiving system of the shipping service pro-
vider as indicative of prepaid shipping.
[0022] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a method for shipping a
package from a package sender to an intended recipient
via a shipping service provider, the package sender hav-
ing an Internet-accessible computer system, comprising
the steps of: providing an Internet-accessible shipping
computer system (ISS) associated with the shipping
service provider, the ISS operative for receiving ship-
ping information from a package sender via the package
sender's computer system; displaying a data entry form
on the package sender's computer system for entry of
shipping information by the package sender; receiving
shipping information entered by the package sender;
transmitting the shipping information from the package
sender's computer system to the ISS via the Internet;
validating predetermined shipping information; in re-
sponse to validating the predetermined shipping infor-
mation, communicating predetermined shipping label
information for display on the package sender's compu-
ter system and printing of a customized shipping label;
and acquiring the package and associated customized
shipping label for introduction into the shipping service
provider's package handling system, whereby the ship-
ping service provider accepts and handles the package
with the customized shipping label associated therewith
in the same manner as a package having a preprinted
shipping label. The shipping information preferably in-
cludes information selected from the group comprising:
information relating to characteristics of the package, in-
formation corresponding to the package sender, infor-
mation relating to the intended recipient, information re-
lating to payment for the shipping service, and informa-
tion relating to a service type. In a preferred embodi-

ment, the package sender provides information for ver-
ifying that the package sender is authorized to order
service from the shipping service provider. The package
sender may also select as a mode of entry of the pack-
age into the shipping service package dropoff at a
dropoff location, or on demand pickup, in which case the
method provides the step of automatically dispatching
a package pickup to the package sender to pick up the
package in response to a determination that on demand
pickup of the package has been requested by the pack-
age sender.
[0023] Generally described, another aspect of the
present invention provides a method for verifying the va-
lidity of a shipment of a package from a package sender
to an intended recipient via a shipper service provider,
comprising the steps of: communicating predetermined
printer indicia to the package sender, the printer indicia
operative for enabling the printing of a customized label
on a printer coupled to a computer system associated
with the package sender, the customized label including
predetermined machine readable security indicia; prior
to processing the package for shipment, reading the ma-
chine readable security indicia on the customized label
with a reading device associated with the shipping serv-
ice provider; verifying the machine readable security in-
dicia with a verifying device associated with the shipping
service provider; and in response to detection of invalid
security indicia with the verifying device, indicating the
package as invalid. In a preferred embodiment, the
method further comprises the step of, in response to ver-
ifying the indicia, delivering the package to the intended
recipient in accordance with delivery information on the
label. The verifying device may be a DIAD, and the step
of verifying may be carried out at the point of acquisition
of the package by display of information on the DIAD.
[0024] Other goals, features, and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent upon reviewing
the following detailed description of the preferred em-
bodiments of the invention, when taken in conjunction
with the drawings and the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025]

FIG. 1 generally illustrates the shipping of a parcel
or package carried out by preferred embodiments
of the present invention.
FIG. 2 depicts the system architecture of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating aspects of the
invention for dispatching the pickup of a package
order with an On Demand Services system con-
structed in accordance with a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 illustrates various Internet shipping system
functions, processes, and routines of preferred em-
bodiments of the present invention.
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FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a HOME PAGE routine em-
ployed in a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a LOG IN routine employed
in a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7, consisting of FIG. 7A and 7B, is a flow chart
of a REGISTRATION routine employed in a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 8, consisting of FIG. 8A and 8B, is a flow chart
of a MEMBER SERVICES routine employed in a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9 is a flow chart of a MEMBER PROFILE rou-
tine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 10 is a flow chart of a SHIPPING PREFER-
ENCES routine employed in a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a PAYMENT METHOD rou-
tine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 12 is a flow chart of a CHANGE PASSWORD
routine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 13 is a flow chart of an ADDRESS BOOK rou-
tine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 14 is a flow chart of a CANCEL MEMBERSHIP
routine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 15, consisting of FIGS. 15A 15F, is a flow
chart of a SHIPPING routine employed in a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 16, consisting of FIGS. 16A 16C, is a flow
chart of a SHIPMENT SUMMARY routine employed
in a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 17 is a flow chart of A DROP-OFF LOCATOR
routine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 18 is a flow chart of a PACKAGE PICKUP rou-
tine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 19, consisting of FIGS. 19A and 19B, is a flow
chart of a PAYMENT routine employed in a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 20 is a flow chart of a PRINT LABELS/RE-
CEIPT routine employed in a preferred embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 21 is a flow chart of a SHIPMENT FINISHED
routine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 22 is a flow chart of a SHIPPING HISTORY
routine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 23 is a flow chart of a RATE & VALIDATE rou-
tine employed in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 24 is an exemplary screen display of a HOME
page or screen as generated by a preferred embod-

iment of the present invention.
FIG. 25 is an exemplary screen display of a LOG IN
page or screen as generated by a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention.
FIG. 26, consisting of FIGS. 26A 26C, is an ex-
emplary screen display of a SHIPPING INFORMA-
TION page or screen as generated by a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 27, consisting of FIGS. 27A and 27B, is an ex-
emplary screen display of a SHIPMENT SUMMA-
RY page or screen as generated by a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 28 is an exemplary screen display of a
DROP-OFF LOCATOR page or screen as generat-
ed by a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 29 is an exemplary screen display of an ON
CALL AIR PICKUP page or screen as generated by
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 30 is an exemplary screen display of a PAY-
MENT INFORMATION page or screen as generat-
ed by a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 31 is an exemplary screen display of a CON-
FIRM PAYMENT page or screen as generated by a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 32 is an exemplary screen display of a PRINT
LABELS AND RECEIPT page or screen as gener-
ated by a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 33 is an exemplary screen display of a RE-
CEIPT page or screen as generated by a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 34 is an exemplary screen display of a SHIP-
MENT FINISHED page or screen as generated by
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 35 is an exemplary screen display of a SHIP-
PING HISTORY page or screen as generated by a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 36, consisting of FIGS. 36A and 36B, is an ex-
emplary screen display of a SHIPMENT DETAILS
page or screen as generated by a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention.
FIG. 37 is an exemplary LABEL DISPLAY page,
with an exemplary shipping label, as generated by
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSED
EMBODIMENT

Overview

[0026] The present invention is directed to data
processing systems and methods for use in delivery of
parcels or packages from a package sender to a pack-
age recipient, delivered by a shipping service provider
or carrier. For purposes of the discussion which follows,
the terms "carrier" and "shipping service provider" are

9 10



EP 1 372 099 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

generally synonymous, and refer to an entity engaged
in the delivery of packages. The terms "package sender"
and "customer" and "user" of a shipping service provider
are also generally synonymous, except that there will
be circumstances when a package sender is not the
shipping service provider's direct customer, e.g. when
an employee of a company ships a package on behalf
of the company, the employee may be the package
sender while the company may be the customer of the
shipping service provider.
[0027] Referring now to the drawings, wherein like nu-
merals represent like elements throughout, preferred
embodiments of the present invention will now be de-
scribed. By way of introduction, FIG. 1 pictorially repre-
sents the shipping of a parcel or package 12 carried out
by a preferred embodiment of the present invention con-
structed as an Internet shipping system (ISS) 10, oper-
ated by a shipping service provider (SSP) 14. The parcel
12 is shipped from a package sender 16 to a package
recipient 18, utilizing a network accessible computer or
computer-based workstation 20 to communicate with
the ISS 10 and provide information required for shipping
the package.
[0028] In order to communicate with the ISS 10, the
package sender 16 employs a computer or computer-
based work station 20, to which is connected one or
more peripherals that permit interface with the package
sender 16. For example, connected to the computer 20
in this embodiment is a video monitor, a pointing device
such as a mouse, and a data entry device such as a
keyboard. Also connected to the computer is a printer
28. The printer is operative in the usual manner to print
a label 25 for affixing to the package 12. These periph-
erals are connected to the computer 20 in a manner well
known to those skilled in the art.
[0029] The: computer 20 is preferably connected to a
global communication network 30 such as the Internet,
to which the shipping service provider (SSP) 14 is also
connected. Those skilled in the art will recognize and
appreciate that the meaning of "communication net-
work" is expansive, including but not limited to a LAN, a
geographically dispersed WAN such as an enterprise-
wide computer network, a public switched network
(PSN) such as a telephone system, a linked cellular sys-
tem, a wireless data network, or combinations of various
computer networking technologies. The illustrated em-
bodiment employs the Internet. It will therefore be un-
derstood that when the term "Internet" is used herein,
other types of computer and communications networks
are also contemplated and considered equivalent.
[0030] Although the preferred embodiment is de-
scribed in connection with a personal computer 20 that
is operative with an Internet browser computer program,
it should be understood that the invention may be im-
plemented with other types of networked devices, for ex-
ample but not of limitation, an "Internet Shipping Termi-
nal" (IST), a webphone type device, a web TV device,
a label printer, and other types of data processing and

printing devices which can be coupled to a computer
communication network, wired or wireless.
[0031] Generally speaking, a package sender 16 can
ship a package 12 from one location to a recipient 18 at
a different location by employing the services of a SSP
14 that operates the system 10 and carries out the var-
ious methods described herein.
[0032] First the package sender 16, interfacing with
the computer 20, contacts the SSP 14 through the In-
ternet 30. In response to prompts and queries by the
SSP 14, the package sender 16 provides information
regarding themselves, the parcel 12 to be delivered, and
the recipient 18. In response, the SSP 14 may authorize
the package sender 16 to print a shipping label 25 that
will be acceptable to the SSP 14 as authorization to
process the package 12. The label 25, printed by the
package sender's printer 28, is affixed to the package
12 which is then acquired by the SSP 14 for delivery to
the recipient 18.
[0033] By way of illustration and not limitataion, the
package 12 is typically tendered to or acquired by the
SSP by way of one of three methods. The package
sender 16 may tender the package 12 to an SSP repre-
sentative who accepts the package during the normal
course of delivery rounds, the package sender 16 who
then tenders the package 12 to the location 32 of their
choice, or the package sender 12 may send an order
requesting the SSP dispatch a representative to the
package sender's location at a specified date within a
specified time period to pick up the package 12. In the
latter two examples, the package sender 16 sends an
order to the ISS 10 via the Internet 30 which informs the
SSP 14 that a parcel 12 is available for pickup and de-
livery.
[0034] In the case of a request for package pickup as
illustrated in FIG. 1, within the ISS 10 the order is relayed
to an On-Demand System (ODS) 34. The ODS 34 which
is in communication with an ODS database 36, as ex-
plained below with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, is oper-
ated to search, identify and dispatch a pickup vehicle 38
to acquire the package 12. In a preferred embodiment
the pickup vehicle is a driver and package car or truck.
It will be noted that the location of the parcel 12 and the
location of the sender 16 may be different. In a preferred
embodiment the package sender 16 will direct the SSP
14 to the location of the package 12. Upon acquiring the
package 12, the driver employs a delivery information
acquisition device (DIAD) 40 to capture data located on
the label 25 regarding the package 12, package sender
16, and recipient 18 as necessary to facilitate the deliv-
ery.
[0035] Other information contained on the label 25,
which may be acquired by the DIAD 40 or viewed by a
SSP representative, permits the SSP 14 to confirm
whether the SSP 14 authorized the printing of the label
and therefore the delivery of the package.
[0036] Assuming the package 12 with label 25 has
been validated for delivery, the SSP takes possession
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of the package 12 and transports it to an initial sorting
hub 42. A sorting hub is well known by those skilled in
the art and typically comprises a strategically located fa-
cility that receives packages on a local, regional, nation-
al, or global level, and directs those packages for trans-
portation to another hub via suitable delivery methods,
for example aircraft 44. It will be understood that suitable
delivery methods include people, road vehicles, off-road
vehicles, planes, ships, trains, or any other method of
transportation currently known or to be developed in the
future. However, as illustrated in the preferred embodi-
ment, an aircraft 44 typically delivers the parcel 12 to a
subsequent sorting hub 46 associated with a distant re-
cipient 18. At the sorting hub 46, the package 12 is sort-
ed and routed to a delivery vehicle 48 dispatched to ten-
der the package 12 to the intended recipient 18.
[0037] Still referring to FIG. 1, the ISS 10 provides
many functions and processes for carrying out the de-
livery methods of the present invention. These functions
are typically implemented as routines, processes, and
database searches within the ISS 10 and systems cou-
pled for communications to the ISS, e.g. a shipping his-
tory database 60 or a tracking database 62. In particular,
a preferred embodiment provides an Internet World
Wide Web (WWW) front end 50 that generates the
browser views for display on the package sender's com-
puter 20. The web front end 50 is coupled to an internal
network 52 operated by the SSP, which is coupled to
other computing functions as described below.
[0038] A label generation function 54 is provided for
communicating print label indicia to the package send-
er's computer 20 in response to acceptance of a ship-
ping order from the customer. The label generation func-
tion 54 causes the customer's computer 20 to display a
customized label image containing certain machine-
readable and human-readable information needed for
processing and shipping the package. If acceptable by
the sender, the sender prints the displayed label 25 at
the printer 28.
[0039] A payment system 56 provides for processing
payment instructions and collecting payment from the
customer by charging a valid credit card account, or
charging the customer's pre-established SSP account.
In another embodiment, payment authorization may be
performed by the payment system 56 and actual charg-
ing to an account may be performed by a billing system
(not shown).
[0040] A customer profile database 58 stores informa-
tion associated with each customer such as their iden-
tity, location, default method of payment and preferred
shipment delivery type or method.
[0041] An address validation function 68 receives ad-
dress information from the customer and determines
whether the address of the intended recipient is valid.
[0042] A shipping history database 60 stores informa-
tion regarding each customer's of prior shipments and
makes that information available to the customer upon
the customer's request. A record of prior shipments may

be maintained for whatever length of time is desirable
to the SSP.
[0043] A tracking database 62 stores information re-
garding each customer's current shipment, such as the
present location and expected delivery time, and makes
that information available upon the customer's request.
Tracking is achieved, as well known by those skilled in
the art, by scanning and otherwise capturing identifica-
tion indicia on each package to identify the location of
the package and communicate that location to the user
upon request.
[0044] A rating and validation engine (RAVE) function
64 is operative to process information about the delivery
order and determine the shipping rate based on the se-
lected delivery options.
[0045] A shipment server 66 receives information re-
garding an order and communicates package pickup in-
formation to the on demand system (ODS) 34. The ship-
ment server also receives status information from the
ODS, the vehicles 38, 48, and the hubs 42, 46 for entry
into the tracking database 62.
[0046] The various functions of the ISS 10 cooperate
to provide the functions of receiving a customer order
via the Internet 30, processing the order to determine
order acceptability, obtaining payment for the level of
service requested, transmitting print label information to
the customer's computer 20 so that a shipping label 25
may be printed from the printer 28, generating a pickup
order for the package, receiving status information from
other components within the SSP's system so that the
package may be tracked, and creating a shipping history
associated with each customer. Further details of these
and other functions are provided below.

ISS System Architecture

[0047] FIG. 2 illustrates a preferred embodiment of
the hardware and network architecture of the ISS 10. A
customer desiring to place a delivery order with the SSP
14 accesses the Internet 30 through their computer 20
via their Internet service provider (ISP, not shown). A
customer's order is routed through the Internet 30 and
one or more outer firewall machines 70 which provide
network security in the known manner.
[0048] The outer firewalls 70 are connected to an in-
ternal network 52 which forms the entrance to the SSP's
main Internet web site, e.g., http://www.ups.com. The
main Internet web site in the preferred embodiment pro-
vides an interface for storage and retrieval of "package
level detail" (PLD) information, that is, information con-
cerning specific shipments of specific customers, their
status and shipping history.
[0049] The shipping server's main Internet web site is
generated by a World-Wide Web (WWW) content server
and one or more clones for load balancing. Together,
the servers and clones comprise the web front end 50
which provides the web pages of the SSP's main web
site, and contain plug-ins for running ISS applications
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and plug-ins for running Internet member services (IMS)
applications.
[0050] The internal network 52 is connected to a
mainframe computer 74, which stores the PLD informa-
tion associated with the shipment of packages, shipping
orders, customer address books, payment method and
other information required by the SSP 14 for shipping
packages. Other shipment related information such as
member profile information may be stored in a different
but linked computer, e.g customer profile database 58.
[0051] The WWW application servers in the web front
end 50 may route data pertaining to shipping orders and
delivery to the mainframe computer 74 and retrieve data
as required. For example, package specific information,
i.e., package level detail (PLD), is uploaded to the main-
frame computer 74 for each package 12 processed by
the ISS 10. The mainframe computer 74 also stores
tracking information that the SSP 14 updates during
transportation of the package that allows the SSP 14,
user 16, recipient 18, or a third-party to track the location
of the package via the Internet. Thus, the mainframe
computer 74 provides functions including searching the
tracking database 62 and the shipping history database
60 discussed with reference to FIG. 1.
[0052] Further, the mainframe computer 74 is respon-
sible for implementing aspects of the ODS 34 such as
receiving an order to pick up a package, selecting the
appropriate vehicle and/or personnel for picking up the
package, and communicating a dispatch order to the se-
lected vehicle and/or personnel to pick up the package.
Aspects of the ODS system 34 required for communi-
cating information such as the pickup orders to the ap-
propriate personnel and the returning status information
regarding picked up packages, are provided via a data
link between a dispatch system 102 (FIG. 3) and the ISS
10.
[0053] With continued reference to FIG. 2, the internal
network 52 connects the ISS 10 to a credit card process-
ing company's pre-authorization system 76. This con-
nection permits the SSP 14 to validate a customer's
credit card and receive payment for the delivery of a
package 12.
[0054] The internal network 52 also connects ISS ap-
plication servers 78 to the Internet for provision of the
web front end 50. The application servers 78 each pro-
vide various ISS applications, profile manager for ac-
count maintenance, and a credit card "store-front" to en-
able customers to pay for shipping services with a credit
card. Those skilled in the art will understand that various
computing functions provided in the disclosed system
may be allocated between WWW front end servers 50
and application servers 78, in a manner as desired for
performance, security, scaling, etc.
[0055] A merchant engine server 80 and one or more
load balancing clones are provided for credit card vali-
dation. These servers 80 provide a credit card engine
for obtaining credit card authorization while the main-
frame 74 performs settlement for customer payments

received via credit card. Billing information processed
from PLD information in the mainframes 74 can be
transmitted to customers or to credit card settlement
functions.
[0056] The internal network 52 also connects primary
and secondary ISS database servers 82 which provide
database management and access to a credit card
transaction database 84, the state database 86, and a
customer profile database 88, called the "Internet mem-
ber services" database (IMS). The IMS or customer pro-
file database 88 stores customer-specific information in-
cluding the user name and password, preferred billing
methods, preferred shipping methods, and preferred ac-
cess methods. In accordance with the invention, infor-
mation stored in the customer profile database 88 is re-
trieved in response to customer log in and used to pop-
ulate data fields of various screens for user convenience
and ease of use.
[0057] As explained in more detail with reference to
FIG. 3, the internal network 52 is connected to the ODS
34 which, in turn, is connected to a communication
means such as the telephone company (telco) 90 and
a cellular telephone network (not shown). Via this con-
nection the ODS dispatches pickup and delivery vehi-
cles.
[0058] Still referring to FIG. 2, the preferred system
includes an e-mail server 94 for transmitting and receiv-
ing e-mail messages. In a preferred embodiment, and
as will be understood by those skilled in the art, an e-
mail message 92 may be sent through the e-mail server
94 to the package sender's computer 20 to confirm the
sender's order or for other communication purposes, or
to a recipient's computer 96 that a package is forthcom-
ing. Further, and alternatively, an e-mail message 92
may be sent to any combination of sender, recipient, or
third-party regarding the status of the package at any
point along the delivery process including final delivery.
Thus, the notion of e-mail notification to various parties
of various aspects of package shipment, for example,
order acceptance, package pickup, package en route,
package delivery expected date and/or time, package
delivery confirmatin, package delivery type, package
contents, etc., is considered within the scope of the
present invention.
[0059] From the foregoing it will be appreciated that
there has been described a system architecture for im-
plementing an Internet-based package shipping sys-
tem, with various functions for receiving orders to ship
packages, arranging for payment of package shipping,
arranging for dispatch of vehicles and/or personnel for
package pickup, and tracking the progress of a ship-
ment all while providing an easy-to-use and navigate In-
ternet-accessible interface for the customer.

ODS System Architecture

[0060] FIG. 3 is a block diagram which generally illus-
trates the communication flow of a shipment order within
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the ODS 34 constructed in accordance with the pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention. The sender,
in communication with the web front end 50 via the In-
ternet 30, sends a message from their computer 20 re-
questing pickup service for a certain day and time. The
ODS request is made and if successful the payment
method is verified and PLD information is uploaded.
[0061] The ISS 10, after it has collected and validated
all the necessary payment, address, and package char-
acteristics for processing the shipment, checks that the
requested order date and time is available by searching
a database on the mainframe 74. Upon completion of
the validation processes, which includes a search of the
shipping history database 60 to verify whether the par-
ticular shipping label has already been used, the author-
ization is sent to the sender's computer 20 to print a label
on the sender's printer 28 while the order is forwarded
to a dispatch system 102 forming a part of the ODS 34.
[0062] The dispatch system 102 is a system coupled
to the ODS database 36 and to other databases (not
shown) that store information about the location and dis-
patchability of persons and/or vehicles for package pick-
up and/or delivery. By reference to these databases, the
dispatch system, upon receipt of a dispatch order, logs
the order into the ODS database 36 and determines
which person and/or vehicle is available to pick up the
package within the data, time, and location parameters
provided in the pickup order.
[0063] At the dispatch system 102, the order is proc-
essed, queued, and after a person and/or vehicle is se-
lected for pickup, directed to a mobile message switch
(MMS) 104, also a part of the ODS 34. The MMS is op-
erative for transmitting the dispatch order to a selected
person and/or vehicle via a communication means, such
as radio, an e-mail message delivery system, a cellular
telephone system, a pager system, a wireless personal
communication system (PCS), an ARDIS network,
Bluetooth devices, slotted ALOHA, or other proprietary
or non-proprietary data communications system. Those
skilled in the art will understand and appreciate that the
term "communication means" is expansive and the ex-
amples provided are by way of illustration and not limi-
tation. The communication means illustrated and other
equivalent message delivery methods may be em-
ployed to communicate a dispatch order to a selected
person and/or vehicle for package pickup.
[0064] In the illustrated embodiment, the order is sent
from the MMS 104 through a telephone connection to
the telephone company (telco) 90 to a mobile telephone
switching office (MTSO) 106. From the MTSO 106 the
order is communicated via a cellular telephone link to a
DIAD vehicle adapter (DVA) 108 associated with a ve-
hicle that has been selected by the dispatch system to
pick up the package. The DVA 108 is a communication
device located within each SSP vehicle, and interfaces
between a DIAD 40 and the communication means for
linking to the SSP 14. As will be understood by those
skilled in the art, a DIAD is a Delivery Information Ac-

quisition Device operative to scan and acquire informa-
tion from machine-readable regions of the package la-
bel, receive entry of information by SSP representa-
tives, receive and capture a package recipient's signa-
ture, and display information to the SSP representa-
tives, among other things.
[0065] Upon dispatch, the SSP's vehicle (e.g. vehicle
38 in FIG. 1) arrives at the package's location during the
date and time range specified in the order. The SSP's
representative begins processing the package(s) using
the DIAD 40 to acquire data via input devices such as
an associated keyboard, barcode scanner, and a signa-
ture capture device. Upon capturing the data related to
the package, the DIAD 40 is redocked with the DVA 108.
The information contained in the DIAD is then commu-
nicated to the SSP's data center via the associated com-
munication means.
[0066] In accordance with the invention, the DIAD
captures package acquisition information including la-
bel information, which is used to validate the package.
In particular, the SSP may wish to ensure that the par-
ticular label has not been duplicated and fraudulently
used on another package. The disclosed label, de-
scribed in detail below, includes predetermined machine
readable indicia, implemented as a barcode region, that
serves as a unique indicia (e.g. the 1Z tracking number)
which can be used to ensure that only a single instance
of the label is accepted into the SSP's system. Accord-
ingly, the package acquisition information and label in-
formation is communicated upstream from the DIAD,
the DIAD vehicle adapter, through the ODS system, and
to the mainframe 74 in the ISS 10. At the mainframe 74,
the label information, for example the 1Z number which
is a unique number, is used to index into a database, for
example the shipping history database 60, to ensure
that there are no multiple instances of the number in the
database. If so, there is a possibility of fraud; if not, the
package is validated. The results of the database lookup
are transmitted back downstream to the DIAD 40, where
a "package invalid" message may be displayed on the
DIAD display to indicate the package as invalid. In this
case, the SSP personnel may decline to accept the
package. Of course, in the event that the package is val-
idated, for example by verifying that the 1Z number re-
mains unique in the system, a similar "package valid"
message may be communicated downstream to the DI-
AD to signal the SSP personnel to proceed with acqui-
sition of the package.
[0067] From the foregoing, those skilled in the art will
understand that there has been described a system and
method for verifying the validity of a shipment of a pack-
age from a package sender to an intended recipient
which first involves communicating predetermined print-
er indicia to the package sender, the printer indicia op-
erative for enabling the printing of a customized label on
a printer coupled to a computer system associated with
the package sender. The label includes predetermined
machine readable security indicia, for example the bar
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coded 1Z number, to be described below in connection
with the label. Prior to processing the package for ship-
ment, the machine readable security indicia on the cus-
tomized label is read with a reading device associated
with the shipping service provider, for example the DI-
AD. The machine readable security indicia is verified by
transmitting the machine readable indicia to the ISS 10
and databases associated therewith, and determining
whether the indicia is valid, for example whether the 1Z
number is duplicated in the system. In response to de-
tection of invalid security indicia with the verifying de-
vice, the package is indicated as invalid, for example by
communicating a "package invalid" message down-
stream for display on the DIAD.

INTERNET SHIPPING SYSTEM METHODS

Overview

[0068] With the foregoing description in mind, turn
now to FIG. 4 for a discussion of the various computer-
implemented processes for carrying out the methods of
the preferred embodiments of the present invention. Al-
though the preferred embodiments are generally de-
scribed withreference to an Internet accessible personal
computer (PC) operated by a customer or package
sender and a Internet web site operated by a SSP, those
skilled in the art will recognize that the present invention
can also be implemented in conjunction with other pro-
gram modules for other types of computers.
[0069] Furthermore, those skilled in the art will recog-
nize that the present invention is preferably implement-
ed in a distributed or networked computing environment
such as the Internet. In a distributed or networked com-
puting environment like the Internet, program modules
may be physically located in different local and remote
memory storage devices. Execution of the program
modules may occur locally in a stand-alone manner or
remotely in a client/server manner. By way of illustration
and not limitation, distributed computing environments
include local area networks (LAN) of an office, enter-
prise-wide area networks (WAN), and the global Internet
(wired or wireless connections). Accordingly, it will be
understood that the terms computer, operating system,
and application program include all types of computers
and the program modules designed to be implemented
by the computers.
[0070] The discussion of methods which follows is
represented largely in terms of processes and symbolic
representations of operations by conventional computer
components, including a central processing unit (CPU),
memory storage devices for the CPU, connected dis-
play devices, and input devices. Furthermore, these
processes and operations may utilize conventional
computer components in a heterogeneous distributed
computing environment, including remote file servers,
remote computer servers, and remote memory storage
devices. Each of these conventional distributed comput-

ing components is accessible by the CPU via a commu-
nication network.
[0071] The processes and operations performed by
the computer include the manipulation of signals by a
CPU, or remote server such as an Internet web site, and
the maintenance of these signals within data structures
reside in one or more of the local or remote memory stor-
age devices. Such data structures impose a physical or-
ganization upon the collection of data stored within a
memory storage device and represent specific electrical
or magnetic elements. These symbolic representations
are the means used by those skilled in the art of com-
puter programming and computer construction to most
effectively convey teachings and discoveries to others
skilled in the art.
[0072] For the purposes of this discussion, a process
is understood to include a sequence of computer-exe-
cuted steps leading to a desired result. These steps gen-
erally require physical manipulations of physical quan-
tities. Usually, though not necessarily, these quantities
take the form of electrical, magnetic, or optical signals
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, com-
pared, or otherwise manipulated. It is conventional for
those skilled in the art to refer to these signals as bits,
bytes, words, values, elements, symbols, characters,
terms, numbers, points, records, objects, images, files
or the like. It should be kept in mind, however, that these
and similar terms should be associated with appropriate
physical quantities for computer operations, and that
these terms are merely conventional labels applied to
physical quantities that exist within and during operation
of the computer.
[0073] It should also be understood that manipula-
tions within the computer are often referred to in terms
such as adding, comparing, moving, positioning, plac-
ing, and altering which are often associated with manual
operations performed by a human operator. The opera-
tions described herein include machine operations per-
formed in conjunction with various input provided by a
human operator or user that interacts with the computer.
[0074] In addition, it will be understood that the pro-
grams, processes, routines and methods described
herein are not related or limited to any particular com-
puter or apparatus, nor are they related or limited to any
particular communication network architecture. Rather,
various types of general purpose machines may be
used with program modules constructed in accordance
with the teachings described herein.
[0075] Similarly, it may prove advantageous to con-
struct a specialized apparatus to perform the method
steps described herein by way of dedicated computer
systems in a specific network architecture with hard-
wired logic or programs stored in nonvolatile memory,
such as read only memory.
[0076] With the foregoing in mind, FIG. 4 illustrates
various functions, processes, or routines carried out by
preferred embodiments of the present invention which
the package sender 16 or the ISS 10 executes in order
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for the SSP 14 to deliver a package 12. FIG. 4 also il-
lustrates these functions in a typical order of execution.
[0077] The functions or processes in this figure are
carried out in the disclosed embodiment of the present
invention by software executing on the ISS 10, in con-
junction with a browser computer program executing on
a package sender's computer 20, when each are con-
nected to the Internet 30 and in communication with
each other. It will be understood that the processes and
methods presented here may be arranged differently. In
other words, some processes and methods may be de-
leted, repeated or blended to form similar processes and
methods.
[0078] Home page 150 includes the process by which
the SSP's Internet home page is generated and dis-
played to a user or customer. From the home page the
user may initiate the shipping process or other related
process. A HOME PAGE routine is described below in
greater detail with reference to FIG. 5.
[0079] Registration 158 includes the process by
which a customer establishes an Internet Services Ac-
count (ISA) with the SSP. The ISA, which includes but
is not limited to an Internet Services Account Profile
(ISAP), shipping preferences, and certain default infor-
mation, is included in a preferred embodiment to access
and use the ISS 10. In this description, terms such as
"package sender", "customer", "user", and "owner" des-
ignate the party interfacing with the ISS to ship a pack-
age. Registration is described below in greater detail
with reference to FIG. 7.
[0080] Upon registration, a customer chooses a user
ID and password. This means of identification allows the
customer's preferences for payment, shipment meth-
ods, address book, etc. to be retrieved from the main-
frame 74 (FIG. 2) and utilized for a package shipment
when the customer logs into the ISS 10.
[0081] Log in 180 includes the process by which a
customer may be identified and authenticated before
they receive access to their ISA and are permitted to
conduct shipping transactions. Log-in is described be-
low with reference to FIG. 6.
[0082] Member services 163 includes the process by
which a user or customer obtains access to his or her
ISA for maintenance of information stored in the ac-
count, including the password, address book, shipping
preferences, payment methods, etc. Member services
is described below with reference to FIG. 8.
[0083] Member profile 264 includes the process by
which a user or customer views and changes their mem-
ber profile. Member profile is described below with ref-
erence to FIG. 9.
[0084] Shipping preferences 272 includes the proc-
ess by which a user or customer views and changes his
or her shipping preferences. Shipping preferences is de-
scribed in below with reference to FIG. 10.
[0085] Payment method 278 includes the process by
which a user or customer sets up a preferred or default
payment method. Payment method is described in

greater detail below with regard to FIG. 11.
[0086] Change password 284 includes the process by
which a user or customer changes his or her password
for obtaining access to member services and related ac-
count administration functions. Change password is de-
scribed below with reference to FIG. 12.
[0087] Address book 290 includes the process by
which a user or customer adds or changes an entry in
his or her address book of intended recipients. Address
book is described below with reference to FIG. 13.
[0088] Cancel membership 296 includes the process
by which a user or customer cancels his or her ISA. Can-
cel membership is described below with reference to
FIG. 14.
[0089] Shipping 171 includes the process by which a
user or customer ships a package using the Internet-
accessible functions. Shipping is described detail below
with to FIG. 15.
[0090] The shipping process occurs after a valid login.
Here, the service options or accessories are selected,
the billing/payment method is selected, and PLD infor-
mation is routed to the mainframe computer 74 (FIG. 2).
For the purpose of this description the term "accesso-
ries" generally refers to optionals added to standard
shipping including but not limited to declared value, sig-
nature requirements, E-mail notification, and special
handling instructions.
[0091] Rate and validate 610 includes the process by
which the ISS receives and processes information from
the relevant database to validate shipping addresses
and calculate payment for the selected package type
and shipping service. Rate and Validate is described be-
low with reference to FIG. 23.
[0092] Shipment summary 460 includes the process
by which a user or customer views and/or edits informa-
tion about a shipment about to be ordered and is in-
formed as to the cost of the shipping service. Shipment
summary is described below with reference to FIG. 16.
[0093] Drop-off locator 492 includes the process by
which a user or customer obtains information about pos-
sible drop-off locations for depositing of a package with
the
[0094] SSP. Drop-off locator is described in below
with reference to FIG. 17.
[0095] Package pickup 498 includes the process by
which a user or customer can elect pickup of a package
by the SSP. Package pickup is described below with ref-
erence to FIG. 18.
[0096] Payment 505 includes the process by which a
user or customer pays for the shipping service. Payment
is described in greater detail below with reference to
FIG. 19.
[0097] Print labels 554 includes the process by which
a user or customer prints a shipping label 25 on the us-
er's printer 28 (FIG. 1), using print indicia provided by
the ISS. Print labels is described below with reference
to FIG. 20.
[0098] Shipment finished 570 includes the process by

21 22



EP 1 372 099 A2

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

which a user or customer finishes an order for shipping
a package with the ISS. Shipment finished is described
below with reference to FIG. 21.
[0099] Shipment history 580 includes the process by
which a user or customer retrieves and views informa-
tion about prior shipments, including status information.
Shipment history is described below with to FIG. 22.
[0100] Tracking 582 includes the process by which
the sender 16, the recipient 18, the SSP 14, or a third
party may track the location or progress of a package
12. In a manner familiar to those skilled in the art, pack-
age identification information is captured at various lo-
cations within the SSP's structure. This information is
used to identify the last known location of the specific
package at any given time. Each time this information
is captured it is transmitted to the tracking database 62
located on the mainframe 74.
[0101] Although not described separately, it should be
understood that the tracking process 582 is operative to
retrieve information from a tracking database 62 (FIG.
1). The tracking database is implemented as a database
maintained within the mainframe computer 74 utilized
by the shipping service provider, which makes PLD in-
formation available to the ISS 10 so that customers may
access and view tracking information about their pack-
age shipments. The tracking process generates display
screens somewhat similar to those of FIG. 35 and FIG.
36, except that the information is specific to a particular
package and its status and/or location within the SSP's
system.
[0102] Prior to describing the various processes and
routines involved with shipping a package, it will be un-
derstood that a user or customer must first register with
the SSP and establish an ISA. Registration is described
below in connection with FIG. 7. A non-registered user
registers with the SSP by generally providing identifica-
tion, payment method, addressee information and ship-
ping preferences. Thereafter, a registered user can im-
mediately ship a package with the SSP as described in
detail below. Until the user cancels their membership,
they can ship with the SSP after logging in.
[0103] A customer is able to modify all user entered
data maintained in their ISAP. The ISS 10 will revalidate
any modification made to an ISAP data element that re-
quires validation during registration. During the registra-
tion process, confidential data such as credit card num-
bers preferably do not appear on the interface screen in
a readable form. User provided registration data ele-
ments are preferably transmitted from the user's com-
puter system to the system 10 via a secure communi-
cation protocol. In addition, the user interface preferably
makes it clear to the user that their data is transmitted
to the SSP in an encrypted form to ensure privacy.
[0104] Registration data elements include, but are not
limited to, user ID, password, credit card information, us-
er's name, user's address, user's telephone number,
and user's e-mail address. Data elements that require
validation include city, state and postal code, credit card

account name, credit card number and credit card expi-
ration date.
[0105] A user's password and credit card number is
preferably not stored in any database in their native, hu-
man-readable form.
[0106] The ISS preferably validates and transmits
credit card data to a credit card authorization system 76
(FIG. 2). The major functions of the authorization system
include blocking, authorizing, and billing credit card ac-
counts. Credit card blocking includes reserving a dollar
amount on a credit card for a soon-to-be-posted credit
card bill. Authorizing includes validating that the credit
card information provided is accurate. Billing includes
the actual transaction that occurs after the transaction
has been approved by the user and released.
[0107] In a preferred embodiment, the ISS validates
the ISA account information from data entered on the
package processing screen or from the registration
screens.
[0108] Validation requires that complete account in-
formation is entered. If the data entered is not validated
by the ISS, the erroneous data may be identified to the
user for correction. The user may have multiple attempts
to correct the data prior to canceling the transaction.
[0109] If the ISA does not allow Internet transactions,
then a message should be displayed which reveals the
ISA is not authorized for Internet shipping. It will be un-
derstood that the ISA could be enabled and or disabled
by either the owner or the SSP. If the account has been
disabled, then the ISS preferably alerts the user that a
change was made to the account and that it is no longer
Internet-authorized.
[0110] Third party and freight collect transactions are
governed by existing business rules that are subject to
change. The ISS preferably follows the currently exist-
ing rules and does not perform any third party or freight
collection validation against an internal shipping service
provider database. It will be understood that a change
to the database may permit a previously prohibited
transaction.

HOME PAGE Routine

[0111] Turn now to FIG. 5, for a discussion of the man-
ner in which a customer obtains access to the SSP's
web site, typically by accessing an Internet-accessible
HOME page and navigating to appropriate pages for
registering as a customer, logging in to the ISS to ship
a package, logging into, or maintain the customer's In-
ternet Services Account Profile (ISAP). FIG. 5 illustrates
a routine 150 operative to display the SSP's Internet
WWW HOME page 630 (FIG. 24) and await user input
to register, log in as a member to ship a package, or log
in as a member to maintain the ISAP.
[0112] Starting at step 152, the user typically access-
es the SSP's web site by entering the URL of the site
(http://www.ups.com in the disclosed embodiment) in
the URL entry area of the browser software, causing dis-
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play of the SSP's HOME page 630 such as shown FIG.
24. The system then awaits user input of selecting but-
tons.
[0113] At decision 154, the system tests to determine
whether the user has decided to register as a customer,
which would be an expected response for an unregis-
tered prospective customer. If affirmative, the routine
150 branches to step 156 in response to the user se-
lecting on a MEMBER SERVICES button (e.g. 634 in
FIG. 24), and the routine branches to the REGISTRA-
TION routine 158, described below with reference to
FIG. 7. Otherwise, the routine 150 proceeds to decision
160.
[0114] At decision 160, the system tests to determine
whether a previously-registered user has decided to log
in to member services, for example, when the customer
wishes to access and maintain their ISAP to change
shipping preferences or payment method, etc. Log in is
the process by which a registered user accesses the ISS
to ship a package, and permits the user to access the
ISS without the need to re-enter profile information. The
routine 150 branches to step 162 in response to the user
selecting on the MEMBER SERVICES button 634 (FIG.
24), and the routine branches to the MEMBER SERV-
ICES routine 163, described below in connection with
FIG. 8 and presents the user with a LOG IN screen FIG.
24. Otherwise, the routine 150 proceeds to decision
164.
[0115] At decision 164, the system tests to determine
whether a previously-logged in user has decided to view
or edit their member profile ISAP or other profile infor-
mation. selectif so, the routine 150 branches to step 166
in response to the user selecting the PROFILE button
636 (FIG. 24), and the routine branches to the MEMBER
PROFILE routine 264, described below in connection
with FIG. 9. Otherwise, the routine 150 proceeds to de-
cision 168.
[0116] At decision bthe system tests to determine
whether the user has decided to ship a package. If so,
the routine 150 branches to step 170 in response to the
user selecting on the SHIP button 632 (FIG. 24), and
the routine branches to the SHIPPING routine 171, de-
scribed below in connection with FIG. 15. Otherwise, the
routine 150 proceeds to decision 172.
[0117] At decision 172 the system tests to determine
whether the user has decided to log out from member
services. If so, the routine 150 branches to step 174 in
response to the user selecting on the LOG OUT button
640 (FIG. 24) The user is logged out of the member serv-
ices area and the routine 150 returns to step 152 to await
further user input.

LOG IN Routine

[0118] From the HOME page, in response to selecting
either the SHIP icon 632 or the LOG IN button 642 from
MEMBER SERVICES the ISS 10 is operative to execute
a LOGIN routine 180 (FIG. 6) and display LOG IN page

or screen 182 as illustrated in FIG. 25. The LOG IN rou-
tine 180 is operative to receive a registered user's ID
and password and allow access to the ISS for shipping
packages and retrieving status information, and to direct
a new user to a REGISTRATION page if the user has
not yet registered.
[0119] Turning now to FIG. 6, there is illustrated a pre-
ferred LOGIN routine 180 which starts at step 182 by
displaying a LOGIN page, such as that shown in FIG.
25, and then awaits user input. The LOGIN page in-
cludes data entry fields for user entry of a member ID
644 and password 646. A pre-registered customer or
member user can log in by entering a valid member ID
at ID field 644, and a valid password at PASSWORD
field 646. Thereafter, the user selects the LOG IN button
648.
[0120] However, if the user has not yet registered, oth-
er steps are required. From step 182, step 184 tests
whether the user has elected to view member services
or benefits, and if so, branches to step 186 to ascertain
if the user has selected a button or link (not shown) to
learn more about the SSP's or a link to access informa-
tion about member benefits. If affirmative, the routine
branches to the member services routine 163 (FIG. 8),
described in detail below.
[0121] If at step 184 the user has not decided to view
member services, then at decision 190 the system tests
whether the user has elected to register as a customer
or member. If so, the user selects a register link (not
shown) or REGISTER button such as button 650 (FIG.
25), and, branches to step 192. From step 192, the rou-
tine branches to a REGISTRATION routine 158 (FIG.
7), described in detail below.
[0122] If at decision 190 the user does not need or
elect to register, the routine proceeds to step 196 to re-
ceive user input of member ID and password in the re-
spective fields, and await selecting of the LOG IN button
648. In response to selecting the LOG IN button 648, at
step 198 the system retrieves the users ID and pass-
word for validation. At decision 200 the system deter-
mines if the user arrived at the LOG IN screen 182 by
selecting the SHIP icon 632 from the SSP's home page.
If so, the ISS directs the user to the SHIPPING routine
171 described below with regard to FIG. 15. If not, the
system directs the user to the ISS HOME PAGE routine
150 described above with reference to FIG. 5.
[0123] As one skilled in the art understands, which
page a user returns to is a design choice.
[0124] Where an non-registered user has inadvert-
ently found their way to the LOG IN screen 182, the ISS
provides the opportunity to register by selecting a REG-
ISTER button 650 (FIG. 25). Selecting this button will
direct the user to the REGISTRATION routine 158 de-
scribed below with reference to FIG. 7.
[0125] If the ISS determines the user did select the
SHIP icon 632 from the SSP's home page, the ISS au-
thenticates a user's access to their ISA. Once authenti-
cated, the ISS permits a user to perform any of these
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shipping related functions described herein. In a pre-
ferred embodiment customers are not required to re-ac-
cess the ISS if they change URLs or perform other un-
related shipping tasks within a predefined time period.
[0126] From the LOGIN page 182 the user may view
the Member Services benefits by selecting the MEM-
BER SERVICES button 634. In response the ISS will
direct the user to the MEMBER SERVICES routine 163
described below with reference to FIG. 8.

REGISTRATION Routine

[0127] Turn now to FIG. 7 for a discussion of a routine
158 of a preferred embodiment for member registration.
Registration is the process that each non-registered us-
er initiates to establish an Internet Services Account
Profile (ISAP). In a preferred embodiment, a customer
establishes an ISAP before being allowed to ship a
package. Pertinent data such as location, shipping pref-
erences, and default billing information is entered by the
non-registered user to create the ISAP.
[0128] In response to invoking the REGISTRATION
routine 158, the system displays a REGISTRATION
screen or page (not shown) at step 210. Although not
shown in the figures, the REGISTRATION screen
prompts the registering user to respond to certain que-
ries by providing information such as, but not limited to,
the user's name, their title and company name if appli-
cable, their address including city, state/province and
postal code, and the country of origin. Further, the reg-
istering user provides telephone numbers, an e-mail ad-
dress, and may choose whether to be informed of up-
dates and enhancements to the ISS. It will be under-
stood that such information may be input through a data
entry device in communication with the computer 20 or
selected from pull-down screens.
[0129] After the registering user provides the informa-
tion requested, at step 212 they verify that all required
fields are correctly filled-in. At decision step 214, the
registering user can decide whether to view a privacy
policy (or other agreements) by selecting an AGREE-
MENTS button (not shown) at step 216. In response,
the system will display the information about the user
agreement and privacy policy for the registering user to
view.
[0130] At decision step 218, the registering user can
decide whether to cancel or proceed with registration. If
at decision 218 the user decides to cancel out of regis-
tration, they select the CANCEL button (not shown) at
step 220. In response, the ISS determines if this party
was previously registered. If this user was not previously
registered, at step 222 the user is returned to the HOME
PAGE routine 150 and display of the SSP's home page.
If the ISS determines the person was previously regis-
tered, the ISS branches to routine 163 and displays the
SSP's MEMBER SERVICES screen described below in
detail with reference to FIG. 8.
[0131] If at decision 218 the user chooses to continue

the registration process, the user selects a REGISTER
button (not shown) at step 226 to access a REGISTRA-
TION/MEMBER INFORMATION screen (not shown),
and the process branches to routine 228 to establish a
member ID and password, and receive the user's ac-
ceptance of registration. At step 230, the system dis-
plays a REGISTRATION/MEMBER INFORMATION
screen (not shown). Although not shown, the REGIS-
TRATION/MEMBER INFORMATION screen initially
prompts a user to enter an ID and a password, to reenter
the password, to select a verification question from a
drop-down list, and finally to enter a verification re-
sponse.
[0132] After registration is complete and when the us-
er returns to conduct a transaction, the user will only be
prompted to enter the member ID. and password on a
LOG IN screen such as shown at 182 in FIG. 25.
[0133] Still referring to FIG. 7 at step 232 the user de-
cides whether to accept the provided information for reg-
istration. If the user decides to reject any of the input
information, or declines to register, the user selects a
REJECT button (not shown) on the screen at step 234.
In response, the system determines if the registering us-
er was previously registered at MEMBER SERVICES.
If this user was not previously registered, the ISS returns
the user back to the HOME PAGE routine 150 (FIG. 5)
and display of the SSP's home page (FIG. 24). If the ISS
determines that this user was previously registered, the
system directs them to a member services routine 163
and display of a MEMBER SERVICES screen described
below with reference to FIG. 8. If the registering user
chooses to continue the registration process, the user
activates an ACCEPT button (not shown) on the screen
at step 236. In response, the system displays a REGIS-
TRATION/THANKYOU screen (not illustrated) at step
238.
[0134] Although not shown, the REGISTRATION/
THANKYOU screen includes a LOG IN button which the
user may select at step 240 in order to login to the ISS.
In response, the system displays the MEMBER SERV-
ICES LOG IN screen described with reference to FIG.
25 and executes the LOGIN routine 180 (FIG. 6).
[0135] Upon completion of the registration process
described in connection with FIG. 7, the registered user
will have established an ISAP and be enabled to ship
packages through the SSP in accordance with other
processes described herein.

MEMBER SERVICES Routine

[0136] Turn now to FIG. 8 for a discussion of the MEM-
BER SERVICES routine 163. If during the registration
process (FIG. 7) the system determines the registering
user was previously at MEMBER SERVICES and has
already registered, the ISS will direct the user to a MEM-
BER SERVICES screen (not shown). At step 250, the
ISS determines if the registering user is already logged
in. Finding that they are not, the ISS branches to step
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252 where it displays a MEMBER SERVICES screen for
non-registered users (not shown). As explained above
with regard to the registration process, a registering user
may choose to view a privacy policy or other agree-
ments prior to deciding to register. If the user decides to
register, they select on a third REGISTER button (not
shown) at step 254 and are directed to the REGISTRA-
TION routine 158 described above with reference to
FIG. 7. If a non-registered user declines to register they
can return to the previous page by selecting the browser
BACK button located on the browser tool bar.
[0137] Referring back to step 250, if during the regis-
tration process the system determines the registering
user is already logged in, the system directs the user to
a MEMBER SERVICES screen (not shown) for logged
in users at step 256. At step 258, the already registered
user may elect to view a privacy policy or other agree-
ments in the manner described, or be directed to other
member service functions.
[0138] In the event that the user decides not to view
the agreements or privacy policy, the routine 163 con-
tinues to a sequence of steps 260, 268, 274, 280, 286,
292 where the system responds to the user's selecting
of buttons on the MEMBER SERVICES page (not
shown) for viewing the member profile, viewing the ship-
ping preferences, viewing the payment method, chang-
ing the password, working with the address book, and
canceling membership, respectively. The system re-
sponds to a button select by branching to and executing
an appropriate routine for the indicated function, as will
be described in greater detail below.
[0139] Referring now to FIG. 8B, to view his or her
MEMBER PROFILE, the system tests at step 260
whether the user selected a MEMBER PROFILE button
(not shown) and if affirmative, at step 262 the user is
directed to a MEMBER PROFILE routine 264 best de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 9.
[0140] To view the SHIPPING PREFERENCES, the
system tests at step 268 whether the user selected a
SHIPPING PREFERENCES button (not shown) and if
they did, at step 270 the user is directed to a SHIPPING
PREFERENCES routine 272 best described with refer-
ence to FIG. 10.
[0141] To view and set up a payment method, the sys-
tem tests at step 274 whether the user-selected a PAY-
MENT METHOD button (not shown) and if they did, at
step 276 the user is directed to a PAYMENT METHOD
routine 278 best described with reference to FIG. 11.
[0142] To change a password, the system tests at
step 280 whether the user selected a CHANGE PASS-
WORD button (not shown) and if they did, at step 282
the user is directed to a CHANGE PASSWORD routine
284 best described with reference to FIG. 12.
[0143] To work with the ADDRESS BOOK, the system
tests at step 286 whether the user selected an AD-
DRESS BOOK button (not shown) and if they did, at step
288 the user is directed to an ADDRESS BOOK routine
290 best described with reference to FIG. 13.

[0144] To cancel the membership, the system tests at
step 292 whether the user selected a CANCEL MEM-
BERSHIP button (not shown) and if so, at step 294 the
user is directed to a CANCEL MEMBERSHIP routine
296 best described with reference to FIG. 14.
[0145] In the event that the user did not select any of
the various member services buttons described above,
but instead selects the browser's back button at step
298, the system displays a previous page in the known
manner.

MEMBER PROFILE Routine

[0146] Referring now to FIG. 9, in response to select-
ing the MEMBER PROFILE button (not shown) from ei-
ther the HOME PAGE or MEMBER SERVICES screen,
the ISS 10 executes routine 264 to provide for member
services and editing of the user's Internet Service Ac-
count. Starting at step 300, the system displays a MEM-
BER PROFILE page or screen (not shown), including
the user's information from registration or the last up-
date, and awaits the user's input.
[0147] The remainder of the steps shown in FIG. 9 are
self-explanatory and will not be discussed further here-
in, except as follows: the steps of the routine 264 are
operative to receive the user's input and determine
whether the user has decided to return to a previous
page, select certain other member options displayed in
a parallel navigation menu on the MEMBER SERVICES
screen, make changes to the shipment origin informa-
tion, cancel the changes, or update the changes. After
making changes the user may cancel by selecting a
CANCEL button (not shown), or the user may confirm
the changes by selecting an UPDATE button (not
shown).
[0148] Either decision returns the user to the step 300
to receive further user input.
[0149] It will be understood that information entered
by the member is stored in the customer profile data-
base 58, and used to determined customer preferences
for payment method (e.g., which credit card of plural
types, customer account number), shipping method,
method of accessing the shipping service provider (e.g.
pick up at a predetermined day of week and time at cer-
tain place, vs. drop off), package type, etc. The member
profile screen, although not shown, preferably includes
data fields for receiving customer input of these and oth-
er customer preferences, which are stored in the cus-
tomer profile database in association with information
identifying the particular customer (e.g. name and pass-
word). In particular, and in accordance with the inven-
tion, information entered in the SHIPPING PREFER-
ENCES routine, PAYMENT METHOD routine, and AD-
DRESS BOOK routine described below are stored in
this database.
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SHIPPING PREFERENCES Routine

[0150] Referring now to FIG. 10, in response to se-
lecting the SHIPPING PREFERENCES button (not
shown) from either the HOME PAGE or MEMBER
SERVICES screen, the ISS 10 executes routine 272 to
provide for selection and/or editing of the user's shipping
preferences, for example, service type, package type,
pick up times, and other parameters related to shipping
of packages. Starting at step 310, the system displays
a SHIPPING PREFERENCES page (not shown) that in-
cludes a set of default shipping preferences, and awaits
the user's input.
[0151] The remainder of the steps shown in FIG. 10
are self-explanatory and will not be discussed further
herein, except as follows: the steps of routine 272 are
operative to receive the user's input and determine
whether the user has decided to return to a previous
page, select certain other member options displayed in
a parallel navigation menu on the MEMBER SERVICES
screen, set or make changes to the shipping preferenc-
es, set and/or verify service type from a drop-down list,
set and/or verify package type from a drop-down list, set
and/or verify a SHIPPING START page from a drop-
down list, verify shipment history, set and/or verify a
shipment ready time or set a new time, set and/or verify
a pick up time, cancel changes, or update the changes.
After making changes to the Shipping Preferences the
user may cancel by selecting the CANCEL button (not
shown), or the user may confirm by selecting the UP-
DATE button (not shown). Either decision returns the us-
er to the step 310 via connection A to receive further
user input.

PAYMENT METHOD Routine

[0152] Referring now to FIG. 11, in response to se-
lecting the PAYMENT METHOD button (not shown)
from either the HOME PAGE or MEMBER SERVICES
screen, the ISS 10 executes routine 278 to provide for
user selection of a method for payment of the shipping
services. Starting at step 312, the system displays a
PAYMENT METHOD page or screen (not shown) with
default payment information selected, typically payment
via a credit card, and awaits the user's input. Many of
the steps shown in FIG. 11 are self-explanatory and will
not be discussed further herein, except as follows: the
steps of the routine 278 are operative to receive the us-
er's input and determine whether the user has decided
to return to a previous page, select certain other mem-
ber options displayed in a parallel navigation menu on
the MEMBER SERVICES screen, and receive and ver-
ify the user's input and confirmation of a credit card type,
credit card number, and expiration date. And while FIG.
11 illustrates payment by credit card, a SSP account or
other acceptable form of payment may be referenced.
[0153] At step 314 the system receives user input of
a credit card type, a credit card number, and expiration

date. At step 316, the ISS utilizes its connection to the
credit card authorization system 76 (FIG. 2) to verify the
credit card number and expiration date, and determine
whether the user has available credit.
[0154] If at decision 318 the credit card authorization
system indicates that the provided credit card is invalid
or has insufficient credit, the routine branches to step
320 and displays a message that the credit card was not
accepted. The routine then returns the user to step 312
where the user enters another credit card or exit may
from the routine.
[0155] If at decision 318 the credit card authorization
system indicates that the provided credit card is accept-
able, the routine branches to step 322, where a mes-
sage "card accepted" is displayed, and the routine exits
by returning to the MEMBER SERVICES routine 163
(FIG. 8).

CHANGE PASSWORD Routine

[0156] Referring now to FIG. 12, in response to se-
lecting the CHANGE PASSWORD button (not shown)
from either the HOME PAGE or MEMBER SERVICES
screen, the ISS 10 executes routine 284 to allow the us-
er to change his or her password for obtaining access
to their member profile (ISAP) and/or account (ISA).
Starting at step 330, the system displays a change pass-
word page (not shown) and awaits the user's input. The
remainder of the steps shown in FIG. 12 are self-explan-
atory and will not be discussed further herein, except as
follows: the steps of routine 284 are operative to receive
the user's input and determine whether the user has de-
cided to return to a previous page, select certain other
member options displayed in a parallel navigation menu
on the MEMBER SERVICES screen, or enter and re-
enter a new password for verification.
[0157] After changing the password, the user may
cancel by selecting the CANCEL button (not shown), or
the user may confirm by selecting the UPDATE button
(not shown). Where the user has changed the pass-
word, the disclosed system displays a message stating
that the password was updated and that the user will
receive an e-mail confirming that the password was
changed. Either decision returns the user to the step 330
via connection B to receive further user input.

ADDRESS BOOK Routine

[0158] Referring now to FIG. 13, in response to se-
lecting the ADDRESS BOOK button (not shown) from
either the HOME PAGE or MEMBER SERVICES
screen, the ISS 10 executes routine 290 to allow the us-
er to view and/or change prestored addresses of intend-
ed recipients in an address book stored in the system
on behalf of the user. Starting at step 332 the system
displays an ADDRESS BOOK page (not shown), con-
taining a list of the user's entries in his or her address
book, and awaits the user's input. The remainder of the
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steps shown in FIG. 13 are self-expianatory and will not
be discussed further herein, except as follows: the steps
of routine 290 are operative to receive the user's input
and determine whether the user has decided to return
to a previous page, select certain other member options
displayed in a parallel navigation menu on the MEMBER
SERVICES screen, add a new address to the address
book, or change an existing address in the address book
or delete an existing address in the address book. Some
of the information the user may change includes but is
not limited to names, titles, company names, addresses,
including state/province, country, and zip code.
[0159] After adding or changing an address, the user
may cancel by selecting the CANCEL button (not
shown), or the user may confirm by selecting the UP-
DATE button (not shown). Either decision returns the us-
er to the step 332 via connection D to receive further
user input.

CANCEL MEMBERSHIP Routine

[0160] Referring now to FIG. 14, in response to se-
lecting the CANCEL MEMBERSHIP button (not shown)
from either the HOME PAGE or MEMBER SERVICES
screen, the ISS 10 executes routine 296 to allow the us-
er to cancel his or her membership. Starting at step 334
the system displays a CANCEL MEMBERSHIP page or
screen (not shown), and awaits user input. The remain-
der of the steps shown in FIG. 14 are self-explanatory
and will not be discussed further herein, except as fol-
lows: the steps of routine 296 are operative to receive
the user's input and determine whether the user has de-
cided to return to a previous page, select certain other
member options displayed in a parallel navigation menu
on the MEMBER SERVICES screen, or cancel mem-
bership.
[0161] After selecting the option to cancel member-
ship, the user may "cancel the cancel" operation by se-
lecting the CANCEL button (not shown), or the user may
confirm the cancel operation by selecting the UPDATE
button (not shown). A decision to cancel the operation
returns the user to the step 334 to receive further user
input.
[0162] A decision to confirm the cancel operation, on
the other hand, results in deletion of the user's registra-
tion information, which is preferably confirmed with an
"are you sure?" message before the deletion is commit-
ted to the database. For the user who selects the CON-
FIRM button at step 336, the system displays a mes-
sage stating the user will receive an e-mail confirming
cancellation. Thereafter, selecting a CONTINUE button
(not shown) returns the user to the service provider's
home page (FIG. 24) and execution of HOME PAGE
routine 150 (FIG. 5). Further access to the ISS will re-
quire re-registration by the customer.
[0163] Assuming that a customer has duly registered
and established an Internet Services Account (ISA) with
the SSP 10, the customer can proceed to ship a pack-

age. Routines carried out in the preferred embodiment
of the present invention for package shipping will be dis-
cussed next. It is assumed that a user has logged in via
a log in process such as process 180 described in con-
nection with FIG. 6, prior to being permitted to ship a
package.

SHIPPING Routine

[0164] Turn now to FIG. 15 for a discussion of the
shipping process 171 and the manner in which a regis-
tered and logged in user ships a package in accordance
with the methods of the present invention. It will be re-
called from the discussion above in connection with FIG.
6 that, in response to selecting the LOG IN button 648
shown in FIG. 25, the system 10 executes the shipping
process 171.
[0165] Starting with FIG. 15A at step 340, the system
10 displays a SHIPPING INFORMATION page or
screen 660, best shown in FIG. 26 and awaits user input.
From the SHIPPING INFORMATION screen 660 the us-
er begins the shipping process. Various control buttons
are available to the user on the screen 660, including a
LOG OUT button 670 to allow the user to leave a ship-
ping session, a PROFILE button 672 to allow the user
to access their prestored member profile, and a MEM-
BER SERVICES button 674 to allow the user to access
member service.
[0166] At decision 342 the system tests whether the
user has decided to view the shipping history, track a
shipment, use a similar shipment to process a new one,
void a shipment, reprint a receipt, or reprint a label. Ap-
propriate processes for viewing shipping history, track-
ing, reprinting receipts or labels, etc. are invoked from
the SHIPPING HISTORY page. By selecting the SHIP-
PING HISTORY button 662, the routine branches to
step 344 where it will display a SHIPPING HISTORY
screen as shown and described in connection with FIG.
35. If the user does not elect to view the shipping history,
the process 171 proceeds to decision 348.
[0167] At decision 348 the system tests whether the
user has elected to view or edit their profile information,
work with the address book, set or change shipping or
payment preferences, change a password, or cancel
their membership by selecting the PROFILE button 672.
In response the ISS will branch to step 350 and the
MEMBER SERVICES routine 163, described in connec-
tion with FIG. 8. The customer/member thus leaves the
shipping function and attends to account management
functions. If the user does not elect to leave the shipping
process the process 171 proceeds to decision 352.
[0168] At decision 352 the system tests whether the
user has elected to view the help function on shipping
information, for example when the user needs further
information about the shipping process or the SSP's pol-
icies and procedures of the shipping service provider. If
the user selects a HELP button 676 from the SHIP menu
bar, the process branches to step 354 and the system
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displays appropriate shipping information help, which is
not described further herein but is well known to those
skilled in the art. If the user does not elect to view ship-
ping information help, the process 171 proceeds to de-
cision 356.
[0169] Like the shipping history and help tabs de-
scribed above, those skilled in the art are aware that it
is merely a design choice whether to add preference
tabs (not shown), support tabs (not shown) or other tabs
related to the functionality of the website or the shipping
of packages through the SSP.
[0170] At decision 356 the system tests whether the
user has decided to log out of Internet shipping. If they
did, the process 171 branches to step 358 and the user
is returned to the SSP's HOME PAGE routine 150 (FIG.
5) which displays the home page (FIG. 24).
[0171] At decision 356, if the user decides to proceed
with processing a new shipment, the routine 171 pro-
ceeds to decision 360 illustrated in FIG. 15B. There the
system tests whether the user has decided to get "ship
to" information, such as the name and address of an
intended recipient, from the user's address book. Refer-
ring in this regard to FIG. 26, this can be effected by the
user selecting a relevant recipient from a nickname
dropdown list "select one" 678 and selecting a RE-
TRIEVE ADDRESS button 680. In response, at step 368
the system fills in or populates the SHIP TO information
fields in FIG. 26 with address information from the se-
lected recipient, and the process branches to step 370.
[0172] Step 370 may also be reached if at decision
360 the user does not elect to obtain "ship to" informa-
tion from the nickname list. At step 370 and a series of
subsequent steps, the user then verifies (or in the event
the shipping information is direct entry, the user enters)
various items of information in a series of "ship to" infor-
mation fields on the SHIPPING INFORMATION page
660. In a preferred embodiment, these fields include a
company or name field 682, a contact name field 684,
street address fields 686, the city, state/province and
postal code fields 688, and a country and/or province
field 690. The user also enters or verifies telephone and
extension numbers in a field 692. The user selects that
this is residential information if applicable at checkbox
694, and the user selects whether to add the information
to his or her address book at checkbox 696.
[0173] After completing the entry of the "ship to" infor-
mation, at step 372 the system verifies that the required
fields, those critical to successful delivery and shown in
bold in FIG. 26, are filled in correctly. If not, the user is
notified by display of an appropriate error message. Up-
on verification that all required fields are filled in correct-
ly, the system branches to step 380, illustrated in FIG.
15C where the user verifies "ship from" information.
[0174] At step 380 the user scrolls the SHIPPING IN-
FORMATION page 660 to review the SHIP FROM infor-
mation fields, e.g. Origin Address and Return Address.
At decision 382, the user determines if the Origin Ad-
dress is correct. If any information in the origin address

needs to be edited, the user selects the EDIT button 700
associated with the origin address at step 384. In re-
sponse the system directs the user to an EDIT ORIGIN
ADDRESS screen (not shown) where the user can
make the necessary changes. If no edits are required,
the process proceeds to decision 386.
[0175] At decision 386, the user determines if the Re-
turn Address is correct. If any information in the Return
Address needs to be edited, the user selects a second
EDIT button 702 associated with the Return Address at
step 388. In response the system directs the user to an
EDIT RETURN ADDRESS screen (not shown) where
the user can make the necessary changes. The user
then selects on UPDATE button (not shown) which
amends the address information according to the user's
edits.
[0176] In a manner well known to those skilled in the
art, the system displays EDIT ORIGIN ADDRESS and
EDIT RETURN ADDRESS screens that permit the user
to make any changes necessary to the sender's origin
address and return addresses. It will be appreciated that
these addresses can be the same, or can be different,
for example if the user employs an Internet browser from
a remote location unaffiliated with his or her regular
place of business (Origin Address) to ship a package.
This situation may to occur when a travelling busi-
nessperson designates a hotel as a Return Address dur-
ing a business trip if they wish the package returned to
the hotel rather than their usual place of business.
[0177] After verifying and/or editing the Origin Ad-
dress and Return Address, the process 171 proceeds
to step 390 as shown in FIG. 15D. At step 390, the user
scrolls the SHIPPING INFORMATION page 660 if nec-
essary and selects appropriate shipping service details
for the present shipment. The user determines if a cor-
rect service type is filled in at decision 392, and if not
the routine branches to step 394, where the user selects
the appropriate service types from a dropdown list 704
in FIG. 26. As shown in FIG. 26, some illustrative service
types may include Next Day Air, Next Day Air Saver, 2d
Day Air A.M., 2d Day Air, Worldwide Express Letter, and
the like. After receipt of the selected service type from
the user, the process branches to decision 396.
[0178] At decision 396, the system tests whether the
user has selected a special package shipping option, for
example, Saturday delivery. If Saturday delivery is de-
sired, the user can select a Saturday Delivery checkbox
706 (FIG. 26) at step 398.
[0179] At some point in the process, a customer must
choose an access method for tendering the package to
the SSP. Valid access methods include tender to an SSP
representative, tender "over the counter" at a place of
business operated by the SSP or an agent of the SSP,
tender to an unmanned drop-off location, or request On-
Demand Service (ODS), also referred to as On Call Air
Pickup.
[0180] At decision 400, the system tests whether the
user has selected the package pickup option. If package
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pick-up is desired the user can select a REQUEST
PACKAGE PICKUP checkbox 708 at step 402. After all
special options are selected, the routine 171 proceeds
to step 410 illustrated in FIG. 15E.
[0181] At step 410 the user may scroll if necessary to
review package details, also shown in FIG. 26, for ex-
ample package type, weight, dimensions, insurance,
reference number, etc. At decision 412, the system tests
whether the user has filled in or selected an appropriate
package type. At step 414, the user selects a package
type which accurately describes the present shipment
from a dropdown list 710 in FIG. 26.
[0182] At decision 416, the system tests whether the
user has determined if the package is a letter or whether
a package weight should be provided. If the present
shipment is not a letter envelope, at step 418 the user
enters the package weight in the data field 712 illustrat-
ed in FIG. 26.
[0183] At decision 420 the system tests whether the
package is a customer-supplied package, and if it is re-
quires entry of package dimensions. At step 422 the us-
er enters the length, width and height in the relevant data
windows 714 illustrated in FIG. 26.
[0184] At decision 424, the system tests whether the
user wishes to declare a package value in excess of a
predetermined amount, e.g.$100. At step 426, if the us-
er wants to declare value over a predetermined mini-
mum, the user enters the declared value of the shipment
in data field 716 illustrated in FIG. 26.
[0185] At decisions 428 and 432, the system tests
whether the user wishes to supply a package reference
number. At steps 430 and 434, if the user wants to sup-
ply one or more package reference numbers or other
text, the user may supply package reference numeral
or text for association with the package and future ref-
erence in package reference data fields 718, 720 re-
spectively, illustrated in FIG. 26.
[0186] It will be understood by those skilled in the art,
that the embodiments described regarding national de-
livery and that international deliveries may require addi-
tional steps or data fields to accommodate the require-
ments of international delivery.
[0187] After these steps, the SHIPPING routine 171
proceeds to step 440 illustrated in FIG. 15F. The user
proceeds with the package shipping process by select-
ing the CONTINUE button 722 on the SHIPPING IN-
FORMATION page 660. In response, the system is op-
erative to validate whether the correct Ship To and Ship
From postal codes were entered, by reference to a
prestored database of valid postal codes, and to calcu-
late the appropriate charge for the shipping service. In
the disclosed embodiment, the validation is effected by
a RATE AND VALIDATE routine 610, which is described
in connection with FIG. 23. The routine 610 returns with
information indicating that the postal code are valid and
delivery can be effected by the shipping service provid-
er, as well as the monetary charges for shipping the
package that is to be charged to the customer's account

or credit card.
[0188] It will be understood by those skilled in the art
that city/state or similar information may be used to rate
the shipping costs.
[0189] At decision 444, the system tests to determine
whether the rate and validate routine 610 has indicated
an error. If there are any errors or omitted information,
the system displays an error message "Postal Code Not
Valid" at step 446 and directs the user back to step 370.
[0190] If at decision 444 the postal code has been val-
idated by the system, the process proceeds to decision
448. At this step, the system tests whether the user has
requested package pickup. It will be recalled from the
discussion above that package pickup can be indicated
for a package by the user's selection of the REQUEST
PACKAGE PICKUP check box 708 illustrated in FIG. 26.
If affirmative, the system directs the user to an ON CALL
AIR PICKUP page or screen shown in FIG. 29, and the
process branches to a PACKAGE PICKUP routine 498,
as described in connection with FIG. 18.
[0191] If at decision 448 the system determines the
user has not requested package pickup, the routine
branches to a SHIPMENT SUMMARY routine 460,
where the user can view a summary of the information
about the shipment on a SHIPMENT SUMMARY screen
as illustrated in FIG. 27, take other actions, and continue
the package shipment process. The SHIPMENT SUM-
MARY routine 460 is described with reference to FIG.
16.

SHIPMENT SUMMARY Routine

[0192] Turn now to FIG. 16 for a discussion of the
SHIPMENT SUMMARY routine 460, which should be
read in conjunction with the SHIPMENT SUMMARY
page 724 shown in FIG. 27. Starting at step 462 the sys-
tem displays the SHIPMENT SUMMARY page 724 and
awaits user input. The SHIPMENT SUMMARY page
contains information summarizing the current status of
the shipment of packages in process by the customer,
prior to closing out the shipment. This page allows the
customer to edit or change information about the ship-
ment, add a new package, select or change parameters
about on call or demand pickup, or continue with the
shipping process. The page includes a TOTAL CHARG-
ES information display region 734 for display of the total
charges for the shipment, as such total charges have
been calculated by a Rating & Validation Engine (RAVE)
during the validation process of FIG. 23.
[0193] At decision 464 the system tests whether the
user has decided to edit the "ship to" address on the
current order. This would be indicated by the user's se-
lection of an "Edit" link 726 in FIG. 27. If affirmative, the
process branches to step 466 where the system locates
the "ship to" address information and fills it in on the
SHIPPING INFORMATION page of FIG. 26, in prepara-
tion for display of the information in editable form for the
customer. The routine then branches or returns to the
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SHIPPING routine, FIG. 15. Otherwise, the process pro-
ceeds to decision 468.
[0194] At decision 468, the system tests whether the
user has decided to edit the shipment origin address on
the current order. This would be indicated by the user's
selection of an "Edit" link 728 in FIG. 27. If so, the proc-
ess branches to step 470, where the system locates the
shipment origin address information and fills it in on the
SHIPPING INFORMATION page of FIG. 26, in prepara-
tion for display of the information in editable form for the
customer. The routine then branches or returns to the
SHIPPING routine, FIG. 15. Otherwise, the process pro-
ceeds to decision 472.
[0195] At decision 472 the system tests whether the
user has decided to edit the return address on the cur-
rent order. This would be indicated by the user's selec-
tion of an "Edit" link 732 in FIG. 27. If affirmative, the
process branches to step 474 where the system locates
the return address information and fills it in on the SHIP-
PING INFORMATION page of FIG. 26, in preparation
for display of the information in editable form for the cus-
tomer. The routine then branches or returns to the SHIP-
PING routine, FIG. 15. Otherwise, the process proceeds
to decision 480.
[0196] At decision 480, the system tests whether the
user has decided to edit the service type requested for
the current order. This would be indicated by the user's
selection of an "Edit" link 732 in FIG. 27. If affirmative,
the process branches to step 482 where the system lo-
cates the selected service type information and fills it in
on the SHIPPING INFORMATION page of FIG. 26, in
preparation for display of the information in editable form
for the customer. The routine then branches or returns
to the SHIPPING routine, FIG. 15. Otherwise, the proc-
ess proceeds to decision 484.
[0197] At decision 484 the system tests whether the
user has decided to edit any package details for the cur-
rent order. If so, the process branches to step 486,
where the system locates the selected package detail
information, e.g. package type, weight, dimensions, de-
clared value, etc. and fills it in on the SHIPPING INFOR-
MATION page of FIG. 26, in preparation for display of
the information in editable form for the customer. The
routine then branches or returns to the SHIPPING rou-
tine, FIG. 15. Otherwise, the process proceeds to deci-
sion 488.
[0198] At decision 488 the system tests whether the
user has decided to view the drop off locator, perhaps
in anticipation of dropping off the package for acquisition
by the SSP, as opposed to on demand pickup. If affirm-
ative, the process branches to step 490, where the sys-
tem displays the DROP-OFF LOCATOR page, as
shown in FIG. 28. The routine then branches to a DROP
OFF routine, as described in connection with FIG. 17.
Otherwise, the process proceeds to decision 494.
[0199] At decision 494 the system tests whether the
user has decided to schedule, or perhaps reschedule,
dates and times for on demand pickup. If affirmative, the

process branches to step 496 where the system dis-
plays the ON CALL AIR PICKUP page, as shown in FIG.
29. The routine then branches to a PACKAGE PICKUP
routine, as described in connection with FIG. 18. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to decision 500.
[0200] At decision 500 the system tests whether the
user has decided to add a new package to the current
shipment by selecting an ADD A PACKAGE button 742
illustrated in FIG. 27. If affirmative, the process branch-
es to step 502 where the system displays a new SHIP-
PING INFORMATION page as in FIG. 26, and branches
to the SHIPPING routine FIG. 15. Otherwise, the proc-
ess proceeds to decision 504.
[0201] At decision 504 the system tests whether the
user has decided to complete the process by selecting
the CONTINUE button 744 in FIG. 27. If affirmative, the
process branches to the next stage in the process of
package shipping and completion, namely, a PAYMENT
INFORMATION routine FIG. 19.

DROP-OFF LOCATOR Routine

[0202] Turn now to FIG. 17 for a discussion of the
DROP OFF LOCATOR routine 492, which should be
read in conjunction with the DROP-OFF LOCATOR
page 746 shown in FIG. 28. Starting at step 510 the sys-
tem displays the DROP-OFF LOCATOR page 746 and
awaits user input. The DROP-OFF LOCATOR page uti-
lizes the customer's current origin address (or another
address, which can be entered by the customer by in-
voking a command, not illustrated), and determines one
or more nearby drop-off locations at which the customer
can deposit the package or packages for acquisition by
the shipping service provider. These nearby locations
are preferably displayed on a map that shows the cur-
rent customer location with a "YOU ARE HERE" label
748, with one or more nearby locations for drop-off, e.
g. locations 750a, 750b, 750c, etc. These locations are
also preferably listed in an address region 752 so that
the user can determine the location's address, location
type, times of operation, telephone number, and dis-
tance.
[0203] At subsequent step 512, the user may select
an exit option, for example, the browser's known BACK
button or a CONTINUE button 754 or another appropri-
ate control button. The system then returns to an ORIG-
INATING page (if the BACK button is selected) or
branches to a selected function.

PACKAGE PICKUP Routine

[0204] Turn now to FIG. 18 for a discussion of the
PACKAGE PICKUP routine 498, which should be read
in conjunction with FIG. 29 and which illustrates the ON
CALL AIR PICKUP page 760. This routine effects a de-
mand for pickup of a package, also called a request for
On Demand Service (ODS).
[0205] In the disclosed preferred embodiment, an
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ODS request is directed to ODS system 34 (FIG. 3),
which is implemented with information stored in an ODS
database 36. The ODS database immediately performs
a look-up service for the area information and deter-
mines the service area and location time selected by the
user. If the selected time and date for the pick-up is avail-
able, the ODS system validates the pick-up request and
sends a confirming message back to an application
server that initiated the ODS request. The confirmation
is immediately forwarded to the user who continues with
the shipment process.
[0206] However, if the time and date selected by the
user is not available, the ODS responds by providing
alternative pickup information, for example the nearest
five optional times and dates available for pick-up. The
user may then select from the alternative pick-up times.
Once the user has confirmed the time and date availa-
ble, the ODS system validates the pick-up information
and rates the shipment with the RAVE function 64, as
described below.
[0207] If the selected time is rapidly approaching and
if there is an available driver close to the user, then the
preferred system delivers a message to the vehicle driv-
er via a Delivery Information Acquisition Device (DIAD)
40. The message delivered to the driver directs them to
the user at the date, time, and location selected by the
user for the ODS pick-up request Alternatively, if after
searching the ODS dispatch system it is determined that
there are no readily available drivers close to the user
at the time and date of the ODS request pick-up, the
ODS request is delivered to a message center (not
shown) where the ODS request is routed to the next
available driver scheduled to be at or near the user at
the requested time and date of pick-up.
[0208] Starting in FIG. 18 at step 520, the system dis-
plays the ON CALL AIR PICKUP page 760 (FIG. 29),
which includes data fields for receiving user input of
scheduling information, for example pickup location
762, pickup date 764, a shipment ready time 766, and
a pick up by time 768. The user enters desired informa-
tion in the fields at step 522 by data entry or use of drop-
down menus.
[0209] When the user is satisfied with the scheduling
information entered, the user selects the CONTINUE
button 770, which takes the routine to step 524. In re-
sponse to the CONTINUE button, at decision 526 the
system determines whether the entered information is
valid, for example, by determining if the user's pickup
location postal code entered into the pickup location
field 762 is within the SSP's service area, or whether the
dates and times entered into the corresponding fields
are within the SSP's predetermined service dates and
times.
[0210] If the system cannot validate the scheduling in-
formation, the process branches to step 528, where the
system displays a message indicating that the schedul-
ing data is invalid, and the routine branches back to step
520 for entry of other information. It will be understood

that the user can exit from this page by other appropriate
commands, e.g. the browser's BACK button, etc.
[0211] If at decision 526 the pickup data is deemed
valid, the scheduling information is accepted by the sys-
tem and the routine branches to the SHIPMENT SUM-
MARY routine 460, described in connection with FIG.
16 and FIG. 27. It will be understood that the user can
proceed from there to add a package, or continue with
the shipping process.

PAYMENT Routine

[0212] Turn now to FIG. 19 for a discussion of the
PAYMENT routine 505, which should be read in con-
junction with FIG. 30 and FIG. 31, which illustrate a PAY-
MENT INFORMATION page 780 and a CONFIRM PAY-
MENT page 804, respectively.
[0213] Starting at step 530, the system retrieves de-
fault payment method credit card and any account
number associated with the customer. At step 532 the
system displays a PAYMENT INFORMATION page 780,
which includes radio buttons, check boxes, and data
fields for receiving payment information from the cus-
tomer, and awaits user input. For example, in the dis-
closed embodiment the payment information data entry
includes mutually exclusive radio buttons 782a, 782b,
782c for allowing user selection of a credit card on file,
another credit card, and a user's existing account with
the shipping service provider, respectively.
[0214] In the case of a credit card on file, the system
utilizes the default credit card information provided by
the customer during registration, which is stored in the
customer's Internet Services Account Profile (ISAP) file.
Selected information about the default credit card is dis-
played to the user in region 784.
[0215] At decision 536 the system tests whether the
user has selected the "PAY USING ANOTHER CREDIT
CARD" RADIO button 782b. If not, the routine branches
to step 542 to await selection of an exit method. In the
case of another credit card, data entry fields 786 for re-
ceiving entry of card type, card number, and expiration
date are activated. A check box 788 is provided so that
the user can make the credit card the new default credit
card from now on. The system validates the provided
new credit card information at step 538. If the new credit
card information can be validated, the routine branches
to step 542 to await selection of an exit method. If the
information cannot be validate, at step 540 the system
displays a message indicating the card is not validated
or a message noting why the card is rejected, and re-
turns control to step 534 to await selection of another
payment method.
[0216] In the case of a payment using an existing SSP
account, the system utilizes an account number, which
is stored in the customer's ISAP.
[0217] Once appropriate payment information for the
shipment is entered, at step 542 the user can select a
CONTINUE button 790 or a CANCEL button 792. The
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CANCEL button causes the current operation to be
aborted, and control may be returned to a previous page
or handled otherwise, as the customer has elected not
to proceed with the payment method selection.
[0218] If at step 542 the CONTINUE button is select-
ed, the system further validates the provided payment
information, and branches to step 550 if the payment
information is validated.
[0219] At step 550, the system displays the CON-
FIRM PAYMENTS page 804, as shown in FIG. 31. This
page contains various terms and conditions of the ship-
ment by the SSP, which can be provided via links to oth-
er pages containing text (not shown) in the known man-
ner or directly on the page Information about the select-
ed payment method is presented in a display area 794
and payment amount is presented in a display area 796.
This page also contains an "I ACCEPT' button 800 for
receiving customer acceptance of the payment method,
payment amount, and terms and conditions, as well as
an "I DO NOT ACCEPT' button 802 for receiving cus-
tomer rejection of the transaction. Also provided is a link
798 to Other Payment Methods, which allows the cus-
tomer to change the payment method before continuing
the transaction.
[0220] At decision 552, the system tests whether the
user has selected the "I ACCEPT" button 800 or the "I
DO NOT ACCEPT" button 802. In the event that the cus-
tomer has selected the latter, the user is returned to the
SHIPMENT SUMMARY page (FIG. 27) and the routine
exits. In the event that the customer has selected the
former, the process for shipping can continue, and the
routine branches to a PRINT LABELS routine, de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 20.

PRINT LABELS Routine

[0221] Turn now to FIG. 20 for a discussion of the print
labels routine 554, which should be read in conjunction
with FIG. 32 and FIG. 33, which illustrate a PRINT LA-
BELS AND RECEIPT page 806, and a RECEIPT page
818, respectively.
[0222] Starting at step 556 the system displays the
PRINT LABELS AND RECEIPT page 806 as shown in
FIG. 32, and awaits user input. By selecting button 810,
the PRINT LABELS AND RECEIPT page 806 provides
information about how to print a label 25 on the custom-
er's computer that, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention, allows the user to view and print la-
bels, allows the user to view and print a receipt, and al-
lows the user to finish the current shipment
[0223] At decision 558 the system tests whether the
user has elected to view and print a label by selecting a
LABEL 1 button 812. It will be appreciated at this junc-
ture that the preferred system keeps track of the number
of labels printed by the customer. Upon reaching this
stage in the process, the disclosed system communi-
cates predetermined printer indicia to the user's compu-
ter to permit the user to print a label. These labels are

effectively "prepaid" and may be perceived to have ac-
tual cash value, as the customer's credit card or account
has been charged for the shipping transaction. There-
fore, appropriate security measures are taken so as to
ensure that the number of labels printed by the customer
is monitored, and that each label printed contains differ-
ent indicia that allow the system to determine if there
are multiple labels printed for a single prepaid transac-
tion. In accordance with one aspect of the invention,
each label viewed and printed by the customer will be
different and contain different security indicia, so as to
minimize the likelihood of inadvertent use of multiple la-
bels for a single transaction or fraud.
[0224] Generally, the user reviews the label 25 for ac-
curacy of the human readable codes, and if approved,
selects the FILE/PRINT command from the browser tool
bar or menu. In response, the ISS permits the user to
print the label 25 at the printer 28 connected to the user's
computer 20 (FIG. 1).
[0225] Further details of the label 25 are provided in
the discussion associated with FIG. 37.
[0226] If the user has selected the LABEL 1 BUTTON
812, the routine branches to step 560 and a new brows-
er window is "spawned" in the known manner, prefor-
matted to landscape mode for printing, and containing
a visible replica of the label that will be printed in re-
sponse to the user selecting a PRINT button in the
browser button bar or selecting the PRINT command
from the known FILE menu, all in the known manner. By
"spawning" a window, we mean generating and making
active a new browser window in the known manner of
present day Internet browsers, the window containing
only the label information ready to print, typically without
any controls or other commonly found Internet browser
features. In this manner, the customer can easily invoke
the PRINT command for the active window and obtain
a properly formatted (preferably in landscape printing
mode) PRINT label 25 such as shown in FIG. 37.
[0227] In the event that a label misprints, the customer
can reselect the LABEL button 812 until a satisfactory
label is obtained.
[0228] After the label is viewed and printed, or the la-
bel window closed in the known manner by the user's
selecting on the known "CLOSE" box, control passes to
decision 562. At decision 562 the system tests whether
the user has selected to view/print a receipt by selecting
a VIEW/PRINT RECEIPT button 814 shown in FIG. 32.
If affirmative, the system displays an ISS Receipt 818
as shown in FIG. 33. The receipt 818 contains the usual
information about the transaction such as addresses,
shipment details, charges, package details, etc. for re-
tention and record keeping purposes by the customer.
[0229] If at decision 562 the user has not selected the
VIEW/PRINT RECEIPT button, control passes to deci-
sion 566. At decision 566 the system tests whether the
user has selected a FINISH button 816 shown in FIG.
32, indicating that the user is satisfied that all labels for
the current shipment have printed correctly. If not, con-
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trol passes back to step 558 to receive further user input.
If the FINISH button 816 was selected, the routine exits
and control passes to a shipment finished routine, de-
scribed next with reference to FIG. 21.

SHIPMENT FINISHED Routine

[0230] Turn now to FIG. 21 for a discussion of the
SHIPMENT FINISHED routine 570, which should be
read in conjunction with FIG. 34, which illustrates a
SHIPMENT FINISHED page 820.
[0231] Starting at step 572 the system displays a
SHIPMENT FINISHED page 820, which contains con-
trol buttons SHIP ANOTHER 830, VIEW MY SHIPPING
HISTORY 832, and GO TO THE HOME Page 834, and
waits for user input.
[0232] At decision 574 the system tests whether the
user has selected the SHIP ANOTHER button 830, in-
dicating a desire on the part of the customer to ship an-
other package during the current session of communi-
cation with the system. If affirmative, control passes to
step 576 and the user is returned to the SHIPPING rou-
tine 171 illustrated in FIG. 15, and exits. Otherwise con-
trol passes to decision 578.
[0233] At decision 578 the system tests whether the
user has selected the VIEW MY SHIPPING HISTORY
button 832, indicating a desire on the part of the cus-
tomer to cause the system to retrieve and display infor-
mation pertaining to the customer's prior shipments and
the status thereof. If affirmative, control passes to step
582 and the routine branches to the SHIPPING HISTO-
RY routine described in connection with FIG. 22, and
exits. Otherwise control passes to decision 584.
[0234] At decision 584 the system tests whether the
user has selected the GO TO THE HOME PAGE button
834, indicating a desire on the part of the customer to
return to the SSP's home page. If affirmative, control
passes to step 586, and the routine branches to the
HOME PAGE routine described with reference, to FIG.
5, and exits. Otherwise control returns to decision 574
to await user input.

SHIPPING HISTORY Routine

[0235] Turn now to FIG. 22 for a discussion of the
SHIPPING HISTORY routine 580, which should be read
in conjunction with FIG. 35, which illustrates a SHIP-
PING HISTORY page 836 and FIG. 36, which illustrates
a SHIPMENT DETAILS page 856. The SHIPPING HIS-
TORY page displays information in list form about one
or more prior shipments by the customer, allows selec-
tion of a date range within which to obtain information
about the prior shipments, allows the user to command
the system to search for historical information within the
selected date range, and allows the user to view ship-
ment details about selected shipments in the list of one
or more prior shipments. The SHIPMENT DETAILS
page contains specific information about a selected his-

torical shipment.
[0236] Starting at step 590 the system displays the
SHIPPING HISTORY page 836 containing shipping his-
tory information and controls, and awaits user input. The
preferred SHIPPING HISTORY page includes, for ex-
ample, a data field 840 for entry of a date range within
which the user desires to obtain historical information,
a GO button 842 that commands the system to retrieve
historical information about prior shipments within the
selected date range, a display region 844 for display of
information identifying one or more prior shipments by
the customer, radio selection buttons 848 for allowing
user selection of a prior shipment for display of shipment
details, a SHOW DETAIL/RECEIPT button 850, a SHIP
AGAIN button 852, and a VOID SHIPMENT button 854.
[0237] At decision 592 the system tests whether the
user has selected a date range from the drop down
menu 840 of available date ranges and has also select-
ed the GO button 842. If not, the routine loops to con-
tinuously test, as no further operations are possible until
a date range has been selected and the command has
been issued to retrieve the shipping history information.
If affirmative, control passes to step 594 and the system
is operative to cause the mainframe computer associ-
ated with the SSP, which stores package level detail
(PLD) information for a predetermined period of time, to
retrieve the requested historical information. Preferably,
this historical information is passed upwardly through
the various components of the system to minimize re-
trieval latency, for example the information may be
cached in an application server 78 or web front end serv-
er 50 (FIG. 2). The retrieved information is then dis-
played to the customer in a historical information display
region 844 illustrated in FIG. 35. Control then passes to
decision 596.
[0238] At decision 596 the system tests whether the
user has selected a particular prior shipment with RA-
DIO button 848. If not, control returns to step 592 to re-
ceive user input. If affirmative, control passes to deci-
sion 598.
[0239] At decision 598 the system tests whether the
user has selected the SHOW DETAIL/RECEIPT button
850. If affirmative, control passes to step 600 where the
system retrieves the shipment history information cor-
responding to the selected shipment. This information
is displayed in the preferred embodiment in a separate
SHIPMENT DETAILS page, for example page 856
shown in FIG. 36. The SHIPMENT DETAILS page in the
disclosed embodiment contains detailed information
about a selected prior shipment. For example, address-
es, shipment details, charges, tracking number, pack-
age details, reference numbers, and the like.
[0240] The SHIPMENT DETAILS page preferably
provides a button for viewing a receipt associated with
the selected shipment via a VIEW RECEIPT button 858,
and a button to return to the SHIPPING HISTORY page
via BACK TO SHIPPING HISTORY button 860. These
buttons operate to display receipt for the selected prior
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shipment or return to the SHIPPING HISTORY page, as
appropriate.
[0241] Still referring to FIG. 22, if at decision 598 the
user has not selected the SHOW DETAIL/RECEIPT but-
ton, control passes to decision 602. At step 602 the sys-
tem tests whether the user has selected a SHIP AGAIN
button 852, indicating a desire to use information from
the selected prior shipment in connection with another
shipment. If affirmative, control passes to step 604, and
the routine exits by branching to the SHIPPING routine
of FIG. 15. In this situation however, appropriate data
fields of the SHIPPING INFORMATION page 660 in
FIG. 26 are pre-populated with information from the se-
lected prior shipment. The customer can then readily
navigate to accept terms and condition, payment, etc.
with minimal additional data entry, thereby shipping an-
other package to an intended recipient quickly and eas-
ily.
[0242] If at decision 602 the user has not selected the
SHIP AGAIN button, control passes to decision 606. At
decision 606 the system tests whether the user has se-
lected the VOID SHIPMENT button 854, indicating a de-
sire to void the selected shipment, if possible. If the user
did not select the void button, control passes back to
step 592 to await appropriate user input. If affirmative,
control passes to step 608 where the system assesses
the status of the selected prior shipment and determines
whether the shipment can be voided. The shipment may
be voided, for example, if the package has not yet been
acquired by the SSP. On the other hand, a shipment typ-
ically cannot be voided if the package is enroute to the
intended recipient or has already been delivered. The
shipping service provider can determine appropriate
voiding policy as desired.
[0243] The preferred system provides for the ability to
inquire about or cancel an ODS request. To void an ODS
request, the request for cancellation should come be-
fore the cut-off time for an ODS request. An ODS order
may also be voided when the order has not yet been
picked up. If the shipment has been scanned or other-
wise acquired by the SSP, then the order has been ful-
filled and cannot be voided.
[0244] After voiding the selected shipment, if indicat-
ed as possible, control passes back to step 592 to await
user input.

RATE & VALIDATE Routine

[0245] Turn now to FIG. 23 for a discussion of the
RATE & VALIDATE routine 610 that is operative to val-
idate the postal codes. In other words, to determine if
they are real and whether the SSP can deliver the indi-
cated type of package with the selected type of delivery
to such postal code, and to calculate the charges to be
assessed for such delivery. The routine 610 is preferably
executed by providing information including the send-
er's and recipient's postal codes, selected package
shipment type, and selected shipment type. The routine

610 provides the Rating & Validation function 64 shown
in FIG. 1.
[0246] To perform the rating and validating functions,
the ISS includes a software component, a Rating and
Validation Engine (RAVE) (not separately illustrated).
The RAVE provides shipping and package cost option
calculations, and also embodies the shipping service
provider's business rules regarding package, shipment,
service and accessories. The RAVE is typically updated
whenever there are rate changes to the shipping service
provider.
[0247] The user's credit card information is also pref-
erably processed through the RAVE. This will ensure
that the card is valid and has the necessary funds to
cover the cost of the current shipment. The RAVE there-
fore preferably works in conjunction with a credit card
clearing house. Validation will be directed to the dollar
amount, credit card number, and expiration date. The
validation process may alert the user if there is a prob-
lem with their account.
[0248] In a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, security measures are put in place to deter mul-
tiple credit card attempts. This will deny access and
shutoff the system to someone who attempts multiple
invalid credit card numbers. To help prevent credit card
fraud, the ISS preferably permits only a limited number
of wrong expiration date entries per credit card number
before blocking that card for a 24-hour period.
[0249] Starting now at step 612, the first step taken in
routine 610 is to receive the postal codes of sender and
recipient (for example U.S. postal zip codes), and
search the system's database for these postal codes.
At decision 614, the system determines whether the in-
dicated zip codes are valid. If they are not, control pass-
es to step 616 where the system prepares a return mes-
sage indicating that the provided postal codes are not
valid or cannot be served by the SSP with the selected
type of package and type of delivery option. The routine
then returns, passing the return message to the calling
routine.
[0250] If the system determines that the postal codes
are valid and that the selected types of package and
service are possible, control passes to step 618. At this
step the system searches a database for the selected
service, accessories, and access methods. At step 620
the system determines the shipment's most probable
delivery route. At step 622 the system calculates the
cost of the shipment, utilizing the indicated package type
and delivery options, and determines whether funds are
available from the customer using the selected payment
method. Typically, this entails access to the credit card
authorization system 76 as shown in FIG. 2.
[0251] At step 622 the system prepares a return mes-
sage containing the total charges for the shipment, for
inclusion and display in the shipment summary, for ex-
ample, in the display area for Total Charges 734 in FIG.
27. Upon completion of this step the return message is
passed to the CALLING routine, and the RATE & VAL-
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IDATE routine 610 exits.

Shipping Label

[0252] Turn now to FIG. 37 for a discussion of features
of the disclosed shipping label 25 that is printed by the
customer utilizing print indicia provided to the custom-
er's computer 20 system from the ISS 10.
[0253] A label 25 generated in accordance with a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention contains a
number of information containing regions, some ma-
chine readable via bar code and/or Maxicode®, some
human readable, and some security indicia. Information
contained in the label is laid out to maximize use of
space as well as machine readability. A Return Address
region 870, which may be different from the Origin Ad-
dress, appears in the upper left hand corner. Thus, a
person traveling can specify an Origin Address for pric-
ing and pick-up purposes, but use a home office for the
return address.
[0254] Below the Return Address region appears a
Ship To address region 872 and in the upper right hand
comer appears a Package Count region 874 indicating
how many packages are in the present shipment and
the number of the present package within that shipment.
[0255] Below the Ship To address is a square block
containing a Maxicode® symbol 876. A Maxicode® is a
proprietary machine-readable dense code containing all
the text of the label and optionally other package level
detail (PLD) information concerning the customer, the
contents, special handling, etc. Those skilled in the art
will understand that at least one hundred characters of
text can be stored in a Maxicode® and machine-read
with a scanner.
[0256] To the right of the Maxicode® is a human read-
able Sort Code region 882, which identifies an Initial
Sorting Hub 878 and a Sorting Belt Code 880 which
identifies the sorting belt within the hub 42 to which the
package is first routed.
[0257] A Final Destination postal code appears below
the human readable codes 878, 880 in the form of a
Code 128 or other popular barcode 882. The postal
code may be reproduced in human readable form (not
shown) if desired.
[0258] A horizontal box below the codes just de-
scribed contains text 884 describing the level of the
service and a large font alphanumeric Level of Service
code 886. Immediately below is a 1Z code 888 which
serves as a tracking number. The IZ code itself compris-
es an alphanumeric 6-digit Customer Account Number
890, a Level of Service identifier 892, a non-sequential
Reference Numeral 894, and a Check Sum digit 896.
[0259] The Customer Account Number 890 may con-
tain a special character to designate a particular kind of
payment, such as carrier account or a credit card only
Internet account. Here for example, the letter "T" desig-
nates a credit card account. The tracking number may
be encoded in a machine-readable barcode region 898.

[0260] A unique 1Z number is generated for each la-
bel printed, for security purposes, as discussed.
[0261] In the lowermost section of the label, a billing
identifier 900 states the type of billing. As shown, the
"BILLING: PREPAID" identifier signals to the carrier's
personnel to accept the package because payment has
been validated. Also, in this section are one or more
lines of User Text 902 that may be used to identify the
customer's reference for customer internal accounting,
filing, or the like. This box may also contain the version
number of the ISS software that created the label, for
technical support and help desk use.
[0262] In the lower left of the label block is a Logo re-
gion. According to one aspect of the invention, person-
nel of the shipping service provider may be instructed
not to accept this type of label unless the Logo 904 and
indicia indicative of payment such as the BILLING: PRE-
PAID identifier 900 are both present. This combination
of identifiers helps to detect fraudulent use of copies of
shipping labels. It will therefore be appreciated that the
various features of the label, working in combination, are
security measures against fraudulent reuse of a label,
or of copying of a label, or of printing multiple copies of
a label.
[0263] As discussed in connection with the LABEL
PRINTING routine, features of the label printing process
assist in providing security for the label and guarding
against fraud. For example, after data entry for a ship-
ment, a label 25 is presented in a new ("spawned")
browser window for user inspection and printing using
the browser PRINT function. Also, to avoid label printing
problems the ISS may query the user's computer 20 to
determine the browser type used by the customer and
provide an appropriate page setup.
[0264] Finally, the labels may be printed sideways
within half of a standard 8 1/2" x 11" page which can
then be folded and inserted into a transparent envelope
attached to a package, or attached directly to the pack-
age.
[0265] As will be understood by those skilled in the
art, the shipping label 25 is not limited to the format de-
scribed above. The information included in the format
described above may be rearranged, deleted, or added
to create labels of different configurations. For example,
the Shipped From block, Package Information block,
Shipped To block, and Customer block may be arranged
to the left of the label, while the Maxicode® block, Postal
Barcode block, Tracking Number Barcode block and
Routing Instructions block may be grouped to the right
hand side.
[0266] Again, these may be rearranged to suit the
needs of the user or the shipping service provider.
[0267] An additional routing and instruction section on
the label 25 (not shown) may provide for special instruc-
tions. This may include a required signature, earliest de-
livery times, verbal confirmation of delivery, COD, haz-
ardous material, international billing options. Within the
international billing options, the routing instructions sec-
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tions may specify split billing, third-party billing, domes-
tic U.S. billing options, etc.
[0268] A package information block (not shown) may
include information regarding the package such as
weight, count, the shipment number for thermal way bill,
the shipment weight, and the shipment dimensional
weight.
[0269] Although the present invention has been dis-
closed and described in terms of preferred embodi-
ments, it is not intended that the invention be limited to
such embodiments. Modifications within the spirit of the
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art. The
scope of the present invention is to be limited only by
the claims which follow.

Claims

1. A method for shipping a package from a package
sender to an intended recipient via a shipping serv-
ice provider, wherein the shipping of the package is
conducted according to profile information of a cus-
tomer of the shipping service provider, the method
comprising the steps of:

storing profile information associated with the
customer in a computer system associated with
the shipping service provider;
providing an Internet-accessible order-receiv-
ing system associated with the shipping service
provider;
at the order-receiving system, receiving an or-
der for shipping a package and identifying in-
formation from the customer via a computer
system associated with the customer;
using the customer identifying information to re-
trieve profile information associated with the
customer from the shipping service provider
computer system;
determining a manner for handling the package
to be shipped in accordance with the retrieved
profile information;
transmitting information indicating the deter-
mined manner for handling the package to the
customer's computer system for printing of a
shipping label;
acquiring the package by the shipping service
provider; and
handling the package in accordance with the in-
formation printed on the shipping label,
whereby the shipping of the package is con-
ducted according to stored profile information
associated with the customer.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further
comprises the step of charging a customer for ship-
ping the package in accordance with payment infor-
mation included within said profile information.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step
of billing the customer for shipping the package in
accordance to payment information in the stored
profile information.

4. The method of any preceding claim, further com-
prising the step of editing the stored profile informa-
tion.

5. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
step of storing profile information comprises:

displaying an Internet-based data entry form on
the customer's computer system for entry of the
profile information associated with the custom-
er;
receiving entry into the data entry form by the
customer of information relating to shipment
handling and payment as profile information;
communicating the profile information to the
computer system of the shipping service pro-
vider; and
storing the profile information at the computer
system of the shipping service provider.

6. The method of any preceding claim, further com-
prising the steps of:

associating a unique customer identifier with
the profile information;
in response to entry of the unique customer
identifier by the customer when entering an or-
der to ship a package, retrieving the profile in-
formation corresponding to the particular cus-
tomer associated with the unique customer
identifier.
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