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(54) TIMING GENERATION CIRCUIT AND PHASE SHIFT CIRCUIT

(57) There are provided a timing generating circuit
which can generate the rising edge or the falling edge of
pulses with a resolution higher than the frequency of a
repeat signal generating circuit, and a phase shift circuit
which can be applied to the timing generating circuit.

The phase shift circuit receiving a repeat signal gen-
erates a signal of which a phase is shifted by a predeter-
mined quantity on the basis of the repeat signal, the

phase shift controller controls what phase of signal the
phase shift circuit output among first to M-th signals, and
the counter circuit counts the number of output signals
of the phase shift circuit and generates a count end signal
when the count value reaches a set value, and thereby
the counter circuit outputs a synthesized timing signal of
the timing of the repeat signal and the timing shifted by
the phase shift circuit.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a circuit tech-
nique of generating a predetermined timing (such as pe-
riod, ON time, OFF time, duty ratio, dead time, and ratio
of dead time to period) of a processing signal and, more
particularly, to a timing generating circuit which can gen-
erate the rising edge or the falling edge of pulses with a
resolution higher than the frequency of a repeat signal
generating circuit, and a phase shift circuit which can be
applied to the timing generating circuit.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Conventionally, in an apparatus containing with
a PWM function and an apparatus processing pulses
such as VCO, there has been attempted to set timing of
ON width, OFF width, duty ratio, dead time, or time width
such as period of the pulse more finely than the frequency
of a transmitter circuit. As for this kind of technique, for
example, a technique has been known in which a rising
timing of the pulse is shifted using an RC integration cir-
cuit as shown in Fig. 37(A). Specifically, as shown in Fig.
37(B), a capacitor C is charged before one period TS of
a pulse signal starts (before a predetermined time of the
rising timing of the pulse), and when the charging voltage
VBIAS reaches a threshold voltage VTH (see timing Ta,
shown in Fig. 37(C)),
the rising timing of the pulse is set (starting of TON period).
In the technique, as shown in Fig. 37(C), the start timing
Ta of the TON period can be adjusted with high accuracy
of a clock CLK (see Fig. 37(B)) by changing the charging
voltage VBIAS of the capacitor C.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0003] However, in the technique shown in Fig. 37, the
charging voltage of the capacitor C cannot be constantly
maintained because the characteristics of the elements
are not constant. For this reason, it is not easy to generate
a timing signal at a high frequency.
[0004] In addition, there may be considered a circuit
which operates at high frequency by interpolating and
expanding the number of bits. The circuit includes an A/D
converter 91, an interpolation expander 92, a D/A con-
verter 93, and a comparator 94. The number of bits of
the signal (8 bits in this example) from the A/D converter
91 is expanded (10 bits expansion in this example) by
an interpolation expander 92.
[0005] The 10-bit signal which is interpolated and ex-
panded is converted into an analog signal VA by the D/A
converter 93, and compared with a saw signal VSAW by
the comparator 94 which outputs a PWM-modulated
pulse signal SPWM. Fig. 38 (B) shows the analog signal

VA, the saw signal VSAW, and the pulse signal SPWM.
[0006] However, in the scheme, the timing cannot be
adjusted at a high frequency. In addition, since the com-
parator of the analog saw signal is used, it is susceptible
to noise.
[0007] An object of the invention is to provide a circuit
technique of generating a predetermined timing (such as
period, ON time, OFF time, duty ratio, dead time, and
ratio of dead time to period) of a processing signal, and
more particularly, to provide a timing generating circuit
and a phase shift circuit to be employed to the timing
generating circuit, in which the rising edge or the falling
edge of the pulse can be generated at timing more finely
than that of frequency of a repeat signal generating cir-
cuit.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0008] The gist of the timing generating circuit accord-
ing to the invention is the following configurations (1) to
(12).

(1)

[0009] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
phase shift circuit, a phase shift controller, and a counter
circuit, wherein

(A) the phase shift circuit receiving a repeat signal
outputs a signal of which a phase is shifted by a
predetermined quantity (including a zero shift quan-
tity) on the basis of the repeat signal,
(B) the phase shift controller controls what phase of
signal the phase shift circuit output (where the first
signal has a zero shift quantity and the M-th signal
has the maximum shift quantity) among first to M-th
signals, and
(C) the counter circuit counts the number of output
signals of the phase shift circuit and generates a
count end signal when the count value reaches a set
value,
whereby the counter circuit outputs a synthesized
timing signal of the timing of the repeat signal and
the timing shifted by the phase shift circuit.

[0010] According to the invention, in consideration of
power saving, the upper cipher is counted by the counter
circuit, and the lower cipher is counted by the phase shift
circuit.

(2)

[0011] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
counter circuit, a phase shift circuit, and a phase shift
controller, wherein

1 2 
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(A) the counter circuit receiving a repeat signal
counts the number of repeat signals and generates
a count end signal when the count value reaches a
set value,
(B) the phase shift circuit outputs a signal of which
a phase is shifted by a predetermined quantity (in-
cluding a zero shift quantity) from the output signal
of the counter circuit, and
(C) the phase shift controller controls what phase of
signal (where the first signal has a zero shift quantity
and the M-th signal has the maximum shift quantity)
the phase shift circuit should output among first to
M-th signals,
whereby the phase shift circuit outputs a synthesized
timing signal of the timing of the repeat signal and
the timing shifted by the phase shift circuit.

(3)

[0012] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a re-
peat signal generating circuit, a phase shift circuit gen-
erating plural signals of which a phase is shifted by a
predetermined quantity (including a zero shift quantity),
a selection circuit selecting one of plural signals from the
phase shift circuits to correspond to a low cipher of a
timing value, and a counter circuit having a set value
corresponding to a high cipher of the timing value, where-
in

(A) the phase shift circuit receives the output signal
of the repeat signal generating circuit and outputs
plural signals of which a phase is shifted by a pre-
determined quantity on the basis of the received sig-
nal, and
(B) the selection circuit selects and outputs one of
plural signals from the phase shift circuit to corre-
spond to a low-cipher value of the timing value and
the counter circuit outputs a count end signal as a
timing signal corresponding to a value obtained by
combining the low-cipher value and the high-cipher
value when the count value reaches a set value.

(4)

[0013] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a re-
peat signal generating circuit, a phase shift circuit gen-
erating plural signals of which a phase is shifted by a
predetermined quantity (including a zero shift quantity),
a counter circuit including plural counter circuit elements
having a set value corresponding to a high cipher of the
timing value, and a selection circuit selecting one of the
signals from the plural counter circuit elements of the
counter circuit to correspond to a low cipher of the timing
value, wherein

(A) the phase shift circuit receives the output signal

of the repeat signal generating circuit and outputs
plural signals of which a phase is shifted by a pre-
determined quantity on the basis of the received sig-
nal, and
(B) the respective counter circuit elements of the
counter circuit receive and count the plural output
signals of the phase shift circuit and outputs count
end signals when the count value reaches the set
value, and the selection circuit selects one of the
output signals of the plural counter circuit elements
of the counter circuit on the basis of the low-cipher
value and outputs the selected signal as a timing
signal corresponding to a value obtained by combin-
ing the low-cipher value and the high-cipher value.

(5)

[0014] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a re-
peat signal generating circuit, a counter circuit having a
set value corresponding to a high cipher of a timing value,
a phase shift circuit generating plural signals of which a
phase is shifted by a predetermined quantity (including
a zero shift quantity), a selection circuit selecting one of
the plural signals from the phase shift circuit to corre-
spond to a low-cipher value of the timing value, and a
selection circuit controller, wherein

(A) the counter circuit receives and counts the output
signal of the repeat signal generating circuit and out-
puts a count end signal when the count value reach-
es the set value, and
(B) the phase shift circuit receives the count end sig-
nal of the counter circuit and outputs plural signals
of which the phases are shifted by a predetermined
quantity (including a zero shift quantity) on the basis
of the received signal, and the selection circuit se-
lects one of the plural output signals of the phase
shift circuit to correspond to a low-cipher value and
outputs the selected signal as a timing signal corre-
sponding to a value obtained by combining the low-
cipher value and the high-cipher value.

(6)

[0015] The timing generating circuit according to any
one of (1) to (5), wherein the phase shift circuit includes
a serial connection or a parallel connection of delay ele-
ments or delay circuits or a serial-parallel connection as
a combination thereof.

(7)

[0016] The timing generating circuit according to any
one of (3) to (5), wherein signals of which phases are
sequentially shifted are output from terminals of the delay
elements or the delay circuits.

3 4 
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(8)

[0017] The timing generating circuit according to any
one of (3) to (5), further comprising a phase shift controller
stopping the delay elements or the delay circuits not used
among the operations of the delay elements or the delay
circuits of the phase shift circuit.

(9)

[0018] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a re-
peat signal generating circuit outputting plural signals of
which phases are shifted by a predetermined quantity
(including a zero shift quantity), a counter circuit including
plural counter circuit elements having a set value corre-
sponding to a high cipher of a timing value, and a selec-
tion circuit selecting one of the plural signals from the
counter circuit to correspond to a low cipher of the timing
value, wherein

(A) the plural counter circuit elements of the counter
circuit receive and count the plural output signals of
the repeat signal generating circuit and outputs a
count end signal when the count value reaches the
set value, and
(B) the selection circuit selects one of the output sig-
nals of the plural counter circuit elements on the ba-
sis of the low-cipher value and outputs the selected
signal as a timing signal corresponding to a value
obtained by combining the low-cipher value and the
high-cipher value.

(10)

[0019] A timing generating circuit generating a prede-
termined timing of a processing signal, comprising a re-
peat signal generating circuit outputting plural signals of
which phases are shifted by a predetermined quantity
(including a zero shift quantity), a selection circuit select-
ing one of the plural signals from the repeat signal gen-
erating circuit to correspond to a low-cipher value of a
timing value, a counter circuit including plural counter
circuit elements having a set value corresponding to a
high cipher of the timing value, wherein

(A) the selection circuit selects and outputs one of
the plural output signals of the repeat signal gener-
ating circuit on the basis of the value corresponding
to the low cipher, and
(B) the counter circuit receives and counts the output
signal of the selection circuit and outputs a count end
signal as a timing signal corresponding to a value
obtained by combining the low-cipher value and the
high-cipher value when the count value reaches the
set value.

(11)

[0020] The timing generating circuit according to (9) or
(10), wherein the repeat signal generating circuit includes
a repeat signal generating source and a phase shift cir-
cuit, and
wherein the phase shift circuit receives the output of the
repeat signal generating source and outputs plural sig-
nals of which phases are shifted by a predetermined
quantity (including a zero shift quantity) on the basis of
the repeat signal.

(12)

[0021] The timing generating circuit according to (11),
wherein the phase shift circuit includes a serial connec-
tion or a parallel connection of delay elements or delay
circuits or a serial-parallel connection as a combination
thereof and signals of which phases are sequentially
shifted are output from terminals of the delay elements
or the delay circuits.
[0022] The gist of the delay circuits according to the
invention is the following configurations (13) to (17).
(13) A delay circuit used in the phase shift circuit of (1)
to (12), comprising

(a) a serial-connection delay circuit group including
Q delay circuits having at least two different delay
times,
(b) a bypass switch group including Q bypass switch-
es connected between both terminals of the respec-
tive delay circuits, and
(c) an output switch group including Q switches con-
nected between a terminal apart from a signal input
side of the respective delay circuits and an output
terminal.

(14)

[0023] A delay circuit used in the phase shift circuit of
(1) to (12), comprising

(a) a serial-connection delay circuit group including
Y-1 first delay circuits with a delay time of T·Y0, Y-1
second delay circuits with a delay time of T·Y1, ...,
and Y-1 P-th delay circuits with a delay time of T·YP-1,
(b) a bypass switch group including Y-1 first bypass
switches connected between both terminals of the
first delay circuits, Y-1 second bypass switches con-
nected between both terminals of the second delay
circuits, ..., and Y-1 P-th bypass switches connected
between both terminals of the P-th delay circuits, and
(c) an output switch group including Y-1 first output
switches connected between a terminal apart from
a signal input side of the first delay circuits and a
signal output terminal, Y-1 second output switches
connected between a terminal apart from a signal
input side of the second delay circuits and a signal
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output terminal, ..., and Y-1 P-th output switches
connected between a terminal apart from a signal
input side of the P-th delay circuits and a signal out-
put terminal.

(15)

[0024] The delay circuit according to (14), wherein
Y=2.

(16)

[0025] The delay circuit according to any one of (13)
to (15), wherein a short-circuit preventing switch being
turned on or off in synchronization with the bypass switch-
es of the delay circuits are connected in series to the
delay circuits.

(17)

[0026] The delay circuit according to any one of (13)
to (16), wherein the delay circuits include an integration
circuit manufactured on a semiconductor integrated cir-
cuit.
[0027] The delay circuits according to (13) to (17) can
be used in the phase shift circuit. In this case, the periodic
signal output circuit is connected to a signal input termi-
nal. One period of the periodic signal output circuit is
equal to the maximum delay time caused by the serial-
connection delay circuit group and is greater than the
above-mentioned delay time.
[0028] In the invention, the "predetermined timing of a
processing signal" is typically a "level-transition timing
value of the processing signal."
In the invention, the phase shift circuit includes a serial
connection or a parallel connection of delay elements or
delay circuits or a serial-parallel connection as a combi-
nation thereof.
In the invention, the phase shift circuit can output a single
signal. In this case, the phase shift controller can control
the phase shift circuit to output a signal with a predeter-
mined phase. Any one of the second to M-th pulses can
be output from the terminals of the delay elements or the
delay circuit. The phase shift circuit can include a line of
switches passing an input signal and the phase shift con-
troller can control the ON and OFF of the switches.
In the invention, the phase shift circuit may output plural
signals of which phases are shifted. In this case, any one
of the second to M-th pulses can be output from the ter-
minals of the delay elements or the delay circuits. The
phase shift circuit can include a line of switches passing
an input signal. In this case, the phase shift controller
can deactivate the delay elements or the delay circuits
not used.
Further, in the invention, the counter circuit may perform
one operation of converting a serial input into a parallel
output and converting a parallel input into a serial output.
Specifically, the counter circuit may be a normal counter

outputting a count value in parallel bits, a counter output-
ting a carrier signal or a borrow signal at the time of count-
ing up or down, or a shift register.
[0029] In addition, a tri-state buffer may be used as the
delay element and an integration circuit may be used as
the delay circuit. An element or circuit capable of con-
verting a voltage into a time may be used as the delay
element or the delay circuit.

Advantages of the Invention

[0030] According to the invention, a predetermined
timing (such as period, ON time, OFF time, duty ratio,
dead time, and ratio of dead time to period) of a process-
ing signal can be adjusted more finely than that of the
frequency of the repeat signal generating circuit. That is,
according to the invention, even when an oscillator with
a pulse of several tens MHz, it is possible to generate a
level-transition timing signal of the processing signal with
a frequency of several GHz and thus to provide a PWM
control device and a VCO control device with an inex-
pensive control device. Since the phase shift controller
stopping the operation of the pulse generating circuit not
performing a counting operation can be provided, it is
possible to further reduce the power consumption. Since
the phase shift circuit can include a serial connection or
a parallel connection of delay elements or delay circuits
or a serial-parallel connection as a combination thereof,
it is possible to suppress the manufacturing cost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031] Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating a timing generat-
ing circuit in which a repeat signal generating circuit gen-
erates signals with plural phases.

Fig. 2 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating the
timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating another example of
the timing generating circuit according to the inven-
tion.
Fig. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific ex-
ample of the timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a modified example of
the circuit shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a combined circuit of
the circuit shown in Fig. 1 and the circuit shown in
Fig. 3.
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating another modified ex-
ample of the circuit shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating a modified example of
the circuit shown in Fig. 3.
Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a timing
generating circuit in which a repeat signal generating
circuit generates signals with plural different phases.
Fig. 10 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating the
timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 9.
Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating another example of
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the timing generating circuit in which the repeat sig-
nal generating circuit generates signals with plural
different phases.
Fig. 12 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating the
timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 11.
Fig. 13 is a diagram illustrating another example of
the timing generating circuit according to the inven-
tion in which the repeat signal generating circuit gen-
erates signals with plural different phases.
Fig. 14 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating the
timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating an-
other example of the timing generating circuit 1
shown in Fig. 13.
Figs. 16(A) and 16(B) are diagrams illustrating ex-
amples of operating waveforms of the timing gener-
ating circuit.
Fig. 17 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example
where the timing generating circuit according to the
invention is applied to a pulse generating circuit.
Fig. 18 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
phase shift circuit in which delay elements or delay
circuits are directly connected.
Fig. 19 is a diagram illustrating a modified example
of the circuit shown in Fig. 9.
Fig. 20 is a diagram illustrating another modified ex-
ample of the circuit shown in Fig. 9.
Fig. 21 is a diagram illustrating an example of the
timing generating circuit according to the invention
in which the repeat signal generating circuit gener-
ates signals with plural phases.
Fig. 22 is a diagram illustrating another example of
the timing generating circuit according to the inven-
tion in which the repeat signal generating circuit gen-
erates signals with plural phases.
Fig. 23 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific ex-
ample of the timing generating circuit shown in Fig.
21.
Fig. 24 is a circuit diagram illustrating another spe-
cific example of the timing generating circuit shown
in Fig. 21.
Fig. 25 is a circuit diagram illustrating another spe-
cific example of the timing generating circuit shown
in Fig. 21.
Fig. 26 is a circuit diagram illustrating another spe-
cific example of the timing generating circuit shown
in Fig. 21.
Fig. 27 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating the
timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 22.
Fig. 28 is a diagram illustrating a specific example
of a delay circuit according to the invention.
Fig. 29 is a diagram illustrating another specific ex-
ample of the delay circuit according to the invention.
Fig. 30 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
phase shift circuit employing the circuit shown in Fig.
28.
Fig. 31 is a diagram illustrating a relation between a
delay time of a signal output from the timing gener-

ating circuit and an ON/OFF state of a switch group
of the phase shift circuit.
Fig. 32 is a diagram illustrating an example in order
to help with understanding, in which one period is
assumed to be 10 Ps and delayed into 10 steps from
0 Ps to 9 Ps.
Fig. 33 is a diagram illustrating an example where
two selection circuit 75 and 76 are used to generate
a signal of 5τ delays by setting one delay to τ.
Fig. 34 is a diagram illustrating a specific example
of the timing generating circuit employing a matrix.
Fig. 35 is a diagram illustrating a specific example
of another timing generating circuit employing a ma-
trix.
Fig. 36 is a diagram illustrating a specific example
of a delay circuit shown in Figs. 36(A) to (D).
Fig. 37 is a diagram illustrating the related art, (A) is
a circuit diagram of an integration circuit, (B) is a
waveform diagram illustrating an operation where a
capacitor is charged in advance, and (C) is an en-
larged diagram illustrating a part of the waveform
shown in (B).
Fig. 38(A) is a diagram illustrating a circuit for in-
creasing a frequency by interpolating and expanding
the number of bits, and (B) is a diagram illustrating
an operation of the circuit shown in (A).

Description of Reference Numerals and Signs

[0032] 1: TIMING GENERATING CIRCUIT

3: DELAY CIRCUIT
11: PERIODIC SIGNAL GENERATING CIRCUIT
12, 121, 122, 52, 62: PHASE SHIFT CIRCUIT
13, 54, 64: PHASE SHIFT CONTROLLER
14, 141, 142, 14(1), 14(2), ..., 14(M), 64: COUNTING
CIRCUIT
15, 151, 152: SELECTION CIRCUIT
16: SELECTION CONTROLLER
19: WAVEFORM SHAPING CIRCUIT
31: CIRCUIT ELEMENT GROUP
32: DELAY CONTOLLER
53: OSCILLATION CIRCUIT
111: OSCILLATION CIRCUIT GROUP
112: PHASE SHIFT CIRCUIT
113: SHIFT CONTROLLER
dlyk: DELAY CIRCUIT (k=1, 2, ..., AND Q)
ES: EXTERNAL SIGNAL
N1: UPPER CIPHER
N2: LOWER CIPHER
PLS: REPEAT SIGNAL
PLSPS:
Phasek: PHASE SHIFT SIGNAL (k=1, 2, ..., AND M)
PGk: k-th OSCILLATION CIRCUIT (k=1, 2, ..., AND
M)
PLSk: k-th PULSE (k=1, 2, ..., AND M)
SAk: BYPASS SWITCH GROUP (k=1, 2, ..., AND Q)
SBk: OUTPUT SWITCH (k=1, 2, ..., AND Q)

9 10 
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SCk: SHORT-CIRCUIT PREVENTING SWITCH
(k=1, 2, ..., AND Q)
SW: SWITCH
TS, TS1. TS2: TIMING SIGNAL

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0033] Figs. 1 and 2 are diagrams illustrating the timing
generating circuit in which the repeat signal generating
circuit generates signals with plural phases.
In Fig. 1, the timing generating circuit 1 generates a pre-
determined timing (such as period, ON time, OFF time,
duty ratio, dead time, and ratio of dead time to period) of
a processing signal and includes a repeat signal gener-
ating circuit 11, a phase shift circuit 12, a phase shift
controller 13, and a counter circuit 14.
[0034] The phase shift circuit 12 receives a repeat sig-
nal PLS from the repeat signal generating circuit 11 and
outputs a pulse of which a phase is shifted by a prede-
termined quantity. The phase shift controller 13 controls
what phase of pulse the phase shift circuit 12 should out-
put.
[0035] The counter circuit 14 counts the output of the
phase shift circuit 12 up to a predetermined value (the
number corresponding to the value of the upper cipher
N1) and outputs a count end signal (signal output after
the counting up or down is ended). This signal is a syn-
thesized timing signal of the timing (timing corresponding
to the value of the upper cipher N1) and the timing (timing
corresponding to the value of the lower cipher N2 and
being selected by the phase shift controller 13) shifted
by the phase shift circuit 12.
[0036] Fig. 2 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrating
the timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 1. The phase
shift circuit 12 includes a parallel connection of a switch
SW, a first delay circuit generating a delay time T, a sec-
ond delay circuit generating a delay time 2T, ..., and a
(M-1)-th delay circuit generating a delay time (M-1)T.
[0037] As shown in Fig. 2, the phase shift circuit 12
uses the pulse PLS output from the repeat signal gener-
ating circuit 11 as a first pulse PLS1 to output the first
pulse PLS1 or one of a second pulse PLS2, a third pulse
PLS3, ..., and an M-th pulse PLSM of which the phases
are sequentially shifted from the first pulse PLS1 as
PLSPS. Here, the phase shift controller 13 controls the
phase shift circuit 12 to output only one pulse of the first
to M-th pulses PLS1 to PLSM.
[0038] The switch SW selects the signal from the re-
peat signal generating circuit 11 as PLS1, the first delay
circuit generates PLS2 obtained by delaying PLS1 by T,
and the second delay circuit generates PLS3 obtained
by delaying PLS1 by 2T. The (M-1)-th delay circuit gen-
erates PLSM obtained by delaying PLS1 by (M-1)T. The
phase shift controller 13 has a lower cipher of the timing
value set therein, activates the switch SW and one of the
first to (M-1)-th delay circuits, and deactivates the other
delay circuits. The counter circuit 14 has an upper cipher
N1 and the counter circuit 14 can output a timing signal

TS corresponding to the timing value N1N2.
[0039] Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating another configu-
ration of the timing generating circuit according to the
invention. In Fig. 3, the timing generating circuit 1 gen-
erates a predetermined timing (such as period, ON time,
OFF time, duty ratio, dead time, and ratio of dead time
to period) of a processing signal, similarly to the timing
generating circuit shown in Fig. 1 and includes a repeat
signal generating circuit 11, a counter circuit 14, a phase
shift circuit 12, and a phase shift controller 13.
[0040] In Fig. 3, the counter circuit 14 counts the pulses
PLS from the repeat signal generating circuit 11 up to a
predetermined number (value of the upper cipher N1)
and then outputs a count end signal. The phase shift
circuit 12 outputs one of pulses PLS of which phases are
shifted by a predetermined quantity, when receiving the
output pulse (counting end pulse) CS of the counter cir-
cuit 14.
The phase shift controller 13 controls what phase of pulse
the phase shift circuit 12 should output. Accordingly, the
phase shift circuit 12 can output a synthesized timing
pulse of the timing (timing corresponding to the value of
the upper cipher N1) of the repeat signal and the timing
(timing corresponding to the value of the lower cipher N2
and being selected by the phase shift controller 13) shift-
ed by a predetermined quantity by the phase shift circuit
12.
[0041] As shown in Fig. 4, the phase shift circuit 12
uses the count end signal output from the counter circuit
14 as a first pulse PLS1 to output the first pulse PLS1 or
one of a second pulse PLS2, a third pulse PLS3, ..., and
an M-th pulse PLSM of which the phases are sequentially
shifted from the first pulse PLS1. The phase shift control-
ler 13 controls the phase shift circuit 12 to output one of
the first to M-th pulses PLS1 to PLSM.
In the timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 2, the
counter circuit 14 is disposed at a back stage of the phase
shift circuit 12, but the counter circuit 14 is disposed at a
back stage of the phase shift circuit 12 in Fig. 4. Similarly
to Fig. 2, in Fig. 4, the lower cipher N2 of the timing signal
is set in the phase shift controller 13, the upper cipher
N1 is set in the counter circuit 14, and the phase shift
circuit 12 can output a timing signal TS corresponding to
the timing value N1N2.
[0042] In the timing generating circuits shown in Figs.
1 and 3, the constituent elements may be properly shared
or the timing generating circuits may be combined. Ex-
amples thereof are shown in Figs. 5 to 8.
[0043] Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a modified exam-
ple of the circuit shown in Fig. 1. In the timing generating
circuit 1 shown in Fig. 5, a phase shift circuit 121 in a
group of the phase shift circuit 121 and the counter circuit
141 and a phase shift circuit 122 in a group of the phase
shift circuit 122 and the counter circuit 142 are controlled
by a single phase shift controller 13. In Fig. 5, the repeat
signal generating circuit 11 is also shared by two groups,
a timing signal TS1 is output from the counter circuit 141,
and a timing signal TS2 is output from the phase shift
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circuit 122.
[0044] Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a synthesized cir-
cuit of the circuit shown in Fig. 1 and the circuit shown in
Fig. 3. In the timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 6,
a phase shift circuit 121 in a group of the phase shift
circuit 121 and the counter circuit 141 and a phase shift
circuit 122 in a group of the phase shift circuit 122 and
the counter circuit 142 are controlled by a single phase
shift controller 13. In Fig. 3, the repeat signal generating
circuit 11 is also shared by two groups, a timing signal
TS1 is output from the counter circuit 141, and a timing
signal TS2 is output from the phase shift circuit 122.
[0045] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating another modified
example of the circuits shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In the
timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 7, the counter
circuits 141 and 142 are disposed at a back stage of the
phase shift circuit 12, a timing signal TS1 is output from
the counter circuit 141, and a timing signal TS2 is output
from the counter circuit 142.
[0046] Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating a modified exam-
ple of the circuit shown in Fig. 3. In the timing generating
circuit 1 shown in Fig. 8, the phase shift circuits 121 and
122 are disposed at a back stage of the counter circuit
14, the phase shift controller 13 is shared by the phase
shift circuits 121 and 122, a timing signal TS1 is output
from the phase shift circuit 121, and a timing signal TS2
is output from the phase shift circuit 122.
[0047] Figs. 9 to 14 are diagrams illustrating the timing
generating circuit according to the invention in which the
repeat signal generating circuit generates plural phases
of signals.
The timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 9 includes a
repeat signal generating circuit 11, a phase shift circuit
12, a phase shift controller 13, a selection circuit 15, a
selection controller 16, and a counter circuit 14.
[0048] The phase shift circuit 12 uses the pulse output
from the repeat signal generating circuit 11 as a first pulse
PLS1 to output the first pulse PLS1 or one of a second
pulse PLS2, a third pulse PLS3, ..., and an M-th pulse
PLSM of which the phases are sequentially shifted from
the first pulse PLS1. In Fig. 9, the phase shift controller
13 is used to deactivate the elements or circuits not used
among the delay elements or the delay circuits of the
phase shift circuit 12 and can be omitted.
[0049] The selection circuit 15 selects and outputs one
of the output signals (the first pulse PLS1 to the M-th
pulse PLSM) from the phase shift circuit 12 to correspond
to the value of the lower cipher N2 of the timing value.
That is, as shown in Fig. 10, the selection controller 16
outputs a selection instructing signal to the selection cir-
cuit 15 and the selection circuit 15 uses the selection
instructing signal as a first pulse PLS1 to output the first
pulse PLS1 or one (pulse corresponding to the value of
a lower cipher N2 of the timing value) of a second pulse
PLS2, a third pulse PLS3, ..., and an M-th pulse PLSM of
which the phases are sequentially shifted from the first
pulse PLS1. Since the value corresponding to the upper
cipher N1 of the timing value is set in the counter circuit

14, the counter circuit 14 outputs the count end signal as
a timing signal corresponding to a value N1N2 obtained
by combining the value of the lower cipher N2 and the
value of the upper cipher N1 when the count value reach-
es the set value.
[0050] In Fig. 10, the phase shift circuit 12 includes a
parallel connection of a path passing the signal from the
repeat signal generating circuit 11, a first delay circuit
generating a delay time T, a second delay circuit gener-
ating a delay time 2T, ..., and a (M-1)-th delay circuit gen-
erating a delay time (M-1)T.
The selection circuit 15 receives PLS1, PLS2, PLS3, ...,
and PLSM and selects one on the basis of the value of
the lower cipher N2. The selection circuit 15 makes a
selection in accordance with an instruction from the se-
lection controller 16. Since the upper cipher N1 is set in
the counter circuit 14, the counter circuit 14 can output
a timing signal TS corresponding to the timing value
N1N2.
[0051] The timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 11
includes a repeat signal generating circuit 11, a phase
shift circuit 12 generating plural signals of which the phas-
es are shifted by a predetermined quantity, a phase shift
controller 13, a counter circuit 14 including plural counter
circuit elements in which a value N1 corresponding to the
upper cipher of the timing signal, a selection circuit 15
selecting the output signals from the plural counter circuit
elements on the basis of the value N2 corresponding to
the lower cipher of the timing value, and a selection con-
troller 16.
[0052] In Fig. 11, the phase shift circuit 12 and the
phase shift controller 13 operate similarly to the phase
shift circuit 12 and the phase shift controller 13 shown in
Fig. 10. That is, he phase shift circuit 12 uses the pulse
output from the repeat signal generating circuit 11 as a
first pulse PLS1 to output the first pulse PLS1 or one of
a second pulse PLS2, a third pulse PLS3, ..., and an M-
th pulse PLSM of which the phases are sequentially shift-
ed from the first pulse PLS1. In Fig. 11, similarly to Fig.
9, the phase shift controller 13 is used to deactivate the
elements or circuits not used among the delay elements
or the delay circuits of the phase shift circuit 12 and can
be omitted.
[0053] The counter circuit elements constituting the
counter circuit 14 but not shown receive and count the
first pulse PLS1 to the M-th pulse PLSM which are the
output signals of the phase shift circuit 12, and outputs
the count end signal when the count value reaches the
set value (the value N1 corresponding to the upper cipher
of the timing value). The selection circuit 15 selects one
of the output signals of the counter circuit elements of
the counter circuit 14 on the basis of the value N2 of the
lower cipher of the timing value and outputs the selected
signal as a timing signal corresponding to the value N1N2
obtained by combining the value N1 of the upper cipher
and the value of the lower cipher N2.
[0054] Fig. 12 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrat-
ing the timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 11. The
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phase shift circuit 12 includes a parallel connection of a
circuit passing the signal from the repeat signal generat-
ing circuit 11, a first delay circuit generating a delay time
T, a second delay circuit generating a delay time 2T, ...,
and a (M-1)-th delay circuit generating a delay time (M-
1)T.
The counter circuit 14 includes counter circuit elements
14(1), 14(2), ..., and 14 (M), which have the value of the
upper cipher N1, and outputs the count end signal to the
selection circuit 15. The selection circuit 15 receives
PLS1, PLS2, PLS3, ..., and PLSM and selects PLS1,
PLS2, PLS3, ..., and PLSM on the basis of the value of
the lower cipher N2. The selection circuit 15 can output
the timing signal TS corresponding to the timing value
N1N2.
[0055] The timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 13
includes a repeat signal generating circuit 11, a counter
circuit 14, a phase shift circuit 12, a phase shift controller
13, a selection circuit 15, and a selection controller 16.
The value of the upper cipher N1 of a predetermined tim-
ing value is set in the counter circuit 14 by a control device
not shown. The counter circuit 14 counts the output puls-
es of the repeat signal generating circuit 11 until the count
value reaches the set value, and outputs the count end
signal when the count value reaches the set value (the
value N1 corresponding to the upper cipher of the timing
value).
[0056] The phase shift circuit 12 uses the pulse output
from the counter circuit 14 as a first pulse PLS1 to output
the first pulse PLS1 or one of a second pulse PLS2, a
third pulse PLS3, ..., and an M-th pulse PLSM of which
the phases are sequentially shifted from the first pulse
PLS1. In Fig. 13, similarly to Figs. 9 and 11, the phase
shift controller 13 is used to deactivate the elements or
circuits not used among the delay elements or the delay
circuits of the phase shift circuit 12 and can be omitted.
The selection circuit 15 selects one of the plural output
signals (the first pulse PLS1, the second pulse PLS2, ...,
and the M-th pulse PLSM) of the phase shift circuit on
the basis of the value N2 corresponding to the lower ci-
pher and outputs the selected signal as a timing signal
corresponding to the value N1N2 obtained by combining
the value N1 of the upper cipher and the value N2 of the
lower cipher.
[0057] Fig. 14 is a circuit diagram specifically illustrat-
ing the timing generating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 13.
A value of the upper cipher N1 is set in the counter circuit
14 and the count end signal of the counting circuit 14 is
output to the phase shift circuit 12. The phase shift circuit
12 includes a parallel connection of a circuit passing the
signal from the repeat signal generating circuit 11, a first
delay circuit generating a delay time T, a second delay
circuit generating a delay time 2T, ..., and a (M-1)-th delay
circuit generating a delay time (M-1)T and delays the
count end signal from the counter circuit 14.
The selection circuit 13 selects one of PLS1, PLS2,
PLS3, ..., and PLSM on the basis of the value of the lower
cipher N2 and outputs the timing signal TS corresponding

to the timing value N1N2.
[0058] Fig. 15 is a diagram illustrating another example
of the timing generating circuit 1 specifically illustrated in
Fig. 13. In Fig. 15, when the counter circuit 14 outputs
the count end signal, the selection controller 16 gives a
selection instruction to the selection circuit 15 on the ba-
sis of the count end signal. The phase shift controller 13
deactivates the delay circuits not used on the basis of
count end signal from the counter circuit 14.
[0059] The first pulse PLS1, the second pulse PLS2,
the third pulse PLS3, ..., and the M-th pulse PLSM, and
the timing signal TS are shown in Figs. 16(A) and 16(B).
N2 is the maximum N2MAX in Fig. 16(A) and 0<N2<N2MAX
is satisfied in Fig.16(B).
[0060] Fig. 17 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exam-
ple where the timing generating circuit according to the
invention is applied to a pulse generating circuit.
In Fig. 17, the pulse generating circuit generates a level-
transition timing signal of a processing signal which is
unchanged or changed in period and which is transited
to plural levels in one period. The processing signal may
be a pulse signal of which the pulse width is modulated
or an output pulse signal of a voltage-controlled oscillator.
[0061] The repeat signal generating circuit 11 may em-
ploy an oscillation circuit of, for example, 25 to 100 MHz.
The counter circuit 14 receives a pulse from the repeat
signal generating circuit 11, has set a value correspond-
ing to the upper cipher N1 of the timing value (N1N2 in
this example), and outputs a pulse as a first signal when
the count value reaches the value N1.
The phase shift circuit 12 outputs a second pulse PLS2
of which the phase is shifted by the delay time T from the
output pulse of the counter circuit 14, a third pulse PLS3
of which the phase is shifted by the delay time 2T from
the second pulse, ..., and an M-th pulse PLSM of which
the phase is shifted by the delay time (M-1)T from the
(M-1)-th pulse PLSM-1 (where (M-1)T<pulse period TP).
[0062] The selection circuit 15 receives the first to M-
th pulses of the output of the phase shift circuit 12. The
value of the lower cipher N2 of the timing value at which
the processing signal is transited in level is set in the
selection controller 16. The selection controller 16 out-
puts the selection instructing signal for selecting one of
the first to M-th pulses to the selection circuit 15 on the
basis of the set value.
[0063] The waveform shaping circuit 19 receives the
first pulse PLS1 output from the counter circuit 14 and
one of the second to M-th pulses output from the selection
circuit 15 and outputs a shaped waveform (synthesized
waveform) on the basis of the waveforms of the received
pulses. The waveform shaping circuit 19 can process the
input pulses, typically includes an AND circuit or an OR
circuit, and can adjust the rising or falling timing of the
first pulse with the precision integer times as fine as T.
In the timing generating circuits shown in Figs. 12, 14,
and 15, the delay elements or the delay circuits having
different delay times are connected in parallel as the
phase shift circuit. However, as shown in Fig. 18, the
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delay elements or the delay circuits having the same de-
lay time T may be connected in series and the delay
signals of the delay times T, 2T, ..., and (M-1)T may be
acquired from the connection terminals.
[0064] In the timing generating circuits shown in Figs.
9 to 15, the constituent elements can be properly used
in common or the timing generating circuits can be com-
bined. An example thereof is shown in Figs. 19 and 20.
[0065] Fig. 19 is a diagram illustrating a modified ex-
ample of the circuit shown in Fig. 9. In the timing gener-
ating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 19, a group of a selection
circuit 151 and a counter circuit 141 and a group of a
selection circuit 152 and a counter circuit 142 are con-
nected to the back stage of the phase shift circuit 12
(including the phase shift controller 13), and the selection
circuit 151 and the selection circuit 152 are controlled by
a single selection controller 16. In Fig. 19, the repeat
signal generating circuit 11 is shared by two groups, a
timing signal TS1 is output from the counter circuit 141,
and a timing signal TS2 is output from the counter circuit
142.
[0066] Fig. 20 is a diagram illustrating another modified
example of the circuit shown in Fig. 9. In the timing gen-
erating circuit 1 shown in Fig. 20, a group of a phase shift
circuit 121, a selection circuit 151, and a counter circuit
141 and a group of a phase shift circuit 122, a selection
circuit 152, and a counter circuit 142 are connected to
the back stage of the repeat signal generating circuit 11,
the selection circuit 151 and the selection circuit 152 are
controlled by a single selection controller 16, the phase
shift circuit 121 and the phase shift circuit 122 are con-
trolled by a single phase shift controller 13. In Fig. 20,
the repeat signal generating circuit 11 is shared by two
groups, a timing signal TS1 is output from the counter
circuit 141, and a timing signal TS2 is output from the
counter circuit 142. In Fig. 20, the outputs of the phase
shift circuit 121 are represented by PLS(1)1, PLS(1)2, ...,
and PLS(1)M and the outputs of the phase shift circuit
122 are presented by PLS(2)1, PLS(2)2, ..., and PLS(2)M.
[0067] Figs. 21 and 22 are diagrams illustrating a con-
figuration of the timing generating circuit according to the
invention in which the repeat signal generating circuit
generates plural phases of signals.
The timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 21 includes
a repeat signal generating circuit 11, a counter circuit 14,
a selection circuit 15, and a selection controller 16. The
repeat signal generating circuit 11 outputs plural signals
Phase1, Phase2, ..., and PhaseM of which the phases
are shifted by a predetermined quantity (including a zero
shift quantity). The counter circuit 14 includes plural
counter circuit elements set to a value corresponding to
the upper cipher N1 of the timing value but not shown.
The plural counter circuit elements perform a counting
operation until the count value reaches the set value and
output the count end signal. The selection circuit 15 se-
lects the count end signals from the plural counter circuit
elements on the basis of the value corresponding to the
lower cipher N2 and outputs the selected signal as a tim-

ing signal TS corresponding to the value N1N2 obtained
by combining the value N1 corresponding to the upper
cipher and the value N2 corresponding to the lower ci-
pher. The selection controller 16 outputs a selection in-
structing signal to the selection circuit 15 to make such
a selection.
[0068] The timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 22
includes a repeat signal generating circuit 11, a selection
circuit 15, a selection controller 16, and a counter circuit
14. The repeat signal generating circuit 11 outputs plural
signals of which the phases are shifted by a predeter-
mined quantity (including a zero shift quantity). The se-
lection circuit 15 selects a signal being shifted in phase
and being output from the repeat signal generating circuit
11 on the basis of the value of the lower cipher N2 of the
timing value.
[0069] The counter circuit 14 counts the outputs of the
selection circuit 15 and outputs the count end signal as
a timing signal TS corresponding to the value N1N2 ob-
tained by combining the value N1 corresponding to the
upper cipher and the value N2 corresponding to the lower
cipher when the count value reaches the set value. The
selection controller 16 outputs a selection instructing sig-
nal to the selection circuit 15 to make such a selection.
[0070] Fig. 23 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific
example of the timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 21.
In Fig. 23, the repeat signal generating circuit 11 includes
an oscillation circuit group 111 including a first oscillation
circuit PG1 to an M-th oscillation circuit PGM outputting
plural signals Phase1, Phase2, ..., and PhaseM, a phase
shift circuit 112, and a shift controller 113. In the repeat
signal generating circuit 11, when a driving signal TRG1
is input to the first oscillation circuit PG1 and the first
oscillation circuit PG1 outputs Phase1, the phase shift
circuit 112 outputs the driving signals TRG2, TRG3, ...,
and TRGM to the second oscillation circuit PG2, the third
oscillation circuit PG3, ..., and the M-th oscillation circuit
PGM, and the second oscillation circuit PG2, the third
oscillation circuit PG3, ..., and the M-th oscillation circuit
PGM sequentially output Phase2, Phase3, ..., and
PhaseM. The counter circuits 14(1), 14(2), ..., and 14(M)
count Phase1, Phase2, ..., and PhaseM until the count
value reaches the upper cipher N2 and output the count
end signals. The selection circuit 15 selects the counting
circuit corresponding to the lower cipher N2, and outputs
the timing signal TS corresponding to the value N1N2
obtained by combining the value of the upper cipher N1
and the value of the lower cipher N2.
[0071] Fig. 24 is a circuit diagram illustrating another
specific example of the timing generating circuit shown
in Fig. 21. In Fig. 24, an external signal ES is used as
the driving signal TRG1 of the first oscillation circuit PG1
and inputs the external signal ES to the phase shift circuit
112 to generate the driving signals TRG2, TRG3, ..., and
TRGM.
[0072] Fig. 25 is a circuit diagram illustrating another
specific example of the timing generating circuit shown
in Fig. 21. In Fig. 25, the output of the first oscillation
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circuit PG1 is delayed by the delay elements or the delay
circuits to generate a driving signal TRG2 and to drive
the second oscillation circuit PG2 and the output of the
second oscillation circuit PG2 is delayed to generate a
driving signal TRG3 and to drive the third oscillation circuit
PG3. The fourth oscillation circuit PG4 to the M-th oscil-
lation circuit PGM are driven in the same way. In Fig. 25,
the delay elements or the delay circuits on the output
sides of the first oscillation circuit PG1 to the (M-1)-th
oscillation circuit PGM-1 constitute the phase shift circuit
112.
Fig. 26 is a circuit diagram illustrating another specific
example of the timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 21.
In Fig. 26, the phase shift circuit 112 is driven by the
output of the first oscillation circuit PG1 shown in Fig. 23
instead of the external signal.
[0073] Fig. 27 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific
example of the timing generating circuit shown in Fig. 22.
In Fig. 27, the output signals Phase1, Phase2, ..., and
PhaseM of the repeat signal generating circuit 11 are out-
put to the selection circuit 15. The selection circuit 15
selects a signal corresponding to the lower cipher N2 of
the timing value and outputs the selected signal to the
counter circuit 14. Since the value of the upper cipher N1
is set in the counter circuit 14, the counter circuit 14 out-
puts the timing signal TS corresponding to a value N1N2
obtained by combining the value corresponding to the
upper cipher N1 and the value corresponding to the lower
cipher N2 by outputting the count end signal. Further, in
Fig. 27, the phase shift circuit is denoted by the reference
number 52, the phase shift controller is denoted by the
reference number 54, and the oscillation circuit is denot-
ed by the reference number 53.
[0074] The output of the first oscillation circuit PG1 is
input to the phase shift circuit 52 to generate the driving
timings of the second oscillation PG2 to the M-th oscilla-
tion circuit PGM. However, an external signal may be in-
put to the phase shift circuit 52 to generate the driving
timings of the first oscillation circuit PG1 to the M-th os-
cillation circuit PGM or the second oscillation circuit PG2
may be driven by the use of the output of the first oscil-
lation circuit PG1 , the third oscillation circuit PG3 may
be driven by the use of the second oscillation circuit PG2 ,
and a next-stage oscillation circuit may be sequentially
driven by the use of the output of the front-stage oscilla-
tion circuit.
[0075] The delay circuits may have individual config-
urations. For example, an integration circuit, a gate ele-
ment, a monostable multi-vibrator, or the like may be
used as the delay circuit. A circuit not changing the delay
time may be used as the delay circuit or it may be con-
figured to be programmable as shown in Figs. 28 to 31.
In the delay circuits shown in Figs. 28 to 30, a lot of delay
times can be generated by weighting the delay times of
the delay circuit elements (the delay elements or the de-
lay circuits) and switching and combining the delay times
by the use of switches.
When a delay circuit group including a serial connection

of the delay elements or a serial connection of the delay
circuits is used as the delay circuit, it may be difficult to
equalize the characteristics of the delay circuit groups
but it is possible to construct a delay circuit having a small
error by employing the following delay circuit.
[0076] In Fig. 28, the delay circuit 3 includes a circuit
element group 31 and a delay controller 32. The delay
circuit 3 may include

(a) a serial-connection circuit group (represented by
dly1 to dlyQ in Fig. 28) including Y-1 first delay circuits
with a delay time T·Y0, Y-1 second delay circuits with
a delay time of T·Y1, ..., and Y-1 P-th delay circuits
with a delay time of T·YP-1,
(b) a bypass switch group (represented by SA1,
SA2, ..., and SAQ in Fig. 28) including Y-1 first bypass
switches connected between both terminals of the
first delay circuits, Y-1 second bypass switches con-
nected between both terminals of the second delay
circuits, ..., and Y-1 P-th bypass switches connected
between both terminals of the P-th delay circuits, and
(c) an output switch group (represented by SB1,
SB2, ..., and SBQ in Fig. 28) including Y-1 first output
switches connected between a terminal apart from
a signal input side of the first delay circuits and a
signal output terminal, Y-1 second output switches
connected between a terminal apart from a signal
input side of the second delay circuits and a signal
output terminal, ..., and Y-1 P-th output switches
connected between a terminal apart from a signal
input side of the P-th delay circuits and a signal out-
put terminal.

[0077] In this case, short-circuit preventing switches
SC1, SC2, ..., and SCQ being turned on or off in synchro-
nization with the bypass switches SA1, SA2, ..., and SAQ
of the delay circuits can be connected in series to the
delay circuits dly1 to dlyQ. The short-circuit prevent switch
SCk (where k=1, 2, ..., and Q) is turned off when the by-
pass switch SAk (where k=1, 2, ..., and Q) is turned on,
and is turned on when the bypass switch SAk (where k=1,
2, ..., and Q) is turned off.
[0078] When Y=5, a circuit generating delay times of
T to 124T can be configured, for example, by the serial-
connection delay circuit group of the delay circuits with
four delay times T·50, four delay times T·51, and four
delay times T·52.
[0079] Fig. 28 is a diagram illustrating the delay circuit
with Y=2. In Fig. 27, the delay circuit 3 includes the circuit
element group 31 and the delay controller 32.
The circuit element group 31 includes Q delay circuits
dly1 to dlyQ and switch groups SA1 to SAQ and SB1 to SBQ
and the delay circuits dly1 to dlyQ can generate the delay
times of 20·T, 21·T, ..., and 2M-1·T. The delay controller
32 controls the turning-on or off of the switch groups SA1
to SAQ and SB1 to SBQ to combine the switches as shown
in Fig. 31 and to generate the delay times of 0, T, 2T, ...,
and 2M-1T.

19 20 



EP 2 211 463 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0080] That is, when Y=2, the number of delay circuits
with the same delay time need not be two or more, the
delay circuit can generate the maximum delay time of
15T, and an advantage similar to that when 15 delay
circuits with the delay time T are connected in series can
be obtained. Similarly, an advantage similar to that when
1023 delay circuits in maximum are connected in series
can be obtained using 10 delay circuits.
Fig. 30 is a diagram illustrating an example of the phase
shift circuit employing the circuit shown in Fig. 28. In Fig.
30, the phase sift circuit is disposed at a previous stage
of the phase shift circuit 12 (that is, the circuit element
group 31) and the counter circuit 14 is disposed at a sub-
sequent stage of the phase shift circuit 11.
Fig. 31 is a diagram illustrating a relation between the
delay times of the signals output from the timing gener-
ating circuit 3 and the ON/OFF statuses of the switch
groups of the phase shift circuit 22.
[0081] Figs. 32 and 33 are diagrams in order to help
with understanding the invention.
In Fig. 32, it is assumed that one period is 10 Ps and a
signal can be delayed into 10 steps from 0 Ps to 9 Ps by
selecting a path. When it is counted up to 1292 Ps, the
phase shift circuit delays the signal by 2, and the counter
62 counts 129. Therefore, a time of 1292 Ps can be count-
ed. Since the phase shift controller 64 turns on a neces-
sary path for delaying, the power saving can be achieved.
In addition, in Fig. 33, two selection circuits 75 and 76
are used, so that 5τ delays can be generated by setting
one delay to τ.
[0082] Figs. 34 and 35 show specific examples of the
timing generating circuit employing a matrix.
In Fig. 34, the delay gates are arranged in a matrix shape,
and a target delay time at an X-Y address is selected.
There is an advantage that the loads of the respective
delay gates are uniform.
In one direction arrangement type (this example), decod-
ing is carried out in which the lower row of the selected
address is in a selected state. In addition to the one di-
rection arrangement type (this example), a meandering
type (correction of a column decoding at EVN/ODD of a
row address) may be employed. In addition, the delay
gate of the 3-state output type is used to turn off the gates
not used, so that the power consumption can be reduced.
In this case, the output of each gate is connected to a
pull-up resistor.
In addition, in order to achieve the uniformity of the rising
delay and the falling delay, the polarity may be matched
by an output buffer which replaces the inverter with a
non-inverting type gate to adjust a value of the pull-up
resistor.
In Fig. 35, by using the clocked gate as the column se-
lection gate, each delaying gate is uniformly added and
the deviation in the delay time is small.
The delay gate of the 3-state outputting type is used to
turn off the gates not used in the unit of column delay
circuit, so that the power consumption can be reduced.
In addition, the clocked gate may be used as the row

selection switch.
Figs. 36(A) to 36(D) show specific examples of the delay
circuit.

Claims

1. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
phase shift circuit, a phase shift controller, and a
counter circuit, wherein

(A) the phase shift circuit receiving a repeat sig-
nal generates a signal of which a phase is shifted
by a predetermined quantity on the basis of the
repeat signal,
(B) the phase shift controller controls what
phase of signal the phase shift circuit output
among first to M-th signals, and
(C) the counter circuit counts the number of out-
put signals of the phase shift circuit and gener-
ates a count end signal (which is a signal output
after counting up or down is ended) when the
count value reaches a set value,
whereby the counter circuit outputs a synthe-
sized timing signal of the timing of the repeat
signal and the timing shifted by the phase shift
circuit.

2. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
counter circuit, a phase shift circuit, and a phase shift
controller, wherein

(A) the counter circuit receiving a repeat signal
counts the number of repeat signals and gener-
ates a count end signal when the count value
reaches a set value,
(B) the phase shift circuit outputs a signal of
which a phase is shifted by a predetermined
quantity from the output signal of the counter
circuit, and
(C) the phase shift controller controls what
phase of signal the phase shift circuit should out-
put among first to M-th signals,
whereby the phase shift circuit outputs a syn-
thesized timing signal of the timing of the repeat
signal and the timing shifted by the phase shift
circuit.

3. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
repeat signal generating circuit, a phase shift circuit
generating plural signals of which a phase is shifted
by a predetermined quantity, a selection circuit se-
lecting one of plural signals from the phase shift cir-
cuits to correspond to a low cipher of a timing value,
and a counter circuit having a set value correspond-
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ing to a high cipher of the timing value, wherein

(A) the phase shift circuit receives the output
signal of the repeat signal generating circuit and
outputs plural signals of which a phase is shifted
by a predetermined quantity on the basis of the
received signal, and
(B) the selection circuit selects and outputs one
of plural signals from the phase shift circuit to
correspond to a low-cipher value of the timing
value and the counter circuit outputs a count end
signal as a timing signal corresponding to a val-
ue obtained by combining the low-cipher value
and the high-cipher value when the count value
reaches a set value.

4. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
repeat signal generating circuit, a phase shift circuit
generating plural signals of which a phase is shifted
by a predetermined quantity, a counter circuit includ-
ing plural counter circuit elements having a set value
corresponding to a high cipher of the timing value,
and a selection circuit selecting one of the signals
from the plural counter circuit elements of the counter
circuit to correspond to a low cipher of the timing
value, wherein

(A) the phase shift circuit receives the output
signal of the repeat signal generating circuit and
outputs plural signals of which a phase is shifted
by a predetermined quantity on the basis of the
received signal, and
(B) the respective counter circuit elements of the
counter circuit receive and count the plural out-
put signals of the phase shift circuit and outputs
count end signals when the count value reaches
the set value, and the selection circuit selects
one of the output signals of the plural counter
circuit elements of the counter circuit on the ba-
sis of the low-cipher value and outputs the se-
lected signal as a timing signal corresponding
to a value obtained by combining the low-cipher
value and the high-cipher value.

5. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
repeat signal generating circuit, a counter circuit hav-
ing a set value corresponding to a high cipher of a
timing value, a phase shift circuit generating plural
signals of which a phase is shifted by a predeter-
mined quantity, a selection circuit selecting one of
the plural signals from the phase shift circuit to cor-
respond to a low-cipher value of the timing value,
and a selection circuit controller, wherein

(A) the counter circuit receives and counts the
output signal of the repeat signal generating cir-

cuit and outputs a count end signal when the
count value reaches the set value, and
(B) the phase shift circuit receives the count end
signal of the counter circuit and outputs plural
signals of which the phases are shifted by a pre-
determined quantity on the basis of the received
signal, and the selection circuit selects one of
the plural output signals of the phase shift circuit
to correspond to a low-cipher value and outputs
the selected signal as a timing signal corre-
sponding to a value obtained by combining the
low-cipher value and the high-cipher value.

6. The timing generating circuit according to any one
of claims 1 to 5, wherein the phase shift circuit in-
cludes a serial connection or a parallel connection
of delay elements or delay circuits or a serial-parallel
connection as a combination thereof.

7. The timing generating circuit according to any one
of claims 3 to 5, wherein signals of which phases are
sequentially shifted are output from terminals of the
delay elements or the delay circuits.

8. The timing generating circuit according to any one
of claims 3 to 5, further comprising a phase shift con-
troller stopping the delay elements or the delay cir-
cuits not used among the operations of the delay
elements or the delay circuits of the phase shift cir-
cuit.

9. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
repeat signal generating circuit outputting plural sig-
nals of which phases are shifted by a predetermined
quantity, a counter circuit including plural counter cir-
cuit elements having a set value corresponding to a
high cipher of a timing value, and a selection circuit
selecting one of the plural signals from the counter
circuit to correspond to a low cipher of the timing
value, wherein

(A) the plural counter circuit elements of the
counter circuit receive and count the plural out-
put signals of the repeat signal generating circuit
and outputs a count end signal when the count
value reaches the set value, and
(B) the selection circuit selects one of the output
signals of the plural counter circuit elements on
the basis of the low-cipher value and outputs the
selected signal as a timing signal corresponding
to a value obtained by combining the low-cipher
value and the high-cipher value.

10. A timing generating circuit generating a predeter-
mined timing of a processing signal, comprising a
repeat signal generating circuit outputting plural sig-
nals of which phases are shifted by a predetermined
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quantity, a selection circuit selecting one of the plural
signals from the repeat signal generating circuit to
correspond to a low-cipher value of a timing value,
a counter circuit including plural counter circuit ele-
ments having a set value corresponding to a high
cipher of the timing value, wherein

(A) the selection circuit selects and outputs one
of the plural output signals of the repeat signal
generating circuit on the basis of the value cor-
responding to the low cipher, and
(B) the counter circuit receives and counts the
output signal of the selection circuit and outputs
a count end signal as a timing signal correspond-
ing to a value obtained by combining the low-
cipher value and the high-cipher value when the
count value reaches the set value.

11. The timing generating circuit according to claim 9 or
10, wherein the repeat signal generating circuit in-
cludes a repeat signal generating source and a
phase shift circuit, and
wherein the phase shift circuit receives the output of
the repeat signal generating source and outputs plu-
ral signals of which phases are shifted by a prede-
termined quantity on the basis of the repeat signal.

12. The timing generating circuit according to claim 11,
wherein the phase shift circuit includes a serial con-
nection or a parallel connection of delay elements or
delay circuits or a serial-parallel connection as a
combination thereof and signals of which phases are
sequentially shifted are output from terminals of the
delay elements or the delay circuits.

13. A delay circuit used in the phase shift circuit accord-
ing to claims 1 to 12, comprising

(a) a serial-connection delay circuit group in-
cluding Q delay circuits having at least two dif-
ferent delay times,
(b) a bypass switch group including Q bypass
switches connected between both terminals of
the respective delay circuits, and
(c) an output switch group including Q switches
connected between a terminal apart from a sig-
nal input side of the respective delay circuits and
an output terminal.

14. A delay circuit used in the phase shift circuit accord-
ing to claims 1 to 12, comprising

(a) a serial-connection delay circuit group in-
cluding Y-1 first delay circuits with a delay time
of T·Y0, Y-1 second delay circuits with a delay
time of T·Y1, ..., and Y-1 P-th delay circuits with
a delay time of T·Yp-1,
(b) a bypass switch group including Y-1 first by-

pass switches connected between both termi-
nals of the first delay circuits, Y-1 second bypass
switches connected between both terminals of
the second delay circuits, ..., and Y-1 P-th by-
pass switches connected between both termi-
nals of the P-th delay circuits, and
(c) an output switch group including Y-1 first out-
put switches connected between a terminal
apart from a signal input side of the first delay
circuits and a signal output terminal, Y-1 second
output switches connected between a terminal
apart from a signal input side of the second delay
circuits and a signal output terminal, ..., and Y-
1 P-th output switches connected between a ter-
minal apart from a signal input side of the P-th
delay circuits and a signal output terminal.

15. The delay circuit according to claim 14, wherein Y=2.

16. The delay circuit according to any one of claims 13
to 15, wherein a short-circuit preventing switch being
turned on or off in synchronization with the bypass
switches of the delay circuits are connected in series
to the delay circuits.

17. The delay circuit according to any one of claims 13
to 16, wherein the delay circuits include an integra-
tion circuit manufactured on a semiconductor inte-
grated circuit.
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