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Description

FIELD

[0001] Various embodiments relate to wireless com-
munications, and more particularly, to methods and ap-
paratus related to supporting broadcast communications
in a peer to peer network.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In a wireless communications system there is
typically a fixed amount of air link resources available for
utilization by wireless communications devices for com-
bined control signaling and traffic signaling. In a wireless
communications system lacking centralized control, e.g.,
an ad hoc peer to peer network, the scheduling of traffic
air link resources is a challenging task.
[0003] A first device in a peer to peer network may
desire to broadcast data to a plurality of other devices in
the network, e.g., an open ended set of devices, which
may happen to be in its local vicinity at the time. Similarly,
a second device in the peer to peer network may also
desire to broadcast data to a plurality of other devices in
the network which may happen to be in its local vicinity.
Using a broadcast signaling approach can, at times, be
more efficient than having to schedule and transmit the
same unicast data signals to multiple devices over mul-
tiple peer to peer connections. However, if both the first
and second device were to broadcast at the same time
using the same air link resource in a peer to peer network,
recovery of the broadcast signal information by possible
receiver devices may be unacceptable depending upon
device locations, transmission power levels, channel
conditions, receiver capabilities, etc. Based on the above
discussion, there is a need for methods and apparatus
which support broadcast data signaling in a peer to peer
network and provide for interference management.
[0004] WO 00/40045 A1 discloses a method and ap-
paratus for providing fair access in a group communica-
tion system. Permission to transmit is based on a varia-
ble-level priority scheme. The variable priority level of
each member in the system is based upon the number
of event occurrences that have occurred in the past. In
a first embodiment, the number of event occurrences is
defined as the number of times that a member has been
denied permission to transmit. The more denials that a
member accumulates, the higher the corresponding pri-
ority level becomes. In a second embodiment, the priority
level is based on the amount of time which has elapsed
from when a net member was last granted the transmis-
sion privilege. The greater the time differential between
when a member has last been granted the transmission
privilege and a present access request, the greater the
variable priority level becomes.
[0005] EP 1 257 140 A1 discloses efficient data com-
munication in wireless communication system by using
centralized control of data communications, such as

packet switched services, over the uplink channel (mo-
bile station (MS) to base station (BS)). A multiple access
protocol is used where packet data mobile stations make
requests for uplink channel resources. The request mes-
sages transmitted by the MSs inform the BS of service
parameters. Examples of such service parameters are
available transmit power at the MS, the amount of data
to transmit and Quality of Service (QoS). The BS then
processes the received request messages and performs
interference management calculations to determine the
portion of the BS’s receive power budget that can be
allocated to the data user requesting service. These cal-
culations are used to control the amount of interference
seen at the base station, to assign a data rate to the user
and to aid scheduling algorithms in computing service
order priorities. Any scheduling algorithm may be used;
for example, scheduling may be based on the amount of
data to be transmitted, the age of the data or the service
priority associated with the mobile station. The interfer-
ence control is used to prevent the occurrence of cata-
strophic levels of interference while maximizing the utili-
zation of resources on the uplink.

SUMMARY

[0006] Methods and apparatus related to broadcasting
data and/or interference management in a peer to peer
wireless communications network are described. In var-
ious embodiments scheduling of traffic air link resources
is performed on a slot by slot basis in a decentralized
manner. Wireless devices intending to broadcast traffic
signals transmit broadcast request signals, sometimes
alternatively referred to as broadcast indicator signals. A
priority level is associated with each of the broadcast
request signals. A receiver device intending to receive
broadcast signals detects the broadcast request signals
and makes an interference determination as to whether
the higher priority broadcast traffic signal can be suc-
cessfully recovered in the presence of lower priority
broadcast traffic signals. If the determination is that the
expected interference from the lower priority broadcast
traffic is unacceptable, the receiver device generates and
transmits an interference control signal. The interference
control signal, expected to be received by the lower pri-
ority device which intended to broadcast, communicates
to the lower priority device that the receiver device com-
mands or requests that the lower priority device not
broadcast. The invention is defined in the claims.
[0007] An exemplary broadcast transmission method
at a device in a peer to peer wireless communications
network in accordance with some embodiments compris-
es: transmitting a broadcast indicator signal at a first pri-
ority level indicating an intent to broadcast data; moni-
toring for interference control signals following transmis-
sion of said broadcast indicator signal; and making a de-
cision whether or not to proceed with broadcasting data
based on the result of said monitoring. An exemplary
wireless terminal in a peer to peer wireless communica-
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tions in accordance with some embodiments comprises:
a broadcast indicator signal generation module config-
ured to generate a broadcast indicator signal indicating
an intent to broadcast data; a broadcast indicator signal
control module configured to control a wireless transmit-
ter module to broadcast said generated broadcast indi-
cator signal at a first priority level; a response monitoring
module configured to monitor for interference control sig-
nals following transmission of said broadcast indicator
signal; and a broadcast decision module configured to
make a decision whether or not to proceed with broad-
casting data based on the result of said monitoring.
[0008] An exemplary method of operating a first device
in a peer to peer wireless communications network in
accordance with some embodiments comprises: receiv-
ing, from a second device a first broadcast indicator sig-
nal having a first priority corresponding to said second
device, said first broadcast indicator signal indicating an
intent by the second device to broadcast data; receiving
from a third device a second broadcast indicator signal
having a second priority corresponding to said third de-
vice, said second broadcast indicator signal indicating
an intent by the third device to broadcast data; and mak-
ing a decision as to whether or not to transmit an inter-
ference control signal as a function of the relative priority
of the first and second broadcast indicator signals. An
exemplary wireless communications device, in a peer to
peer wireless communications network, in accordance
with some embodiments, comprises: a wireless receiver
module configure to receive signals; and a broadcast in-
dicator signal monitoring module configured to: (i) detect
in said received signals a first broadcast indicator signal
from a second device , said first broadcast indicator sig-
nal having a first priority corresponding to said second
device, said first broadcast indicator signal indicating an
intent by the second device to broadcast data; and (ii)
detect in said received signals a second broadcast indi-
cator signal from a third device, said second broadcast
indicator signal having a second priority corresponding
to said third device, said second broadcast indicator sig-
nal indicating an intent by the third device to broadcast
data. The exemplary wireless communications device
further comprises an interference control signaling deci-
sion module for making a decision as to whether or not
to transmit an interference control signal as a function of
the relative priority of the first and second broadcast in-
dicator signals.
[0009] While various embodiments have been dis-
cussed in the summary above, it should be appreciated
that not necessarily all embodiments include the same
features and some of the features described above are
not necessary but can be desirable in some embodi-
ments. Numerous additional features, embodiments and
benefits of various embodiments are discussed in the
detailed description which follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0010]

Figure 1 is a drawing of an exemplary peer to peer
network, e.g., an ad-hoc communications network
supporting broadcast traffic signaling, in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment.
Figure 2 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a first device, e.g., a wireless communica-
tions device supporting broadcast signaling and uni-
cast signaling.
Figure 3 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node supporting
broadcast data signaling in accordance with an ex-
emplary embodiment.
Figure 4 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a communications device in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment.
Figure 5 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node supporting
broadcast data signaling in accordance with an ex-
emplary embodiment.
Figure 6 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a first device, e.g., a wireless communica-
tions device implementing interference control for
broadcast signaling.
Figure 7 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node supporting
interference management for broadcast data sign-
aling in accordance with an exemplary embodiment.
Figure 8 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary recur-
ring timing structure facilitating broadcast and peer
to peer unicast traffic signaling used in some em-
bodiments.
Figure 9 illustrates exemplary broadcast transmis-
sion request air link resources of Figure 8 and ex-
emplary broadcast receiver response air link re-
sources of Figure 8 in more detail in accordance with
one exemplary embodiment.
Figure 10 includes a drawing illustrating exemplary
signaling in a region of a peer to peer network which
illustrates interference management of broadcast
signaling in accordance with an exemplary embod-
iment.
Figure 11 includes a drawing illustrating exemplary
signaling in a region of a peer to peer network which
illustrates interference management of broadcast
signaling in accordance with an exemplary embod-
iment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Figure 1 is a drawing of an exemplary peer to
peer network 100, e.g., an ad-hoc communications net-
work, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment. The
exemplary network supports broadcast traffic signaling
by peer to peer devices. The exemplary network supports
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broadcast traffic signaling by peer to peer devices.
Broadcasting includes, at least in some embodiments,
multicasting and can be open in terms of the number of
devices which may receive the broadcast. Broadcast dif-
fers from what is sometimes called Groupcast in that in
Groupcast the transmission is to a closed group of users,
e.g., where the number of listeners is often known. In the
case of broadcast, the broadcasting device may, but nor-
mally does not know, the number of listeners to the broad-
cast.
[0012] Exemplary peer to peer network 100 includes
a plurality of wireless devices (peer to peer broadcast
capable communications device 1 102, peer to peer
broadcast capable communications device 2 104, peer
to peer broadcast capable communications device 3 106,
peer to peer broadcast capable communications device
4 108, ..., peer to peer broadcast capable communica-
tions device N 110) supporting peer to peer traffic sign-
aling and broadcast traffic signaling. In some embodi-
ments, the network 100 includes a reference signal trans-
mitter 116, e.g., a beacon transmitter. In some embodi-
ments, reference signal transmitter or another device in
the network communicates network configuration control
information such as information identifying a mixture be-
tween slots designated as broadcast/unicast traffic slots
and slots designated as unicast slots.
[0013] The wireless devices (102, 104, 106, 108, ...,
110) in the communications network 100 can establish
connections with one another, e.g., peer to peer connec-
tions, transmit unicast peer to peer traffic signals, and
transmit broadcast traffic signals. There is a recurring
timing structure used in the network 100. In some em-
bodiments a reference signal, e.g., an OFDM beacon
signal from reference signal transmitter 116, is used by
a wireless device to synchronize with respect to the timing
structure. Alternatively, a signal used to synchronize with
the timing structure may be sourced from another device,
e.g., a GPS transmitter, a base station or another peer
to peer device. The timing structure used in the network
includes a plurality of individual traffic slots.
[0014] Figure 2 is a flowchart 200 of an exemplary
method of operating a first device, e.g., a wireless com-
munications device supporting broadcast signaling and
unicast signaling. Operation starts in step 202 where the
first device is powered on and initialized. Operation pro-
ceeds from start step 202 to step 204 and step 210.
[0015] In step 204, which is performed on an ongoing
basis, the first device monitors for data to be transmitted.
Step 204 may, and sometimes does include sub-step
206, in which the first device receives data to be trans-
mitted, e.g., from a user I/O device. For received data to
be transmitted, operation proceeds from step 204 to step
207 and step 208. In step 207 the first device stores the
received data in a queue. In step 208 the first device
designates the received data to be transmitted as broad-
cast data or unicast data.
[0016] Returning to step 210, in step 210 the first de-
vice determines if there is currently queued data waiting

to be transmitted. If the determination of step 210 is that
there is queued data waiting to be transmitted, then op-
eration proceeds from step 210 to step 212; otherwise,
operation proceeds from the output of step 210 to the
input of step 210 for another test at a later point in time
as to whether or not there is queued data waiting to be
transmitted.
[0017] Returning to step 212, in step 212 the first de-
vice determines whether broadcast data is to be trans-
mitted or whether unicast data is to transmitted. Step 212
includes sub-steps 214 and 216. At times sub-step 214
is performed in which the first device determines that
broadcast data is to be transmitted. In such a situation,
operation proceeds from sub-step 214 to step 218. At
times, sub-step 216 is performed in which the first device
determines that unicast data is to be transmitted. In such
a situation, operation proceeds from sub-step 216 to step
226.
[0018] Returning to step 218, in step 218 the first de-
vice identifies a broadcast transmission request resource
in a recurring timing structure including transmission re-
quest intervals of a first type which support broadcast
transmission requests and a second time which are lim-
ited to supporting unicast transmission requests. In some
embodiments, transmission request intervals of the first
type support both broadcast and unicast transmission
requests. In some embodiments, the number of second
type request intervals exceeds the number of first type
request intervals.
[0019] In various embodiments, the recurring timing
structure includes slots dedicated to unicast transmis-
sions and slots that support broadcast transmissions. In
some such embodiments, at least some of the slots which
support broadcast transmissions also support unicast
transmissions. In some such embodiments, broadcast
transmission request resources corresponding to a slot
which supports both unicast and broadcast transmis-
sions have a higher priority than unicast transmission
request resources corresponding to that slot.
[0020] Operation proceeds from step 218 to step 220.
In step 220 the first device transmits a transmission re-
quest in said identified broadcasts transmission request
resource. In some embodiments, transmitting a trans-
mission request said identified broadcast transmission
request resource includes transmitting in a slot which
supports broadcast transmissions. Operation proceeds
from step 220 to step 222. In step 222 the first device
determines whether or not it received a transmission re-
quest response, e.g., an interference control signal, in a
higher priority request response resource. If it has not
received a higher priority request response, then opera-
tion proceeds from step 222 to step 224 where the first
device transmits broadcast data; otherwise, operation
proceeds from step 222 to connecting node A 234. Op-
eration proceeds from step 224 to connecting node A
234.
[0021] Returning to step 226, in step 226 the first de-
vice identifies a unicast transmission request resource
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in said recurring timing structure. Operation proceeds
from step 226 to step 228, in which the first device trans-
mits a transmission request in the identified unicast re-
quest resource which is in a transmission slot. In some
embodiments, transmitting a transmission request in said
identified unicast transmission request resource includes
transmitting a request in a transmission slot which sup-
ports unicast transmissions. Operation proceeds from
step 228 to step 230. In step 230 the first device deter-
mines if it has received a request response in response
to the transmitted transmission request of step 228 and
if it has decided not to yield. If the first device has received
a request response and has decided not to yield, then
operation proceeds from step 230 to step 232, where the
first device transmits unicast data; otherwise, operation
proceeds from step 230 to connecting node A 234. In
some embodiments, traffic data transmission intervals in
the recurring timing structure which are limited to unicast
data transmission are limited to corresponding transmis-
sion request intervals of the second type.
[0022] Operation proceeds from step 232 to connect-
ing node A 234. Operation proceeds from connecting
node A 234 to step 210, where the first device checks if
there is any queued data is waiting to be transmitted.
[0023] In some embodiments, the exemplary method
also includes steps 241 and 243. In step 241, which in
some embodiments is performed on an ongoing basis,
the first device monitors for system configuration infor-
mation signals, e.g., at predetermined times in a recurring
timing structure. Step 241 may, and sometimes does,
includes sub-step 242 in which the first device receives
configuration information, e.g., information indicating a
number of first type slots and second type slots in a re-
curring timing structure, information indicating a pattern
of first type slots and second type slots in a recurring
timing structure, information indicating a distribution of
first type slots and second type slots in a recurring timing
structure, and/or information indicating one of a plurality
of alternative recurring timing structures. Operation pro-
ceeds from sub-step 242 to step 243, in which the first
device implements and/or adjusts operations in accord-
ance with the received configuration information. In some
embodiments, configuration information in a region of the
network can be, and sometimes is, adjusted dynamically,
e.g., in response to current network conditions and/or
needs. For example, the timing structure may be modified
to include more or less slots supporting broadcast traffic
to satisfy current conditions and/or needs. In some em-
bodiments, the configuration information is communicat-
ed via a fixed location transmitter, e.g., a beacon trans-
mitter.
[0024] Figure 3 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 300, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node, supporting
broadcast data signaling in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment. Exemplary wireless terminal 300 in-
cludes a wireless receiver module 302, a wireless trans-
mitter module 304, a processor 306, user I/O devices
308 and a memory 310 coupled together via a bus 312

over which the various elements CAN exchange data
and information. In some embodiments, wireless termi-
nal 300 also includes a network interface 307 coupled to
bus 312. Network interface 307 allows the wireless ter-
minal 300 to be coupled to a backhaul network, e.g., via
a wired or fiber optic link.
[0025] Memory 310 includes routines 318 and data/in-
formation 320. The processor 306, e.g., a CPU, executes
the routines 318 and uses the data/information 320 in
memory 310 to control the operation of the wireless ter-
minal 300 and implement methods, e.g., the method of
flowchart 200 of Figure 2.
[0026] Wireless receiver module 302, e.g., an OFDM
and/or CDMA receiver, is coupled to receive antenna 314
via which the wireless terminal 300 receives signals from
other wireless devices. Received signals include, e.g.,
peer discovery signals, interference control signals com-
municated on broadcast request response air link re-
sources, unicast transmission request response signals,
channel quality information signals, and unicast traffic
acknowledgment signals.
[0027] Wireless transmitter module 304, e.g., an
OFDM and/or CDMA transmitter, is coupled to transmit
antenna 316 via which the wireless terminal 300 trans-
mits signals to other wireless terminals. Transmitted sig-
nals include, e.g., peer discovery signals, broadcast
transmission request signals, unicast transmission re-
quest signals, pilot signals, broadcast traffic signals and
unicast traffic signals. In some embodiments, the same
antenna is used for receiver and transmitter.
[0028] Routines 318 include communications routine
322 and control routines 324. The communications rou-
tine 322 implements the various communications proto-
cols used by the wireless terminal 300. Control routines
324 include a data monitoring module 326, a data storage
module 328, a transmission type classification module
330, a backlog determination module 332, a transmission
type determination module 334, a broadcast resource
identification module 340, a broadcast transmission re-
quest signal generation module 342, a broadcast request
control module 344, a unicast resource identification
module 346, a unicast transmission request signal gen-
eration module 348, a unicast request control module
350, a broadcast response module 352, a unicast re-
sponse module 354, a broadcast traffic module 356 and
a unicast traffic module 358. Transmission type determi-
nation module 334 includes a broadcast determination
module 336 and a unicast determination module 338. In
some embodiments, control routines 324 includes con-
figuration module 359.
[0029] Data/information 320 includes timing structure
information 360, generated signals 397, received signals
398 and queued data and information 399. The generat-
ed signals 397 include, e.g., generated broadcast traffic
transmission request signals, generated unicast traffic
transmission request signals, generated pilot signals for
determining a unicast traffic rate, generated broadcast
traffic signals and generated unicast peer to peer traffic

7 8 



EP 2 171 932 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

signals. The received signals 398 include, e.g., received
interference control signals, received peer to peer traffic
transmission request response signals, received channel
information signals, and received unicast traffic acknowl-
edgment signals. The queued data and information 399
includes stored data waiting to be transmitted via either
broadcast traffic signals or unicast peer to peer traffic
signals. The queued data and information 399 also in-
cludes information classifying the type of transmission
technique to be used to transmit a portion, set, or block
of stored data, e.g., broadcast or unicast.
[0030] The timing structure information 360 includes
recurring timing structure information 362. The recurring
timing structure information 362 includes peer discovery
interval information 364, broadcast/unicast slot informa-
tion 366, unicast slot information 368 and slot type se-
quence information 370. The broadcast/unicast slot in-
formation 366 include broadcast pre-preamble resource
information 372 unicast pre-preamble resource informa-
tion 378, preamble resource information 384, data re-
source information 386, and acknowledgment resource
information 388. The broadcast pre-preamble resource
information 372 includes broadcast request resource in-
formation 374 and broadcast response resource infor-
mation 376. The unicast pre-preamble resource informa-
tion 378 includes unicast request resource information
380 and unicast request response resource information
382.
[0031] Unicast slot information 368 inlcudes unicast
high priority pre-preamble resource information 390, uni-
cast low priority re-preamble resource information 393,
preamble resource information 393, data resource infor-
mation 395 and acknowledgment resource information
396. The unicast high priority pre-preamble resource in-
formation 390 includes unicast request resource infor-
mation 391 and unicast request response resource in-
formation 392. Similalry, the unicast low priority pre-pre-
amble resource information 393 includes unicast request
resource information and unicast request response re-
source information.
[0032] Data monitoring module 326 monitors for data
to be transmitted, e.g., input data obtained via user I/O
devices. Data monitoring module 326, at times, receives
data to be transmitted to other wireless devices. Data
storage module 328 stores received data to be transmit-
ted, e.g., in a transmission queue as part of queued data
and information 399. Transmission type classification
module 330 classifies and/or designates the type of
transmission to be used for the queued data to be trans-
mitted, e.g., one of broadcast and unicast. The stored
data transmission type classification is stored along with
the received data to be transmitted in queued data and
information 399.
[0033] Backlog determination module 332 determines
if there is currently queued data waiting to be transmitted.
Transmission type determination module 334 deter-
mines whether broadcast data is to be transmitted or
whether unicast data is to be transmitted. Broadcast de-

termination module 336 determines if broadcast data is
to be transmitted. Unicast determination module 338 de-
termines if unicast data is to be transmitted.
[0034] Broadcast resource identification module 340
identifies a broadcast transmission request resource in
a recurring timing structure including transmission re-
quest intervals of a first type which support broadcast
transmission requests and a second type which are lim-
ited to supporting unicast transmission requests. For ex-
ample, the first type may include the request resources
of a broadcast/unicast slot, e.g. resources identified by
information 374 and information 380; the second type
may include the request resources of a unicast slot, e.g.,
resources identified by information 391 and unicast re-
quest resource information of information 393. As one
example, broadcast resource identification module iden-
tifies a transmission unit within broadcast request re-
source information 374 associated with a broadcast de-
vice identifier currently held by wireless terminal 300.
[0035] Broadcast transmission request signal genera-
tion module 342 generates a broadcast transmission re-
quest when the broadcast determination module 336 de-
termines that broadcast data is to be transmitted. Broad-
cast request control module 344 controls the wireless
transmitter module 304 to the transmit the generated
broadcast transmission request in the identified broad-
cast transmission request resource associated with the
wireless terminal 300.
[0036] Unicast resource identification module 350
identifies a unicast transmission request resource in a
recurring timing structure including transmission request
intervals of a first type which support broadcast trans-
mission requests and a second type which are limited to
supporting unicast transmission requests. For example,
unicast resource identification module 346 identifies a
transmission unit within unicast request resource infor-
mation 380, within unicast request resource information
391, or within unicast request resource information of
information 393, associated with a connection identifier
currently held by wireless terminal 300 corresponding to
the peer to peer connection over which wireless terminal
300 desires to transmit the unicast traffic data.
[0037] Unicast transmission request signal generation
module 348 generates a unicast transmission request
when the unicast determination module 338 determines
that unicast data is to be transmitted. Unicast request
control module 350 controls the wireless transmitter mod-
ule 304 to transmit the generated unicast transmission
request in the identified unicast transmission request re-
source in a transmission slot which supports unicast
transmissions.
[0038] Broadcast response module 352 monitors for,
detects and measures received interference control sig-
nals communicated on broadcast transmission request
resources, e.g., resources identified by information 376.
Broadcast response module 352 makes a decision as to
whether or not the wireless terminal 300 should proceed
with an intended broadcast transmission or perform
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transmitter yielding and not transmit the intended broad-
cast traffic signal. In some embodiments, the broadcast
response module 352 makes a decision to yield when it
detects a control interference signal corresponding to a
higher priority intended broadcast transmission above a
threshold.
[0039] Unicast response module 354 monitors for de-
tects, and measures received unicast transmission re-
quest response signals communicated on unicast trans-
mission request response resources. Unicast response
module 354 makes a decision whether or not wireless
terminal 300 should proceed with an intended unicast
traffic transmission or should perform transmitter yield-
ing. In some embodiments the unicast response module
makes a decision to continue with the intended unicast
transmission if it detects a unicast request response sig-
nal corresponding to its previously transmitted unicast
request response signal and does not detect any unicast
request response signals corresponding to higher priority
connections. If the unicast response module 354 detects
a unicast request response corresponding its previously
transmitted unicast transmission request and detects
one or more unicast transmission request responses cor-
responding to higher priority connections, then module
354 makes a transmitter yielding decision as a function
of the expected interference that it expects it will cause
to the other higher priority connections.
[0040] Broadcast traffic module 356 generates a
broadcast traffic signal, when the broadcast response
module 352 decides to proceed with the intended broad-
cast traffic transmission. Broadcast traffic module 356
controls the wireless transmitter module 304 to the trans-
mit the generated broadcast traffic signal in the data re-
source, e.g., traffic segment, corresponding to the broad-
cast transmission request. For example, the traffic seg-
ment used to carry the broadcast traffic signal may be
identified by data resource information 386 correspond-
ing to a broadcast transmission request conveyed in a
broadcast transmission request resource identified by in-
formation 374. In this exemplary embodiment, the broad-
cast traffic signal is transmitted at a predetermined data
rate, e.g., a low data rate such that the broadcast traffic
signal may be expected to be recoverable under adverse
channel conditions.
[0041] Unicast traffic module 358 generates a unicast
traffic signal, when the unicast response module 354 de-
cides to proceed with the intended unicast traffic trans-
mission. Unicast traffic module 358 controls the wireless
transmitter module 304 to the transmit the generated
unicst traffic signal in the data resource, e.g., traffic seg-
ment, corresponding to the unicast transmission request
which wireless terminal 300 previously transmitted. For
example, if the unicast request was communicated using
a resource identified by information 380, a data resource,
e.g., traffic segment, identified by information 386 is used
to carry the unicast traffic signal. Alternatively, if the uni-
cast request was communicated using a resource iden-
tified by information 391, a data resource, e.g., traffic

segment, identified by information 395 is used to carry
the unicast traffic signal.
[0042] Unicast traffic module 358 also controls the data
rate used for unicast data transmission. The data rate
used for unicast traffic may be, and sometimes does,
vary from one slot to another, e.g., as a function of chan-
nel qulaity feedback information communicated in re-
sponse to a pilot signal. The pilot signal and the corre-
sponding channel quality feedback information are com-
municated using preamble resources, e.g., resources
identified by information 384 or information 394 depend-
ing upon the slot.
[0043] In this exemplary embodiments, unicast traffic
acknowledgments are communicated in response to re-
ceived unicast traffic signals. Unicast traffic module 354
also monitors for and detects unicast traffic acknowledg-
ments signals after it has transmitted unicast traffic sig-
nals, e.g., using an acknowledgment resource identified
by information 388 or information 396 depending upon
the slot.
[0044] Wireless terminal 300 utilizes a recurring timing
structure including slots of a first type supporting both
broadcast and unicast signaling and slots of a second
type supporting unicast signaling but not broadcast sig-
naling. Thus a first type of slot, e.g., a broadcast/unicast
slot such as that identified by information 366, includes
requests interval resources to accommodate both broad-
cast transmission requests and unicast transmission re-
quests. A second type of slot, e.g., a slot such as that
identified by unicast slot information 368 include request
interval resources accommodating unicast traffic trans-
mission request but no request resources accommodat-
ing broadcast traffic transmission requests. In this em-
bodiment, the number of the second type of slots exceeds
the number of the first type of slots in the recurring timing
structure.
[0045] In this exemplary embodiment, transmission re-
quest intervals of a first type support both broadcast and
unicast transmission requests. The transmission request
interval for a broadcast/unicat slot identified by informa-
tion 372 includes a number of consecutive transmission
request sub-intervals which may be non-contiguous,
e.g., separated by response intervals. For example, a
first transmission request sub-interval may correspond-
ing to broadcast request resource information 374 and a
second sub-interval may correspond to unicast request
resource information 382.
[0046] In this exemplary embodiment, the transmis-
sion request intervals of the second type are limited to
supporting unicast transmission requests. The transmis-
sion request interval for a unicat slot identified by infor-
mation 368 includes a number of consecutive transmis-
sion request sub-intervals which may be non-contiguous,
e.g., separated by response intervals, which support uni-
cast transmission requests but do not support broadcast
transmission request.
[0047] The number of second type transmission re-
quests intervals exceeds the number of first type trans-
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mission request intervals in the recurring timing structure.
Slot type sequence information 370 includes information
identifying the sequence and number of broadcast/uni-
cast slots and the sequence and number of unicast slots
in the recurring timing structure.
[0048] In this exemplary embodiment, data transmis-
sion intervals which are limited to unicast data transmis-
sion are limited to corresponding transmission request
intervals of the second type. For example, a data trans-
mission interval identified by data resource information
395 is limited to corresponding transmission request in-
tervals of the second type.
[0049] It may be observed that the recurring timing
structure identified by information 362 includes slots ded-
icated to unicast transmission and slots that support
broadcast transmissions. At least some of the slots which
support broadcast transmissions also support unicast
transmissions, e.g., a slot identified by information 366
supports both broadcast and unicast transmissions.
[0050] In this exemplary embodiment, transmission re-
quest resources corresponding to broadcast transmis-
sions in a slot which supports both unicast and broadest
transmission have a higher priority than transmission re-
quest resources corresponding to unicast transmission
for the same slot. For example, resources identified by
broadcast resource information 374 have higher priority
than resources identified by unicast request resource in-
formation 382.
[0051] Configuration module 359 detects configuration
signals, e.g., from a beacon transmitter or other device
communicating system information, and implements a
configuration in accordance with the information con-
veyed by the received configuration signals. In one em-
bodiment, a configuration signal communications infor-
mation used to set up and/or change the mixture between
the number of slots designated to broadcast/unicast slots
and the number of slots designated to be unicast slots in
the recurring timing system being utilized in the vicinity.
[0052] Figure 4 is a flowchart 400 of an exemplary
method of operating a communications device, e.g., a
peer to peer wireless terminal supporting broadcast sig-
naling. The exemplary method starts in step 402, where
the communications device is powered on and initialized.
Operation proceeds from start step 402 to step 404. In
step 404, the communications device determines a pri-
ority level for a broadcast indicator signal. In some em-
bodiments step 404 includes one or more of sub-steps
406 and 408. In sub-step 406 the communications device
determines the priority level based on a time varying func-
tion. In sub-step 408 the communications device deter-
mines the priority level based on an identifier correspond-
ing to the communications device. Operation proceeds
from step 404 to step 410.
[0053] In step 410 the communications device trans-
mits the broadcast indicator signal indicating an intent to
broadcast data. In some embodiments, the broadcast
indicator signal is transmitted on a single tone of an
OFDM symbol. Operation proceeds from step 410 to step

412. In step 412 the communications device monitors for
interference control signals. Operation proceeds from
step 412 to step 414. In step 414 the communications
device makes a decision whether or not to proceed with
broadcasting data based on the result of the monitoring
of step 412.
[0054] In some embodiments, the broadcast indicator
signal is transmitted at a determined priority level and
individual interference control signals detected by the
monitoring each have a priority level, and making a de-
cision whether or not to proceed with broadcasting in-
cludes determining if an interference control signal hav-
ing a higher priority than the priority level of the transmit-
ted broadcast indicator signal was received. In some
such embodiments, making a decision whether or not to
proceed with broadcasting includes, when an interfer-
ence control signal having a higher priority than the pri-
ority of the transmitted broadcast indicator signal was
received, making an interference determination based
on the power level of at least one received interference
control signal having a higher priority than the priority
level of the transmitted broadcast indicator signal. In
some embodiments, making a decision whether or not
to proceed with broadcasting includes deciding not to
broadcast when the interference determination deter-
mines that an interference level above a threshold level
will be caused to the device which transmitted the inter-
ference control signal having the higher priority than the
priority level of the transmitted broadcast indicator signal,
if the broadcast proceeds.
[0055] Operation proceeds from step 414 to step 416.
In step 416, if the decision of step 414 is to proceed with
the broadcast, then operation proceeds from step 416 to
step 418, where the communications device transmits
data in a traffic slot corresponding to the transmitted
broadcast indicator signal; otherwise, operation pro-
ceeds from step 416 to connecting node A 420. Operation
proceeds from step 418 to connecting node A 420. Op-
eration proceeds from connecting node A 420 to step
404.
[0056] Consider an example, where the communica-
tions device performs two iterations of the flowchart. In
a first iteration, a first broadcast indicator signal indicating
an intent to broadcast data may be transmitted at a first
priority level, while during a second iteration, a second
broadcast signal indicating an intent to broadcast data
may be transmitted at a second priority level which is
different from the first priority level. In some embodi-
ments, priority corresponding to a device identifier is var-
ied in accordance with a hopping pattern in a recurring
timing structure. This feature of variation of priority facil-
itates broadcast opportunities for different devices which
may be in conflict due to interference issues.
[0057] Figure 5 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 500, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node 500 sup-
porting broadcast data signaling in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment. Exemplary wireless terminal
500 is, e.g., one of the communications devices of Figure

13 14 



EP 2 171 932 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

1. Exemplary wireless terminal 500 includes a wireless
receiver module 502, a wireless transmitter module 504,
a processor 506, user I/O devices 508 and a memory
510 coupled together via a bus 512 over which the var-
ious elements may exchange data and information. In
some embodiments, wireless terminal 500 also includes
a network interface 507 coupled to bus 512. Network
interface 507 allows the wireless terminal 500 to be cou-
pled to a backhaul network, e.g., via a wired or fiber optic
link.
[0058] Memory 510 includes routines 518 and data/in-
formation 520. The processor 506, e.g., a CPU, executes
the routines 518 and uses the data/information 520 in
memory 510 to control the operation of the wireless ter-
minal 500 and implement methods, e.g., the method of
flowchart 400 of Figure 4.
[0059] Wireless receiver module 502, e.g., an OFDM
and/or CDMA receiver, is coupled to receive antenna 514
via which the wireless terminal 500 receives signals from
other wireless devices. Received signals include control
interference signals.
[0060] Wireless transmitter module 504, e.g., an
OFDM and/or CDMA transmitter, is coupled to transmit
antenna 516 via which the wireless terminal 500 trans-
mits signals to other wireless terminals. Transmitted sig-
nals include broadcast indicator signals and broadcast
traffic signals. In some embodiments, the same antenna
is used for receiver and transmitter.
[0061] Routines 518 include communications routine
522 and control routines 524. The communications rou-
tine 522 implements the various communications proto-
cols used by the wireless terminal 500. Control routines
524 include a broadcast indicator signal generation mod-
ule 526, a broadcast indicator signal control module 528,
a response monitoring module 530, a broadcast decision
module 532, a priority comparison module 534, a power
measurement module 536, an interference determina-
tion module 538, a broadcast control module 540, a
broadcast indicator signal priority level determination
module 542, a broadcast traffic signal generation module
544, and a broadcast traffic signaling control module 546.
[0062] Data/information 520 includes recurring timing
structure information 548, a generated broadcast indica-
tor signal 549, information identifying a currently held
broadcast device identifier 550, current time information
552, determined priority level information 554, detected
interference control signals’ information 556, identified
control interference signal(s) having higher priority than
the priority of the generated transmitted broadcast indi-
cator signal 558, broadcast decision 560 and generated
broadcast traffic signals 562. Detected interference con-
trol signals information 556 may, and sometimes does,
include information corresponding to one or more detect-
ed interference control signals ((detected control inter-
ference signal 1 564, received power level information
for detected control interference signal 1 566, priority lev-
el information associated with detected interference con-
trol signal 1 568),..., (detected control interference signal

N 570, received power level information for detected con-
trol interference signal N 572, priority level information
associated with detected interference control signal N
574)).
[0063] Broadcast indicator signal generation module
526 generates a broadcast indicator signal indicating an
intent to broadcast data, e.g., signal 549. Broadcast in-
dicator signal control module 528 controls the wireless
transmitter module 504 to broadcast a generated broad-
cast indicator signal. In some embodiments, the broad-
cast indicator signal is transmitted on a single tone of an
OFDM symbol.
[0064] Response monitoring module 530 monitors for
interference control signals following transmission of a
broadcast indicator signal. Broadcast decision module
532 makes a decision whether or not to proceed with
broadcasting data based on the result of the monitoring.
In some embodiments, an interference control signal
from another wireless terminal is communicated on sin-
gle tone of an OFDM symbol. In some embodiments, an
interference control signal is a command from another
wireless terminal not to broadcast data. In some embod-
iments, an interference control signal is a request from
another wireless terminal not to broadcast data.
[0065] In some embodiments, the broadcast indicator
signal is transmitted at a first priority level and individual
interference control signals detected by the monitoring
each have a priority level. In some such embodiments,
priority level is associated with position of an air link re-
source used to carry the signal of interest, e.g., the broad-
cast indicator signal and/or the interference control sig-
nal, in a timing/frequency structure. Broadcast indicator
signal priority level determination module 542 deter-
mines a priority level associated with a broadcast indica-
tor signal to be transmitted by the wireless terminal based
on a time varying function and/or based on an identifier
corresponding to the wireless terminal. For example,
wireless terminal 500 may currently hold a device iden-
tifier associated with broadcast transmission request air
link resources and broadcast request response air link
resources. In addition, a recurring timing structure in use,
and known to wireless terminal 500, may implement a
hopping sequence such that a particular device identifier
to be used for broadcast has different priority levels from
one slot to another in the timing structure.
[0066] Priority comparison module 534 determines if
an interference control signal having a higher priority than
the first priority was received, the first priority being the
priority level associated with the broadcast indicator sig-
nal transmitted by wireless terminal 500. Broadcast de-
cision module 532 makes a decision whether or not to
proceed with broadcasting data as a function of the pri-
ority comparison module 534 determination.
[0067] Power measurement module 536 measures the
power level of received interference control signals.
Broadcast decision module 532 makes a decision wheth-
er or not to proceed with broadcasting data based on the
power level of at least one received interference control
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signal having a higher priority than the first priority level
when an interference control signal having a first priority
level was detected by the response monitoring module
530.
[0068] Interference determination module 538 deter-
mines interference to other devices if the wireless termi-
nal 500 should proceed with broadcasting data. Broad-
cast decision module 532 makes a decision not to broad-
cast data when the interference determination module
538 determines that an interference level above a thresh-
old will be caused to the device which transmitted the
interference control signal having a higher priority than
the first priority level if the broadcast proceeds.
[0069] Broadcast traffic signal generation module 544
generates broadcast traffic signals, e.g., generated
broadcast traffic signals 562. In some embodiments, the
data rate of the broadcast traffic signals is fixed for wire-
less terminal 500, whereas if wireless terminal 500 were
instead to transmit unicast peer to peer traffic signals
using the same traffic data air link resource, e.g., traffic
segment, the data rate of such a generated peer to peer
unicast traffic signals could be one a plurality of different
alternative data rates. In some embodiments, the trans-
mit power level of the broadcast traffic signals is fixed for
wireless terminal 500, whereas if wireless terminal 500
were instead to transmit unicast peer to peer traffic sig-
nals using the same traffic data air link resource, e.g.,
traffic segment, the power level of such a generated peer
to peer unicast traffic signals could be one a plurality of
different alternative power levels.
[0070] Broadcast traffic signaling control module 546
controls the wireless transmitter module 504 to broadcast
data in a traffic slot corresponding to a transmitted broad-
cast indicator signal when the decision by the broadcast
decision module 532 is a decision to broadcast data.
[0071] Figure 6 is a flowchart 600 of an exemplary
method of operating a first device, e.g., a wireless com-
munications device supporting interference control for
broadcast signaling. Operation of the exemplary method
starts in step 602, where the communications device is
powered on and initialized. Operation proceeds from step
602 to step 604.
[0072] In step 604 the first device receives from a sec-
ond device a first broadcast indicator signal having a first
priority corresponding to the second device, said first
broadcast indicator signal indicating an intent by the sec-
ond device to broadcast data. Operation proceeds from
step 604 to step 606, in which the first device receives
from the third device a second broadcast indicator signal
having a second priority corresponding to the third de-
vice, said second broadcast indicator signal indicating
an intent by the third device to broadcast data. In some
embodiments, steps 604 and 606 may be, and some-
times are, performed in parallel, e.g., with both the first
and second broadcast indicator signals being received
by the first device within the same OFDM symbol trans-
mission time interval. Operation proceeds from step 606
to step 608.

[0073] In step 608 the first device makes a decision
whether or not to transmit an interference control signal
as a function of the relative priority of the first and second
broadcast indicator signals. Step 608 includes sub-steps
610, 612, 614 and 616. In sub-step 610 the first device
determines if broadcasting data by the lower priority one
of the second and third device will produce an unaccept-
able level of interference to the higher priority one of the
second and third devices. In sub-step 612 if the determi-
nation of sub-step 610 is that the broadcasting by the
lower priority one other second and third devices will pro-
duce an unacceptable level of interference, then opera-
tion proceeds from sub-step 612 to sub-step 614; other-
wise, operation proceeds from sub-step 612 to sub-step
616.
[0074] Returning to sub-step 614, in sub-step 614 the
first device decides to transmit an interference control
signal. Operation proceeds from sub-step 614 to step
618. Returning to sub-step 616, in sub-step 616, the first
device decides not to transmit an interference control sig-
nal. Operation proceeds from sub-step 616 to connecting
node A 624.
[0075] Returning to step 618, in step 618 the first de-
vice transmits an interference control signal. In some em-
bodiments, step 618 includes sub-steps 620 and 622. In
sub-step 620 the first device selects and interference sig-
nal resource from a plurality of interference signal trans-
mission resources having a priority level of the higher
one of the second and third devices. Then in sub-step
622 the first device transmits the interference control sig-
nal at the priority level of the higher priority one of the
second and third devices. Operation proceeds from step
618 to connecting node A 624. Operation proceeds from
connecting node A 624 to step 604.
[0076] In some embodiments, the interference signal
transmission resources are individual OFDM tone-sym-
bols. In some embodiment the priorities of the second
and third devices changes with time, e.g., from one slot
to another.
[0077] Figure 7 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 700, e.g., a peer to peer mobile node 700 sup-
porting interference management for broadcast data sig-
naling in accordance with an exemplary embodiment. Ex-
emplary wireless terminal 700 is, e.g., one of the com-
munications devices of Figure 1. Exemplary wireless ter-
minal 700 includes a wireless receiver module 702, a
wireless transmitter module 704, a processor 706, user
I/O devices 708 and a memory 710 coupled together via
a bus 712 over which the various elements may ex-
change data and information. In some embodiments,
wireless terminal 700 also includes a network interface
707 coupled to bus 712. Network interface 707 allows
the wireless terminal 700 to be coupled to a backhaul
network, e.g., via a wired or fiber optic link.
[0078] Memory 710 includes routines 718 and data/in-
formation 720. The processor 706, e.g., a CPU, executes
the routines 718 and uses the data/information 720 in
memory 710 to control the operation of the wireless ter-
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minal 700 and implement methods, e.g., the method of
flowchart 600 of Figure 6.
[0079] Wireless receiver module 702, e.g., an OFDM
and/or CDMA receiver, is coupled to receive antenna 714
via which the wireless terminal 700 receives signals from
other wireless devices. Received signals include control
broadcast indicator signals and broadcast traffic signals.
[0080] Wireless transmitter module 704, e.g., an
OFDM and/or CDMA transmitter, is coupled to transmit
antenna 716 via which the wireless terminal 700 trans-
mits signals to other wireless terminals. Transmitted sig-
nals include interference control signals. In some em-
bodiments, the same antenna is used for receiver and
transmitter.
[0081] Routines 718 include communications routine
722 and control routines 724. The communications rou-
tine 722 implements the various communications proto-
cols used by the wireless terminal 700. Control routines
724 include a broadcast indicator signal monitoring mod-
ule 726, an interference control signaling decision mod-
ule 728, an interference control signal generation module
732, an interference control signal control module 734,
and a broadcast traffic signal recovery module 738. In-
terference control signaling decision module 728 in-
cludes an interference tolerance determination sub-mod-
ule 730. Interference control signal control module 734
includes a response resource selection module 736.
[0082] Data/information 720 includes recurring timing
structure information 740, detected broadcast indicator
signals’ information 744, information identifying the iden-
tified highest priority detected broadcast indicator signal
758, determined estimated interference 760, an interfer-
ence tolerance threshold 762, an interference control sig-
nal transmission decision 764, a generated interference
control signal 766, information identifying a set of re-
sponse resources associated with the highest priority de-
tected broadcast signal 768, a selected response trans-
mission unit 770, and received broadcast traffic signals
data/information 772. The detected broadcast signals’
information 744 includes information corresponding to a
plurality of detected broadcast indicator signals corre-
sponding to the same data transmission slot ((detected
broadcast signal 1 746, received power level information
of detected broadcast signal 1 748, priority level informa-
tion associated with detected broadcast indicator signal
1 750), (detected broadcast signal 2 752, received power
level information of detected broadcast signal 2 754, pri-
ority level information associated with detected broad-
cast indicator signal 2 756)).
[0083] Broadcast indicator signal monitoring module
726 detects broadcast indicator signals from received
signals. Broadcast indicator signal monitoring module
726 is configured to: (i) detect in received signals a first
broadcast indicator signal from a second device, said
first broadcast indicator signal having a first priority cor-
responding to the second device, said first broadcast in-
dicator signal indicating an intent by the second device
to broadcast data; and (ii) detect in received signals a

second broadcast indicator signal from a third device,
said second broadcast indicator signal having a second
priority corresponding to the third device, said second
broadcast indicator signal indicating an intent by the third
device to broadcast data. For example, in the same slot
in a recurring timing structure in use, both a second and
third device may intend to transmit broadcast traffic sig-
nals using the same air link data resource, e.g., the same
traffic segment, and each may have transmitted a broad-
cast indicator signal which was received and detected
by the broadcast indicator signal monitoring module 726
and different priorities may be associated with the two
different detected broadcast indicator signals.
[0084] Interference control signaling decision module
728 makes a decision whether or not to transmit an in-
terference control signal as a function of the relative pri-
ority of first and second received detected broadcast in-
dicator signals. Interference tolerance determination
sub-module 730 determines if a broadcast by the lower
priority one of the second and third devices will produce
an unacceptable level of interference to the higher priority
one of the second and third devices. In other words, in-
terference tolerance determination sub-module 730 de-
termines if allowing the lower priority device to broadcast
data concurrently with the higher priority device is ex-
pected to unacceptably impact the successful recovery
by wireless terminal 700 of the broadcast data from the
higher priority device.
[0085] Interference control signal generation module
732 generates an interference control signal, e.g., signal
766. In some embodiments, the interference control sig-
nal is a signal instructing at least one lower priority device
which intends to broadcast to refrain from broadcasting.
In some embodiments, the interference control signal is
a signal requesting at least one lower priority device
which intends to broadcast to refrain from broadcasting.
In various embodiments, the interference control signal
is a signal communicated using a single tone of an OFDM
symbol.
[0086] Interference control signal control module 734
controls the wireless transmitter module 704 to transmit
a generated control interference signal when the inter-
ference control signaling decision module 728 decides
to transmit an interference control signal. Interference
control signaling decision module 728 decides to transmit
an interference control signal when the interference tol-
erance determination sub-module 730 determines that
the level of interference is unacceptable. The interfer-
ence control signal control module 734 is configured to
control the wireless transmitter module 704 to transmit a
generated interference control signal at a priority level
corresponding to the priority level of the higher priority
one of the second and third devices, the second and third
devices being the two devices from which broadcast in-
dicator signals were detected and used for the interfer-
ence tolerance determination.
[0087] Response resource selection module 736 se-
lects an interference signaling air link resource from a
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plurality of interference signal transmission resources
having the priority level of the higher one of the second
and third devices. For example, for a given slot in the
recurring structure, corresponding to each broadcast de-
vice identifier there is (i) a single broadcast transmission
request resource designated to carry a broadcast indi-
cator signal and (ii) a corresponding plurality of broadcast
transmission request response resources each of which
may be used to carry a interference control signal, and
response resource selection module 736 makes a selec-
tion of which one of the plurality of broadcast transmission
request response resources corresponding to the higher
priority device to use to send the control interference sig-
nal. In some embodiments, response resource selection
module 736 makes its selection pseudo-randomly. In
some embodiments, the interference signal transmission
resources are individual OFDM tone-symbols, where an
OFDM tone-symbol is one ODFM tone for the duration
of one OFDM symbol transmission time interval.
[0088] Broadcast traffic signal recovery module 738 re-
covers broadcast data signals and information commu-
nicated in a traffic segment, e.g., broadcast signals cor-
responding to the highest priority broadcast indicator sig-
nal which was detected for the slot. Note the recovery
may be, and sometimes is, facilitated by transmitter yield-
ing performed by one or more of the lower priority devices
which had intended to broadcast during the same slot
but which yielded in response to an interference control
signal from wireless terminal 700.
[0089] Recurring timing structure information 740 in-
cludes information identifying a plurality of slots support-
ing broadcast transmission capability, and information
identifying air link resources within those slots. Air link
resources for an individual slot include air link resources
designated to carry broadcast indicator signals, e.g.,
broadcast request resources, air link resources desig-
nated to carry interference control signals, e.g., broad-
cast request response resources, and resources desig-
nated to carry traffic signals which may include broadcast
traffic signals, e.g., a traffic segment. Device ID/priori-
ty/index information 742 includes information which as-
sociates a particular broadcast device identifier with a
particular priority for each of a plurality of slots in the
recurring structure. The priority level associated with a
particular broadcast device identifier can be, and some-
times is, different for at least some different slots, e.g.,
in accordance with a hopping sequence. In some em-
bodiments, priority is associated with position in a re-
source block, e.g., position of a transmission unit in a
broadcast transmission request block and/or position of
a transmission unit or set of transmission units in a broad-
cast transmission request response block. By varying the
priority associated with a broadcast device identifier over
the recurring timing structure, different devices are af-
forded the opportunity to be allowed to broadcast where
interference occurs, e.g., the same device is not contin-
ually blocked via control interference signals.
[0090] Detected broadcast indicator signals informa-

tion 744 represents information corresponding to signals
detected by broadcast indicator monitoring module 726.
Identified highest priority detected broadcast indicator
signal 758 includes information identifying one of the sig-
nals in information 744. Determined estimated interfer-
ence 760 is a result of processing by interference toler-
ance determination sub-module 730. Interference toler-
ance threshold information 762 is a limit value, e.g., a
predetermined stored value, used by interference toler-
ance determination sub-module 730, along with deter-
mined estimate interference 760 in making a determina-
tion. Interference control signal transmission decision
764 is an output of interference control signaling decision
module 728 and used an input by interference control
signal control module 734. Information identifying a set
of response resources associated with a highest priority
detected broadcast indicator signal 768 is an input of
response resource selection module 736, while selected
response transmission unit 770 is an output of module
736. Received broadcast traffic signals data/information
772 is an output of broadcast traffic signal recovery mod-
ule 738.
[0091] It should be appreciated that, corresponding to
a single broadcast indicator signal associated with a high
priority broadcast device identifier, multiple receiver de-
vices may, and sometimes do, decide that allowing a
lower priority data broadcast data concurrently with a
broadcast from that high priority device is unacceptable
in terms of being able to recover the higher priority data
broadcast. In such a situation, the multiple receiver de-
vices, of which device 700 may be one, may each send
out a control interference signal. By each receiver device
selecting pseudo-randomly one transmission unit from a
plurality of transmission units associated with the higher
priority device for which to send its control interference
signal, the likelihood of collision between two control in-
terference signals is reduced. A collision with construc-
tion interference could result in unintended broadcasting
devices deciding to refrain from transmitting. A collision
with destructive interference could result in a device for
which a control interference signal is intended failing to
detect the signal and failing to cancel its intended broad-
cast transmission.
[0092] Figure 8 is a drawing 800 illustrating an exem-
plary recurring timing structure used in some embodi-
ments. The exemplary structure of Figure 8 may be using
in any of the networks of devices described with respect
to Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 or 11. Drawing 800 illus-
trates time axis 801 and a plurality of slots (peer discovery
slot 802, broadcast/unicast slot 804, unicast slot 806, uni-
cast slot 808, broadcast/unicast slot 810, unicast slot
812, ..., peer discovery slot 814,...). Peer discovery slot
802 is used by wireless peer to peer devices to commu-
nicate device identifier signals with one another, estab-
lish connections with one another, and/or obtain resourc-
es associated with a connection and/or a broadcast op-
portunity. A broadcast/unicast slot, e.g., slot 804, is struc-
tured to support broadcast data traffic signaling and uni-
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cast data traffic signaling, e.g., peer to peer unicast data
traffic signaling. A unicast slot, e.g., slot 806 is structured
to support unicast data traffic signaling, e.g., peer to peer
data traffic signaling. In this exemplary embodiment,
there are more unicast slots than there are broadcast/uni-
cast slots for one iteration of the recurring timing struc-
ture. In some embodiments, the periodicity of broadcast
enabled slots is controlled by a system parameter. In
some such embodiments, the parameter can be changed
dynamically during operation to adjust the balance be-
tween broadcast/unicast slots and unicast slots to ac-
commodate current needs.
[0093] Exemplary broadcast unicast/slot 804 includes
a broadcast pre-amble air link resource portion 816, a
unicast pre-amble air link resource portion 818, a pream-
ble air link resource portion 820, a data air link resource
portion 822, and an acknowledgment air link resource
portion 824. Broadcast pre-amble 816 includes a broad-
cast transmission request air link resource portion 826,
a broadcast receiver response air link resource portion
828, a unicast transmission request air link resource por-
tion 830, and a unicast receiver transmission request re-
sponse air link resource portion 832. In this example,
broadcast transmission requests communicated in
broadcast transmission request air link portion 826 have
higher priority than unicast transmission requests com-
municated in unicast transmission request air link re-
source portion 830. The requests, whether a broadcast
request or a unicast request are requests to use the cor-
responding data air link resource portion in the slot.
[0094] Broadcast signaling, if requested, takes prece-
dence over unicast signaling for broadcast/unicast slot
804. However, if there is no broadcast traffic in a neigh-
borhood, then the data air link resource portion 822 can
be, and sometimes is, used to carry peer to peer unicast
traffic signals.
[0095] Broadcast pre-amble 816 is used for scheduling
of broadcast traffic to be communicated in data resource
822. Unicast pre-amble 818 is used for scheduding of
peer to peer traffic to be communicated in data resource
822. Preamble 822 is used for rate scheduling of peer to
peer traffic to be communicated using data resource 822.
Preamble 818 in some embodiments, includes resources
allocated to pilot signals and resources allocated to chan-
nel quality information and/or data rate information sig-
nals. Data resource 822 is used to carry broadcast traffic
signals and/or peer to peer traffic signals. Acknowledg-
ment resource 824 is used to carry traffic acknowledg-
ments for peer to peer traffic signals when communicat-
ed.
[0096] In some embodiments, the pre-amble resource
820 and/or the acknowledgment resource 824 are not
used for broadcast signaling purposes. In some embod-
iments, a broadcast channel is a single rate broadcast
channel, e.g., with data coded at a low predetermined
rate, and thus the pre-amble portion is not needed nor
used to determine and set a broadcast data rate. In some
embodiments, a device which intends to broadcast will

send out a pilot for unicast receivers to receive and utilize
in estimating interference damage. In some embodi-
ments, such a pilot is communicated in preamble 820,
while in other embodiments such a pilot may be commu-
nicated in another portion, e.g., a discovery signal from
the broadcast device may be utilized.
[0097] Broadcast transmission request air link re-
source portion 826 is used to carry broadcast requests,
sometimes alternatively referred to as broadcast indica-
tor signals, from wireless devices. Broadcast receiver re-
sponse air link resource 828 is used to carry interference
control signals from receivers of the broadcast transmis-
sion request signals. Unicast transmission request air
link resource 830 is used to carry peer to peer transmis-
sion request signals, while unicast receiver transmission
request response air link resource 832 is used to carry
transmission request response signals in response to re-
ceived peer to peer transmission request signals.
[0098] In some embodiments, a different structure is
utilized for the broadcast/unicast slot. For example, in
another exemplary embodiment, a structure is used in
which the broadcast transmission request resource is
joined with the unicast transmission request resource,
e.g., in one block, and then the block is followed by a
request response resource block.
[0099] Figure 9 illustrates exemplary broadcast trans-
mission request air link resource 826 and exemplary
broadcast receiver response air link resource 828 in more
detail. In this exemplary embodiment regarding broad-
casting, more resources are allocated to response re-
sources than to request resources. Exemplary broadcast
request resource 826 includes 12 individual transmission
request units, each associated with a different broadcast
connection identifier. For example for this particular slot,
broadcast transmission request transmission unit 902 is
associated with broadcast identifier 2, while broadcast
transmission request unit 904 is associated with broad-
cast identifier 5. Each position within the broadcast trans-
mission request air link resource 826 is associated with
a priority, e.g., a different priority. In this example, trans-
mission unit 902 has higher priority than transmission
unit 904. In some embodiments, from one broadcast/uni-
cast slot to another broadcast/unicast slot, the priority
associated with a particular broadcast device identifier
changes, e.g., in accordance with a hopping sequence
which maps the broadcast identifier to different transmis-
sion unit location within the broadcast transmission re-
quest resources.
[0100] Broadcast receiver response resource 828 in-
cludes sets of transmission units associated with each
broadcast device identifier. For example, corresponding
to broadcast device identifier 2, there are six transmission
units (906, 908, 910, 912, 914, 916) allocated to carry
control interference signals. Similarly, corresponding to
broadcast device identifier 5, there are six transmission
units (918, 920, 922, 924, 926, 928) allocated to carry
control interference signals. Priority is also associated
with the different device identifiers within the resource
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828.
[0101] Figure 10 includes a drawing 1000 illustrating
exemplary signaling in a region of a peer to peer network
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment. In the ex-
ample, of Figure 10, assume that the broadcast trans-
mission request resource 826 and the broadcast receiver
response resource 828 described with respect to Figures
8 and 9 are utilized. In this example, WT A 1001 and WT
A’ 1003 want to broadcast data in the same air link data
resource 822. Assume that WT A 1001 currently holds
broadcast connection identifier 2 associated with broad-
cast request transmission unit 902 and broadcast receiv-
er response transmission units (906, 908, 910, 912, 914,
916). Assume that WT A’ 1002 currently holds broadcast
connection identifier 5 associated with broadcast request
transmission unit 904 and broadcast receiver response
transmission units (918, 920, 922, 924, 926, 928). As-
sume that for this slot the broadcast request associated
with connection identifier 2 has higher priority than the
broadcast request associated with connection identifier
5.
[0102] WT A 1001 generates broadcast transmission
request signal 1002 which is communicated using trans-
mission unit 902. The broadcast request signal 1002 is
received and recovered by WT B 1005, WT C 1007, and
WT D 1009. WT A’ 1003 generates broadcast transmis-
sion request signal 1004 which is received and recovered
by WT B 1005. WT C 1007 and WT D 1009 are sufficiently
far enough away from WT A’ 1003 so that they do not
detect the broadcast request signal 1004 from WT A’
1003 or detect it at such a low power level that it does
not provide an interference problem with regard to re-
ceiving broadcast signals from WT A 1001.
[0103] WT B 1005 decides that it would like WT A’ 1003
to refrain from broadcasting since from WT B’s receiver
perspective, concurrent broadcast signals from WT A’
1003 will unacceptably interfere with its reception of
broadcast signals from WT A 1001 which has higher pri-
ority. Therefore, WT B 1005 selects, e.g., randomly one
of the response transmission units from the set of trans-
mission units associated with WT A (906, 908, 910, 912,
914, 916). In this case WT B 1005 selects to use trans-
mission unit 910. WT B 1005 generates and transmits
interference control signal 1006 using air link resource
transmission unit 910.
[0104] WT A 1001 monitors for interference control sig-
nals on resources associated with higher priority than its
own priority level. WT A 1001 does not detect any such
interference control signals so it determines that it is ok
to proceed with its intended broadcast.
[0105] WT A’ 1003 monitors for interference control
signals on resources associated with higher priority than
its own priority level, and detects interference control sig-
nal 1006 on resource 910. The interference control signal
1006 is received by WT A’ 1003 at a level above a thresh-
old. Therefore, WT A’ 1003 determines that it is not per-
mitted to broadcast data, and refrains from broadcasting
a traffic signal in data resource 822.

[0106] WT A 1001 transmits broadcast traffic signal
1008 in data resource 822 which is successfully received
and recovered by WT B 1005, WT C 1007 and WT D
1009.
[0107] Figure 11 includes a drawing 1100 illustrating
exemplary signaling in a region of a peer to peer network
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment. In the ex-
ample, of Figure 11, assume that the broadcast trans-
mission request resource 826 and the broadcast receiver
response resource 828 described with respect to Figures
8 and 9 are utilized. In this example, WT A 1101 and WT
A’ 1103 want to broadcast data in the same air link data
resource 822. Assume that WT A 1101 currently holds
broadcast connection identifier 2 associated with broad-
cast request transmission unit 902 and broadcast receiv-
er response transmission units (906, 908, 910, 912, 914,
916). Assume that WT A’ 1102 currently holds broadcast
connection identifier 5 associated with broadcast request
transmission unit 904 and broadcast receiver response
transmission units (918, 920, 922, 924, 926, 928). As-
sume that for this slot the broadcast request associated
with connection identifier 2 has higher priority than the
broadcast request associated with connection identifier
5.
[0108] WT A 1101 generates broadcast transmission
request signal 1102 which is communicated using trans-
mission unit 902. The broadcast request signal 1102 is
received and recovered by WT B 1105, WT C 1107, and
WT D 1109. WT A’ 1103 generates broadcast transmis-
sion request signal 1104 which is received and recovered
by WT B 1105 and WT C 1107. WT D 1109 is sufficiently
far enough away from WT A’ 1103 so that it does not
detect the broadcast request signal 1104 from WT A’
1103 or detects it at such a low power level that it does
not provide an interference problem with regard to re-
ceiving broadcast signals from WT A 1101.
[0109] WT B 1105 decides that it would like WT A’ 1103
to refrain from broadcasting since from WT B’s receiver
perspective, concurrent broadcast signals from WT A’
1103 will unacceptably interfere with its reception of
broadcast signals from WT A 1101 which has higher pri-
ority. Therefore, WT B 1105 selects, e.g., randomly one
of the response transmission units from the set of trans-
mission units associated with WT A (906, 908, 910, 912,
914, 916). In this case WT B 1105 selects to use trans-
mission unit 910. WT B 1105 generates and transmits
interference control signal 1106 using air link resource
transmission unit 910.
[0110] WT C 1107 decides that it would like WT A’ 1103
to refrain from broadcasting since from WT C’s receiver
perspective, concurrent broadcast signals from WT A’
1103 will unacceptably interfere with its reception of
broadcast signals from WT A 1101 which has higher pri-
ority. Therefore, WT C 1107 selects, e.g., randomly one
of the response transmission units from the set of trans-
mission units associated with WT A (906, 908, 910, 912,
914, 916). In this case WT C 1107 selects to use trans-
mission unit 914. WT C 1107 generates and transmits

25 26 



EP 2 171 932 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

interference control signal 1108 using air link resource
transmission unit 914.
[0111] WT A 1101 monitors for interference control sig-
nals on resources associated with higher priority than its
own priority level. WT A 1101 does not detect any such
interference control signals so it determines that it is ok
to proceed with its intended broadcast.
[0112] WT A’ 1103 monitors for interference control
signals on resources associated with higher priority than
its own priority level, and detects interference control sig-
nal 1106 on resource 910 and interference control signal
1108 on resource 914. WT A’ 1103 compares each of
the received detected higher priority interference control
signals to a threshold. In this example, at least one of the
detected higher priority control signals exceeds a thresh-
old. Therefore, WT A’ 1103 decides not to broadcast data,
and refrains from broadcasting a traffic signal in data re-
source 822.
[0113] WT A 1101 transmits broadcast traffic signal
1110 in data resource 822 which is successfully received
and recovered by WT B 1105, WT C 1107 and WT D
1109.
[0114] WT A 1001, WT A’ 1003, WT B 1005, WT C
1007, WT D 1009 are, e.g., wireless devices in accord-
ance with one or more of Figure 3, 5, and/or 7 and/or
implementing one or more of the methods of Figure 2, 4
and/or 6. WT A 1101, WT A’ 1103, WT B 1105, WT C
1107, WT D 1109 are, e.g., wireless devices in accord-
ance with one or more of Figure 3, 5, and/or 7 and/or
implementing one or more of the methods of Figure 2, 4
and/or 6.
[0115] The techniques of various embodiments may
be implemented using software, hardware and/or a com-
bination of software and hardware. Various embodi-
ments are directed to apparatus, e.g., mobile nodes such
as mobile access terminals, base stations including one
or more attachment points, and/or communications sys-
tems. Various embodiments are also directed to meth-
ods, e.g., method of controlling and/or operating mobile
nodes, base stations and/or communications systems,
e.g., hosts. Various embodiments are also directed to
machine, e.g., computer, readable medium, e.g., ROM,
RAM, CDs, hard discs, etc., which include machine read-
able instructions for controlling a machine to implement
one or more steps of a method.
[0116] In various embodiments nodes described here-
in are implemented using one or more modules to per-
form the steps corresponding to one or more methods,
for example, transmitting a broadcast indicator signal in-
dicating an intent to broadcast data, monitoring for inter-
ference control signals following transmission of said
broadcast indicator signal, making a decision whether or
not to proceed with broadcasting data based on the result
of the monitoring, receiving from a second device a first
broadcast indicator signal having a first priority corre-
sponding to said second device, said first broadcast in-
dicator signal indicating an intent by the second device
to broadcast data, receiving from a third device a second

broadcast indicator signal having a second priority cor-
responding to the third device, said second broadcast
indicator signal indicating an intent by the third device to
broadcast data, making a decision whether or not to
transmit an interference control signal as a function of
the relative priority of the first and second broadcast in-
dicator signals, etc. Thus, in some embodiments various
features are implemented using modules. Such modules
may be implemented using software, hardware or a com-
bination of software and hardware. Many of the above
described methods or method steps can be implemented
using machine executable instructions, such as software,
included in a machine readable medium such as a mem-
ory device, e.g., RAM, floppy disk, etc. to control a ma-
chine, e.g., general purpose computer with or without
additional hardware, to implement all or portions of the
above described methods, e.g., in one or more nodes.
Accordingly, among other things, various embodiments
are directed to a machine-readable medium including
machine executable instructions for causing a machine,
e.g., processor and associated hardware, to perform one
or more of the steps of the above-described method(s).
Some embodiments are directed to a device, e.g., com-
munications device, including a processor configured to
implement one, multiple or all of the steps of one or more
methods of the invention.
[0117] Some embodiments are directed to a computer
program product comprising a computer-readable medi-
um comprising code for causing a computer, or multiple
computers, to implement various functions, steps, acts
and/or operations, e.g. one or more steps described
above. Depending on the embodiment, the computer pro-
gram product can, and sometimes does, include different
code for each step to be performed. Thus, the computer
program product may, and sometimes does, include
code for each individual step of a method, e.g., a method
of controlling a communications device or node. The
code may be in the form of machine, e.g., computer, ex-
ecutable instructions stored on a computer-readable me-
dium such as a RAM (Random Access Memory), ROM
(Read Only Memory) or other type of storage device. In
addition to being directed to a computer program product,
some embodiments are directed to a processor config-
ured to implement one or more of the various functions,
steps, acts and/or operations of one or more methods
described above. Accordingly, some embodiments are
directed to a processor, e.g., CPU, configured to imple-
ment some or all of the steps of the methods described
herein. The processor may be for use in, e.g., a commu-
nications device or other device described in the present
application.
[0118] In some embodiments, the processor or proc-
essors, e.g., CPUs, of one or more devices, e.g., com-
munications devices such as wireless terminals are con-
figured to perform the steps of the methods described as
being as being performed by the communications device.
Accordingly, some but not all embodiments are directed
to a device, e.g., communications device, with a proces-
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sor which includes a module corresponding to each of
the steps of the various described methods performed
by the device in which the processor is included. In some
but not all embodiments a device, e.g., communications
device, includes a module corresponding to each of the
steps of the various described methods performed by the
device in which the processor is included. The modules
may be implemented using software and/or hardware.
[0119] While described in the context of an OFDM sys-
tem, at least some of the methods and apparatus of var-
ious embodiments are applicable to a wide range of com-
munications systems including many non-OFDM and/or
non-cellular systems.
[0120] Numerous additional variations on the methods
and apparatus of the various embodiments described
above will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view
of the above description. Such variations are to be con-
sidered within the scope. The methods and apparatus
may be, and in various embodiments are, used with CD-
MA, orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM),
and/or various other types of communications tech-
niques which may be used to provide wireless commu-
nications links between access nodes and mobile nodes.
In some embodiments the access nodes are implement-
ed as base stations which establish communications
links with mobile nodes using OFDM and/or CDMA. In
various embodiments the mobile nodes are implemented
as notebook computers, personal data assistants
(PDAs), or other portable devices including receiv-
er/transmitter circuits and logic and/or routines, for im-
plementing the methods.

Claims

1. A broadcast transmission method (400) at a device
in a peer to peer wireless communications network,
comprising:

transmitting (410) a broadcast indicator signal
at a first priority level indicating an intent to
broadcast data;
monitoring (412) for interference control signals
from at least one other peer device following
transmission of said broadcast indicator signal;
and
making (414) a decision whether or not to pro-
ceed with broadcasting data based on the result
of said monitoring.

2. The method of claim 1,
wherein individual interference control signals de-
tected by said monitoring each have a priority level;
and
wherein making a decision whether or not to proceed
with broadcasting includes determining if an interfer-
ence control signal having a higher priority than said
first priority level was received.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein making a decision
whether or not to proceed with broadcasting in-
cludes, when an interference control signal having
a higher priority than said first priority level:

making an interference determination based on
the power level of at least one received interfer-
ence control signal having a higher priority than
said first priority level.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein making a decision
whether or not to proceed with broadcasting includes
deciding not to broadcast when said interference de-
termination determines that an interference level
above a threshold level will be caused to the device
which transmitted said interference control signal
having a higher priority than said first priority level if
the broadcast proceeds.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

when said decision whether or not to proceed
with broadcasting data is a decision to broadcast
data, broadcasting data in a traffic slot corre-
sponding to said transmitted broadcast indicator
signal.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

transmitting a second broadcast indicator signal
indicating an intent to broad-cast data, said sec-
ond broadcast indicator signal being transmitted
at a second priority level which is different from
said first priority level.

7. A wireless terminal (500) in a peer to peer wireless
communication network comprising:

broadcast indicator signal generation means
(526) for generating a broadcast indicator signal
indicating an intent to broadcast data;
broadcast indicator signal control means (528)
for controlling wireless transmitter means to
broadcast said generated broadcast indicator
signal at a first priority level;
response monitoring means (530) for monitoring
for interference control signals from at least one
other peer device following transmission of said
broadcast indicator signal; and
broadcast decision means (532) for making a
decision whether or not to proceed with broad-
casting data based on the result of said moni-
toring.

8. A method (600) of operating a first device in a peer
to peer wireless communications network, compris-
ing:
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receiving (604), from a second device a first
broadcast indicator signal having a first priority
corresponding to said second device indicating
an intent by the second device to broadcast da-
ta;
receiving (606) from a third device a second
broadcast indicator signal having a second pri-
ority corresponding to said third device indicat-
ing an intent by the third device to broadcast
data; and
making (608) a decision as to whether or not to
transmit an interference control signal as a func-
tion of the relative priority of the first and second
broadcast indicator signals.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein making a decision
as to whether or not to transmit an interference con-
trol signal includes:

determining if broadcast by the lower priority one
of the second and third devices will produce an
unacceptable level of interference to the higher
priority one of the second and third devices; and
when it is determined that the level of interfer-
ence is unacceptable, transmitting an interfer-
ence control signal.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said interference
control signal is transmitted at a priority level corre-
sponding to the priority level of the higher priority one
of the second and third devices.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein transmitting an in-
terference control signal includes selecting an inter-
ference signal resource from a plurality of interfer-
ence signal transmission resources having the pri-
ority level of the higher priority one of the second and
third devices.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the interference
signal transmission re-sources are individual OFDM
tone-symbols.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the priority of the
first and second devices changes with time.

14. A wireless communications device (700) in a peer
to peer wireless communications network, compris-
ing:

wireless receiver means (702) for receiving sig-
nals; broadcast indicator signal monitoring
means (726) for:

(i) detecting in said received signals a first
broadcast indicator signal from a second
device, said first broadcast indicator signal
having a first priority corresponding to said

second device, said first broadcast indicator
signal indicating an intent by the second de-
vice to broadcast data; and
(ii) detecting in said received signals a sec-
ond broadcast indicator signal from a third
device, said second broadcast indicator sig-
nal having a second priority corresponding
to said third device, said second broadcast
indicator signal indicating an intent by the
third device to broadcast data; and

interference control signaling decision means
(728) for making a decision as to whether or not
to transmit an interference control signal as a
function of the relative priority of the first and
second broadcast indicator signals.

15. A computer program product, the computer program
product comprising:

a computer readable medium comprising:

code for causing at least one computer to
perform a method according to one of the
claims 1 to 6 or 8 to 13 when executed.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Rundfunkübertragungsverfahren (400) an ei-
nem Gerät in einem drahtlosen Peer-to-Peer-Kom-
munikationsnetzwerk aufweisend:

Senden (410) eines Rundfunkindikatorsignals
auf einer ersten Prioritätsstufe, die eine Absicht
zum Rundfunkübertragen von Daten anzeigt;
Überwachen (412) von Interferenzsteuerungs-
signalen von zumindest einem anderen Peer-
Gerät nach Übertragung des Rundfunkindika-
torsignals; und
Treffen (414) einer Entscheidung, ob mit dem
Rundfunkübertragen von Daten verfahren oder
nicht verfahren werden soll, basierend auf dem
Ergebnis des Überwachens.

2. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 1,
wobei individuelle Interferenzsteuerungssignale, die
vom Überwachen detektiert werden, jeweils eine Pri-
oritätsstufe aufweisen; und
wobei Treffen einer Entscheidung, ob mit dem Rund-
funkübertragen von Daten verfahren oder nicht ver-
fahren werden soll umfasst: Bestimmen, ob ein In-
terferenzsteuerungssignal mit einer höheren Priori-
tät als die erste Priorität empfangen wurde.

3. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 2,
wobei Treffen einer Entscheidung, ob mit Rundfunk-
übertragen verfahren werden soll oder nicht, um-
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fasst: wenn ein Interferenzsteuerungssignal, das ei-
ne höhere Priorität als die erste Prioritätsstufe auf-
weist, Treffen einer Interferenzbestimmung basie-
rend auf der Leistungshöhe von zumindest einem
empfangenen Interferenzsteuerungssignal, das ei-
ne höhere Priorität als die erste Prioritätsstufe auf-
weist.

4. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei Treffen einer
Entscheidung, ob mit Rundfunkübertragen verfah-
ren oder nicht verfahren werden soll, umfasst: Ent-
scheiden nicht zu übertragen, wenn die Interferenz-
bestimmung bestimmt, dass eine Interferenzhöhe
über einem Schwellenwert für das Gerät, das das
Interferenzsteuerungssignal, das eine höhere Prio-
rität als die erste Prioritätsstufe aufweist, gesendet
hat, auftreten wird, falls das Rundfunkübertragen
fortfährt.

5. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, ferner aufweisend:

Wenn die Entscheidung, ob mit dem Rundfunk-
übertragen verfahren oder nicht verfahren wer-
den soll, eine Entscheidung zum Rundfunküber-
tragen von Daten ist, dass Rundfunkübertragen
von Daten in einem Verkehrsschlitz, der dem
übertragenen Rundfunkindikatorsignal ent-
spricht.

6. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, ferner aufweisend:

Senden eines zweiten Rundfunkindikatorsig-
nals, welches eine Absicht zum Rundfunküber-
tragen von Daten anzeigt, wobei das zweite
Rundfunkindikatorsignal auf einer zweiten Prio-
ritätsstufe gesendet wird, die sich von der ersten
Prioritätsstufe unterscheidet.

7. Ein drahtloses Endgerät (500) in einem drahtlosen
Peer-to-Peer-Kommunikationsnetzwerk aufwei-
send:

Rundfunkindikatorsignalerzeugungs-Mittel
(526) zum Erzeugen eines Rundfunkindikator-
signals, das eine Absicht zum Rundfunkübertra-
gen von Daten, anzeigt;
Rundfunkindikatorsignalsteuerungs-Mittel
(528) zur Steuerung des drahtlosen Übertra-
gungs-Mittel zum Rundfunkübertragen des er-
zeugten Rundfunkindikatorsignals auf einer ers-
ten Prioritätsstufe;
Antwortüberwachungs-Mittel (530) zum Über-
wachen von Interferenzsteuerungssignalen von
zumindest einem anderen Peer-Gerät nach der
Übertragung des Rundfunkindikatorsignals;
und
Rundfunkentscheidungs-Mittel (532) zum Tref-
fen einer Entscheidung, ob mit der Rundfunkü-

bertragung der Daten verfahren werden soll
oder nicht, basierend auf dem Ergebnis des
Überwachens.

8. Ein Verfahren (600) zum Betreiben eines ersten Ge-
räts in einem drahtlosen Peer-to-Peer-Kommunika-
tionsnetzwerk, aufweisend:

Empfangen (604), von einem zweiten Gerät, ein
erstes Rundfunkindikatorsignal, das eine erste
Priorität die dem zweiten Gerät entspricht auf-
weist, die eine Absicht des zweiten Geräts zum
Rundfunkübertragen von Daten anzeigt;
Empfangen (606) von einem dritten Gerät ein
zweites Rundfunkindikatorsignal, das eine
zweite Priorität aufweist, die dem dritten Gerät
entspricht, wobei das Rundfunkindikatorsignal
eine Absicht des dritten Gerät Rundfunkdaten
zu übertragen anzeigt; und
Treffen (608) einer Entscheidung, ob ein Inter-
ferenzsteuerungssignal übertragen werden soll,
als eine Funktion der relativen Priorität der ers-
ten und zweiten Rundfunkindikatorsignale.

9. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Treffen
einer Entscheidung, ob ein Interferenzsteuerungssi-
gnal übertragen oder nicht übertragen werden soll,
umfasst:

Bestimmen, ob das Rundfunkübertragen vom
Gerät mit niedrigerer Priorität unter den zweiten
und dritten Geräten eine inakzeptable Interfe-
renzhöhe für das Gerät mit höherer Priorität un-
ter den zweiten und dritten Geräten verursachen
wird; und
Übertragen eines Interferenzsteuerungssig-
nals, wenn es festgestellt wird, dass die Interfe-
renzhöhe nicht akzeptabel ist.

10. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei das Interfe-
renzsteuerungssignal auf einer Prioritätsstufe über-
tragen wird, die der Prioritätsstufe der höheren Pri-
orität der zweiten und dritten Geräte entspricht.

11. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei Übertragen
eines Interferenzsteuerungssignals umfasst: Aus-
wählen einer Interferenzsignalressource aus einer
Vielzahl von Interferenzsignalübertragungsressour-
cen, die eine Prioritätsstufe aufweisen, die der hö-
heren Priorität von einem der zweiten oder dritten
Geräten entspricht.

12. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei die
Interferenzsignalübertragungsressourcen einzelne
OFDM-Ton-Symbole sind.

13. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Priorität
der ersten und zweiten Geräte sich im Laufe der Zeit

33 34 



EP 2 171 932 B1

19

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ändert.

14. Ein drahtloses Kommunikationsgerät (700) in einem
drahtlosen Peer-to-Peer-Kommunikationsnetzwerk
aufweisend:

drahtloses Empfängermittel (702) zum Empfan-
gen von Signalen; Rundfunkindikatorsignal-
Überwachungsmittel (726) zum:

(i) Detektieren in den empfangenen Signa-
len eines ersten Rundfunkindikatorsignals
von einem zweiten Gerät, wobei das erste
Rundfunkindikatorsignal eine erste Priorität
aufweist, die dem zweiten Gerät entspricht,
wobei das erste Rundfunkindikatorsignal
eine Absicht des zweiten Geräts zum Rund-
funkübertragen von Daten anzeigt; und
(ii) Detektieren in den empfangenen Signa-
len ein zweites Rundfunkindikatorsignal
von einem dritten Gerät, wobei das zweite
Rundfunkindikatorsignal eine zweite Priori-
tät aufweist, die dem dritten Gerät ent-
spricht, wobei das zweite Rundfunkindika-
torsignal eine Absicht des dritten Geräts
zum Rundfunkübertragen von Daten an-
zeigt; und

Interferenzsteuerungs-Signalisierungsbestim-
mungs-Mittel (728) zum Treffen einer Entschei-
dung, ob ein Interferenzsteuerungssignal über-
tragen oder nicht übertragen werden soll, als ei-
ne Funktion der relativen Priorität der ersten und
zweiten Rundfunkindikatorsignale.

15. Ein Computerprogrammprodukt, das Computerpro-
grammprodukt aufweisend:

einen computerlesbaren Datenträger aufwei-
send:

Code zum Veranlassen einen Computer
zum Durchführen eines Verfahrens gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6 oder 8 bis 13
wenn der Code ausgeführt wird.

Revendications

1. Procédé d’émission en multidiffusion (400) au ni-
veau d’un dispositif dans un réseau de communica-
tion sans fil poste à poste, comprenant :

l’émission (410) d’un signal indicateur de multi-
diffusion à un premier niveau de priorité indi-
quant une intention de multidiffuser des
données ;
la surveillance (412) de signaux de contrôle d’in-

terférence à partir d’au moins un autre dispositif
homologue à la suite de l’émission dudit signal
indicateur de multidiffusion ; et
la prise (414) d’une décision de procéder ou non
à la multidiffusion de données sur la base du
résultat de ladite surveillance.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel des signaux de contrôle d’interférence
individuels détectés par ladite surveillance ont cha-
cun un niveau de priorité ; et
dans lequel la prise d’une décision de procéder ou
non à la multidiffusion comprend la détermination si
un signal de contrôle d’interférence ayant une prio-
rité plus élevée que ledit premier niveau de priorité
a été reçu.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la pri-
se d’une décision de procéder ou non à la multidif-
fusion comprend, dans le cas d’un signal de contrôle
d’interférence ayant une priorité plus élevée que ledit
premier niveau de priorité :

l’exécution d’une détermination d’interférence
sur la base du niveau de puissance d’au moins
un signal de contrôle d’interférence reçu ayant
une priorité plus élevée que ledit premier niveau
de priorité.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel la pri-
se d’une décision de procéder ou non à la multidif-
fusion comprend la décision de ne pas multidiffuser
quand ladite détermination d’interférence détermine
que si la multidiffusion se poursuit un niveau d’inter-
férence au-dessus d’un niveau de seuil sera occa-
sionné au dispositif qui a émis ledit signal de contrôle
d’interférence ayant une priorité plus élevée que ledit
premier niveau de priorité.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 3, comprenant en
outre :

quand ladite décision de procéder ou non à la
multidiffusion de données est une décision de
multidiffuser des données, la multidiffusion de
données dans un créneau de trafic correspon-
dant audit signal indicateur de multidiffusion
émis.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre :

l’émission d’un deuxième signal indicateur de
multidiffusion indiquant une intention de multi-
diffuser des données, ledit deuxième signal in-
dicateur de multidiffusion étant émis à un
deuxième niveau de priorité qui est différent du-
dit premier niveau de priorité.
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7. Terminal sans fil (500) dans un réseau de commu-
nication sans fil poste à poste comprenant :

des moyens de génération de signal indicateur
de multidiffusion (526) pour générer un signal
indicateur de multidiffusion indiquant une inten-
tion de multidiffuser des données ;
des moyens de contrôle de signal indicateur de
multidiffusion (528) pour contrôler des moyens
d’émission sans fil pour multidiffuser à un pre-
mier niveau de priorité ledit signal indicateur de
multidiffusion généré ;
des moyens de surveillance de réponse (530)
pour surveiller des signaux de contrôle d’inter-
férence à partir d’au moins un autre dispositif
homologue à la suite de l’émission dudit signal
indicateur de multidiffusion ; et
des moyens de décision de multidiffusion (532)
pour prendre une décision de procéder ou non
à la multidiffusion de données sur la base du
résultat de ladite surveillance.

8. Procédé (600) de mise en oeuvre d’un premier dis-
positif dans un réseau de communication sans fil
poste à poste, comprenant :

la réception (604), en provenance d’un deuxiè-
me dispositif, d’un premier signal indicateur de
multidiffusion ayant une première priorité cor-
respondant audit deuxième dispositif, indiquant
une intention de la part du deuxième dispositif
de multidiffuser des données ;
la réception (606), en provenance d’un troisième
dispositif, d’un deuxième signal indicateur de
multidiffusion ayant une deuxième priorité cor-
respondant audit troisième dispositif, indiquant
une intention de la part du troisième dispositif
de multidiffuser des données ;
et
la prise (608) d’une décision d’émettre ou non
un signal de contrôle d’interférence en fonction
de la priorité relative des premier et deuxième
signaux d’indicateur de multidiffusion.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la pri-
se d’une décision d’émettre ou non un signal de con-
trôle d’interférence comprend :

la détermination si une multidiffusion par celui
des deuxième et troisième dispositifs ayant la
priorité inférieure occasionnera à celui des
deuxième et troisième dispositifs ayant la prio-
rité supérieure un niveau d’interférence
inacceptable ; et
quand il est déterminé que le niveau d’interfé-
rence est inacceptable, l’émission d’un signal
de contrôle d’interférence.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel ledit
signal de contrôle d’interférence est émis à un niveau
de priorité correspondant au niveau de priorité de
celui des deuxième et troisième dispositifs ayant la
priorité supérieure.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel
l’émission d’un signal de contrôle d’interférence
comprend la sélection d’une ressource de signal
d’interférence parmi une pluralité de ressources
d’émission de signal d’interférence ayant le niveau
de priorité de celui des deuxième et troisième dis-
positifs ayant la priorité supérieure.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel les
ressources d’émission de signal d’interférence sont
des symboles individuels de tonalités OFDM.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel la
priorité des premier et deuxième dispositifs varie
dans le temps.

14. Dispositif de communication sans fil (700) dans un
réseau de communication sans fil poste à poste,
comprenant :

des moyens de réception sans fil (702) pour re-
cevoir des signaux ;
des moyens de surveillance de signal indicateur
de multidiffusion (726) pour :

(i) détecter dans lesdits signaux reçus un
premier signal indicateur de multidiffusion
provenant d’un deuxième dispositif, ledit
premier signal indicateur de multidiffusion
ayant une première priorité correspondant
audit deuxième dispositif, ledit premier si-
gnal indicateur de multidiffusion indiquant
une intention de la part du deuxième dispo-
sitif de multidiffuser des données ; et
(ii) détecter dans lesdits signaux reçus un
deuxième signal indicateur de multidiffu-
sion provenant d’un troisième dispositif, le-
dit deuxième signal indicateur de multidiffu-
sion ayant une deuxième priorité corres-
pondant audit troisième dispositif, ledit
deuxième signal indicateur de multidiffu-
sion indiquant une intention de la part du
troisième dispositif de multidiffuser des
données ; et

des moyens de décision de signalisation de con-
trôle d’interférence (728) pour prendre une dé-
cision d’émettre ou non un signal de contrôle
d’interférence en fonction de la priorité relative
des premier et deuxième signaux d’indicateur
de multidiffusion.
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15. Programme-produit informatique, le programme-
produit informatique comprenant :

un support lisible par calculateur comprenant :

du code pour faire en sorte qu’au moins un
calculateur mette en oeuvre un procédé se-
lon l’une des revendications 1 à 6 ou 8 à 13
quand il est exécuté.
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