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Description

[0001] The present application claims priority to U.S.
Patent Application Serial No. 11/827,803, filed on July
13, 2007, entitled LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV
LIGHT SOURCE HAVING A DROPLET STREAM PRO-
DUCED USING A MODULATED DISTURBANCE
WAVE, and is also related to co-pending U.S. Patent
Application Serial Number 11/358,988 filed on February
21, 2006, entitled LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV
LIGHT SOURCE WITH PRE-PULSE, Attorney Docket
Number 2005-0085-01, co-pending U.S. Patent Applica-
tion Serial Number 11/067,124 filed on February 25,
2005, entitled METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR EUV
PLASMA SOURCE TARGET DELIVERY, Attorney
Docket Number 2004-0008-01, co-pending U.S. Patent
Application Serial Number 11/174,443 filed on June 29,
2005, entitled LPP EUV PLASMA SOURCE MATERIAL
TARGET DELIVERY SYSTEM, Attorney Docket
Number 2005-0003-01, co-pending U.S. SOURCE MA-
TERIAL DISPENSER FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, At-
torney Docket Number 2005-0102-01, co-pending U.S.
Patent Application Serial Number 11/358,992 filed on
February 21, 2006, entitled LASER PRODUCED PLAS-
MA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, Attorney Docket Number
2005-0081-01, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial
Number 11/174,299 filed on June 29, 2005, and entitled,
LPP EUV LIGHT SOURCE DRIVE LASER SYSTEM, At-
torney Docket Number 2005-0044-01, co-pending U.S.
Patent Application Serial Number 11/406,216 filed on
April 17, 2006 entitled ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR EUV
LIGHT SOURCE, Attorney Docket Number
2006-0003-01, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial
Number 11/580,414 filed on October 13, 2006 entitled,
DRIVE LASER DELIVERY SYSTEMS FOR EUV LIGHT
SOURCE, Attorney Docket Number 2006-0025-01, and
co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial Number
11/644,153 filed on December 22, 2006 entitled, LASER
PRODUCED PLASMA EUV IGHT SOURCE, Attorney
Docket Number 2006-006-01, co-pending U.S. Patent
Application Serial Number 11/505,177 filed on August
16, 2006, entitled EUV OPTICS, Attorney Docket
Number 2006-0027-01, co-pending U.S. patent applica-
tion Serial Number 11/452,558 filed on June 14, 2006
entitled DRIVE LASER FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, At-
torney Docket Number 2006-0001-01,co-pending United
States Patent No. 6,928,093, issued to Webb, et al. on
August 9, 2005, entitled LONG DELAY AND HIGH TIS
PULSE STRETCHER, U.S. Application Number
11/394,512, Attorney Docket Number 2004-0144-01 filed
on March 31, 2006 and titled CONFOCAL PULSE
STRETCHER, U.S. Application Number 11/138,001 (at-
torney docket number 2004-0128-01) filed on May 26,
2005 and titled SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR IMPLE-
MENTING AN INTERACTION BETWEEN A LASER
SHAPED AS A LINE BEAM AND A FILM DEPOSITED
ON A SUBSTRATE, and U.S. Application Number
10/141,216, filed on May 7, 2002, now U.S. Patent

6,693,939, and titled, LASER LITHOGRAPHY LIGHT
SOURCE WITH BEAM DELIVERY, U.S. Patent No.
6,625,191 issued to Knowles et al on September 23, 2003
entitled VERY NARROW BAND, TWO CHAMBER,
HIGH REP RATE GAS DISCHARGE LASER SYSTEM,
U.S. Application Number 10/012,002, Attorney Docket
Number 2001-0090-01, U.S. Patent No. 6,549,551 is-
sued to Ness et al on April 15, 2003 entitled INJECTION
SEEDED LASER WITH PRECISE TIMING CONTROL,
U.S. Application Number 09/848,043, Attorney Docket
Number 2001-0020-01 and U.S. Patent No. 6,567,450
issued to Myers et al on May 20, 2003 entitled VERY
NARROW BAND, TWO CHAMBER, HIGH REP RATE
GAS DISCHARGE LASER SYSTEM, U.S. Application
Number 09/943,343, Attorney Docket Number
2001-0084-01, co-pending U.S. patent application Serial
Number 11/509,925 filed on August 25, 2006, entitled
SOURCE MATERIAL COLLECTION UNIT FOR A LA-
SER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, At-
torney Docket Number 2005-0086-01.

FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to extreme ultra-
violet ("EUV") light sources that provide EUV light from
a plasma that is created from a target material and col-
lected and directed to an intermediate region for utiliza-
tion outside of the EUV light source chamber, e.g. by a
lithography scanner/stepper.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Extreme ultraviolet light, e.g., electromagnetic
radiation having wavelengths of around 50 nm or less
(also sometimes referred to as soft x-rays), and including
light at a wavelength of about 13.5 nm, can be used in
photolithography processes to produce extremely small
features in substrates, e.g., silicon wafers.
[0004] Methods to produce EUV light include, but are
not necessarily limited to, converting a material into a
plasma state that has at least one element, e.g., xenon,
lithium or tin, with one or more emission line in the EUV
range. In one such method, often termed laser produced
plasma ("LPP") the required plasma can be produced by
irradiating a target material having the required line-emit-
ting element, with a laser beam.
[0005] One particular LPP technique involves irradiat-
ing a target material droplet with one or more pre-pulse(s)
followed by a main pulse. In this regard, CO2 lasers may
present certain advantages as a drive laser producing
"main" pulses in an LPP process. This may be especially
true for certain target materials such as molten tin drop-
lets. For example, one advantage may include the ability
to produce a relatively high conversion efficiency e.g.,
the ratio of output EUV in-band power to drive laser input
power.
[0006] In more theoretical terms, LPP light sources
generate EUV radiation by depositing laser energy into
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a source element, such as xenon (Xe), tin (Sn) or lithium
(Li), creating a highly ionized plasma with electron tem-
peratures of several 10’s of eV. The energetic radiation
generated during de-excitation and recombination of
these ions is emitted from the plasma in all directions. In
one common arrangement, a near-normal-incidence mir-
ror (often termed a "collector mirror") is positioned at a
distance from the plasma to collect, direct (and in some
arrangements, focus) the light to an intermediate loca-
tion, e.g., focal point. The collected light may then be
relayed from the intermediate location to a set of scanner
optics and ultimately to a wafer. In more quantitative
terms, one arrangement that is currently being developed
with the goal of producing about 100W at the intermediate
location contemplates the use of a pulsed, focused
10-12kW CO2 drive laser which is synchronized with a
droplet generator to sequentially irradiate about 40,000
- 100,00 tin droplets per second. For this purpose, there
is a need to produce a stable stream of droplets at a
relatively high repetition rate (e.g. 40-100kHz or more)
and deliver the droplets to an irradiation site with high
accuracy and good repeatability in terms of timing and
position (i.e. with very small "jitter") over relatively long
periods of time.
[0007] For a typical LPP setup, target material droplets
are generated and then travel within a vacuum chamber
to an irradiation site where they are irradiated, e.g. by a
focused laser beam. In addition to generating EUV radi-
ation, these plasma processes also typically generate
undesirable by-products in the plasma chamber (e.g. de-
bris) that can potentially damage or reduce the opera-
tional efficiency of the various plasma chamber optical
elements. These debris can include high-energy ions and
scattered debris from the plasma formation, e.g., atoms
and/or clumps/microdroplets of source material. For this
reason, it is often desirable to use so-called "mass limit-
ed" droplets of source material to reduce or eliminate the
formation of debris. The use of "mass limited" droplets
also may result in a reduction in source material con-
sumption. Techniques to achieve a mass-limited droplet
may involve diluting the source material and / or using
relatively small droplets. For example, the use of droplets
as small as 10-50mm is currently contemplated.
[0008] In addition to their effect on optical elements in
the vacuum chamber, the plasma by-products may also
adversely affect the droplet(s) approaching the irradia-
tion site (i.e. subsequent droplets in the droplet stream).
In some cases, interactions between droplets and the
plasma by-products may result in a lower EUV output for
these droplets. In this regard, U.S. Patent No. 6,855,943
(hereinafter the ’943 patent) which issued to Shields on
Feb. 15, 2005 and is entitled "DROPLET TARGET DE-
LIVERY METHOD FOR HIGH PULSE-RATE LASER-
PLASMA EXTREME ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT SOURCE"
discloses a technique in which only some of the droplets
in a droplet stream, e.g., every third droplet, is irradiated
to produce a pulsed EUV light output. As disclosed in the
’943 patent, the nonparticipating droplets (so-called buff-

er droplets) advantageously shield the next participating
droplet from the effects of the plasma generated at the
irradiation site. However, the use of buffer droplets may
increase source material consumption and / or vacuum
chamber contamination and / or may require droplet gen-
eration at a frequency much higher (e.g. by a factor of
two or more) than required without the use of buffer drop-
lets. On the other hand, if the spacing between droplets
can be increased, the use of buffer droplets may be re-
duced or eliminated. Thus, droplet size, spacing and tim-
ing consistency (i.e. jitter) tend to be on the top of the list
of factors to be considered when designing a droplet gen-
erator for an LPP EUV light source.
[0009] One technique for generating droplets involves
melting a target material, e.g. tin, and then forcing it under
high pressure through a relative small diameter orifice,
e.g. 5-30mm. Under most conditions, naturally occurring
instabilities, e.g. noise, in the stream exiting the orifice
may cause the stream to break up into droplets. In order
to synchronize the droplets with optical pulses of the LPP
drive laser, a repetitive disturbance with an amplitude
exceeding that of the random noise may be applied to
the continuous stream. By applying a disturbance at the
same frequency (or its higher harmonics) as the repeti-
tion rate of the pulsed laser, the droplets can be synchro-
nized with the laser pulses. In the past, the disturbance
has typically been applied to the stream by driving an
electro-actuatable element (such as a piezoelectric ma-
terial) with a waveform of a single frequency such as a
sinusoidal waveform, triangular waveform, square wave-
form or their equivalent.
[0010] As used herein, the term "electro-actuatable el-
ement" and its derivatives, means a material or structure
which undergoes a dimensional change when subjected
to a voltage, electric field, magnetic field, or combinations
thereof and includes but is not limited to piezoelectric
materials, electrostrictive materials and magnetostrictive
materials.
[0011] In general, for the application of single frequen-
cy, non-modulated waveform disturbances, the spacing
between droplets increases as the disturbance frequen-
cy decreases (i.e. holding other factors such as pressure
and orifice diameter constant). However, as disclosed in
"Drop Formation From A Vibrating Orifice Generator Driv-
en By Modulated Electrical Signals" (G. Brenn and U.
Lackermeier, Phys. Fluids 9, 3658 (1997)), for distur-
bance frequencies below about 0.3υ/(πd), where υ is the
stream velocity and d is the diameter of the continuous
liquid stream, more than one droplet may be generated
for each disturbance period. Thus, for 10 mm liquid jet at
a stream velocity of about 50m/s, the calculated frequen-
cy minimum below which more than one drop per period
may be produced is about 480kHz (note: it is currently
envisioned that a droplet repetition rate of 40-100kHz
and velocities of about 30-50m/s may be desirable for
LPP EUV processes). The net result is that for the appli-
cation of single frequency, non-modulated waveform dis-
turbances, the spacing between droplets is fundamen-
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tally limited and cannot exceed approximately 3.33πd.
As indicated above, it may be desirable to supply a suf-
ficient distance between adjacent droplets in the droplet
stream to reduce / eliminate the effect of the debris from
the plasma on approaching droplet(s). Moreover, be-
cause the limitation on spacing is proportional to stream
diameter, and as a consequence droplet size, this limi-
tation can be particularly severe in applications such as
LPP EUV light sources where relatively small, mass-lim-
ited, droplets are desirable (see discussion above).
[0012] With the above in mind, Applicants disclose a
laser produced plasma, EUV light source having a droplet
stream produced using a modulated disturbance wave-
form, and corresponding methods of use.
[0013] US 7 173 267 discloses an EUV plasma device
comprising a source of droplets of target material and a
laser irradiating the droplets at an irradiation region in
order to produce EUV radiation. The droplet source com-
prises a fluid exiting an orifice and a vibrator producing
a disturbance in the fluid which generates droplets having
differing initial velocities causing at least some adjacent
droplet pairs to coalesce together prior to reaching the
irradiation region.
[0014] US 2003/223542 discloses a similar EUV plas-
ma source wherein the piezoelectric transducer is oper-
ated in a pulsed mode.

SUMMARY

[0015] In one aspect, a device is disclosed which may
comprise a plasma generating system having a source
of target material droplets, e.g. tin, and a laser, e.g.
pulsed CO2 laser, producing a beam irradiating the drop-
lets at an irradiation region, the plasma producing EUV
radiation. For the device, the droplet source may com-
prise a fluid exiting an orifice and a sub-system producing
a disturbance in the fluid which generates droplets having
differing initial velocities causing at least some adjacent
droplet pairs to coalesce together prior to reaching the
irradiation region.
[0016] For this aspect, the ratio of initial droplets to
coalesced droplets may be two, three, four or more and
in some cases ten or more. The subsystem may comprise
a signal generator and an electro-actuatable element,
e.g. at least one piezoelectric crystal, and in particular,
the sub-system may comprise a capillary tube and the
disturbance may be created in the fluid by vibrating, e.g.
squeezing, the capillary tube. In one implementation, the
disturbance may comprise a frequency modulated dis-
turbance waveform and in another implementation, the
disturbance may comprise an amplitude modulated dis-
turbance waveform.
[0017] In an implementation of this aspect, the distur-
bance may comprise a carrier wave having a carrier wave
frequency and a modulation wave having a frequency
comprising a carrier wave frequency subharmonic. In a
particular implementation of this aspect, the laser may
be a pulsed laser having a pulse repetition rate and the

disturbance may comprise a modulated disturbance
waveform having a modulation frequency equal to the
pulse repetition rate.
[0018] In another aspect, a device is disclosed which
may include a plasma generating system comprising a
source of target material droplets and a laser producing
a beam irradiating the droplets at an irradiation region,
the plasma producing EUV radiation. For this aspect, the
droplet source may comprise a fluid exiting an orifice and
a sub-system producing a disturbance in the fluid, the
disturbance comprising at least two characteristic fre-
quencies.
[0019] In a further aspect, a device is disclosed which
may include a means for forcing a fluid through an orifice,
a means operable on the fluid to generate a first droplet
and a second droplet, the first droplet having a different
initial velocity than the second droplet causing the first
and second droplet to coalesce together prior to reaching
an irradiation region, and a means for irradiating the drop-
lets at the irradiation region to form a plasma. In one
implementation, the means operable on the fluid may
generate a third droplet having an initial velocity to cause
the first, second and third droplets to coalesce together
prior to reaching the irradiation region. The means oper-
able on the fluid may comprise one electro-actuable el-
ement. In embodiments according to the present inven-
tion, the means operable on the fluid comprises a plurality
of electro-actuable elements.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020]

Fig. 1 shows a simplified, schematic view of a laser
produced plasma EUV light source;
Fig. 2 shows a schematic a simplified droplet source;
Figs. 2A-2D illustrate several different techniques for
coupling an electro-actuable element with a fluid to
create a disturbance in a stream exiting an orifice;
Fig. 3 illustrates the pattern of droplets resulting from
a single frequency, non-modulated disturbance
waveform;
Fig. 4 illustrates the pattern of droplets resulting from
a amplitude modulated disturbance waveform;
Fig. 5 illustrates the pattern of droplets resulting from
a frequency modulated disturbance waveform;
Fig. 6 shows photographs of tin droplets obtained
for a single frequency, non-modulated waveform dis-
turbance and several frequency modulated wave-
form disturbances;
Fig. 7 illustrates a droplet pattern achievable using
a modulated waveform disturbance in which droplet
pairs reach the irradiation region allowing one droplet
to shield subsequent droplet pairs from plasma de-
bris; and
Fig. 8 illustrates a droplet pattern achievable using
a modulated waveform disturbance in which droplet
pairs reach the irradiation region with a first droplet
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reflecting light into a self-directing laser system to
initiate a discharge which irradiates the second drop-
let to produce an EUV emitting plasma.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] With initial reference to Fig. 1 there is shown a
schematic view of an EUV light source, e.g., a laser-pro-
duced-plasma, EUV light source 20. As shown in Fig. 1,
and described in further details below, the LPP light
source 20 may include a system 22 for generating a train
of light pulses and delivering the light pulses into a cham-
ber 26. As detailed below, each light pulse may travel
along a beam path from the system 22 and into the cham-
ber 26 to illuminate a respective target droplet at an irra-
diation region 28.
[0022] Suitable lasers for use as the device 22’ shown
in Fig. 1 may include a pulsed laser device, e.g., a pulsed
gas discharge CO2 laser device producing radiation at
9.3mm or 10.6mm, e.g., with DC or RF excitation, oper-
ating at relatively high power, e.g., 10kW or higher and
high pulse repetition rate, e.g., 50kHz or more. In one
particular implementation, the laser may be an axial-flow
RF-pumped CO2 having a MOPA configuration with mul-
tiple stages of amplification and having a seed pulse that
is initiated by a Q-switched Master Oscillator (MO) with
low energy and high repetition rate, e.g., capable of 100
kHz operation. From the MO, the laser pulse may then
be amplified, shaped, and focused before entering the
LPP chamber. Continuously pumped CO2 amplifiers may
be used for the system 22’. For example, a suitable CO2
laser device having an oscillator and three amplifiers (O-
PA1-PA2-PA3 configuration) is disclosed in co-pending
U.S. Patent Application Serial Number 11/174,299 filed
on June 29, 2005, and entitled, LPP EUV LIGHT
SOURCE DRIVE LASER SYSTEM, Attorney Docket
Number 2005-0044-01, the entire contents of which have
been previously incorporated by reference herein. Alter-
natively, the laser may be configured as a so-called "self-
targeting" laser system in which the droplet serves as
one mirror of the optical cavity. In some "self-targeting"
arrangements, a master oscillator may not be required.
Self targeting laser systems are disclosed and claimed
in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial Number
11/580,414 filed on October 13, 2006 entitled, DRIVE
LASER DELIVERY SYSTEMS FOR EUV LIGHT
SOURCE, Attorney Docket Number 2006-0025-01, the
entire contents of which have been previously incorpo-
rated by reference herein.
[0023] Depending on the application, other types of la-
sers may also be suitable, e.g., an excimer or molecular
fluorine laser operating at high power and high pulse rep-
etition rate. Examples include, a solid state laser, e.g.,
having a fiber or disk shaped active media, a MOPA con-
figured excimer laser system, e.g., as shown in United
States Patent Nos. 6,625,191, 6,549,551, and
6,567,450, an excimer laser having one or more cham-
bers, e.g., an oscillator chamber and one or more ampli-

fying chambers (with the amplifying chambers in parallel
or in series), a master oscillator/power oscillator (MOPO)
arrangement, a power oscillator/power amplifier (POPA)
arrangement, or a solid state laser that seeds one or more
excimer or molecular fluorine amplifier or oscillator cham-
bers, may be suitable. Other designs are possible.
[0024] As further shown in Fig. 1, the EUV light source
20 may also include a target material delivery system 24,
e.g., delivering droplets of a target material into the inte-
rior of a chamber 26 to the irradiation region 28 where
the droplets will interact with one or more light pulses,
e.g., one or more pre-pulses and thereafter one or more
main pulses, to ultimately produce a plasma and gener-
ate an EUV emission. The target material may include,
but is not necessarily limited to, a material that includes
tin, lithium, xenon or combinations thereof. The EUV
emitting element, e.g., tin, lithium, xenon, etc., may be in
the form of liquid droplets and/or solid particles contained
within liquid droplets. For example, the element tin may
be used as pure tin, as a tin compound, e.g., SnBr4,
SnBr2, SnH4, as a tin alloy, e.g., tin- gallium alloys, tin-
indium alloys, tin-indium-gallium alloys, or a combination
thereof. Depending on the material used, the target ma-
terial may be presented to the irradiation region 28 at
various temperatures including room temperature or
near room temperature (e.g., tin alloys, SnBr4) at an el-
evated temperature, (e.g., pure tin) or at temperatures
below room temperature, (e.g., SnH4), and in some cas-
es, can be relatively volatile, e.g., SnBr4. More details
concerning the use of these materials in an LPP EUV
source is provided in co-pending U.S. patent application
Serial Number 11/406,216 filed on April 17, 2006 entitled
ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, At-
torney Docket Number 2006-0003-01. Continuing with
Fig. 1, the EUV light source 20 may also include an optic
30, e.g., a collector mirror in the form of a truncated el-
lipsoid having, e.g., a graded multi-layer coating with al-
ternating layers of Molybdenum and Silicon. Fig. 1 shows
that the optic 30 may be formed with an aperture to allow
the light pulses generated by the system 22 to pass
through and reach the irradiation region 28. As shown,
the optic 30 may be, e.g., an ellipsoidal mirror that has a
first focus within or near the irradiation region 28 and a
second focus at a so-called intermediate region 40 where
the EUV light may be output from the EUV light source
20 and input to a device utilizing EUV light, e.g., an inte-
grated circuit lithography tool (not shown). It is to be ap-
preciated that other optics may be used in place of the
ellipsoidal mirror for collecting and directing light to an
intermediate location for subsequent delivery to a device
utilizing EUV light, for example the optic may be parabolic
or may be configured to deliver a beam having a ring-
shaped cross-section to an intermediate location, see
e.g. co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial Number
11/505,177 filed on August 16, 2006, entitled EUV OP-
TICS, Attorney Docket Number 2006-0027-01. Continu-
ing with reference to Fig. 1, the EUV light source 20 may
also include an EUV controller 60, which may also include
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a firing control system 65 for triggering one or more lamps
and/or laser devices in the system 22 to thereby generate
light pulses for delivery into the chamber 26. The EUV
light source 20 may also include a droplet position de-
tection system which may include one or more droplet
imagers 70 that provide an output indicative of the posi-
tion of one or more droplets, e.g., relative to the irradiation
region 28. The imager(s) 70 may provide this output to
a droplet position detection feedback system 62, which
can, e.g., compute a droplet position and trajectory, from
which a droplet error can be computed, e.g., on a droplet
by droplet basis or on average. The droplet error may
then be provided as an input to the controller 60, which
can, for example, provide a position, direction and/or tim-
ing correction signal to the system 22 to control a source
timing circuit and/or to control a beam position and shap-
ing system, e.g., to change the location and/or focal pow-
er of the light pulses being delivered to the irradiation
region 28 in the chamber 26.
[0025] The EUV light source 20 may include one or
more EUV metrology instruments for measuring various
properties of the EUV light generated by the source 20.
These properties may include, for example, intensity
(e.g., total intensity or intensity within a particular spectral
band), spectral bandwidth, polarization, beam position,
pointing, etc. For the EUV light source 20, the instru-
ment(s) may be configured to operate while the down-
stream tool, e.g., photolithography scanner, is on-line,
e.g., by sampling a portion of the EUV output, e.g., using
a pickoff mirror or sampling "uncollected" EUV light,
and/or may operate while the downstream tool, e.g., pho-
tolithography scanner, is off-line, for example, by meas-
uring the entire EUV output of the EUV light source 20.
[0026] As further shown in Fig. 1, the EUV light source
20 may include a droplet control system 90, operable in
response to a signal (which in some implementations
may include the droplet error described above, or some
quantity derived therefrom) from the controller 60, to e.g.,
modify the release point of the target material from a drop-
let source 92 and / or modify droplet formation timing, to
correct for errors in the droplets arriving at the desired
irradiation region 28 and / or synchronize the generation
of droplets with the pulsed laser system 22.
[0027] Fig. 2 illustrates the components of a simplified
droplet source 92 in schematic format. As shown there,
the droplet source 92 may include a reservoir 94 holding
a fluid, e.g. molten tin, under pressure. Also shown, the
reservoir 94 may be formed with an orifice 98 allowing
the pressurized fluid 98 to flow through the orifice estab-
lishing a continuous stream 100 which subsequently
breaks into a plurality of droplets 102a, b.
[0028] Continuing with Fig. 2, the droplet source 92
shown further includes a sub-system producing a distur-
bance in the fluid having an electro-actuatable element
104 that is operable coupled with the fluid 98 and a signal
generator 106 driving the electro-actuatable element
104. Figs. 2A-2D show various ways in which one or more
electro-actuatable elements may be operable coupled

with the fluid to create droplets. Beginning with Fig. 2A,
an arrangement is shown in which the fluid is forced to
flow from a reservoir 108 under pressure through a tube
110, e.g. capillary tube, having an inside diameter be-
tween about 0.5 - 0.8 mm, and a length of about 10 to
50 mm, creating a continuous stream 112 exiting an or-
ifice 114 of the tube 110 which subsequently breaks up
into droplets 116a,b. As shown, an electro-actuatable el-
ement 118 may be coupled to the tube For example, an
electro-actuatable element may be coupled to the tube
110 to deflect the tube 110 and disturb the stream 112.
Fig. 2B shows a similar arrangement having a reservoir
120, tube 122 and a pair of electro-actuatable elements
124, 126, each coupled to the tube 122 to deflect the
tube 122 at a respective frequency. Fig. 2C shows an-
other variation in which a plate 128 is positioned in a
reservoir 130 moveable to force fluid through an orifice
132 to create a stream 134 which breaks into droplets
136a,b. As shown, a force may be applied to the plate
128 and one or more electro-actuatable elements 138
may be coupled to the plate to disturb the stream 134. It
is to be appreciated that a capillary tube may be used
with the arrangement shown in Fig. 2C. Fig. 2D shows
another variation in which a fluid is forced to flow from a
reservoir 140 under pressure through a tube 142 creating
a continuous stream 144 exiting an orifice 146 of the tube
142 which subsequently breaks up into droplets 148a,b.
As shown, an electro-actuatable element 150, e.g. hav-
ing a ring-like shape, may be positioned around the tube
142. When driven, the electro-actuatable element 142
may selectively squeeze the tube 142 to disturb the
stream 144. It is to be appreciated that two or more elec-
tro-actuatable elements may be employed to selectively
squeeze the tube 142 at respective frequencies.
[0029] More details regarding various droplet dispens-
er configurations and their relative advantages may be
found in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial
Number 11/358,988 filed on February 21, 2006, entitled
LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE
WITH PRE-PULSE, Attorney Docket Number
2005-0085-01, co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial
Number 11/067,124 filed on February 25, 2005, entitled
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR EUV PLASMA
SOURCE TARGET DELIVERY, Attorney Docket
Number 2004-0008-01 and co-pending U.S. Patent Ap-
plication Serial Number 11/174,443 filed on June 29,
2005, entitled LPP EUV PLASMA SOURCE MATERIAL
TARGET DELIVERY SYSTEM, Attorney Docket
Number 2005-0003-01. Fig. 3 illustrates the pattern of
droplets 200 resulting from a single frequency, sine wave
disturbance waveform 202 (for disturbance frequencies
above about 0.3υ/(πd)). It can be seen that each period
of the disturbance waveform produces a droplet and the
resulting droplets are spaced by one disturbance wave-
form wavelength. Fig. 3 also illustrates that the droplets
do not coalesce together, but rather, each droplet is es-
tablished with the same initial velocity.
[0030] Fig. 4 illustrates the pattern of droplets 300 initial
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resulting from an amplitude modulated disturbance
waveform 302, which however is unlike the disturbance
waveform 202 described above in that it is not limited to
disturbance frequencies above about 0.3υ/(πd)). It can
be seen that the amplitude modulated waveform distur-
bance 302 includes two characteristic frequencies, a rel-
atively large frequency, e.g. carrier frequency, corre-
sponding to wavelength λc, and a smaller frequency, e.g.
modulation frequency, corresponding to wavelength, λm.
For the specific disturbance waveform example shown
in Fig. 4, the modulation frequency is a carrier frequency
subharmonic, and in particular, the modulation frequency
is a third of the carrier frequency. With this waveform,
Fig. 4 illustrates that each period of the disturbance wave-
form corresponding to the carrier wavelength, λc produc-
es a droplet and the resulting droplets are initially spaced
by one carrier wavelength, λc. Fig. 4 also illustrates that
the droplets coalesce together, resulting in a stream of
larger droplets 304, with one larger droplet for each pe-
riod of the disturbance waveform corresponding to the
modulation wavelength, λm. It can also be seen that the
resulting coalesced droplets are spaced by one modula-
tion wavelength, λm. Arrows 306a,b show the initial rel-
ative velocity components that are imparted on the drop-
lets by the modulated waveform disturbance 302 and are
responsible for the droplet coalescence.
[0031] Fig. 5 illustrates the pattern of droplets 400 in-
itially resulting from a frequency modulated disturbance
waveform 402, which, like the disturbance waveform 302
described above, is not limited to disturbance frequen-
cies above about 0.3υ/(πd). It can be seen that the fre-
quency modulated waveform disturbance 402 includes
two characteristic frequencies, a relatively large frequen-
cy, e.g. carrier frequency, corresponding to wavelength
λc, and a smaller frequency, e.g. modulation frequency,
corresponding to wavelength, λm. For the specific distur-
bance waveform example shown in Fig. 5, the modulation
frequency is a carrier frequency subharmonic, and in par-
ticular, the modulation frequency is about a third of the
carrier frequency. With this waveform, Fig. 5 illustrates
that each period of the disturbance waveform corre-
sponding to the carrier wavelength, λc produces a droplet
and the resulting droplets are initially spaced by one car-
rier wavelength, λc. Fig. 5 also illustrates that the droplets
coalesce together, resulting in a stream of larger droplets
44, with one larger droplet for each period of the distur-
bance waveform corresponding to the modulation wave-
length, λm. It can also be seen that the resulting coa-
lesced droplets are spaced by one modulation wave-
length, λm. Like the amplitude modulated disturbance
(i.e. Fig. 4), initial relative velocity components are im-
parted on the droplets by the frequency modulated wave-
form disturbance 402 and are responsible for the droplet
coalescence.
[0032] Although Figs. 4 and 5 show and discuss ar-
rangements having two characteristic frequencies, with
Fig. 4 illustrating an amplitude modulated disturbance
having two characteristic frequencies and Fig. 5 illustrat-

ing a frequency modulated disturbance having two fre-
quencies, it is to be appreciated that more than two char-
acteristic frequencies may be employed and that the
modulation may be either angular modulation (i.e. fre-
quency or phase modulation), amplitude modulation or
combinations thereof.
[0033] Fig. 6 shows photographs of tin droplets ob-
tained using an apparatus similar to Fig. 2D with an orifice
diameter of about 70mm, stream velocity of - 30 m/s, for
a single frequency, non-modulated waveform distur-
bance having a frequency of 100kHz (top photo); a fre-
quency modulated waveform disturbance having a car-
rier frequency of 100kHz and a modulating frequency of
10kHz of a relatively strong modulation depth (second
from top photo); a frequency modulated waveform dis-
turbance having a carrier frequency of 100kHz and a
modulating frequency of 10kHz of a relatively weak mod-
ulation depth (third from top photo); a frequency modu-
lated waveform disturbance having a carrier frequency
of 100kHz and a modulating frequency of 15kHz (fourth
from top photo) a frequency modulated waveform distur-
bance having a carrier frequency of 100kHz and a mod-
ulating frequency of 20kHz (bottom photo).
[0034] These photographs indicate that tin droplets
having a diameter of about 265 mm can be produced that
are spaced apart by about 3.14 mm, a spacing which
cannot be realized at this droplet size and repetition rate
using a single frequency, non-modulated waveform dis-
turbance.
[0035] Measurements conducted using the droplet
photos indicated a timing jitter of about 0.14% of a mod-
ulation period which is substantially less than the jitter
observed under similar conditions using a single frequen-
cy, non-modulated waveform disturbance. This effect is
achieved by averaging the individual droplets instabilities
over a number of coalescing droplets.
[0036] Fig. 7 shows a droplet pattern 600 produced
using a modulated, e.g. multiple frequency, disturbance
waveform (see also Fig. 6 fourth photo from top). As
shown, at a selected distance from orifice 604. As shown,
this droplet pattern in which droplet pairs reach the irra-
diation region allows droplet 608a to establish an EUV
emitting plasma upon irradiation by the laser 22’ while
droplet 608b shields subsequent droplet pair 610 from
plasma debris.
[0037] Fig. 8 illustrates a droplet pattern 700 achieva-
ble using a modulated .g. multiple frequency, distur-
bance waveform in which droplet pairs reach the irradi-
ation region with a first droplet 702a reflecting light into
a self-directing laser system 704 to initiate a laser oscil-
lation output a laser beam which irradiates the second
droplet 702b to produce an EUV emitting plasma.
[0038] Self-directing laser system 704 is more fully de-
scribed in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial
Number 11/580,414 filed on October 13, 2006 entitled,
DRIVE LASER DELIVERY SYSTEMS FOR EUV LIGHT
SOURCE, Attorney Docket Number 2006-0025-01, see
in particular, Fig. 5. Although the following describes a
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laser system 704 corresponding to Fig. 5 of the
11/580,414 patent application, it is to be appreciated that
this description is equally applicable to the other self-
directed lasers disclosed in the 11/580,414 patent appli-
cation (i.e. Figs. 6-16.)
[0039] Continuing with Fig. 8, it can be seen that the
self directing laser system 704 may include an optical
amplifier 706a,b,c. For example, the optical amplifier 706
may be a CW pumped, multiple chamber, CO2 laser am-
plifier amplifying light at a wavelength of 10.6 mm and
having a relatively high two-pass gain (e.g. a two pass
gain of about 1,000,000). As further shown, the amplifier
706 may include a chain of amplifier chambers 706a-c,
arranged in series, each chamber having its own active
media and excitation source, e.g. electrodes.
[0040] In use, the first droplet 702a of target material
is placed on a trajectory passing through or near a beam
path 710 extending through the amplifier 706. Sponta-
neously emitted photons from the amplifier 706 may be
scattered by the droplet and some scattered photons may
be placed on path 710 where they travel though the am-
plifier 706. As shown, an optic 708 may be positioned to
receive the photons on path 710 from the amplifier 706
and direct the beam back through the amplifier 706 for
subsequent interaction with the second droplet 702b to
produce an EUV light emitting plasma. For this arrange-
ment, the optic 708 may be, for example, a flat mirror,
curved mirror, phase-conjugate mirror or corner reflector.
An optical element 714, e.g., lens may be positioned to
collimate light entering the amplifier 706 from the droplet
and focus light traveling from the amplifier 706 to the
droplet. An optional optical delay 716 may be provided
to establish the required time delay between the when
the first and second droplets reach the irradiation region.
On advantage of using different droplets to 1) establish
the optical oscillator and 2) generate an EUV emitting
plasma is that the size of the droplets may be independ-
ently optimized for their specific function (i.e. reflection
versus plasma production).
[0041] Reference to an element in the following Claims
in the singular is not intended to mean nor shall it mean
in interpreting such Claim element "one and only one"
unless explicitly so stated, but rather "one or more".

Claims

1. A device comprising:
a plasma generating system comprising a source
(92) of target material droplets and a laser (22) ar-
ranged for producing a beam irradiating the droplets
at an irradiation region to form a plasma, the plasma
producing EUV radiation, wherein the droplet source
comprises a fluid (96) exiting an orifice (98) and a
sub-system arranged for producing a disturbance in
the fluid, the disturbance comprising at least two dis-
turbance frequencies, and characterized in that the
sub-system comprises at least two electro-actuata-

ble elements (124, 126) arranged for operating at
the respective disturbance frequencies.

2. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the distur-
bance comprises a frequency modulated distur-
bance waveform (402).

3. A device as recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein the dis-
turbance comprises an amplitude modulated distur-
bance waveform (302).

4. A device as recited in any one of the claims 1 - 3,
wherein the disturbance comprises a carrier wave
having a carrier wave frequency and a modulation
wave having a frequency comprising a carrier wave
frequency subharmonic.

5. A device as recited in claim 1 wherein the laser is a
pulsed laser having a pulse repetition rate and the
disturbance comprises a modulated disturbance
waveform having a modulated frequency equal to
said pulse repetition rate.

6. A device as recited in any one of the claims 1 -5,
comprising: a means for forcing a fluid through the
orifice, and the at least two electro-actuable ele-
ments being arranged to be operable on the fluid to
generate a first droplet and a second droplet, the first
droplet having a different initial velocity than the sec-
ond droplet causing the first and second droplet to
coalesce together prior to reaching the irradiation
region.

7. A device as recited in claim 6 wherein the at least
two electro-actuable elements are arranged to be
operable on the fluid to generate a third droplet hav-
ing an initial velocity to cause the first, second and
third droplets to coalesce together prior to reaching
the irradiation region.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung, umfassend:

eine Plasmaerzeugungsvorrichtung, enthaltend
eine Quelle (92) von Zielmaterialtröpfchen und
einen Laser (22), der dazu eingerichtet ist einen
Strahl zu erzeugen, der die Tröpfchen in einem
Abstrahlbereich abstrahlt, um ein Plasma zu er-
zeugen, wobei das Plasma eine EUV-Strahlung
erzeugt, wobei die Tröpfchenquelle ein Fluid
(96) umfasst, das aus einer Öffnung (98) austritt,
und
ein Subsystem, das dazu eingerichtet ist eine
Störung in dem Fluid zu erzeugen, wobei die
Störung wenigstens zwei Störfrequenzen um-
fasst,
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und dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das Subsystem wenigstens zwei elektrisch be-
tätigbare Elemente (124, 126) umfasst, die dazu
eingerichtet sind, mit den entsprechenden Stör-
frequenzen zu arbeiten.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei der die Störung
eine frequenzmodulierte Störungswellenform (402)
umfasst.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei der die Stö-
rung eine amplitudenmodulierte Störwellenform
(320) umfasst.

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, bei
der die Störung eine Trägerwelle, die eine Träger-
wellenfrequenz hat, und eine Modulationswelle um-
fasst, die eine Frequenz hat, die eine Trägerwellen-
frequenz-Subharmonische umfasst.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei der der Laser ein
gepulster Laser ist, der eine Impulswiederholrate
hat, und die Störung eine modulierte Störwellenform
umfasst, die eine modulierte Frequenz aufweist, die
gleich der Impulswiederholrate ist.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, um-
fassend: eine Einrichtung zum Drücken des Fluids
durch die Öffnung und die wenigstens zwei elek-
trisch betätigbaren Elemente, die dazu eingerichtet
sind auf das Fluid einzuwirken, um ein erstes Tröpf-
chen und ein zweites Tröpfchen zu erzeugen, wobei
das erste Tröpfchen eine andere Anfangsgeschwin-
digkeit als das zweite Tröpfchen hat, wodurch be-
wirkt wird, dass des erste und das zweite Tröpfchen
ineinanderfließen, bevor sie den Abstrahlbereich er-
reichen.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, bei der die wenigstens
zwei elektrisch betätigbaren Elemente dazu einge-
richtet sind, auf das Fluid einzuwirken, um ein drittes
Tröpfchen zu erzeugen, das eine Anfangsgeschwin-
digkeit hat, die bewirkt, dass das erste, das zweite
und das dritte Tröpfchen ineinanderfließen, bevor
sie den Abstrahlbereich erreichen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif comprenant :
un système de production de plasma comprenant
une source (92) de gouttelettes de matériau cible et
un laser (22) disposé pour produire un faisceau ir-
radiant les gouttelettes au niveau d’une région d’ir-
radiation pour former un plasma, le plasma produi-
sant le rayonnement EUV, la source de gouttelettes
comprenant un liquide (96) sortant d’un orifice (98)
et un sous-système configuré pour produire une per-

turbation dans le liquide, la perturbation comprenant
au moins deux fréquences de perturbation, et ca-
ractérisé en ce que le sous-système comprend au
moins deux éléments pouvant être électro-actionnés
(124, 126) configurés pour fonctionner aux fréquen-
ces de perturbation respectives.

2. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon la revendication 1, la
perturbation comprenant une onde de forme de per-
turbation modulée en fréquence (402).

3. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon la revendication 1 ou
2, la perturbation comprenant une onde de forme de
perturbation modulée en amplitude (302).

4. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 3, la perturbation comprenant une
onde porteuse ayant une fréquence d’onde porteuse
et une onde de modulation ayant une fréquence
comprenant une sous-harmonique de fréquence
d’onde porteuse.

5. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon la revendication 1, le
laser étant un laser pulsé ayant un taux de répétition
d’impulsion et la perturbation comprenant une forme
d’onde de perturbation modulée ayant une fréquen-
ce modulée égale audit taux de répétition d’impul-
sion.

6. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 5, comprenant :

un moyen de forcer un liquide à travers l’orifice,
et
lesdits deux éléments pouvant être électro-ac-
tionnés étant disposés pour pouvoir fonctionner
sur le liquide afin de générer une première gout-
telette et une seconde gouttelette, la première
gouttelette ayant une vélocité initiale différente
de la seconde gouttelette amenant la première
et la seconde gouttelette à coalescer ensemble
avant d’atteindre la région d’irradiation.

7. Dispositif tel qu’énoncé selon la revendication 6, les-
dits deux éléments pouvant être électro-actionnés
étant disposés pour pouvoir fonctionner sur le liquide
afin de générer une troisième gouttelette ayant une
vélocité initiale pour amener la première, la seconde
et la troisième gouttelette à coalescer ensemble
avant d’atteindre la région d’irradiation.

15 16 



EP 2 167 193 B1

10



EP 2 167 193 B1

11



EP 2 167 193 B1

12



EP 2 167 193 B1

13



EP 2 167 193 B1

14



EP 2 167 193 B1

15



EP 2 167 193 B1

16

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 82780307 A [0001]
• US 35898806 A [0001] [0029]
• US 06712405 A [0001] [0029]
• US 17444305 A [0001] [0029]
• US 35899206 A [0001]
• US 17429905 A [0001] [0022]
• US 40621606 A [0001] [0024]
• US 58041406 A [0001] [0022] [0038]
• US 64415306 A [0001]
• US 50517706 A [0001] [0024]
• US 45255806 A [0001]
• US 6928093 B, Webb [0001]
• US 39451206 A [0001]
• US 13800105 A [0001]

• US 14121602 A [0001]
• US 6693939 B [0001]
• US 6625191 B, Knowles  [0001] [0023]
• US 012002 A [0001]
• US 6549551 B, Ness  [0001] [0023]
• US 848043 A [0001]
• US 6567450 B, Myers  [0001] [0023]
• US 943343 A [0001]
• US 50992506 A [0001]
• US 6855943 B [0008]
• US 7173267 B [0013]
• US 2003223542 A [0014]
• US 11580414 B [0038]

Non-patent literature cited in the description

• G. BRENN ; U. LACKERMEIER. Drop Formation
From A Vibrating Orifice Generator Driven By Mod-
ulated Electrical Signals. Phys. Fluids, 1997, vol. 9,
3658 [0011]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	cited references

