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(54) Method to vent air from a cam phaser with a center mounted spool valve

(57) A variable camshaft phase adjustment device
(phaser) for an internal combustion engine having at
least one camshaft. The phaser has a housing having
an outer circumference for accepting a drive force, and
a rotor connected to a camshaft coaxially located within
the housing. The housing and the rotor are capable of
rotation to shift the relative angular position of the cam-
shaft and the crankshaft. The spool valve comprising a

spool slidably mounted within a bore in the rotor. In the
spool a chamber is present that has an input communi-
cating with the bore the spool is mounted in, an output
communicating with the outside, and an air flow restric-
tion. Hydraulic fluid from the input communicating with
the bore is prevented from communicating with the out-
side by the air flow restriction. The air flow restriction is
either in the input communicating with the bore or the
output communicating with the outside.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention pertains to the field of variable
camshaft timing systems. More particularly, the inven-
tion pertains to a vent mechanism for venting air out of
a variable camshaft timing system.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

[0002] Internal combustion engines have employed
various mechanisms to vary the angle between the cam-
shaft and the crankshaft for improved engine perform-
ance or reduced emissions. The majority of these vari-
able camshaft timing (VCT) mechanisms use one or
more "vane phasers" on the engine camshaft (or cam-
shafts, in a multiple-camshaft engine). In most cases,
the phasers have a rotor with one or more vanes, mount-
ed to the end of the camshaft, surrounded by a housing
with the vane chambers into which the vanes fit. It is
possible to have the vanes mounted to the rotor, and the
chambers in the housing, as well. The housing's outer
circumference forms the sprocket, pulley or gear ac-
cepting drive, usually from the camshaft (typically a
chain, belt or gears). The phaser operates using engine
oil as the working fluid, introduced into the oil chambers
on either side of vanes, so as to rotate the camshaft an-
gularly relative to the drive from the crankshaft.
[0003] Since phasers cannot be perfectly sealed they
are subject to the introduction of air into the system.
When air is present in a phaser it can cause rattling of
the vane, an inability to hold phase angle, and an overall
sluggish response. In the prior art, air that is present in
the system is compressed in the vane chamber by
torque reversals or is allowed to leak out through seals.
The prior art does not provide an effective, efficient way
in which to remove air present in the phaser.
[0004] In a variable cam timing (VCT) system, the tim-
ing gear on the camshaft is replaced by a variable angle
coupling known as a "phaser," having a rotor connected
to the camshaft and a housing connected to (or forming)
the timing gear, which allows the camshaft to rotate in-
dependently of the timing gear, within angular limits, to
change the relative timing of the camshaft and crank-
shaft. The term "phaser," as used here, includes the
housing and the rotor, and all of the parts to control the
relative angular position of the housing and rotor, allow-
ing the timing of the camshaft to be offset from the crank-
shaft. In any of the multiple-camshaft engines, it will be
understood that there would be one phaser on each
camshaft, as is known to the art.
[0005] There are three common types of phasers:
Cam Torque Actuated (CTA), Oil Pressure Actuated
(OPA), and Torsion or Torque Assist (TA). In a CTA
phaser, the variable cam timing system uses torque re-
versals in the camshaft caused by the forces of opening
and closing engine valves to move the vane. Control

valves are present to allow fluid flow from chamber to
chamber causing the vane to move, or to stop the flow
of oil, locking the vane in position. The CTA phaser has
oil input to make up for losses due to leakage but does
not use engine oil pressure to move the phaser.
[0006] In OPA or TA phasers, the engine oil pressure
is applied to one side of the vane or the other, in the
retard or advance chamber, to move the vane. The TA
phaser adds check valves either one in each supply line
to each chamber or one in the engine oil supply line to
the spool valve. The check valves block oil pressure
pulses due to torque reversals from propagating back
into the oil system, and stop the vane from moving back-
ward due to torque reversals. Motion of the vane due to
forward torque effects is permitted.
[0007] In all three phasers, OPA, CTA, and TA, a spool
valve controls the oil that is allowed to enter and exit
from the vane chambers. The spool controls the exit and
entry of oil by the placement of its lands. The position
of the spool is controlled by a force solenoid which may
be mechanical, electrical, or variable, or a differential
pressure control system (DPCS). The spool valve is in-
fluenced towards the force solenoid by a spring. The
spool valve commonly is in a bore in the rotor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] A variable camshaft phase adjustment device
(phaser) for an internal combustion engine having at
least one camshaft. The phaser has a housing having
an outer circumference for accepting a drive force, and
a rotor connected to a camshaft coaxially located within
the housing. The housing and the rotor are capable of
rotation to shift the relative angular position of the cam-
shaft and the crankshaft. The spool valve comprising a
spool slidably mounted within a bore in the rotor. In the
spool a chamber is present that has an input communi-
cating with the bore the spool is mounted in, an output
communicating with the outside, and an air flow restric-
tion. Hydraulic fluid from the input communicating with
the bore is prevented from communicating with the out-
side by the air flow restriction. The air flow restriction is
either in the input communicating with the bore or the
output communicating with the outside.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

[0009]

Fig. 1 shows a schematic of an air venting mecha-
nism for venting air from a center mounted
spool valve.

Fig. 2 shows a schematic of an alternate air venting
mechanism for venting air from a center
mounted spool valve.

Fig. 3 shows a schematic of another air venting
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mechanism.

Fig. 4 shows a schematic of another alternate air
venting mechanism for venting air from a cent-
er mounted spool valve.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Figure 1 shows the spool valve of a variable
cam timing phaser. The spool valve (109) is centrally
located in the rotor (not shown). The spool valve (109)
is made up of a cylindrical member (112) and spool
(104), which is slidable to and fro. The spool (104) has
cylindrical lands (104a) and (104b) on opposed ends
thereof. The lands (104a)(104b) fit snugly within the
member (112) and are positioned such that the lands
(104a)(104b) block the entry/exit of hydraulic fluid from
inlet lines (111) (113), respectively when the phaser is
in null position, as shown in figures 1, 2 and 4. The po-
sition of the spool relative to inlet lines (111)(113) is in-
fluenced by spring (116) and an actuator (103). The hy-
draulic fluid in the inlet lines is preferably engine oil.
[0011] Within the spool (104) a hollow central cham-
ber (206) is present. The hollow central chamber is con-
nected to a vent passage (208). The vent passage runs
vertically from the hollow central chamber radially out.
As the spool (104) spins hydraulic fluid, which is heavier
than air is moved to the outer circumference of spool
valve (109) to cavity (114) for example. The air present
in the spool valve (109), which is lighter than the hydrau-
lic fluid is pushed into the center chamber (206). The
hydraulic fluid is introduced into the spool valve (109)
by supply line (210).
[0012] Within the center chamber (206), a check valve
(200) and a plug (110) are present. The plug (110) is
located at the end of the center chamber, which is clos-
est to spring (116). The plug (110) fits snugly within the
central chamber (206). The check valve (200), opposite
the plug (110), has an annular seat (200a) to permit the
flow of air from the center chamber (206) to the vent pas-
sage (208) which leads outside of the variable camshaft
timing system. The flow of air into the system from the
vent passage (208) into the center chamber (206) is
blocked by ball (200c), which is resiliently urged against
seat (200a). The check valve (200) also prevents the
flow of hydraulic fluid from the center chamber (206) (if
any is present) to the vent passage (208). When the en-
gine is turned off the check valve (200) is closed and
prevents the flow out of the vent passage (208). When
the engine is running the check valve (200) is open and
significantly hinders the flow to minimize oil leakage.
Therefore, the check valve (200) allows the venting or
escape of air in one direction, namely air trapped in the
central chamber (206) which is relieved by the vent pas-
sage (208), removing sluggishness, rattling, and any in-
ability to maintain phase angle.
[0013] The check valve (200) preferably has an open-
ing pressure of 2 to 3 psi less than the minimum pres-

sure required for the operation of the locking pin of the
phaser. For example, if the locking pin of the variable
camshaft timing system releases at 6 psi, the opening
pressure of the check valve (200) would preferably be
3 psi. The opening pressure of the check valve (200)
ensures that the check valve (200) will open and vent
air before the locking pin is released. Therefore, when
the engine is first started, the air that is trapped in the
oil galley will escape out the check valve (200) until hy-
draulic fluid fills the phaser and generates enough pres-
sure to lease the locking pin.
[0014] Figure 2 shows an alternative embodiment. In
the central chamber (206) of the spool (104) a sintered
metal plug (300) and plug (110) are present. The hollow
central chamber (206) of the spool (104) is connected
to vent passage (208), which leads to outside of the var-
iable camshaft timing system. The plug (110) is located
at the end of the center chamber (206), which is closest
to spring (116). The plug (110) fits snugly within the cen-
tral chamber (206). The sintered metal plug (300) of this
embodiment is used in place of the check valve (200) in
the previous embodiment. The sintered metal plug (300)
is porous allowing air to escape through the vent pas-
sage (208). The pores of the sintered metal plug (300)
are preferably small enough to significantly hinder hy-
draulic fluid from escaping through the sintered metal
plug (300) to the vent passage (208). As the spool (104)
spins, hydraulic fluid, which is heavier than air is moved
to the outer circumference of spool valve (109) to cavity
(114) as an example. The air present in the spool valve
(109), which is lighter than the hydraulic fluid is pushed
into the center chamber (206). From the center chamber
(206), the air moves through the pores of the sintered
metal plug (300) to the vent passage (208), where the
air is vented from the variable camshaft timing system.
[0015] Figure 3 shows another venting mechanism for
a center mounted spool valve. The central chamber of
the spool contains a tortuous path vent plug (400) and
plug (110). Plug (110) is located at the end of the center
chamber (206), which is closest to spring (116). The plug
(110) fits snugly within the central chamber (206). Op-
posite plug (110) is tortuous path vent plug (400). The
tortuous path vent plug (400) allows air to pass through
the tortuous path vent plug (400) into the vent passage
(208), and significantly hinders the flow of hydraulic fluid
through the plug. The tortuous path vent plug (400) may
be a barrel screw type, a plastic disk with a spiral path
on the face, or other similar materials with a small path
present. A schematic of the contents of the central
chamber (206) are shown in Figure 3.
[0016] As the spool (104) spins, hydraulic fluid, which
is heavier than air is moved to the outer circumference
of spool valve (109) to cavity (114) as an example. The
air present in the spool valve (109), which is lighter than
the hydraulic fluid is pushed into the center chamber
(206). From the center chamber (206), the air moves
through the tortuous plug (400) to the vent passage
(208), where the air is vented from the variable camshaft
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timing system.
[0017] Figure 4 shows another venting mechanism for
a centrally mounted spool valve. The spool valve (109)
is centrally located in the rotor (not shown). The spool
valve (109) is made up of a cylindrical member (112)
and spool (104), which is slidable to and fro. The spool
(104) has cylindrical lands (104a) and (104b) on op-
posed ends thereof. The lands (104a)(104b) fit snugly
within the member (112) and are positioned such that
the lands (104a)(104b) block the entry/exit of hydraulic
fluid from inlet lines (111)(113), respectively when the
phaser is in null position as shown in Figure 4. The po-
sition of the spool relative to inlet lines (111)(113) is in-
fluenced by spring (116) and force solenoid (103).
[0018] Within the center of the spool (104) is thin pas-
sage (510) that runs the entire center width of the spool
(104). Running vertically through the spool valve is a
vent passage (520). The vent passage (520) intersects
the thin passage (510) running the center width of the
spool (104). The vent passage (520) is prevented from
running the entire horizontal length of the spool (104) by
plug (110) which prevents the entry of hydraulic fluid into
the area around spring (116). The thin passage (510)
contains a wire (500) that is several thousands of an inch
smaller than the diameter of the thin passage (510), in
order to allow air present in the system to have a pas-
sage into the center of the spool. As the spool (104)
spins, hydraulic fluid, which is heavier than air is moved
to the outer circumference of spool valve (109) to cavity
(114) as an example. The air present in the spool valve
(109), which is lighter than the hydraulic fluid is pushed
through the thin passage (510) containing the wire (500)
to the vent passage (520). From the vent passage (520),
the air is vented out of the system.
[0019] The figures show a schematic of an OPA or TA
phaser at null position. The above embodiments may
easily be applied by one skilled in the art to a CTA
phaser. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the em-
bodiments of the invention herein described are merely
illustrative of the application of the principles of the in-
vention. Reference herein to details of the illustrated
embodiments is not intended to limit the scope of the
claims, which themselves recite those features regard-
ed as essential to the invention.

Claims

1. A phaser for an internal combustion engine having
at least one camshaft comprising:

a housing having an outer circumference for ac-
cepting drive force;

a rotor for connection to a camshaft coaxially
located within the housing and capable of rota-
tion to shift the relative angular position of the
housing and the rotor;

a spool valve comprising a spool slidably
mounted within in a bore in the rotor; and

a chamber having an input communicating with
the bore, an output communicating with the out-
side, and an air flow restriction, such that hy-
draulic fluid from the input communicating with
bore is prevented from communicating with the
outside by the air flow restriction.

2. The phaser of claim 1, wherein the input communi-
cating to the bore contains the air flow restriction.

3. The phaser of claim 1 or 2, wherein the air flow re-
striction is a check valve.

4. The phaser of claim 1 or 2, wherein the air flow re-
striction is a porous plug.

5. The phaser of claim 4, wherein the porous plug is
metal.

6. The phaser of claim 4, wherein the porous plug con-
tains pores that are substantially small in size pre-
venting the entry of hydraulic fluid in the pores.

7. The phaser of claim 1 or 2, wherein the air flow re-
striction is a tortuous path vent plug.

8. The phaser of claim 7, wherein the tortuous path
vent plug is a barrel screw.

9. The phaser of claim 7, wherein the tortuous path
vent plug is a disk having a tortuous path on a face.

10. The phaser of claim 1, wherein the output commu-
nicating with the outside contains the air flow restric-
tion.

11. The phaser of claim 1, 2 or 10, wherein air flow re-
striction is a wiggle wire.

12. The phaser of any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein
the hydraulic fluid is engine oil.
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