
J  
E u r o p a i s c h e s P —   MM  II  II  II  II  Ml  II  I  MINI  I  II  I  II 
European  Patent  Office   ̂ _  _  

j  ©  Publication  number:  0  4 8 8   4 9 5   B 1  
Office  europeen  des  brevets 

E U R O P E A N   PATENT  S P E C I F I C A T I O N  

©  Date  of  publication  of  patent  specification:  07.06.95  ©  Int.  CI.6:  B65D  7 5 / 5 8  

©  Application  number:  91306711.2 

@  Date  of  filing:  23.07.91 

©  Improved  fluid  dispenser. 

00 

m  

00 
00 

®  Priority:  30.11.90  US  620280 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
03.06.92  Bulletin  92/23 

©  Publication  of  the  grant  of  the  patent: 
07.06.95  Bulletin  95/23 

©  Designated  Contracting  States: 
DE  ES  FR  GB  IT 

References  cited: 
EP-A-  0  078  761 
US-A-  3  601  252 
US-A-  4  759  472 

FR-A-  2  255  224 
US-A-  3  757  782 
US-A-  5  035  348 

©  Proprietor:  INSTITUTE  GUILFOYLE 
26  Brighton  Street 
Belmont, 
Massachusetts  (US) 

@  Inventor:  Selfert,  Robert  P. 
RR  No.  2,  Box  311 
Wolfeboro, 
New  Hampshire  03894  (US) 

Representative:  Godwin,  Edgar  James  et  al 
MARKS  &  CLERK, 
57-60  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
London  WC2A  3LS  (GB) 

Note:  Within  nine  months  from  the  publication  of  the  mention  of  the  grant  of  the  European  patent,  any  person ®  may  give  notice  to  the  European  Patent  Office  of  opposition  to  the  European  patent  granted.  Notice  of  opposition 
CL  shall  be  filed  in  a  written  reasoned  statement.  It  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  been  filed  until  the  opposition  fee 
LU  has  been  paid  (Art.  99(1)  European  patent  convention). 

Rank  Xerox  (UK)  Business  Services 
(3.  10/3.09/3.3.3) 



1 EP  0  488  495  B1 2 

Description 

Disposable,  flexible  plastic  or  glass  fluid  dis- 
pensers  are  currently  used  to  dispense  all  sorts  of 
liquid,  or  liquid-like,  substances.  For  example,  take- 
out  food  restaurants  offer  ketchup  and  mustard  to 
their  customers  in  disposable  plastic  dispensers 
which  resemble  rectangular  pouches,  and  cosmetic 
manufacturers  offer  their  customers  one-application 
samples  of  various  products  such  as  shampoo, 
moisturizer,  etc.,  in  disposable  plastic  or  glass  dis- 
pensers.  Similarly,  pharmaceutical  companies  dis- 
tribute  medications,  such  as  liquid  vitamins  or  oint- 
ments,  in  disposable  one-dosage  dispensers. 

The  user  opens  the  dispensers  by  splitting, 
cutting  or  puncturing  them.  Depending  on  the  de- 
sign  of  the  dispenser,  the  user  may  open  it  by 
cutting  or  ripping  off  a  particular  section  of  it, 
typically  along  a  perforation,  puncturing  it  with  a 
sharp  object,  or  squeezing  it  until  it  pops  open. 
Often,  when  a  user  rips  the  dispenser  along  a 
perforation,  he  or  she  simply  pulls  off  a  section  of 
the  dispenser  without  opening  it.  The  user  then 
must  squeeze  the  dispenser  to  further  split  it,  all 
the  while  hoping  that  the  contents  of  the  dispenser 
do  not  spray  out  in  all  directions  through  the  per- 
forations. 

A  user  who  attempts  to  open  a  dispenser  by 
puncturing  it  may  end  up  spewing  the  contents  in 
unpredictable  and  often  uncontrollable  directions. 
For  example,  a  user  attempting  to  puncture  a  dis- 
penser  at  a  particular  spot  may  inadvertently 
squeeze  the  dispenser  with  enough  force  to  split  it 
at  a  different,  and  often  unexpected,  spot.  The 
contents  of  the  dispenser  may  then  spill  out 
through  the  split.  Many  take-out  food  customers 
share  the  experience  of  inadvertently  splitting  a 
ketchup  dispenser  and  spilling  the  ketchup  all  over 
themselves.  If,  instead  of  ketchup,  the  dispenser 
contains  a  liquid  medication  or  a  reactive  chemical, 
the  consequences  of  spraying  the  contents  may  be 
serious.  What  is  needed  is  a  disposable  dispenser 
which  opens  at  a  predictable  spot  in  a  predictable 
manner. 

The  unpredictable  dispensers  present  users 
with  a  second,  related  problem,  namely,  the  prob- 
lem  of  controlling  the  amount  of  liquid  which 
emerges  from  the  dispenser  once  it  is  opened.  For 
example,  when  a  user  squeezes  a  dispenser  to 
open  it,  he  or  she  may  squeeze  with  enough  force 
to  cause  a  relatively  large  amount  of  fluid  to  spurt 
out  of  the  dispenser  through  the  opening.  Similarly, 
once  the  dispenser  is  opened,  a  later  squeeze  may 
result  in  the  dispensing  of  a  large  amount  of  the 
fluid  when  the  person  squeezing  the  dispenser 
requires  only  a  small  amount.  What  is  needed  is  a 
dispenser  which  releases  its  liquid  contents  in  a 
controllable  manner. 

EP-A-0  078  761  discloses  a  flexible  vessel 
having  a  top  wall  and  a  bottom  wall  which  are 
connected  together  by  a  peripheral  seal.  When  the 
vessel  is  squeezed,  the  forces  resulting  from  pres- 

5  sure  generated  in  the  fluid  are  concentrated  in  a 
region  of  the  peripheral  seal  so  that  the  seal  gradu- 
ally  ruptures  (between  the  top  wall  and  the  bottom 
wall)  from  the  inside  outwards,  thereby  allowing  the 
fluid  to  escape  through  the  seal.  However,  this 

io  does  not  overcome  all  the  problems  mentioned 
above. 

The  present  invention  provides  a  fluid  dispens- 
er  comprising  a  flexible  vessel  for  containing  a 
fluid,  the  vessel  including  a  top  wall  and  a  bottom 

75  wall,  and  means  comprising  a  seal  for  concentrat- 
ing  in  a  region  thereof  forces  resulting  from  pres- 
sure  generated  in  the  fluid  by  applying  a  force  to 
the  vessel,  the  seal  sealing  the  top  wall  to  the 
bottom  wall,  characterised  in  that  the  vessel  is 

20  sufficiently  strong  that  the  top  wall  or  the  bottom 
wall,  whichever  is  the  weaker  at  the  seal,  ruptures 
at  the  region  of  concentration  in  response  to  the 
applied  force  to  form  an  opening  in  the  said  wall, 
through  which  opening  the  fluid  is  dispersed. 

25  Accordingly,  when  a  user  squeezes  the  vessel 
to  open  it,  the  vessel  wall  itself  opens,  or  ruptures, 
at  the  force-focusing  seal  in  the  region  of  the  seal 
in  which  the  force  is  focused.  The  vessel  thus  has 
a  predictable,  restricted  failure  point. 

30  In  a  first  embodiment,  the  vessel  includes  at 
one  end  an  inwardly-pointing  "V-shaped"  seal.  The 
apex  of  the  V-shaped  seal  points  toward  the  center 
of  the  vessel.  When  a  user  squeezes  the  vessel  to 
open  it,  the  resulting  forces  generated  inside  the 

35  vessel  are  focused  at  the  apex  of  the  inwardly- 
pointing  V-shaped  seal.  The  focused  pressure 
shears  the  vessel  wall,  at  the  apex,  to  create  an 
opening  which  is  approximately  the  size  of  the 
apex.  When  the  vessel  wall  opens,  the  pressure  in 

40  the  vessel  is  released,  and  the  vessel  contents 
may  be  poured  or  forced  out  through  the  opening. 

Another  dispenser  embodying  the  invention  in- 
cludes  a  force-focusing  seal  which  has  a  periphery 
which  is  smaller  than  the  periphery  of  the  vessel  at 

45  the  same  location.  The  seal  thus  focuses  forces 
generated  in  the  vessel  over  the  area  of  the  seal. 
When  a  user  squeezes  this  vessel  to  open  it,  the 
vessel  wall  ruptures  at  the  force-focusing  seal,  and 
the  opening  is  approximately  the  size  of  the  seal. 

50  A  shield  may  be  attached  to  the  vessel  to 
direct  the  fluid  released  from  the  vessel  in  a  par- 
ticular  direction.  A  shield  is  particularly  useful  when 
the  vessel  houses  sterile  or  toxic  fluids,  because  a 
user  need  not  come  in  contact  with  the  fluid  to 

55  direct  it  to  a  desired  target. 
The  various  seals  may  be  formed  using  any 

conventional  sealing  method.  However,  ultra-sonic 
sealing  is  the  preferred  method  of  forming  the 
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force-focusing  seal.  To  form  this  seal,  a  sealing 
mechanism  presses  together  corresponding  sec- 
tions  of  each  side  of  the  vessel  between  dies 
configured  to  shape  the  seal  as  desired.  The  seal- 
ing  mechanism  then  applies  to  the  vessel  sufficient 
energy  to  cause  the  vessel  walls  between  the  dies 
to  vibrate  and  heat.  The  vessel  material  melts  and, 
when  the  energy  is  no  longer  applied,  the  vessel 
walls  fuse  together  to  form  the  seal. 

The  material  on  the  side  to  which  the  energy  is 
applied  melts  more  than  the  material  on  the  other 
side.  Accordingly,  one  side  of  the  vessel  flattens 
and  thins  more  than  the  other,  and  the  seal  thus 
has  one  side  which  is  weaker  than  the  other.  When 
a  user  squeezes  the  vessel  to  open  it,  the  weaker 
seal  wall  ruptures.  The  pressure  in  the  vessel  is 
then  released,  through  the  opening,  and  the  re- 
mainder  of  the  seal  and  the  vessel  walls  remain 
intact. 

For  a  more  complete  understanding  of  the  fea- 
tures,  advantages,  and  objects  of  the  invention, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  following  detailed 
description  and  the  accompanying  drawings,  in 
which: 

Fig.  1  is  an  illustration  of  a  dispenser  con- 
structed  in  accordance  with  a  first  embodiment 
of  the  invention; 
Fig.  2  is  an  illustration  of  a  dispenser  con- 
structed  in  accordance  with  a  second  embodi- 
ment  of  the  invention; 
Fig.  3  is  an  illustration  of  the  dispenser  of  Fig.  1 
with  a  saturable  covering  on  one  end; 
Fig.  4  is  an  illustration  of  the  dispenser  of  Fig.  3 
with  an  attached  shield;  and 
Fig.  5  is  an  illustration  of  another  embodiment  of 
a  dispenser  with  a  shield. 
As  shown  in  Fig.  1,  a  dispenser  10  constructed 

in  accordance  with  a  first  embodiment  of  the  inven- 
tion  includes  a  vessel  12  having  a  substantially 
linear  seal  14  at  an  end  15  and  an  inwardly- 
pointing  "V-shaped"  seal  16  at  an  opposite  end  17. 
The  inwardly-pointing  V-shaped  seal  16  is  oriented 
such  that  the  seal  apex  18  points  toward  the  sub- 
stantially  linear  seal  14.  The  dispenser  10  is  made 
of  a  relatively  flexible  substance,  for  example,  a 
plastic  such  as  polyethylene. 

The  seals  14  and  16  may  be  formed  using  any 
conventional  sealing  technology.  However,  a  pre- 
ferred  method  of  forming  the  seal  is  to  use  an 
ultra-sonic  sealer.  The  sealer  uses  dies  in  the 
shape  of  the  desired  seal  to  apply  pressure  to  a 
top  side  and  a  bottom  side  of  the  vessel,  that  is, 
the  sealer  presses  together  the  portions  of  the 
vessel  walls  it  is  to  seal.  The  sealer  then  applies 
ultrasonic  energy,  through  one  of  the  shaped  dies, 
to  the  seal  area.  The  resulting  heat  causes  the 
pressurized  wall  sections  to  adhere.  When  the  en- 
ergy  is  no  longer  applied,  the  seal  immediately 

cools  and  the  dies  are  removed. 
In  order  to  store  liquid  in  the  dispenser  10,  the 

vessel  12  is  first  sealed  at  one  end,  for  example, 
end  17,  using  appropriately  shaped  dies.  Next,  the 

5  vessel  12  is  filled  with  liquid  and  the  open  end  15 
of  the  vessel  12  is  sealed. 

The  ultimate  characteristics  of  the  material  con- 
tacted  by  the  die  to  which  the  energy  is  applied 
differ  from  those  of  the  material  contacted  by  the 

io  opposing  die.  Accordingly,  the  seal  has  one  side 
which  is  weaker  than  the  other  side.  Thereafter, 
when  sufficient  pressure  is  applied  to  the  vessel  to 
open  it,  it  is  this  weaker  side  of  the  vessel  which 
opens,  or  ruptures,  at  the  seal. 

is  The  overall  structure  of  the  dispenser  10,  and 
more  particularly  the  inwardly-pointing  V-shaped 
seal  16  on  one  end,  results  in  the  dispenser  10 
opening  predictably  at  apex  18.  When  the  user 
squeezes  the  dispenser  10,  the  resulting  stresses 

20  are  distributed  over  the  walls  of  the  vessel  and  the 
seals  14  and  16.  The  forces  to  which  linear  seal  14 
is  subjected  act  on  one  side  of  the  seal,  while,  as  a 
result  of  the  geometry  of  the  V-shaped  seal,  the 
stresses  to  which  seal  16  is  subjected  act  on  two 

25  sides  of  the  seal.  At  a  region  of  the  seal  away  from 
the  apex,  the  forces  act  separately  on  each  side  of 
the  seal.  At  the  apex,  however,  the  sides  of  the 
seal  are  close  together  and  the  forces  are  essen- 
tially  additive,  which  subjects  the  apex  18  to  great- 

30  er  stress  than  any  other  part  of  the  seal  16.  This 
stress  causes  the  vessel  wall  to  shear,  or  rupture, 
at  the  apex  1  8. 

The  force  required  to  open  the  dispenser  10 
varies  depending  on  the  size  and  shape  of  the 

35  dispenser  10,  the  material  out  of  which  the  dis- 
penser  is  constructed  and  the  area  of  the  seal  at 
the  tip  of  the  apex.  However,  before  a  user  squeez- 
es  the  dispenser  10  he  or  she  knows  where  the 
dispenser  10  will  open.  Once  the  vessel  wall 

40  opens,  the  forces  in  the  vessel  are  released.  Thus 
the  vessel  wall  opening  remains  the  size  of  the 
force-focusing  part  of  the  seal.  A  user  may  then 
apply  additional  pressure  to  the  vessel  to  force  the 
fluid  from  it  without  further  rupturing  the  vessel 

45  wall. 
The  seal  14  may  be  of  any  shape,  as  long  as  it 

is  positioned  to  have  the  internal  forces  acting  only 
on  one  of  its  sides.  For  example,  the  seal  14  may 
be  "C-shaped",  or  it  may  be  V-shaped  with  its 

50  apex  pointing  away  from  the  center  of  the  vessel. 
The  various  seals  may  be  formed  using  any 

conventional  sealing  method  with  the  same  result, 
which  is  that  the  dispenser  10  opens  at  the  apex 
18.  However,  if  a  dispenser  is  to  house  oily  fluids, 

55  ultra  sonic  sealing  is  the  preferable  method  of 
sealing.  The  ultra  sonic  sealing  method  forces  the 
fluid  from  between  the  two  sides  of  the  vessel 
using  a  combination  of  the  pressure  of  the  dies 

3 
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pressing  against  each  other  and  the  vibrations  in 
the  vessel  walls  at  the  seal  location  caused  by  the 
application  of  energy  to  one  of  the  dies.  The  pres- 
sure/vibration  combination  forces  all  traces  of  the 
oily  fluid  away  from  the  seal  location  and  enables 
the  vessel  walls  to  seal  firmly  together.  Heat  seal- 
ing,  for  example,  may  not  force  all  of  the  oily  fluid 
from  the  seal  location,  and  the  residual  fluid  then 
inhibits  the  walls  from  adhering  to  each  other  and 
forming  a  proper  seal. 

If  the  side  on  which  the  dispenser  opens  is 
important  to  the  user,  conventional  methods  of 
rendering  one  side  of  the  vessel  weaker  than  the 
other  at  the  seal  may  be  used  to  ensure  that  the 
failure  point  is  on  a  particular  side  of  the  dispenser. 
For  example,  the  material  on  one  side  of  the  dis- 
penser  may  be  thinner  than  the  material  on  other, 
at  least  in  the  region  of  the  seal.  Then,  when 
pressure  is  applied  to  the  vessel  the  thinner,  and 
thus,  weaker,  side  ruptures  at  the  force-focusing 
seal. 

Fig.  2  illustrates  a  dispenser  20  constructed  in 
accordance  with  a  second  embodiment  of  the  in- 
vention.  The  dispenser  20  has  substantially  linear 
seals  14  and  22.  A  third  circular-seal  24  is  located 
proximate  to  one  end.  The  circumference  of  seal 
24  is  smaller  than  the  length  of  either  of  the  end 
seals  14  and  22.  The  circular-seal  24  is  preferably 
an  ultra  sonic  seal. 

To  open  the  dispenser  20,  a  user  squeezes  it 
between  the  seal  14  and  the  seal  24.  When  the 
user  squeezes  with  sufficient  force,  the  dispenser 
wall  ruptures,  or  opens  at  seal  24.  The  vessel  fails 
at  seal  24  before  it  does  at  either  of  the  linear  seals 
14  and  22  because  the  forces  in  the  interior  of  the 
vessel  are  focused  at  seal  24. 

The  seal  24  may  be  of  any  shape,  for  example, 
a  star  or  a  square,  as  long  as  its  circumferential 
length  is  smaller  than  the  lengths  of  either  seal  14 
or  16.  The  ratios  of  the  lengths  of  the  seals  14  and 
22,  respectively,  and  circumference  of  the  seal  24 
affect  how  much  force  a  user  must  apply  to  the 
dispenser  20  in  order  to  open  it.  If  the  ratios  are 
large,  the  user  need  only  apply  a  relatively  small 
force  to  open  the  dispenser  20.  However,  if  the 
ratios  are  small,  the  user  must  apply  a  larger  force. 

Fig.  3  is  an  illustration  of  an  applicator  28.  The 
applicator  28  consists  of  two  attached  pieces,  a 
dispenser  30  which  is  identical  to  the  dispenser  10 
of  Fig.  1  or  the  dispenser  20  of  Fig.  2  and  a 
saturable  end-piece  32.  The  saturable  end-piece  32 
may  be  made  out  of  cotton  or  any  other  saturable 
material.  In  the  preferred  embodiment,  the  applica- 
tor  28  includes  a  dispenser  30  which  is  identical  to 
dispenser  10  of  Fig.  1  . 

To  use  the  applicator  28,  a  user  squeezes  the 
dispenser  30  at  a  spot  between  the  two  seals  14 
and  16.  As  discussed  above  with  reference  to  Fig. 

1,  the  dispenser  30  opens  at  apex  18  of  the  in- 
verted  V-shaped  seal  16.  The  user  continues 
squeezing  the  dispenser  30  until  the  fluid  in  the 
dispenser  30  saturates  end-piece  32,  or  a  portion 

5  of  it.  The  user  may  then  spread  the  fluid  on  a 
surface  by  rubbing  the  surface  with  the  applicator 
end-piece  32.  If  the  user  requires  additional  fluid, 
he  or  she  may  continue  to  squeeze  the  dispenser 
30  as  he  or  she  is  rubbing  the  applicator  end-piece 

io  32  over  the  surface.  Thus  the  user  can  apply  a 
desired  amount  of  fluid  to  a  surface  without  con- 
tacting  the  fluid.  Accordingly,  the  applicator  28  may 
be  used  to  apply  a  sterile  dosage  of  cream  to  the 
body,  or  to  apply  a  chemical  to  a  particular  surface. 

is  The  dispensers  10  and  20  and  the  applicator 
28  have  countless  uses.  One  specific  use  is  in 
conjunction  with  a  chemical  detection  kit  which  is 
the  subject  of  a  co-pending  US  Patent  application 
serial  number  07/358,556  entitled  "Chemical  De- 

20  tection  Kit",  which  is  assigned  to  the  same  as- 
signee  as  the  current  invention.  The  chemical  de- 
tection  kit  is  used  to  test  substances  for  traces  of  a 
particular  chemical,  for  example,  to  test  paint  for 
traces  of  lead. 

25  The  kit  consists  of  a  transparent,  partially  seal- 
ed  pouch  containing  a  porous  swatch.  The  swatch 
is  impregnated  with  a  sensing  chemical,  in  this 
case  one  that  is  sensitive  to  lead.  To  test  a  paint 
sample,  a  user  introduces  paint  particles  into  the 

30  pouch  and  manipulates  the  pouch  to  bring  the 
particles  into  contact  with  the  swatch.  The  user 
then  applies  an  activating  agent,  for  example,  wa- 
ter,  to  the  pouch  to  activate  the  sensing  chemical. 
Next,  the  user  manipulates  the  pouch  to  soak  the 

35  particles  and  the  swatch.  If  the  particles  contain 
lead,  the  swatch  turns  a  tell-tale  color. 

The  co-pending  application  discusses  using  an 
eye  dropper  to  supply  the  activating  agent  to  the 
pouch.  If  water  is  used  as  the  activating  agent  and 

40  the  local  water  contains  traces  of  lead,  the  water 
contaminates  the  test.  To  avoid  contaminating  the 
tests,  lead-free  water  housed  in  dispensers  10  or 
20  may  be  included  in  the  kits.  Similarly,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  user  when  other  activating 

45  agents  are  used,  the  activating  agents  may  be 
included  in  the  kits  in  dispensers  10  or  20. 

If  the  activating  agent  is  included  in  the  kit  in  a 
dispenser  10,  the  user  simply  inserts  the  dispens- 
ing  end  17  of  the  dispenser  10  into  the  pouch 

50  containing  the  paint  particles.  The  user  then 
squeezes  the  dispenser  10  to  open  it,  and  contin- 
ues  squeezing  to  deliver  the  desired  amount  of 
activating  agent  to  the  pouch.  The  predictable  way 
in  which  the  dispenser  10  opens  and  dispenses  the 

55  fluid  enables  a  user  to  control  the  amount  of  fluid 
supplied  to  the  test  pouch. 

An  applicator  28  containing  a  sensing  chemical 
may  be  used  to  test  for  traces  of  a  particular 

4 
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substance,  for  example,  lead,  in  minute  particles 
such  as  the  dust  which  results  from  the  sanding  of 
a  painted  surface.  The  user  wipes  the  dry  applica- 
tor  end-piece  32  along  a  surface  supporting  the 
dust,  for  example,  along  the  floor,  to  pick-up  the 
dust.  The  user  next  squeezes  the  dispenser  30  to 
open  it  and  release  the  sensing  chemical.  If  the 
dust  contains  lead,  the  end-piece  32  turns  a  tell- 
tale  color  when  the  released  chemical  contacts  the 
dust.  Thus  particles  which  are  too  tiny  to  load  into 
a  test  pouch  may  be  tested  using  the  applicator  28. 

Fig.  4  depicts  a  dispenser  38  which  may  be 
the  same  as  either  dispenser  10  or  20  described 
above.  The  end  of  the  fluid  containing  dispenser  at 
which  the  force-focusing  seal  is  located  supports  a 
shield  42  for  directing  in  a  particular  direction  fluid 
released  from  the  dispenser.  The  shield  may  have 
any  shape,  as  long  as  it  directs  the  fluid  in  the 
desired  direction.  The  shield  42  is  particularly  use- 
ful  for  directing  thin  fluids,  which  have  a  tendency 
to  squirt  out  of  the  vessel  40  when  it  opens. 

Fig.  5  depicts  a  dispenser  44  which  is  sur- 
rounded  by  a  cylindrical  shield  46.  The  dispenser 
44  has  at  one  end  a  protruding  swab  48  which 
absorbs  the  fluid  released  from  the  dispenser  44. 
This  dispenser  may  be  used,  for  example,  in  an 
alternative  arrangement  of  the  lead  test  kit  de- 
scribed  above.  Accordingly,  swab  48  carries  a 
sensing  chemical  required  to  test  paint  particles 
and  the  dispenser  44  contains  an  activating  agent 
which  reacts  with  the  sensing  chemical  to  turn  it  a 
tell-tale  color  in  the  presence  of  lead. 

A  user  first  picks  up  paint  particles  using  the 
protruding  swab  48.  Next,  the  user  squeezes  the 
shield  46,  and  thereby  applies  pressure  to  the 
dispenser  44,  causing  the  dispenser  44  to  rupture 
at  the  seal  50.  The  dispenser  44  then  releases  the 
activating  agent,  and  the  shield  42  directs  the  re- 
leased  fluid  to  swab  48.  When  the  swab  48  satu- 
rates,  the  activating  agent  reacts  with  the  sensing 
chemical.  If  the  paint  particles  picked  up  by  the 
swab  48  contain  lead,  they  turn  the  swab  48  the 
tell-tale  color.  The  dispenser,  swab  and  shield  ar- 
rangement  enables  a  user  to  release  the  activating 
agent  in  a  controlled  manner,  without  risk  of  con- 
tamination  or  leakage. 

Claims 

1.  A  fluid  dispenser  comprising  a  flexible  vessel 
(12)  for  containing  a  fluid,  the  vessel  including 
a  top  wall  and  a  bottom  wall,  and  means 
comprising  a  seal  (16;  24)  for  concentrating  in 
a  region  thereof  forces  resulting  from  pressure 
generated  in  the  fluid  by  applying  a  force  to 
the  vessel  (12),  the  seal  (16;  24)  sealing  the 
top  wall  to  the  bottom  wall,  characterised  in 
that  the  vessel  (12)  is  sufficiently  strong  that 

the  top  wall  or  the  bottom  wall,  whichever  is 
the  weaker  at  the  seal,  ruptures  at  the  region 
of  concentration  in  response  to  the  applied 
force  to  form  an  opening  in  the  said  wall, 

5  through  which  opening  the  fluid  is  dispensed. 

2.  A  fluid  dispenser  as  claimed  in  claim  1, 
wherein  the  seal  (16)  is  V-shaped  with  its  apex 
(18)  pointing  toward  the  interior  of  the  vessel 

io  (12),  whereby  the  seal  (16)  concentrates  the 
resulting  forces  at  the  apex  (18)  and  the  top  or 
bottom  wall  ruptures  at  the  apex  (18). 

3.  A  fluid  dispenser  as  claimed  in  claim  1, 
is  wherein  the  seal  (24)  is  a  localised  seal,  e.g. 

circular,  square,  or  star-shaped,  spaced  from 
the  periphery  of  the  vessel  (12),  whereby  the 
seal  (24)  concentrates  the  resulting  forces  at 
the  location  of  the  seal  (24),  and  the  top  or 

20  bottom  wall  ruptures  at  the  seal  (24)  with  an 
opening  which  is  approximately  the  size  of  the 
seal  (24). 

4.  A  fluid  dispenser  as  claimed  in  any  of  claims  1 
25  to  3,  including  a  fluid-absorbing  applicator  (32) 

for  topically  applying  the  contents  of  the  vessel 
to  a  surface,  the  applicator  (32)  being  situated 
so  as  to  absorb  the  contents  of  the  vessel  as 
they  flow  through  the  opening  in  the  said  wall. 

30 
5.  A  fluid  dispenser  as  claimed  in  any  of  claims  1 

to  3,  including  a  shield  (42;  46)  for  directing  in 
a  desired  direction  fluid  flowing  through  the 
opening  in  the  said  wall. 

35 
6.  A  fluid  dispenser  as  claimed  in  any  of  claims  1 

to  5,  wherein  the  seal  is  formed  ultrasonically. 

Patentanspruche 
40 

1.  Flussigkeitsspender,  welcher  einen  flexiblen 
Behalter  (12)  zur  Aufnahme  einer  Flussigkeit, 
wobei  der  Behalter  eine  obere  Wand  und  eine 
untere  Wand  einschlieBt,  und  Mittel  aufweist, 

45  die  eine  Dichtung  (16;  24)  umfassen,  urn  in 
einem  Bereich  derselben  Krafte  zu  konzentrie- 
ren,  die  aus  Druck  resultieren,  der  in  der  Flus- 
sigkeit  durch  Ausubung  einer  Kraft  auf  den 
Behalter  (12)  erzeugt  wird,  wobei  die  Dichtung 

50  (16;  24)  die  obere  Wand  gegenuber  der  unter- 
en  Wand  abdichtet,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dal3  der  Behalter  (12)  ausreichend  fest  ist,  so 
dal3  die  obere  Wand  oder  die  untere  Wand, 
welche  der  beiden  an  der  Dichtung  schwacher 

55  ist,  im  Bereich  der  Konzentration  in  Reaktion 
auf  die  ausgeubte  Kraft  reifit,  urn  in  dieser 
Wand  eine  Offnung  zu  bilden,  durch  welche 
die  Flussigkeit  abgegeben  wird. 

5 
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2.  Flussigkeitsspender  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  bei  dem 
die  Dichtung  (16)  V-formig  ist,  wobei  der 
Scheitelpunkt  (18)  zum  Inneren  des  Behalters 
(12)  hin  zeigt,  wodurch  die  Dichtung  (16)  die 
resultierenden  Krafte  am  Scheitelpunkt  (18) 
konzentriert  und  die  obere  oder  untere  Wand 
am  Scheitelpunkt  (18)  reiBt. 

3.  Flussigkeitsspender  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  bei  dem 
die  Dichtung  (24)  eine  lokalisierte  Dichtung  ist, 
z.  B.  rund,  rechteckig  oder  sternformig,  die 
einen  Abstand  gegenuber  dem  Umfang  des 
Behalters  (12)  aufweist,  wodurch  die  Dichtung 
(24)  die  resultierenden  Krafte  an  der  Stelle  der 
Dichtung  (24)  konzentriert  und  die  obere  oder 
untere  Wand  an  der  Dichtung  (24)  mit  einer 
Offnung  reiBt,  die  etwa  die  GroBe  der  Dichtung 
(24)  hat. 

4.  Flussigkeitsspender  nach  einem  der  Anspru- 
che  1  bis  3,  die  eine  die  Flussigkeit  absorbie- 
rende  Auftragvorrichtung  (32)  zum  lokalen  Auf- 
bringen  des  Inhalts  des  Behalters  auf  eine 
Oberflache  einschlieBt,  wobei  die  Auftragvor- 
richtung  (32)  so  angeordnet  ist,  daB  sie  den 
Inhalt  des  Behalters  absorbiert,  wenn  dieser 
durch  die  Offnung  in  der  jeweiligen  Wand 
flieBt. 

5.  Flussigkeitsspender  nach  einem  der  Anspru- 
che  1  bis  3,  der  eine  Abschirmung  (42;  46) 
einschlieBt,  urn  Flussigkeit,  die  durch  die  Off- 
nung  in  der  jeweiligen  Wand  flieBt,  in  eine 
gewunschte  Richtung  zu  lenken. 

6.  Flussigkeitsspender  nach  einem  der  Anspru- 
che  1  bis  5,  bei  dem  die  Dichtung  durch 
Ultraschall  gebildet  wird. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Distributeur  de  fluide  comprenant  un  recipient 
souple  (12)  destine  a  contenir  un  fluide,  le 
recipient  englobant  une  paroi  superieure  et 
une  paroi  inferieure,  et  un  moyen  comprenant 
un  joint  (16;  24)  pour  concentrer  dans  une 
region  correspondante  les  forces  resultant  de 
la  pression  produite  dans  le  fluide  par  suite  de 
I'application  d'une  force  au  recipient  (12),  le 
Joint  (16;  24)  scellant  la  paroi  superieure  a  la 
paroi  inferieure,  caracterise  en  ce  que  le  reci- 
pient  (12)  est  suffisamment  solide  pour  que  la 
paroi  superieure  ou  la  paroi  inferieure,  celle 
etant  la  plus  faible  au  niveau  du  joint,  se  rompt 
au  niveau  de  la  region  de  concentration  en 
reponse  a  I'application  de  la  force,  pour  former 
une  ouverture  dans  ladite  paroi,  a  travers  la- 
quelle  le  fluide  est  distribue. 

2.  Distributeur  de  fluide  selon  la  revendication  1, 
dans  lequel  le  joint  (16)  a  une  forme  en  V,  dont 
la  pointe  (18)  est  dirigee  vers  la  partie  interne 
du  recipient  (12),  le  joint  (16)  concentrant  ainsi 

5  les  forces  resultantes  au  niveau  de  la  pointe 
(18),  et  la  paroi  superieure  ou  la  paroi  inferieu- 
re  se  rampant  au  niveau  de  la  pointe  (18). 

3.  Distributeur  de  fluide  selon  la  revendication  1, 
io  dans  lequel  le  joint  (24)  est  un  joint  localise, 

par  exemple  circulaire,  carre  ou  en  etoile.  es- 
pace  de  la  peripherie  du  recipient  (12),  le  joint 
(24)  concentrant  ainsi  les  forces  resultantes  au 
niveau  de  I'emplacement  du  joint  (24),  et  la 

is  paroi  superieure  ou  la  paroi  inferieure  se  ram- 
pant  au  niveau  du  joint  (24),  avec  une  ouvertu- 
re  ayant  a  peu  pres  la  taille  du  joint  (24). 

4.  Distributeur  de  fluide  selon  I'une  quelconque 
20  des  revendications  1  a  3,  englobant  un  appli- 

cateur  absorbant  de  fluide  (32)  pour  I'  applica- 
tion  topique  du  contenu  du  recipient  sur  une 
surface,  I'applicateur  (32)  etant  situe  de  sorte  a 
absorber  le  contenu  du  recipient  lors  de  son 

25  ecoulement  a  travers  I'ouverture  dans  ladite 
paroi. 

5.  Distributeur  de  fluide  selon  I'une  quelconque 
des  revendications  1  a  3,  englobant  un  deflec- 

30  teur  (42;  46)  pour  diriger  dans  une  direction 
desiree  le  fluide  s'ecoulant  a  travers  I'ouvertu- 
re  dans  ladite  paroi. 

6.  Distributeur  de  fluide  selon  I'une  quelconque 
35  des  revendications  1  a  5,  dans  lequel  le  joint 

est  forme  par  ultrasons. 
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