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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to satellite com-
munication systems and, particularly to geostationary
satellite systems that utilize non- geostationary satellite
frequency spectrum in a non-interfering manner.
[0002] Satellites are either in geostationary orbit
(GSO), i.e., stationary relative to the earth, or in non-
geostationary orbit (NGSO), traveling around the earth.
In general, the frequency bands allocated to GSO satel-
lite communication systems do not overlap with the fre-
quency bands allocated to NGSO satellite communica-
tion systems.
[0003] Radio frequency (RF) spectrum is a limited finite
resource. Only certain frequency bands are allocated to
GSO satellite communication systems. Some other fre-
quency bands are allocated to NGSO satellite commu-
nication systems. Channel capacity of any communica-
tion system is limited by the number of frequency bands
and the associated available bandwidth. There is a need
for a GSO satellite system to utilize frequency bands al-
located to other wireless communication systems in order
to obtain higher channel capacity without causing any
interference.
[0004] A GSO satellite is in orbit about 35,800 km
above the equator, and its revolution around the earth is
synchronized with the earth’s rotation. Therefore, the
GSO satellite appears stationary, i.e., fixed in the sky to
an observer on the earth’s surface. Unlike GSO satellites,
NGSO satellites typically travel at low and medium alti-
tudes and have variable orbits that are below the GSO
orbit. A GSO Earth terminal with a narrow antenna beam
width will have its antenna beam pointed at a GSO sat-
ellite. Thus, an NGSO satellite will only be visible to the
GSO Earth terminal when it is "in-line" with respect to the
GSO Earth terminal and the GSO satellite. Similarly, an
NGSO ground station with a narrow antenna beam width
will have its antenna beam pointed at the NGSO satellite.
Since NGSO satellites are non-stationary, the NGSO
ground station’s antenna may be steerable in order to
follow the NGSO satellite. The GSO satellite will only be
visible to the NGSO ground station when the GSO and
the NGSO satellites are "in-line" or approximately "in-
line."
[0005] Prior art satellite communication systems only
utilize frequency bands that are allocated to GSO satellite
systems. The allocated GSO frequency bands differ from
those allocated to NGSO satellite systems in order to
avoid interference. In certain allocated frequency spec-
trums, the NGSO frequency bands may be located at a
proximity to the GSO frequency bands.
[0006] The GSO satellite may contain a multi-beam
antenna that illuminates certain areas of the earth’s sur-
face. Therefore, the beam cone of the satellite antenna
is relatively wide in order to provide a large coverage
area. By contrast, the cone shape of an uplink beam from

an Earth terminal’s antenna to the GSO satellite is in
general very narrow. The beam (also referred to as chan-
nel hereinafter) from a satellite to an Earth terminal is
called a downlink beam (or downlink channel) and the
beam from an Earth terminal to the satellite is called up-
link beam (or uplink channel). Generally, different fre-
quency bands (also referred to as frequency spectrums
hereinafter) are allocated for the uplink and downlink
channels to prevent co-channel interference. As the or-
bital trajectory of an NGSO satellite may cross the uplink
or downlink channel of a GSO satellite communication
system, separate frequency bands (frequency spec-
trums) are allocated to the NGSO satellite. However, de-
pending on the characteristics of the NGSO satellite con-
stellation (e.g., low earth orbit, medium earth orbit), the
time period where the NGSO satellite is "in-line" with the
GSO satellite and the respective Earth terminal is relative
short, so that the allocated NGSO frequency bands (or
frequency spectrums) can be shared by the GSO satellite
system when the NGSO satellite is not in-line. Moreover,
current deployed NGSO satellites may not use the allo-
cated NGSO frequency spectrum for its operation, so
that the GSO satellite can use the NGSO frequency spec-
trum all the time without causing any interference.
[0007] Reference is made to US2006 / 0240767 (see
Figure 7) which discloses a communication system com-
prising a geo-stationary satellite and a plurality of non-
geosynchronous satellites.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention discloses a method and
system of utilizing non-geostationary satellite orbit (NG-
SO) frequency spectrums in a geostationary satellite orbit
(GSO) satellite communication system in a non-interfer-
ing manner. The GSO satellite communication system
comprises an Earth terminal to transmit signals to a GSO
satellite using a GSO frequency spectrum, the Earth ter-
minal is further operable to transmit signals to the GSO
satellite using an extended frequency spectrum. The ex-
tended frequency spectrum may include the GSO fre-
quency spectrum and a non- geostationary (NGSO) fre-
quency spectrum. The GSO satellite communication sys-
tem further comprises a command center that may in-
struct the Earth terminal to transmit signals to the GSO
satellite using the GSO frequency spectrum, when an
NGSO satellite is expected to be in-line with respect to
the Earth terminal and the GSO satellite; and the com-
mand center may further instruct the Earth terminal to
transmit signals to the GSO satellite using the extended
frequency spectrum, when no NGSO satellite is expected
to be in-line with respect to the Earth terminal and the
GSO satellite. The command center may further instruct
the Earth terminal to transmit to the GSO satellite using
the extended frequency spectrum continuously (all the
time) when the NGSO satellite does not operate in the
NGSO frequency spectrum. The GSO satellite may com-
prise a receiver that is capable of receiving the transmit-
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ted signals utilizing the GSO frequency spectrum and the
extended frequency spectrum. The GSO satellite may
further comprise a frequency mixer that converts the
transmitted signals to downlink signals and a power di-
vider that applies the downlink signals to a bandpass filter
bank. The bandpass filter band may include a first and a
second bandpass filters; the first bandpass filter passes
the bandwidth of the GSO frequency spectrum and the
second bandpass filter passes the bandwidth of the ex-
tended frequency spectrum. The GSO satellite further
comprises a switch having a first input, a second input,
and an output; the first input is connected to the first band-
pass filter output and the second input is connected to
the second bandpass filter output, and the output of the
switch is selectively connected to the first or second
switch input. The GSO satellite further comprises a con-
trol device adapted to decode instructions transmitted
from the command center and connect the first or second
input of the switch to its output according to the decoded
instructions.
[0009] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
command center may comprise a data processing unit
coupled with a memory. The memory may store orbital
ephemeris data of one or more NGSO satellites.
[0010] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
orbital ephemeris data may be carefully managed and
updated by a GSO network management system.
[0011] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
command center may be located at one location on earth.
[0012] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the command center may be co-located within an Earth
terminal.
[0013] In yet another embodiment of the present in-
vention, the command center may be distributed among
multiple locations on earth.
[0014] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
GSO satellite system may use the extended frequency
spectrum continuously (i.e., all the time) when the NGSO
satellite system does not use the NGSO frequency band,
i.e., when no interference will occur between the GSO
and the NGSO satellite systems.
[0015] In yet another embodiment, the GSO satellite
system may use the extended frequency spectrum all
the time while the NGSO satellite does not operate in the
NGSO frequency spectrum, and the GSO satellite sys-
tem may not use the extended frequency spectrum at all
when the NGSO satellite is operating in the NGSO fre-
quency spectrum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary satellite
communications system configured according to
various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an NGSO sat-

ellite moving along an NGSO orbit that is crossing
the channel between a GSO Earth terminal and a
GSO satellite.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating different inter-
ference scenarios between a GSO satellite system
and an NGSO satellite.

FIG. 4A is a block diagram of a prior art satellite re-
ceiver subsystem.

FIG. 4B is a frequency plan illustrating the frequency
products after a low level signal is mixed with a local
oscillator frequency.

FIG. 4C is a table illustrating the sum and difference
frequency products after a high level signal is mixed
with a local oscillator frequency.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a GSO satellite receiver
subsystem according to one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a GSO satellite
utilizing an extended frequency spectrum in a non-
interfering manner, in accordance with one embod-
iment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is an exemplary block diagram of a command
center architecture in accordance with one embod-
iment of the present invention.

FIG. 8A is an extended filter response incorporated
an NGSO frequency spectrum that is above the GSO
frequency spectrum.

FIG. 8B is an extended filter response incorporated
an NGSO frequency spectrum that is below the GSO
frequency spectrum.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0017] Referring first to FIG. 1, a block diagram of an
exemplary satellite communications system 100 config-
ured according to various embodiments of the invention
is shown. The satellite communications system 100 in-
cludes a network 120, such as the Internet, interfaced
with one or more Earth terminals 115 that is configured
to communicate with one or more subscriber terminals
130, via a satellite 105. System 100 also includes one or
more telemetry, tracking, and control (TTC) terminals
170.
[0018] The Earth terminal 115 is sometimes referred
to as a hub, gateway terminal, or ground station and serv-
ices the uplink 135, downlink 140 to and from the satellite
105. Although only one Earth terminal 115 is shown, this
embodiment has a number of Earth terminals all coupled
to the network 120, for example, twenty or forty Earth

3 4 



EP 2 206 256 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

terminals. The Earth terminal 115 schedules traffic to the
subscriber terminals 130, although other embodiments
could perform scheduling in other parts of the satellite
communication system 100.
[0019] A satellite communications system 100 appli-
cable to various embodiments of the invention is broadly
set forth herein. In this embodiment, there is a predeter-
mined amount of frequency spectrum available for trans-
mission. The communication links between the Earth ter-
minals 115 and the satellite 105 may use the same or
overlapping frequency spectrums with the communica-
tion links between the satellite 105 and the subscriber
terminals 130 or could use different frequency spec-
trums.
[0020] The network 120 may be any type of network
and can include, for example, the Internet, an IP network,
an intranet, a wide-area network (WAN), a local-area net-
work (LAN), a virtual private network (VPN), a virtual LAN
(VLAN), a fiber optical network, a hybrid fiber-coax net-
work, a cable network, the Public Switched Telephone
Network (PSTN), the Public Switched Data Network
(PSDN), a public land mobile network, and/or any other
type of network supporting data communication between
devices described herein, in different embodiments. The
network 120 may include both wired and wireless con-
nections, including optical links. As illustrated in a number
of embodiments, the network may connect the Earth ter-
minal 115 with other Earth terminals (not pictured), which
are also in communication with the satellite 105. All Earth
terminals in communication with the satellite 105 may
also connect with a command center 180.
[0021] The Earth terminal 115 provides an interface
between the network 120 and the satellite 105. The Earth
terminal 115 may be configured to receive data and in-
formation directed to one or more subscriber terminals
130, and can format the data and information for delivery
to the respective destination device via the satellite 105.
Similarly, the Earth terminal 115 may be configured to
receive signals from the satellite 105 (e.g., from one or
more subscriber terminals 130) directed to a destination
connected with the network 120, and can format the re-
ceived signals for transmission with the network 120. The
Earth terminal 115 may use a broadcast signal, with a
modulation and coding ("modcode") format adapted for
each packet to the link conditions of the terminal 130 or
set of terminals 130 to which the packet is directed.
[0022] The command center 180 connected to the net-
work 120 may communicate with each Earth terminal 115
in the network and the satellite 105. Earth terminals 115
may be generally located remote from the actual sub-
scriber terminals 130 to enable frequency reuse.
[0023] The Earth terminal 115 may use an antenna
110 to transmit the uplink signal to the satellite 105. In
one embodiment, the antenna 110 comprises a parabolic
reflector with high directivity in the direction of the satellite
105 and low directivity in other directions. The antenna
110 may comprise a variety of alternative configurations
and include operating features such as high isolation be-

tween orthogonal polarizations, high efficiency in the op-
erational frequency bands, and low noise.
[0024] In one embodiment of the present invention, a
geostationary satellite 105 is configured to receive the
signals from the location of antenna 110 and within the
frequency spectrum transmitted. The satellite 105 may,
for example, use a reflector antenna, lens antenna,
phased array antenna, active antenna, or other mecha-
nism known in the art for reception of such signals. The
signals received from the gateway 115 are amplified with
a low-noise amplifier (LNA) and then frequency convert-
ed for changing the power levels and frequencies. The
satellite 105 may process the signals received from the
gateway 115 and forward the signal from the gateway
115 to one or more subscriber terminals 130. In one em-
bodiment of the present invention, the frequency-con-
verted signals are passed through a bank of filters that
separate the various frequency-converted signals having
different bandwidth. A switch may select one of the var-
ious frequency-converted signals, which is then further
amplified by Traveling Wave Tube Amplifiers (TWTA) to
produce the desired Equivalent Isotropically Radiated
Power (EIRP) at the payload antenna output. The high-
power transmission signal passed through a transmit re-
flector antenna (e.g., a phased array antenna) that forms
the transmission radiation pattern (spot beam). In one
embodiment of the present invention, the satellite 105
may operate in a multiple spot-beam mode, transmitting
a number of narrow beams each directed at a different
region of the earth, allowing for segregating subscriber
terminals 130 into the various narrow beams.
[0025] In another embodiment of the present invention,
the satellite 105 may be configured as a "bent pipe" sat-
ellite, wherein the satellite 105 may frequency and po-
larization convert the received carrier signals before re-
transmitting these signals to their destination, but other-
wise perform little on the contents of the signals. A spot
beam may use a single carrier, i.e., one frequency or a
contiguous frequency range per beam. A variety of phys-
ical layer transmission modulation and coding tech-
niques may be used by the satellite 105 in accordance
with certain embodiments of the invention. Adaptive cod-
ing and modulation can be used in some embodiments
of the present invention.
[0026] For other embodiments of the present inven-
tion, a number of network architectures consisting of
space and ground segments may be used, in which the
space segment is one or more satellites while the ground
segment comprises of subscriber terminals, Earth termi-
nals or gateways, network operations centers (NOCs)
and a satellite and Earth terminals command center. The
Earth terminals and the satellites can be connected via
a mesh network or a star network, as evident to those
skilled in the art. In one embodiment of the present in-
vention, the command center 180 is connected to the
network 120 and is operative to transmit instructions to
the satellite and each participating Earth terminal in the
GSO communication system. In another embodiment,
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the command center may be located at one geographical
region and/or co-located with one of the Earth terminals
115. And yet in another embodiment, the command cent-
er may be distributed amongst multiple geographical re-
gions and/or amongst several Earth terminals. In yet an-
other embodiment, the command center may be mobile
and coupled to the network through a cellular link or a
wireless metropolitan (MAN) or a wide area network
(WAN) link. The command center may be equipped with
RF measurement equipment for measuring and evaluat-
ing interference characteristics.
[0027] The downlink signals may be transmitted from
the satellite 105 to one or more subscriber terminals 130
and received with the respective subscriber antenna 125.
In one embodiment, the antenna 125 and terminal 130
together comprise a very small aperture terminal (VSAT),
with the antenna 125 measuring approximately 0.6 meter
in diameter and having approximately 2 watts of power.
In other embodiments, a variety of other types of anten-
nas 125 may be used at the subscriber terminal 130 to
receive the signal from the satellite 105. The link 150
from the satellite 105 to the subscriber terminals 130 may
be referred to hereinafter as the forward downlink 150.
Each of the subscriber terminals 130 may comprise a
single user terminal or, alternatively, comprise a hub or
router (not pictured) that is coupled to multiple user ter-
minals. In one embodiment, subscriber terminal 130 may
comprise a receiver including a bandpass filter bank
adapted to let through a GSO frequency spectrum and
an extended frequency spectrum. Each subscriber ter-
minal 130 may be connected to various consumer
premises equipment (CPE) 160 comprising, for example
computers, local area networks, Internet appliances,
wireless networks, etc.
[0028] TTC terminal 170 provides an interface for mon-
itoring and controlling satellite 105. For example, TTC
terminal 170 may receive status information from satellite
105, send commands to spacecraft 105, and track the
position of satellite 105. In the present embodiment, TTC
terminal 170 is connected to command center 180 via
network 120, and TTC terminal 170 is configured to re-
ceive commands from command center 180 and to send
information, such as the status of satellite 105, to com-
mand center 180. TTC terminal 170 may be an independ-
ent terminal, as shown in the figure, or may alternatively
be implemented in a terminal 115 that also carries traffic
data.
[0029] According to some alternative embodiments,
TTC terminal 170 may be in direct communication with
command center 180 or may be integrated into command
center 180. TTC terminal 170 communicates with satel-
lite 105 using an antenna 175. Antenna 175 may be sub-
stantially similar to antenna 110 or may comprise a dif-
ferent configuration. Uplink 195 represents a command
uplink from TTC 115 for sending commands to satellite
105. Downlink 190 represents a telemetry downlink from
satellite 105 for receiving data from satellite 105, such
as data representing the position of satellite 105. TTC

terminal 170 may be located remote from Earth terminals
115 and subscriber terminals 130. These links may be
in-band with the user data links 135 and 140, or alterna-
tively use another set of frequencies.
[0030] In parallel to the development of GSO satellite
communication systems, NGSO satellite based systems
have been developed and deployed. As NGSO satellites
travel in orbits below a GSO satellite, there may be pe-
riods where one or more NGSO satellites are "in-line"
with the GSO satellite and one or more of the GSO Earth
terminals. FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating NGSO
satellite 215 moving along a non-geostationary orbit 250
that crosses the channel between the antenna 110 of the
Earth terminal 115 and the satellite 105. The uplink beam
of the antenna 110 is a narrow beam as it is targeting the
GSO satellite 105. NGSO satellite 215 is in-line with re-
spect to the Earth terminal’s antenna 110 and the satellite
105 only a very short period of time when it travels the
orbit 250, which crosses the channel between the anten-
na 110 and the satellite 105.
[0031] Interference may not occur in both uplink and
downlink channels of the GSO satellite 105 and NGSO
satellite 215 when the two satellites operate in different
frequency spectrums. Interference may not occur when
NGSO coverage area 235 is geographically apart from
GSO satellite coverage area 210. Interference may not
occur when NGSO ground stations use antennas 225
that are differently polarized than the Earth terminal an-
tenna 110.
[0032] In order to extend the period that NGSO satellite
215 can illuminate NGSO coverage area 235, a spot
beam of NGSO satellite 215 may continuously be steered
over the NGSO coverage area 235, and each NGSO
ground station within the NGSO coverage area also
tracks the serving NGSO satellite as it moves across the
NGSO coverage area. To ensure continuous coverage
of NGSO area 235, an NGSO satellite constellation may
have multiple NGSO satellites so that at least one of the
multiple NGSO satellites will be visible at any time from
the steerable antennas 225 of respective NGSO ground
stations. Antennas 225 may be mechanically steerable
or active phased-array ground terminal antennas.
[0033] NGSO satellites are generally designed to have
variable transmitter power level so that a constant power
flux density over each service area is achieved. For ex-
ample, the transmitter power of a spot beam illuminating
a certain NGSO coverage area is reduced when the NG-
SO satellite is traveling directly at or near the top (e.g.,
position A) of the illuminated NGSO coverage area, and
the transmitter power will be increased when the NGSO
satellite moves away from the coverage area 225. The
transmitter power of NGSO ground station antennas may
also be increased to compensate for path loss when the
NGSO satellite moves away (e.g., position B) from the
NGSO coverage area or when fading events occur (e.g.,
under rain or snow conditions). The NGSO satellite may
interfere with the GSO Earth terminal 115 although its
main antenna beam is pointed at the NGSO coverage
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area 235 that is geographically apart from the GSO Earth
terminal because its side antenna beams may be pointing
at the antenna 110.
[0034] Interference between the GSO satellite and the
NGSO satellite can be mitigated when the GSO and NG-
SO satellites use different frequency spectrums. Howev-
er, frequency spectrums available for satellite communi-
cations is very limited and there is a need for frequency
spectrum sharing in order to use the available frequency
spectrum more efficiently. The ITU Radio Regulations
have been updated to allow NGSO systems to share
parts of the Ku- and Ka-band spectrums with GSO sat-
ellite systems. In one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a GSO satellite system exploits the fact that NGSO
satellites may be in-line or approximately in-line with re-
spect to the GSO satellite and one or more of the Earth
terminals only for a relative short time period due to the
narrow antenna beam of the Earth terminal pointing to
the GSO satellite so that the NGSO frequency spectrum
can be used in the GSO satellite communication system
for the time period where NGSO satellites are not in in-
line with respect to the Earth terminal and the GSO sat-
ellite.
[0035] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating different
interference scenarios between a GSO satellite system
and an NGSO satellite that is in-line or approximately in-
line with respect to the Earth terminal and the GSO sat-
ellite. In the following description, "in-line" means that the
NGSO satellite is positioned between the main beam of
the Earth terminal’s antenna 110 and the respective GSO
satellite (as shown in Fig. 3) or alternatively that the GSO
satellite is positioned between the NGSO satellite and
the NGSO ground stations’ antennas 225. "Interference"
relates to frequency, phase, amplitude disturbance
and/or any combination thereof caused by interaction be-
tween signals transmitted by the GSO and NGSO satel-
lite systems. An example of the interference level or se-
verity may be expressed by the carrier to interference
power ratio (C/I). There are four interference scenarios:
(1) The NGSO satellite is interfering with a GSO Earth
terminal; (2) NGSO ground stations are interfering with
the GSO satellite; (3) GSO Earth terminals are interfering
with the NGSO satellite, and (4) The GSO satellite is
interfering with an NGSO ground station.
[0036] The worst case interference scenario (1) may
occur when the NGSO satellite is pointing its main an-
tenna beam at an NGSO terminal that is located closely
to the GSO Earth terminal. Interference scenario (1) may
also occur when the main beam of the NGSO satellite is
pointing to an NGSO ground station that is geographically
apart from the GSO Earth terminals but the NGSO sat-
ellite antenna side beams are pointing at the GSO Earth
terminal.
[0037] The worst case interference scenarios (2) and
(4) may occur when the main beam of an NGSO ground
station is pointing at the GSO satellite. And the worst
case in interference scenario (3) may be when the main
beam of the GSO antenna is pointing at the NGSO sat-

ellite. These four interference scenarios will be avoided
or at least mitigated if the GSO satellite system does not
use the NGSO frequency spectrum when an NGSO sat-
ellite is in-line. The interference severity can be meas-
ured using RF equipment, estimated using known data,
or simulated using known simulation models. The carrier-
to-interference power ratio is for example a parameter
for determining the interference level. The GSO system
must operate on a totally non-interference basis with the
NGSO system. This requires that when the NGSO sat-
ellite is in-line or approximately in-line with respect to the
Earth terminal and the GSO satellite, the GSO Earth ter-
minal cannot transmit any signals towards the NGSO sat-
ellite utilizing the NGSO frequency spectrum since the
transmitted signals would interfere with the desired NG-
SO ground station uplink signals. NGSO satellite sys-
tems can be low earth orbit (LEO) satellite systems, me-
dium earth orbit (MEO) satellite systems, or high earth
orbit (HEO) satellite systems. The interference level
and/or the in-line duration may depend on the antenna
characteristics, receiver sensitivity of the NGSO satellite
in question, and its orbital altitude. According to some
embodiments, if satellite 215 is a HEO satellite, satellite
215 may be in an orbit that is sometimes higher than the
orbit of satellite 215. As a result, satellite 105 may pass
between satellite 215 and antennas 225 of the NGSO
ground stations, which may result in satellite 105 inter-
fering with communications between satellite 215 and
the NGSO ground stations if satellite 225 is using an ex-
tended frequency spectrum that includes the NGSO fre-
quency spectrum.
[0038] When the GSO and NGSO satellites are not in-
line, the NGSO spectrum is said to be "available" for uti-
lization by the GSO satellite communication system.
When the GSO and NGSO satellites are "in-line" or ap-
proximately "in-line", the NGSO spectrum is said to be
"unavailable" for utilization by the GSO system. In one
embodiment of the present invention, the GSO satellite
design will incorporate at least two bandpass filters,
which may be selected according to instructions received
from a command center on earth. The selection of a band-
pass filter having the appropriate bandwidth may be
based on orbital ephemeris data that are maintained and
updated by a GSO network management system (NMS).
Earth terminals that are participating in the GSO satellite
communication system may be capable of transmitting
signals to the GSO satellite using a GSO frequency spec-
trum and an extended frequency spectrum. The extend-
ed spectrum includes the GSO frequency spectrum and
an NGSO frequency spectrum. In another embodiment,
the GSO satellite design may incorporate a control device
on board that contains orbital ephemeris data. The on-
board control device may select the appropriate band-
pass filter based on the stored orbital ephemeris data.
This design alternative is feasible if all frequency spec-
trums and orbital information of the NGSO system have
been determined and remain unchanged during the life
of the GSO satellite. When the NGSO spectrum is avail-
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able, a bandpass filter with a bandwidth that passes the
GSO and NGSO spectrums will be used. When the NG-
SO spectrum is not available, a bandpass filter with a
narrower bandwidth that only lets the GSO spectrum
through but attenuates the NGSO spectrum sufficiently
will be used. This will reduce all emissions by the satellite
in the NGSO band to a level that does not cause any
downlink interference to the NGSO system. In addition,
when the NGSO spectrum is unavailable, the Earth ter-
minals of the GSO system will not use the NGSO fre-
quency spectrum to prevent any significant radiation and
interference to the NGSO satellites. During the short in-
terval of NGSO spectrum unavailability, the GSO satellite
communication system will operate in a reduced trans-
mission capacity mode.
[0039] In one embodiment, the GSO satellite commu-
nication system uses its allocated GSO frequency spec-
trum in a primary basis. The GSO satellite communica-
tion system extends the allocated primary GSO frequen-
cy spectrum with an NGSO frequency spectrum in a sec-
ondary basis when the NGSO satellite is not in-line, and
the spectrum extension can be operated in a non-inter-
fering manner. In one embodiment, both the GSO and
the NGSO satellite communication systems operate in a
Ka-band. For example, the GSO primary uplink frequen-
cy spectrum may be 28.1 to 28.6 GHz, and the GSO
primary downlink frequency spectrum may be 18.3 to
18.8 GHz. The NGSO uplink frequency spectrum may
be 28.6 to 29.1 GHz and the NGSO downlink frequency
spectrum may be 18.8 to 19.3 GHz.
[0040] In order to manage the interference events, or-
bital ephemeris data must be carefully managed and up-
dated by the GSO network management system (NMS).
When an interference event is anticipated, the NMS must
have the capability to move all traffic to the GSO spectrum
and select the appropriate bandpass filter. From a fre-
quency reuse standpoint, the NGSO frequency spectrum
would be an extension of the GSO operating frequency
spectrum.
[0041] Generally a satellite receives an uplink signal
transmitted from an Earth terminal at some frequency
and converts it to a downlink signal at an offset transmit
frequency. The downlink signal at the transmit frequency
is then amplified for obtaining the downlink EIRPs. TWTA
or solid state power amplifiers can be used. Different up-
link and downlink frequencies are used so that they do
not interfere with each other. The satellite RF subsystem
includes a receiver bandpass filter 410 adapted to pass
the desired uplink signal, a low noise amplifier 420 adapt-
ed to amplify the filtered uplink signal 415, a mixer 430
that down converts the uplink signal at frequency Frx by
mixing it with a local oscillator 440, and a bandpass filter
450 that passes the desired frequency product 460 as
shown in FIG. 4A. According to some embodiments, the
satellite RF subsystem may include another filter (not
shown) between the low noise amplifier 420 and mixer
430. Mixer 430 is a 3-port device that takes the input
signal 425 (e.g., the amplified uplink signal) and the local

oscillator signal 440 and frequency translates the uplink
signal to a downlink signal. In most satellite communica-
tion, the downlink frequency signal is lower than the up-
link frequency signal. If the signal level applied to the
mixer is low, the mixed products may have two frequency
products representing the sum (FLO + Frx) and the differ-
ence (FLO - Frx). If the signal level applied to the mixer is
high, the resulting mixed products may have multiple har-
monics consisting of every M* Frx 6 N* FLO frequency
product where M and N are integers. FIG. 4B is a block
diagram illustrating the sum and difference products of
an LO frequency of 9.0 GHz with a 2.0 GHz signal. The
difference product is 7.0 GHz and the sum product is
11.0 GHz. FIG. 4C is a block diagram illustrating all of
the possible sum and difference spectral products for M,
N = 1, 2, and 3. The difference product is 7.0 MHz and
the sum product is 11.0 GHz for M = N = 1.
[0042] Filter 450 is a bandpass filter that attenuates all
of the undesired harmonics to a power level below the
spectral emission requirements and let the desired fre-
quency product pass through to the amplifiers (not
shown).
[0043] In one embodiment of the present invention, an
exemplary design of the GSO satellite system utilizing
the additional NGSO spectrum is shown in FIG. 5. The
satellite RF receiver subsystem 500 comprises a receiver
bandpass filter 510 that passes the composite GSO/NG-
SO uplink signal spectrum 515 and attenuates all other
frequency components including the image of the uplink
signal. The composite GSO/NGSO signal is then ampli-
fied by a low noise amplifier 520 and the amplified com-
posite signal 525 is then applied to mixer 530, where the
signal 525 is mixed with local oscillator 540 to produce
multiple frequency products including a desired GSO
downlink signal. According to some embodiments, the
satellite RF subsystem may include another filter (not
shown) between the low noise amplifier 520 and mixer
530. Mixer 530 may be a balanced mixer to cancel many
mixer products due to the balance characteristics. The
mixer may also be an image rejection mixer. LO 540 may
be generated from an oven-controlled crystal oscillator
(OCXO), which provides a very stable reference frequen-
cy. The multiple frequency products 545 are then divided
into two paths 554 and 556 by power divider 550. In one
embodiment, both paths 554 and 556 have the same
power level. In one embodiment, the filter response of
bandpass filter 560 has a bandwidth that lets the desired
GSO downlink signal 570 through and the filter response
of bandpass filter 562 has an extended bandwidth that
lets the composite GSO/NGSO downlink signal 572
through. In one embodiment, bandpass filters 560 and
562 can be implemented with lumped L and C compo-
nents, which provide wide bandwidth but moderate Q. In
another embodiment, bandpass filters can be implement-
ed using microstrips for achieving high Q. In yet another
embodiment, bandpass filters can be implemented using
high K ceramic materials for achieving even higher Q.
The frequency responses of bandpass filters 560 and
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562 are different. In one embodiment, bandpass filter 560
passes the GSO frequency spectrum but attenuates the
NGSO frequency spectrum whereas bandpass filter 562
passes both GSO and NGSO frequency spectrums and
attenuates all other frequencies. The desired bandwidth
of the downlink signal can then be selected by switch
580. In one embodiment, switch 580 can be a PIN diode
single-pole double-throw (SPDT) MMIC switch.
[0044] In one embodiment of the present invention, a
control device 590 on-board the satellite is operative to
demodulate the down-converted signal, extract relevant
information from the demodulated signal, and decode
instructions that are relevant for the operation of the re-
ceiver subsystem. The down-converted signal can be
taken from the output 545 of the mixer 530, from the
output 570 of the GSO bandpass filter 560, or from the
output 572 of the GSO/NGSO bandpass filter 562 and
demodulated by demodulator 591. One skilled in the art
will recognize that the down-converted signal is not lim-
ited to only being taken from the output 545, from the
output 570, or from the output 572 as illustrated in Fig.
5, and that the down-converted signal may be taken from
other points in the receiver subsystem according to al-
ternative embodiments of the present invention. Decod-
ed instructions are then applied to corresponding com-
ponents of the receiver subsystem. In one embodiment,
instructions may include the selection of the desired
bandpass filter. According to other embodiments of the
present invention, instructions from the command center
may not be transmitted in band as described in Fig. 6.
For example, instructions from the command center may
be transmitted to satellite 105 via a separate telemetry
link, such as uplink 195 illustrated in Fig. 1. Where the
command signals are not transmitted in band, additional
hardware for processing signals carrying the instructions
from the command center may be included in receiver
subsystem 500.
[0045] Since the GSO satellite payload can dynami-
cally operate over the NGSO frequency spectrum, it pro-
vides the GSO satellite communication system the ca-
pability to operate over spectrum that is otherwise not
being used. In the case where the frequency spectrum
has been allocated to the NGSO satellite system but is
not used, it provides the GSO satellite communication
system the capability to totally utilize that frequency spec-
trum. If and when that frequency spectrum is allocated
and it is fully utilized by the NGSO satellite system, the
GSO satellite system can be configured such that it will
never operate over that frequency spectrum.
[0046] Because NGSO satellites are typically closer to
the Earth’s surface than GSO satellites, the necessary
antenna size and transmission power level are often
much smaller than those of GSO satellites, and the foot-
prints of the NGSO satellites (coverage areas) are also
much smaller than the GSO satellite coverage areas. In
one embodiment of the present invention, the GSO sat-
ellite design may use the NGSO band flexibly and effi-
ciently when the NGSO satellite system is operational

but does not operate over a given coverage area that
overlaps the GSO coverage area. In this case, the fre-
quency spectrum of the GSO satellite system may be
extended to include the NGSO frequency spectrum
[0047] One of the primary factors of the NGSO spec-
trum availability to the GSO system is the directivity of
both the GSO and NGSO systems. High antenna direc-
tivity results in narrow beam widths and confines trans-
mitted and received spectral energy, the frequency of
occurrences where the narrow beams are in-line is re-
duced. This is the case where spot-beam satellite sys-
tems are deployed. The satellite filter selectivity would
be individually controllable for each narrow beam. For
example, if a GSO satellite system were operating over
the continental United States with a number of small di-
rectional antennas and an NGSO satellite was passing
over the West coast, the East coast beams could contin-
ue to operate with the extended bandwidth that includes
the NGSO frequency band since they are well out of the
NGSO coverage area. In case where NGSO satellite sys-
tems utilize omnidirectional antennas, they will likely in-
terfere more frequently with a GSO satellite that utilizes
the NGSO band, and hence, the GSO satellite can utilize
the extended frequency band a much smaller fraction of
time.
[0048] FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a GSO sat-
ellite communication system that uses an extended fre-
quency spectrum in a non-interference manner, in ac-
cordance with one embodiment of the present invention.
The GSO Earth terminal and the GSO satellite may select
the appropriate bandpass filter according to instructions
received from the command center (not shown). GSO
frequency band 610 is the primary frequency spectrum
allocated to the GSO satellite communication system and
NGSO frequency band 620 is the primary frequency
spectrum allocated to the NGSO satellite communication
system. When the NGSO satellite 215 is in-line with re-
spect to the GSO Earth terminal (shown as antenna 110)
and the GSO satellite, the command center will instruct
the GSO Earth terminal and the GSO satellite 105 to use
the GSO spectrum only, the use of the GSO spectrum is
indicated by filter response 630. When the NGSO satel-
lite 215 is not in-line with respect to the GSO Earth ter-
minal and the GSO satellite, the command center will
instruct the GSO Earth terminal and the satellite to use
the extended frequency spectrum, which includes the
GSO frequency spectrum 610 and NGSO frequency
spectrum 620. The use of the extended frequency spec-
trum is indicated by filter response 640. Therefore, when
the NGSO satellite is not in-line, subscriber terminals
(shown as antennas 125) of the GSO satellite commu-
nication system can benefit the higher channel capacity
if they are capable of receiving the extended frequency
spectrum. It will be understood that the position of the
NGSO band related to the GSO band is for illustration
only and is not meant to be limiting. In one embodiment
(shown in FIG. 6), the NGSO band is above the GSO
band. In other embodiment, the NGSO band may be be-
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low the GSO band as illustrated in FIG. 8B.
[0049] In one embodiment, the satellite may include
an on-board control device that may demodulate and de-
code instructions transmitted from the terrestrial com-
mand center. The control device then selects the band-
pass filter having the appropriate bandwidth according
to the decoded instructions. In another embodiment, the
control device may operate autonomously with a control
program stored in a memory to select the appropriate
bandpass filter directly without the intervention of the
command center. This scenario may be realizable when
the orbital ephemeris data has been predetermined and
no changes in the trajectory of the NGSO satellite con-
stellation and utilized frequency bands will be expected.
[0050] Since the orbital position locations of the NGSO
satellites relative to the earth and coverage areas are
very predictable, the occurrence of the unavailability
events are well known and relatively easy to determine
by orbit monitoring equipment. Orbit monitoring may be
performed at the GSO command center or at a site re-
mote from the command center. In one embodiment, the
GSO command center may have the ability to directly
provide control to the satellite as well as the ability to
provide commands to every GSO Earth terminal con-
necting to the GSO satellite communication system. In
another embodiment, the command center may transmit
instructions to the GSO satellite through the use of a GSO
Earth terminal participating in the GSO communication
network. FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary block diagram
of a GSO command center comprising a central process-
ing unit 730 and a network control unit 740. The central
processing unit 730 may be coupled to memory 760. In-
terference statistics between the GSO satellite link and
the NGSO satellite link can be performed by CPU 730
and the results may also be stored in the memory 760.
The memory 760 can be in the form of semiconductor
storage such as random access memory (static or dy-
namic RAM), magnetic storage such as hard discs, or
other mass storage such as optical discs. CPU 730 is
further coupled to an orbital ephemeris data acquisition
unit 750 that collects ephemeris data of one or more NG-
SO satellite constellations. NGSO satellite constellations
may include multiple satellites traveling in low earth orbit,
medium earth orbit, and/or high earth orbit. CPU 730 may
be used to compute the time period where the orbital
trajectory of the NGSO satellite constellation may cross
the in-line path of the GSO satellite and one of the Earth
terminals. The time period when a NGSO satellite of the
NGSO constellation may be in-line with the GSO channel
with be stored in the memory 760. The CPU 730 may
further be connected to a satellite control unit 720 that
may communicate with TTC terminal 170 to send com-
mands to satellite 105. The CPU 730 may further be con-
nected to network control unit 740 that is operative to
communicate with each of the Earth terminals participat-
ing in the GSO satellite communication system. Network
communication unit 740 may include a physical layer that
supports a set of communication protocols such as point-

to-point protocol (PPP), Internet protocol (IP), the trans-
mission control protocol (TCP), a wireless wide area net-
work protocol, a mobile cellular network, and/or a com-
bination of any communication protocols.
[0051] In one embodiment of the present invention,
right before the onset of an unavailability event, the com-
mand center performs the following actions: i) the com-
mand center sends a command to the satellite instructing
the satellite to utilize the GSO bandwidth filter, i.e., all
emissions of the NGSO band will be attenuated below a
specified level, and ii) the command center instructs all
participating GSO Earth terminals to only transmit signal
energy in the uplink GSO uplink spectrum.
[0052] Immediately after the unavailability event, the
command center performs the following actions: i) the
command center instructs the satellite to utilize the wider
bandwidth filter that includes the GSO channel and the
NGSO frequency band, and ii) the command center in-
structs all participating GSO Earth terminals in the GSO
satellite system to transmit signal utilizing both the GSO
and NGSO spectrum.
[0053] In one embodiment of the invention, the selec-
tion between the allocated primary GSO frequency spec-
trum and the extended frequency spectrum is performed
by a switch. Referring back to FIG. 5, switch 580 may be
a PIN diode single-pole double-throw (SPDT) MMIC
switch. The desired SPDT switching function can be
achieved with a variety of different GaAs PIN diode con-
figurations such as series diodes, shunt diodes, and/or
a combination of series and shunt diodes. Switch 580
may also be implemented with a series and a shunt ca-
pacitive micro-electro-mechanical systems (MEMS)
switch. For example, commercially available high-power
SPDT switch vendors for Ka-band are TriQuint Semicon-
ductor and Endware, and an exemplary MEMS switch
vendor is Teravicta Technologies. One skilled in the art
will recognize that the implementation of switch 580 de-
scribed herein merely illustrate one embodiment of
switch 580 and that alternative constructions and equiv-
alents may be used without departing from the spirit of
the invention.
[0054] In one embodiment of the present invention,
both the GSO and the NGSO satellite systems utilize the
Ka-band. Since the Ka-band allocated frequency bands
for GSO and NGSO satellite systems are adjacent to
each other, extending the filter bandwidth to support the
wider spectrum is very straightforward.
[0055] In one embodiment, both the GSO and the NG-
SO satellite systems operate in a Ka-band. In one em-
bodiment, the GSO primary channel frequency spectrum
is 28.1 to 28.6 GHz, and the GSO primary downlink chan-
nel frequency spectrum is 18.3to 18.8 GHz. The NGSO
uplink channel frequency spectrum is 28.6 to 29.1 GHz
and the NGSO downlink channel frequency spectrum is
18.8 to 19.3 GHz. FIG. 8A illustrates the bandpass filter
frequency response for the uplink and downlink channels
of the GSO satellite communication system using the ex-
tended frequency spectrum (including the NGSO fre-
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quency spectrum in addition to the GSO frequency spec-
trum). In this embodiment, the GSO channel spectrum
is below the NGSO frequency spectrum, and the second
bandpass filter 572 (FIG. 5) will have its bandwidth ex-
tended above the GSO spectrum to include the NGSO
spectrum.
[0056] In another embodiment, the GSO primary uplink
channel uses 29.5 to 30.0 GHz, and the GSO primary
downlink channel uses 19.7 to 20.2 GHz. The NGSO
uplink channel is 28.6 to 29.1 GHz and the NGSO down-
link channel is 18.8 to 19.3 GHz. FIG. 8B illustrates the
bandpass filter frequency response for the uplink and
downlink channels of the GSO satellite communication
system using the extended frequency spectrum. In this
embodiment, the GSO channel spectrum is above the
NGSO frequency spectrum, and the second band-pass
filter 572 (FIG. 5) will have its bandwidth extended below
the GSO spectrum to include the NGSO spectrum. The
NGSO frequency spectrum is in both cases in the prox-
imate range of the GSO frequency spectrum. It will be
understood that the frequency spectrums for both GSO
and NGSO satellite communication systems are for illus-
trative purpose only and are not meant to be limiting. In
other embodiments, the GSO and the NGSO satellite
communication systems may use the Ku-band.
[0057] Specific details are given in the description to
provide a thorough understanding of the embodiments.
However, it will be understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art that the embodiments may be practiced without
these specific details. For example, well-known circuits,
processes, algorithms, structures, and techniques have
been shown without unnecessary detail in order to avoid
obscuring the embodiments.
[0058] Also, it is noted that the embodiments may be
described as a process that is depicted as a flow cart, a
structure diagram, or a block diagram. Although they may
describe the operations as a sequential process, many
of the operations can be performed in parallel or concur-
rently. In addition, the order of the operations may be re-
arranged.
[0059] Furthermore, embodiments may be implement-
ed by hardware, software, firmware, middleware, microc-
ode, or any combination thereof. When implemented in
software, firmware, middleware or microcode, the pro-
gram code or code segments to perform the necessary
tasks may be stored in a machine readable medium such
as a storage medium. Processors may perform the nec-
essary tasks.
[0060] Having described several embodiments, it will
be recognized by those skilled in the art that various mod-
ifications, alternative constructions, and equivalents may
be used without departing from the invention as defined
by the appended claims. For example, the above ele-
ments may merely be a component of a larger system,
wherein other rules may take precedence over or other-
wise modify the application of the invention. Accordingly,
the above description should not be taken as limiting the
scope of the invention, which is defined in the following

claims.

Claims

1. A geostationary (GSO) satellite communication sys-
tem comprising:

an Earth terminal operative to transmit signals
to a GSO satellite using a GSO frequency spec-
trum, the Earth terminal further operable to
transmit signals to the GSO satellite using an
extended frequency spectrum, the extended fre-
quency spectrum including the GSO frequency
spectrum and a non-geostationary (NGSO) fre-
quency spectrum;
a command center operative to instruct the Earth
terminal to transmit signals to the GSO satellite
using only the GSO frequency spectrum, when
an NGSO satellite is expected to be in-line with
respect to the Earth terminal and the GSO sat-
ellite; and
wherein the command center is further operative
to instruct the Earth terminal to transmit signals
to the GSO satellite using the extended frequen-
cy spectrum, when no NGSO satellite is expect-
ed to be in-line with respect to the Earth terminal
and the GSO satellite.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the command center
is further operative to instruct the Earth terminal to
transmit signals to the GSO satellite using the ex-
tended frequency spectrum continuously when a
NGSO satellite does not operate in the NGSO fre-
quency spectrum

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the NGSO frequency
spectrum is in proximity range of the GSO frequency
spectrum.

4. The system of claim 3 wherein the uplink extended
frequency spectrum has a higher frequency than the
downlink extended frequency spectrum.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the GSO satellite is
operative to receive signals in the GSO frequency
spectrum and in the extended frequency spectrum.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the GSO satellite fur-
ther comprises:

a low-noise amplifier operative to amplify the
transmitted signals and output an amplified sig-
nal;
a frequency mixer having a first input adapted
to receive the amplified signal, a second input
coupled to a local oscillator, and an output hav-
ing a plurality of frequency products including a
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downlink extended frequency spectrum;
a splitter having an input coupled to the mixer
output, a first splitter output and a second splitter
output;
a first bandpass filter having a first bandpass
input coupled to the first splitter output and a first
bandpass output coupled to a first input of a
switch;
a second bandpass filter having a second band-
pass input coupled to the second splitter output
and a second output coupled to a second input
of the switch;
wherein the first bandpass filter passes the
bandwidth of the GSO frequency spectrum;
wherein the second bandpass filter passes the
bandwidth of the extended frequency spectrum;
and
wherein an output of the switch is selectively
coupled to either the first switch input or the sec-
ond switch input.

7. The system of claim 6 wherein the GSO satellite fur-
ther comprises a control device adapted to decode
instructions transmitted from the command center,
wherein the control device connects the output of
the switch to the first input or the second input ac-
cording to the decoded instructions, wherein the out-
put of the switch is connected to the first input when
at least one NGSO satellite is expected to be in-line
with respect to the Earth terminal and the GSO sat-
ellite, and wherein the output of the switch is con-
nected to the second input when no NGSO satellite
is expected to be in-line with respect to the Earth
terminal and the GSO satellite.

8. A method for operating a geostationary (GSO) sat-
ellite system comprising:

transmitting signals from an Earth terminal to a
GSO satellite using a GSO frequency spectrum,
the Earth terminal further operable to transmit
signals to the GSO satellite using an extended
frequency spectrum, the extended frequency
spectrum including the GSO frequency spec-
trum and a non-geostationary (NGSO) frequen-
cy spectrum;
instructing the Earth terminal to transmit signals
to the GSO satellite using only the GSO frequen-
cy spectrum, when an NGSO satellite is expect-
ed to be in-line with respect to the Earth terminal
and the GSO satellite by a command center, and
instructing the Earth terminal to transmit signals
to the GSO satellite using the extended frequen-
cy spectrum, when no NGSO satellite is expect-
ed to be in-line with respect to the Earth terminal
and the GSO satellite by the command center.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the command center

further instructs the Earth terminal to transmit signals
to the GSO satellite using the extended frequency
spectrum continuously when the NGSO satellite
does not operate in the NGSO frequency spectrum.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein the command center
further instructs the Earth terminal to transmit signals
to the GSO satellite using the extended frequency
spectrum continuously when no NGSO satellite op-
erates in the NGSO frequency spectrum and to
transmit signals to the GSO satellite using only the
GSO spectrum once an NGO satellite begins oper-
ating in the NGSO frequency spectrum.

11. The method of claim 8 wherein the GSO satellite is
operative to transmit frequency down-converted sig-
nals to at least one area on earth.

12. The method of claim 8 wherein the command center
comprises a data processing unit coupled to a mem-
ory unit adapted to store orbital ephemeris data of
the NGSO satellite.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the orbital
ephemeris data is updatable.

14. The method of claim 8 wherein the command center
is located at one location on earth.

15. The method of claim 8 wherein the command center
is distributed among a plurality of locations on earth.

Patentansprüche

1. Geostationäres (GSO-) Satellitenkommunikations-
system, das Folgendes umfasst:

ein Erdendgerät, das betreibbar ist, unter Ver-
wendung eines GSO-Frequenzspektrums Sig-
nale zu einem GSO-Satelliten zu übertragen,
wobei das Erdendgerät ferner betreibbar ist, un-
ter Verwendung eines erweiterten Frequenz-
spektrums Signale an den GSO-Satelliten zu
übertragen, wobei das erweiterte Frequenz-
spektrum das GSO-Frequenzspektrum und ein
nichtgeostationäres (NGSO-) Frequenzspekt-
rum beinhaltet;
ein Befehlszentrum, das betreibbar ist, das Er-
dendgerät anzuweisen, Signale nur unter Ver-
wendung des GSO-Frequenzspektrums zum
GSO-Satelliten zu übertragen, wenn erwartet
wird, dass mit Bezug auf das Erdendgerät und
den GSO-Satelliten ein NGSO-Satellit sich mit
diesen in einer Linie befindet; und
wobei das Befehlszentrum ferner betreibbar ist,
das Erdendgerät anzuweisen, Signale unter
Verwendung des erweiterten Frequenzspekt-
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rums zum GSO-Satelliten zu übertragen, wenn
erwartet wird, dass mit Bezug auf das Erdend-
gerät und den GSO-Satelliten kein NGSO-Sa-
tellit sich mit diesen in einer Linie befindet.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Befehlszent-
rum ferner betreibbar ist, das Erdendgerät anzuwei-
sen, Signale unter kontinuierlicher Verwendung des
erweiterten Frequenzspektrums zum GSO-Satelli-
ten zu übertragen, wenn kein NGSO-Satellit im NG-
SO-Frequenzspektrum betrieben wird.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das NGSO-Fre-
quenzspektrum im Annäherungsbereich des GSO-
Frequenzspektrums liegt.

4. System nach Anspruch 3, wobei das aufwärts erwei-
terte Frequenzspektrum eine höhere Frequenz auf-
weist als das abwärts erweiterte Frequenzspektrum.

5. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der GSO-Satellit
betreibbar ist, Signale im GSO-Frequenzspektrum
und im erweiterten Frequenzspektrum zu empfan-
gen.

6. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der GSO-Satellit
ferner Folgendes umfasst:

einen rauscharmen Verstärker, der betreibbar
ist, die übertragenen Signale zu verstärken und
ein verstärktes Signal auszugeben;
einen Frequenzmischer mit einem ersten Ein-
gang, der angepasst ist, das verstärkte Signal
zu empfangen,
einem zweiten Eingang, der an einen lokalen
Oszillator gekoppelt ist, und einem Ausgang,
der eine Vielzahl von Frequenzprodukten, die
ein abwärts erweitertes Frequenzspektrum be-
inhalten, aufweist;
einen Splitter mit einem Eingang, der an den
Mischerausgang gekoppelt ist, einem ersten
Splitterausgang und einem zweiten Splitteraus-
gang;
einen ersten Bandpassfilter mit einem ersten
Bandpasseingang, der an den ersten Splitter-
ausgang gekoppelt ist, und einem ersten Band-
passausgang, der an einen ersten Eingang ei-
nes Schalters gekoppelt ist;
einen zweiten Bandpassfilter mit einem zweiten
Bandpasseingang, der an den zweiten Splitter-
ausgang gekoppelt ist, und einem zweiten Aus-
gang, der an einen zweiten Eingang des Schal-
ters gekoppelt ist;
wobei der erste Bandpassfilter die Bandbreite
des GSO-Frequenzspektrums passiert;
wobei der zweite Bandpassfilter die Bandbreite
des erweiterten Frequenzspektrums passiert
und

wobei ein Ausgang des Schalters selektiv ent-
weder an den ersten Schaltereingang oder den
zweiten Schaltereingang gekoppelt ist.

7. System nach Anspruch 6, wobei der GSO-Satellit
ferner eine Steuervorrichtung umfasst, die ange-
passt ist, Anweisungen, die vom Befehlszentrum
übertragen werden, zu decodieren, wobei die Steu-
ervorrichtung den Ausgang des Schalters gemäß
den decodierten Anweisungen mit dem ersten Ein-
gang oder dem zweiten Eingang verbindet, wobei
der Ausgang des Schalters mit dem ersten Eingang
verbunden ist, wenn erwartet wird, dass mindestens
ein NGSO-Satellit mit Bezug auf das Erdendgerät
und den GSO-Satelliten sich mit diesen in einer Linie
befindet, und wobei der Ausgang des Schalters mit
dem zweiten Eingang verbunden ist, wenn erwartet
wird, dass kein NGSO-Satellit mit Bezug auf das Er-
dendgerät und den GSO-Satelliten sich mit diesen
in einer Linie befindet.

8. Verfahren zum Betreiben eines geostationären
(GSO-) Satellitensystems, das Folgendes umfasst:

Übertragen von Signalen von einem Erdendge-
rät unter Verwendung eines GSO-Frequenz-
spektrums zu einem GSO-Satelliten, wobei das
Erdendgerät ferner betreibbar ist, unter Verwen-
dung eines erweiterten Frequenzspektrums Si-
gnale an den GSO-Satelliten zu übertragen, wo-
bei das erweiterte Frequenzspektrum das GSO-
Frequenzspektrum und ein nichtgeostationäres
(NGSO-) Frequenzspektrum beinhaltet;
Anweisen des Erdendgeräts durch ein Befehls-
zentrum, Signale nur unter Verwendung des
GSO-Frequenzspektrums zum GSO-Satelliten
zu übertragen, wenn erwartet wird, dass mit Be-
zug auf das Erdendgerät und den GSO-Satelli-
ten ein NGSO-Satellit sich mit diesen in einer
Linie befindet, und
Anweisen des Erdendgeräts durch das Befehls-
zentrum, Signale unter Verwendung des erwei-
terten Frequenzspektrums zum GSO-Satelliten
zu übertragen, wenn erwartet wird, dass mit Be-
zug auf das Erdendgerät und den GSO-Satelli-
ten kein NGSO-Satellit sich mit diesen in einer
Linie befindet.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Befehlszen-
trum ferner das Erdendgerät anweist, Signale unter
kontinuierlicher Verwendung des erweiterten Fre-
quenzspektrums zum GSO-Satelliten zu übertra-
gen, wenn der NGSO-Satellit nicht im NGSO-Fre-
quenzspektrum betrieben wird.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Befehlszen-
trum ferner das Erdendgerät anweist, Signale unter
kontinuierlicher Verwendung des erweiterten Fre-
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quenzspektrums zum GSO-Satelliten zu übertra-
gen, wenn kein NGSO-Satellit im NGSO-Frequenz-
spektrum betrieben wird, und Signale nur unter Ver-
wendung des GSO-Spektrums an den GSO-Satel-
liten zu übertragen, wenn ein NGO-Satellit beginnt,
im NGSO-Frequenzspektrum betrieben zu werden.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei der GSO-Satellit
betreibbar ist, Signale mit abwärts gewandelter Fre-
quenz zu mindestens einem Bereich auf der Erde
zu übertragen.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Befehlszen-
trum eine Datenverarbeitungseinheit umfasst, die an
einen Speicher gekoppelt ist, der angepasst ist, Or-
bitalephemeridendaten des NGSO-Satelliten zu
speichern.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, wobei die Orbitalephe-
meridendaten aktualisierbar sind.

14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Befehlszen-
trum sich an einem Ort auf der Erde befindet.

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Befehlszen-
trum unter einer Vielzahl von Orten auf der Erde ver-
teilt ist.

Revendications

1. Système de communication par satellite géostation-
naire (GSO) comprenant :

un terminal terrestre permettant de transmettre
des signaux à un satellite GSO en utilisant un
spectre de fréquences GSO, le terminal terres-
tre permettant en outre de transmettre des si-
gnaux au satellite GSO en utilisant un spectre
de fréquences étendu, le spectre de fréquences
étendu comprenant le spectre de fréquences
GSO et un spectre de fréquences non géosta-
tionnaire (NGSO) ;
un centre de contrôle permettant d’ordonner au
terminal terrestre de transmettre des signaux
vers le satellite GSO en utilisant uniquement le
spectre de fréquences GSO, lorsque l’on s’at-
tend à ce qu’un satellite NGSO soit en ligne par
rapport au terminal terrestre et au satellite GSO ;
et
dans lequel le centre de commande permet en
outre d’ordonner au terminal terrestre de trans-
mettre des signaux au satellite GSO en utilisant
le spectre de fréquences étendu lorsque l’on
s’attend à ce qu’aucun satellite NGSO ne soit
en ligne par rapport au terminal terrestre et au
satellite GSO.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le cen-
tre de commande permet en outre d’ordonner au ter-
minal terrestre de transmettre des signaux au satel-
lite GSO en utilisant le spectre de fréquences étendu
de manière continue lorsqu’un satellite NGSO ne
fonctionne pas dans le spectre de fréquences NG-
SO.

3. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
spectre de fréquences NGSO est dans une plage de
proximité du spectre de fréquences GSO.

4. Système selon la revendication 3, dans lequel le
spectre de fréquences étendu en liaison montante
possède une fréquence plus élevée que le spectre
de fréquences étendu en liaison descendante.

5. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le sa-
tellite GSO permet de recevoir des signaux dans le
spectre de fréquences GSO et dans le spectre de
fréquence étendu.

6. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le sa-
tellite GSO comprend en outre :

un amplificateur de bruit faible permettant d’am-
plifier les signaux transmis et d’émettre un signal
amplifié ;
un mélangeur de fréquence comprenant une
première entrée conçue pour recevoir le signal
amplifié, une seconde entrée couplée à un os-
cillateur local, et une sortie comprenant une plu-
ralité de produits de fréquences comprenant un
spectre fréquences étendu en liaison
descendante ;
un diviseur comprenant une entrée couplée à la
sortie du mélangeur, une première sortie de di-
viseur et une seconde sortie de diviseur ;
un premier filtre passe-bande ayant une premiè-
re entrée de passe-bande couplée à la première
sortie de diviseur et une première sortie de pas-
se-bande couplée à une première entrée d’un
commutateur ;
un second filtre passe-bande ayant une secon-
de entrée de passe-bande couplée à la seconde
sortie de diviseur et une seconde sortie couplée
à une seconde entrée du commutateur ;
dans lequel le premier filtre passe-bande laisse
passer la largeur de bande du spectre de fré-
quences GSO ;
dans lequel le second filtre passe-bande laisse
passer la largeur de bande du spectre de fré-
quences étendu ; et
dans lequel une sortie du commutateur est sé-
lectivement couplée soit à la première entrée de
commutateur soit à la seconde entrée de com-
mutateur.
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7. Système selon la revendication 6, dans lequel le sa-
tellite GSO comprend en outre un dispositif de com-
mande conçu pour décoder des instructions trans-
mises depuis le centre de contrôle ;
dans lequel le dispositif de commande connecte la
sortie du commutateur à la première entrée ou la
seconde entrée en fonction des instructions déco-
dées, dans lequel la sortie du commutateur est con-
nectée à la première entrée lorsque l’on s’attend à
ce qu’au moins un satellite NGSO soit en ligne par
rapport au terminal terrestre et au satellite GSO, et
dans lequel la sortie du commutateur est connectée
à la seconde entrée lorsque l’on s’attend à ce
qu’aucun satellite NGSO ne soit en ligne par rapport
au terminal terrestre et au satellite GSO.

8. Procédé de fonctionnement d’un système de satel-
lite géostationnaire (GSO), consistant à :

transmettre des signaux depuis un terminal ter-
restre vers un satellite GSO en utilisant un spec-
tre de fréquences GSO, le terminal terrestre per-
mettant en outre de transmettre des signaux au
satellite GSO en utilisant un spectre de fréquen-
ces étendu, le spectre de fréquences étendu
comprenant le spectre de fréquences GSO et
un spectre de fréquences non géostationnaire
(NGSO) ;
ordonner au terminal terrestre de transmettre
des signaux vers le satellite GSO en utilisant
uniquement le spectre de fréquences GSO, lors-
que l’on s’attend à ce qu’un satellite NGSO soit
en ligne par rapport au terminal terrestre et au
satellite GSO à l’aide d’un centre de contrôle, et
ordonner au terminal terrestre de transmettre
des signaux au satellite GSO en utilisant le spec-
tre de fréquences étendu lorsque l’on s’attend
à ce qu’aucun satellite NGSO ne soit en ligne
par rapport au terminal terrestre et au satellite
GSO à l’aide du centre de contrôle.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le cen-
tre de contrôle ordonne en outre au terminal terrestre
de transmettre des signaux au satellite GSO en uti-
lisant le spectre de fréquences étendu de manière
continue lorsqu’un satellite NGSO ne fonctionne pas
dans le spectre de fréquences NGSO.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le cen-
tre de contrôle ordonne en outre au terminal terrestre
de transmettre des signaux au satellite GSO en uti-
lisant le spectre de fréquences étendu de manière
continue lorsqu’aucun satellite NGSO ne fonctionne
dans le spectre de fréquences NGSO, et de trans-
mettre des signaux au satellite GSO en utilisant uni-
quement le spectre GSO une fois qu’un satellite
NGO commence à fonctionner dans le spectre de
fréquences NGSO.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le sa-
tellite GSO permet de transmettre des signaux con-
vertis vers le bas en fréquence vers au moins une
zone terrestre.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le cen-
tre de contrôle comprend une unité de traitement de
données couplées à une unité de mémoire conçue
pour stocker des données d’éphéméride orbital du
satellite NGSO.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 12, dans lequel les
données d’éphéméride orbital peuvent être mises à
jour.

14. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le cen-
tre de contrôle se situe en un emplacement terrestre.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le cen-
tre de contrôle est réparti parmi plusieurs emplace-
ments terrestres.
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