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(54) EXHAUST GAS PURIFIER OF HYBRID ELECTRIC CAR

(57) An ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst (48) is interposed in an exhaust passage of an en-
gine (2) provided in a series-type hybrid electric vehicle
(1), and a urea water injector (52) is disposed in the ex-
haust passage to supply a urea water into exhaust gas
existing upstream of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst (48). The engine (2) is started and
stopped in accordance with the storage state of a battery
(8), and the urea water injector (52) is controlled in ac-
cordance with the operating state of the engine (2). When
the engine (2) is to be stopped, an adsorption increasing
operation for increasing the amount of ammonia ad-
sorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx
catalyst (48) is executed over a predetermined period
before the engine (2) is stopped.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an exhaust pu-
rification device for use in a hybrid electric vehicle. More
particularly, the invention relates to an exhaust purifica-
tion device for a series-type hybrid electric vehicle where-
in a generator is driven by using power from an engine
which is not used for moving the vehicle, the electric pow-
er generated by the generator is stored in a battery, and
an electric motor is driven by the electric power supplied
from the battery and used as a power source for moving
the vehicle.

Background Art

[0002] A type of hybrid electric vehicle known as a se-
ries-type hybrid electric vehicle has been developed and
put to practical use, in which a generator is driven by the
power of an engine which is not used for moving the
vehicle, the electric power generated by the generator is
stored in a battery, and an electric motor is driven by the
electric power supplied from the battery and used as a
power source for moving the vehicle. In such a series-
type hybrid electric vehicle, when the storage rate of the
battery has become low, the engine is started to operate,
and the electric power generated by the generator that
is driven by the engine is stored in the battery. When the
storage rate of the battery is recovered up to a predeter-
mined storage rate by the electric power generated by
the generator, the engine is stopped.
[0003] Compared with an engine used as a power
source for moving a vehicle, the engine used in the se-
ries-type hybrid electric vehicle can be operated in an
operation region where pollutants contained in the ex-
haust gas are relatively small. However, the exhaust gas
from the engine still contains pollutants, and therefore,
an exhaust purification device is used to purify the ex-
haust gas. An exhaust purification device for a hybrid
electric vehicle has been proposed in Unexamined Jap-
anese Patent Publication No. 2005-248875 (hereinafter,
referred to as Patent Document 1), in which the temper-
ature of a catalyst provided in the exhaust purification
device is kept at a proper temperature to satisfactorily
purify the exhaust gas.
[0004] The exhaust gas from the engine also contains
NOx (nitrogen oxides) as a kind of pollutant. An exhaust
purification device has been known in which an ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is disposed in the
exhaust passage of the engine to reduce the NOx and
thereby purify the exhaust gas. Thus, it is conceivable
that such an ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst may be applied to the exhaust purification device
for a hybrid electric vehicle.
[0005] Where the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst is used in an exhaust purification device,
generally, urea water, which is easier to handle than am-

monia, is fed into the exhaust gas in order to supply am-
monia as a reducing agent to the ammonia selective re-
duction-type NOx catalyst. In this case, the urea water
is injected into the exhaust gas by using a urea-water
injector or the like inserted in the exhaust passage. The
urea in the atomized urea water injected into the exhaust
gas from the urea-water injector is hydrolyzed by heat of
the exhaust gas, and ammonia produced as a result is
supplied to the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx
catalyst. The ammonia is once adsorbed by the ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst, and as the deni-
tration reaction between the ammonia and the NOx in
the exhaust gas is promoted by the ammonia selective
reduction-type NOx catalyst, the NOx is reduced to purify
the exhaust gas.
[0006] In the case of such an exhaust purification de-
vice provided with the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst, immediately after the engine is started, the
temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst and of the urea-water injector is low, and
thus the urea in the injected urea water cannot be satis-
factorily hydrolyzed within the exhaust gas. For this rea-
son, the injection of the urea water from the urea-water
injector needs to be kept stopped until the exhaust tem-
perature rises to a certain temperature after the start of
the engine.
[0007] However, if the supply of the urea water is
stopped after the start of the engine until the temperature
of the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst
and of the urea water injector rises to a certain level, the
selective reduction of NOx by means of the ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst using, as a reduc-
ing agent, the ammonia produced from the urea water is
not carried out while the supply of the urea water is
stopped, giving rise to a problem that the exhaust gas
cannot be purified.
[0008] In the case of the series-type hybrid electric ve-
hicle in particular, the engine is repeatedly started and
stopped depending on the storage rate of the battery, as
stated above. Each time the engine is started, therefore,
a situation is repeated where the exhaust gas fails to be
purified by selectively reducing NOx. As a result, the ex-
haust purification efficiency of the ammonia selective re-
duction-type NOx catalyst significantly lowers, posing a
major problem.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0009] The present invention has been made in view
of the above circumstances, and an object thereof is to
provide an exhaust purification device capable of improv-
ing the exhaust purification efficiency of an ammonia se-
lective reduction-type NOx catalyst provided in a series-
type hybrid electric vehicle.
[0010] To achieve the object, an exhaust purification
device for a hybrid electric vehicle according to the
present invention, in which a generator is driven by using
power from an engine which is not used for moving the
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vehicle, electric power generated by the generator is
stored in a battery, and an electric motor that is driven
by the electric power supplied from the battery is used
as a power source for moving the vehicle, comprises: an
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst inter-
posed in an exhaust passage of the engine, for selectively
reducing NOx contained in exhaust gas by using ammo-
nia as a reducing agent; a urea water supply unit for sup-
plying urea water into the exhaust gas existing upstream
of the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst;
and a control unit for starting or stopping the engine in
accordance with a storage state of the battery and con-
trolling the urea water supply unit in accordance with an
operating state of the engine, wherein, when the engine
in operation is to be stopped, the control unit stops the
engine after executing, over a predetermined period prior
to stoppage of the engine, an adsorption increasing op-
eration in which an amount of ammonia adsorbed by the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is in-
creased, compared with that before the predetermined
period.
[0011] In the hybrid electric vehicle equipped with the
exhaust purification device configured as stated above,
the motive power of the engine is not used for moving
the vehicle but is used to drive the generator. The engine
is started or stopped by the control unit in accordance
with the storage state of the battery which supplies elec-
tric power to the electric motor serving as a power source
for moving the vehicle.
[0012] In the exhaust purification device, the control
unit controls the urea water supply unit in accordance
with the operating state of the engine, to supply the urea
water from the urea water supply unit into the exhaust
gas existing upstream of the ammonia selective reduc-
tion-type NOx catalyst. Urea contained in the urea water
supplied from the urea water supply unit into the exhaust
gas is hydrolyzed by heat of the exhaust gas, and am-
monia produced as a result is supplied to the ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst. The ammonia is
once adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst, and as the denitration reaction between
the ammonia and the NOx in the exhaust gas is promoted
by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst,
the NOx is reduced, thereby purifying the exhaust gas.
[0013] When the engine is to be stopped, the control
unit stops the engine after executing, over the predeter-
mined period prior to stoppage of the engine, the adsorp-
tion increasing operation in which the amount of ammo-
nia adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst is increased, compared with that before the
predetermined period. Consequently, the engine is
stopped with a large amount of ammonia adsorbed by
the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
When the engine is again started thereafter in accord-
ance with the storage state of the battery, therefore, the
NOx in the exhaust gas can be selectively reduced by a
large amount of ammonia adsorbed by the ammonia se-
lective reduction-type NOx catalyst to purify the exhaust

gas, even in a situation where the urea water should not
be supplied from the urea water supply unit because of
the low temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst, the urea water supply unit or the like.
As a result, it is possible to suppress lowering in the pu-
rification efficiency of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst after the start of the engine.
[0014] In the exhaust purification device for a hybrid
electric vehicle, the control unit may execute the adsorp-
tion increasing operation, for example, by controlling the
engine such that temperature of the exhaust gas flowing
into the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst
is lowered, compared with that during operation of the
engine and before the predetermined period.
[0015] The amount of ammonia that the ammonia se-
lective reduction-type NOx catalyst can adsorb increases
as the temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst decreases. Accordingly, by executing
the adsorption increasing operation by the control unit
such that the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing into
the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is
lowered, compared with that before the execution of the
adsorption increasing operation, it is possible to increase
the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the ammonia se-
lective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
[0016] For example, to lower the exhaust temperature,
the control unit may cause revolution speed of the engine
to be lowered, compared with that before the predeter-
mined period, thereby lowering the temperature of the
exhaust gas flowing into the ammonia selective reduc-
tion-type NOx catalyst. Alternatively, the control unit may
cause load of the engine to be lowered, compared with
that before the predetermined period, to lower the tem-
perature of the exhaust gas flowing into the ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
[0017] Preferably, in the exhaust purification device for
a hybrid electric vehicle, while the adsorption increasing
operation is executed, the control unit controls the urea
water supply unit to supply a target supply amount of the
urea water, which is set on the basis of an amount of
ammonia consumed by reduction of the NOx by the am-
monia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst and a max-
imum amount of ammonia that can be adsorbed by the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
[0018] Where the urea water supply amount is control-
led in this manner, the largest possible amount of am-
monia can be adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduc-
tion-type NOx catalyst during the adsorption increasing
operation, without causing ammonia slip from the ammo-
nia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
[0019] For example, the control unit may set, as the
predetermined period, a period after the storage rate of
the battery charged by operating the engine reaches a
predetermined first upper-limit storage rate until the stor-
age rate of the battery increases up to a predetermined
second upper-limit storage rate higher than the first up-
per-limit storage rate, and stop the engine when the stor-
age rate of the battery reaches the second upper-limit
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storage rate.
[0020] Where the adsorption increasing operation is
executed over the thus-set period by the control unit, the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is al-
lowed to adsorb ammonia during the charging of the bat-
tery, in preparation for the subsequent startup of the en-
gine. It is therefore unnecessary to operate the engine
for an extra period of time to increase the ammonia ad-
sorption amount, preventing lowering in the fuel efficien-
cy of the engine.
[0021] Alternatively, when the battery needs to be
charged, the control unit may start the engine to operate
to charge the battery, then execute the adsorption in-
creasing operation over the predetermined period after
charging of the battery is completed, and subsequently
stop the engine.
[0022] Where the adsorption increasing operation is
executed in this manner by the control unit over the pre-
determined period after the charging of the battery is
completed, the adsorption increasing operation can be
reliably performed over the predetermined time, without
being affected by the charging of the battery. As a result,
the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst can
adsorb ammonia with accuracy.
[0023] In the exhaust purification device for a hybrid
electric vehicle, during operation of the engine, the con-
trol unit may control the engine with a control amount of
the engine set to a target control amount. Preferably, in
this case, after the engine is started, the control unit may
cause the control amount of the engine to gradually ap-
proach the target control amount such that a rate of in-
crease in exhaust temperature of the engine is gentler
than when the control amount of the engine is immedi-
ately set to the target control amount.
[0024] The maximum amount of ammonia that can be
adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx
catalyst decreases with increase in the temperature of
the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
Thus, where the control amount of the engine is caused
to gradually approach the target control amount by the
control unit when the engine is started, the maximum
ammonia adsorption amount of the ammonia selective
reduction-type NOx catalyst moderately decreases as
the exhaust temperature rises. The actual ammonia ad-
sorption amount, which decreases due to the selective
reduction of the NOx, can therefore be controlled so as
not to become larger than the maximum ammonia ad-
sorption amount, which decreases with increase in the
exhaust temperature. Consequently, it is possible to re-
liably prevent the occurrence of ammonia slip attributable
to sharp rise in the exhaust temperature at the start of
the engine, so that the amount of ammonia adsorbed by
the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst dur-
ing the adsorption increasing operation can be increased.
[0025] In this case, the control unit may set, as the
target control amount, a target revolution speed of the
engine, and after the engine is started, the control unit
may cause the revolution speed of the engine to gradually

increase to the target revolution speed. Consequently,
the exhaust temperature of the engine rises at a rate
gentler than in the case where the revolution speed of
the engine is immediately raised to the target revolution
speed.
[0026] Alternatively, the control unit may set the target
control amount equal to a control amount of the engine
with which the generator generates target electric power,
and after the engine is started, the control unit may vary
the control amount of the engine to the target control
amount such that the electric power generated by the
generator gradually increases to the target electric pow-
er. As a consequence, the exhaust temperature of the
engine increases at a rate gentler than in the case where
the electric power generated by the generator is imme-
diately increased to the target electric power.
[0027] The exhaust purification device may further
comprise catalyst temperature detection unit for detect-
ing temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst. In this case, after the engine is started, the
control unit may cause the control amount of the engine
to gradually approach the target control amount on the
basis of the temperature of the ammonia selective reduc-
tion-type NOx catalyst detected by the catalyst temper-
ature detection unit such that while the exhaust temper-
ature of the engine is increased, the temperature of the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is con-
tinuously controlled to a temperature at which a maxi-
mum amount of ammonia that can be adsorbed by the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is larger
than or equal to an amount of ammonia actually adsorbed
by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.
[0028] In this case, the exhaust temperature can be
gradually raised so that the maximum ammonia adsorp-
tion amount may decrease with increase in the temper-
ature of the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst, without dropping below the amount of ammonia
actually adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst and consumed by the selective reduc-
tion of NOx. It is therefore possible to reliably prevent the
occurrence of ammonia slip at the start of the engine.
Also, in this case, since the elevation of the exhaust tem-
perature need not be delayed more than necessary, the
exhaust temperature can be raised as quickly as possible
to the temperature at which the urea water can be sup-
plied.
[0029] Further, also in the case where the exhaust pu-
rification device is configured such that after the engine
is started, the control unit causes the control amount of
the engine to gradually approach the target control
amount, the control unit may execute the adsorption in-
creasing operation by controlling the engine such that
the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing into the am-
monia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst is lowered,
compared with that during operation of the engine and
before the predetermined period.
[0030] The amount of ammonia that the ammonia se-
lective reduction-type NOx catalyst can adsorb increases
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as the temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst decreases, as mentioned above. Ac-
cordingly, by executing the adsorption increasing oper-
ation by the control unit such that the temperature of the
exhaust gas flowing into the ammonia selective reduc-
tion-type NOx catalyst is lowered, compared with that
before the execution of the adsorption increasing oper-
ation, it is possible to increase the amount of ammonia
adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx
catalyst.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0031]

FIG. 1 illustrates an entire configuration of a hybrid
electric vehicle to which is applied an exhaust puri-
fication device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates a system configuration of an engine
installed in the hybrid electric vehicle of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating charge control exe-
cuted by an HEV-ECU;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating engine operation con-
trol executed by the HEV-ECU according to a first
embodiment;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating urea water supply
control executed by an engine ECU;
FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating the relationship between
the temperature of an SCR catalyst and the amount
of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst;
FIG. 7 is a time chart illustrating the relationship of
temporal changes in various values according to the
first embodiment, the values including a target en-
gine revolution speed set by the engine operation
control, the temperature of an exhaust gas flowing
into the SCR catalyst, a target urea water supply
amount set by the urea water supply control, and the
NOx concentration of the exhaust gas emitted from
an exhaust aftertreatment device;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating engine operation con-
trol executed by the HEV-ECU according to a second
embodiment; and
FIG. 9 is a time chart illustrating the relationship of
temporal changes in various values according to the
second embodiment, the values including the target
engine revolution speed set by the engine operation
control, the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing
into the SCR catalyst, the target urea water supply
amount set by the urea water supply control, and the
NOx concentration of the exhaust gas emitted from
the exhaust aftertreatment device.

Best Mode of Carrying out the Invention

[0032] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

[0033] FIG. 1 illustrates an entire configuration of a se-
ries-type hybrid electric vehicle 1 to which is applied an
exhaust purification device according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[0034] A diesel engine (hereinafter, merely referred to
as engine) 2 has an output shaft coupled to a rotary shaft
of a generator 4. The output of the engine 2 is not used
for moving the vehicle but is used to drive the generator
4. Electric power generated by the generator 4 as it is
driven by the engine 2 is stored in a battery 8 through an
inverter 6. The inverter 6 controls the electric current flow-
ing between the generator 4 and the battery 8 to adjust
the electric power to be generated by the generator 4 so
that the battery 8 may be properly charged with the elec-
tric power supplied from the generator 4. Also, the gen-
erator 4 can be supplied with electric power from the bat-
tery 8 while the engine 2 is stopped, whereupon the gen-
erator 4 functions as an electric motor to crank the engine
2.
[0035] The hybrid electric vehicle 1 is equipped with
an electric motor 10 as a power source for moving the
vehicle. The output shaft of the electric motor 10 is cou-
pled, through a reduction gear unit 12, a differential gear
unit 14 and a pair of drive shafts 16, to right and left driving
wheels 18. The electric motor 10 is supplied with electric
power from the battery 8 through the inverter 6. The in-
verter 6 adjusts the electric power supplied to the electric
motor 10, whereby the driving force transmitted from the
electric motor 10 to the driving wheels 18 can be adjusted.
[0036] When the vehicle is braked, on the other hand,
the electric motor 10 serves as a generator. At this time,
the kinetic energy of the vehicle is transmitted though the
driving wheels 18 to the electric motor 10 and converted
to alternating-current power, so that the electric motor 10
generates regenerative braking torque. The alternating-
current power is converted to direct-current power by the
inverter 6 and then stored in the battery 8. Namely, at
braking, the kinetic energy of the vehicle is recovered in
the form of electrical energy.
[0037] An HEV-ECU (control unit) 20 collects informa-
tion about operating states of the engine 2, generator 4,
inverter 6, electric motor 10 and vehicle, as well as other
information from an engine ECU (control unit) 22 for con-
trolling the engine 2, and a battery ECU 24 for monitoring
the status of the battery 8. Based on the collected infor-
mation, the HEV-ECU 20 performs comprehensive con-
trol by sending instructions to the engine ECU 22 and
the battery ECU 24 so that the engine 2, the generator
4, the inverter 6 and the electric motor 10 may operate
properly.
[0038] Specifically, an accelerator position sensor 28
for detecting a depression amount of an accelerator ped-
al 26 is electrically connected to the HEV-ECU 20. In
accordance with the depression amount of the acceler-
ator pedal 26 detected by the accelerator position sensor
28, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 to adjust the
driving force transmitted from the electric motor 10 to the
driving wheels 18 so as to match the driver’s demand.
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Also, when the vehicle is braked, the HEV-ECU 20 con-
trols the inverter 6 to adjust the electric power supplied
from the electric motor 10, then functioning as a gener-
ator, to the battery 8, thereby controlling the regenerative
braking force generated by the electric motor 10. Further,
when the battery 8 needs to be charged, the HEV-ECU
20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to start the engine 2 so
that the generator 4 may be driven by the engine 2, and
also controls the inverter 6 to cause the generator 4 to
generate designated electric power so that the battery 8
may be properly charged.
[0039] The engine ECU 22 is provided for performing
overall operation control of the engine 2. In accordance
with the instructions from the HEV-ECU 20, the engine
ECU 22 controls the operation of the engine 2 to drive
the generator 4 so that electric power necessary for
charging the battery 8 may be generated by the generator
4. As such operation control of the engine 2, the engine
ECU 22 adjusts the fuel injection quantity, fuel injection
timing and the like of the engine 2 and also sends to the
HEV-ECU 20 various information acquired from the en-
gine 2.
[0040] The battery ECU 24 detects the temperature
and voltage of the battery 8, as well as the electric current
flowing between the inverter 6 and the battery 8. Also,
the battery ECU 24 obtains a storage rate SOC of the
battery 8 on the basis of the detection results, and sends
the storage rate SOC, along with the detection results,
to the HEV-ECU 20.
[0041] In the hybrid electric vehicle 1 configured as
described above, when the accelerator pedal 26 is
pressed by the driver, the HEV-ECU 20 obtains a driving
torque to be transmitted to the driving wheels 18 on the
basis of the depression amount of the accelerator pedal
26, detected by the accelerator position sensor 28, and
the running speed of the vehicle, detected by a running
speed sensor (not shown). Then, the HEV-ECU 20 con-
trols the inverter 6 to cause the electric motor 10 to gen-
erate the driving torque, so that the electric power stored
in the battery 8 is supplied to the electric motor 10 through
the inverter 6. The driving torque thus generated by the
electric motor 10 is transmitted through the reduction
gear unit 12, the differential gear unit 14 and the drive
shafts 16 to the right and left driving wheels 18, with the
result that the vehicle travels.
[0042] As the electric power is supplied to the electric
motor 10, the storage rate of the battery 8 gradually de-
creases. Thus, in order to prevent the battery 8 from be-
coming over-discharged, the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the
engine ECU 22 in accordance with the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 supplied from the battery ECU 24 such
that the engine 2 is operated to drive the generator 4.
[0043] When the storage rate of the battery 8 is so low
that the battery 8 needs to be charged, the engine ECU
22 starts the engine 2 in accordance with the instruction
from the HEV-ECU 20, to drive the generator 4. At this
time, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 such that
a designated amount of electric power is obtained from

the generator 4 at a designated revolution speed. In co-
operation with this control, the engine ECU 22 controls
the engine 2 such that the engine 2 is operated at a target
revolution speed equal to the designated revolution
speed. The designated revolution speed and the desig-
nated amount of electric power are set beforehand so
that the revolution speed and load of the engine 2 may
individually fall within a region where the concentration
of NOx (nitrogen oxides) in the exhaust gas discharged
from the engine 2 can be minimized.
[0044] Even if the operation of the engine 2 is control-
led in this manner, the exhaust gas discharged from the
engine 2 still contains air pollutants such as NOx and
particulates. It is therefore necessary that the exhaust
gas discharged from the engine 2 should be purified. In
the following, the arrangement for purifying the exhaust
gas discharged from the engine 2 will be described in
detail with reference to FIG. 2 illustrating a system con-
figuration of the engine 2.
[0045] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the engine 2 comprises
an engine body 30 where fuel is burned in cylinders to
produce a driving force for driving the generator 4, an
intake pipe 32 for supplying air to the engine body 30 to
burn the fuel, and an exhaust pipe (exhaust passage) 34
for discharging an exhaust gas produced as a result of
the combustion of the fuel.
[0046] The exhaust pipe 34 has an exhaust aftertreat-
ment device 36 inserted therein for purifying the exhaust
gas discharged from the engine body 30. The exhaust
aftertreatment device 36 comprises an upstream casing
38 and a downstream casing 42 connected to the down-
stream side of the upstream casing 38 by a communica-
tion passage 40. The upstream casing 38 contains a pre-
stage oxidation catalyst 44, as well as a particulate filter
(hereinafter, referred to as filter) 46 on the downstream
side of the pre-stage oxidation catalyst 44. The filter 46
traps and collects particulates contained in the exhaust
gas from the engine body 30 to purify the exhaust gas.
[0047] The pre-stage oxidation catalyst 44 oxidizes
NO (nitrogen monoxide) in the exhaust gas to produce
NO2 (nitrogen dioxide). Since the pre-stage oxidation cat-
alyst 44 and the filter 46 are arranged in this order, the
particulates collected by and accumulated in the filter 46
react with the NO2 supplied from the pre-stage oxidation
catalyst 44, so that the particulates are oxidized. Accord-
ingly, the particulates are removed from the filter 46, and
the filter 46 is continuously regenerated.
[0048] On the other hand, the downstream casing 42
contains an ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst (hereinafter, referred to as SCR catalyst) 48 for se-
lectively reducing NOx in the exhaust gas by using am-
monia as a reducing agent, to purify the exhaust gas.
Also, a post-stage oxidation catalyst 50 for removing the
ammonia flowing from the SCR catalyst 48 is contained
in the downstream casing 42 on the downstream side of
the SCR catalyst 48. The post-stage oxidation catalyst
50 also has the function of oxidizing CO (carbon monox-
ide) produced when the particulates are burned during
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the forced regeneration of the filter 46, the resultant CO2
(carbon dioxide) being released into the atmosphere.
[0049] The communication passage 40 is provided
with a urea water injector (urea water supply unit) 52 for
injecting a urea water into the exhaust gas existing in the
communication passage 40. The urea water is stored in
a urea water tank 56 and fed to the urea water injector
52 via a urea water supply pump (not shown). The urea
water injector 52 is opened and closed to inject the urea
water supplied thereto into the exhaust gas existing in
the communication passage 40.
[0050] Urea contained in the atomized urea water in-
jected from the urea water injector 52 is hydrolyzed by
heat of the exhaust gas, producing ammonia, which is
supplied to the SCR catalyst 48. The ammonia thus sup-
plied is once adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, and as
the denitration reaction between the adsorbed ammonia
and the NOx in the exhaust gas is promoted by the SCR
catalyst 48, the NOx turns to harmless N2. If, at this time,
ammonia flows out of the SCR catalyst 48 without react-
ing with NOx, such ammonia is removed by the post-
stage oxidation catalyst 50.
[0051] Further, an exhaust temperature sensor 54 for
detecting the temperature of the exhaust gas is arranged
upstream of the SCR catalyst 48 in the downstream cas-
ing 42. The exhaust temperature sensor 54 detects the
temperature of the exhaust gas flowing into the SCR cat-
alyst 48.
[0052] The engine ECU 22 comprises a CPU, memory
chips, timer-counters and the like, in order to control the
engine body 30 and the urea water injector 52 in accord-
ance with the instructions from the HEV-ECU 20. On the
basis of information from various sensors mounted on
the engine body 30, such as a revolution speed sensor
58 for detecting the revolution speed of the engine body
30, the engine ECU 22 computes various control
amounts such as the quantity of fuel to be supplied to
the individual cylinders of the engine body 30 and the
amount of the urea water to be injected from the urea
water injector 52, and controls various devices in accord-
ance with the obtained control amounts.
[0053] As stated above, the storage rate of the battery
8 lowers as the electric power is supplied to the electric
motor 10, and if it is judged by the HEV-ECU 20 on the
basis of the storage rate of the battery 8 detected by the
battery ECU 24 that the battery 8 needs to be charged,
the engine 2 configured as described above is started by
the engine ECU 22. After being started, the engine 2 is
controlled by the engine ECU 22 in accordance with the
instructions from the HEV-ECU 20 such that the battery
8 is properly charged with the electric power generated
by the generator 4.
[0054] In order to drive the generator 4 appropriately
by the engine 2 and also to maintain the storage rate of
the battery 8 appropriately by charging the battery 8 with
the electric power generated by the generator 4, the HEV-
ECU 20 repeatedly executes charge control at predeter-
mined control intervals, in accordance with the flowchart

of FIG. 3. The charge control is started when a starting
switch (not shown), which is arranged in the passenger
compartment of the hybrid electric vehicle 1, is operated
to an ON-position, and is terminated when the starting
switch is operated to an OFF-position.
[0055] When the charge control is started because the
starting switch is operated to the ON-position, the HEV-
ECU 20 determines first in Step S1 whether the value of
a flag F1 is "1" or not.
[0056] The flag F1 is used for switching an operation
mode, explained later, of the engine 2 as well as a urea
water supply mode, also explained later, of the urea water
injector 52. The HEV-ECU 20 sends the value of the flag
F1 to the engine ECU 22 to instruct same to select the
applicable engine operation mode and urea water supply
mode. Specifically, the value "0" of the flag F1 specifies
a first operation mode as the operation mode of the en-
gine 2 and a first supply mode as the urea water supply
mode. On the other hand, the value "1" of the flag F1
specifies a second operation mode as the operation
mode of the engine 2 and a second supply mode as the
urea water supply mode. In this embodiment, an opera-
tional status in which the engine 2 operates in the second
operation mode and the urea water injector 52 supplies
the urea water in the second supply mode corresponds
to an adsorption increasing operation of the present in-
vention. The first and second operation modes and the
first and second supply modes will be described in detail
later.
[0057] At the start of the charge control, the flag F1 is
set to an initial value "0", and following the decision in
Step S1, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to
Step S2. In Step S2, the HEV-ECU 20 determines wheth-
er the value of a flag F2 is "1" or not.
[0058] The flag F2 indicates whether the battery 8
needs to be charged or not. When the storage rate of the
battery 8 is so low that the battery 8 needs to be charged,
it is necessary that the engine 2 should be started to be
operated to drive the generator 4. Thus, by sending the
value of the flag F2 to the engine ECU 22, the HEV-ECU
20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to start or stop the oper-
ation of the engine 2. Specifically, the value "0" of the
flag F2 indicates that the battery 8 need not be charged,
and the value "1" of the flag F2 indicates that the battery
8 needs to be charged.
[0059] When the charge control is initiated, the flag F2
is set to an initial value "0", and following the decision in
Step S2, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to
Step S3. In Step S3, the HEV-ECU 20 determines wheth-
er or not the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 detected
by the battery ECU 24 has become lower than a prede-
termined lower-limit storage rate SL.
[0060] The lower-limit storage rate SL is a criterion val-
ue on the basis of which whether the battery 8 needs to
be charged or not is determined. If it is judged by the
HEV-ECU 20 that the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
is not lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL, then the
storage rate SOC of the battery 8 has not lowered to such
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a level that the battery 8 needs to be charged. Accord-
ingly, the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for
the present control cycle and, in the next control cycle,
starts the procedure again from Step S1.
[0061] In the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 again
advances the procedure to Step S3 through Steps S1
and S2, because the values of the flags F1 and F2 both
remain at "0". Namely, the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly ex-
ecutes the procedure from Step S1 to Step S3 through
Step S2 unless and until the storage rate SOC of the
battery 8 drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL. If,
as a result of discharge of the battery 8, the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 becomes lower than the lower-limit
storage rate SL, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the proce-
dure to Step S4.
[0062] When the HEV-ECU 20 advances the proce-
dure to Step S4, the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
has become lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL
and thus the battery 8 needs to be charged. Accordingly,
the HEV-ECU 20 sets the value of the flag F2 indicative
of the need for charging to "1" and then advances the
procedure to Step S5.
[0063] In Step S5, the HEV-ECU 20 determines wheth-
er or not the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 detected
by the battery ECU 24 has reached a predetermined first
upper-limit storage rate SU1. If the storage rate SOC of
the battery 8 has not yet reached the first upper-limit stor-
age rate SU1, the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control proce-
dure for the present cycle and, in the next cycle, starts
the procedure again from Step S1.
[0064] In the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 ad-
vances the procedure to Step S5 through Steps S1 and
S2, because the value of the flag F1 remains at "0" while
the value of the flag F2 has been changed to "1". In Step
S5, the HEV-ECU 20 again determines whether or not
the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 has reached the
predetermined first upper-limit storage rate SU1. Name-
ly, the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure
of Steps S1, S2 and S5 unless and until the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1 because of the charging of the battery 8.
[0065] When the value of the flag F2 is set to "1", the
engine 2 is started to drive the generator 4 by engine
operation control described later, so that the electric pow-
er generated by the generator 4 is charged in the battery
8. If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the
first upper-limit storage rate SU1, the HEV-ECU 20 ad-
vances the procedure to Step S6 following the decision
in Step S5. In Step S6, the HEV-ECU 20 sets the value
of the flag F1 to "1", and then in the next Step S7, deter-
mines whether or not the storage rate SOC of the battery
8 detected by the battery ECU 24 has reached a prede-
termined second upper-limit storage rate SU2. The sec-
ond upper-limit storage rate SU2 is set to be higher than
the first upper-limit storage rate SU1. If it is judged in
Step S7 that the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 has
reached the second upper-limit storage rate SU2, the
HEV-ECU 20 concludes that the charging of the battery

8 has been completed. On the other hand, if the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 is still lower than the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2, the HEV-ECU 20 ends the
control procedure for the present cycle and, in the next
control cycle, starts the procedure again from Step S1.
[0066] In the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 ad-
vances the procedure from Step S1 directly to Step S7
because the value of the flag F1 has been set to "1", and
again determines whether or not the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 has reached the second upper-limit stor-
age rate SU2. Namely, the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly ex-
ecutes the procedure of Steps S1 and S7 unless and
until the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being charged
rises up to the second upper-limit storage rate SU2.
[0067] If the battery 8 is charged with the electric power
generated by the generator 4 to such an extent that the
storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2, the HEV-ECU 20 advances
the procedure to Step S8 following the decision in Step
S7. In Step S8, the HEV-ECU 20 resets the value of the
flag F2 to "0" since the battery 8 need not be charged
any longer, also resets the value of the flag F1 to "0" to
prepare for the subsequent charging of the battery 8, and
ends the control procedure for the present cycle. In the
next and succeeding control cycles, therefore, the HEV-
ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure from Step
S1 to Step S3 through Step S2 in the aforementioned
manner unless and until the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 again drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL.
[0068] The HEV-ECU 20 executes the charge control
in this manner whereby, if the storage rate SOC of the
battery 8 drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL, the
value of the flag F2 is set to "1", whereupon the engine
2 is started by the engine operation control, described
later, to drive the generator 4 and the battery 8 is charged
with the electric power generated by the generator 4.
While the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 remains lower
than the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 thereafter, the
value of the flag F1 is kept at "0", whereby the operation
mode of the engine 2 and the supply mode of the urea
water injector 52 are set to the first operation mode and
the first supply mode, respectively, by the engine oper-
ation control and urea water supply control, explained
later.
[0069] If the battery 8 is charged to an extent such that
the storage rate SOC reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1, the value of the flag F1 is set to "1", whereby
the operation mode of the engine 2 and the supply mode
of the urea water injector 52 are set to the second oper-
ation mode and the second supply mode, respectively,
by the engine operation control and the urea water supply
control.
[0070] When the battery 8 is charged to such an extent
that the storage rate SOC reaches the second upper-
limit storage rate SU2, it is judged that the charging of
the battery 8 has been completed. Following this deci-
sion, the engine 2 is stopped by the engine operation
control, and the supply of the urea water from the urea
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water injector 52 is stopped by the urea water supply
control.
[0071] Thus, during the period after the engine 2 is
started to charge the battery 8 until the storage rate SOC
reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1, the engine
2 is operated in the first operation mode and the urea
water injector 52 is operated in the first supply mode. On
the other hand, during the period after the storage rate
SOC reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until
the storage rate SOC increases up to the second upper-
limit storage rate SU2 where the engine 2 is stopped, the
engine 2 is operated in the second operation mode and
the urea water injector 52 is operated in the second sup-
ply mode.
[0072] The engine operation control for controlling the
operation of the engine 2 in accordance with the values
of the flags F1 and F2 will be now described in detail with
reference to FIG. 4. Like the charge control explained
above, the engine operation control is started when the
starting switch is operated to the ON-position. Following
the procedure illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 4, the
engine operation control is executed at the predeter-
mined control intervals by the HEV-ECU 20 in parallel
with the charge control. Also, the engine operation control
is terminated when the starting switch is operated to the
OFF-position, like the charge control.
[0073] In the engine operation control, the HEV-ECU
20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to start and stop the op-
eration of the engine 2 and also to switch the operation
mode in accordance with the values of the flags F1 and
F2 set by the aforementioned charge control. Following
the instructions, the engine ECU 22 starts or stops the
operation of the engine 2 or switches the operation mode.
[0074] When the starting switch is operated to the ON-
position and thus the engine operation control is initiated,
the HEV-ECU 20 determines in Step S11 whether the
value of the flag F2 is "1" or not. The flag F2 indicates
whether the battery 8 needs to be charged or not, as
stated above, and is set to the value "1" when the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 is judged to have dropped below
the lower-limit storage rate SL in the charge control and
thus the battery 8 needs to be charged.
[0075] Accordingly, if the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 is not lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL
and the battery 8 need not be charged, that is, if the value
of the flag F2 has been set to "0" by the charge control,
the generator 4 need not be driven by the engine 2 to
generate electric power. In this case, following the deci-
sion in Step S11, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the proce-
dure to Step S12 and instructs the engine ECU 22 to stop
the engine 2. Since the engine 2 is already at rest, the
engine ECU 22 keeps the engine 2 stopped in accord-
ance with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20.
[0076] Then, the HEV-ECU 20 sets the value of a flag
F3 to "0" in Step S13, and ends the control procedure for
the present cycle. The flag F3 indicates whether or not
the engine 2 is being operated. Specifically, the value "0"
of the flag F3 indicates that the engine 2 is stopped, and

the value "1" of the flag F3 indicates that the engine 2 is
in operation.
[0077] In the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 starts
the procedure again from Step S11 and determines
whether or not the value of the flag F2 is "1". Namely,
the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure
from Step S11 to Step S13 through Step S12 unless and
until the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below
the lower-limit storage rate SL and thus the value of the
flag F2 is set to "1" in the charge control because of the
need for charging the battery 8. Consequently, the engine
2 is kept stopped.
[0078] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 becomes
lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL and the value
of the flag F2 is set to "1" in the charge control because
the battery 8 needs to be charged, the HEV-ECU 20 ad-
vances the procedure to Step S14 of the engine operation
control, following the decision in Step S11, and deter-
mines whether the value of the flag F3 is "1" or not. At
this time, the engine 2 is still stopped with the value of
the flag F3 set to "0". Thus, following the decision in Step
S14, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step
S15.
[0079] In Step S15, the engine 2 is started. Specifically,
the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to start
the engine 2 and also controls the inverter 6 so that the
generator 4 may function as an electric motor. In coop-
eration with this, the engine ECU 22 starts the fuel supply
to the engine 2 to start same in accordance with the in-
struction from the HEV-ECU 20. Consequently, the en-
gine 2 is cranked by the generator 4 serving as an electric
motor, and since the fuel supply to the engine 2 is initiated
by the engine ECU 22, the operation of the engine 2 is
started.
[0080] When the startup of the engine 2 is completed,
the engine ECU 22 notifies the HEV-ECU 20 of the com-
pletion of the startup of the engine 2. On receiving the
notification, the HEV-ECU 20 sends a control signal to
the inverter 6 to cause the generator 4 to stop functioning
as an electric motorand then advances the procedure
from Step S15 to Step S16. In Step S16, the HEV-ECU
20 sets the value of the flag F3 to "1", because the engine
2 is in operation.
[0081] Subsequently, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S17, where it is determined whether
the value of the flag F1 is "1" or not. As mentioned above,
the flag F1 is used to set the operation mode of the engine
2 and the supply mode of the urea water injector 52.
Specifically, the value of the flag F1 is set to "0" by the
charge control until the storage rate SOC of the battery
8 increases up to the first upper-limit storage rate SU1,
and is set to "1" during the period after the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1 until the storage rate SOC increases up to the
second upper-limit storage rate SU2.
[0082] Thus, during the period after the engine 2 is
started because the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
has dropped below the lower-limit storage rate SL until
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the storage rate SOC reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1, the decision that the value of the flag F1 is not
"1" is made in Step S17. Accordingly, the HEV-ECU 20
advances the procedure to Step S18, where the first op-
eration mode is selected as the operation mode of the
engine 2.
[0083] When the first operation mode is selected in
Step S18, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 so that
a first target electric power may be generated at a first
target revolution speed N1. The first target electric power
is determined in advance such that the battery 8 is effi-
ciently charged by the generator 4 and also that the con-
centration of NOx contained in the exhaust gas from the
engine 2 can be reduced to the lowest possible level.
Also, the HEV-ECU instructs the engine ECU 22 to op-
erate the engine 2 in the first operation mode. In accord-
ance with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20, the en-
gine ECU 22 controls the operation of the engine 2 so
that the revolution speed of the engine 2 may become
equal to the first target revolution speed N1.
[0084] After the first operation mode is selected in Step
S18 to operate the engine 2 in the first operation mode,
the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for the
present cycle, and in the next cycle, the HEV-ECU 20
starts the control procedure again from Step S11. At this
point of time, the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 is still
low and the charging of the battery 8 is not completed
yet, so that the value of the flag F2 remains at "1". Ac-
cordingly, following the decision in Step S11, the HEV-
ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S14.
[0085] In Step S14, the HEV-ECU 20 determines
whether the value of the flag F3 is "1" or not, and since
the engine 2 is already in operation, the flag F3 has been
set to "1". Thus, following the decision in Step S14, the
HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S17 and
again determines whether the value of the flag F1 is "1"
or not. Namely, the HEV-ECU 20 keeps following the
course from Step S17 to Step S18 until the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 being charged rises to the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1. Consequently, the engine 2 is
operated in the first operation mode and the generator 4
generates the first target electric power, thereby charging
the battery 8.
[0086] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged in this manner thereafter reaches the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1, the value of the flag F1 is set to
"1" in the charge control. Accordingly, the HEV-ECU 20
judges in Step S17 that the value of the flag F1 is "1",
whereupon advancing the procedure to Step S19 in
which the HEV-ECU 20 switches the operation mode of
the engine 2 to the second operation mode.
[0087] When the second operation mode is selected
in Step S19, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 so
that a second target electric power may be generated at
a second target revolution speed N2, and also instructs
the engine ECU 22 to operate the engine 2 in the second
operation mode. The second target revolution speed N2
is set to be lower than the first target revolution speed I1

which is applied when the first operation mode is select-
ed, and also the second target electric power is set to be
lower than the first target electric power which is applied
when the first operation mode is selected. In accordance
with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20, the engine
ECU 22 controls the operation of the engine so that the
revolution speed of the engine 2 may become equal to
the second target revolution speed N2. The engine 2 is
therefore operated in a lower-speed, lower-load opera-
tion region than in the case of the first operation mode.
As a result, the temperature of the exhaust gas dis-
charged from the engine 2 becomes lower than in the
case of the first operation mode, and the concentration
of NOx contained in the exhaust gas also lowers.
[0088] After the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched to the second operation mode in Step S19, the
HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for the present
cycle, and in the next cycle, the HEV-ECU starts the con-
trol procedure again from Step S11. At this point of time,
since the charging of the battery 8 is still not completed
yet, the value of the flag F2 remains at "1", and also since
the engine 2 is being operated, the value of the flag F3
remains at "1". Thus, following the decisions in Steps
S11 and S14, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure
to Step S17.
[0089] Since the value of the flag F1 has been set to
"1" in the charge control, the HEV--ECU 20 advances
the procedure to Step S19, following the decision in Step
S17, and keeps selecting the second operation mode as
the operation mode of the engine 2. Namely, the HEV-
ECU 20 repeatedly advances the procedure to Step S19
during the period after the storage rate SOC of the battery
8 rises to the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the
storage rate SOC reaches the second upper-limit storage
rate SU2. As a result, the engine 2 is kept operating in
the second operation mode and the generator 4 gener-
ates the second target electric power, thereby charging
the battery 8.
[0090] The battery 8 is continuously charged thereaf-
ter, and if the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches
the second upper-limit storage rate SU2, the values of
the flags F1 and F2 are both set to "0" in the charge
control, as stated above. Accordingly, when the HEV-
ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S11 of the en-
gine operation control, the HEV-ECU 20 judges that the
value of the flag F2 is not "1" and then advances the
procedure to Step S12.
[0091] In Step S12, the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the en-
gine ECU 22 to stop the engine 2 and also controls the
inverter 6 so as to stop the power generation by the gen-
erator 4. In accordance with the instruction from the HEV-
ECU 20, the engine ECU 22 stops the operation of the
engine 2 by stopping the fuel supply to the engine 2.
[0092] Since the engine 2 is stopped in Step S12, the
HEV-ECU 20 resets the value of the flag F3 to "0" in Step
S13, and then ends the control procedure for the present
cycle. In the next and succeeding control cycles, the
HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure from
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Step S11 to Step S13 through Step S12 unless and until
the value of the flag F2 is set to "1" because of the need
to again charge the battery 8, as stated above, with the
result that the engine 2 is kept stopped.
[0093] In the engine operation control executed by the
HEV-ECU 20 in the aforementioned manner, if the stor-
age rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL, the engine 2 is started and operated in
the first operation mode to drive the generator 4, and the
generator 4 generates the first target electric power while
rotating at the first target revolution speed N1, thereby
charging the battery 8.
[0094] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged thereafter reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1, the operation of the engine 2 is switched to the
second operation mode. The engine 2 is kept operating
in the second operation mode until the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 increases up to the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2. While the engine 2 is operated in the
second operation mode, the generator 4 is rotated by the
engine 2 at the second target revolution speed N2 lower
than the first target revolution speed N1, to generate the
second target electric power smaller than the first target
electric power, whereby the battery 8 is continuously
charged. During this period, since the engine 2 is oper-
ated in a lower-speed, lower-load operation region than
in the first operation mode, the temperature of the ex-
haust gas discharged from the engine 2 lowers from that
in the first operation mode, and also the concentration of
NOx contained in the exhaust gas decreases.
[0095] The battery 8 is continuously charged thereaf-
ter, and if the storage rate of the battery 8 reaches the
second upper-limit storage rate, it is judged that the
charging of the battery 8 has been completed, so that
the engine 2 is stopped to terminate the power generation
by the generator 4. Thus, after the storage rate SOC of
the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1 and thus the operation of the engine 2 is switched
to the second operation mode, the engine 2 is kept op-
erating in the second operation mode until the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2, where the engine is stopped.
[0096] In accord with such operation of the engine 2,
the engine ECU 22 executes the urea water supply con-
trol for supplying the urea water from the urea water in-
jector 52 into the exhaust gas, in order to reduce the NOx
in the exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2 and
thereby purify the exhaust gas. Like the charge control
explained above, the urea water supply control is started
when the starting switch is operated to the ON-position.
The urea water supply control is executed at the prede-
termined control intervals by the engine ECU 22, follow-
ing the procedure illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 5.
Also, like the charge control, the urea water supply control
is terminated when the starting switch is operated to the
OFF-position.
[0097] In the urea water supply control, the engine
ECU 22 controls the urea water injector 52 in accordance

with the values of the flags F1 and F3 set in the charge
control and instructed from the HEV-ECU 20, so as to
control the supply of the urea water from the urea water
injector 52 in accordance with the operating state of the
engine 2 controlled by the above-described engine op-
eration control.
[0098] When the starting switch is operated to the ON-
position and thus the urea water supply control is started,
the engine ECU 22 determines in Step S21 whether the
value of the flag F3 is "1" or not. The flag F3 indicates
whether the engine 2 is operating or not, as stated above,
and when the engine 2 is in operation, the flag F3 is set
to the value "1".
[0099] If the value of the flag F3 is "0" and thus the flag
F3 indicates that the engine 2 is at rest, the urea water
need not be injected from the urea water injector 52 into
the exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2. In this
case, therefore, the engine ECU 22 advances the pro-
cedure to Step S22, following the decision in Step S21,
to keep the urea water supply from the urea injector 52
stopped, and then ends the control procedure for the
present cycle.
[0100] In the next control cycle, the engine ECU 22
starts the procedure again from Step S21 and determines
whether or not the value of the flag F3 is "1". Namely,
the engine ECU 22 repeatedly executes the procedure
from Step S21 to Step S22 insofar as the engine 2 re-
mains stopped. As a result, the supply of the urea water
from the urea water injector 52 is kept stopped.
[0101] If it is judged in the aforementioned charge con-
trol that the battery 8 needs to be charged, and the engine
2 is started by the engine operation control, the value of
the flag F3 is set to "1". Thus, following the decision in
Step S21, the engine ECU 22 advances the procedure
to Step S23.
[0102] In Step S23, the engine ECU 22 determines
whether or not the temperature Tc of the exhaust gas
flowing into the SCR catalyst 48, detected by the exhaust
temperature sensor 54, has reached a predetermined
temperature Ta. The predetermined temperature Ta is
set on the basis of a lower-limit temperature at which the
urea contained in the urea water injected into the exhaust
gas from the urea water injector 52 is hydrolyzed without
hindrance and can be converted to ammonia, and is set,
for example, to 200°C. If it is judged by the engine ECU
22 that the exhaust temperature Tc is still lower than the
predetermined temperature Ta, the urea water should
not be injected from the urea water injector 52, and there-
fore, the engine ECU 22 advances the procedure to Step
S22. In Step S22, the engine ECU 22 keeps the urea
water supply from the urea water injector 52 stopped, as
stated above, and ends the control procedure for the
present cycle.
[0103] In the next control cycle, the engine ECU 22
starts the procedure again from Step S21, and since the
engine 2 is already in operation, the engine ECU 22 ad-
vances the procedure to Step S23 following the decision
in Step S21. In Step S23, the engine ECU 22 determines
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whether or not the temperature Tc of the exhaust gas
flowing into the SCR catalyst 48, detected by the exhaust
temperature sensor 54, has reached the predetermined
temperature Ta.
[0104] Thus, although the battery 8 needs to be
charged and thus the engine 2 is started, the engine ECU
22 repeatedly executes the procedure from Step S21 to
Step S22 through Step S23 until the temperature of the
exhaust gas of the engine 2 rises to the predetermined
temperature Ta. Consequently, during this period, the
urea water is not injected from the urea water injector 52.
[0105] The exhaust temperature Tc keeps rising as the
operation of the engine 2 is continued thereafter, and if
the exhaust temperature Tc reaches the predetermined
temperature Ta, the urea water is allowed to be injected
from the urea water injector 52. Thus, following the de-
cision in Step S23, the engine ECU 22 advances the
procedure to Step S24 and determines whether the value
of the flag F1 is "1" or not.
[0106] The flag F1 is used to set the operation mode
of the engine 2 and the urea water supply mode of the
urea water injector 52, as stated above. In the charge
control, the value of the flag F1 is set to "0" while the
storage rate SOC of the battery 8 remains lower than the
first upper-limit storage rate SU1, and is set to "1" during
the period after the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the
storage rate SOC increases up to the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2.
[0107] Accordingly, after the storage rate SOC of the
battery 8 drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL and
thus the engine 2 is started, during the period until the
storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1 after the exhaust temperature Tc
reaches the predetermined temperature Ta, the engine
ECU 22 judges in Step S24 that the value of the flag F1
is not "1". Consequently, the engine ECU 22 advances
the procedure to Step S25 and selects the first supply
mode as the urea water supply mode.
[0108] In the first supply mode thus selected, the en-
gine ECU 22 estimates an amount of NOx discharged
per unit time from the engine 2 operated in the first op-
eration mode, because the value of the flag F1 remains
at "0" and thus the engine 2 is operated in the first oper-
ation mode. Further, the engine ECU 22 computes a tar-
get supply amount M1 of the urea water to be supplied
per unit time, on the basis of an ammonia supply amount
required to selectively reduce the estimated discharge
amount of NOx. In accordance with the computed target
supply amount M1, the engine ECU 22 controls the urea
water injector 52 to supply the urea water from the urea
water injector 52. The urea contained in the urea water
injected from the urea water injector 52 is hydrolyzed by
the heat of the exhaust gas, as mentioned above, and
ammonia is produced as a result. The produced ammo-
nia, which serves as a reducing agent, flows into the SCR
catalyst 48 and reduces the NOx in the exhaust gas,
whereby the exhaust gas is purified.

[0109] If the battery 8 is charged to such an extent that
the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first
upper-limit storage rate SU1, the value of the flag F1 is
set to "1" by the charge control. Thus, following the de-
cision in Step S24, the engine ECU 22 advances the
procedure to Step S26 and selects the second supply
mode as the urea water supply mode.
[0110] At this time, the engine 2 is operated in the sec-
ond operation mode because the value of the flag F1 has
been set to "1". In the second operation mode, the load
and revolution speed of the engine 2 are both set to be
lower than in the first operation mode as stated above,
and therefore, the engine 2 is operating in a lower-speed,
lower-load operation region than in the case of the first
operation mode. In the second supply mode, the engine
ECU 22 causes the urea water injector 52 to supply the
urea water in accordance with the operating state of the
engine 2 such that the SCR catalyst 48 is allowed to
adsorb an increased amount of ammonia produced from
the urea water. Namely, while the engine 2 is operated
in the second operation mode, the engine ECU 22 exe-
cutes an adsorption increasing operation for increasing
the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48.
[0111] Specifically, in the second supply mode, the en-
gine ECU 22 executes the urea water supply in the man-
ner described below, in the adsorption increasing oper-
ation.
[0112] In the second operation mode, the engine 2 is
operated in a lower-speed, lower-load operation region
than in the first operation mode, and therefore, the ex-
haust temperature of the engine 2 is lower than that in
the first operation mode and is slightly higher than the
predetermined temperature Ta used in the decision of
Step S23, that is, the lower-limit temperature at which
the urea water is allowed to be injected from the urea
water injector 52. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the maximum
amount of ammonia that the SCR catalyst 48 can adsorb
per unit volume shows a tendency to increase with de-
crease in the temperature of the SCR catalyst 48. Con-
sequently, a maximum amount Q2 of ammonia that the
SCR catalyst 48 can adsorb at a catalyst temperature T2
when the engine 2 is operated in the second operation
mode is larger than a maximum amount Q1 of ammonia
that the SCR catalyst 48 can adsorb at a catalyst tem-
perature T1 when the engine 2 is operated in the first
operation mode.
[0113] Namely, by switching the operation mode of the
engine 2 to the second operation mode, it is possible to
cause the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb a larger amount of
ammonia.
Thus, in the second supply mode, the engine ECU 22
controls the supply of the urea water from the urea water
injector 52 so that an increased amount of ammonia may
be adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, because the max-
imum adsorption amount increases as the operation
mode of the engine 2 is switched to the second operation
mode.
[0114] The ammonia supplied to the SCR catalyst 48
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is consumed by the selective reduction of NOx in the
exhaust gas, and the remainder is left adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48. Thus, the sum of the amount of ammo-
nia consumed by the selective reduction of NOx and the
maximum adsorption amount of the SCR catalyst 48 is
a maximum supply amount of ammonia at which ammo-
nia slip does not occur. That is, if ammonia is supplied
to the SCR catalyst 48 in an amount exceeding the sum,
ammonia slip occurs.
[0115] To prevent the occurrence of ammonia slip, the
amount of the urea water supplied in the second supply
mode is set in the manner described below.
[0116] First, based on the amount of NOx discharged
per unit time from the engine 2 operated in the second
operation mode, an amount of ammonia that needs to
be supplied per unit time in order to selectively reduce
that amount of NOx is computed, and then a urea water
supply amount M2’ to be supplied per unit time and cor-
responding to the computed ammonia supply amount is
obtained.
[0117] The engine 2 is used exclusively for driving the
generator 4 and is operated in the second operation
mode, that is, under fixed operating conditions, after the
storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1 until the storage rate SOC increase
further up to the second upper-limit storage rate SU2.
Accordingly, the period of time over which the engine 2
is operated in the second operation mode is almost fixed.
Thus, based on the maximum ammonia adsorption
amount Q2 that the SCR catalyst 48 can adsorb while
the engine 2 is operated in the second operation mode,
a period of time necessary for the SCR catalyst 48 to
adsorb ammonia up to the maximum adsorption amount
Q2 without causing ammonia slip is set as the period
over which the engine 2 is operated in the second oper-
ation mode. Then, based on the urea water supply
amount corresponding to the maximum adsorption
amount Q2 and the period over which the engine 2 is
operated in the second operation mode, a urea water
supply amount M2" to be supplied per unit time and nec-
essary to cause the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb ammonia
up to the maximum adsorption amount Q2 is obtained.
[0118] The sum of the urea water supply amounts M2’
and M2" obtained in this manner is set as a second target
supply amount M2 for the second supply mode and
stored in the engine ECU 22.
[0119] In Step S26, the engine ECU 22 controls the
urea water injector 52 in such a manner that the second
target supply amount M2 of the urea water, set in the
aforementioned manner, is injected into the exhaust gas.
Consequently, the urea contained in the urea water in-
jected from the urea water injector 52 is hydrolyzed to
produce ammonia. Part of the produced ammonia is con-
sumed by the selective reduction of NOx by the SCR
catalyst 48, while the remaining part is adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48.
[0120] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged reaches the second upper-limit storage rate

SU2, then it means that the charging of the battery 8 is
completed. Accordingly, in the engine operation control
explained above, the engine 2 is stopped and the value
of the flag F3 is reset to "0". Also, in the charge control,
the values of the flags F1 and F2 are both reset to "0".
Thus, in the control cycle of the urea water supply control
executed after the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
reaches the second upper-limit storage rate SU2, the en-
gine ECU 22 judges in Step S21 that the value of the flag
F3 is not "1", and advances the procedure to Step S22
to stop the supply of the urea water from the urea water
injector 52.
[0121] In this manner, during the period after the stor-
age rate of the battery 8 being charged with the electric
power generated by the generator 4 driven by the engine
2 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the
storage rate further increases up to the second upper-
limit storage rate SU2, the engine 2 is operated in the
second operation mode while the urea water is supplied
from the urea water injector 52 in the second supply
mode.
[0122] While the engine 2 is operated in the second
operation mode, the exhaust temperature is lower than
that in the first operation mode, and thus a larger amount
of ammonia can be adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48
than in the first operation mode, as stated above. Also,
the second target supply amount M2 of the urea water
for the second supply mode is set as the sum of the urea
water supply amount M2’, which corresponds to the sup-
ply amount of ammonia required to selectively reduce
the NOx, and the urea water supply amount M2", which
is required to allow the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb am-
monia up to the maximum adsorption amount Q2, as
mentioned above. The SCR catalyst 48 can therefore be
made to adsorb the largest possible amount of ammonia
without causing ammonia slip from the SCR catalyst 48.
[0123] The engine 2 is used exclusively for driving the
generator 4 and is operated in the second operation
mode, that is, under the fixed operating condition, during
the period after the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the
storage rate SOC increases up to the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2. Thus, as stated above, the period of
time after the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches
the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the storage
rate SOC increases up to the second upper-limit storage
rate SU2 is almost fixed.
[0124] In the individual control cycles of the urea water
supply control executed after the charging of the battery
8 is completed, the engine ECU 22 repeatedly executes
the procedure from Step S21 to Step S22 until the engine
2 is again started and thus the value of the flag F3 is set
to "1". Consequently, the supply of the urea water from
the urea water injector 52 remains stopped.
[0125] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 again
drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL, the engine
2 is started and the value of the flag F3 is set to "1". Thus,
following the decision in Step S21, the engine ECU 22
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advances the procedure to Step S23. Also in this case,
the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 remains low for
a while after the engine 2 is started. Accordingly, before
a decision is made that the temperature Tc of the exhaust
gas flowing into the SCR catalyst 48, detected by the
exhaust temperature sensor 54, has reached the prede-
termined temperature Ta, the engine ECU 22 follows the
course from Step S23 to Step S22. During this period,
therefore, the urea water is not supplied from the urea
water injector 52.
[0126] At this time, the engine 2 is already being op-
erated in the first operation mode, and the exhaust gas
from the engine 2 contains NOx. Since the SCR catalyst
48 carries a large amount of ammonia that was adsorbed
when the battery 8 was charged the previous time, the
NOx in the exhaust gas is selectively reduced by the am-
monia serving as a reducing agent, whereby the exhaust
gas is purified.
[0127] While the exhaust gas is purified in this manner
by means of the ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst
48, the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 rises. If it is
judged in Step S23 by the engine ECU 22 that the exhaust
temperature Tc detected by the exhaust temperature
sensor 54 has reached the predetermined temperature
Ta, the engine ECU 22 causes the urea water injector
52 to supply the urea water in the first supply mode, as
stated above.
[0128] Accordingly, even if the engine 2 is repeatedly
started and stopped to charge the battery 8, the NOx is
selectively reduced by the ammonia that has already
been adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 although the ex-
haust temperature remains low at the start of the engine
2. The exhaust gas from the engine 2 can therefore be
satisfactorily purified from the time immediately after the
start of the engine 2.
[0129] FIG. 7 illustrates how various values change
with time when the charge control and the engine oper-
ation control are executed by the HEV-ECU 20 and the
urea water supply control is executed by the engine ECU
22, the values including the target revolution speed of
the engine 2, the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing
into the SCR catalyst 48, the target supply amount of the
urea water, and the concentration of the NOx emitted
from the exhaust aftertreatment device 36.
[0130] If the storage rate of the battery 8 drops below
the lower-limit storage rate SL at time t1 in FIG. 7 and
the engine 2 is started as a result, the engine 2 is operated
in the first operation mode with the target revolution
speed of the engine 2 set to the first target revolution
speed N1. At this time, the generator 4 is controlled by
the HEV-ECU 20 so as to generate the first target electric
power at the first target revolution speed N1.
[0131] Since the engine 2 is started, the exhaust tem-
perature of the engine 2 gradually rises, but for a while
after the start of the engine 2, the exhaust temperature
remains lower than the predetermined temperature Ta
at which the urea water is allowed to be supplied from
the urea water injector 52. Accordingly, the target supply

amount of the urea water is not set with respect to the
urea water injector 52, so that no urea water is supplied.
Thus, where ammonia was not adsorbed by the SCR
catalyst 48 while the battery 8 was charged the previous
time, the exhaust gas emitted from the exhaust aftertreat-
ment device 36 just after the start of the engine 2 is not
purified and has a high concentration of NOx, as indicated
by the dot-dash line in FIG. 7. According to the embodi-
ment, by contrast, while the battery 8 was charged the
previous time, a large amount of ammonia was adsorbed
by the SCR catalyst 48, as stated above. Accordingly,
although the urea water is not supplied from the urea
water injector 52, the NOx is selectively reduced by using,
as a reducing agent, the ammonia adsorbed by the SCR
catalyst 48. The NOx concentration of the exhaust gas
can therefore be suppressed to a low level from the start
of the engine 2, as indicated by the solid line in FIG. 7,
whereby lowering in the purification efficiency of the SCR
catalyst 48 is prevented. The short-lasting rise in the NOx
concentration just after the start of the engine 2 is attrib-
utable to incremental control of the fuel supply quantity
executed at the start of the engine 2 and the activation
of the SCR catalyst 48.
[0132] The exhaust temperature of the engine 2 rises
thereafter as the engine 2 is kept operating in the first
operation mode, and when the predetermined tempera-
ture Ta is reached at time t2, the urea water injector 52
is controlled in the first supply mode and starts to supply
the target supply amount M1 of the urea water. Ammonia
produced from the urea water is supplied to the SCR
catalyst 48 to continue the selective reduction of the NOx,
whereby the exhaust gas is purified. At this time, since
the engine 2 is operated in the first operation mode to
cause the generator 4 to generate the first target electric
power, the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 rises to
about 500°C, for example.
[0133] The battery 8 is progressively charged thereaf-
ter with the electric power generated by the generator 4
driven by the engine 2, and when the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1 at time t3, the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched from the first operation mode to the second op-
eration mode, in which the engine 2 is operated at the
second target revolution speed N2 lower than the first
target revolution speed N1. At this time, the generator 4
is controlled by the HEV-ECU 20 so as to generate the
second target electric power, which is smaller than the
first target electric power, at the second target revolution
speed N2. Thus, the engine 2 is operated in a lower-
speed, lower-load operation region than in the first oper-
ation mode, and the exhaust temperature of the engine
2 lowers to a temperature (e.g., 250°C) slightly higher
than the predetermined temperature Ta at which the wa-
ter-based urea water is allowed to be supplied from the
urea water injector 52.
[0134] Such decrease in the exhaust temperature per-
mits the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb more ammonia than
when the engine 2 is operated in the first operation mode.
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Accordingly, when the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched to the second operation mode, the engine ECU
22 switches the urea water supply mode of the urea water
injector 52 from the first supply mode to the second sup-
ply mode, in which the second target supply amount M2
is selected as the target supply amount of the urea water
from the urea water injector 52.
[0135] In this embodiment, the second target supply
amount M2 is smaller than the first target supply amount
M1. The reason is that the concentration of the NOx dis-
charged from the engine 2 significantly lowers because
of the switchover of the operation mode of the engine 2
to the second operation mode and the consequent de-
crease in the exhaust temperature. Depending on the
characteristics of the SCR catalyst 48 or the extent to
which the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 lowers in
the second operation mode, however, the second target
supply amount M2 is set to be larger than the first target
supply amount M1.
[0136] Since, in the second operation mode, the en-
gine 2 is operated in a lower-speed, lower-load operation
region than in the first operation mode, the NOx concen-
tration of the exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2
is lower than that in the first operation mode, as stated
above. Consequently, the NOx concentration of the ex-
haust gas emitted from the exhaust aftertreatment device
36 also lowers. Also, since the temperature of the SCR
catalyst 48 lowers as the exhaust temperature of the en-
gine 2 lowers, the SCR catalyst 48 adsorbs a larger
amount of ammonia than when the engine 2 is operated
in the first operation mode, as shown in FIG. 6.
[0137] The operation of the engine 2 in the second
operation mode and the supply of the urea water in the
second supply mode are continued until the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 being charged reaches the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2 at time t4, and are terminat-
ed when the charging of the battery 8 is completed with
its storage rate SOC increased up to the second upper-
limit storage rate SU2. Thus, prior to the termination of
the charging of the battery 8, the engine 2 is operated in
the second operation mode and the urea water is sup-
plied from the urea water injector 52 in the second supply
mode over the predetermined period from the time t3 to
t4 in FIG. 7, so that a large amount of ammonia is ad-
sorbed by the SCR catalyst 48.
[0138] As stated above, the engine 2 is used exclu-
sively for driving the generator 4 and is operated in the
second operation mode, that is, under almost fixed op-
erating conditions, after the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until
the storage rate SOC further increases up to the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2. Accordingly, the period
from t3 to t4 in FIG. 7 is almost fixed. By adjusting the
first upper-limit storage rate SU1, therefore, it is possible
to set the period over which the engine 2 is operated in
the second operation mode, to a desired length so as to
match the characteristics of the engine 2, the SCR cat-
alyst 48 or the like.

[0139] In this manner, the engine 2 is operated in the
second operation mode and the urea water is supplied
from the urea water injector 52 in the second supply mode
over the predetermined period before the engine 2 is
stopped upon completion of the charging of the battery
8, whereby a large amount of ammonia is adsorbed by
the SCR catalyst 48. Accordingly, when the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 again drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL and thus charging of the battery 2 is start-
ed but the urea water is not supplied from the urea water
injector 52 because the exhaust temperature is low, the
NOx contained in the exhaust gas is selectively reduced
by the ammonia that has already been adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48, whereby the exhaust gas can be puri-
fied.
[0140] Also, when the urea water is supplied from the
urea water injector 52 in the second supply mode, the
target supply amount M2 of the urea water is set to be
equal to the sum of the urea water supply amount M2’,
which corresponds to the supply amount of ammonia
necessary to selectively reduce the NOx when the engine
2 is operated in the second operation mode, and the urea
water supply amount M2", which is necessary for the
SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb ammonia up to the maximum
adsorption amount Q2. Thus, the largest possible
amount of ammonia can be adsorbed by the SCR catalyst
48 without causing ammonia slip from the SCR catalyst
48.
[0141] Further, the adsorption increasing operation for
increasing the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR
catalyst 48 is executed while the battery 8 is charged. It
is therefore unnecessary to operate the engine 2 for an
extra period of time to increase the amount of ammonia
adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, thus preventing low-
ering in the fuel efficiency of the engine 2.
[0142] Although the exhaust purification device for a
hybrid electric vehicle according to the first embodiment
of the present invention has been described above, it is
to be noted that the present invention is not limited to the
first embodiment alone.
[0143] Specifically, in the first embodiment, the period
of the adsorption increasing operation in which the
amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 is
increased by operating the engine 2 in the second oper-
ation mode and supplying the urea water in the second
supply mode is set in accordance with the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8. The method of setting the period
of the adsorption increasing operation is, however, not
limited to this alone.
[0144] For example, a timer may be used to measure
the time elapsed from the time when the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit storage
rate SL and thus charging of the battery 8 is started, and
when the measured time reaches a predetermined time,
the adsorption increasing operation may be started. In
each of the first and second operation modes, the engine
2 is operated under almost fixed conditions, and accord-
ingly, the period elapsed from the time the charging of
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the battery 8 is started until the charging is completed
with the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 increased up
to the second upper-limit storage rate is almost fixed.
Thus, the charging of the battery 8 may be started and
stopped in accordance with the storage rate SOC of the
battery 8, as in the above embodiment, while the timing
for the switchover to the adsorption increasing operation
may be determined by using the timer.
[0145] Alternatively, the operation of the engine 2 in
the first operation mode and the supply of the urea water
in the first supply mode may be continued until the charg-
ing of the battery 8 is completed, and the adsorption in-
creasing operation may be executed for a predetermined
period after the charging of the battery 8 is completed,
by operating the engine 2 in the second operation mode
and supplying the urea water in the second supply mode.
In this case, while the adsorption increasing operation is
executed, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 so that
no electric power may be generated by the generator 4.
Thus, the motive power of the engine 2 does not contrib-
ute to the charging of the battery 8, so that the fuel effi-
ciency of the engine 2 lowers correspondingly. However,
the time period for executing the adsorption increasing
operation can be set with high precision by means of the
timer.
[0146] Also, in the first embodiment, during the adsorp-
tion increasing operation, the electric power to be gen-
erated by the generator 4 is set to the second target elec-
tric power and the revolution speed is set to the second
target revolution speed N2 so that the load and revolution
speed of the engine 2 are both reduced to lower the ex-
haust temperature of the engine 2. Alternatively, only one
of the load and revolution speed of the engine 2 may be
decreased to lower the exhaust temperature of the en-
gine 2.
[0147] In the first embodiment, when the urea water is
injected from the urea water injector 52 in the second
supply mode during the adsorption increasing operation,
the target supply amount M2 of the urea water is set as
the sum of the urea water supply amount M2’, which cor-
responds to the supply amount of ammonia necessary
to selectively reduce the NOx while the engine 2 is op-
erated in the second operation mode, and the urea water
supply amount M2", which is required to allow the SCR
catalyst 48 to adsorb ammonia up to the maximum ad-
sorption amount Q2. However, the method of setting the
second target supply amount of the urea water for the
second supply mode is not limited to such method alone.
For example, where the amount of ammonia that can be
adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 is larger than that which
is needed by the SCR catalyst 48 to selectively reduce
the NOx while no urea water is supplied at the start of
the engine 2, the second target supply amount may be
set to be smaller than the second target supply amount
determined by the aforementioned setting method.
[0148] Also, in the first embodiment, the exhaust after-
treatment device 36 is provided, in addition to the SCR
catalyst 48, with the filter 46, the pre-stage oxidation cat-

alyst 44 arranged upstream of the filter 46, and the post-
stage oxidation catalyst 50 arranged downstream of the
SCR catalyst 48. The other elements of the exhaust af-
tertreatment device than the SCR catalyst 48 and their
arrangement are not limited only to the illustrated exam-
ple. Namely, the elements other than the SCR catalyst
48 may be omitted as the case may be, or an additional
exhaust purification device may be used in combination.
[0149] Further, although in the first embodiment, a die-
sel engine is used as the engine 2, the type of the engine
2 is not limited such engine alone. Namely, the present
invention is equally applicable to any series-type hybrid
electric vehicle that is equipped with an engine including
the SCR catalyst 48 for selectively reducing the NOx in
the exhaust gas by using ammonia as a reducing agent.
[0150] In the engine operation control of the first em-
bodiment, which is executed by the HEV-ECU 20, when
the engine 2 is started because the battery 8 needs to
be charged, the engine 2 is operated in the first operation
mode from the outset. However, the manner of operating
the engine 2 when the battery 8 needs to be charged is
not limited to this alone. In the following, a second em-
bodiment in which the operation of the engine 2 is con-
trolled in a manner different from the first embodiment
will be described in detail with reference to the drawings.
[0151] The second embodiment differs from the first
embodiment only in the engine operation control execut-
ed by the HEV-ECU 20. Namely, the entire configuration
of a hybrid electric vehicle to which an exhaust purifica-
tion device of the second embodiment is applied is iden-
tical with that of the first embodiment illustrated in FIG.
1, and also the system configuration of an engine used
in the second embodiment is identical with that of the first
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2. In the following, there-
fore, identical reference signs are used to denote ele-
ments identical with those of the first embodiment, and
description of such elements is omitted. Thus, the follow-
ing description is focused on the differences between the
first and second embodiments.
[0152] As mentioned above, the second embodiment
differs from the first embodiment only in the engine op-
eration control executed by the HEV-ECU 20, and the
charge control executed by the HEV-ECU 20 is identical
with that of the first embodiment. Specifically, also in the
second embodiment, the HEV-ECU 20 executes the
charge control following the procedure illustrated in the
flowchart of FIG. 3, to set the values of the flags F1 and
F2 for determining the operation mode of the engine 2
and the urea water supply mode.
[0153] Accordingly, while the storage rate SOC of the
battery 8 is within a proper range, the values of the flags
F1 and F2 are both "0", and if the storage rate SOC of
the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit storage rate SL,
the value of the flag F2 is changed to "1", as in the charge
control of the first embodiment. Subsequently, the engine
2 is started to drive the generator 4, and the battery 8 is
charged with the electric power generated by the gener-
ator 4. If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches
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the first upper-limit storage rate SU1, the value of the flag
F1 is changed to "1", and if the storage rate SOC of the
batter 8 further increases up to the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2, it is judged that the charging of the
battery 8 is completed, and the values of the flags F1 and
F2 are both changed to "0".
[0154] In accordance with the values of the flags F1
and F2 set in this manner, the engine operation control
of the second embodiment is executed by the HEV-ECU
20 in a manner different from that of the first embodiment.
[0155] Also in the second embodiment, the engine op-
eration control is started when the starting switch is op-
erated to the ON-position, as in the charge control. Fol-
lowing the procedure illustrated in the flowchart of FIG.
8, the HEV-ECU 20 executes the engine operation con-
trol at the predetermined control intervals in parallel with
the charge control. Further, the engine operation control
is terminated when the starting switch is operated to the
OFF-position, as in the charge control.
[0156] In the engine operation control, the HEV-ECU
20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to start and stop the op-
eration of the engine 2 and also to switch the operation
mode during the operation of the engine 2 in accordance
with the values of the flags F1 and F2 set by the charge
control. Following the instructions, the engine ECU 22
starts or stops the operation of the engine 2 and switches
the operation mode.
[0157] When the starting switch is operated to the ON-
position and thus the engine operation control is initiated,
the HEV-ECU 20 determines in Step S201 whether or
not the value of the flag F2 is "1". The flag F2 indicates
whether the battery 8 needs to be charged or not, as in
the first embodiment. As stated above, the value of the
flag F2 is set to "1" in the charge control when the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 is judged to have dropped below
the lower-limit storage rate SL and thus the battery 8
needs to be charged.
[0158] Accordingly, if the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 is not lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL
and the battery 8 need not be charged, that is, if the value
of the flag F2 has been set to "0" by the charge control,
the generator 4 need not be driven by the engine 2 to
generate electric power. In this case, following the deci-
sion in Step S201, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the pro-
cedure to Step S202 and instructs the engine ECU 22 to
stop the engine 2. Since the engine 2 is already at rest,
the engine ECU 22 keeps the engine 2 stopped in ac-
cordance with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20.
[0159] Then, the HEV-ECU 20 sets the value of the
flag F3 to "0" in Step S203, and sets the value of a flag
F4 to "0" in Step S204, followed by ending the control
procedure for the present cycle. The flag F3 indicates
whether or not the engine 2 is being operated, as in the
first embodiment. Specifically, the value "0" of the flag
F3 indicates that the engine 2 is at rest, and the value
"1" of the flag F3 indicates that the engine 2 is in opera-
tion. The flag F4 indicates whether a ramp-mode opera-
tion of the engine 2, described later, is completed or not.

Specifically, the value "1" of the flag F4 indicates that the
ramp-mode operation is completed.
[0160] In the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 starts
the procedure again from Step S201 and determines
whether or not the value of the flag F2 is "1". Namely,
the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure
from Step S201 to Step S204 through Steps S202 and
S203 at the control intervals unless and until the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL and thus the value of the flag F2 is set
to "1" in the charge control because of the need to charge
the battery 8. Consequently, the engine 2 is kept stopped.
[0161] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 becomes
lower than the lower-limit storage rate SL and the value
of the flag F2 is set to "1" in the charge control because
the battery 8 needs to be charged, the HEV-ECU 20 ad-
vances the procedure to Step S205 of the engine oper-
ation control, following the decision in Step S201, and
determines whether the value of the flag F3 is "1" or not.
At this time, the engine 2 is still stopped with the value
of the flag F3 set to "0". Thus, following the decision in
Step S205, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to
Step S206.
[0162] In Step S206, the engine 2 is started. Specifi-
cally, the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the engine ECU 22 to
start the engine 2 and also controls the inverter 6 so that
the generator 4 may function as an electric motor. In ac-
cordance with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20, the
engine ECU 22 starts the fuel supply to the engine 2 to
start same. Consequently, the engine 2 is cranked by the
generator 4 serving as an electric motor, and since the
fuel supply to the engine 2 is initiated by the engine ECU
22, the operation of the engine 2 is started.
[0163] When the startup of the engine 2 is completed,
the engine ECU 22 notifies the HEV-ECU 20 of the com-
pletion of the startup of the engine 2. On receiving the
notification, the HEV-ECU 20 sends a control signal to
the inverter 6 to cause the generator 4 to stop functioning
as an electric motor, and then advances the procedure
from Step S206 to Step S207. In Step S207, the HEV-
ECU 20 sets the value of the flag F3 to "1", because the
engine 2 is in operation.
[0164] Subsequently, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S208 and determines whether the val-
ue of the flag F4 is "1" or not. As stated above, the flag
F4 indicates whether or not the engine 2 has completed
the ramp-mode operation. When the engine operation
control is started, the engine 2 is at rest, and therefore,
the flag F4 is set to an initial value "0".
[0165] Then, following the decision in Step S208, the
HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S209,
wherein the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the engine ECU 22
to operate the engine 2 in a ramp mode and also controls
the inverter 6 so that the electric power generated by the
generator 4 may be varied so as to match the ramp-mode
operation of the engine 2.
[0166] In the ramp mode, the engine 2 is controlled in
such a manner that the revolution speed (control amount)
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of the engine 2 gradually rises from an idling speed just
after the startup to the first target revolution speed (target
control amount) N1 of the first operation mode. In accord
with such engine speed control, the electric power gen-
erated by the generator 4 gradually increases from "0"
(watt) to the first target electric power corresponding to
the first operation mode. As the generated electric power
varies in this manner, the load (control amount) of the
engine 2 also gradually increases up to the load (target
control amount) where the engine 2 is operated in the
first operation mode and the generator 4 generates the
first target electric power corresponding to the first oper-
ation mode. To allow the revolution speed to increase
and also to cope with increase in the load, the engine
ECU 22 gradually increases the quantity of fuel supplied
to the engine 2.
[0167] Like the first embodiment, the first target electric
power is determined in advance as such an electric power
that while the engine 2 is operated in the first operation
mode, the battery 8 is efficiently charged by the generator
4 rotated at the first target revolution speed and also the
concentration of NOx contained in the exhaust gas from
the engine 2 is reduced to the lowest possible level. Also,
the rate of change of the revolution speed of the engine
2 and that of the electric power generated by the gener-
ator 4 in the ramp mode are individually determined be-
forehand such that the electric power generated by the
generator 4 reaches the first target electric power when
the revolution speed of the engine 2 reaches the first
target revolution speed.
[0168] Thus, while the procedure in Step S209 is re-
peatedly executed at the control intervals, the engine
ECU 22 controls the engine 2 in accordance with the
instruction from the HEV-ECU 20 such that the engine 2
is continuously operated in the ramp mode. As a result,
the revolution speed of the engine 2 gradually rises from
the idling speed to the first target revolution speed N1
while the electric power generated by the generator 4
also gradually increases to the first target electric power,
so that the load of the engine 2 gradually increases.
[0169] Subsequently, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S210 and determines whether or not
the revolution speed Ne of the engine 2, detected by the
revolution speed sensor 58, has reached the first target
revolution speed N1. If the revolution speed Ne of the
engine 2 is still lower than the first target revolution speed
N1, the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for the
present cycle, after the determination in Step S210. In
the next control cycle, the HEV-ECU 20 starts the pro-
cedure again from Step S201.
[0170] If, in the next control cycle, the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 is still low and the charging of the battery
8 is not completed yet, the value of the flag F2 remains
at "1". Thus, following the decision in Step S201, the
HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S205. In
Step S205, the HEV-ECU 20 determines whether or not
the value of the flag F3 is "1". At this time, the engine 2
is already in operation and the flag F3 has been set to

"1". Thus, following the decision in Step S205, the HEV-
ECU 20 advances the procedure to Step S208 and again
determines whether the value of the flag F4 is "1" or not.
[0171] If the ramp-mode operation of the engine 2 is
not completed yet at this point of time, the value of the
flag F4 remains at "0". In this case, the HEV-ECU 20
advances the procedure to Step S209, following the de-
cision in Step S208. In Step S209, the HEV-ECU 20 again
instructs the engine ECU 22 to operate the engine 2 in
the ramp mode in the aforementioned manner, and caus-
es the electric power generated by the generator 4 to
gradually increase.
Namely, the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the pro-
cedure in Steps S201, S205, S208 and S209 in this order
after the ramp-mode operation of the engine 2 is started
until the revolution speed Ne of the engine 2 reaches the
first target revolution speed N1. Consequently, the en-
gine 2 is continuously operated in the ramp mode.
[0172] In this manner, the engine 2 is operated in the
ramp mode until the revolution speed Ne of the engine
2 reaches the first target revolution speed N1, and also
the electric power generated by the generator 4 is grad-
ually increased from "0" to the first target electric power
so as to keep pace with the engine control. Thus, com-
pared with the case where the revolution speed of the
engine 2 is raised to the first target revolution speed N1
immediately after the startup and also the electric power
generated by the generator 4 is increased to the first tar-
get electric power immediately after the startup, the rate
of increase in the exhaust temperature of the engine 2
is moderate. The rate of increase of the engine revolution
speed and that of the electric power generated by the
generator 4 while the engine 2 is operated in the ramp
mode are determined in advance so that the exhaust
temperature may rise at a predetermined rate, as de-
scribed later.
[0173] The engine 2 is thus operated in the ramp mode,
and if the revolution speed Ne of the engine 2 increases
up to the first target revolution speed N1, the HEV-ECU
20 advances the procedure from Step S210 to Step S211,
where the value of the flag F4 is set to "1".
[0174] Subsequently, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S212 and determines whether or not
the value of the flag F1 is "1". As stated above, the flag
F1 is used to set the operation mode of the engine 2 and
the urea water supply mode of the urea water injector
52. Specifically, the value of the flag F1 is set to "0" by
the charge control until the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 increases up to the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1, and is set to "1" during the period after the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit
storage rate SU1 until the storage rate SOC increases
up to the second upper-limit storage rate SU2.
[0175] Thus, while the storage rate SOC of the battery
8 remains below the first upper-limit storage rate SU1,
the decision that the value of the flag F1 is not "1" is made
in Step S212. Accordingly, the HEV-ECU 20 advances
the procedure to Step S213, where the first operation
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mode is selected as the operation mode of the engine 2.
[0176] When the first operation mode is selected in
Step S213, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 so
that the electric power generated by the generator 4 may
become equal to the first target electric power at the first
target revolution speed N1, and also instructs the engine
ECU 22 to operate the engine 2 in the first operation
mode. In accordance with the instruction from the HEV-
ECU 20, the engine ECU 22 controls the operation of the
engine 2 so that the revolution speed of the engine 2 may
become equal to the first target revolution speed N1. Be-
cause of the ramp-mode operation described above, the
revolution speed of the engine 2 has already reached the
first target revolution speed N1 and also the electric pow-
er generated by the generator 4 has already increased
to the first target electric power. Accordingly, the opera-
tion of the engine 2 smoothly switches from the ramp
mode to the first operation mode.
[0177] After the first operation mode is selected in Step
S213 to operate the engine 2 in the first operation mode,
the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for the
present cycle, and in the next cycle, the HEV-ECU 20
starts the control procedure again from Step S201. If, at
this point of time, the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
is still low and the charging of the battery 8 is not com-
pleted yet, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the procedure
from Step S201 to Step S208 through Step S205, and
again determines whether the value of the flag F4 is "1"
or not.
[0178] Since the ramp-mode operation of the engine
2 is already completed, the flag F4 has been set to "1".
Thus, following the decision in Step S208, the HEV-ECU
20 advances the procedure to Step S212 and again de-
termines whether or not the value of the flag F1 is "1".
Namely, the HEV-ECU 20 keeps following the course
from Step S212 to Step S213 during the period after the
operation mode of the engine 2 is switched from the ramp
mode to the first operation mode until the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 being charged rises to the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1. Consequently, the engine 2 is
operated in the first operation mode and the generator 4
generates the first target electric power, thereby charging
the battery 8.
[0179] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged thereafter reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1, the value of the flag F1 is set to "1" in the charge
control. Accordingly, the HEV-ECU 20 judges in Step
S212 that the value of the flag F1 is "1", and advances
the procedure to Step S214, in which the HEV-ECU 20
switches the operation mode of the engine 2 to the sec-
ond operation mode.
[0180] When the second operation mode is selected
in Step S214, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the inverter 6 so
that the second target electric power may be generated
at the second target revolution speed N2, and also in-
structs the engine ECU 22 to operate the engine 2 in the
second operation mode. The second target revolution
speed N2 is set to be lower than the first target revolution

speed N2 which is applied while the first operation mode
is selected, and the second target electric power is set
to be lower than the first target electric power which is
applied while the first operation mode is selected. In ac-
cordance with the instruction from the HEV-ECU 20, the
engine ECU 22 controls the operation of the engine so
that the revolution speed of the engine 2 may become
equal to the second target revolution speed N2. The en-
gine 2 is therefore operated in a lower-speed, lower-load
operation region than in the case of the first operation
mode. As a result, the temperature of the exhaust gas
discharged from the engine 2 becomes lower than that
in the first operation mode, and the concentration of the
NOx contained in the exhaust gas also lowers.
[0181] After the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched to the second operation mode in Step S214,
the HEV-ECU 20 ends the control procedure for the
present cycle, and in the next cycle, the HEV-ECU starts
the control procedure again from Step S201. If, at this
point of time, the charging of the battery 8 is still not com-
pleted yet, the value of the flag F2 remains at "1", and
since the engine 2 is being operated, the value of the flag
F3 remains at "1". Further, since the ramp-mode opera-
tion of the engine 2 is completed, the value of the flag F4
has been set to "1". Thus, following the decisions in Steps
S201, S205 and S208, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S212.
[0182] Since the value of the flag F1 has been set to
"1" in the charge control, the HEV-ECU 20 advances the
procedure to Step S214, following the decision in Step
S212, and keeps selecting the second operation mode
as the operation mode of the engine 2. Namely, during
the period after the storage rate SOC of the battery 8
rises to the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until the
storage rate SOC reaches the second upper-limit storage
rate SU2, the HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly advances the pro-
cedure to Step S214.
Consequently, the engine 2 is operated in the second
operation mode and the generator 4 generates the sec-
ond target electric power, thereby charging the battery 8.
[0183] The battery 8 is continuously charged thereaf-
ter, and if the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches
the second upper-limit storage rate SU2, the values of
the flags F1 and F2 are both set to "0" in the charge
control, as stated above. Accordingly, when the HEV-
ECU 20 executes the procedure in Step S201 of the en-
gine operation control, the HEV-ECU 20 judges that the
value of the flag F2 is not "1", and advances the procedure
to Step S202.
[0184] In Step S202, the HEV-ECU 20 instructs the
engine ECU 22 to stop the engine 2 and also controls
the inverter 6 so as to stop the power generation by the
generator 4. In accordance with the instruction from the
HEV-ECU 20, the engine ECU 22 stops the operation of
the engine 2 by stopping the fuel supply to the engine 2.
[0185] Since the engine 2 is stopped in Step S202, the
HEV-ECU 20 resets the value of the flag F3 to "0" in Step
S203, then resets the value of the flag F4 to "0" in Step
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S204, and ends the control procedure for the present
cycle. In the next and succeeding control cycles, the
HEV-ECU 20 repeatedly executes the procedure from
Step S201 to Step S204 through Steps S202 and 203
unless and until the value of the flag F2 is set to "1" be-
cause the battery 8 needs to be again charged, as stated
above, with the result that the engine 2 is kept stopped.
[0186] In the engine operation control executed by the
HEV-ECU 20 in the aforementioned manner, if the stor-
age rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL, the engine 2 is started and operated in
the ramp mode. In the ramp mode, the revolution speed
of the engine 2 gradually rises from the idling speed to
the first target revolution speed. As the revolution speed
rises, the electric power generated by the generator 4
gradually increases from "0" to the first target electric
power, so that the load of the engine 2 gradually increas-
es. As a result, the exhaust temperature of the engine 2
rises more gently than in the case where the revolution
speed of the engine 2 and the electric power generated
by the generator 4 are raised to the first target revolution
speed N1 and the first target electric power, respectively,
immediately after the engine 2 is started.
[0187] When the revolution speed of the engine 2
reaches the first target revolution speed N1, the electric
power generated by the generator 4 also reaches the
first target electric power, and therefore, the operation of
the engine 2 smoothly switches to the first operation
mode. Then, the engine 2 is operated in the first operation
mode to drive the generator 4, and the generator 4 gen-
erates the first target electric power to continue charging
the battery 8 while rotating at the first target revolution
speed.
[0188] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged thereafter reaches the first upper-limit storage
rate SU1, the operation of the engine 2 is switched to the
second operation mode. The engine 2 is kept operating
in the second operation mode until the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 increases up to the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2. While the engine 2 is operated in the
second operation mode, the generator 4 is rotated by the
engine 2 at the second target revolution speed N2 lower
than the first target revolution speed N1, to generate the
second target electric power smaller than the first target
electric power, whereby the battery 8 is continuously
charged. During this period, since the engine 2 is oper-
ated in a lower-speed, lower-load operation region than
in the case of the first operation mode, the temperature
of the exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2 is lower
than that in the first operation mode and also the con-
centration of the NOx contained in the exhaust gas low-
ers.
[0189] The battery 8 is continuously charged thereaf-
ter, and if the storage rate of the battery 8 reaches the
second upper-limit storage rate, it is judged that the
charging of the battery 8 has been completed, so that
the engine 2 is stopped to terminate the power generation
by the generator 4. Thus, after the storage rate SOC of

the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1 and thus the operation of the engine 2 is switched
to the second operation mode, the engine 2 is kept op-
erating in the second operation mode until the storage
rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the second upper-limit
storage rate SU2 and the engine is stopped.
[0190] In this manner, the engine operation control of
this embodiment differs from that of the first embodiment
in that, when the engine 2 is started because of the need
to charge the battery 8, the engine is not immediately
operated in the first operation mode, but is operated in
the ramp mode. In this embodiment, after the operation
of the engine 2 is switched from the ramp mode, which
is applied following the startup, to the first operation
mode, the engine is controlled in the same manner as in
the engine operation control of the first embodiment.
[0191] Also in this embodiment, the engine ECU 22
executes the urea water supply control for supplying the
urea water from the urea water injector 52 into the ex-
haust gas, in a manner coordinated with the operation of
the engine 2, so as to reduce the NOx contained in the
exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2 and thereby
purify the exhaust gas. The urea water supply control is
executed following the procedure illustrated in the flow-
chart of FIG. 5, like the urea water supply control exe-
cuted by the engine ECU 22 in the first embodiment. Spe-
cifically, the engine ECU 22 starts the urea water supply
control when the starting switch is operated to the ON-
position, like the charge control, and executes the urea
water supply control at the predetermined control inter-
vals. Also, the engine ECU 22 terminates the urea water
supply control when the starting switch is operated to the
OFF-position, like the charge control.
[0192] The urea water supply control itself is identical
with that of the first embodiment as stated above. In the
following, therefore, the urea water supply control will be
briefly explained.
[0193] If the battery 8 need not be charged and thus
the engine 2 is stopped, the engine ECU 22 stops the
supply of the urea water from the urea water injector 52.
When the engine 2 is started because the battery 8 needs
to be charged, the engine ECU 22 keeps the urea water
supply of the urea water injector 52 stopped because the
urea water should not be injected from the urea water
injector 52 until the temperature Tc of the exhaust gas
flowing into the SCR catalyst 48, detected by the exhaust
temperature sensor 54, reaches the predetermined tem-
perature Ta.
[0194] The exhaust temperature Tc rises as the engine
2 is continuously operated, and if the exhaust tempera-
ture Tc reaches the predetermined temperature Ta, the
urea water is supplied from the urea water injector 52 in
the first supply mode. The engine ECU 22 maintains the
urea water supply in the first supply mode until the stor-
age rate SOC of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-
limit storage rate SU1.
[0195] In the first supply mode, the engine ECU 22
estimates the amount of NOx discharged per unit time
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from the engine 2, in accordance with the operating state
of the engine 2, and obtains a target supply amount of
the urea water to be supplied per unit time, on the basis
of the ammonia supply amount required to selectively
reduce the estimated discharge amount of NOx, as in
the first embodiment. Usually, however, the exhaust tem-
perature Tc reaches the predetermined temperature Ta
after the ramp-mode operation of the engine 2 is com-
pleted. Thus, in the first supply mode, the engine ECU
22 estimates the amount of NOx discharged per unit time
from the engine 2 operated in the first operation mode,
and obtains the target supply amount M1 of the urea wa-
ter to be supplied per unit time, based on the ammonia
supply amount necessary to selectively reduce the esti-
mated discharge amount of NOx. In accordance with the
target supply amount M1 thus obtained, the engine ECU
22 controls the urea water injector 52 to supply the urea
water.
[0196] During the period after the storage rate SOC of
the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1 until the storage rate SOC increases up to the sec-
ond upper-limit storage rate SU2, the engine ECU 22
causes the urea water injector 52 to supply the urea water
in the second supply mode.
[0197] At this time, the engine 2 is operated in the sec-
ond operation mode, and in the second operation mode,
the engine 2 is operated in a lower-speed, lower-load
operation region than in the case of the first operation
mode, as stated above. In the second supply mode, the
engine ECU 22 carries out the supply of the urea water
from the urea water injector 52 in accordance with such
operating state of the engine 2 so that a larger amount
of ammonia produced from the urea water may be ad-
sorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, as in the first embodiment.
Namely, while the engine 2 is operated in the second
operation mode, the engine ECU 22 executes the ad-
sorption increasing operation to increase the amount of
ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48.
[0198] The amount of the urea water supplied in the
second supply mode is also set in the same manner as
in the first embodiment. Specifically, the urea water sup-
ply amount M2’ to be supplied per unit time is obtained
which corresponds to the ammonia supply amount re-
quired per unit time to selectively reduce the NOx while
the engine 2 is operated in the second operation mode.
Also, like the first embodiment, based on the maximum
adsorption amount Q2 up to which the SCR catalyst 48
can adsorb ammonia while the engine 2 is operated in
the second operation mode, the urea water supply
amount M2" to be supplied per unit time is obtained which
is required to cause the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb am-
monia up to the maximum adsorption amount Q2. The
engine ECU 22 stores the sum of the thus-obtained urea
water supply amounts M2’ and M2" as the second target
supply amount M2 for the second supply mode. Then,
the engine ECU 22 controls the urea water injector 52
such that the second target supply amount M2 of the urea
water is supplied to the exhaust gas.

[0199] While the engine 2 is operated in the second
operation mode, the exhaust temperature is lower than
when the engine is operated in the first operation mode,
and therefore, a larger amount of ammonia can be ad-
sorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, as stated above. Also,
the second target supply amount M2 of the urea water
for the second supply mode is set to be equal to the sum
of the urea water supply amount M2’, which corresponds
to the ammonia supply amount needed to selectively re-
duce the NOx, and the urea water supply amount M2",
which allows the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb ammonia up
to the maximum adsorption amount Q2. Accordingly, the
SCR catalyst 48 can be made to adsorb the largest pos-
sible amount of ammonia without causing ammonia slip
from the SCR catalyst 48.
[0200] If the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 being
charged reaches the second upper-limit storage rate
SU2, it is judged that the charging of the battery 8 is
completed. Thus, the engine 2 is stopped, and the engine
ECU 22 stops the supply of the urea water from the urea
water injector 52.
[0201] The urea water supply control is executed in
this manner by the engine ECU 22, whereby the supply
of the urea water from the urea water injector 52 is kept
stopped by the engine ECU 22 during the period after
the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below the
lower-limit storage rate SL and thus the engine 2 is start-
ed until the temperature Tc of the exhaust gas flowing
into the SCR catalyst 48 reaches the predetermined tem-
perature Ta, because the exhaust temperature of the en-
gine 2 remains low for a while after the engine 2 is started.
[0202] The engine 2, on the other hand, is already start-
ed and is operated first in the ramp mode, as stated
above.
In the ramp mode, the revolution speed of the engine 2
is gradually increased from the idling speed following the
startup to the first target revolution speed for the first op-
eration mode. Also, the electric power generated by the
generator 4 is gradually increased from "0" to the first
target electric power for the first operation mode in a man-
ner coordinated with the engine operation in the ramp
mode, so that the load of the engine 2 gradually increas-
es.
[0203] At this time, the SCR catalyst 48 already adsorb
a large amount of ammonia, because of the adsorption
increasing operation executed when the battery 8 was
charged the previous time. Thus, when the exhaust tem-
perature is increased after the start of the engine 2 to
such an extent that the SCR catalyst 48 becomes capable
of selectively reducing NOx, the NOx contained in the
exhaust gas from the engine 2 is selectively reduced by
using, as a reducing agent, the ammonia adsorbed by
the SCR catalyst 48, whereby the exhaust gas is purified.
In this manner, the amount of the ammonia adsorbed by
the SCR catalyst 48 gradually decreases because of the
selective reduction. On the other hand, as shown in FIG.
6, the maximum ammonia adsorption amount of the SCR
catalyst 48 gradually decreases with increase in the tem-
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perature of the SCR catalyst 48, as in the first embodi-
ment.
[0204] The rate of increase of the revolution speed of
the engine 2 and of the electric power generated by the
generator 4 in the ramp mode is determined in accord-
ance with such change in the ammonia adsorption
amount.
[0205] Specifically, the amount of ammonia adsorbed
by the SCR catalyst 48 during the adsorption increasing
operation gradually decreases as the ammonia is used
to selectively reduce the NOx in the exhaust gas after
the start of the engine 2. On the other hand, the maximum
amount of ammonia that the SCR catalyst 48 can adsorb
gradually decreases with increase in the temperature of
the SCR catalyst 48, as shown in FIG. 6. Thus, the rate
of decrease of ammonia due to the selective reduction
is obtained in advance by experiment, and a rate of in-
crease in the temperature of the SCR catalyst 48 is ob-
tained such that the rate of decrease in the maximum
ammonia adsorption amount does not become greater
than the experimentally obtained rate of decrease of am-
monia due to the selective reduction. Then, the rate of
increase in the revolution speed of the engine 2 in the
ramp mode and the rate of increase in the electric power
generated by the generator 4 in the ramp mode, which
corresponds to the rate of increase in the load of the
engine 2, are set so that the exhaust temperature may
rise at such a rate as to attain the obtained rate of increase
in the catalyst temperature.
[0206] The engine 2 is operated in the ramp mode in
this manner, so that the revolution speed and load of the
engine 2 gradually increase. Thus, compared with the
case where the engine 2 is operated in the first operation
mode immediately after the startup, the exhaust temper-
ature of the engine 2 rises gently, and also the temper-
ature of the SCR catalyst 48 rises gently. Consequently,
during the period after the engine 2 is started to be op-
erated in the ramp mode until the engine operation mode
is switched to the first operation mode, the amount of
ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 does not be-
come larger than the maximum ammonia adsorption
amount of the SCR catalyst 48 at the present catalyst
temperature during the period. The operation of the en-
gine 2 can therefore be switched from the ramp mode to
the first operation mode without causing ammonia slip.
[0207] Even after the operation of the engine 2 is
switched from the ramp mode to the first operation mode,
the NOx in the exhaust gas is selectively reduced by us-
ing, as a reducing agent, the ammonia adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48, whereby the exhaust gas is purified.
While the ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 is
used in this manner to purify the exhaust gas, the exhaust
temperature of the engine 2 gradually rises, and if it is
judged that the exhaust temperature Tc has reached the
predetermined temperature Ta, the urea water is sup-
plied from the urea water injector 52 in the first supply
mode.
[0208] Accordingly, also in this embodiment, even if

the engine 2 is repeatedly started and stopped to charge
the battery 8, the NOx is selectively reduced by the am-
monia that has already been adsorbed by the SCR cat-
alyst 48, while the exhaust temperature remains low after
the start of the engine 2, as in the first embodiment. The
exhaust gas from the engine 2 can therefore be satisfac-
torily purified from the time just after the start of the engine
2.
[0209] Further, in this embodiment, the engine 2 is op-
erated first in the ramp mode after being started, and the
operation of the engine 2 is then switched to the first
operation mode, so that the exhaust temperature of the
engine 2 rises moderately. As a result, the amount of
ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 does not be-
come larger than the maximum ammonia adsorption
amount of the SCR catalyst 48 at the present catalyst
temperature during the operation of the engine, and
therefore, the occurrence of ammonia slip is reliably pre-
vented.
[0210] FIG. 9 illustrates how various values change
with time when the charge control and the engine oper-
ation control are executed by the HEV-ECU 20 and the
urea water supply control is executed by the engine ECU
22, the values including the target revolution speed of
the engine 2, the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing
into the SCR catalyst 48, the target supply amount of the
urea water, and the concentration of the NOx emitted
from the exhaust aftertreatment device 36.
[0211] If the storage rate of the battery 8 drops below
the lower-limit storage rate SL and the engine 2 is started
at time t1 in FIG. 9, the engine 2 is operated in the ramp
mode, so that the revolution speed of the engine 2 is
gradually increased from the idling speed to the first tar-
get revolution speed for the first operation mode. Al-
though not illustrated in the figure, the electric power gen-
erated by the generator 4 is also gradually increased from
"0" to the first target electric power for the first operation
mode, so that the load of the engine 2 gradually increas-
es.
[0212] In this case, the exhaust temperature of the en-
gine 2 changes in the manner indicated by the solid line
in FIG. 9. Namely, the exhaust temperature of the engine
2 rises more gently than in the case where the revolution
speed of the engine 2 and the electric power generated
by the generator 4 are raised to the first target revolution
speed and the first target electric power, respectively,
immediately after the engine 2 is started, indicated by
the dot-dot-dash line in FIG. 9. As the exhaust tempera-
ture rises gently, the temperature of the SCR catalyst 48
also increases moderately. Accordingly, the amount of
ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 does not be-
come larger than the maximum ammonia adsorption
amount of the SCR catalyst 48 at the present catalyst
temperature during this period of time, as stated above,
and therefore the occurrence of ammonia slip is reliably
prevented.
[0213] On completion of the ramp-mode operation of
the engine 2, the operation mode of the engine 2 is
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switched to the first operation mode in which the revolu-
tion speed of the engine 2 is set to the first target revo-
lution speed N1.
At this time, the generator 4 is controlled by the HEV-
ECU 20 so as to generate the first target electric power
at the first target revolution speed N1.
[0214] After the engine 2 is started, the exhaust tem-
perature of the engine 2 gradually rises, but for a certain
period of time after the start of the engine 2, the exhaust
temperature remains lower than the predetermined tem-
perature Ta at which the urea water is allowed to be sup-
plied from the urea water injector 52. Accordingly, the
target supply amount of the urea water is not set with
respect to the urea water injector 52, so that no urea
water is supplied from the urea water injector 52. Thus,
where ammonia was not adsorbed by the SCR catalyst
48 while the battery 8 was charged the previous time,
the exhaust gas emitted from the exhaust aftertreatment
device 36 just after the start of the engine 2 is not purified
and has a high concentration of NOx, as indicated by the
dot-dash line in FIG. 9. In this embodiment, by contrast,
while the battery 8 was charged the previous time, the
SCR catalyst 48 absorbed a large amount of ammonia,
as stated above. Accordingly, although the urea water is
not supplied from the urea water injector 52, the NOx is
selectively reduced by using, as a reducing agent, the
ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48. The NOx
concentration of the exhaust gas can therefore be sup-
pressed to a low level from the start of the engine 2, as
indicated by the solid line in FIG. 9, whereby lowering in
the purification efficiency of the SCR catalyst 48 is pre-
vented. A short-lasting rise in the NOx concentration just
after the start of the engine 2 is attributable to the incre-
mental control of the fuel supply quantity executed at the
start of the engine 2 and the activation of the SCR catalyst
48.
[0215] After completion of the ramp-mode operation,
the engine 2 is kept operating in the first operation mode,
so that the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 increas-
es. When the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 reach-
es the predetermined temperature Ta at time t2, the urea
water injector 52 is controlled in the first supply mode
and starts to supply the target supply amount M1 of the
urea water. Ammonia produced from the urea water is
supplied to the SCR catalyst 48 to continue the selective
reduction of the NOx, whereby the exhaust gas is purified.
At this time, since the engine 2 is operated in the first
operation mode to cause the generator 4 to generate the
first target electric power, the exhaust temperature of the
engine 2 rises to about 500°C, for example.
[0216] The battery 8 is progressively charged thereaf-
ter with the electric power generated by the generator 4
driven by the engine 2, and when the storage rate SOC
of the battery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate
SU1 at time t3, the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched from the first operation mode to the second op-
eration mode, in which the engine 2 is operated at the
second target revolution speed N2 lower than the first

target revolution speed N1. At this time, the generator 4
is controlled by the HEV-ECU 20 so as to generate the
second target electric power, which is smaller than the
first target electric power, at the second target revolution
speed N2. Thus, the engine 2 is operated in a lower-
speed, lower-load operation region than in the first oper-
ation mode, and the exhaust temperature of the engine
2 lowers to a temperature (e.g., 250°C) slightly higher
than the predetermined temperature Ta at which the urea
water is allowed to be supplied from the urea water in-
jector 52.
[0217] Such decrease in the exhaust temperature per-
mits the SCR catalyst 48 to adsorb more ammonia than
when the engine 2 is operated in the first operation mode.
Accordingly, when the operation mode of the engine 2 is
switched to the second operation mode, the engine ECU
22 switches the urea water supply mode of the urea water
injector 52 from the first supply mode to the second sup-
ply mode, in which the second target supply amount M2
is selected as the target supply amount of the urea water
from the urea water injector 52.
[0218] Also in this embodiment, the second target sup-
ply amount M2 is smaller than the first target supply
amount M1, like the first embodiment. The reason is that
the concentration of the NOx discharged from the engine
2 significantly lowers because of the switchover of the
operation mode of the engine 2 to the second operation
mode and the consequent decrease in the exhaust tem-
perature. Depending on the characteristics of the SCR
catalyst 48 or the extent to which the exhaust temperature
of the engine 2 lowers in the second operation mode,
however, the second target supply amount M2 is set to
be larger than the first target supply amount M1.
[0219] Since, in the second operation mode, the en-
gine 2 is operated in a lower-speed, lower-load operation
region than in the first operation mode, the NOx concen-
tration of the exhaust gas discharged from the engine 2
is lower than that in the first operation mode, as stated
above. Consequently, the NOx concentration of the ex-
haust gas emitted from the exhaust aftertreatment device
36 also lowers. Also, since the temperature of the SCR
catalyst 48 lowers as the exhaust temperature of the en-
gine 2 lowers, the SCR catalyst 48 adsorbs a larger
amount of ammonia than when the engine 2 is operated
in the first operation mode, as shown in FIG. 6.
[0220] The operation of the engine 2 in the second
operation mode and the supply of the urea water in the
second supply mode are continued until the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 being charged reaches the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2 at time t4, and are terminat-
ed when the charging of the battery 8 is completed with
its storage rate SOC increased up to the second upper-
limit storage rate SU2. Thus, prior to the termination of
the charging of the battery 8, the engine 2 is operated in
the second operation mode and the urea water is sup-
plied from the urea water injector 52 in the second supply
mode over the predetermined period from the time t3 to
t4 in FIG. 9, so that a large amount of ammonia is ad-
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sorbed by the SCR catalyst 48.
[0221] As stated above, the engine 2 is used exclu-
sively for driving the generator 4 and is operated in the
second operation mode, that is, under almost fixed op-
erating conditions, after the storage rate SOC of the bat-
tery 8 reaches the first upper-limit storage rate SU1 until
the storage rate SOC further increases up to the second
upper-limit storage rate SU2. Accordingly, the period
from the time t3 to t4 in FIG. 9 is almost fixed. By adjusting
the first upper-limit storage rate SU1, therefore, it is pos-
sible to set the period over which the engine 2 is operated
in the second operation mode, to a desired length so as
to match the characteristics of the engine 2, the SCR
catalyst 48 or the like.
[0222] In this manner, the engine 2 is operated in the
second operation mode and the urea water is supplied
from the urea water injector 52 in the second supply mode
over the predetermined period before the engine 2 is
stopped upon completion of the charging of the battery
8, whereby a large amount of ammonia is adsorbed by
the SCR catalyst 48. Accordingly, when the storage rate
SOC of the battery 8 again drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL and thus charging of the battery 2 is start-
ed but the urea water is not supplied from the urea water
injector 52 because the exhaust temperature is low, the
NOx contained in the exhaust gas is selectively reduced
by the ammonia that has already been adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48, whereby the exhaust gas can be puri-
fied.
[0223] Also, when the urea water is supplied from the
urea water injector 52 in the second supply mode, the
target urea water supply amount M2 is set to be equal to
the sum of the urea water supply amount M2’, which cor-
responds to the supply amount of ammonia necessary
to selectively reduce the NOx when the engine 2 is op-
erated in the second operation mode, and the urea water
supply amount M2", which is necessary for the SCR cat-
alyst 48 to adsorb ammonia up to the maximum adsorp-
tion amount Q2. Thus, the largest possible amount of
ammonia can be adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 with-
out causing ammonia slip from the SCR catalyst 48.
[0224] Further, the adsorption increasing operation for
increasing the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR
catalyst 48 is executed while the battery 8 is charged. It
is therefore unnecessary to operate the engine 2 for an
extra period of time to increase the amount of ammonia
adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48, thus preventing low-
ering in the fuel efficiency of the engine 2.
[0225] Although the exhaust purification device for a
hybrid electric vehicle according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention has been described above,
it is to be noted that the present invention is not limited
to the first and second embodiments alone. For the ele-
ments and construction of the second embodiment iden-
tical with those of the first embodiment, modifications
similar to those mentioned with respect to the first em-
bodiment may be made in the second embodiment.
[0226] Also, in the second embodiment, while the en-

gine 2 is operated in the ramp mode, the revolution speed
of the engine 2 is varied so as to increase at a preset
rate of increase of the engine revolution speed and the
electric power generated by the generator 4 is increased
at a preset rate of increase of the generated electric pow-
er. However, the method of increasing the engine revo-
lution speed and the method of increasing the generated
electric power are not particularly limited and some other
suitable methods may be adopted instead.
[0227] For example, the amount of ammonia adsorbed
by the SCR catalyst 48 may be estimated, and the rate
of increase of the engine revolution speed and the rate
of increase of the generated electric power may be ad-
justed on the basis of the exhaust temperature detected
by the exhaust temperature sensor 54 so that the esti-
mated ammonia adsorption amount may not exceed the
maximum ammonia adsorption amount shown in FIG. 6.
[0228] In this case, the rate of increase of the engine
revolution speed and that of the generated electric power
are adjusted, for example, in the manner described be-
low. When the revolution speed of the engine 2 reaches
the first target revolution speed N1 for the first operation
mode, the electric power generated by the generator 4
is set to the first target electric power, as in the second
embodiment. It is a prerequisite condition for setting the
rates. The relationship between the revolution speed of
the engine 2 and the electric power generated by the
generator 4 in varying the revolution speed and gener-
ated electric power is obtained beforehand by experi-
ment, which is carried out meeting the above-described
perquisite condition and taking into account the operation
efficiency of the engine 2, the exhaust characteristics and
the like. The rate of increase of the engine revolution
speed and the rate of increase of the generated electric
power set on the basis of the obtained relationship is
stored as a map. The remaining ammonia adsorption
amount of the SCR catalyst 48 is estimated by using, as
an initial value, the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the
SCR catalyst 48 during the adsorption increasing oper-
ation executed in the second operation mode, and based
on the amount of ammonia consumed by the selective
reduction of NOx while the engine 2 is operated in the
ramp mode. Then, the catalyst temperature at which the
maximum adsorption amount of the SCR catalyst 48 is
equal to the estimated remaining ammonia adsorption
amount is obtained from the relationship illustrated in
FIG. 6. Using the aforementioned map, the engine ECU
22 and the HEV-ECU 20 control the engine 2 and the
inverter 6, respectively, to vary the revolution speed of
the engine 2 and the electric power generated by the
generator 4 so that the obtained catalyst temperature
may become equal to the temperature of the SCR cata-
lyst 48 estimated from the exhaust temperature detected
by the exhaust temperature sensor (catalyst temperature
detection unit) 54.
[0229] The engine and the inverter are controlled in
this manner in the ramp mode on the basis of the exhaust
temperature detected by the exhaust temperature sensor
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54, and thus, the revolution speed of the engine 2 and
the electric power generated by the generator 4 gradually
increase to the first target revolution speed N1 and the
first target electric power, respectively, so that the
amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48
may not become larger than the maximum ammonia ad-
sorption amount of the SCR catalyst 48. Consequently,
the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 can be raised
to decrease the maximum ammonia adsorption amount
so as to correspond to the actual ammonia adsorption
amount that decreases due to the selective reduction of
NOx by the SCR catalyst 48. Thus, the occurrence of
ammonia slip at the start of the engine can be reliably
prevented and at the same time the elevation of the ex-
haust temperature need not be delayed more than nec-
essary. As a result, the exhaust temperature can be
raised as quickly as possible to the predetermined tem-
perature Ta at which the urea water is allowed to be sup-
plied.
[0230] In this modification, the remaining ammonia ad-
sorption amount of the SCR catalyst 48 is estimated by
using, as the initial value, the amount of ammonia ad-
sorbed by the SCR catalyst 48 during the previous ad-
sorption increasing operation executed in the second op-
eration mode. As stated above, the adsorption increasing
operation is executed so as to allow the SCR catalyst 48
to adsorb ammonia up to the maximum adsorption
amount Q2 at the catalyst temperature T2 indicated in
FIG. 6, and therefore, the initial value of the ammonia
adsorption amount is equal to the maximum adsorption
amount Q2.
[0231] A method explained below may alternatively be
adopted where consideration needs to be given to a sit-
uation in which the maximum adsorption amount of am-
monia is not adsorbed by the SCR catalyst 48. Specifi-
cally, based on the amount of NOx discharged from the
engine 2 operated in the second operation mode, the
engine ECU 22 obtains an amount of ammonia that is
consumed by the selective reduction of this amount of
NOx, and also obtains an amount of ammonia that is
produced from the urea water supplied from the urea
water injector 52 in the second supply mode. Subse-
quently, based on the difference between the obtained
two amounts of ammonia, the engine ECU 22 estimates
the amount of ammonia adsorbed by the SCR catalyst
48, and obtains an initial value of the ammonia adsorption
amount on the basis of the estimated value.
[0232] In the second embodiment, while the engine 2
is operated in the ramp mode, the exhaust temperature
of the engine 2 is made to rise gently by gradually in-
creasing the revolution speed of the engine 2 and also
by gradually increasing the electric power generated by
the generator 4 to progressively increase the load of the
engine 2. The method of moderating the rate of increase
in the exhaust temperature of the engine 2 is, however,
not limited to the mentioned method alone. For example,
the revolution speed of the engine 2 may be set to the
first target revolution speed for the first operation mode

immediately after the start of the engine 2, and only the
electric power generated by the generator 4 may be grad-
ually increased up to the first target electric power for the
first operation mode to progressively increase the load
of the engine 2. Further, the exhaust temperature may
be gradually raised by gradually varying other control
amount of the engine 2 than the aforementioned ones.
[0233] Moreover, when the engine 2 is operated in the
ramp mode, the idling speed is used as a starting point
from which the revolution speed of the engine 2 is in-
creased, while "0" is used as a starting point from which
the electric power generated by the generator 4 is in-
creased. The starting points are not limited to these val-
ues and may be changed to larger values.
[0234] In the second embodiment, the period of exe-
cution of the adsorption increasing operation is set on
the basis of the storage rate SOC of the battery 8, as in
the first embodiment. As stated above, the method of
setting the duration of the adsorption increasing opera-
tion is not limited to such method alone.
[0235] Also, in the second embodiment, each time the
battery 8 is charged, the engine 2 is operated in the ramp
mode, the first operation mode and the second operation
mode, and the respective operating conditions are almost
the same in the corresponding operation modes, as in
the first embodiment. Thus, the period of time after charg-
ing of the battery 8 is started until the charging is com-
pleted with the storage rate SOC of the battery 8 in-
creased to the second upper-limit storage rate is almost
fixed. Accordingly, as stated above with reference to the
modification of the first embodiment, a timer may be used,
for example, to measure the time elapsed after the stor-
age rate SOC of the battery 8 drops below the lower-limit
storage rate SL and thus charging of the battery 8 is start-
ed, and when the measured time reaches a predeter-
mined time, the adsorption increasing operation may be
started.
[0236] Further, when the battery 8 needs to be
charged, the engine 2 may be operated first in the ramp
mode, and after completion of the ramp-mode operation,
the operation of the engine 2 in the first operation mode
and the supply of the urea water in the first supply mode
may be continued until the charging of the battery 8 is
completed. The adsorption increasing operation may be
executed for a predetermined period after the charging
of the battery 8 is completed, by operating the engine 2
in the second operation mode and supplying the urea
water in the second supply mode.
[0237] In this case, while the adsorption increasing op-
eration is executed, the HEV-ECU 20 controls the invert-
er 6 so that the generator 4 does not generate electric
power. Thus, the motive power of the engine 2 does not
contribute to the charging of the battery 8, so that the fuel
efficiency of the engine 2 lowers correspondingly. How-
ever, the time period for executing the adsorption in-
creasing operation can be set with accuracy by means
of the timer.

47 48 



EP 2 210 788 A1

26

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Claims

1. An exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle, in which a generator is driven by using power
from an engine which is not used for moving the ve-
hicle, electric power generated by the generator is
stored in a battery, and an electric motor that is driven
by the electric power supplied from the battery is
used as a power source for moving the vehicle, com-
prising:

an ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst interposed in an exhaust passage of the
engine, for selectively reducing NOx contained
in exhaust gas by using ammonia as a reducing
agent;
a urea water supply unit for supplying urea water
into the exhaust gas existing upstream of the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst;
and
a control unit for starting or stopping the engine
in accordance with a storage state of the battery
and controlling the urea water supply unit in ac-
cordance with an operating state of the engine,
wherein
when the engine in operation is to be stopped,
the control unit stops the engine after executing,
over a predetermined period prior to stoppage
of the engine, an adsorption increasing opera-
tion in which an amount of ammonia adsorbed
by the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx
catalyst is increased, compared with that before
the predetermined period.

2. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the control unit
executes the adsorption increasing operation by
controlling the engine such that temperature of the
exhaust gas flowing into the ammonia selective re-
duction-type NOx catalyst is lowered, compared with
that during operation of the engine and before the
predetermined period.

3. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 2, wherein the control unit
causes revolution speed of the engine to be lowered,
compared with that before the predetermined period,
to lower the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing
into the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cat-
alyst.

4. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 2, wherein the control unit
causes load of the engine to be lowered, compared
with that before the predetermined period, to lower
the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing into the
ammonia selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.

5. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein, while the ad-
sorption increasing operation is executed, the con-
trol unit controls the urea water supply unit to supply
a target supply amount of the urea water, which is
set on the basis of an amount of ammonia consumed
by reduction of the NOx by the ammonia selective
reduction-type NOx catalyst and a maximum amount
of ammonia that can be adsorbed by the ammonia
selective reduction-type NOx catalyst.

6. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the control unit
sets, as the predetermined period, a period after the
storage rate of the battery charged by operating the
engine reaches a predetermined first upper-limit
storage rate until the storage rate of the battery in-
creases up to a predetermined second upper-limit
storage rate higher than the first upper-limit storage
rate, and stops the engine when the storage rate of
the battery reaches the second upper-limit storage
rate.

7. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein, when the bat-
tery needs to be charged, the control unit starts the
engine to operate to charge the battery, then exe-
cutes the adsorption increasing operation over the
predetermined period after charging of the battery is
completed, and subsequently stops the engine.

8. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein:

during operation of the engine, the control unit
controls the engine with a control amount of the
engine set to a predetermined target control
amount, and
after the engine is started, the control unit caus-
es the control amount of the engine to gradually
approach the target control amount such that a
rate of increase in exhaust temperature of the
engine is gentler than when the control amount
of the engine is immediately set to the target
control amount.

9. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 8, wherein the control unit
sets, as the target control amount, a target revolution
speed of the engine, and after the engine is started,
the control unit causes the revolution speed of the
engine to gradually increase to the target revolution
speed.

10. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 8, wherein the control unit
sets the target control amount equal to a control
amount of the engine with which the generator gen-
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erates target electric power, and after the engine is
started, the control unit varies the control amount of
the engine to the target control amount such that the
electric power generated by the generator gradually
increases to the target electric power.

11. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 8, further comprising cat-
alyst temperature detection unit for detecting tem-
perature of the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst,
wherein, after the engine is started, the control unit
causes the control amount of the engine to gradually
approach the target control amount on the basis of
the temperature of the ammonia selective reduction-
type NOx catalyst detected by the catalyst temper-
ature detection unit such that while the exhaust tem-
perature of the engine is increased, the temperature
of the ammonia selective reduction-type NOx cata-
lyst is continuously controlled to a temperature at
which a maximum amount of ammonia that can be
adsorbed by the ammonia selective reduction-type
NOx catalyst is larger than or equal to an amount of
ammonia actually adsorbed by the ammonia selec-
tive reduction-type NOx catalyst.

12. The exhaust purification device for a hybrid electric
vehicle according to claim 8, wherein the control unit
executes the adsorption increasing operation by
controlling the engine such that the temperature of
the exhaust gas flowing into the ammonia selective
reduction-type NOx catalyst is lowered, compared
with that during the operation of the engine and be-
fore the predetermined period.
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