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(57) A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine includes: a rotor including a rotor core having a
polygonal shape and a plurality of permanent magnets;
and a stator including a stator core and armature wind-
ings, in which, when the number of poles is M, the number
of slots is N, M permanent magnets are sequentially num-
bered from first to M-th in a circumferential direction, and
a positional shift amount in the circumferential direction
from a corresponding one of equiangularly arranged ref-
erence positions, each being at the same radial distance
from a center of a rotating shaft, for an i-th (i=1, 2, ..., M)
permanent magnet is hi, M unit vectors in total, each be-
ing in an angular direction of 2πN(i-1)/M (rad), are de-
fined, and a sum of M vectors obtained by multiplying the
unit vectors respectively by the positional shift amount hi
is smaller than a maximum value of an absolute value of
the positional shift amount hi.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a permanent
magnet type rotating electric machine such as a motor
for an electric power steering device for a vehicle and an
industrial servomotor and to the electric power steering
device.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a motor having a small cogging
torque has been demanded for various applications,
which include, for example, an industrial servomotor and
a hoisting machine for an elevator. Paying attention to
the applications to vehicles, electric power steering de-
vices have become widely used to improve fuel efficiency
and steering ease. A cogging torque of a motor used for
the electric power steering device is transmitted to a driv-
er through an intermediation of a gear. Therefore, in order
to obtain smooth steering feel, there is a strong request
for a reduction in the cogging torque of the motor. In re-
sponse to this request, a method of moving permanent
magnets to adjust the cogging torque by using linear pro-
gramming (for example, see Patent Document 1) and a
method of reducing a 6�p-th order harmonic wave (p is
the number of pole pairs) of the cogging torque in the
case where a ratio of the number of slots and the number
of poles is 3:2 (for example, see Patent Document 2)
have been disclosed as techniques of reducing the cog-
ging torque.
[0003] Patent Document 1: JP 2006-60920 A

Patent Document 2: JP 2006-514522 A

Disclosure of the Invention

Problem to be solved by the Invention

[0004] With the conventional "method of moving the
permanent magnets to adjust the cogging torque by using
linear programming" as described above, much efforts
and long time are required to move the positions of the
permanent magnets to adjust the clogging torque. There-
fore, the method has a problem of being unsuitable for
mass-produced motors.
[0005] Moreover, because positional shifts and shape
deviations (for example, in symmetry) of the permanent
magnets are factors causing an increase in the cogging
torque, the cogging torque sometimes becomes ex-
tremely large if the positional shifts and the shape devi-
ations of the permanent magnets are not controlled at all.
[0006] For example, the cogging torque in a permanent
magnet type motor having ten poles and twelve slots is
described referring to FIGS. 27 and 28. FIG. 27 is a view
illustrating a configuration of a rotor of a conventional
permanent magnet type motor. FIGS. 28 are graphs re-

spectively showing a cogging torque waveform of the
conventional permanent magnet type motor and the re-
sult of analysis of a frequency.
[0007] FIG. 27 illustrates a rotor 10. Ten permanent
magnets 15 are arranged on a periphery of a rotor core
11. Further, the position of each of the permanent mag-
nets 15 is randomly shifted in a circumferential direction,
while the shape (symmetry) thereof also deviates ran-
domly.
[0008] When the positions of the permanent magnets
15 are shifted and the shapes thereof deviate with a pat-
tern as illustrated in FIG. 27, the cogging torque has a
waveform as shown in FIG. 28 (a), and therefore, the
extremely large cogging torque is generated. Further, the
frequency analysis of the waveform provides the result
as shown in FIG. 28(b). In terms of order, a component
having a period of 360 degrees (in mechanical angle) of
an angle of rotation of the rotor 10 is a first-order com-
ponent. A twelfth-order component corresponding to a
component whose order is equal to the number of the
slots of the stator is prominent, and is due to variations
on the rotor 10 side.
[0009] Moreover, the conventional "method of reduc-
ing the 6�p-th order harmonic wave (p is the number of
pole pairs) of the cogging torque when the ratio of the
number of slots to the number of poles is 3:2" as de-
scribed above is a technique of reducing an order com-
ponent whose order is equal to a least common multiple
of the number of poles and the number of slots. However,
a method of reducing "the order component of the cog-
ging torque, with the order equal to the number of slots",
which is generated due to the variations on the rotor side
has not been disclosed.
[0010] The present invention has been made to solve
the problems described above, and has an object of pro-
viding a permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
and an electric power steering device, which are capable
of reducing a cogging torque component generated due
to a variation on a rotor side.

Means for solving the Problems

[0011] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to the present invention includes: a rotor
including a rotor core having a polygonal shape and a
plurality of permanent magnets; and a stator including a
stator core and armature windings, in which, when a
number of poles is M (M is an integer), a number of slots
is N (N is an integer), M permanent magnets are sequen-
tially numbered from first to M-th in a circumferential di-
rection, and a positional shift amount in the circumferen-
tial direction from a corresponding one of equiangularly
arranged reference positions, each being at the same
radial distance from a center of a rotating shaft, for an i-
th (i=1, 2, ..., M) permanent, magnet is hi (i=1, 2, ..., M)
(including a sign), M unit vectors in total, each being in
an angular direction of 2nN(i-1)/M (rad), are defined, and
a sum of M vectors obtained by multiplying the unit vec-
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tors respectively by the positional shift amount hi is small-
er than a maximum value of an absolute value of the
positional shift amount hi.

Effects of the Invention

[0012] The permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the present invention provides the
effects of reducing an order component whose order is
equal to the number of slots of the stator among order
components of a cogging torque. Further, the permanent
magnet type rotating electric machine has the effects of
providing so good productivity as to be suitable for mass
production.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a first configuration
of a rotor of a permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to a first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view illustrating a configuration
of a general permanent magnet type motor.
FIG. 3 is a graph for describing complex vectors.
FIG. 4 is a graph showing complex vectors when all
the permanent magnets shift in the same direction.
FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a second configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating
electric machine according to the first embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a third configuration of
the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating elec-
tric machine according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 7 is a graph showing complex vectors when the
neighboring permanent magnets shift in the opposite
directions to each other.
FIGS. 8 are graphs respectively showing a cogging
torque waveform of an experimental motor having
ten poles and twelve slots, in which directions of po-
sitional shifts of all the permanent magnets are the
same, and the result of analysis of a frequency.
FIGS. 9 are views respectively showing a cogging
torque waveform of an experimental motor having
ten poles and twelve slots and the result of analysis
of a frequency in the case where the effects of shape
deviations are the greatest when the directions of
the positional shifts of all the permanent magnets
are the same.
FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a first configuration of a
rotor of a permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 11 is a view for describing the shape deviation
of the permanent magnet.
FIG. 12 is a view illustrating a second configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating

electric machine according to a second embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 13 is a view illustrating a third configuration of
the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating elec-
tric machine according to the second embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a fourth configuration of
the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating elec-
tric machine according to the second embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 15 is a view illustrating a fifth configuration of
the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating elec-
tric machine according to the second embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 16 is a view illustrating a rotor of a permanent
magnet type rotating electric machine according to
a third embodiment of the present invention in an
enlarged manner.
FIG. 17 is a perspective view illustrating a rotor core
of a permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 18 is a view illustrating a first configuration of a
permanent magnet type rotating electric machine ac-
cording to a fifth embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 19 is a view illustrating a second configuration
of the permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to the fifth embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 20 is a view illustrating a first configuration of a
permanent magnet type rotating electric machine ac-
cording to a sixth embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 21 is a view illustrating a second configuration
of the permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to the sixth embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 22 is a view illustrating a schematic configura-
tion of an electric power steering device.
FIG. 23 is a view illustrating an example where pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the first configu-
ration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type ro-
tating electric machine according to the first embod-
iment of the present invention.
FIG. 24 is a view illustrating an example where pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the third config-
uration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type
rotating electric machine according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 25 is a view illustrating an example where pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the first configu-
ration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type ro-
tating electric machine according to the second em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 26 is a view illustrating an example where pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the third config-
uration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type
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rotating electric machine according to the second
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 27 is a view illustrating a configuration of a rotor
of a conventional permanent magnet type motor.
FIGS. 28 are graphs respectively showing a cogging
torque waveform of the conventional permanent
magnet type motor and the result of analysis of a
frequency.

Best Mode for carrying out the Invention

[0014] First to seventh embodiments of the present in-
vention are described below.

First Embodiment

[0015] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a first embodiment of the present in-
vention is described referring to FIGS. 1 to 9, 23, and 24.
FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a first configuration of a rotor
of the permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. In each of the drawings, the same reference symbols
denote the same or equivalent parts.
[0016] In FIG. 1, a rotor 10 of the permanent magnet
type rotating electric machine according to the first em-
bodiment of the present invention includes a rotor core
11, a plurality of projecting portions 12, and a plurality of
permanent magnets 15 arranged on a periphery of the
rotor core 11 having a polygonal shape. Arrows indicate
a direction in which the positions of the permanent mag-
nets 15 shift.
[0017] Next, an operation of the permanent magnet
type rotating electric machine according to the first em-
bodiment is described referring to the drawings.
[0018] As already described above, when variations in
position or shape between the permanent magnets are
not controlled, a cogging torque becomes large in some
cases. For example, the pattern illustrated in FIG. 27 is
conceived. FIG. 27 illustrates the rotor 10 of the conven-
tional permanent magnet type motor. The permanent
magnets 15 are arranged on the periphery of the rotor
core 11. Arrows indicate a direction in which the positions
of the permanent magnets 15 shift from reference posi-
tions thereof and a direction in which the shapes of the
permanent magnets 15 deviate.
[0019] With the pattern as described above, an ex-
tremely large cogging torque as shown in FIG. 28(a) is
generated. The motor has twelve slots as an example.
A twelfth-order component of the cogging torque be-
comes extremely large as shown in FIG. 28 (b). There-
fore, it is important to control the variations in position or
shape between the permanent magnets 15.
[0020] Accordingly, a relation between the variations
in position or shape between the permanent magnets
and the cogging torque is first described. Thereafter, a
method of reducing the cogging torque is described.
[0021] FIG. 2 is a sectional view illustrating a configu-

ration of a general permanent magnet type motor. In FIG.
2, the permanent magnet type motor includes the rotor
10 and a stator 20. The rotor 10 includes the rotor core
11 and the permanent magnets 15 (P1 to P10). The stator
20 includes a stator core 21, slots 24, and armature wind-
ings 25. The stator core 21 includes core backs 22 and
teeth 23 to form a magnetic path through which a mag-
netic flux generated by the permanent magnets 15 and
the armature windings 25 passes. In the case of FIG. 2
described above, the armature windings 25 are respec-
tively located in the slots 24 which house the windings
therein, and each of the armature windings has a so-
called concentrated winding structure in which the wind-
ing is wound around each of the teeth 23 in a concen-
trated manner.
[0022] However, the application of the present inven-
tion is not limited to the concentrated winding, and the
same effects can be obtained with a distributed winding .
A frame provided on an outer periphery of the stator core
21 is omitted in FIG. 2.
[0023] The rotor 10 includes the rotor core 11 and the
permanent magnets 15, as described above. The per-
manent magnets 15 are approximately equiangularly ar-
ranged on an outer periphery of the rotor core 11. All the
permanent magnets 15 are located at approximately the
same radial distance.
[0024] Let the number of magnetic poles of the motor
be M and the number of slots be N. Then, in the example
illustrated in FIG. 2, M=10 and N=12. In FIG. 2, equian-
gularly arranged positions (at intervals of 2n/M (rad)),
each being a position of a center of each side of the pol-
ygon, are set as the respective reference positions of the
permanent magnets P1 to P10. How the degree of the
cogging torque changes when each of the permanent
magnets 15 shifts from the reference position thereof is
described.
[0025] A torque applied to each of the permanent mag-
nets 15 is affected by the slots 24 of the stator core 21.
The torque applied when one of the permanent magnets
15 is opposed to one of the slots 24 differs from the torque
applied when the one of the permanent magnets 15 is
opposed to one of the teeth 23. Therefore, a ripple com-
ponent of an order which is equal to the number of slots
is contained as a ripple component of the torque applied
to each of the permanent magnets 15 when the rotor 10
makes one revolution. Further, each of the intervals at
which the permanent magnets 15 are arranged in the
circumferential direction is β=2π/M (rad) in mechanical
angle, as illustrated in FIG. 2. Therefore, the torques ap-
plied to the permanent magnets 15 have waveforms
whose phases are shifted by 2π/M (rad) in mechanical
angle from each other. When the permanent magnets 15
are all located at the reference positions, the torques are
summed to cancel each other. As a result, the order com-
ponent whose order is equal to the number of slots does
not appear in the cogging torque waveform, resulting in
a low cogging torque. However, if the permanent mag-
nets 15 shift from the reference positions, the torques do
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not cancel each other, resulting in appearance of the or-
der component whose order is equal to the number of
slots.
[0026] In which phase and at which amplitude the order
component of the cogging torque, which has the order
equal to the number of slots, is generated when a posi-
tional shift occurs in the circumferential direction are con-
sidered using a complex vector. FIG. 3 is a graph for
describing the complex vector. When a shift of a shift
amount h1 occurs for the permanent magnet P1, it is
assumed that the order component whose order is equal
to the number of slots is a complex vector located in a
real-axis (Re) direction shown in FIG. 3. A length of the
vector is in proportion to the shift amount. Therefore,
when, for example, the shift of a double shift amount, i .
e. , 2�h1, occurs, the vector has a double length, as
shown in FIG. 3.
[0027] Next, the phase is considered. The permanent
magnets P1 and P2 are sifted from each other by β=2π/M
(rad) in mechanical angle. A cycle of the order component
of the cogging torque, whose order is equal to the number
N of slots, is α=2π/N (rad). Therefore, if the complex vec-
tors are defined to make 360 degrees at intervals of 2n/N
(rad), a phase difference γ between the torques applied
to the permanent magnets P1 and P2 satisfies γ=2πN/M
(rad).
[0028] In the example of the motor having ten poles
and twelve slots, the phase difference is γ=2π�12/10
(rad) = 432 (degrees), which is equivalent to 432-360=72
degrees. Therefore, the positional relation as shown in
FIG. 3 is obtained. Further, when a sign of the positional
shift amount is reversed, that is, when the direction of
the shift becomes opposite, the phase of the order com-
ponent of the cogging torque having the order equal to
the number of slots is also inverted. Therefore, a direction
of the complex vector is also reversed, as shown in FIG. 3.
[0029] Summarizing the above description, the com-
plex vector given above is as follows.

(1) The complex vector is in proportion to the posi-
tional shift amount.
(2) The phase difference between the permanent
magnets is 2πN/M (rad).
(3) When the direction of the shift becomes opposite,
the phase is inverted.

[0030] In consideration of the aforementioned three
characteristics, a method of reducing the cogging torque
is considered. When there is no positional shift at all for
all the permanent magnets, all the complex vectors be-
come a zero vector. Therefore, it is apparent that the
cogging torque of the order component whose order is
equal to the number of slots is not generated.
[0031] On the other hand, when there is the positional
shift, the sum of the complex vectors does not generally
become zero and the clogging torque of the order com-
ponent whose order is equal to the number of slots is
generated, resulting in an increase in the cogging torque.

Depending on the positional shift pattern, however, the
clogging torque of the order component whose order is
equal to the number of slots is hardly generated or is not
generated at all when the sum of the complex vectors is
extremely small or becomes the zero vector.
[0032] For example, the case as illustrated in FIG. 1
is conceived. As described above, FIG. 1 is the view il-
lustrating the first configuration of the rotor of the perma-
nent magnet type rotating electric machine according to
the first embodiment. FIG. 4 is a graph showing the com-
plex vectors when all the permanent magnets shift in the
same direction. When the positional shifts of all the per-
manent magnets 15 are made in the same counterclock-
wise direction as illustrated in FIG. 1, the complex vectors
are as illustrated in FIG. 4. FIG. 4 shows that the direc-
tions of the complex vectors of the permanent magnets
P1 and P6 are the same. In addition, the directions of the
complex vectors are the same for each set of "the per-
manent magnets P2 and P7", "the permanent magnets
P3 and P8", "the permanent magnets P4 and P9", and
"the permanent magnets P5 and P10". The total number
of complex vectors is ten, each of which is shifted by 72
degrees. The sum of the ten complex vectors becomes
the zero vector. Therefore, the order component whose
order is equal to the number of slots is not generated.
[0033] FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a second configura-
tion of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating
electric machine according to a first embodiment of the
present invention. The same effects are obtained even
when the positions of all the permanent magnets 15 shift
in a clockwise direction which is opposite to the direction
of FIG. 1, as illustrated in FIG. 5.
[0034] FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a third configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 7 is a graph showing the complex vectors
when the neighboring permanent magnets shift in the
opposite directions to each other. When the positional
shifts of the neighboring permanent magnets 15 are
made in the opposite directions to each other as illustrat-
ed in FIG. 6, the complex vectors are as shown in FIG.
7. The total number of the complex vectors is ten, each
of which is shifted by 36 degrees, as shown in FIG. 7.
The sum of the ten complex vectors becomes the zero
vector. Therefore, the order component whose order is
equal to the number of slots is not generated.
[0035] FIGS. are graphs respectively showing a cog-
ging torque waveform of an experimental motor having
ten poles and twelve slots, in which the directions of the
positional shifts of all the permanent magnets are the
same, and the result of analysis of a frequency. In com-
parison with the conventional example shown in FIGS.
28, it is understood that the amplitude of the cogging
torque is remarkably reduced. Confirming with the order
components, the order component whose order is equal
to the number of slots, that is, a twelfth-order component
is remarkably reduced. Thus, the effects of the present
invention can be confirmed.
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[0036] Further, when the directions of the positional
shifts of all the permanent magnets are the same or the
directions of the positional shifts of the neighboring per-
manent magnets are opposite to each other, control is
easy in comparison with the case where each of the per-
manent magnets vary in different positional relations and,
in addition, the sum of the complex vectors becomes ze-
ro. Moreover, because the positional shift pattern as de-
scribed above can be realized by providing a mechanism
of arranging each of the permanent magnets so as to be
shifted to one side in a production facility, productivity is
also improved.
[0037] As described above, in the permanent magnet
type rotating electric machine including the rotor 10 in-
cluding the rotor core 11 and the plurality of permanent
magnets 15, and the stator 20 including the stator core
21 and the armature windings 25, if the permanent mag-
nets 15 have a configuration in which the directions of
the circumferential positional shifts from the equiangu-
larly arranged reference positions, each corresponding
to the center of each side of the polygon, are the same
at the magnetic poles of all the permanent magnets 15
(the permanent magnets are arranged so as to be shifted
to one side), the effects of the circumferential positional
shifts cancel each other. Therefore, the effects of reduc-
ing the order component whose order is equal to the
number of slots of the stator 20 among the order com-
ponents of the cogging torque are obtained. Moreover,
because the cogging torque can be reduced without con-
trolling the symmetry, the productivity can be improved.
Further, because all the positions of the permanent mag-
nets 15 shift in the same direction, the effects of improving
the productivity are also obtained.
[0038] Moreover, with the configuration in which the
directions of the circumferential positional shifts of the
permanent magnets 15 from the equiangularly arranged
reference positions, each corresponding to the center of
each side of the polygon, are opposite to each other at
the magnetic poles of the neighboring permanent mag-
nets 15, the effects of the circumferential positional shifts
cancel each other. Therefore, the effects of reducing the
order component whose order is equal to the number of
slots of the stator 20 among the order components of the
cogging torque are obtained. Moreover, because the
cogging torque can be reduced without controlling the
symmetry, the productivity can be improved. Further, the
neighboring permanent magnets 15 shift in the directions
opposite to each other, and hence the effects of improv-
ing the productivity are also obtained.
[0039] Further, for generalization, the description is
given using an equation. Let the number of poles be M
(M is an integer) and the number of slots be N (N is an
integer). Moreover, let the M permanent magnets be se-
quentially numbered with first to M-th in the circumferen-
tial direction. When the circumferential positional shift
amount from the corresponding one of the equiangularly
arranged reference positions, each corresponding to the
center of each side of the polygon, for the i-th (i=1, 2, ...,

M) permanent magnet is hi (i=1, 2, ..., M) (including the
sign), M complex vectors can be defined.
[0040] A phase angle between the complex vectors for
the i-th permanent magnet is 2πN(i-1)/M (rad). Then, M
vectors in total, which are obtained by multiplying unit
vectors which have the direction indicated by the phase
angle by the shift amount hi, become the complex vectors
for the i-th permanent magnet. When the sum of the com-
plex vectors is small, the order component whose order
is equal to the number of slots of the stator can be reduced
among the order components of the cogging torque.
[0041] For example, if the sum is smaller than a max-
imum value of an absolute value of the positional shift
amount hi (i= 1, 2, ..., M), only the effects smaller than
those of the positional shift amount for one of the M per-
manent magnets appear in the cogging torque. There-
fore, the effects of reducing the cogging torque are ob-
tained.
[0042] The description using the equation will be as
follows. Let the number of poles be M (M is an integer)
and the number of slots be N (N is an integer). Moreover,
let the M permanent magnets be sequentially numbered
with first to M-th in the circumferential direction. When
the circumferential positional shift amount from the cor-
responding one of the equiangularly arranged reference
positions, each corresponding to the center of each side
of the polygon, for the i-th (i=1, 2, ..., M) permanent mag-
net is hi (i=1, 2, ..., M) (including the sign), a complex
vector K is defined as being expressed by the following
Equation.
[0043]

[0044] In the equation, e is a base of a natural loga-
rithm, and j is an imaginary unit. If the complex vector K
is reduced, the order component whose order is equal
to the number of slots of the stator can be reduced among
the order components of the cogging torque. For exam-
ple, the complex vector K is set smaller than the maxi-
mum value of the absolute value of the positional shift
amount hi (i=1, 2, ..., M). Desirably, the complex vector
K is set to zero.
[0045] The positional shift amount of the permanent
magnet, which is equal to or small than about 10% of a
circumferential width of each permanent magnet, is ef-
fective. For example, in the case of the permanent mag-
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nets, each having a width of 10 mm, the effects of reduc-
ing the order component whose order is equal to the
number of slots of the stator 20 among the order com-
ponents of the cogging torque are obtained with a shift
of 1 mm. The positional shift amount of the permanent
magnet is not necessarily required to be large. Even with
an extremely small amount corresponding to about to 1%
of the circumferential width of each permanent magnet,
the effects of the present invention are demonstrated.
Further, because magnetic symmetry is scarcely im-
paired with the shift amount as small as about 0.1% to
1% of the circumferential width of each permanent mag-
net, the effects are also obtained in that motor charac-
teristics scarcely vary depending on a rotating direction
of the motor (whether the motor rotates in a forward di-
rection or a reverse direction) .
[0046] Moreover, although described in detail in a sec-
ond embodiment below, the cogging torque is increased
by shape deviations of the permanent magnets. With the
positional shift pattern of the permanent magnets de-
scribed in the first embodiment, however, the cogging
torque can be reduced without controlling the shape de-
viations of the permanent magnets.
[0047] FIGS. 9 are views respectively showing a cog-
ging torque waveform of an experimental motor having
ten poles and twelve slots and the result of analysis of a
frequency in the case where the effects of the shape de-
viations are the greatest when the directions of the posi-
tional shifts of all the permanent magnets are the same.
In this case, the motor is produced experimentally, sup-
posing the case where the effects of the shape deviations
of the permanent magnets are the greatest. Even in this
case, the cogging torque can be remarkably reduced in
comparison with the conventional example shown in
FIGS. 28. Hence, by the application of the first embodi-
ment, the effects of reducing the cogging torque even
without controlling the shape deviations of the permanent
magnets can be obtained.
[0048] By applying the first embodiment as described
above to, for example, an industrial servomotor, a motor
for a hoisting machine for an elevator, a motor for a ve-
hicle, and the like, which require a reduced cogging
torque, the effects of reducing the cogging torque can be
obtained. For FIGS. 23 and 24, the description is given
below.

Second Embodiment

[0049] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a second embodiment of the present
invention is described referring to FIGS. 10 to 15, 25, and
26. FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a first configuration of
the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.
[0050] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the rotor 10 of the per-
manent magnet type rotating electric machine according
to the second embodiment of the present invention in-

cludes the rotor core 11, the plurality of projecting por-
tions 12, and the plurality of permanent magnets 15 ar-
ranged on the periphery of the rotor core 11. Arrows in-
dicate a direction in which the shapes of the permanent
magnets 15 deviate.
[0051] Next, an operation of the permanent magnet
type rotating electric machine according to the second
embodiment is described referring to the drawings.
[0052] Although the positional shifts of the permanent
magnets have been described in the aforementioned first
embodiment, the cogging torque which is generated in
the case where the shapes deviate can also be discussed
by defining the complex vector in the same manner.
[0053] For the shape deviations due to a fabrication
error, the facts as illustrated in FIG. 11 are considered.
In the permanent magnet 15 having a half-barrel like lat-
eral surface (cross section) formed by straight lines and
a circular arc, a center of the circular arc deviates from
a horizontal center thereof, resulting in an asymmetrical
shape.
[0054] The complex vector has three characteristics
as follows with respect to a shape deviation amount.

(1) The complex vector is in proportion to the shape
deviation amount.
(2) The phase difference between the permanent
magnets is 2πN/M (rad).
(3) When the direction of the deviation becomes op-
posite, the phase is inverted.

Therefore, using those characteristics, a method of re-
ducing the cogging torque is considered.
[0055] When there is no shape deviation at all for all
the permanent magnets, all the complex vectors become
a zero vector. Therefore, it is apparent that the cogging
torque of the order component whose order is equal to
the number of slots is not generated. On the other hand,
when there is the shape deviation, the sum of the complex
vectors does not generally become zero and the cogging
torque of the order component whose order is equal to
the number of slots is generated, resulting in an increase
in the cogging torque. Depending on the shape deviation
pattern, however, the cogging torque of the order com-
ponent whose order is equal to the number of slots is
hardly generated or is not generated at all when the sum
of the complex vectors is extremely small or becomes
the zero vector.
[0056] For example, when the shape deviations of all
the permanent magnets 15 are made in the same direc-
tion as illustrated in FIG. 10, the complex vectors are as
illustrated in FIG. 4. FIG. 4 shows that the directions of
the complex vectors of the permanent magnets P1 and
P6 are the same. In addition, the directions of the complex
vectors are the same for each set of "the permanent mag-
nets P2 and P7", "the permanent magnets P3 and P8",
"the permanent magnets P4 and P9", and "the permanent
magnets P5 and P10". The total number of complex vec-
tors is ten, each of which is shifted by 72 degrees. The
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sum of the ten complex vectors becomes the zero vector.
Therefore, the order component whose order is equal to
the number of slots is not generated.
[0057] FIG. 12 is a view illustrating a second configu-
ration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating
electric machine according to the second embodiment
of the present invention. The same effects are obtained
even when the directions of the shape deviations of all
the permanent magnets 15 are opposite to the direction
of FIG. 10, as illustrated in FIG. 12.
[0058] FIG. 13 is a view illustrating a third configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the second embodiment of the
present invention. When the shape deviations of the
neighboring permanent magnets are made in the oppo-
site directions to each other as illustrated in FIG. 13, the
complex vectors are as shown in FIG. 7. The total number
of the complex vectors is ten, each of which is shifted by
36 degrees. The sum of the ten complex vectors be-
comes the zero vector. Therefore, the order component
whose order is equal to the number of slots is not gen-
erated.
[0059] A motor having ten poles and twelve slots, in
which the directions of the shape deviations of all the
permanent magnets 15 are the same, is experimentally
produced. When the cogging torque is measured, the
same results of measurement as the cogging torque
waveform and the result of analysis of the frequency
shown in FIGS. 8 are obtained. In comparison with the
conventional example shown in FIGS. 28, the amplitude
of the cogging torque is remarkably reduced. Confirming
the reduction in the order components, the order com-
ponent whose order is equal to the number of slots, that
is, the twelfth order component is remarkably reduced.
[0060] Further, when the directions of the shape devi-
ations of all the permanent magnets 15 are the same or
the directions of the shape deviations of the neighboring
permanent magnets 15 are opposite to each other, con-
trol is easy in comparison with the case where each of
the permanent magnets 15 vary in a different directions
and, in addition, the sum of the complex vectors becomes
zero.
[0061] As described above, in the permanent magnet
type rotating electric machine including the rotor 10 in-
cluding the rotor core 11 and the plurality of permanent
magnets 15, and the stator 20 including the stator core
21 and the armature windings 25, if the permanent mag-
nets 15 have a configuration in which the directions of
the shape deviations are the same at the magnetic poles
of all the permanent magnets 15, the effects of the shape
deviations (symmetry) of the magnets cancel each other.
Therefore, the effects of reducing the order component
whose order is equal to the number of slots of the stator
20 among the order components of the cogging torque
are obtained. Moreover, because the cogging torque can
be reduced without controlling the shape deviations of
the permanent magnets 15, the productivity can be im-
proved. Further, because all the shapes of the permanent

magnets 15 deviate in the same direction, the effects of
improving the productivity are also obtained.
[0062] Moreover, with the configuration in which the
directions of the shape deviations of the permanent mag-
nets 15 are opposite to each other at the magnetic poles
of the neighboring permanent magnets 15, the effects of
the shape deviations (symmetry) of the magnets cancel
each other. Therefore, the effects of reducing the order
component whose order is equal to the number of slots
of the stator 20 among the order components of the cog-
ging torque are obtained. Moreover, because the cogging
torque can be reduced without controlling the shape de-
viations of the permanent magnets 15, the productivity
can be improved. Further, the shapes of the neighboring
permanent magnets 15 deviate in the directions opposite
to each other, and hence the effects of improving the
productivity are also obtained.
[0063] Further, for generalization, the description is
given using an equation. Let the number of poles be M
(M is an integer) and the number of slots be N (N is an
integer). Moreover, let the M permanent magnets be se-
quentially numbered with first to M-th in the circumferen-
tial direction. When the shape deviation amount for the
i-th (i=1, 2, ..., M) permanent magnet is ci (i=1, 2, ..., M)
(including the sign), M complex vectors can be defined.
[0064] A phase angle between the complex vectors for
the i-th permanent magnet is 2πN(i-1)/M (rad). Then, M
complex vectors in total, which are obtained by multiply-
ing unit vectors which have the direction indicated by the
phase angle by the shift amount ci, become the complex
vectors for the i-th permanent magnet. When the sum of
the complex vectors is small, the order component whose
order is equal to the number of slots of the stator can be
reduced among the order components of the cogging
torque.
[0065] For example, if the sum is smaller than a max-
imum value of an absolute value of the shape deviation
amount ci (i=1, 2, ..., M), only the effects smaller than
those of the shape deviation amount for one of the M
permanent magnets appear in the cogging torque.
Therefore, the effects of reducing the cogging torque are
obtained.
[0066] The description using the equation is as follows.
Let the number of poles be M (M is an integer) and the
number of slots be N (N is an integer). Moreover, let the
M permanent magnets be sequentially numbered with
first to M-th in the circumferential direction. When the
shape deviation amount for the i-th (i=1, 2, ..., M) perma-
nent magnet is ci (i=1, 2, ..., M) (including the sign), a
complex vector K is defined as being expressed by the
following Equation.
[0067]
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[0068] In the equation, e is a base of a natural loga-
rithm, and j is an imaginary unit. If the complex vector K
is reduced, the order component whose order is equal
to the number of slots of the stator can be reduced among
the order components of the cogging torque. For exam-
ple, the complex vector K is set smaller than the maxi-
mum value of the absolute value of the shape deviation
amount co (i=1, 2, ..., M). Desirably, the complex vector
K is set to zero.
[0069] The shape deviation amount of the permanent
magnet, which is equal to or small than about 10% of a
circumferential width of each permanent magnet, is ef-
fective. For example, in the case of the permanent mag-
nets, each having a width of 10 mm, the effects of reduc-
ing the order component whose order is equal to the
number of slots of the stator 20 among the order com-
ponents of the cogging torque are obtained with a devi-
ation of 1 mm. The shape deviation amount of the per-
manent magnet is not necessarily required to be large.
Even with an extremely small amount corresponding to
about 0.1% to 1% of the circumferential width of each
permanent magnet, the effects of the present invention
are demonstrated. Further, because magnetic symmetry
is scarcely impaired with the shift amount as small as
about 0.1% to 1% of the circumferential width of each
permanent magnet, the effects are also obtained in that
motor characteristics scarcely vary depending on a ro-
tating direction of the motor (whether the motor rotates
in a forward direction or a reverse direction).
[0070] FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a fourth configura-
tion of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating
electric machine according to the second embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 14 shows that the positional
shifts and the shape deviations of the permanent mag-
nets 15 are both made in the same direction. Because
the effects of the positional shifts and the effects of the
shape deviations cancel each other in such a case, the
order component of the cogging torque, whose order is
equal to the number of slots, can be remarkably reduced.
[0071] FIG. 15 is a view illustrating a fifth configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the second embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 15 shows that the positional shifts
and the shape deviations of the permanent magnets 15
are both made in the directions opposite to each other
for the neighboring permanent magnets 15. Because the
effects of the positional shifts and the effects of the shape
deviations also cancel each other even in this case, the

effects of remarkably reducing the order component of
the cogging torque, whose order is equal to the number
of slots, are obtained. For FIGS. 25 and 26, the descrip-
tion is given below.

Third Embodiment

[0072] The permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to a third embodiment of the present
invention is described referring to FIG. 16. FIG. 16 is a
view illustrating the rotor of the permanent magnet type
rotating electric machine according to the third embodi-
ment of the present invention in an enlarged manner.
[0073] FIG. 16 illustrates some of the permanent mag-
nets 15 and a part of the rotor core 11 in an enlarged
manner. The permanent magnets 15 are arranged so as
to be shifted to one side in the counterclockwise direction.
The same number of projecting portions 12 as that of the
permanent magnets 15 are equiangularly provided on
the outer periphery of the rotor core 11 between the
neighboring permanent magnets 15. The projecting por-
tions 12 as described above are provided, and the per-
manent magnets 15 are shifted in the circumferential di-
rection until the permanent magnets 15 abut against the
projecting portions 12. As a result, the positioning can be
performed. Thus, the positional shift pattern of the per-
manent magnets 15 as described in the first embodiment
can be easily realized. As a result, the effects of reducing
the order component whose order is equal to the number
of slots of the stator 20 among the order components of
the cogging torque are obtained.

Fourth Embodiment

[0074] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a fourth embodiment of the present
invention is described referring to FIG. 17. FIG. 17 is a
perspective view illustrating the rotor core of the perma-
nent magnet type rotating electric machine according to
the fourth embodiment of the present invention.
[0075] FIG. 17 described above illustrates an example
where the rotor core 11 is a laminate core. FIG. 17 is a
view of the laminate core as viewed from an angle, in
which the illustration of the permanent magnets is omit-
ted. The laminate core is formed by laminating, for ex-
ample, plate-like materials such as electromagnetic steel
plates. The laminate core is effective in that the projecting
portions 12 can be easily realized by punching out the
electromagnetic steel plates with a die. When the direc-
tions of the positional shifts of the permanent magnets
are made to be all the same, specifically, when the per-
manent magnets are arranged so as to be shifted to one
side in the case where the rotor core 11 is formed of a
massive core such as a shaft (rotting shaft), the perma-
nent magnet and the shaft are short-circuited in a portion
(each of the projecting portions), against which each of
the permanent magnets is shifted to one side to abut, to
form an electric circuit. Because an eddy current islikelyto

15 16 



EP 2 211 442 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

f low through the electric circuit, heat generated by an
eddy current loss is large. Therefore, there is a fear of
lowered efficiency, occurrence of heat demagnetization,
or the like. On the other hand, when the rotor core is
formed of the laminate core, the eddy current loss is small
because a contact resistance between the laminate core
and the permanent magnets is large. Therefore, the re-
duction in the cogging torque and enhanced efficiency
can be achieved at the same time. In addition, the effect
of preventing the heat demagnetization are obtained.

Fifth Embodiment

[0076] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a fifth embodiment of the present in-
vention is described referring to FIGS. 18 and 19. FIG.
18 is a view illustrating a first configuration of the perma-
nent magnet type rotating electric machine according to
the fifth embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 19 is
a view illustrating a second configuration of the perma-
nent magnet type rotating electric machine according to
the fifth embodiment of the present invention.
[0077] FIG. 18 illustrates the permanent magnet type
motor having "10" poles and "12" slots. As an indication
of the degree of the cogging torque, a least common mul-
tiple of the number of poles and the number of slots is
known. As the least common multiple becomes larger,
the cogging torque is regarded as becoming smaller. For
the motor illustrated in FIG. 18, the least common multiple
is "60".
[0078] For example, if the number of slots is similarly
"12" and the number of poles is different, that is, "8", the
least common multiple is "24". Therefore, in this case, it
is understood that the cogging torque tends to be smaller
for the motor having ten poles and twelve slots, which
has the same number of slots but the larger least common
multiple. However, this result is obtained supposing a
state where there is no variation in position or shape be-
tween the permanent magnets 15. Therefore, for actual
mass production of the motors, it is necessary to take
variations in position or shape between the permanent
magnets 15 into consideration. The motor having the
larger least common multiple of the number of poles and
the number of slots is more prone to the effects of such
variations.
[0079] Accordingly, as indicated by directions of ar-
rows shown in FIG. 18, the configuration is such that the
positions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the
shapes thereof deviate in the same direction. As a result,
the effects of reducing the order component whose order
is equal to the number of slots of the stator 20 among
the order components of the cogging torque are obtained.
[0080] Although not shown, it is apparent that the same
effects are obtained even when the positions of the neigh-
boring permanent magnets 15 shift or the shapes thereof
deviate in the directions opposite to each other. Moreo-
ver, the same effects are obtained with the positional
patterns of the magnets as described above in the first

to fourth embodiments.
[0081] FIG. 19 illustrates the permanent magnet type
motor having "14" poles and "12" slots. As an indication
of the degree of the cogging torque, a least common mul-
tiple of the number of poles and the number of slots is
known. As the least common multiple becomes larger,
the cogging torque is regarded as becoming smaller. For
the motor illustrated in FIG. 19, the least common multiple
is "84".
[0082] For example, if the number of slots is similarly
"12" and the number of poles is different, that is, "8", the
least common multiple is "24". Therefore, in this case, it
is understood that the cogging torque tends to be smaller
for the motor having fourteen poles and twelve slots,
which has the same number of slots but the larger least
common multiple. However, this result is obtained sup-
posing a state where there is no variation in position or
shape between the permanent magnets 15. Therefore,
for actual mass production of the motors, it is necessary
to take variations in position or shape between the per-
manent magnets 15 into consideration. The motor having
the larger least common multiple of the number of poles
and the number of slots is more prone to the effects of
such variations.
[0083] Accordingly, as indicated by directions of ar-
rows shown in FIG. 19, the configuration is such that the
positions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the
shapes thereof deviate in the same direction. As a result,
the effects of reducing the order component whose order
is equal to the number of slots of the stator 20 among
the order components of the cogging torque are obtained.
[0084] Although not shown, it is apparent that the same
effects are obtained even when the positions of the neigh-
boring permanent magnets 15 shift or the shapes thereof
deviate in the directions opposite to each other. Moreo-
ver, the same effects are obtained with the positional
patterns of the magnets as described above in the first
to fourth embodiments.
[0085] In general, when the number of poles M and
the number of slots N are respectively expressed by
M=12n�2n and N=12n (n is an integer equal to or larger
than 1), the least common multiple is larger than that in
the case of M=2n and N=3n or the case of M=4n and
N=3n (n is an integer equal to or larger than 1), which
are often conventionally used, if any one of the number
of poles M or the number of slots N is the same. There-
fore, by the effects of the variations between the perma-
nent magnets, the clogging torque tends to be increased.
[0086] However, the configuration, in which the posi-
tions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the shapes
thereof deviate in the same direction, is used in the fifth
embodiment. As a result, the effects of reducing the order
component whose order is equal to the number of slots
of the stator 20 among the order components of the cog-
ging torque are obtained. Moreover, although not shown,
it is apparent that the same effects are obtained even
when the positions of the neighboring permanent mag-
nets 15 shift and the shapes thereof deviate in the direc-
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tions opposite to each other. Further, the same effects
are obtained with the positional patterns of the magnets
as described above in the first to fourth embodiments.

Sixth Embodiment

[0087] A permanent magnet type rotating electric ma-
chine according to a sixth embodiment of the present
invention is described referring to FIGS. 20 and 21. FIG.
20 is a view illustrating a first configuration of the perma-
nent magnet type rotating electric machine according to
the sixth embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 21
is a view illustrating a second configuration of the per-
manent magnet type rotating electric machine according
to the sixth embodiment of the present invention.
[0088] FIG. 20 illustrates the permanent magnet type
motor having "8" poles and "9" slots. As an indication of
the degree of the cogging torque, a least common mul-
tiple of the number of poles and the number of slots is
known. As the least common multiple becomes larger,
the cogging torque is regarded as becoming smaller. For
the motor illustrated in FIG. 20, the least common multiple
is "72".
[0089] For example, if the number of slots is similarly
"12" and the number of poles is different, that is, "8", the
least common multiple is "24". Therefore, in this case, it
is understood that the cogging torque tends to be smaller
for the motor having eight poles and nine slots, which
has the same number of slots but the larger least common
multiple. However, this result is obtained supposing a
state where there is no variation in position or shape be-
tween the permanent magnets 15. Therefore, for actual
mass production of the motors, it is necessary to take
variations in position or shape between the permanent
magnets 15 into consideration. The motor having the
larger least common multiple of the number of poles and
the number of slots is more prone to the effects of such
variations.
[0090] Accordingly, as indicated by directions of ar-
rows shown in FIG. 20, the configuration is such that the
positions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the
shapes thereof deviate in the same direction. As a result,
the effects of reducing the order component whose order
is equal to the number of slots of the stator 20 among
the order components of the cogging torque are obtained.
[0091] Although not shown, it is apparent that the same
effects are obtained even when the positions of the neigh-
boring permanent magnets 15 shift or the shapes thereof
deviate in the directions opposite to each other. Moreo-
ver, the same effects are obtained with the positional
patterns of the magnets as described above in the first
to fourth embodiments.
[0092] FIG. 21 illustrates the permanent magnet type
motor having "10" poles and "9" slots. As an indication
of the degree of the cogging torque, a least common mul-
tiple of the number of poles and the number of slots is
known. As the least common multiple becomes larger,
the cogging torque is regarded as becoming smaller. For

the motor illustrated in FIG. 21, the least common multiple
is "90".
[0093] For example, if the number of slots is similarly
"12" and the number of poles is different, that is, "8", the
least common multiple is "24". Therefore, in this case, it
is understood that the cogging torque tends to be smaller
for the motor having ten poles and nine slots, which has
the same number of slots but the larger least common
multiple. However, this result is obtained supposing a
state where there is no variation in position or shape be-
tween the permanent magnets 15. Therefore, for actual
mass production of the motors, it is necessary to take
variations in position or shape between the permanent
magnets 15 into consideration. The motor having the
larger least common multiple of the number of poles and
the number of slots is more prone to the effects of such
variations.
[0094] Accordingly, as indicated by directions of ar-
rows shown in FIG. 21, the configuration is such that the
positions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the
shapes thereof deviate in the same direction. As a result,
the effects of reducing the order component whose order
is equal to the number of slots of the stator 20 among
the order components of the cogging torque are obtained.
[0095] Although not shown, it is apparent that the same
effects are obtained even when the positions of the neigh-
boring permanent magnets 15 shift or the shapes thereof
deviate in the directions opposite to each other. Moreo-
ver, the same effects are obtained with the positional
patterns of the magnets as described above in the first
to fourth embodiments.
[0096] In general, when the number of poles M and
the number of slots N are respectively expressed by
M=9n�9n and N=9n (n is an integer equal to or larger
than 1), the least common multiple is larger than that in
the case of M=2n and N=3n or the case of M=4n and
N=3n (n is an integer equal to or larger than 1), which
are often conventionally used, if any one of the number
of poles M or the number of slots N is the same. There-
fore, by the effects of the variations between the perma-
nent magnets 15, the cogging torque tends to be in-
creased.
[0097] However, the configuration, in which the posi-
tions of the permanent magnets 15 shift and the shapes
thereof deviate in the same direction, is used in the sixth
embodiment. As a result, the effects of reducing the order
component whose order is equal to the number of slots
of the stator 20 among the order components of the cog-
ging torque are obtained. Moreover, although not shown,
it is apparent that the same effects are obtained even
when the positions of the neighboring permanent mag-
nets 15 shift and the shapes thereof deviate in the direc-
tions opposite to each other.

Seventh Embodiment

[0098] An example of application of a permanent mag-
net type rotating electric machine according to a seventh
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embodiment of the present invention is described refer-
ring to FIG. 22. FIG. 22 is a view illustrating a schematic
configuration of an electric power steering device.
[0099] In FIG. 22, the electric power steering device
includes a column shaft 31 which is coupled to a steering
wheel 30 to receive a steering force of the steering wheel
30. Further, a worm gear 32 (the details thereof are omit-
ted in the drawing, and only a gearbox is illustrated) is
connected to the column shaft 31. In this manner, the
steering force is transmitted to the worm gear 32. The
worm gear 32 transmits an output (toque and rpm) of a
motor 34 driven by a controller 33 while changing a di-
rection of rotation by 90 degrees and decelerating the
rotation, thereby adding an assist torque of the motor 34
to the steering force.
[0100] The steering force is transmitted through a han-
dle joint 35 connected to the worm gear 32, while the
direction thereof is changed. A steering gear 36 (the de-
tails thereof are omitted in the drawing, and only a gear-
box is illustrated) decelerates the rotation of the handle
joint 35 and converts the rotation into a linear motion of
a rack 37, thereby obtaining a required displacement. By
the linear motion of the rack 37, wheels are moved to
allow a vehicle to change in direction or the like.
[0101] In the electric power steering device as de-
scribed above, the clogging torque generated by the mo-
tor 34 is transmitted to the steering wheel 30 through an
intermediation of the worm gear 32 and the column shaft
31. Therefore, when the motor 34 generates the large
cogging torque, smooth steering feel cannot be obtained.
[0102] Therefore, the electric power steering device
including anyone of the motors described above in the
first to sixth embodiments and a controller 33 for control-
ling a current caused to flow through the windings of the
motor, the controller 33 being for controlling the torque
(assist torque) output from the motor, is provided. As a
result, the smooth steering feel can be ensured. Further,
the effects of improving the productivity are obtained.
[0103] The example where the projecting portions 12
are provided to the rotor core 11 has been described in
the aforementioned embodiments, however, the present
invention is not realized only for the rotor core with the
projecting portions 12. Even when the projecting portions
12 are not provided as illustrated in FIGS. 23, 24, 25, and
26, it is apparent that the same effects are demonstrated.
FIG. 23 is a view illustrating an example where the pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the first configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 24 is a view illustrating an example where
the projecting portions are not provided in the third con-
figuration of the rotor of the permanent magnet type ro-
tating electric machine according to the first embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 25 is a view illustrating an
example where the projecting portions are not provided
in the first configuration of the rotor of the permanent
magnet type rotating electric machine according to the
second embodiment of the present invention. Further,

FIG. 26 is a view illustrating an example where the pro-
jecting portions are not provided in the third configuration
of the rotor of the permanent magnet type rotating electric
machine according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

Claims

1. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine,
comprising:

a rotor including a rotor core and a plurality of
permanent magnets; and
a stator including a stator core and armature
windings, wherein, when a number of poles is
M (M is an integer), a number of slots is N (N is
an integer), M permanent magnets are sequen-
tially numbered from first to M-th in a circumfer-
ential direction, and a positional shift amount in
the circumferential direction from a correspond-
ing one of equiangularly arranged reference po-
sitions, each being at the same radial distance
from a center of a rotating shaft, for an i-th (i=1,
2, ..., M) permanent magnet is hi (i=1, 2, ..., M)
(including a sign), M unit vectors in total, each
being in an angular direction of 2nN(i-1)/M (rad),
are defined, and a sum of M vectors obtained
by multiplying the unit vectors respectively by
the positional shift amount hi is smaller than a
maximum value of an absolute value of the po-
sitional shift amount hi.

2. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to claim 1, where in the positional shifts
of the plurality of permanent magnets in the circum-
ferential direction from the equiangularly arranged
reference positions, each being at the same radial
distance from the center of the rotating shaft, are
made in directions opposite to each other for the
neighboring permanent magnets.

3. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according
to claim 1, wherein a complex vector K, which is de-
fined by 
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where e is a base of a natural logarithm, and j is an
imaginary unit,
is smaller than the maximum value of the absolute
value of the positional shift amount hi or is zero.

4. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine,
comprising:

a rotor including a rotor core and a plurality of
permanent magnets; and
a stator including a stator core and armature
windings, wherein, when a number of poles is
M (M is an integer), a number of slots is N (N is
an integer), M permanent magnets are sequen-
tially numbered from first to M-th in a circumfer-
ential direction, and a shape deviation amount
in the circumferential direction for an i-th (i=1,
2, ..., M) permanent magnet is ci (i=1, 2, ..., M)
(including a sign), M unit vectors in total, each
being in an angular direction of 2πN(i-1)/M (rad),
are defined, and a sum of M vectors obtained
by multiplying the unit vectors respectively by
the shape deviation amount ci is smaller than a
maximum value of an absolute value of the
shape deviation amount ci.

5. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to claim 4, wherein the shape deviations
of the plurality of permanent magnets in the circum-
ferential direction are made in the same direction for
all the plurality of permanent magnets.

6. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to claim 4, wherein the shape deviations
of the plurality of permanent magnets in the circum-
ferential direction are made in directions opposite to
each other for the neighboring permanent magnets.

7. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according
to claim 4, wherein a complex vector K, which is de-
fined by 

where e is a base of a natural logarithm, and j is an
imaginary unit,
is smaller than the maximum value of the absolute
value of the shape deviation amount Ci or is zero.

8. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine,
comprising:

a rotor including a rotor core having a polygonal
shape and a plurality of permanent magnets;
and
a stator including a stator core and armature
windings,
wherein all the plurality of permanent magnets
have circumferential positional shifts of the plu-
rality of permanent magnets from reference po-
sitions, each being a center of each side of the
polygonal shape, in the same direction.

9. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to any one of claims 1, 4, and 8, wherein:

the rotor core includes the same number of pro-
jecting portions as that of the plurality of perma-
nent magnets, the projecting portions being
equiangularly provided on an outer periphery of
the rotor core; and
the plurality of permanent magnets are posi-
tioned so as to abut against the projecting por-
tions, respectively.

10. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to any one of claims 1, 4, and 8, wherein
the rotor core is formed by laminating electromag-
netic steel plates.

11. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to any one of claims 1, 4, and 8, wherein:

the number M of poles is 12n�2n (n is an integer
equal to or larger than 1); and
the number N of slots is 12n.

12. A permanent magnet type rotating electric machine
according to any one of claims 1, 4, and 8, wherein:

the number M of poles is 9n�n (n is an integer
equal to or larger than 1); and
the number N of slots is 9n.

13. An electric power steering device, comprising the
permanent magnet type rotating electric machine ac-
cording to any one of claims 1, 4, and 8 as a motor
for adding an assist torque to a steering force of a
steering wheel.
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