
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

21
1 

18
7

A
1

��&����������
(11) EP 2 211 187 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
28.07.2010 Bulletin 2010/30

(21) Application number: 09000438.3

(22) Date of filing: 14.01.2009

(51) Int Cl.:
G01Q 10/06 (2010.01) G11B 5/55 (2006.01)

H02N 11/00 (2006.01) G01D 3/036 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA RS

(71) Applicants:  
• Mitutoyo Corporation

Kawasaki-shi,
Kanagawa 213-8533 (JP)

• Bundesrepublik Deutschland 
endvertreten durch den Präsidenten der 
Physikalisch-Technischen Bundesanstalt
38116 Braunschweig (DE)

(72) Inventors:  
• Danzebrink, Hans-Ulrich, Dr.

38124 Braunschweig (DE)
• Hidaka, Kazuhiko

5684 PJ Best (NL)
• Illers, Hartmut

38729 Hahausen (DE)
• Saito, Akinori

Tsukuba-shi
Ibaraki-ken 305-0854 (JP)

(74) Representative: Grünecker, Kinkeldey, 
Stockmair & Schwanhäusser 
Anwaltssozietät
Leopoldstrasse 4
80802 München (DE)

(54) Method of actuating a system, apparatus for modifying a control signal for actuation of a 
system and method of tuning such an apparatus

(57) A method of actuating a system comprising a
movable component and an actuator configured to move
the movable component comprises providing a control
signal representative of a desired motion of the movable
component. The control signal is supplied to one or more
resonators. Each of the one or more resonators has a
mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic

mode of oscillation of the system. The control signal is
modified by subtracting from the control signal a signal
representative of a response of the one or more resona-
tors to the control signal. The actuator is operated in ac-
cordance with the modified control signal. Thus, unde-
sirable elastic oscillations of the system which might oc-
cur if the system were operated with the original control
system can be reduced.
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Description

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a method of actuating a system comprising a movable component
and an actuator configured to move the movable component, an apparatus for modifying a control signal for actuation
of a system comprising a movable component and an actuator configured to move the movable component, and to a
method of adjusting such an apparatus.
[0002] In modern technology, components having dimensions of the order of magnitude of micrometers or less are
employed. Examples of such components include components of micro-electro-mechanical systems (MEMS) and mag-
netic read/write heads for hard disks. The quality of such components can be influenced by the level of roughness of
the surface of the components on length-scales on the order of magnitude of nanometers. In order to assess the quality
of the components, it is desirable to perform measurements both on length scales of micrometers and on length scales
of nanometers.
[0003] Scanning probe microscopy techniques such as atomic force microscopy, scanning tunneling microscopy and
optical near field microscopy are able to resolve details having dimensions of the order of magnitude of nanometers. In
response to the availability of increasingly robust systems, their industrial application is becoming widespread. The field
of view accessible by means of techniques of scanning microscopy, however, is limited by the relatively slow scan speed
of scanning microscopes according to the state of the art.
[0004] Optical far-field microscopy, on the other hand, allows fast measurements over a relatively large field of view
of up to an order of magnitude of millimeters. The resolution of optical far-field microscopy, however, is limited by
diffraction. Therefore, features smaller than the wavelength of light can not be resolved by optical far-field microscopy.
Therefore, it has been proposed to combine an optical microscope and a scanning microscope into a single instrument.
[0005] EP 1653478 A2 discloses an instrument according to the state of the art which will be described with reference
to Fig. 1 in the following. The instrument 100 comprises a surface texture measuring probe 160 which is provided between
an objective lens 111 of an optical observation unit 110 and a workpiece 101 which is to be investigated by the instrument
100.
[0006] In addition to the objective lens 111, the optical observation unit 110 includes a half-mirror 112 arranged on
an optical path L1 of the objective lens 111, a camera 113 arranged on the optical path L1 of the objective lens 111 to
image light reflected from the workpiece 101 and transmitted through the half-mirror 112 and a light source 114 arranged
on an optical axis L2 orthogonal to the optical axis L1 of the objective lens 111 to irradiate the workpiece 101 via the
half-mirror 112 and the objective lens 111. The optical observation unit 110 allows an investigation of the workpiece 101
by means of optical far-field microscopy.
[0007] The instrument 100 further comprises a near-field measuring unit 130 including an actuator 132 that displaces
a holder 131 holding the measuring probe 160 along the optical axis L1, the surface texture measuring probe being
arranged integrally with the holder 131 and fixed near the objective lens 111, a half-mirror 134 arranged on the optical
axis L1 of the objective lens 111, a laser source 135 arranged on an optical axis L4 orthogonal to the optical axis L1 of
the objective lens 111, a half-mirror 136 arranged on the optical axis L1 of the objective lens 111, a mirror 137 arranged
on an optical axis L41 orthogonal to the optical axis L4 to reflect the reflected light from the half-mirror 136, a photon
detector 138 that receives reflected light from the mirror 137 and a demodulator that demodulates the output signal from
the photon detector 138. Additionally, the instrument 100 comprises a drive controller 140 that controls the operation of
a relative movement unit 103 to move the workpiece 101 provided on a table 102 such that the surface texture measuring
probe 160 is moved along the surface of the workpiece 101.
[0008] In the operation of the optical near-field measuring unit 130, light from the laser source 135 is supplied to the
measuring probe 160 by the half-mirrors 134, 136 and forms an optical near-field in the vicinity of a measuring tip provided
in the measuring probe 160. Light from a measuring tip of the measuring probe 160 is directed to the photon detector
138 by the half-mirrors 134, 136 and the mirror 137. The measuring probe 160 is vibrated such that the distance between
the measuring tip and the workpiece 101 is varied in a periodic manner. Since the optical near-field interacts with the
workpiece 101 and the interaction between the optical near-field and the workpiece 101 can depend on the distance
between the measuring tip and the surface of the workpiece, the intensity of light from the measuring tip received by the
photon detector 138 can vary in a periodic manner as the measuring probe 1600 is vibrated.
[0009] An output signal from the photon detector 138 is demodulated by the demodulator 139 and input to the drive
controller 140. The drive controller 140 controls the operation of the relative movement unit 103 to move the workpiece
101 such that the surface measuring probe 160 is moved along the surface of the workpiece 101, and drives the actuator
132 such that the output of the demodulator 139 becomes constant. Thus, when the movement position along the surface
of the workpiece 101 and the amount of motion of the measuring probe 160 caused by the actuator 132 are obtained,
the surface texture of the workpiece 101 can be measured.
[0010] A problem of the measuring instrument 100 is that if the actuator 132 is operated to move the measuring probe
160 towards the workpiece 101 or away from the workpiece 101, elastic oscillations of the measuring probe 160 in a
direction parallel to the optical axis L1 can be excited. Such elastic oscillations can adversely affect a precision of
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measurements performed by means of the optical near field measuring unit, and may delay a positioning of the measuring
probe 160 in the vicinity of the workpiece 101.
[0011] Similar problems may occur in other systems wherein a movable component is to be moved in a desired manner
by operating an actuator adapted to move the movable component.
[0012] It is an object of the present invention to provide a method of actuating a system comprising a movable com-
ponent and an actuator configured to move the movable component wherein elastic oscillations of the system in response
to the operation of the actuator can be reduced.
[0013] It is a further object of the present invention to provide an apparatus for modifying a control signal for actuation
of a system comprising a movable component and an actuator configured to move the movable component that allows
to reduce elastic oscillations of the system in response to the operation of the actuator, and a method of tuning such an
apparatus.
[0014] A method according to the present invention of actuating a system comprising a movable component and an
actuator configured to move the movable component comprises providing a control signal representative of a desired
motion of the movable component. The control signal is supplied to one or more resonators. Each of the one or more
resonators has a mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of the system. The control
signal is modified by subtracting from the control signal one or more signals representative of a response of the one or
more resonators to the control signal. The actuator is operated in accordance with the modified control signal.
[0015] The one or more resonators can provide a model of the response of the system to an excitation of elastic
oscillations of the system by operation of the actuator. By supplying the control signal to the one or more resonators, a
response of the system that would be obtained if the control signal were supplied to the actuator without modification
can be modeled. By subtracting the modeled response of the system from the control signal, a modified control signal
that is adapted to excite elastic oscillations of the system to a less extent than the unmodified control signal can be
obtained, since portions of the control signal that would excite elastic modes of oscillations of the system can be reduced
or substantially removed. By operating the actuator in accordance with the modified control signal, an excitation of the
elastic modes of oscillation of the system and, hence, elastic oscillations of the system in response to the operation of
the actuator can be reduced.
[0016] In some embodiments, the method further comprises adjusting at least one of an amplitude and a phase of an
output signal of each of the resonators to create an adjusted output signal of each of the resonators. The adjusted output
signals are subtracted from the control signal to create the modified control signal.
[0017] By adjusting the amplitude and/or the phase of the output signals of the resonators, the amplitude and/or phase
of the output signal of the resonator can be adapted such that the amplitude and phase of the output signal of the
resonator correspond at least approximately to the amplitude and phase of the oscillation of the system that would be
obtained if the unmodified control signal were supplied to the actuator. Thus, the modified control signal supplied to the
actuator can be approximately inverse to the elastic oscillations of the system that would be obtained if the unmodified
control signal were supplied to the actuator. Thus, a more efficient reduction of an excitation of elastic modes of oscillation
of the system and, hence, a more efficient reduction of elastic oscillations of the system, can be obtained.
[0018] In some embodiments, at least one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance frequency
equal to a resonance frequency of a respective one of the elastic modes of oscillation. In some of these embodiments,
at least one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a Q-factor equal to a Q-factor of a respective one of the
elastic modes of oscillation.
[0019] By providing one or more resonators, each of which is tuned to have a frequency and/or Q-factor corresponding
to that of an elastic mode of oscillation of the system, modes of oscillation of the system which can contribute to the
elastic oscillation of the system to a relatively large extent can be modeled, or, in case an individual resonator is provided
for each mode of oscillation of the system, all modes of oscillation of the system can be modeled. Thus, a relatively
precise modeling of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system can be obtained.
[0020] In some embodiments, at least one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance frequency
within a frequency band comprising two or more of the elastic modes of oscillation and to have a bandwidth equal to or
greater than a width of the frequency band.
[0021] Thus, a contribution of two or more elastic modes of oscillation of the system to the elastic oscillation that would
be obtained if the actuator were operated in accordance with the unmodified control signal can be taken into account,
at least approximately, by a single resonator. Thus, the number of resonators required to model the elastic response of
the system can be reduced. This can help to reduce the complexity of an electric circuit providing the resonators, in
particular, if the resonators are provided by analog resonator circuits. Moreover, reducing number of resonators can
help to reduce the number of parameters of the system that need to be adjusted for modeling the system. Thus, the
tuning of the resonators as well as the adjustment of amplitude and phase of the output signals of the resonators can
be simplified.
[0022] In some embodiments, the method further comprises measuring at least one of a frequency and a Q-factor of
one or more elastic modes of oscillation of the system. The measured frequencies and/or Q-factor of the one or more
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elastic modes of oscillation of the system can help to tune the one or more resonators such that they are representative
of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system. The tuning of the one or more resonators will be described in more
detail below.
[0023] In some embodiments, operating the actuator in accordance with the modified control signal can comprise low-
pass filtering the modified control signal. Thus, high frequency components of the modified control signal can be reduced.
This may help to further reduce elastic oscillations of the system, in particular in embodiments wherein the system
comprises a plurality of elastic modes of oscillation having a relatively high resonance frequency.
[0024] An apparatus for modifying a control signal for actuation of a system comprising a movable component and
an actuator for moving the movable component according to the present invention comprises one or more resonators,
an input section, a subtractor, and an output section. Each of the one or more resonators is tunable to have a mode of
oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of the system. The input section is adapted to receive
the control signal and to supply the control signal to the one or more resonators. The subtractor is adapted to create a
modified control signal by subtracting from the control signal a signal representative of a response of the one or more
resonators to the control signal. The output section is adapted to output the modified control signal.
[0025] The one or more resonators of the apparatus allow to model the elastic oscillations of the system that would
be obtained if the actuator of the system were operated in accordance with the unmodified control signal. By supplying
the control signals to the resonators, and by subtracting from the control signal a signal representative of the response
of the one or more resonators to the control signal, which can be done by means of the input section and the subtractor,
a modified control signal can be created that is adapted to excite elastic oscillations of the system to a less extent than
the original control signal. The output section of the apparatus can be connected to electronic devices such as, for
example, an amplifier, for operating the actuator of the system in accordance with the modified control signal.
[0026] In some embodiments, each of the one or more resonators comprises an analog resonator circuit.
[0027] Analog resonator circuits can be implemented by means of circuit elements such as capacitors, resistors,
operational amplifiers and/or coils that can be provided at relatively low cost, and can be tuned by means of relatively
cheap tunable elements such as variable resistors, variable capacitors and/or variable inductivities. Thus, a low-cost
solution for reducing elastic oscillations of the system can be provided.
[0028] In some embodiments, each of the one or more resonators comprises a virtual resonator provided by a digital
filter circuit.
[0029] A digital filter circuit can allow to provide a relatively large number of virtual resonators by appropriate program-
ming of the digital filter circuit. Hence, digital filter circuits can be particularly advantageous if the system comprises a
relatively large number of elastic modes of oscillation in a frequency range wherein the control signal has significant
frequency components, and if it is desired to model each of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system by means of
an individual resonator. Moreover, the operation of digital filter circuits can be affected to a lower extent by effects such
as a thermal drifting of properties of circuit elements, which can affect the precision of analog circuits, or can be sub-
stantially unaffected by such effects.
[0030] In some embodiments, the apparatus further comprises a regulating section. The regulating section is adapted
to receive an output signal from each of the one or more resonators, to adjust at least one of an amplitude and a phase
of the output signal and to supply the adjusted output signals to the subtractor.
[0031] By means of the regulating section, amplitude and/or phase of the output signals from each of the one or more
resonators can be adjusted such that they at least approximately correspond to the amplitude and/or phase of the
oscillation of the system in the elastic mode of oscillation represented by the respective resonator. Thus, the modified
control signal supplied to the actuator can be at least approximately inverse to the elastic oscillations of the system that
would be obtained if the unmodified control signal were supplied to actuator, which can help to obtain a particularly
efficient reduction of an excitation of elastic oscillations of the system when the actuator is operated in accordance with
the modified control signal.
[0032] In some embodiments, each of the one or more resonators comprises means for tuning at least one of a
frequency of oscillation and a Q-factor of the resonator. Thus, the one or more resonators can be tuned in such a manner
that each resonator has a mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of the system.
[0033] In some embodiments, the apparatus can further comprise a low-pass filter connected between the subtractor
and the output section, wherein the low-pass filter is adapted to perform a low-pass filtering of the modified control signal.
[0034] A method of adjusting the one or more resonators of an apparatus as described above comprises providing a
system comprising a movable component and an actuator configured to move the movable component. The actuator is
operated in accordance with a predetermined control signal. A motion of at least a portion of the movable component
in response to the operation of the actuator is measured. Elastic modes of oscillation of the system are determined on
the basis of the measured motion. The one or more resonators are tuned such that each resonator is excitable at a
frequency of at least one of the elastic modes of oscillation.
[0035] When the actuator is operated in accordance with a predetermined control signal, elastic oscillations of the
system can be excited. Since the control signal can have Fourier components whose frequency corresponds to a
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frequency of an elastic mode of oscillation of the system, the elastic oscillation of the system can comprise contributions
of one or more elastic modes of oscillation of the system. The elastic oscillations of the system can lead to a motion of
the mobile component. Hence, by measuring the motion of at least a portion of the mobile component, the elastic
oscillations of the system can be detected and the elastic modes of oscillations of the system can be established. By
tuning the resonators for being excitable at a frequency of at least one of the elastic modes of oscillation, the apparatus
can be set up such that it can be used for reducing oscillations of the system as described above.
[0036] In some embodiments, at least one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance frequency
equal to a resonance frequency of a respective one of the elastic modes of oscillation. In some embodiments, at least
one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a Q-factor equal to a Q-factor of a respective one of said elastic
modes of oscillation. Thus, a particularly precise modeling of the elastic oscillations of the system that would be obtained
if the actuator were operated in accordance with the unmodified control signal can be obtained.
[0037] In some embodiments, at least one of the one or more resonators is tuned to have a frequency within a frequency
band comprising two or more of the elastic modes of oscillation and to have a bandwidth equal to or greater than a width
of the frequency band. Thus, two or more of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system can be taken into account by
means of a single resonator of the apparatus, which can allow to reduce the number of resonators of the apparatus and
to reduce the number of parameters of the apparatus that need to be tuned.
[0038] Embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying figures, wherein

Fig. 1 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of a measuring instrument according to the state of the art;

Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of an apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 3 shows a schematic circuit diagram of an apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 4 shows a schematic circuit diagram of an apparatus according to another embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 5 shows a schematic view of an arrangement that can be used for adjusting an apparatus according to the
present invention;

Fig. 6 shows a schematic illustration of motions of a movable component in a system comprising an actuator operated
in accordance with a control signal;

Fig. 7 shows a schematic illustration of frequency spectra of motions of a movable component in a system comprising
an actuator operated in accordance with a control signal and in accordance with a control signal modified according
to the present invention, and a frequency spectrum of the modification of the control signal; and

Fig. 8 shows a schematic illustration of motions of a movable component in a system comprising an actuator operated
in accordance with a control signal modified according to the present invention.

[0039] Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of an apparatus 200 according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In some embodiments, the apparatus 200 can be used for modifying a control signal for actuation of a system
209 comprising a movable component 210 and an actuator 208 configured to move the movable component 210.
[0040] In some embodiments, the system 209 can comprise an instrument 100 as described above with reference to
Fig. 1. In such embodiments, the actuator 208 can be the actuator 132 and the mobile component 210 can comprise
the holder 131 and the surface texture measuring probe 160 connected thereto.
[0041] In some embodiments, the mobile component 210 can comprise a measuring probe comprising an atomic
force microscopy cantilever of a type well known to persons skilled in the art instead of a measuring tip adapted for
optical near field microscopy. The atomic force measuring probe can be connected to a holder similar to the holder 131
described above for connecting the atomic force measuring probe to the actuator 132. In further embodiments, the
measuring probe can have a configuration corresponding to that disclosed in European Patent Application No.
08009133.3 or a configuration corresponding to that disclosed in European Patent Application No. 08009131.7 instead
of comprising a conventional atomic force microscopy cantilever. In still further embodiments, the measuring probe can
comprise a known scanning tunneling microscopy tip for performing scanning tunneling microscopy instead of atomic
force microscopy or optical near field microscopy.
[0042] The present invention, however, is not limited to embodiments wherein the system 209 comprises a measuring
instrument. Instead, the apparatus 200 can be used also in combination with other systems comprising a mobile com-
ponent 210 and an actuator 208 configured to move the mobile component.
[0043] The apparatus 200 comprises a first resonator 201 and a second resonator 202. Each of the resonators 201,



EP 2 211 187 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

202 has a mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of a system to be actuated in
accordance with a control signal modified by the apparatus 200, as will be explained in more detail below.
[0044] The apparatus 200 further comprises an input section 203 adapted to receive a control signal and to supply
the control signal to the resonators 201, 202. The input section 203 can be connected to a system controller 206 adapted
to provide a control signal representative of a desired motion of the mobile component 210 of the system 209.
[0045] In some embodiments, the control signal can be an analog electrical signal. In such embodiments, a voltage
of the control signal can be representative of a desired position of the mobile component 210. For example, in embod-
iments wherein the system 209 comprises an instrument 100 as described above, a voltage of the control signal can be
representative of a desired position of the surface texture measuring probe 160, for positioning the surface texture
measuring probe 160 at a desired distance to the workpiece 101. In embodiments wherein the control signal is an analog
electrical signal, the resonators 201, 202 can be provided in form of analog resonator circuits, as will be explained in
more detail below.
[0046] In other embodiments, the control signal can be supplied to the input section 203 in form of a digital signal. In
some of these embodiments, the input section 203 can comprise a digital-analog converter adapted to convert the control
signal into an analog form for supplying the analog control signal to the resonators 201, 202, which can be provided in
form of analog resonator circuits. In other embodiments, the apparatus 200 can be configured to process the digital
control signal without converting the control signal into an analog signal. In such embodiments, the apparatus 200 can
comprise a digital filter circuit, wherein the resonators 201, 202 are provided as virtual resonators and the response of
the resonators 201, 202 to the control signal can be determined by means of digital signal processing. The digital filter
circuit can comprise a microcontroller or an FPGA programmed with an algorithm for simulating the response of the
resonators 201, 202 to the command signal.
[0047] In still further embodiments, the input section 203 can be adapted to receive the control signal in form of an
analog signal, and can comprise an analog-digital converter adapted to digitize the control signal. The digitized control
signal can then be processed by means of a digital filter circuit wherein the resonators 201, 202 are provided as virtual
resonators.
[0048] The apparatus 200 further comprises a subtractor 204. The subtractor 204 is adapted to create a modified
control signal by subtracting from the control signal received by the input section 203 a signal representative of a response
of the resonators 201, 202 to the control signal.
[0049] In embodiments wherein the control signal comprises an analog electrical signal, or is converted into an analog
signal by means of a digital-analog converter, the subtractor 204 can comprise an analog electrical circuit adapted for
subtracting analog signals representative of the response of the resonators 201, 202 to the control signal from the control
signal. In embodiments wherein the control signal and/or the signals representative of the response of the resonators
201, 202 to the control signal are digital signals or are converted into digital form by means of an analog-digital converter,
the subtractor 204 can be adapted to perform the subtraction by means of known digital signal processing techniques.
[0050] The apparatus 200 further comprises an output section 205 adapted to output the modified control signal
created by the subtractor 204. While in some embodiments, the modified control signal can be output as an analog
signal, in other embodiments, the modified control signal can be output in form of a digital signal.
[0051] The output section 205 can be adapted to output the modified control signal to means 207 for operating the
actuator of the system 209 in accordance with the modified control signal. In embodiments wherein the modified control
signal is output as an analog signal, the means 207 can comprise an amplifier. In embodiments wherein the modified
output signal is output as a digital signal, the means 207 can comprise a digital-analog converter and an amplifier adapted
to amplify the output of the digital analog converter.
[0052] The present invention is not limited to embodiments wherein the apparatus 200 comprises two resonators 201,
202 as shown in Fig. 2. In other embodiments, the apparatus 200 can comprise three or more resonators, each being
tunable to have a mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of the system 209. In
further embodiments, the apparatus 200 can comprise a single resonator.
[0053] Fig. 3 shows a schematic circuit diagram of an apparatus 300 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
[0054] The apparatus 300 can be used for actuating a system 209 comprising a movable component 210 and an
actuator 208 configured to move the movable component 210. The apparatus 300 comprises an input section 203
comprising a first input terminal 301 and a second input terminal 302. The input terminals 301, 302 can be connected
to a system controller 206 adapted to apply an analog control signal between the input terminals 301, 302. The second
input terminal 302 can be electrically connected to ground.
[0055] The apparatus 300 further comprises a resonator 201. The resonator 201 comprises an inductivity provided in
form of a first winding 305 of a coil 314, a first terminal 311 of the first winding being connected to the first input terminal
301, a capacitor 304 electrically connected between a second terminal 309 of the first winding 305 and the second input
terminal 302 and a resistor 303 electrically connected between the first input terminal 301 and the second terminal 309
of the first winding 305. The first winding 305, the capacitor 304 and the resistor 303 form a damped resonant circuit.
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Hence, if the control signal applied between the input terminals 301, 302 comprises an AC component, the control signal
can excite electrical oscillations of the resonator 201, as will be explained in more detail below.
[0056] The apparatus 300 further comprises a subtractor 204 adapted to create a modified control signal by subtracting
from the control signal a signal representative of the electrical oscillations of the resonator 201 excited by the control
signal. The subtractor 204 comprises a second winding 310 of the coil 314 that is inductively coupled to the first winding
305.
[0057] In some embodiments, inductive coupling between the first winding 305 and the second winding 310 of the coil
314 can be provided by a common core 312 of the first winding 305 and the second winding 310. The core 312 can
comprise a ferromagnetic material and can extend through the first winding 305 and the second winding 310. In other
embodiments, inductive coupling between the first winding 305 and the second winding 305 can be effected by wrapping
the first winding 305 and the second winding 310 upon a common coil body which need not comprise a core 312.
[0058] The second winding 310 of the coil 310 is electrically connected between a first output terminal 307 and the
first terminal 311 of the first winding 305. In some embodiments, the coil 310 can comprise a first terminal, a second
terminal and a center tap. In such embodiments, the first terminal of the coil can form the output terminal 307, or can
be connected to an electrically conductive line forming the output terminal 307. The center tap can form the first terminal
311 of the first winding 305 and the second terminal of the coil 314 can form the second terminal 306 of the first winding 309.
[0059] The apparatus 300 further comprises a second output terminal 308 that is electrically connected to ground
and/or the second input terminal 302. The first output terminal 307 and the second output terminal 308 form an output
section 205 adapted to output the modified control signal.
[0060] If a control signal having an AC component is applied between the input terminals 301, 302, the control signal
can excite electrical oscillations of the resonator 201, wherein the capacitor 304 is alternately charged and discharged,
and wherein an amperage of an electric current flowing through the first winding 305 increases and decreases alternately.
Due to the inductive coupling between the first winding 305 and the second winding 310, the alteration of the electric
current flowing through the first winding 305 can induce an electric voltage between the first output terminal 307 and the
first terminal 311 of the first winding 305.
[0061] According to the law of induction, the electric voltage between the first output terminal 307 and the first terminal
311 of the first winding 305 is approximately proportional to the derivative of the electric current flowing through the first
winding 305. The electric current flowing through the first winding 305 is representative of the derivative of the voltage
between the terminals of the capacitor 304. Thus, a phase shift of approximately 180 degrees can be obtained between
the voltage induced in the second winding 310 and the voltage between the terminals of the capacitor 304.
[0062] Since the second winding 310 of the coil 314 and the system controller 206 connected to the input terminals
301, 302 are electrically connected in series between the output terminals 307, 308, a voltage between the output
terminals 307, 308 can be approximately equal to a sum of the voltage of the control signal applied between the input
terminals 301, 302 and the voltage induced in the second winding 310. Due to the phase shift of approximately 180°
between the voltage induced in the second winding 310 and the voltage between the terminals of the capacitor 304, the
voltage between the output terminals 307, 308 is representative of a difference between the voltage applied between
the input terminals 301, 302 and the voltage between the terminals of the capacitor 304. The voltage between the
terminals of the capacitor 304 is representative of a response of the resonator 201 to the control signal. Thus, a subtraction
of a signal representative of a response of the resonator 201 to the control signal from the control signal is obtained.
[0063] In some embodiments, the number of turns of the first winding 305 and the number of turns of the second
winding 310 can be substantially equal. In other embodiments, the number of turns of the first winding 305 and the
number of turns of the second winding 310 can be different from each other. The ratio between the number of turns of
the second winding 314 and the number of turns of the first winding 305 can have an influence on the amplitude of the
signal representative of the response of the resonator 201 to the control signal that is subtracted from the control signal.
A greater (smaller) ratio between the number of turns of the second winding 310 and the number of turns of the first
winding 305 can lead to a greater (smaller) amplitude of the signal subtracted from the control signal.
[0064] The resonator 201 formed by the first winding 305, the capacitor 304 and the resistor 303 can be tuned by
varying at least one of the inductance of the first winding 305, the capacity of the capacitor 304 and the resistivity of the
resistor. To vary the inductance of the first winding 305, a fraction of the magnetic flux created by a current flowing
through the first winding 305 that penetrates the core 312 can be varied, for example by shifting the core 312 or a portion
thereof relative to the coil 314. To allow a variation of the capacity of the capacitor 304, the capacitor 304 can comprise
a variable capacitor, for example a rotary capacitor or a capacitance diode. To allow a variation of the resistivity of the
resistor 303, the resistor 303 can comprise a variable resistor, for example a potentiometer.
[0065] The present invention is not limited to embodiments wherein both the inductance of the first winding 305 and
the capacity of the capacitor 304 are variable. In some embodiments only one of the inductance of the first winding 305
and the capacity of the capacitor 304 is variable. For example, the inductance of the first winding 305 can be variable
and the capacitance of the capacitor 304 can be fixed.
[0066] A resonance frequency of the resonator 201 can be tuned by varying at least one of the inductance of the first
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winding 305 and the capacity of the capacitor 304. Varying the resistivity of the resistor 303 can allow to control a damping
of oscillations of the resonator 201 such that a Q-factor of the resonator 201 can be controlled. Thus, frequency and/or
Q-factor of the resonator 201 can be tuned such that they are representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation
of the system 209, as will be explained in more detail below.
[0067] Further features of the apparatus 300 may correspond to those of the apparatus 200 described above with
reference to Fig. 2.
[0068] Further embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to Fig. 4.
[0069] Fig. 4 shows an apparatus 400 for modifying a control signal for actuating a system comprising a movable
component and an actuator configured to move the movable component.
[0070] The apparatus 400 comprises a first resonator 201 and a second resonator 202, an input section 203, a
subtractor 204 and an output section 205.
[0071] The input section 203 can comprise a connector comprising a first input terminal 455 and a second input
terminal 456 for connecting the apparatus 400 to a system controller adapted to provide an analog control signal, similar
to the system controller 206 described above with reference to Fig. 2. The output section 205 can comprise a connector
comprising a first output terminal 457 and a second output terminal 458 for connecting the apparatus 400 to an amplifier
connected to the actuator of the system to be controlled, similar to the amplifier 207 described above with reference to
Fig. 2. Thus, the actuator can be operated in accordance with a signal output by the output section 205.
[0072] The first resonator 201 comprises a differential amplifier 470, a first integrator 471 and a second integrator 472.
[0073] The differential amplifier 471 comprises an operational amplifier 401. An inverting input of the operational
amplifier 401 is connected to the first input terminal 455 via a resistor 420, and is connected to an output of the second
integrator 472 via a resistor 406. A non-inverting input of the operational amplifier 401 is connected to ground via a
variable resistor 421, and is connected to an output of the first integrator 471 via a resistor 404. A resistor 405 is connected
between the output of the operational amplifier 401 and the inverting input of the operational amplifier 401 to provide
feedback.
[0074] The resistors 404, 405, 406 can have approximately equal resistivities. In some embodiments, each of the
resistors 404, 405, 406 can have a resistivity of approximately 50 kiloohm. The variable resistor 421 can comprise a
potentiometer. In some embodiments, the variable resistor 421 can have a resistivity that is variable in a range from
approximately zero kiloohm to approximately 100 kiloohm.
[0075] The variable resistor 421 and the resistor 404 form a voltage divider, wherein a voltage applied to the non-
inverting input of the operational amplifier 401 is approximately equal to U471 R404/(R404 + R421), wherein R404 and R421
are the resistivities of the resistors 404 and 421, respectively, and wherein U471 is an output voltage of the first integrator
471.
[0076] In embodiments wherein the resistivities of the resistors 405, 406, 420 are approximately equal, one obtains
an output voltage U470 of the differential amplifier 470 of approximately 

wherein UCS is the voltage of the command signal applied between the terminals 455, 456 of the input section 203, and
U472 is the output voltage of the second integrator 471.
[0077] The first integrator 471 comprises an operational amplifier 402, a variable resistor 409 that is connected between
the output of the differential amplifier 470 and the inverting input of the operational amplifier 402, and a capacitor 407
that is connected between the output of the operational amplifier 402 and the inverting input of the operational amplifier
402. The non-inverting input of the operational amplifier 402 is electrically connected to ground. In some embodiments,
the capacitor 407 can have a capacity of approximately 1 nanofarad, and the resistivity of the resistor 409 can be variable
in a range from approximately zero kiloohm to approximately 200 kiloohm.
[0078] The output voltage U471 of the first integrator 471 is approximately equal to 

wherein R409 is the resistivity of the resistor 409 and C407 is the capacity of the capacitor 407.



EP 2 211 187 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0079] The second integrator 472 comprises an operational amplifier 403, a resistor 415 connected between the
inverting input of the operational amplifier 403 and the output of the first integrator 471 and a capacitor 408 connected
between the output of the operational amplifier 403 and the inverting input of the operational amplifier 403. In some
embodiments, the capacitor 408 can have a capacity of approximately 1 nanofarad, and the resistor 415 can have a
resistivity of approximately 22.1 kiloohm.
[0080] The output voltage U472 of the second integrator 472 is approximately equal to 

wherein R415 denotes the resistivity of the resistor 415 and C408 denotes the capacitance of the capacitor 408.
[0081] Inserting equations (2) and (3) into equation (1), one obtains: 

wherein 

and 

[0082] Hence, the output voltage U407 of the differential amplifier 470 is given, at least approximately, by the equation
of motion of a damped harmonic resonator excitable by the control signal UCS.
[0083] Thus, the output voltage U407 of the differential amplifier 470 is representative of a response of the first resonator
201 to the control signal UCS, and the resonance frequency as well as the damping constant and the Q-factor, respectively,
of the first resonator 201 can be tuned by adjusting the variable resistors 409, 421.
[0084] Similar to the first resonator 201, the second resonator 202 comprises a differential amplifier 480, a first integrator
481 and a second integrator 482. The differential amplifier 480 comprises an operational amplifier 428, resistors 452,
433, 432, 431 and 451, wherein the resistor 451 can be variable. The first integrator 481 comprises an operational
amplifier 429, a variable resistor 436 and a capacitor 434. The second integrator 482 comprises an operational amplifier
430, a resistor 442 and a capacitor 435.
[0085] Features of the differential amplifier 480, the first integrator 481 and the second integrator 482 of the second
resonator 202 can correspond to those of the differential amplifier 470, the first integrator 471 and the second integrator
472 in the first resonator 201. Hence, the output voltage of the differential amplifier 408 can be representative of a
response of the second resonator 202 to the control signal UCS, and the output voltage of the differential amplifier 480
can be given by the equation of motion of a damped harmonic resonator whose resonance frequency and Q-factor can
be adjusted by varying the resistivities of the variable resistors 451, 436.
[0086] In some embodiments, the resistivity of the resistor 442 can be different from the resistivity of the resistor 415.
For example, the resistivity of the resistor 442 can be approximately 47.5 kiloohm and the resistivity of the resistor 415
can be approximately 22.1 kiloohm. Resistivities and capacities of the other resistors and the capacitors of the second
resonator 202 can be approximately equal to those of corresponding components of the first resonator 201.
[0087] By varying the resistivity of the variable resistor 409, the resonance frequency of the first resonator 201 can
be varied within a first frequency range. By varying the resistivity of the variable resistor 436, the resonance frequency
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of the second resonator 202 can be varied within a second frequency range which, due to the different resistivities of
the resistors 415, 442, can be different from the first frequency range. Thus, a broader range of frequencies can be
covered by the first resonator 201 and the second resonator 202 compared to embodiments wherein all circuit elements
of the first resonator 201 and the second resonator 202 are equal.
[0088] The subtractor 204 comprises an operational amplifier 447. A resistor 448 provides feedback between the
output of the operational amplifier 447 and the inverting input of the operational amplifier 447. Resistors 411, 412, 438,
439 and 450 are connected to the non-inverting input of the operational amplifier 447, wherein the resistor 450 is
connected between the non-inverting input of the operational amplifier 447 and the first input terminal 455 of the input
section 203. The subtractor 204 further comprises resistors 418, 419, 445, 446 which are connected to the inverting
input of the operational amplifier 447. A further resistor 449 is connected between the non-inverting input of the operational
amplifier 447 and ground.
[0089] In some embodiments, the resistivities of the resistors 449, 450 can be substantially equal. Furthermore, the
resistivities of the resistors 411, 412, 438, 439, 448, 418, 419, 445, 446 can be substantially equal. In some embodiments,
the resistors 449, 450 can have a resistivity of approximately 20 kiloohm and the resistors 411, 412, 438, 439, 448, 418,
419, 445, 446 can have a resistivity of approximately 10 kiloohm.
[0090] An output voltage of the subtractor 204 corresponds to a difference between a sum of the voltage of the control
signal applied between the input terminals 455, 456 of the input section 203 and voltages applied to the resistors 411,
412, 438, 439 on the one hand, and a sum of the voltages applied to the resistors 418, 419, 445, 446 on the other hand,
wherein the voltages can be weighted with a factor determined by the resistivities of the resistors of the subtractor 204.
[0091] In some embodiments, the apparatus 400 can further comprise a regulating section 473 connected to each of
the resonators 201, 202, for adjusting an amplitude and a phase of the output signals of the resonators 201, 202.
[0092] The regulating section comprises a first balancing circuit 490 and a second balancing circuit 491. The first
balancing circuit comprises a potentiometer 413. A tap of the potentiometer 413 is connected to ground. Terminals of
the potentiometer 413 are connected to the output of the differential amplifier 470 via resistors 410, 414. The terminal
of the potentiometer 413 which is connected to the resistor 410 is additionally connected to the resistor 411 of the
subtractor 204. The terminal of the potentiometer 413 connected to the resistor 414 is additionally connected to the
resistor 419 of the subtractor 204.
[0093] The resistor 410 and the portion of the potentiometer 413 between the terminal connected to the resistor 410
and the tap form a first voltage divider, an output voltage of which is applied to the resistor 411 of the subtractor 204.
The resistor 414 and the portion of the potentiometer 413 between the terminal connected to the resistor 414 and the
tap form a second voltage divider, an output voltage of which is applied to the resistor 419 of the subtractor 204.
[0094] Since the resistor 411 is connected to the non-inverting input of the operational amplifier 447 of the subtractor
204, a fraction of the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470 output by the first voltage divider is added to the
command signal, and a fraction of the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470 that is output by the second voltage
divider is subtracted from the command signal, since the resistor 419 is connected to the inverting input of the operational
amplifier 447. Depending on which fraction of the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470 is greater, a voltage
proportional to the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470 can be subtracted from the command signal or added
to the command signal.
[0095] In some embodiments, the resistors 410, 414 can have a resistivity of approximately 1.5 kiloohm, and the
potentiometer 413 can have a total resistivity of approximately 5 kiloohm, which can be divided into two portions by
moving the tap.
[0096] The second balancing circuit 491 comprises resistors 416, 453 and a potentiometer 417, the tap of which is
connected to ground. A portion of the potentiometer 417 between the tap of the potentiometer and a terminal of the
potentiometer 417 connected to the resistor 416 form a third voltage divider adapted to apply a fraction of the output
voltage of the first integrator 471 to the resistor 412 of the subtractor 204. A portion of the potentiometer 417 between
the tap and a terminal of the potentiometer 417 connected to the resistor 453 form a fourth voltage divider, the output
voltage of which is applied to the resistor 418 of the subtractor 204. Further features of the second balancing circuit 491
can correspond to those of the first balancing circuit 490. Hence, by adjusting the potentiometer 417, a voltage proportional
to the output voltage of the first integrator 402 can be added to or subtracted from the command signal.
[0097] The output voltage of the first integrator 471 can have a phase shift of approximately 90 degrees relative to
the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470. In Fourier space, the integration performed by the first integrator 471
corresponds to a multiplication with 1/(ωj), wherein ω denotes angular frequency and j denotes the imaginary unit. Hence,
a product of a complex number and the output voltage of the differential amplifier 470 can be subtracted from the
command signal applied to the input section 203, wherein amplitude and phase of the complex number can be controlled
by adjustment of the potentiometers 413, 417.
[0098] The regulating section 473 can further comprise a third balancing circuit 491 and a fourth balancing circuit 493.
The third balancing circuit 492 comprises resistors 437, 441 and a potentiometer 440. The fourth balancing circuit 493
comprises resistors 443, 454 and a potentiometer 444. The third balancing circuit 492 is connected to the output of the
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differential amplifier 480 of the second resonator 202 and the fourth balancing circuit 493 is connected to the first integrator
481 of the second resonator 202. Further features of the third balancing circuit 492 and the fourth balancing circuit 493
can correspond to those of the first balancing circuit 490 and the second balancing circuit 491, respectively.
[0099] Hence, a product of a complex number and the output voltage of the differential amplifier 480 of the second
resonator 202 can be subtracted from the command signal applied to the input section 203, wherein amplitude and
phase of the complex number can be controlled by adjustment of the potentiometers 440, 444.
[0100] Thus, the regulating section 473 allows to adjust amplitude and phase of signals representative of responses
of the resonators 201, 202 to the command signal before subtracting the signals from the command signal by means of
the subtractor 204.
[0101] In some embodiments, the apparatus 400 can further comprise a lowpass filter 494 connected to the output of
the subtractor 204. The lowpass filter can comprise a variable resistor 427 and a resistor 426 connected in series, and
a capacitor 424 connected between a terminal of the resistor 426 distal of the subtractor 204 and ground. In some
embodiments, the resistor 426 can have a resistivity of approximately 1 kiloohm and the variable resistor can be adapted
to provide a resistivity adjustable in a range from approximately zero kiloohm to approximately 100 kiloohm. The capacitor
424 can have a capacity of approximately 10 nF.
[0102] The lowpass filter 494 allows to reduce high-frequency components of the command signal. In some applica-
tions, the system 209 may have more significant modes of oscillation than the number of virtual resonators in the unit
400. Then, this lowpass filter can help to further reduce elastic oscillations of the system 209.
[0103] In some embodiments, a buffer amplifier 495 can be connected between the output of the lowpass filter 494
and the first output terminal 457 of the output section 205. The second output terminal 458 can be connected to ground.
The buffer amplifier 495 can comprise an operational amplifier 404 and resistors 422, 423. The resistor 423 can be
connected between the output of the operational amplifier 404 and the inverting input thereof, thus providing feedback,
and the resistor 422 can be connected between the inverting input of the operational amplifier 404 and ground. The non-
inverting input of the operational amplifier 404 can be connected to the lowpass filter 494. In some embodiments, the
resistivity of the resistor 422 can be substantially infinite and the resistivity of the resistor 423 can be approximately zero.
In some of these embodiments, the resistor 422 can be omitted and the resistor 423 can be provided in form of an
electrically conductive line. Thus, the buffer amplifier 495 can be a non-inverting amplifier having a gain approximately
equal to one. The buffer amplifier 495 can help to reduce an output impedance of the apparatus 400. In other embodiments,
the resistors 422, 423 have finite values of resistivity. In such cases, the buffer amplifier 495 can be a non-inverting
amplifier that can adapt to different signal levels of the actuator 208. In such embodiments, each of the resistors 422,
423 can have a resistivity of approximately 10 kiloohm.
[0104] The present invention is not limited to embodiments wherein the apparatus 400 comprises the lowpass filter
494 and the buffer amplifier 495. In other embodiments, one or both of the lowpass filter 494 and the buffer amplifier
495 can be omitted.
[0105] The present invention is not limited to the embodiments wherein the apparatus 400 comprises the regulating
section 473 described above. In some embodiments, the regulating section 473 can be omitted, and the output of the
differential amplifier 470 can be connected to one of the resistors 418, 419 of the subtractor 204. The other of the resistors
418, 419 and the resistors 412, 419 can be omitted in such embodiments. Similarly, the output of the differential amplifier
480 can be connected to one of the resistors 445, 446 of the subtractor 204. The other of the resistors 445, 446, and
the resistors 438, 439 can be omitted. Thus, a simpler configuration of the apparatus 400 can be obtained.
[0106] In further embodiments, the apparatus 400 can comprise a regulating section having a simpler configuration
than the regulating section 473 described above. For example, in some embodiments, the second balancing circuit 491
and the fourth balancing circuit 493, as well as the resistors 412, 418, 439, 445 can be omitted. In such embodiments,
the regulating section of the apparatus 400 can comprise the first balancing circuit 490 and the third balancing circuit
492. Thus, the amplitudes of the signals representative of the response of the first resonator 201 and the second resonator
202 to the command signal which are subtracted from the command signal can be controlled by means of the balancing
circuits 490, 491, whereas an adjustment of the phases of the signals representative of the responses of the resonators
201, 202 can be omitted.
[0107] Furthermore, the present invention is not limited to embodiments wherein the apparatus 400 comprises two
resonators 201, 202. In some embodiments, one of the resonators 201, 202 can be omitted. In further embodiments,
three or more resonators, each having a configuration similar to that of the resonators 201, 202, as well as balancing
circuits similar to the balancing circuits 490, 491, 492, 493 for adjustment of the amplitude and phase of the signals
representative of the responses of the resonators to the command signal can be provided.
[0108] Further features of the apparatus 400 can correspond to those of the apparatus 200 described above with
reference to Fig. 2.
[0109] Fig. 5 shows a schematic view of an arrangement 500 that can be used for adjusting an apparatus according
to the present invention. The arrangement 500 can, for example, be used for adjusting the apparatuses 200, 300 and
400 described above with reference to Figs. 2, 3 and 4.
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[0110] The arrangement 500 comprises a system 209 comprising a mobile component 210 and an actuator 208
configured to move the mobile component 208. In some embodiments, the system 209 can comprise a near-field meas-
uring unit 130 of an instrument 100 as described above with reference to Fig. 1. The actuator 208 can be provided in
form of the actuator 132 of the near-field measuring unit 130, and the mobile component 210 can comprise the holder
131 and the measuring probe 160. In other embodiments, the measuring probe 160 need not comprise a near-field
measuring unit. For example, the measuring probe 160 can be adapted for performing atomic force microscopy or
scanning tunneling microscopy, as described above.
[0111] The arrangement 500 further comprises a system controller 206 adapted to provide a command signal, and
an amplifier 207 adapted to amplify the command signal provided by the system controller 206 for operation of the
actuator 132 in accordance with the command signal provided by the system controller 206. In embodiments wherein
the system controller 206 provides the command signal in form of an analog signal, wherein a voltage of the command
signal is representative of a desired motion of the mobile component 210, the amplifier 207 can be configured to amplify
the voltage of the command signal such that the voltage range of the amplified command signal matches the range of
operation of the actuator 132, which can, for example, be a piezoelectric actuator requiring a moderately large voltage
of operation. Moreover, the output of the amplifier 207 can have a smaller impedance than the output of the system
controller 206.
[0112] The arrangement 500 further comprises a vibrometer 501 adapted to measure a motion of at least a portion
of the movable component 210 in response to the operation of the actuator 132. For example, the vibrometer 501 can
be adapted to measure a motion of a measuring tip 505 of the measuring probe. In some embodiments, the vibrometer
501 can be adapted to direct a light beam 502 to the portion of the movable component 210 whose motion is to be
measured, and to determine motions of the portion of the movable component 210 from light reflected therefrom.
[0113] In some embodiments, the vibrometer 501 can comprise a known laser vibrometer, for example a sensor head
OFV-503 and a controller OFV-5000 equipped with a velocity decoder VD-01 available from Polytec GmbH, Waldbronn,
Germany.
[0114] In some embodiments, the vibrometer 501 can be adapted to output a signal representative of a velocity of the
portion of the movable component whose motion is measured. In such embodiments, the output signal of the vibrometer
501 can be supplied to an integrator 503 to create a signal representative of a position of the portion of the mobile
component 210.
[0115] The arrangement 500 further comprises an analyzer 504 adapted to analyze at least one of the output signal
of the integrator 503, the output signal of the vibrometer 501, the command signal provided by the system controller
206, and the output voltage of the amplifier 207. In some embodiments, the analyzer 504 can comprise a digital oscil-
loscope. The digital oscilloscope can be configured to perform a Fourier transform of the output signal of the integrator
206, and can also be configured to perform a Fourier transform of the command signal and the output voltage of the
amplifier 207. Thus, frequency spectra of the command signal, the output voltage of the amplifier 207 and the output
signal of the integrator 206, which is representative of the motion of a portion of the mobile component 210, can be
obtained. Additionally, the digital oscilloscope can be configured to display curves representative of the temporal devel-
opment of the control signal, the output voltage of the amplifier 207 and the position and/or velocity of the mobile
component 210.
[0116] To adjust the resonators 201, 202 of an apparatus 200, 300, 400 as described above with reference to Figs.
2, 3 and 4, a predetermined control signal can be provided. In some embodiments, the control signal can comprise a
rectangular signal representative of a desired motion of the mobile component by a step of a desired distance. For
example, the rectangular signal can be representative of a motion of the measuring probe 160 by a desired distance
towards the bottom of Fig. 2, which might be performed in the use of the measuring instrument 100 to approach the
measuring probe 160 to the surface of the sample 101. The present invention, however, is not limited to embodiments
wherein the control signal is a rectangular signal. In other embodiments, the control signal may have a different shape.
[0117] The actuator 132 is operated in accordance with the control signal. This can be done by supplying the control
signal to the amplifier 207, and a motion of the mobile component 210 or a component thereof in response to the operation
of the actuator 132 is measured.
[0118] Fig. 6 shows a schematic diagram showing curves representing the temporal development of the command
signal (curve 603), the output signal of the amplifier 207 (curve 604), the position of the measuring tip 505 (curve 605)
and the speed of the measuring tip (curve 606). A horizontal coordinate axis 601 represents time, measured in the unit
milliseconds, and a vertical coordinate axis 602 represents the above-noted quantities. For facility of inspection, some
of the curves 603-606 have been shifted relative to each other in the direction of the coordinate axis 602, and have been
rescaled.
[0119] The curve 603 denoting the command signal comprises a step, corresponding to a desired change of the
position of the measuring tip 505. Since the command signal is supplied to the amplifier 207 without being modified, the
curve 604 representing the output of the amplifier 207 supplied to the actuator 132 is similar to the curve 603 representing
the command signal.
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[0120] When the output of the amplifier 207 is supplied to the actuator 132, at the time of the step of the command
signal, the mobile component 210, in particular the measuring tip 505, may be subject to a relatively large acceleration,
since the step of the command signal corresponds to a sudden change of the position of the mobile component. The
acceleration of the mobile component 210 can excite elastic oscillations of the movable component 210, as can be seen
from the curves 605, 606 illustrating position and velocity of the measuring tip 505, respectively. The elastic oscillations
may comprise a superposition of one or more elastic eigenmodes of oscillation of the system 209, which can have
different frequencies, amplitudes, phases and damping properties. While the motion of the measuring tip 505 that would
be obtained if only one elastic mode of oscillation of the system were excited can approximately correspond to a damped
sinusoidal oscillation, the superposition of two or more elastic modes of oscillation can create non-sinusoidal elastic
oscillations, as schematically shown in Fig. 6.
[0121] In Fig. 7, a curve 703 schematically illustrates a spectrum of the elastic oscillations of the measuring tip 505,
that can be obtained by Fourier transformation of the curve 605 shown in Fig. 6. A horizontal coordinate axis 701 denotes
frequency in the unit Hertz, wherein a logarithmic scale is used. A vertical coordinate axis 702 denotes amplitude. Curve
704 shows a spectrum of elastic oscillations of the system 209 which are obtained if a suitably tuned apparatus according
to the present invention is connected between the system controller 206 and the amplifier 207. Curve 705 illustrates a
ratio between an amplitude of a signal output by a suitably tuned apparatus according to the present invention and an
amplitude of a signal input into the apparatus as a function of frequency. Curves 704, 705 will be explained in more
detail below.
[0122] The spectrum 703 of the elastic oscillations of the system 709 need not be obtained by Fourier transformation
of elastic oscillations obtained in response to a rectangular command signal comprising a step. In other embodiments,
the actuator 132 can be operated in accordance with a sinusoidal control signal, and the amplitude of elastic oscillations
of the measuring tip 505 can be measured as a function of the frequency of the sinusoidal control signal. This can help
to obtain a greater precision of the spectrum 705.
[0123] The spectrum 703 comprises a plurality of peaks. Each of the peaks corresponds to one elastic eigenmode of
oscillation of the system 209. The position of the peak along the coordinate axis 702 corresponds to the frequency of
the respective elastic mode of oscillation of the system, and a full width at half maximum of the peak is representative
of a Q-factor of the respective elastic mode of oscillation. For example, peak 706 represents an elastic mode of oscillation
having a resonance frequency of approximately 2 kilohertz and a Q-factor of approximately 10. Hence, resonance
frequencies and Q-factors of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system 209 can be determined from the curve 709.
[0124] The elastic modes of oscillation of the system 209 are structural features of the system 209. They may depend,
for example, on dimensions, shape, mass distribution, and materials of the system 209. Hence, as long as the system
209 remains substantially unchanged, or is changed to a small extent only, properties of the elastic modes of oscillation
of the system 209 such as frequency and Q-factor can remain substantially constant.
[0125] On the basis of the determined elastic modes of oscillation of the system 209, the resonators 201, 202 of an
apparatus 200, 300, 400 according to the present invention can be tuned such that each of the resonators 201, 202 has
a mode of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of the system 209.
[0126] In embodiments wherein the apparatus comprises the features of the apparatus 300 described above with
reference to Fig. 3, the resonator 201 of the apparatus 300 can be tuned by varying the resistivity of the resistor 303,
the inductivity of the first winding 305 of the coil 314 and/or the capacity of the capacitor 304. In embodiments wherein
the apparatus comprises the features of the apparatus 400 described above with reference to Fig. 4, the resonators
201, 202 can be tuned by varying the resistivities of the variable resistors 409, 421, 436, 451. In embodiments wherein
the apparatus comprises a digital filter circuit, as described above with reference to Fig. 2, the resonators 201, 202
provided in form of virtual resonators of the digital filter circuit can be tuned by appropriate programming of the digital
filter circuit.
[0127] In some embodiments, each of the resonators 201, 202 can be tuned such that the resonance frequency of
each of the resonators 201, 202 is approximately equal to the frequency of an elastic mode of oscillation of the system
209, and the Q-factor of each of the resonators 201, 202 is approximately equal to the Q-factor of the respective elastic
mode of oscillation of the system 209.
[0128] In some embodiments, one or more of the resonators 201, 202 can be tuned such that each of the one or more
resonators has a resonance frequency within a frequency band comprising two or more elastic modes of oscillation and
a bandwidth equal to or greater than a width of the frequency band.
[0129] For example, in Fig. 7, the curve 703 comprises a plurality of peaks adjacent the peak 706, within a frequency
band 709 whose boundaries are indicated by dashed lines 707, 708. One of the resonators 201, 202, for example the
resonator 201, can be tuned such that it has a frequency within the frequency band 709. For example, the resonance
frequency of the resonator 201 can be tuned such that it is approximately equal to the frequency of the peak 706. The
Q-factor of the resonator 201 can be tuned such that the bandwidth of the resonator 201 is greater than the width of the
frequency band 709. As persons skilled in the art know, the bandwidth of a resonator can be inversely proportional to
the Q-factor of the resonator. Hence, the bandwidth of the resonator 201 can be increased by reducing the Q-factor of
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the resonator, and can be reduced by increasing the Q-factor of the resonator.
[0130] The curve 703 further comprises a plurality of peaks corresponding to elastic modes of oscillation of the system
209 in a frequency band 712 whose boundaries are indicated by dashed lines 710, 712. One of the resonators 201, 202,
for example the resonator 202, can be adjusted such that it has a resonance frequency within the frequency band 712
and a bandwidth being greater than the width of the frequency band 712.
[0131] In some embodiments, one of more of the elastic modes of oscillation of the system 209, for example elastic
modes of oscillation having a relatively large amplitude, can be taken into account by adjusting resonators of the apparatus
200, 300, 400 such that a frequency and a Q-factor of each of the resonators are approximately equal to resonance
frequency and Q-factor of one of the one or more elastic modes of oscillation. Further elastic modes of oscillation, for
example modes of oscillation having a relatively small amplitude, can be taken into account by tuning other resonators
of the apparatus 200, 300, 400 in such a manner that each resonator has a frequency within a frequency band comprising
two or more elastic modes of oscillation and a bandwidth greater than the bandwidth of the frequency band. Thus, the
number of resonators of the apparatus 200, 300, 400 can be reduced compared to embodiments wherein each elastic
mode of oscillation of the system 209 is represented by an individual resonator, while particularly pronounced elastic
modes of oscillation of the system 209 can precisely be taken into account by modeling them with an individual resonator.
[0132] In addition to frequency and Q-factor of the resonators 201, 202, amplitude and/or phase of output signals of
the resonators 201, 202 can be tuned. In the apparatus 400 described above with reference to Fig. 4, this can be done
by adjusting the potentiometers 413, 417, 440, 444 of the regulating section 473. In embodiments wherein the resonators
201, 202 are provided in form of virtual resonators provided by a digital filter circuit, this can be done by adjusting
parameters of the digital filter.
[0133] To adjust the amplitude and/or phase of the output signals of the resonators 201, 202, the apparatus 200, 400
according to the present invention can be connected between the system controller 206 and the amplifier 207, and the
spectrum of the motion of the movable component 210 that is obtained when a command signal is supplied to the
apparatus 200, 400 and the output signal of the apparatus 200, 400 is supplied to the amplifier 207 can be displayed,
for example by means of the analyzer 504. Thereafter, the amplitudes and phases of the output signals of the resonators
201, 202 can be tuned in such a manner that a height of peaks of the spectrum is reduced.
[0134] In Fig. 7, curve 705 shows a ratio between amplitudes of frequency components of a signal output by an
apparatus 400 having a configuration as described above with reference to Fig. 4, and amplitudes of frequency compo-
nents of a command signal input into the apparatus 400. Frequency and Q-factors of the resonators 201, 202 as well
as amplitude and phase of the output signals of the resonators 201, 202 were tuned in such a manner that one of the
resonators 201, 202 is excitable by frequencies within the frequency band 709 and the other one of the resonators 201,
202 is excitable by frequencies within the frequency band 712. The curve 705 has minima at the location of the frequency
bands 709, 712, which are representative of a suppression of frequencies of the command signal within the frequency
bands 709, 712.
[0135] Curve 706 in Fig. 7 shows a frequency spectrum of the motion of the measuring tip 505 obtained after operation
of the actuator 132 in accordance with a command signal modified by the apparatus 400. Compared to the curve 706,
the amplitude of peaks representative of elastic modes of oscillation of the system 209 has been reduced, indicating a
reduced excitation of elastic oscillations of the system 209.
[0136] Fig. 8 shows a schematic diagram 800 showing curves representing the temporal development of the command
signal (curve 803), the output signal of the amplifier 207 (curve 804), the position of the measuring tip 505 (curve 805)
and the speed of the measuring tip (curve 806) obtained in an embodiment wherein the command signal is modified in
accordance with the apparatus 400 before supplying the command signal to the actuator 132. A horizontal coordinate
axis 801 represents time, measured in the unit milliseconds, and a vertical coordinate axis 802 represents the above-
identified coordinates. For facility of inspection, some of the curves 803-806 have been shifted relative to each other in
the direction of the coordinate axis 802, and have been rescaled.
[0137] Similar to the curve 603 shown in Fig. 6, the curve 803 indicates that the command signal comprises a step,
corresponding to a desired motion of the movable component by a predetermined distance. Due to the modification of
the command signal by the apparatus 400, the shape of the curve 804 illustrating the signal supplied to the actuator 132
differs from the shape of the command signal. Comparison of the curves 805, 806 with the curves 605, 606 shows that
oscillations of the system 209 can be suppressed by use of the apparatus 400, and that the movable component 210
more quickly approaches the desired position than in the absence of the apparatus 400. More specifically, by means of
the apparatus 400, the desired position of the movable component 210 can be reached within �20% after 270 Ps, and
can be reached within �5% after 1.7 ms.
[0138] Hence, the apparatus 400 allows to improve a precision of a positioning of the movable component 210 of the
system 209 in a feed-forward configuration without there being a need for a feedback loop.
[0139] Similar results can be obtained if an apparatus according to other embodiments of the present invention, for
example the apparatus 300 described above with reference to Fig. 4, or a digital filter circuit as described above with
reference to Fig. 2, is used instead of the apparatus 400 described above with reference to Fig. 4.
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Claims

1. A method of actuating a system comprising a movable component and an actuator configured to move said movable
component, comprising:

providing a control signal representative of a desired motion of said movable component;
supplying said control signal to one or more resonators, each of said one or more resonators having a mode
of oscillation representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of said system;
modifying said control signal by subtracting from said control signal one or more signals representative of a
response of said one or more resonators to said control signal; and
operating said actuator in accordance with said modified control signal.

2. A method as in claim 1, further comprising adjusting at least one of an amplitude and a phase of an output signal
of each of said resonators to create an adjusted output signal of each of said resonators and subtracting said adjusted
output signals from said control signal to create said modified control signal.

3. A method as in claim 1 or 2, wherein at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance
frequency equal to a resonance frequency of a respective one of said elastic modes of oscillation.

4. A method as in claim 3, wherein said at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a Q-factor equal
to a Q-factor of a respective one of said elastic modes of oscillation.

5. A method as in any of claims 1 to 4, wherein at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance
frequency within a frequency band comprising two or more of said elastic modes of oscillation and to have a bandwidth
equal to or greater than a width of said frequency band.

6. A method as in any of claims 1 to 5, further comprising measuring at least one of a frequency and a Q-factor of one
or more elastic modes of oscillation of said system.

7. An apparatus for modifying a control signal for actuation of a system comprising a movable component and an
actuator configured to move said movable component, said apparatus comprising:

one or more resonators, each of said one or more resonators being tunable to have a mode of oscillation
representative of at least one elastic mode of oscillation of said system;
an input section adapted to receive said control signal and to supply said control signal to said one or more
resonators;
a subtractor adapted to create a modified control signal by subtracting from said control signal one or more
signals representative of a response of said one or more resonators to said control signal; and
an output section adapted to output said modified control signal.

8. An apparatus as in claim 7, wherein each of said one or more resonators comprises an analog resonator circuit.

9. An apparatus as in claim 7, wherein each of said one or more resonators comprises a virtual resonator provided by
a digital filter circuit.

10. An apparatus as in any of claims 7 to 9, further comprising a regulating section adapted for receiving an output
signal from each of said one or more resonators, for adjusting at least one of an amplitude and a phase of said
output signal and for supplying said adjusted output signals to said subtractor.

11. An apparatus according to any of claims 7 to 10, wherein each of said one or more resonators comprises means
for tuning at least one of a frequency of oscillation and a Q-factor of said resonator.

12. A method of adjusting the one or more resonators of an apparatus according to any of claims 7 to 11, comprising:

providing a system comprising a movable component and an actuator configured to move said movable com-
ponent;
operating said actuator in accordance with a predetermined control signal;
measuring a motion of at least a portion of said movable component in response to said operation of said actuator;
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determining elastic modes of oscillation of said system on the basis of said measured motion;
tuning said one or more resonators such that each resonator is excitable at a frequency of at least one of said
elastic modes of oscillation of said system.

13. A method as in claim 12, wherein at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a resonance frequency
equal to a resonance frequency of a respective one of said elastic modes of oscillation.

14. A method as in claim 13, wherein at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a Q-factor equal to
a Q-factor of a respective one of said elastic modes of oscillation.

15. A method as in any of claims 12 to 14, wherein at least one of said one or more resonators is tuned to have a
frequency within a frequency band comprising two or more of said elastic modes of oscillation and to have a bandwidth
equal to or greater than a width of said frequency band.
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