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(54) Apparatus and method for outputting a mixed-colored light beam

(57) An apparatus (10) for outputting a mixed-color-
ed light beam (12) comprises a light mixer (14) and a
lens (28). The light mixer (14) is adapted to mix light (16)
received from at least two light emitters (18, 20), each of
the two light emitters (18, 20) having a differently colored
(R,G) light output (22, 24), wherein the mixer (14) is
adapted to mix the received light (16) so that a mixing

degree of mixed light (26) output by the mixer (14) is at
least 50%, wherein a mixing degree of 100% is a fully
mixed light. The lens (28) is spaced apart from the light
mixer (14), wherein the lens (28) is attached to a lens
holder (30) in such a way that the lens (28) can be moved
(32) with respect to the light mixer (14) in order to vary a
size of the mixed-colored light beam (12) output by the
lens (28).
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Description

[0001] Embodiments of the invention relate to an ap-
paratus and a method for outputting a mixed-colored light
beam. Embodiments of the invention are related to the
fields of optics and the mixing of light. Further embodi-
ments of the invention relate to mixing light being emitted
by power light emitting diodes (Power LEDs).
[0002] High power light emitting diodes are used for
general lighting applications, for example spots for stage
lighting, TV screens, traffic lights and signals, message
displays, automotive break lights or rear light clusters or
emergency vehicle lighting. LED modules provide LEDs
in a protective and mountable casing. LED modules are
available in a wide range of shapes, sizes and colors.
RGB systems or RGB LEDs are utilized to produce white
light by mixing differently colored light emitted by the red
(R), green (G) and blue (B) light of the individual LEDs.
Depending on the mixture degree of the RGB light com-
ponents of the individual light emitting diodes (LED), mul-
tiple colors may be produced.
[0003] A mixture of the light emitted by the LEDs is
achieved by an optical super-position of the light rays
emitted by the LEDs. Depending on the distance to the
LED module and on the sizes and relative distances of
the LEDs with respect to each other, a mixed light beam
has a varying mixing degree, wherein a mixing degree
of 100% corresponds to a fully-mixed light. A fully mixed
light means, for example, the perception of a homoge-
nous white colored light beam being produced by a red,
green and blue light beam.
[0004] U.S. Pat. Application No. 2008/0266893 A1 de-
scribes a lighting module with compact color mixing and
collimating optics. It provides a compact format lighting
module that can provide a desired level of mixing and
collimating of light generated by multiple light-emitting
elements within the lighting module. The lighting module
comprises two or more light-emitting elements for gen-
erating light having one or more colors, wherein the light-
emitting elements can be configured into a closely
packed array. The module further comprises a primary
optical system enabling light extraction from the light-
emitting elements to which it is optically coupled. A sec-
ondary optical system that is optically coupled to the pri-
mary optical system is configured to be compatible with
the primary optical system and provides a means for mix-
ing and collimating the light extracted from the two or
more light-emitting elements.
[0005] LED modules emit light and produce a light
beam, which is dependent on the geometry of the LED
module and the LED package. On a projection object
within a predefined distance towards the LED module, a
fixed sized light beam is projected. The mixing degree or
mixing quality, respectively depends on the distance be-
tween the projection object and the LED module and on
the distances between the LEDs integrated on the LED
module. In a longer distance to the LED module the
mixed-colored light beam is perceived of having one

color, while at a position close to the LED module a
number of differently colored light beams are perceived.
A close distance of the individual LEDs of the LED module
prompts an observer perceive a homogenous colored
light beam while a great distance results in a perception
of separate light beams of different color.
[0006] There is a need for mixing the light beams of
multiple-colored LEDs with a high mixing degree and with
a mixed-colored light beam of variable size.
[0007] This technical problem is solved by embodi-
ments of the invention providing an apparatus for output-
ting a mixed-colored light beam according to claim 1.
[0008] The apparatus comprises a light mixer being
adapted to mix light received from at least two light emit-
ters, each of the two light emitters having a differently
colored light output, wherein the mixer is adapted to mix
the received light so that a mixing degree of mixed light
output by the mixer is at least 50%, wherein a mixing
degree of 100% is a fully mixed light, and a lens being
spaced apart from the light mixer, wherein the lens is
attached to a lens holder in such a way that the lens can
be moved with respect to the light mixer in order to vary
a size of the mixed-colored light beam output by the lens.
[0009] The technical problem is further solved by a
method for outputting a mixed- colored light beam ac-
cording to claim 11. The method comprises "mixing light
received from at least two light emitters, each of the two
light emitters having a differently colored light output to
obtain mixed light, such that a mixing degree of the mixed
light is at least 50%, wherein a mixing degree of 100%
is a fully mixed light" and "varying a size of a light beam
of the mixed light by moving a lens within the light beam
of the mixed light".
[0010] Embodiments of the invention provide a light
mixer mixing the light of at least two light emitters with a
high mixing degree. By a lens, which can be moved to-
wards the light mixer, a size of the mixed-colored light
beam may be varied. Depending on a position of the lens
with respect to the light mixer, a light beam of mixed color
is projected onto a projection object, such that the size
of the light beam is adjustable. Embodiments of the in-
vention may mix the light produced by high power LED
chipsets comprising 2, 3 (e.g. RGB-components) or more
individual LEDs of different wave length characteristics.
[0011] With reference to the accompanying Figs. 1 to
8b, embodiments of an apparatus and a method for out-
putting a mixed-colored light beam will be described.

Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an apparatus
for outputting a mixed-colored light beam ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 2a shows a spectral diagram of three LED emit-
ters producing mixed light with a mixing de-
gree of about 25%;

Fig. 2b shows a spectral diagram of the three LED
emitters depicted in Fig. 2a when a light mixer
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of an optimum mixing degree of 100% is used;

Fig. 2c shows a spectral diagram of the three LED
emitters depicted in Fig. 2a when a light mixer
of a mixing degree of about 50% is used;

Fig. 3 shows a sectional view of an apparatus for
outputting a mixed-colored light beam accord-
ing to another embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 4 shows a table illustrating a dependency be-
tween the position x of the lens with respect
to the light mixer and the beam size of the
mixed-colored light beam;

Fig. 5 shows an apparatus comprising a plurality of
light mixers for outputting a mixed-colored
light beam according to another embodiment
of the invention;

Fig. 6 shows a flow chart of a method for outputting
a mixed-colored light beam according to an
embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 7a shows a sectional view of a lens holder ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 7b shows a top view of the lens holder depicted
in Fig. 7a;

Fig. 8a shows a sectional view of a lens holder ac-
cording to another embodiment of the inven-
tion; and

Fig. 8b shows a top view of the lens holder depicted
in Fig. 8a.

[0012] Fig. 1 shows an apparatus 10 for outputting a
mixed colored light beam 12 comprising a light mixer 14
and a lens 28. The light mixer 14 is used to mix light 16
which is received from two light emitters 18, 20, wherein
the light 16 comprises light beams R,G of different color.
The lens 28 is spaced apart from the light mixer 14 and
is attached to a lens holder 30 such that the lens 28 can
be moved with respect to the light mixer 14. By an axial
movement 32 of the lens 28 in direction to an optical axis
x of the apparatus 10, a mixed colored light beam 12 is
varied.
[0013] The two light beams R,G may be, for example,
red and green light output by a first light emitter 18 and
a second light emitter 20. Both light emitters 18, 20 have
differently colored light outputs 22, 24. For mixing light
16, at least two different colored light components R,G
are provided to the light mixer 14. A third light component
B, for example for providing blue light, may also be pro-
vided to the light mixer 14 in order to mix the red, green,
blue (R,G,B) components to obtain mixed light 26 of white
color. Also, more than three light components may be

provided to the light mixer 14, for example a fourth light
component A providing an amber light component.
[0014] The mixing degree is a measure for the mixture
of the mixed light 26 generated by the light mixer 14. In
the case of three light components R,G,B applied to the
mixer 14, a light beam 12 which may be perceived as
white light corresponds to a fully mixed light. This corre-
sponds to a broad frequency spectrum in which all of the
frequencies perceivable as light are equally distributed.
The mixing degree within a defined spectrum limited by
a lower and an upper frequency may be defined as the
ratio of a mean intensity and a maximum intensity times
100%. Diagrams for illustrating the mixing degree are
depicted in Figs. 2a, 2b and 2c.
[0015] The lens 28 is attached to a lens holder 30 which
can move the lens 28 in a moving direction 32 with respect
to the light mixer 14. The moving direction 32 may be a
straight movement in direction to or in opposite direction
to the mixed light 26. It may also be a non-straight move-
ment, for example a sideways-movement or a combined
rotational and transversal movement. A control signal 50
may initiate the axial movement 32. The control signal
50 may be an electrical signal for an electrically driven
axial movement 32, for example by an electrical actuator.
The control signal 50 may be a trigger signal for a manual
opening of the lens holder 30, manual moving 32 of the
lens 28 to a desired position and manual closing of the
lens holder 30.
[0016] Depending on the position of the lens 28, a dif-
ferent size of the mixed colored light beam 12 on a pro-
jection object may be generated. The dependency be-
tween movement position of the lens 28 and size of the
colored light beam 12 is illustrated by a table depicted in
Fig. 4. The relation depends on the kind of the lens 28
and its focal point. Preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion use a converging lens 28 with collective character-
istics. Other embodiments of the invention use a concave
lens with diverging characteristics. Further embodiments
of the invention may use a combination of convex and
concave lenses to achieve better control of the size of
the mixed colored light beam 12. The lens holder 30 may
be used for holding the combination of lenses. The control
signal 50 may be configured to control the different move-
ments 32 of the individual lenses. In a preferred embod-
iment of the invention, the lens 28 is a Fresnel lens. Due
to the special form of the Fresnel lens this lens may ad-
ditionally improve the mixing degree.
[0017] Fig. 2a shows an intensity diagram depicting
intensities of three differently colored (R,G,B) light com-
ponents. A first (B) component illustrates the spectral
component of a blue light LED which is emitting light of
a wave length between about 450 and 500nm. A second
(G) component illustrates a spectral component of a
green light LED which emits green light of a wave length
between about 500 and 570nm. A third (R) component
illustrates the spectral component of a red light LED,
which emits red light of a wave length between about 610
and 690nm. The horizontal axis of the diagram depicts
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the wavelength of the emitted light components in na-
nometers, while the vertical axis depicts the intensity of
the emitted light components in arbitrary chosen counting
units.
[0018] The diagram depicts a mean intensity "Mean"
and a maximum intensity "Max" of the three light compo-
nents B,G,R. The mean intensity "Mean" can be calcu-
lated by averaging the intensity over a wavelength inter-
val of interest corresponding to the interval of visible light
ranging from about 420nm to about 690nm. Performing
this calculation results in about 1000 counts. The maxi-
mum intensity "Max" can be determined by finding the
maximum of the intensity. Doing this results in a maxi-
mum intensity of about 4000 counts. A simple measure
to define the mixing degree is to divide the mean intensity
by the maximum intensity and to represent the result as
a percentage value. Applying this to the intensity spectral
distribution as depicted in Fig. 2a, results in a mixing de-
gree of 25%. Such a low mixing degree corresponds to
a poorly mixed light in which the three color components
are still detectable as individual color components by an
observer. The human observer has the undesired im-
pression of three neighbored light spots instead of a ho-
mogenous monochromatic light spot.
[0019] Fig. 2b shows an intensity diagram of optimally
mixed light 26, which results in a mixing degree of 100%.
The spectrum of the mixed light 26 is equally distributed
within the range of visible light (ranging from about 420
nm to about 690nm). The maximum intensity "Max" is
equal to the mean intensity "Mean" such that a calculation
of the mixing degree results in 100%. The optimally mixed
light or fully mixed light 26, respectively, may be per-
ceived as a homogeneous white light spot.
[0020] Fig. 2c shows an intensity diagram of the three
light components B,G,R depicted in Fig. 2a after having
passed a mixer 14 having a mixing degree of 50%. The
maximal intensities are smaller than the maximal inten-
sities as depicted in Fig. 2a and the mean intensity
"Mean" is larger than the original mean intensity depicted
in Fig. 2a. With a mean intensity of about 1500 counts
and a maximum intensity of about 3000 counts, a mixing
degree of 50% is obtained. An observer may perceive
this spectrum as inhomogeneous white light having dis-
tortions at the frequencies indicating the individual color
components B,G,R. A high mixing degree is correlated
to a highly uniform spectral distribution showing small
differences between maximum and mean intensities. A
low mixing degree is correlated to a non-uniform spectral
distribution showing large differences between maximum
and mean intensities.
[0021] Fig. 3 shows a sectional view of an apparatus
10b for outputting a mixed colored light beam 12 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention. The apparatus
10b comprises a light mixer 14b which corresponds to
the light mixer 14 as depicted in Fig. 1 and a lens 44
which is formed as a Fresnel lens and corresponds to
the lens 28 as depicted in Fig. 1. The light mixer 14b is
a light pipe or light guide which may be formed as a struc-

ture of an increasing cross sectional area from a light
reception end 34 to a light output end 36. The light pipe
14b may have a tapered form, for example conical, par-
abolic, hyperbolic, pyramidal or some other geometrical
form with increasing cross-sectional area.
[0022] The axial cross sectional profile can taper to-
wards the light output end 36 having square, hexagonal
or octagonal cross sections. The curvature of the axial
cross sectional profile may be parabolic, elliptic or hyper-
bolic. Alternatively, the axial cross sectional profile may
comprise individual straight segments or/and individual
curved segments. The increasing cross-sectional area
is used to concentrate light 16 passing through the light
pipe 14b. The light 16 is focussed to an outlet of the light
pipe 14b arranged at the light output end 36. The light
16 passing the light pipe 14b may be reflected by the
walls of the light pipe 14b such that nearly no or only little
energy is lost.
[0023] However, the light pipe 14b may also have a
non-tapered form, for example parallel or nearly parallel
side walls ranging from the light reception end 34 to the
light output end 36, which ends may be squared, rectan-
gular, round, hexagonally or octagonally formed, for ex-
ample. The walls of the light pipe 14b are highly reflective
to avoid an absorption of light by the walls and to assist
in beam shaping and color mixing. The wall surface or
parts of the wall surface may be optically active, for ex-
ample by a phosphor coating. A reflective coating or a
mirrored internal surface may provide for a desired level
of reflectivity. The reflective coating may be made of a
highly reflective material, for example protective alumi-
num or protective silver.
[0024] The light mixer 14b or the light pipe, respectively
is formed of a material having a refraction index which is
higher than a refraction index of air, i.e., a refraction index
higher than 1. The light mixer 14b may comprise, for ex-
ample, walls manufactured of glass or plastics, e.g., poly-
carbonate or solid acrylic to reflect the light based on total
or nearly total internal reflection and may be filled with
gas. The gas may be under pressure, such that a high
refraction index of the mixer 14b with respect to the re-
fraction index of air is achieved. The walls of the light
mixer 14b may be coated, for example at the outer side
facing the air, by a highly refractive coating material to
achieve the high refraction index of the mixer 14b.
[0025] The light pipe or light guide may be formed of
solid or hollow material. The light mixer 14b is designed
to minimize the number of times light is reflected when
traveling through the light mixer 14, as each reflection
reduces the light intensity, and still being mixed with a
high mixing degree.
[0026] To facilitate manufacturing, for example, if the
size of the light mixer 14b is large, the light mixer 14b
may comprise more than one part which may be individ-
ually manufactured. For example, a hollow light mixer
14b may be produced by manufacturing e.g. six or any
other adequate number of adequate formed mirrors or
connecting them, e.g. by gluing together or soldering their
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edges, such that their mirroring sides form the inner walls
of the light mixer 14b. Alternatively, a solid light mixer
14b may comprise two or more solid glass or plastic
blocks to be connected to a solid light pipe.
[0027] Alternatively, the lens 44 may be formed as a
lens array or a micro-lens array, for example a Fresnel
lens array. The lens 44 or the lens array may be formed
as a plano-convex lens, a dome lens or a biconvex lens
and may have an aspheric or biconvex surface, or shaped
to any form required to assist in beam shaping. The sur-
face of the lens 44 or the lens array can be textured,
micro-structured or patterned in any structure to aid in
color mixing. The lens 44 or the lens array can be man-
ufactured from any one or more of a plurality of materials,
for example glass, plastic, polycarbonate, acrylic or op-
tical silicone.
[0028] The lens 44 or the lens array may create a ro-
tationally symmetric beam, such as a circular light spot,
a non-rotationally symmetric beam, such as an elliptic
beam, a squared light beam or a beam formed as a line.
[0029] In a further embodiment, the lens 44 or the lens
array can be moved between inside and outside of the
optical path which is defined by the x-axis. The movement
may be controlled by a lens control signal. Alternatively,
a plurality of lenses 44 or lens arrays are individually con-
trollable by the lens control signal, such that they move
between inside and outside of the optical path upon ac-
tivation by the lens control signal. By using different al-
ternative lenses 44 or lens arrays which may be motor-
driven moved inside or outside the optical path, different
beam characteristics of the mixed colored light beam 12
may be achieved.
[0030] In a further embodiment, the lens 44 or the lens
array is manufactured in two or more pieces which may
be moved in the optical path. The movement is controlled
by the lens control signal. The two or more pieces of the
lens 44 of the lens array may be hinged, folded, pushed
or moved in any other kind into the optical path, for ex-
ample in the manner of a double wing sliding door or a
flap gate. When the lens 44 or lens array is moved outside
the optical path, the apparatus 10b may be operated as
a wide angle beam former without additionally absorbing
light by the lens 44.
[0031] The mixer 14b comprises a mixing structure 38
at an end 40 facing the lens 44. The mixing structure 38
is used to mix the light 16 passing the light output end
36. The mixing structure 38 is formed as a diffuser having
a plurality of lens features 42 which are used for mixing
the light 16. In one embodiment, the lens features 42 are
small convex lenses arranged in an array like structure
at the end 40 facing the lens 44. In another embodiment
the mixing structure 38 is a perforated glass or transpar-
ent plastic plate, wherein the perforations are used to
disperse light. The perforations may be formed inside the
glass or plastic plate or on the top or bottom of the glass
or plastic plate. The perforations may have a conical,
pyramidal or spherical form.
[0032] The lens features 42 may be diffractive, holo-

graphic, reflective or diffuse elements or combinations
thereof formed of glass, plastic, silicone, polycarbonate
or any other optical active material. The lens features 42
may be fluid micro lenses comprising an optically active
material changing its refraction index in the presence of
an electric field which may be controlled by a lens feature
control signal.
[0033] Although in this embodiment the mixing struc-
ture 38 is attached at the end 40 facing the lens 44, in
other embodiments the mixing structure 38 may be
placed anywhere along an optical path of the light 16
ranging from the light emitters 18, 20 to the mixed colored
light beam 12, where it is optically appropriate and me-
chanically attachable. The mixing structure 38 may, for
example, be attached to the light pipe 14b, e.g. inside
the light pipe 14b, or may be attached to the lens holder
30b, e.g. at a light reception side or a light emitting side
of the lens 44.
[0034] The mixing structure 38 is formed to adjust the
shaping and the mixing of the mixed colored light beam
12. A rotationally symmetric light beam may be changed
to a non-rotationally symmetric light beam, for example
by using holographic diffusing lens features 42 or vice
versa.
[0035] Further on the mixing structure 38 may be used
to increase or decrease the beam angle or to adjust the
beam distribution to application specific requirements. A
rotationally symmetric or non-rotationally symmetric light
beam, a line of light, a spot of light, a square of light or
any other geometric form of light may be formed by the
mixing structure 38.
[0036] Embodiments of the invention are not limited to
a single mixing structure 38. A plurality of mixing struc-
tures 38 providing a plurality of optical transformations
may be positioned replacably or fixed in the optical path
of the light 16, such that the mixing structures 38 which
may be moved in the optical path of the light 16 cooperate
to produce the desired light effects. The movement of
the plurality of mixing structures 38 may be controlled by
a mixing structure control signal.
[0037] The light mixer 14b is attached to a light mixer
holder 66 which is arranged on a base plate 68. The base
plate 68 is mountable, for example for an installation at
a wall or a ceiling or in a lamp. The lamp can be a moving
head being used for moving the apparatus 10b in different
directions according to a movement control. The light
mixer holder 66 may hold the light mixer 14b at the light
output end 36 or at the end 40 facing the lens 44. The
light mixer holder 66 has such a form that arraying of
different light mixers 14b is supported. For example, the
light mixer 14b may have a form of a pyramid and the
light mixer holder 66 may comprise four rods for a stable
fixture of the mixer 14b at the four base edges. By such
a pyramidal form a plurality of light mixers 14b may be
arrayed in an apparatus 10b as depicted in Fig. 5. Other
forms are also be possible, for example, having a hex-
agonal, triangular or round base, wherein the base is
facing the light output end 36.
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[0038] The light pipe 14b is attached to the light mixer
holder 66 such that the light 16 emitted by the light emit-
ters 18, 20 is directed to the light reception end 34 of the
light pipe 14b. In this embodiment of the invention, the
light emitters 18, 20 comprise a window through which
the light 16 is emitted. The light mixer 14b may be at-
tached with its light reception end 34 directly on the win-
dow of the light emitters 18, 20 such that the light 16
emitted through the window of the light emitters 18, 20
reaches the light reception end 34 without producing a
significant amount of leakage light. An optical contact
area between the window of the light emitters 18, 20 and
the light reception end 34 of the light pipe 14b may be
coated by or encapsulated in an encapsulation material
with a predefined optical refraction index, for example an
optical silicone material having a refraction index match-
ing the refraction index of the light emitters 18, 20 or in
between the refraction index of the light emitters 18, 20
and the light pipe 14b.
[0039] The encapsulation material can have a refrac-
tion index of about 1.5 to 1.7, for example. The encap-
sulation material can be coated with a coating material
providing an antireflective coating to protect the light 16
from leaking through the encapsulation material. Alter-
natively, the surface of the encapsulation material can
be micro-structured, textured or patterned, for example
by forming an array of micro-lenses or other regular or
irregular structures to avoid light from passing the encap-
sulating material, to enhance the light extraction from the
light emitters 18, 20 to the light pipe 14b and/or to aid in
color mixing the light 16.
[0040] The lens holder 30b comprises an actuator 46
for moving the lens 44 in the moving direction 32. De-
pending on the movement which may be described by
the Cartesian (x) coordinate directed in the moving di-
rection 32, a colored light beam 12 at a projection object
70 increases or decreases. A correspondence table il-
lustrating the correspondence of movement position (x)
of the actuator 46 relative to the lens holder 30b and size
of the colored light beam is depicted in Fig. 4.
[0041] The actuator 46 is controlled by a control signal
50 received at a control input 48 of the lens holder 30b.
The lens holder 30b may be mounted on the base plate
68, such that a moving of the base plate 68 moves the
light mixer 14b and the lens 44 in the same direction. The
lens holder 30b may comprise two or more rods or sticks
with a thread, e.g., a screw thread, such that the actuator
46 may move in the thread in the axial moving direction
32. An axial movement may, for example, start at position
x = -2 and end at position x = 2. The axial movement 32
may be initiated by the control signal 50 received at the
control input 48. Also, a mechanical axial movement 32
by an opening of a mechanical locking mechanism is
possible such that after a subsequent manual axial move-
ment 32 to the desired position x, the actuator 46 is locked
again at the desired position. Also, different electrical
drives may be used for moving the actuator 46 with re-
spect to the lens holder 30b.

[0042] In a further embodiment, the lens 44 can be a
fluid lens with controllable focal length, which fluid length
may be made of one or more electroactive materials, for
example, which adapt their shape according to an applied
electrical field controlled by the control signal 50.
[0043] The control signal 50 may control a voltage ap-
plied to one or more electrodes in or beneath the lens 44
to create the electrical field under which the one or more
electroactive materials shape to form an optical material
of adjustable focal length. The electroactive materials
can be such as a liquid crystal material or another mate-
rial changing its refraction index in the presence of an
electrical field.
[0044] The apparatus 10b further comprises an array
52 of light emitters 18, 20 arrayed with respect to the light
reception end 34 of the mixer 14b. The light emitters 18,
20 may be LED emitters arranged in a package which is
designed to focus the light beams R,G of the LED emitters
in the direction of the light mixer 14b. The array 52 of
LED emitters may be integrated on a chip 60 which is
used for controlling the light characteristics, emitted by
the LEDs. The chip 60 has a power supply input for re-
ceiving the power for driving the LED emitters 18, 20.
The LED emitters 18, 20 may be controlled by a pulse
width modulation or a forward current adjusting. Power
may be applied periodically or intermittently to control a
dimming or color mixture degree of the light R,G emitted
by the light emitters 18, 20. The chip 60 may have a
modulation rate higher than approximately 1000 Hz. A
duty cycle may, for example, be greater than 15%-20%,
as the eye will tend to perceive the peak current light
level rather than the average current light level. The LED
emitters 18, 20 may be high power LEDs being capable
of continuous use of powers above 1 watt. Further em-
bodiments of the invention provide high power LEDs us-
ing powers above 5 watt. The currents being generated
for emitting the colored light components R,G may be in
a range above 5A. The chip 60 may, for example, inte-
grate four LED emitters, each of them being capable of
using a current of about 5A or higher per color resulting
in a full current of about 20A.
[0045] The chip 60 comprising the array 52 of light
emitters 18, 20 is configured for a high packing density
of the light emitters 18, 20. LED dies are densely mounted
on a substrate to provide for a high average luminance
at a small aperture of the light emitters 18, 20.
[0046] Depending on the thermal dissipation proper-
ties, the chip 60 may integrate a plurality of light emitters
18, 20. Spacing between the light emitters 18, 20 may
be in the range of about 100Pm, for example. Array con-
figurations comprising a plurality of R light components,
a plurality of G components and a plurality of B light com-
ponents may for example be integrated in the array 52.
For example, two green light components G, two red light
components R, two blue light components B and one
amber light component A is an appropriate combination.
[0047] The array 52 may form a two dimensional lat-
tice, e.g. a square, circular or hexagonal lattice. However,
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all other regular or irregular forms are possible.
[0048] A high packing density makes the array 52 more
compact and provides a higher luminance within the
same area compared to an array 52 of loosely connected
individual LEDs. Besides, a densely packed array 52 pro-
vides a higher mixing degree at the light reception end
34 facilitating the mixture of light at the light mixer 14b.
The mixing process is improved, the average luminance
is improved and optical losses are reduced.
[0049] A further embodiment of the invention compris-
es separate chips having individual LED emitters inte-
grated and being fixedly positioned on a common circuit
board. The common circuit board or the single chip 60
may have a heat sink for dissipating thermal power gen-
erated by the array 52 of LED emitters 18, 20 to provide
for a protection of the LED emitters 18, 20. The single
chip 60 or the separate chips may be integrated on a
printed circuit board comprising a LED control unit for
controlling the array 52 of LEDs. A power supply signal
and a control signal may be externally accessible to feed
the LED chip set and the LED control unit and to control
the emittance of light by the array 52 of light emitting
diodes 18, 20.
[0050] The apparatus 10b further comprises a light
sensor 54 which may be used to detect an intensity and/or
a chromaticity of the mixed colored light beam 12 by
measuring a leakage light 56 which is a small amount of
the mixed colored light beam 12. The light sensor 54 may
comprise photo sensors, photo diodes, CCD elements,
light conductors, solar cells or other optically sensitive
elements. The light sensor 54 can be arranged anywhere
in the apparatus 10b where a sufficient amount of leakage
light 56 may be detected and where the main part of the
mixed colored light beam 12 is not disturbed.
[0051] In a preferred embodiment, the light sensor 54
is arranged in the light emitting space of the lens 44, for
example attached to the lens holder 30b.
[0052] A light control signal 57 at a light control output
58 is provided by the light sensor 54 which light control
signal 57 provides information related to intensity and/or
mixing degree of the mixed colored light beam 12. The
light control signal 57 may be used to adjust the moving
direction 32 and the movement position x of the actuator
46 to control the size and/or intensity of the mixed colored
light beam 12, for example, by a feedback loop.
[0053] The light control signal 57 may be used to con-
trol the dimming or color mixture degree of the light emit-
ters 18, 20, for example by a feedback loop.
[0054] The light control signal 57 may be used to con-
trol the lens feature control signal controlling a refraction
index of the fluid lens features 42 or to control a refraction
index of the lens 44 when the lens 44 is implemented as
a fluid lens.
[0055] Alternatively or additionally the light control sig-
nal 57 may control the mixing structures control signal to
move specific mixing structures 38 from the plurality of
mixing structures 38 in the optical path when the mixing
structures 38 are movable arranged in the apparatus 10b.

The lens control signal for controlling a movement of a
plurality of lenses in the optical path, when a plurality of
lenses 44 are movable attached to the lens holder 30b,
may also be controlled by the light control signal 57.
[0056] Fig. 4 depicts the dependency between position
x and beam size of the colored light beam 12. Depending
on the focal point 72 which is a characteristic property of
the lens 44, an axial movement 32 of the lens 44 varies
the size of the mixed colored light beam 12 at the pro-
jection object 70. In a position x = -1 of the lens 44 with
respect to the lens holder 30b, the focal point 72 is located
before the projection object 70 such that a medium size
mixed colored light beam 12 is generated. In a position
x = 0, the focal point 72 is located directly at the projection
object 70 such that the mixed colored light beam 12 has
a narrow size. In a position x = 1, the focal point 72 is
located behind the projection object 70, such that the
mixed colored light beam 12 has, again, a medium size.
In the positions x = 2 and x = -2, the focal point 72 is
located behind (x=2) or before (x=-2) the projection object
70, respectively and has a large size. This dependency
is depicted in Fig. 4 which illustrates the relation between
different positions x of the (Fresnel) lens 44 with respect
to the lens holder 30b and the corresponding beam size
of the mixed colored light beam projected at the projection
object 70. The projection object 70 may be a projection
screen, a stage to be illuminated or a person, for example,
an actor who shall be illuminated.
[0057] Fig. 5 shows an apparatus 10c for outputting a
mixed colored light beam 12 according to another em-
bodiment of the invention. The apparatus 10c comprises
a plurality of light mixers 14b corresponding to the light
mixer 14b as depicted in Fig. 3 with associated mixing
structures 38. The light mixers 14b are used to mix a
plurality of light beams R,G received from a plurality of
light emitters 18, 20 which correspond to the light emitters
depicted in Fig. 4.
[0058] A single lens 28 is used for collecting the light
received from the plurality of light mixers 14b. The lens
28 is attached to a lens holder 30b which corresponds
to the lens holder 30b depicted in Fig. 3. In this embod-
iment, the light of a multiple number of arrays 52 of light
emitters 18, 20 is collected and focused, such that an
intensity of the projected mixed colored light beam 12 is
higher than an intensity of the light beam 12 projected
by the apparatus 10b as depicted in Fig. 3. Instead of the
single lens 28 a dome lens, a bi-convex lens, a plano-
convex lens, a lens array, a Fresnel lens or lens array, a
fluid lens or lens array, a holographic lens or lens array
or any other patterned or structured optical material hav-
ing the desired beam-forming or collimating characteris-
tics may be used.
[0059] In a preferred embodiment, the light mixers 14b
and the arrays 52 of light emitters 18, 20 are of the same
type to facilitate a manufacturing process. Due to the
form of the light mixers 14b, an arraying of the light mixers
14b is easily to achieve. The light mixers 14b may be
arrayed in a rectangular, circular, hexagonal, octagonal

11 12 



EP 2 211 089 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

or in any other regular or irregular structure. The lens
holder 30b may be used to move the lens 28 or the lens
array in lateral direction inside the mixed-colored light
beam 12 in between the range of different light mixers
14b or outside the mixed-colored light beam 12 when a
wide-angle light mixing is desired.
[0060] The base plate 68 may comprise a common
power supply connector, a common LED light control sig-
nal connector and a common heat sink. The size of the
light mixers 14b may be equal to the size of the light mixer
14b as depicted in Fig. 3 and the size of the apparatus
10c may correspond to the number of light mixers 14b
integrated in the apparatus 10c times the size of an in-
dividual light mixer 14b.
[0061] Alternatively, the size of the apparatus 10c may
correspond to the size of the apparatus 10b as depicted
in Fig. 3. This may be achieved by reducing the size of
the individual light mixers 14b compared to their original
size.
[0062] Fig. 6 shows a method 100 for outputting a
mixed colored light beam. The method 100 comprises a
first step 102 "mixing light received from at least two light
emitters, each of the two light emitters having a differently
colored light output to obtain mixed light, such that a mix-
ing degree of the mixed light is at least 50%, wherein a
mixing degree of 100% is a fully mixed light" and a second
step 104 "varying a size of a light beam of the mixed light
by moving a lens within the light beam of the mixed light".
[0063] Fig. 7a shows a sectional view of a lens holder
according to an embodiment of the invention. The sec-
tional view depicts the plane formed by the x-axis and y-
axis. The lens holder 30b may correspond to the lens
holder 30b as depicted in Figs. 3 and 4. In this embodi-
ment the lens 44 comprises two parts 44a, 44b which
may be moved between inside and outside of the mixed-
colored light beam 12 by a rotational movement 35 of the
actuator 46. The actuator may additionally initiate the ax-
ial movement 32 to move the two parts 44a, 44b of the
lens 44 in axial direction. This axial movement 32 is usu-
ally initiated when the two parts 44a, 44b are in contact
to form the lens 44.
[0064] By the rotational movement 35 of the actuator
46 the two parts 44a, 44b of the lens 44 may be pushed
into the optical path represented by the x-axis to activate
the lens 44. By the axial movement 32 the lens formed
by the two parts 44a, 44b may be moved along the optical
axis x to adjust the focal point and the size of the mixed-
colored light beam 12. The axial movement 32 and/or
the rotational movement 35 may be controlled by the lens
control signal.
[0065] When the lens 44 is moved outside the optical
path, the apparatus 10b may be operated as a wide angle
beam former without additionally absorbing light by the
lens 44.
[0066] The lens 44 may also be manufactured in more
than two parts which may be moved in the optical path.
The lens 44 may also be a lens array comprising a plu-
rality of micro-lenses which may be for example Fresnel

lenses.
[0067] Fig. 7b shows a top view of the lens holder 30b
depicted in Fig. 7a. The top view depicts the plane formed
by the y-axis and z-axis. The two parts 44a, 44b of the
lens 44 are opened such that the mixed-colored light
beam 12 is not influenced by the lens 44.
[0068] Fig. 8a shows a sectional view of a lens holder
according to another embodiment of the invention. The
sectional view depicts the plane formed by the x-axis and
y-axis. The lens holder 30b may correspond to the lens
holder 30b as depicted in Figs. 3 and 4. In this embodi-
ment the lens 44 comprises two parts 44a, 44b which
may be moved between inside and outside of the mixed-
colored light beam 12 by a lateral movement 33 (y-axis)
of the actuator 46. The actuator may additionally initiate
the axial movement 32 to move the two parts 44a, 44b
of the lens 44 in axial direction. This axial movement 32
is usually initiated when the two parts 44a, 44b are in
contact to form the lens 44.
[0069] By the lateral movement 33 of the actuator 46
the two parts 44a, 44b of the lens 44 may be laterally
adjusted into the optical path represented by the x-axis
to activate the lens 44. By the axial movement 32 the
lens formed by the two parts 44a, 44b may be moved
along the optical axis x to adjust the focal point and the
size of the mixed-colored light beam 12. The axial move-
ment 32 and/or the lateral movement 33 may be control-
led by the lens control signal.
[0070] The parts 44a, 44b of the lens 44 may be at-
tached to four guide rods 31 which can be moved by the
actuator 46 in lateral direction y. The actuator 46 may be
configured to mechanically move the guide rods 31. Al-
ternatively a manual movement of the guide rods 31 is
possible. The lens 44 or the parts 44a, 44b of the lens
44, respectively, may be exchanged by unlocking the ac-
tuator, removing the lens 44 by the guide rods 31 and
inserting a new lens 44 with a different optical character-
istics, for example a dome lens, a bi-convex lens, a plano-
convex lens, a lens array, a Fresnel lens or lens array, a
fluid lens or lens array, a holographic lens or lens array
or any other patterned or structured optical material hav-
ing the desired beam-forming or collimating characteris-
tics. In the embodiment depicted in Fig. 8a the lens 44
has a round form. This embodiment does not exclude
other forms of the lens 44. The lens 44 may, for example,
have a squared or rectangular form which facilitates at-
taching the lens to the guide rods 31.
[0071] When the lens 44 is moved outside the optical
path, the apparatus 10b may be operated as a wide angle
beam former without additionally absorbing light by the
lens 44.
[0072] The lens 44 may also be manufactured in more
than two parts which may be moved in the optical path.
The lens 44 may also be a lens array comprising a plu-
rality of micro-lenses which may be for example Fresnel
lenses.
[0073] In another embodiment the lens 44 is made of
one part and may be laterally moved (by a transversal
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movement) inside or outside the optical path. The lens
44 may also be moved by a rotational movement inside
or outside the optical path.
[0074] Fig. 8b shows a top view of the lens holder 30b
depicted in Fig. 8a. The top view depicts the plane formed
by the y-axis and z-axis. The two parts 44a, 44b of the
lens 44 are pushed open such that the mixed-colored
light beam 12 is not influenced by the lens 44.

Claims

1. Apparatus (10) for outputting a mixed-colored light
beam (12), comprising:

a light mixer (14) being adapted to mix light (16)
received from at least two light emitters (18, 20),
each of the two light emitters (18, 20) having a
differently colored (R,G) light output (22, 24),
wherein the mixer (14) is adapted to mix the re-
ceived light (16) so that a mixing degree of mixed
light (26) output by the mixer (14) is at least 50%,
wherein a mixing degree of 100% is a fully mixed
light; and
a lens (28) being spaced apart from the light
mixer (14), wherein the lens (28) is attached to
a lens holder (30) in such a way that the lens
(28) can be moved (32) with respect to the light
mixer (14) in order to vary a size of the mixed-
colored light beam (12) output by the lens (28).

2. The apparatus (10) according to claim 1 in which the
mixer (14) is formed of a material having a refraction
index, which is higher than a refraction index of air.

3. The apparatus (10) according to claim 1 or claim 2
in which the mixer (14) is formed as a structure hav-
ing an increasing cross-sectional area from a light
reception end (34) to a light output end (36).

4. The apparatus (10) according to one of the claims 1
to 3 in which the mixer (14) has a mixing structure
(38) at an end (40) facing the lens (28).

5. The apparatus (10) according to claim 4 in which the
mixing structure (38) is a diffuser having a plurality
of lens features (42).

6. The apparatus according to one of the claims 1 to 5
in which the lens (28) is a Fresnel lens (44) having
a collective characteristics or in which the lens (28)
is an array of lenses having a collective characteris-
tics.

7. The apparatus (10) according to one of the claims 1
to 6 in which the lens holder (30) comprises an ac-
tuator (46) and a control input (48) for controlling the
actuator (46) in response to a control signal (50) re-

ceived via the control input (48).

8. The apparatus (10) according to claim 7 in which the
actuator (46) is adapted fo move the lens (28) be-
tween inside and outside of the mixed-colored light
beam (12).

9. The apparatus (10) according to one of the claims 1
to 8, further comprising an array (52) of light emitters
(18, 20) arrayed with respect to a receiving end (54)
of the mixer (14) so that emitted light (56) is coupled
into the mixer (14).

10. The apparatus (10) according to claim 9 in which the
light emitters (18, 20) are LED emitters (58) emitting
light of different colors (R,G), the LED emitters (58)
being integrated on a single chip (60) or being sep-
arate chips (62) fixedly positioned on a common cir-
cuit board (64).

11. The apparatus (10) according to claim 9 or claim 10
in which the light emitters (18, 20) are formed such
that a current consumption is above 5A.

12. The apparatus (10) according to one of the claims 7
to 10, further comprising a light sensor (54) for re-
ceiving a partial flux (56) of the mixed-colored light
beam (12); and wherein the apparatus (10) is adapt-
ed to provide the control signal (50) depending on
the partial flux (56) of the mixed-colored light beam
(12) received by the light sensor (54).

13. Method (100) for outputting a mixed colored light
beam, comprising:

mixing light received from at least two light emit-
ters, each of the two light emitters having a dif-
ferently colored light output, to obtain mixed
light, such that a mixing degree of the mixed light
is at least 50%, wherein a mixing degree of 100%
is a fully mixed light (102); and
varying a size of a light beam of the mixed light
by moving a lens within the light beam of the
mixed light (104).

14. Apparatus (10) for outputting a mixed-colored light
beam (12), comprising:

mixing means (14) for mixing light (16) received
from at least two light emitters (18, 20), each of
the two light emitters (18, 20) having a differently
colored (R,G) light output (22, 24), wherein the
mixing means (14) is adapted to mix the re-
ceived light (16) so that a mixing degree of mixed
light (26) output by the mixing means (14) is at
least 50%, wherein a mixing degree of 100% is
a fully mixed light; and
collecting means (28) for collecting light being
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spaced apart from the mixing means (14),
wherein the collecting means (28) is attached to
holding means (30) in such a way that the col-
lecting means (28) can be moved with respect
to the mixing means (14) in order to vary a size
of the mixed-colored light beam (12) output by
the collecting means (28).

15. Apparatus (10c) for outputting a mixed colored light
beam (12), comprising:

a plurality of light mixers (14b) according to claim
1 being arranged in an array structure; and
a lens (28) being spaced apart from the plurality
of light mixers (14b), wherein the lens (28) is
attached to a lens holder (30b) in such a way
that the lens (28) can be moved (32) with respect
to the plurality of light mixers (14b) in order to
vary a size of the mixed colored light beam (12)
output by the lens (28).
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