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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an engine, and
more specifically to an engine having a variable valve
mechanism arranged to switch a lift degree of a valve
between a high speed state and a low speed state.

2. Description of the Background Art

[0002] JP 2002-303109 discloses a speed range se-
lectable valve mechanism for an internal combustion en-
gine. In this valve mechanism, a camshaft includes low
and high cam noses, and a valve supported at a cylinder
head is selectively engaged with one of the high and low
cam noses by the cam-linkage, which allows the valve
to be opened or closed according to the high and low
speed ranges of the internal combustion engine. First
and second rocker arms are pivotally supported at the
cylinder head. The swinging end of the first rocker arm
and the low cam nose are engaged with each other by
the cam-linkage, and the swinging end of the second
rocker arm and the high cam nose are engaged with each
other by the cam-linkage. A columnar engaging member
(connecting pin) is supported at the first rocker arm so
that it can slide therein in a reciprocating manner. The
engaging member slides and projects from the side of
the first rocker arm to the side of the second rocker arm
in such a manner that it can advance/withdraw. This al-
lows the first and second rocker arms to be detachably
engaged with each other. The cylinder head is provided
with a hydraulic actuator that applies an external force
upon the engaging member against the energizing force
of an engagement releasing spring. The actuator in-
cludes a cylinder hole (hydraulic cylinder) formed at the
cylinder head and a piston (hydraulic piston) snugly in-
serted into the cylinder hole so that the piston can slide
in the hole in a reciprocating manner. The cylinder hole
leads to the hydraulic pump through an oil passage. The
oil passage is formed at the cylinder head. A coil-shaped
rocker arm spring (lost motion spring) is fitted onto the
pivotal shaft of the rocker arm and the spring urges the
second rocker arm so that the second rocker arm and
the high cam nose are engaged with each other by the
cam-linkage.
[0003] The hydraulic actuator is provided between the
valve springs in the valve mechanism but the spacing
between the valve springs is small in a small size engine
and therefore there is little free space. Since the cylinder
hole (hydraulic cylinder) is formed at the cylinder head,
it is difficult to form the cylinder holes with high precision
in a multi-cylinder engine. It is also difficult to assemble
the piston of the hydraulic actuator and the rocker arm.
In addition, the complicated oil passage is difficult to form.
[0004] JP 10-18826 A discloses a variable mechanism

capable of carrying out various kinds of switching about
the opening/closing timing, the lift degree, and the stop-
ping timing for intake or exhaust valves in an internal
combustion engine. In the variable valve mechanism, five
supports are attached in such locations that they hold
the four cylinders among them, and a rocker shaft is in-
serted through these supports. One T-shaped low speed
rocker arm is swingably provided at the rocker shaft for
each cylinder. A camshaft is rotatably supported at each
support, and a low speed cam used to swing the low
speed rocker arm is provided at the camshaft. The vari-
able valve mechanism includes a switching device used
to switch the opening/closing timing and lift degree of a
valve between two stages, i.e., the high speed state and
the low speed state. The switching device includes a high
speed rocker arm that is adjacent to the low speed rocker
arm, swingably provided at the rocker shaft and does not
directly push the valve, a high speed cam that swings
the high speed rocker arm, and a hydraulic piston driving
a switch pin that connects or disconnects the high speed
rocker arm and the low speed rocker arm between each
other.
[0005] However, the low speed rocker arm in the valve
mechanism pushes two valves together in the same cyl-
inder and therefore different lift degrees cannot be set
for these valves. In addition, the low speed rocker arm
is provided at the bore center and therefore the camshaft
cannot be supported at the bore center. Therefore, the
supporting rigidity of the camshaft is low and the valve
mechanism is not suitable for high speed engines.
[0006] EP 1,728,976 A1 describes a multicylinder in-
ternal combustion engine comprising a cam shaft having
at least one cam for depressing a rocker arm, and at least
one cam carrier, said cam carrier being detachably
mounted on a cylinder head, and being formed integrally
with a cam shaft bearing portion and with a rocker shaft
support section, said rocker shaft support section inde-
pendently supporting a rocker shaft inserted in the rocker
shaft support section.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is an object of the invention to provide an im-
proved engine that can be reduced in size and that has
a camshaft with high supporting rigidity and a variable
valve mechanism that can easily be assembled.
[0008] This object is achieved by an engine according
to claim 1.
[0009] An engine according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention has a variable valve mechanism
arranged to switch a lift degree of a valve between a low
speed state and a high speed state and includes a cam
carrier, a rocker shaft, a low speed rocker arm, a high
speed rocker arm, a hydraulic switching device, and a
hydraulic cylinder support for a hydraulic cylinder of the
hydraulic switching device or acting as a hydraulic cylin-
der of the hydraulic switching device. The cam carrier
includes a cam bearing portion and a rocker shaft sup-
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port. The cam bearing portion is provided on a straight
line passing through a bore center of a cylinder in a plane
that is perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to a
camshaft and supports the camshaft. The cam carrier is
detachably provided at a cylinder head. The rocker shaft
is arranged parallel or substantially parallel with the cam-
shaft at the rocker shaft support. The low speed rocker
arm is swingably supported by the rocker shaft and
swings according to the low speed cam of the camshaft
to push a stem end surface of the valve. The high speed
rocker arm is swingably supported by the rocker shaft,
aligned with the low speed rocker arm and swings ac-
cording to the high speed cam of the camshaft. The
switching device is arranged to disconnect the low speed
rocker arm and the high speed rocker arm in the low
speed state and connect the low speed rocker arm and
the high speed rocker arm in the high speed state. The
thickness of the hydraulic cylinder support in the axial
direction of the camshaft is larger than the distance be-
tween outer circumferences of intake or exhaust valve
springs in the cylinder head.
[0010] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the cam bearing portion of the cam
carrier is provided at the bore center, and not only the
cam bearing portion but also the rocker shaft support that
supports the rocker shaft is provided at the cam carrier,
so that the supporting rigidity of the camshaft may be
maintained highly while the engine may be easily assem-
bled.
[0011] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the low speed rocker arm includes a
through hole arranged parallel or substantially parallel
with the rocker shaft. The cam carrier further includes a
hydraulic cylinder support. The switching device includes
a connecting pin, a hydraulic cylinder, and a hydraulic
piston. The connecting pin is slidably inserted into the
through hole and urged toward the hydraulic cylinder sup-
port. The hydraulic cylinder is provided in the hydraulic
cylinder support. The hydraulic piston is slidably inserted
into the hydraulic cylinder and abutted against the con-
necting pin. The high speed rocker arm includes an en-
gagement portion that is engaged with the connecting
pin projecting from the through hole. The hydraulic cyl-
inder may be snugly inserted into a hole arranged in the
cam bearing portion, while the hole itself may be used
as a hydraulic cylinder. More specifically, the hydraulic
cylinder may be provided either separately from or inte-
grally with the cam bearing portion.
[0012] In this way, the hydraulic cylinder and the hy-
draulic piston are provided in the cam bearing portion so
that the engine can be reduced in size.
[0013] Other features, elements, steps, characteristics
and advantages of the present invention will become
more apparent from the following detailed description of
preferred embodiments of the present invention with ref-
erence to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Fig. 1 is a sectional view of an engine according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
[0015] Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken along line II-II in
Fig. 1.
[0016] Fig. 3 is a plan view of the cam carrier and var-
ious components assembled thereinto shown in Fig. 1.
[0017] Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along line IV-IV
in Fig. 3.
[0018] Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along line V-V
in Fig. 1.
[0019] Fig. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the
cam carrier and various components assembled there-
into shown in Fig. 1.
[0020] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the cam carrier
and various components assembled thereinto shown in
Fig. 6.
[0021] Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the low speed
rocker arm, the high speed rocker arm, the rocker shaft,
the lost motion spring, the lost motion spring shaft, the
connecting pin, the hydraulic piston, and the hydraulic
cylinder shown in Fig. 7.

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0022] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which the same or correspond-
ing elements are designated by the same reference char-
acters, and their description will not be repeated.
[0023] Fig. 1 is a sectional view of an engine according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Fig.
2 is a sectional view taken along line II-II in Fig. 1. Fig. 3
is a plan view of the cam carrier and various components
assembled thereinto shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a sectional
view taken along line IV-IV in Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a sectional
view taken along line V-V in Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is an exploded
perspective view of the cam carrier and various compo-
nents assembled thereinto shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is a
perspective view of the cam carrier shown in Fig. 6 and
various elements assembled thereinto. Fig. 8 is a per-
spective view of the low speed rocker arm, the high speed
rocker arm, the rocker shaft, the lost motion spring, the
lost motion spring shaft, the connecting pin, the hydraulic
piston, and the hydraulic cylinder shown in Fig. 7.
[0024] The DOHC (Double Over Head Camshaft) en-
gine according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention includes a variable valve mechanism that
switches the lift degrees of the intake and exhaust valves
between two stages, i.e., a low speed state and a high
speed state. More specifically, with reference to Figs. 1
and 2, the engine 10 includes a cylinder 12, a cylinder
head 14 detachably connected to the cylinder 12, and a
cam carrier 16 detachably connected to the cylinder head
14. If, for example, the engine is a four-cylinder engine,
four cylinders 12 are arranged in series. In the engine
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10, the structure is preferably the same for each cylinder.
A preferred embodiment will be described in the following
paragraphs with reference to one cylinder.
[0025] With reference to Fig. 1, the cylinder head 14
includes an intake port 18, an exhaust port 20, an intake
valve 22, an exhaust valve 24, valve springs 26 and 28,
and valve spring storing spaces 30 and 32. The engine
is a four-valve type engine with two intake valves 22 and
two exhaust valves 24. Valve springs 26 and 28 are
wound around rods 34 and 36 of the intake and exhaust
valves 22 and 24 and stored in the valve spring storing
spaces 30 and 32, respectively. A partition wall 37 is de-
fined between the valve spring storing space 30 on the
intake side and the valve spring storing space 32 on the
exhaust side. With reference to Fig. 2, a partition wall 38
is defined between the two valve spring storing spaces
30 on the intake side. While the arrangement is the same
as Fig. 2 and therefore is not shown, a partition wall is
also defined between the two valve spring storing spaces
32 on the exhaust side. The partition walls 38 in this ex-
ample each preferably have the same thickness in any
of the locations, but the thickness may be different among
the locations.
[0026] With reference to Figs. 1 and 3 to 7, the cam
carrier 16 includes cam bearing portions 44 and 46 that
rotatably support two camshafts 40 and 42, respectively,
a rocker shaft support 52 that supports rocker shafts 48
to 51, and hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and 45. The
cam bearing portions 44 and 46, the rocker shaft support
52, and the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and 45 are
integral. With reference to Figs. 3 and 5, the cam bearing
portions 44 and 46 are aligned on a straight line 55 that
passes a bore center (the center of the cylinder 12) 53
in a plane perpendicular or substantially perpendicular
to the camshafts 40 and 42. The cam carrier 16 is sep-
arately arranged for each of the cylinders. Therefore, in
the four-cylinder engine, four such cam carriers 16 are
provided. The camshafts 40 and 42 are supported com-
monly by the four cam carriers 16 that are aligned.
[0027] With reference to Figs. 6 and 7, the cam bearing
portions 44 and 46 have semi-circular or substantially
semi-circular cutouts 54 and 56, respectively, and the
camshafts 40 and 42 are laid on the cutouts. The cam-
shafts 40 and 42 each have a low speed cam 39 with a
small displacement and a high speed cam 41 with a large
displacement. Holders 62 and 64 having cutouts 58 and
60 that are symmetrical to the cutouts 54 and 56 are
attached to the cam bearing portions 44 and 46 by bolts
66 and 67 so that the camshafts 40 and 42 are held be-
tween them. In this way, the camshafts 40 and 42 are
rotatably supported.
[0028] With reference to Figs. 3 to 7, the rocker shaft
support 52 includes a rectangular or substantially rectan-
gular shaped central portion 68, flat ends 70 and 72, and
a connecting portion 74 that connects the central portion
68 and the end portions 70 and 72. The central portion
68 has a through hole 78 through which an ignition plug
76 can be attached/detached to/from the cylinder head

14. The rocker shafts 48 to 51 are attached to the rocker
shaft support 52 in parallel or substantially parallel with
the camshafts 40 and 42. Four of such rocker shafts 48
to 51 are provided corresponding to the four valves 22
and 24. More specifically, the rocker shafts 48 and 50
bridge between the central portion 68 and the end portion
70. The rocker shafts 49 and 51 bridge between the cen-
tral portion 68 and the end portion 72. The rocker shafts
48 and 50 are abutted against the rocker shafts 49 and
51, respectively, in the central portion 68. In the central
portion 68, the rocker shafts 48 to 51 each have a portion
cut away in a circular or substantially circular shape along
the through hole 78.
[0029] With reference to Figs. 1 to 7, low speed rocker
arms 80 to 83 are swingably supported by the rocker
shafts 48 to 51. The four low speed rocker arms 80 to 83
are provided to correspond to the four valves 22 and 24.
The tip ends of the low speed rocker arms 80 to 83 push
the stem end surfaces 79 of the intake and exhaust valves
22 and 24. The low speed rocker arms 80 and 81 swing
according to the low speed cam 39 of the camshaft 40
on the intake side and thus directly push the intake valves
22. The low speed rocker arms 82 and 83 swing accord-
ing to the low speed cam 39 of the camshaft 42 on the
exhaust side and thus directly push the exhaust valves
24.
[0030] High speed rocker arms 84 to 87 are swingably
supported by the rocker shafts 48 to 51. The four high
speed rocker arms 84 to 87 are provided corresponding
to the four valves 22 and 24. The high speed rocker arms
84 to 87 are provided adjacent to the low speed rocker
arms 80 to 83, respectively. The high speed rocker arms
84 and 85 swing according to the high speed cam 41 of
the camshaft 40 on the intake side. The high speed rocker
arms 84 and 85 do not directly push the intake valves
22. The high speed rocker arms 86 and 87 swing accord-
ing to the high speed cam 41 of the camshaft 42 on the
exhaust side. The high speed rocker arms 86 and 87 do
not directly push the exhaust valves 24.
[0031] With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, the low speed
rocker arms 80 to 83 are provided more on the side of
the cam bearing portions 44 and 46 than the high speed
rocker arms 84 to 87 and each have a circular or sub-
stantially circular through hole 88. The through holes 88
are arranged parallel or substantially parallel to the rocker
shafts 48 to 51.
[0032] With reference to Fig. 6, the engine 10 further
includes a switching device 89 that disconnects the low
speed rocker arms 80 to 83 and the high speed rocker
arms 84 to 87 in a low speed state and connects the low
speed rocker arms 80 to 83 and the high speed rocker
arms 84 to 87 in a high speed state.
[0033] More specifically, with reference to Figs. 2, 5,
and 6, the switching device 89 includes a columnar con-
necting pin 90, a cylindrical hydraulic cylinder 92, a co-
lumnar hydraulic piston 94, and a spring 98.
[0034] The connecting pin 90 has a circular or sub-
stantially circular rim 96 at its head. The connecting pin
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90 has the spring 98 wound therearound. The connecting
pin 90 is slidably inserted into the through hole 88 from
its bottom. The connecting pin 90 is therefore urged to-
ward the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and 45. The con-
necting pin 90 is longer than the through hole 88. There-
fore, when the connecting pin 90 is thoroughly inserted
into the through hole 88, the bottom of the connecting
pin 90 projects from the opposite end of the through hole
88.
[0035] The hydraulic cylinder 92 is provided in each of
the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and 45. More specifi-
cally, a circular through hole 100 is arranged under each
of the cutouts 54 and 56 of the cam bearing portions 44
and 46. The hydraulic cylinder 92 is snugly inserted into
the through hole 100 and fixed in the hydraulic cylinder
supports 43 and 45.
[0036] In this example, the through hole 100 of the hy-
draulic cylinder 92 is perforated in the hydraulic cylinder
supports 43 and 45 and then the hydraulic cylinder 92 is
inserted snugly into the through hole 100, while the
through hole 100 itself may be used as a hydraulic cyl-
inder without fitting any element in the through hole 100.
[0037] In addition, hydraulic pistons 94 on both sides
are inserted into the hydraulic cylinders 92 inserted snug-
ly in the common through holes 100 in this example, but
two independent non-penetrating holes having different
axial centers may be perforated from both sides of the
hydraulic cylinder supports and then the hydraulic cylin-
ders may be inserted into the non-penetrating holes. In
this case, the hydraulic cylinders are aligned in the direc-
tion perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the
camshaft, so that the width of the hydraulic cylinder sup-
ports can further be narrowed.
[0038] The hydraulic piston 94 has a circular or sub-
stantially circular rim 102 at its head. The hydraulic piston
94 is slidably inserted into the hydraulic cylinder 92 from
its bottom. The head (rim 102) of the hydraulic piston 94
is abutted against the head (rim 96) of the connecting pin
90.
[0039] In this way, the hydraulic cylinders 92 and the
hydraulic pistons 94 are provided under the cam bearing
portions 44 and 46, and therefore the switching device
89 can be compactly mounted in a small engine with a
narrow inter-valve spring distance. In this example, as
shown in Fig. 2, the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and
45 are wider than the distance between the two valve
springs 26 on the intake side. More specifically, the thick-
ness D1 of the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 in the axial
direction of the camshafts 40 and 42 is larger than the
distance D2 between the outer circumferences of the
valve springs 26.
[0040] With reference to Figs. 5 to 8, the high speed
rocker arms 84 to 87 each have an engagement portion
104 that is engaged with the bottom of the connecting
pin 90 projecting from the through hole 88. The engage-
ment portion 104 is preferably a semi-circular or substan-
tially semi-circular cutout and the connecting pin 90 is
engaged with the cutout.

[0041] With reference to Figs. 1 and 6 to 8, the rocker
shaft support 52 is provided with a lost-motion spring
shaft 106 arranged in parallel or substantially parallel with
the camshafts 40 and 42. Four such lost-motion spring
shafts 106 are provided corresponding to the four valves
22 and 24. More specifically, the lost-motion spring shafts
106 bridge between the central portion 68 and the end
portions 70 and 72. A lost-motion spring 108 is wound
around the lost-motion spring shaft 106 and latched on
each of the high speed rocker arms 84 to 87 and the
connecting portion 74. More specifically, the high speed
rocker arms 84 to 87 each have a latch slot 110 defined
by a semi-circular or substantially semi-circular shape
and one end of the lost-motion spring 108 is latched there.
The connecting portion 74 has a latch slot 112 cut in a
rectangular or substantially rectangular shape and the
other end of the lost motion spring 108 is latched there.
Therefore, the high speed rocker arms 84 to 87 are urged
toward the high speed cam 41.
[0042] With reference to Fig. 1, on the intake side, the
axial center of the lost-motion spring shaft 106 is provided
outside the range defined by connecting the axial center
of the camshaft 40 on the intake side, the axial center of
the rocker shaft 48, and the midpoint of the stem end
surface 79 of the intake valve 22. On the exhaust side,
the axial center of the lost motion spring shaft 106 is
provided outside the range defined by connecting the
axial center of the camshaft 42 on the exhaust side, the
axial center of the rocker shaft 50 and the midpoint of the
stem end surface 79 of the exhaust valve 24.
[0043] With reference to Figs. 1 and 3 to 5, the cam
carrier 16 is attached to the cylinder head 14 preferably
by bolts 67 and 114, for example. With reference to Figs.
4 and 5, the lower surfaces 116 of the cam bearing por-
tions 44 and 46 are connected to the upper surface 118
of the cylinder head 14. A groove 120 in communication
with the hydraulic cylinder 92 is defined at the lower sur-
faces 116 of the cam bearing portions 44 and 46. The
groove 120 defines an oil passage. With reference to Fig.
6, the hydraulic cylinder 92 has an opening 122 in com-
munication with the groove 120. Therefore, oil let out from
a hydraulic pump (not shown) comes into the hydraulic
cylinder 92 via an OCV (Oil Control Valve) (not shown)
from the groove 120 through the opening 122. The groove
120 feeds oil to both sides and pushes the hydraulic pis-
tons 94 on both sides. More specifically, the groove 120
is shared by the hydraulic pistons 94 on both sides.
[0044] The groove 120 is open to the side of the lower
surface 116 and therefore it is easier to form the groove
120 rather than a hole. The groove 120 may be arranged
at the upper surface 118 of the cylinder head 14 instead
of at the lower surface 116 of the cam carrier 16. The
groove 120 in this example is preferably straight, but it
may be curved. It is easy to form grooves if their curves
are complicated.
[0045] With reference to Figs. 1, 4 and 6, the central
portion 68 and the ends 70 and 72 of the rocker shaft
support 52 have a projecting portion 124 that projects
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beyond the lower surface 116 of each of the cam bearing
portions 44 and 46. The rocker shafts 48 to 51 are at-
tached to the projecting portion 124.
[0046] In a high speed state, the OCV on the oil pas-
sage is opened to increase the oil pressure in the groove
120 and the hydraulic piston 94 is pushed to the outside.
The connecting pins 90 are pushed accordingly and in-
serted into the through holes 88 of the low speed rocker
arms 80 to 83. In this way, the bottoms of the connecting
pins 90 are projected from the opposite ends of the
through holes 88. The high speed rocker arms 84 to 87
are urged toward the high speed cam 41 by the lost-
motion springs 108 and the engagement portions 104
are engaged with the connecting pins 90 projecting from
the through holes 88. In this way, when the high speed
rocker arms 84 to 87 are greatly swung according to the
high speed cam 41 with a large displacement, the low
speed rocker arms 80 to 83 are also greatly swung to-
gether with the high speed rocker arms 84 to 87. In re-
sponse, the low speed rocker arms 80 to 83 push the
intake or exhaust valves 22 and 24 by the stem end sur-
faces 79 and the intake or exhaust valves 22 and 24 are
widely opened.
[0047] On the other hand, in a low speed state, the
OCV on the oil passage is closed to decrease the oil
pressure in the grooves 120 and the energizing force of
the springs 98 pushes the connecting pins 90 back to-
ward the hydraulic cylinder supports 43 and 45. In this
way, the hydraulic pistons 94 are pushed into the hydrau-
lic cylinders 92 and the bottoms of the connecting pins
90 are completely retained inside the through holes 88.
Therefore, when the low speed rocker arms 80 to 83 are
slightly swung according to the low speed cam 39 with a
small displacement, the low speed rocker arms 80 to 83
push the intake or exhaust valves 22 and 24 by the stem
end surfaces 79 and the intake or exhaust valves 22 and
24 are narrowly opened. At the time, the high speed rock-
er arms 84 to 87 are greatly swung according to the high
speed cam 41, but the bottoms of the connecting pins 90
do not project from the through holes 88, and therefore
the high speed rocker arms 84 to 87 do not push anything
(idle movement).
[0048] According to this preferred embodiment, the
cam bearing portions 44 and 46 are aligned on a straight
line 55 passing through the bore center 53, and therefore
the supporting rigidity of the camshafts 40 and 42 can be
maintained in a high level. The cam bearing portions 44
and 46 as well as the rocker shaft support 52 is integral
at the cam carrier 16 and after all the components are
assembled to the cam carrier 16, the cam carrier 16 can
be attached to the cylinder head 14, so that the assem-
bling of the engine 10 can be easier.
[0049] The hydraulic cylinders 92 and the hydraulic
pistons 94 are provided at the hydraulic cylinder supports
43 and 45 positioned under the cam bearing portions 44
and 46, and therefore the thickness D1 of the hydraulic
cylinder supports 43 and 45 in the axial direction of the
camshafts 40 and 42 can be larger than the distance D2

between the outer circumferences of the valve springs
26. Therefore, the hydraulic cylinders 92 and the hydrau-
lic pistons 94 can be mounted compactly for a small en-
gine with a narrow inter-valve spring distance.
[0050] The oil passage arranged to provide the hydrau-
lic cylinders 92 with oil pressure is the groove 120 rather
than a hole, and therefore the groove 120 can easily be
formed by carrying out working of the lower surfaces 116
of the cam bearing portions 44 and 46. When die-casting
is employed, the work for forming the groove is not nec-
essary. The oil passage including the groove 120 can be
simplified or shortened. Consequently, the variable valve
mechanism can be reduced in size and the switching
response can be improved.
[0051] Since the cam carrier 16 is arranged individually
for each of the cylinders, holes for the rocker shafts 48
to 51 and the lost motion spring shaft 106 and the through
hole 100 for the hydraulic cylinder 92 can be perforated
for each cylinder, and various components can be as-
sembled into the cam carrier 16 for each cylinder. In this
way, the working/assembling to the cam carrier 16 is eas-
ily carried out and therefore large size equipment therefor
is not necessary.
[0052] In a conventional variable valve mechanism in
which the lost motion springs are wound around the rock-
er shafts, the low speed rocker arms, the high speed
rocker arms and the lost motion springs occupy a large
width in the axial direction and therefore the mechanism
cannot be mounted in a small size engine. Stated differ-
ently, since the axial width is limited, the boss width of
the rocker shaft portion of the rocker arm must be re-
duced. Therefore, the inclination of the rocker arm in-
creases. In contrast, according to the preferred embod-
iments of the present invention, the axial center of the
lost motion spring shaft 106 is outside the range defined
by connecting the axial centers of the camshafts 40 and
42, the axial centers of the rocker shafts 48 and 50, and
the midpoints of the stem end surfaces 79 of the valves
22 and 24. The lost motion springs 108 are wound around
the lost motion spring shafts 106, not around the rocker
shafts 48 and 50, so that the low speed rocker arms 80
to 83, the high speed rocker arms 84 to 87, and the lost
motion springs 108 are less likely to interfere with one
another. Therefore, the axial width occupied by these
elements can be reduced and the structure can be com-
pact and lightweight.
[0053] Furthermore, the rocker shaft support 52 has a
projecting portion 124 projecting beyond the lower sur-
faces of the cam bearing portions 44 and 46, and the
rocker shafts 48 to 51 are attached to the projecting por-
tion 124. Therefore, if the connecting surface of the lower
surfaces 116 of the cam carrier 16 and the upper surface
118 of the cylinder head 14 cannot be set low because
of limitations such as the layout of the exhaust port 20,
the height of the cylinder head 14 can be reduced by
providing the rocker shafts 48 to 51 in a level lower than
the connecting surface, so that the structure can be com-
pact.
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[0054] Since the low speed rocker arms 80 to 83, the
high speed rocker arms 84 to 87, the connecting pin 90,
the hydraulic piston 94 are provided for each of the intake
or exhaust valves 22 and 24, different lift degrees can be
set for the intake or exhaust valves 22 and 24.

Claims

1. An engine (10) having a variable valve mechanism
arranged to switch a lift degree of a valve (22, 24)
between a low speed state and a high speed state,
the engine (10) comprising:

a cam carrier (16) including a cam bearing por-
tion (44, 46) provided on a straight line (55) pass-
ing through a bore center (53) of a cylinder (12)
in a plane parallel or substantially perpendicular
to a camshaft (40, 42) and arranged to support
the camshaft (40, 42) and a rocker shaft support
(52), the cam carrier (16) being detachably pro-
vided at a cylinder head (14); and
a rocker shaft (48 to 51) arranged parallel or
substantially parallel to the camshaft (40, 42) at
the rocker shaft support (52);
characterized by
a low speed rocker arm (80 to 83) swingably
supported by the rocker shaft (48 to 51) and ar-
ranged to swing according to a low speed cam
(39) of the camshaft (40, 42) to push a stem end
surface (79) of the valve (22, 24);
a high speed rocker arm (84 to 87) swingably
supported by the rocker shaft (48 to 51), aligned
with the low speed rocker arm (80 to 83), and
arranged to swing according to a high speed
cam (41) of the camshaft (40, 42); and
a hydraulic switching device (89) arranged to
disconnect the low speed rocker arm (80 to 83)
and the high speed rocker arm (84 to 87) in the
low speed state and connect the low speed rock-
er arm (80 to 83) and the high speed rocker arm
(84 to 87) in the high speed state,
wherein the cam carrier (16) further includes a
hydraulic cylinder support (43, 45) for a hydraulic
cylinder (92) of the hydraulic switching device
(89) or acting as a hydraulic cylinder of the hy-
draulic switching device (89), and
wherein the thickness (D1) of the hydraulic cyl-
inder support (43, 45) in the axial direction of the
camshaft (40, 42) is larger than the distance (D2)
between outer circumferences of intake or ex-
haust valve springs (26, 28) in the cylinder head
(14).

2. The engine (10) according to claim 1, wherein
the low speed rocker arm (80 to 83) includes a
through hole (88) arranged parallel or substantially
parallel to the rocker shaft (48 to 51); and

the switching device (89) comprises:

a connecting pin (90) slidably inserted into the
through hole (88) and urged toward the hydraulic
cylinder support (43, 45);
a hydraulic cylinder (92) provided in the hydrau-
lic cylinder support (43, 45); and
a hydraulic piston (94) slidably inserted into the
hydraulic cylinder (92) and abutted against the
connecting pin (90); and

the high speed rocker arm (84 to 87) includes an
engagement portion (104) engaged with the con-
necting pin (90) projecting from the through hole (88).

3. The engine (10) according to claim 2, wherein the
cam bearing portion (44, 46) includes a lower surface
(116) arranged to contact an upper surface (118) of
the cylinder head (14), and a groove (120) leading
to the hydraulic cylinder (92) is arranged at the lower
surface (116) of the cam bearing portion (44, 46) or
the upper surface (118) of the cylinder head (14).

4. The engine (10) according to one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the cam carrier (16) is individually arranged
for each cylinder (12).

5. The engine (10) according to one of claims 1 to 4,
further comprising:

a lost motion spring shaft (106) attached to the
rocker shaft support (52) substantially parallel
to the camshaft (40, 42); and
a lost motion spring (108) wound around the lost
motion spring shaft (106) and latched at the high
speed rocker arm (84 to 87); wherein
the lost motion spring shaft (106) has an axial
center positioned outside a range defined by
connecting an axial center of the camshaft (40,
42), an axial center of the rocker shaft (48 to 51),
and a midpoint of a stem end surface (79) of the
valve (22, 24).

6. The engine (10) according to one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein
the rocker shaft support (52) includes a projecting
portion (124) arranged to project beyond a lower sur-
face (116) of the cam bearing portion (44, 46); and
the rocker shaft (48 to 51) is attached to the project-
ing portion (124).

7. The engine (10) according to one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the low speed rocker arm (80 to 83), the
high speed rocker arm (84 to 87), and the switching
device (89) are provided for each valve (22, 24).

11 12 



EP 2 093 391 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Motor (10) mit einem variablen Ventilmechanis-
mus, der angeordnet ist, um einen Anhebegrad ei-
nes Ventils (22, 24) zwischen einem Niedrigge-
schwindigkeitszustand und einem Hochgeschwin-
digkeitszustand umzuschalten, wobei der Motor (10)
folgende Merkmale aufweist:

einen Nockenträger (16) mit einem Nockenla-
gerabschnitt (44, 46), der an einer geraden Linie
(55) vorgesehen ist, die durch eine Bohrungs-
mitte (53) eines Zylinders (12) verläuft, in einer
Ebene parallel oder im Wesentlichen senkrecht
zu einer Nockenwelle (40, 42), und angeordnet
ist, um die Nockenwelle (40, 42) und eine Kip-
pelementwellenhalterung (52) zu halten, wobei
der Nockenträger (16) lösbar an einem Zylinder-
kopf (14) vorgesehen ist; und
eine Kippelementwelle (48 bis 51), die parallel
oder im Wesentlichen parallel zu der Nocken-
welle (40, 42) an der Kippelementwellenhalte-
rung (52) angeordnet ist;
gekennzeichnet durch:

einen Niedriggeschwindigkeits-Kipparm
(80-83), der schwingfähig durch die Kipp-
elementwelle (48-51) gehalten wird und an-
geordnet ist, um gemäß einer Niedrigge-
schwindigkeits-Nocke (39) der Nokkenwel-
le (40, 42) zu schwingen, um eine Schaf-
tendoberfläche (79) des Ventils (22, 24) zu
drücken;
einen Hochgeschwindigkeits-Kipparm
(84-87), der schwingfähig durch die Kipp-
elementwelle (48-51) gehalten wird, mit
dem Niedriggeschwindigkeits-Kipparm
(80-83) ausgerichtet ist und angeordnet ist,
um gemäß einer Hochgeschwindigkeits-
Nokke (41) der Nockenwelle (40, 42) zu
schwingen; und
eine hydraulische Schaltvorrichtung (89),
die angeordnet ist, um den Niedrigge-
schwindigkeits-Kipparm (80-83) und den
Hochgeschwindigkeits-Kipparm (84-87) in
dem Niedriggeschwindigkeitszustand zu
trennen und den Niedriggeschwindigkeits-
Kipparm (80-83) und den Hochgeschwin-
digkeits-Kipparm (84-87) in dem Hochge-
schwindigkeitszustand zu verbinden,
wobei der Nockenträger (16) ferner eine hy-
draulische Zylinderhalterung (43, 45) für ei-
nen hydraulischen Zylinder (92) der hydrau-
lischen Schaltvorrichtung (89) umfasst oder
wie ein hydraulischer Zylinder der hydrau-
lischen Schaltvorrichtung (89) wirkt, und
wobei die Dicke (D1) der hydraulischen Zy-
linderhalterung (43, 45) in der Axialrichtung

der Nockenwelle (40, 42) größer ist als die
Entfernung (D2) zwischen Außenumfängen
von Einlass- oder Ausstoßventilfedern (26,
28) in dem Zylinderkopf (14).

2. Der Motor (10) gemäß Anspruch 1, bei dem:

der Niedriggeschwindigkeits-Kipparm (80-83)
ein Durchgangsloch (88) umfasst, das parallel
oder im Wesentlichen parallel zu der Kippele-
mentwelle (48-51) angeordnet ist; und
die Schaltvorrichtung (89) folgende Merkmale
aufweist:

einen Verbindungsstift (90), der gleitfähig in
das Durchgangsloch (88) eingeführt ist und
in Richtung der hydraulischen Zylinderhal-
terung (43, 45) getrieben wird;
einen hydraulischen Zylinder (92), der in der
hydraulischen Zylinderhalterung (43, 45)
vorgesehen ist; und
einen hydraulischen Kolben (94), der gleit-
fähig in den hydraulischen Zylinder (92) ein-
geführt ist und gegen den Verbindungsstift
(90) stößt; und

der Hochgeschwindigkeits-Kipparm (84-87) ei-
nen Ineingriffnahmeabschnitt (104) umfasst,
der mit dem Verbindungsstift (90), der von dem
Durchgangsloch (88) vorsteht, in Eingriff ge-
bracht ist.

3. Der Motor (10) gemäß Anspruch 2, bei dem der Nok-
kenlagerabschnitt (44, 46) eine untere Oberfläche
(116), die angeordnet ist, um eine obere Oberfläche
(118) des Zylinderkopfs (14) zu berühren, umfasst
und eine Rille (120), die zu dem hydraulischen Zy-
linder (92) führt, an der unteren Oberfläche (116)
des Nockenlagerabschnitts (44, 46) oder der oberen
Oberfläche (118) des Zylinderkopfs (14) angeordnet
ist.

4. Der Motor (10) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
3, bei dem der Nockenträger (16) für jeden Zylinder
(12) einzeln angeordnet ist.

5. Der Motor (10) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
4, der ferner folgende Merkmale aufweist:

eine Totgang-Feder-Welle (106), die an der Kip-
pelementwellenhalterung (52) im Wesentlichen
parallel zu der Nockenwelle (40, 42) angebracht
ist; und
eine Totgang-Feder (108), die um die Totgang-
Feder-Welle (106) gewickelt ist und an dem
Hochgeschwindigkeits-Kipparm (84-87) einge-
rastet ist; wobei
die Totgang-Feder-Welle (106) eine Axialmitte
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aufweist, die außerhalb eines Bereichs positio-
niert ist, der durch Verbinden einer Axialmitte
der Nockenwelle (40, 42) einer Axialmitte der
Kippelementwelle (48-51) und eines Mittel-
punkts einer Schaftendoberfläche (79) des Ven-
tils (22, 24) definiert ist.

6. Der Motor (10) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
5, bei dem:

die Kippelementwellenhalterung (52) einen vor-
stehenden Abschnitt (124) umfasst, der ange-
ordnet ist, um über eine untere Oberfläche (116)
des Nockenlagerabschnitts (44, 46) hinaus vor-
zustehen; und
die Kippelementwelle (48-51) an dem vorste-
henden Abschnitt (124) angebracht ist.

7. Der Motor (10) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
6, bei dem der Niedriggeschwindigkeits-Kipparm
(80-83), der Hochgeschwindigkeits-Kipparm (84-87)
und die Schaltvorrichtung (89) für jedes Ventil (22,
24) vorgesehen sind.

Revendications

1. Moteur (10) disposant d’un mécanisme de soupape
variable aménagé de manière à commuter un degré
de soulèvement d’une soupape (22, 24) entre un état
de faible vitesse et un état de grande vitesse, le mo-
teur (10) comprenant:

un porte-came (16) comportant une partie de
support de came (44, 46) prévue sur une ligne
droite (55) passant par un centre d’alésage (53)
d’un cylindre (12) dans un plan parallèle ou sen-
siblement perpendiculaire à un arbre à cames
(40, 42) et aménagé de manière à supporter l’ar-
bre à cames (40, 42) et un support d’arbre de
culbuteur (52), le porte-came (16) étant prévu
de manière amovible sur une tête de cylindre
(14); et
un arbre de culbuteur (48 à 51) disposé parallèle
ou sensiblement parallèle à l’arbre à cames (40,
42) au support d’arbre de culbuteur (52);
caractérisé par
un bras de culbuteur à faible vitesse (80 à 83)
supporté de manière pivotable par l’arbre de cul-
buteur (48 à 51) et aménagé de manière à pi-
voter selon une came à faible vitesse (39) de
l’arbre à cames (40, 42), pour pousser une sur-
face d’extrémité de tige (79) de la soupape (22,
24);
un bras de culbuteur à grande vitesse (84 à 87)
supporté de manière pivotable par l’arbre de cul-
buteur (48 à 51), aligné avec le bras de culbuteur
à faible vitesse (80 à 83), et aménagé de ma-

nière à pivoter selon une came à grande vitesse
(41) de l’arbre à cames (40, 42); et
un dispositif de commutation hydraulique (89)
aménagé de manière à déconnecter le bras de
culbuteur à faible vitesse (80 à 83) et le bras de
culbuteur à grande vitesse (84 à 87) à l’état de
faible vitesse et à connecter le bras de culbuteur
à faible vitesse (80 à 83) et le bras de culbuteur
à grande vitesse (84 à 87) à l’état de grande
vitesse,
dans lequel le porte-came (16) comporte par
ailleurs un support de cylindre hydraulique (43,
45) pour un cylindre hydraulique (92) du dispo-
sitif de commutation hydraulique (89) ou agis-
sant comme cylindre hydraulique du dispositif
de commutation hydraulique (89), et
dans lequel l’épaisseur (DI) du support de cylin-
dre hydraulique (43, 45) dans la direction axiale
de l’arbre à cames (40, 42) est supérieur à la
distance (D2) entre les circonférences extérieu-
res des ressorts de soupape d’entrée ou de sor-
tie (26, 28) dans la tête de cylindre (14).

2. Moteur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le bras de culbuteur à faible vitesse (80 à 83) com-
porte un trou traversant (88) disposé parallèle ou
sensiblement parallèle à l’arbre de culbuteur (48 à
51); et
le dispositif de commutation (89) comprend:

une goupille de connexion (90) introduite de ma-
nière coulissante dans le trou traversant (88) et
poussée vers le support de cylindre hydraulique
(43, 45);
un cylindre (92) prévu dans le support de cylin-
dre hydraulique (43, 45); et
un piston hydraulique (94) introduit de manière
coulissante dans le cylindre hydraulique (92) et
en buttée contre la goupille de connexion (90); et
le bras de culbuteur à grande vitesse (84 à 87)
comprend un partie de venue en prise (104) ve-
nant en prise avec la goupille de connexion (90)
ressortant hors du trou traversant (88).

3. Moteur (10) selon la revendication 2, dans laquelle
la partie de support de came (44, 46) comporte une
surface inférieure (116) disposée de manière à en-
trer en contact avec une surface supérieure (118)
de la tête de cylindre (14), et une rainure (120) con-
duisant au cylindre hydraulique (92) est disposée à
la surface inférieure (116) de la partie de support de
came (44, 46) ou à la surface supérieure (118) de la
tête de cylindre (14).

4. Moteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel le porte-came (16) est aménagé indivi-
duellement pour chaque cylindre (12).
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5. Moteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 4,
comprenant par ailleurs:

un arbre à ressort à mouvement perdu (106) fixé
au support d’arbre de culbuteur (52) sensible-
ment parallèle à l’arbre à cames (40, 42); et
un ressort à mouvement perdu (108) enroulé
autour de l’arbre à ressort à mouvement perdu
(106) et verrouillé au bras de culbuteur à grande
vitesse (84 à 87); dans lequel
l’arbre à ressort à mouvement perdu (106) pré-
sente un centre axial positionné à l’extérieur
d’une plage définie en connectant un centre
axial de l’arbre à cames (40, 42), un centre axial
de l’arbre de culbuteur (48 à 51), et un point
central d’une surface d’extrémité de tige (79) de
la soupape (22, 24).

6. Moteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 5,
dans lequel
le support d’arbre de culbuteur (52) comporte une
partie saillante (124) disposée de manière à faire
saillie au-delà d’une surface inférieure (116) de la
partie de support de came (44, 46); et
l’arbre de culbuteur (48 à 51) est fixé à la partie
saillante (124).

7. Moteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel le bras de culbuteur à faible vitesse (80
à 83), le bras de culbuteur à grande vitesse (84 à
87), et le dispositif de commutation (89) sont prévus
pour chaque soupape (22, 24).
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