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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSING DEVICE AND METHOD, AND COMPUTER PROGRAM

(57) An apparatus and a method for implementing
an execution configuration for efficiently recording and
reproducing data using distributed nodes are provided.
When data recording processing is performed for a plu-
rality of distributed nodes connected to a network or
when data recorded in the distributed nodes is collected
and reproduced, a processing command apparatus sets
data for determining for the nodes to determine whether
to execute data recording or data reproducing and trans-

mits a data processing request, in which the data for de-
termination and data specifying data to be recorded or
reproduced are stored, to the nodes so that the node
side can autonomously determine whether to execute
data processing based on the data fordetermination.
This configuration eliminates the need for the command
apparatus, which issues a processing request, to per-
form preprocessing such as the selection of a particular
node, thus increasing the efficiency of data recording
and reproducing processing for distributed nodes.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an information
processing apparatus and method, and a computer pro-
gram. More particularly, the present invention relates to
an information processing apparatus and method, and
a computer program that make it possible to efficiently
execute data processing, especially, data recording/re-
producing processing, in which a plurality of networked
information processing apparatuses are used.

Background Art

[0002] Recently, a variety of information processing
apparatuses, for example, personal computers (PC),
large computers, servers, and other communication ap-
paratuses, are connected to a communication network
such as the Internet to transfer contents such video, im-
age data, audio data, or various programs or to transfer
various types of processing data among networked ap-
paratuses. The types of contents transferred via a net-
work have changed from text and still images to multi-
media contents, such as moving image and audio, and
the content sizes are getting significantly larger.
[0003] A large storage system is attracting attention
in which data is distributed among many information
processing terminals that are interconnected via a net-
work for recording data thereon. In such a distributed
storage system, a server responsible for recording and
managing data transmits data to information processing
terminals and other servers in multicast mode to record
the data on local recording media provided on the infor-
mation processing terminals and other servers.
[0004] In this case, a. large amount of data must be
recorded on a recording medium to allow data to be re-
trieved on an on-demand basis. For example, when a
movie requires about 2G bytes of data per one program,
recording 500 programs of such video data requires a
capacity of one terabyte or more.
[0005] In an example for providing data by streaming,
when a server provides data by unicast to a client which
requires data, in order to realize error-free transmission,
a protocol that requires the retransmission of data such
as an acknowledgement signal (ACK) of TCP/IP is used.
[0006] However, this method places a heavy load on
the server and, therefore, even if one high performance
server available today is used, it could serve only sev-
eral hundreds of clients. Even when a protocol, such as
UDP/IP, that does not use ACK is employed, only sev-
eral thousands of clients can be served. Thus, an at-
tempt to provide data by streaming increases the cost
of the server side and limits the number of clients.
[0007] In recent years, a method that combines the
multicast technology with FEC (Forward Error Correc-
tion) is proposed for transmitting data to a plurality of
clients without requesting the retransmission of data. In

this method, a server transmits a stream repeatedly in
multicast mode, and a client selectively receives neces-
sary signals from this stream, and decodes the selec-
tively received data for reproducing.
[0008] Transmitting 500 programs of movie video da-
ta, each of which is 2G bytes per program, within 10 min-
utes using this method requires the transmission band
of about 14.7G bits/second. In addition, transmitting the
same amount of video data within one minute requires
the transmission band of about 147G bits/second. This
is a theoretical value, and a server that satisfies this
transmission amount and transmission method would
be very costly and, even if implemented, it is impractical.
Another method is to distribute data for recording among
a plurality of hosts, but an attempt to implement this sys-
tem would require a plurality of servers to manage a
huge amount of data and therefore result in an in-
creased amount of processing for data management or
data communication.
[0009] Recently, a peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-Peer)
network technology is developed and used for direct
communication processing between information
processing apparatuses. This P2P network refers to a
configuration in which, instead of installing a server that
centrally performs processing, the information process-
ing apparatuses that are resources of network clients,
including various apparatuses such as a PC, a portable
terminal, a PDA, a cellular phone, and, in addition, a disk
that is storage means having a communication function
or connected to a communication apparatus, or a print-
er, communicate with each other via a network to allow
the resources of the network clients to be shared.
[0010] The peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-Peer) network
technology was first used in APPN (Advanced Peer to
Peer Networking) proposed by IBM in US. Using this
network eliminates the need for a huge delivery server
to be installed for delivering contents in a conventional
client-server network, allows many users to use con-
tents distributed among the resources of the network cli-
ents, and allows a large amount of contents to be stored
in distributed locations and to be delivered.
[0011] There are two peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-
Peer) networkmodes:"pure peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-
Peer) network" and "hybrid peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-
Peer) network".
[0012] The pure peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-Peer)
network refers to a network mode in which the system
components (peer) each have an equal function and
role, and perform equal communication. A typical serv-
ice using this network mode is Gnuterlla. The hybrid
peer-to-peer (P2P: Peer-to-Peer) network refers to a
network mode in which a control server is used for
smoothing interoperation between the system compo-
nents (peer) in addition to the pure peer-to-peer (P2P:
Peer-to-Peer) network. Atypical service using this net-
work mode is Napster.
[0013] When a terminal connected to a network tries
to obtain contents in the hybrid peer-to-peer (Hybrid
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P2P) method as typified by Napster, the central server
first searches the contents resources, and based on the
search information, the terminal accesses a node (an-
other terminal connected to the network) having the re-
sources, and obtains the contents. A disadvantage of
this method is that resource information on all nodes
must be registered with the central server and that the
central server must centrally search for information.
[0014] To solve this problem, a method is proposed
for distributing and executing processing such as re-
source search processing and the like among a plurality
of apparatuses. In this processing distribution method,
processing execution determination devices are man-
aged, for example, by arranging them in a tree-like re-
lation, and processing such as resource search is dis-
tributed and executed among a plurality of apparatuses
based on the management information. However, as the
number of apparatuses that execute processing in-
creases, for example, to several millions, this method
also has problems that the amount of information for
managing the tree structure increases, that the number
of processing commands for transmitting execution
commands to the plurality of processing apparatuses in-
creases, and that tree consistency must be guaranteed.
This method also has a problem that a processing delay
is caused because the plurality of processing execution
determination apparatuses must perform determination
processing.
[0015] To overcome those disadvantages, there is an-
other method in which all commands are transmitted to
all nodes connected to a network to allow the nodes to
determine whether they will execute the received
processing commands. This is the pure peer-to-peer
(Pure P2P) method as represented by Gnutella. Unlike
the hybrid peer-to-peer (Hybrid P2P) method, this meth-
od uses a configuration in which there is no central serv-
er that executes resource search processing and in
which a search request is transferred directly among
nodes to make a search for resources, and a processing
request such as a content transmission request is is-
sued to a terminal that is hit.
[0016] Even in this pure peer-to-peer (pure P2P)
method as typified by Gnutella, an efficient configuration
is the one in which a search is made through all nodes
or as many nodes as possible by using the routing of a
tree structure or a network structure when a search com-
mand is transmitted. However, thismethod also has a
disadvantage in that a load is placed on the transmission
path because the method requires a node to perform
command transfer processing for a processing com-
mand that will not be executed in that node.
[0017] For example, to search for all network connec-
tion nodes to allow a processing request to arrive at all
nodes, complex routing management is necessary. On
the other hand, a node search in best-effort mode, if ex-
ecuted, does not guarantee that a command is transmit-
ted to all nodes and sometimes fails to find required re-
sources. Another problem is that frequent communica-

tion for searching for nodes generates network conges-
tion.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0018] In view of the problems described above, it is
an object of the present invention to provide an informa-
tion processing apparatus and method, and a computer
program for efficiently executing data processing while
preventing an increase in the network traffic caused by
the transfer of many packets, in which in a network con-
figuration where a plurality of terminals (nodes) are con-
nected, for example, when data processing such as con-
tent recording processing or content reproducing
processing is executed using storage means provided
in the plurality of terminals (nodes) connected to the net-
work, a content recording request or reproducing re-
quest is transmitted based on a predetermined rule with-
out performing preprocessing such as node search
processing, and the terminals (nodes) that receive this
request autonomously determine whether to execute a
command and selectively execute the command.
[0019] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, an information processing apparatus as a record-
ing command apparatus for transmitting a data record-
ing processing request to nodes connected to a network
is characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting unit for setting data
for determining whether processing according to
the processing request is to be executed in a node
that receives the data recording processing re-
quest;
a packet generating unit for storing data for deter-
mination set by the rule deciding condition setting
unit, and for generating a data recording processing
request packet that stores data for recording
processing; and
a network interface unit for transmitting the packets
generated by the packet generating unit.

[0020] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the rule deciding condition setting unit
is configured to execute setting processing for a proba-
bility value : α as a description of recording rule deciding
condition for use in determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be executed
in a node that receives the data recording processing
request, and the packet generating unit is configured to
execute generation processing for packets that store the
probability value : α as the description of recording rule
deciding condition.
[0021] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized by further comprising a data processing unit
for executing FEC encoding processing and interleave
processing for data for recording processing, and the
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packet generating unit is configured to execute genera-
tion processing of a packet in which data processed by
the data processing unit is set as a payload.
[0022] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized by further comprising a data processing unit
for executing FEC encoding processing for data for re-
cording processing, wherein the data processing unit is
configured to divide the data into p blocks and to execute
encoding processing of encoding rate of q/p for convert-
ing into q blocks by applying FEC encoding to thus gen-
erated p blocks, and the rule deciding condition setting
unit is configured to set a probability value : α which
causes to recording data with a recording probability : α
as a description of recording rule deciding condition in
a node that receives the data recording processing re-
quest, and is configured to set the probability value : α
so that a relation between the number of return blocks :
q 3 α 3 n 3 β which is able to be calculated from a
return probability : β specified by a reproducing com-
mand apparatus connected to the network, the number
of the encoded blocks : q, and the number of network
connection nodes : n, and the number of blocks : p be-
comes the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β >
the number of blocks : p.
[0023] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, an information processing apparatus as a re-
producing command apparatus for transmitting a data
reproducing processing request to nodes connected to
a network is characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting unit for setting data
for determining whether processing according to
the processing request is to be executed in a node
that receives the data reproducing processing re-
quest;
a packet generating unit for storing data for deter-
mination set by the rule deciding condition setting
unit, and for generating a data reproducing process-
ing request packet that stores data for reproducing
processing; and
a network interface unit for transmitting the packets
generated by the packet generating unit.

[0024] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the rule deciding condition setting unit
is configured to execute setting processing for a proba-
bility value : α as a description of reproducing rule de-
ciding condition for use in determining whether the
processing according to the processing request is to be
executed in a node that receives the data reproducing
processing request, and the packet generating unit is
configured to execute generation processing for pack-
ets that store the probability value : α as the description
of reproducing rule deciding condition.
[0025] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-

acterized by further comprising a data recovery
processing unit for executing de-interleave processing
and FEC decoding processing, and the data recovery
processing unit executes the de-interleave processing
and the FEC decoding processing for data for reproduc-
ing processing extracted from a packet received from a
node that receives the data reproducing processing re-
quest, and recovers the data.
[0026] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the data for reproducing processing
stored in the node is the data divided into p blocks exe-
cuted encoding processing of encoding rate of q/p for
converting into q blocks by applying FEC encoding to
thus generated p blocks, and the rule deciding condition
setting unit is configured to set a probability value : β
which causes to return data with a return probability : β
as a description of reproducing rule deciding condition
in a node that receives the data reproducing processing
request, and is configured to set the probability value :
β so that a relation between the number of return
blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β which is able to be calculated
from a recording probability : α specified by a recording
command apparatus connected to the network, the
number of the encoded blocks : q, and the number of
network connection nodes : n, and the number of
blocks : p becomes the number of return blocks : q 3 α
3 n 3 β > the number of blocks : p.
[0027] According to a third aspect of the present in-
vention, an information processing apparatus is charac-
terized by comprising:

a data reception unit;
a rule decision processing unit for determining
whether data processing based on a data process-
ing request received via the data reception unit is
to be executed; and
a data processing unit for executing data process-
ing based on the determination of the rule decision
processing unit, wherein;
the rule decision processing unit is configured to ex-
ecute determination processing for determining
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed based on data
for determination included in the data processing
request received via the data reception unit.

[0028] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the data for determination is a proba-
bility value as a rule deciding condition descriptor includ-
ed in a data processing request, and the rule decision
processing unit is configured to determine whether or
not the processing according to a processing request is
to be executed in accordance with the probability value.
[0029] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the data for determination is a proba-
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bility value as a rule deciding condition descriptor includ-
ed in a data processing request, and the rule decision
processing unit is configured to execute random number
generation processing, and to execute determining
processing for determining whether or not the process-
ing according to a processing request is to be executed
according to a result of comparison between a generat-
ed random number and the probability value.
[0030] One embodiment of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the data for determination is data
processing request storing data included in a data
processing request, and the rule decision processing
unit is configured to perform hash value calculation
processing based on the data processing request stor-
ing data, and to execute determining processing for de-
termining whether or not the processing according to a
processing request is to be executed according to a re-
sult of comparison between a calculated hash value and
a setting value set in its own apparatus in advance.
[0031] According to a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention, a data recording processing method for trans-
mitting a data recording processing request to a plurality
of nodes connected to a network, and for executing dis-
tributed data recording processing for the plurality of
nodes is characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting data
for determining whether the processing according
to the processing request is to be executed in a
node that receives the data recording processing
request;
a packet generating step storing data for determi-
nation set by the rule deciding condition setting
step, and for generating a data recording process-
ing request packet that stores the data for recording
processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the pack-
ets generated by the packet generating step.

[0032] One embodiment of the data recording
processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the rule deciding condition set-
ting step executes setting processing for a probability
value : α as a description of recording rule deciding con-
dition for use in determining whether the processing ac-
cording to the processing request is to be executed in a
node that receives the data recording processing re-
quest, and the packet generating step executes gener-
ation processing for packets that store the probability
value : α as the description of recording rule deciding
condition.
[0033] One embodiment of the data recording
processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the data recording processing
method further comprises a data processing unit for ex-
ecuting FEC encoding processing and interleave
processing for data for recording processing, and the

packet generating step executes generation processing
of a packet in which data processed by the data process-
ing step is set as a payload.
[0034] One embodiment of the data recording
processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the data recording processing
method further comprises a data processing step for ex-
ecuting FEC encoding processing for data for recording
processing, the data processing step divides the data
into p blocks and executes encoding processing of en-
coding rate of q/p for converting into q blocks by applying
FEC encoding to thus generated p blocks, and the rule
deciding condition setting unit sets a probability value :
α which causes to record data with a recording
probability : α as a description of recording rule deciding
condition in a node that receives the data recording
processing request, and sets the probability value : α so
that a relation between the number of return blocks : q
3 α 3 n 3 β which is able to be calculated from a return
probability : β specified by a reproducing command ap-
paratus connected to the network, the number of the en-
coded blocks : q, and the number of network connection
nodes : n, and the number of blocks : p becomes the
number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β > the number
of blocks : p.
[0035] According to a fifth aspect of the present inven-
tion, a data reproducing processing method for trans-
mitting a data reproducing processing request to nodes
connected to a network, and for executing data repro-
ducing processing based on return data is characterized
by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting data
for determining whether the processing according
to the processing request is to be executed in a
node that receives the data reproducing processing
request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for de-
termination set by the rule deciding condition setting
step, and for generating a data reproducing
processing request packet that stores specifying
data of the data for reproducing processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the pack-
ets generated by the packet generating step.

[0036] One embodiment of the data reproducing
processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the rule deciding condition set-
ting step executes setting processing for a probability
value : β as a description of reproducing rule deciding
condition for use in determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be executed
in a node that receives the data reproducing processing
request, and the packet generating step executes gen-
eration processing for packets that store the probability
value : β as the description of reproducing rule deciding
condition.
[0037] One embodiment of the data reproducing
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processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the data reproducing processing
method further comprises a data recovery processing
step for executing de-interleave processing and FEC
decoding processing, and the data recovery processing
step executes the de-interleave processing and the FEC
decoding processing for data for reproducing process-
ing extracted from a packet received from a node that
receives the data reproducing processing request, and
recovers the data.
[0038] One embodiment of the data reproducing
processing method according to the present invention
is characterized in that the data for reproducing process-
ing stored in the node is the data divided into p blocks
executed encoding processing of encoding rate of q/p
for converting into q blocks by applying FEC encoding
to thus generated p blocks, and the rule deciding con-
dition setting step sets a probability value : β which
causes to return data with a return probability : β as a
description of reproducing rule deciding condition in a
node that receives the data reproducing processing re-
quest, and sets the probability value : β so that a relation
between the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β
which is able to be calculated from a recording
probability : α specified by a recording command appa-
ratus connected to the network, the number of the en-
coded blocks : q, and the number of network connection
nodes : n, and the number of blocks : p becomes the
number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β > the number
of blocks : p.
[0039] According to a sixth aspect of the' present in-
vention, a data processing method for analyzing a data
processing request received via a data reception unit,
and for determining whether the data processing re-
quest is to be executed is characterized by comprising:

a rule decision processing step for determining
whether data processing based on the data
processing request is to be executed; and
a data processing step for executing data process-
ing based on the determination of the rule decision
processing step, wherein;
the rule decision processing step determines
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed based on data
for determination included in the data processing
request received via the data reception unit.

[0040] One embodiment of the data processing meth-
od according to the present invention is characterized
in that the data for determination is a probability value
that is a rule deciding condition descriptor included in
the data processing request, and the rule decision
processing step determines whether or not the process-
ing according to the processing request is to be execut-
ed in accordance with the probability value.
[0041] One embodiment of the data processing meth-
od according to the present invention is characterized

in that the data for determination is a probability value
that is a rule deciding condition descriptor included in
the data processing request, and the rule decision
processing step executes random number generation
processing, and determines whether or not the process-
ing according to the processing request is to be execut-
ed according to a result of comparison between a gen-
erated random number and the probability value.
[0042] One embodiment of the data processing meth-
od according to the present invention is characterized
in that the data for determination is data processing re-
quest storing data included in the data processing re-
quest, and the rule decision processing step executes
hash value calculation processing based on the data
processing request storing data, and determines wheth-
er or not processing according to the processing request
is to be executed according to a result of comparison
between a calculated hash value and a setting value set
in its own apparatus in advance.
[0043] According to a seventh aspect of the present
invention, a computer program for transmitting a data
recording processing request to a plurality of nodes con-
nected to a network and for executing distributed data
recording processing for the plurality of nodes is char-
acterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting data
for determining whether the processing according
to the processing request is to be executed in a
node that receives the data recording processing
request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for de-
termination set by the rule deciding condition setting
step, and for generating a data recording process-
ing request packet that stores the data for recording
processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the pack-
ets generated by the packet generating step.

[0044] According to an eighth aspect of the present
invention, a computer program for transmitting a data
reproducing processing request to nodes connected to
a network and for executing data reproducing process-
ing based on return data is characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting data
for determining whether the processing according
to the processing request is to be executed in a
node that receives the data recording processing
request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for de-
termination set by the rule deciding condition setting
step, and for generating a data reproducing
processing request packet that stores specifying
data for data for reproducing processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the pack-
ets generated by the packet generating step.
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[0045] According to a ninth aspect of the present in-
vention, a computer program for analyzing a data
processing request received via a data reception unit,
and for determining whether the data processing re-
quest is to be executed is characterized by comprising:

a rule decision processing step for determining
whether the data processing based on the data
processing request is to be executed; and
a data processing step for executing the data
processing based on the determination of the rule
decision processing step, wherein;
the rule decision processing step determines
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed based on data
for determination included in the data processing
request received via the data reception unit.

[0046] When data recording processing is performed
for a plurality of distributed nodes connected to a net-
work, a recording command apparatus sets data for de-
termining for the nodes to determine whether to execute
data recording and transmits a data recording process-
ing request, in which the data for determination and data
to be recorded are stored, to the nodes so that the nodes
can autonomously determine whether to execute data
recording processing based on the data for determina-
tion. Therefore, the configuration of the present inven-
tion eliminates the need for the recording command ap-
paratus, which issues a recording request, to perform
preprocessing such as the selection of a particular re-
cording node, thus increasing the efficiency of data re-
cording processing for distributed nodes.
[0047] Furthermore, when data recorded in the dis-
tributed nodes connected to a network is collected and
reproduced, a reproducing command apparatus that
transmits a data reproducing processing request sets
data for determining for the nodes to determine whether
to extract and transmit data and transmits a data repro-
ducing processing request, in which the data for deter-
mination that is set and data specifying data to be re-
produced are stored, to the nodes so that the nodes can
autonomously determine whether to extract and trans-
mit data based on the data for determination. Therefore,
the configuration according to the present invention
eliminates the need for the reproducing command ap-
paratus to perform preprocessing such as the selection
of a particular recording node, thus increasing the effi-
ciency of data reproducing processing for distributed
nodes.
[0048] Furthermore, the configuration according to
the present invention eliminates the need for the
processing requesting side to search for a node (infor-
mation processing apparatus) to be processed, be-
cause an information processing apparatus connected
to the network determines whether to execute process-
ing requested by the processing request based on the
data for determination included in the data processing

request received via the data reception unit.
[0049] Furthermore, the configuration according to
the present invention ensures the reliable recovery of
data from the return data, because data distributed and
recorded to the nodes is divided into p blocks, FEC en-
coding with the encoding rate of q/p is performed for the
p blocks to convert them into q blocks, and the recording
probability : α of each node and the return probability :
β specified by the reproducing command apparatus are
set such that the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3

β > the number of blocks : p.
[0050] A computer program according to the present
invention is a computer program that can be provided
to a general-purpose computer system, capable of ex-
ecuting various program code, via a computer-readable
storage medium or communication medium, for exam-
ple, a recording medium such as a CD, an FD, and an
MO or a communication medium such as a network.
Providing such a program in a computer-readable form
allows processing to be executed in the computer sys-
tem according to the program.
[0051] Other objects, features, and advantages of the
present invention will be made more apparent by the de-
tailed description of the embodiment and the accompa-
nying drawings that will be described in detail later. It
should be noted that the system in this specification re-
fers to the configuration of a logical collection of multiple
apparatuses but is not limited to the configuration in
which the apparatuses, each with its own configuration,
are in the same cabinet.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0052]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of the con-
figuration of a distributed storage system to which
the present invention is applicable.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a net-
work configuration to which the present invention is
applicable.
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the configuration of an
information processing apparatus (node) connect-
ed to a network.
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing the configuration of a
recording command apparatus.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing data FEC encoding
processing and interleave processing executed by
the recording command apparatus.
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing the configuration of a
data recording processing request packet transmit-
ted from the recording command apparatus.
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing the transmission
processing of a data recording processing request
packet transmitted from the recording command ap-
paratus to a node.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the processing proce-
dure including autonomous processing execution
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determination processing executed in a node that
receives a data recording processing request pack-
et from the recording command apparatus.
FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing the processing proce-
dure including autonomous processing execution
determination processing executed in a node that
receives a data recording processing request pack-
et from the recording command apparatus.
FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of a hash
value generated during autonomous processing ex-
ecution determination in a node that receives a data
recording processing request packet from the re-
cording command apparatus.
FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the configuration of a
reproducing command apparatus.
FIG. 12 is a diagram showing the configuration of a
data reproducing processing request packet trans-
mitted from the reproducing command apparatus.
FIG. 13 is a diagram showing the configuration of a
packet transmitted from a node, which receives a
data reproducing processing request packet, to the
reproducing command apparatus.
FIG. 14 is a diagram showing data de-interleave
processing and FEC decoding processing executed
by the reproducing command apparatus.
FIG. 15 is a diagram showing the transmission
processing of a data reproducing processing re-
quest packet transmitted from the reproducing com-
mand apparatus to a node.
FIG. 16 is a diagram showing the transmission
processing of a data storing packet transmitted from
a node that receives a data reproducing processing
request packet from the reproducing command ap-
paratus.
FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing the processing pro-
cedure including autonomous processing execu-
tion determination processing executed in a node
that receives a data reproducing processing re-
quest packet from the reproducing command appa-
ratus.
FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing the processing pro-
cedure including autonomous processing execu-
tion determination processing executed in a node
that receives a data reproducing processing re-
quest packet from the reproducing command appa-
ratus.
FIG. 19 is a sequence diagram showing a data re-
cording processing request from the recording com-
mand apparatus, data recording processing in a
node, a data reproducing processing request from
the reproducing command apparatus, data extrac-
tion and transmission processing in a node, and re-
producing processing in the reproducing command
apparatus.
FIG. 20 is a diagram showing an example of the
hardware configuration of the information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0053] An information processing apparatus and
method and a computer program according to the
present invention will be described in detail below with
reference to the drawings. The following items are de-
scribed in the order shown below.

1. Network configuration.
2. Configuration of information processing appara-
tus as a node.
3. Configuration of recording command apparatus
and data recording processing.
4. Configuration of reproducing command appara-
tus and data reproducing processing.
5. Data recording/reproducing processing se-
quence.
6. Hardware configuration of information process-
ing apparatus.

[1. Network configuration]

[0054] First, an example of the network configuration
for executing data processing, to which an information
processing apparatus according to the present inven-
tion is applied, will be described with reference to FIG.
1. FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a specific example of a
distributed storage system in which data is distributed
for recording among the terminals of the network. The
distributed storage system comprises n nodes 111,
112, ..., 115 connected to the communication network of
a network 100, a recording command apparatus 101
that instructs and controls the recording of data on the
nodes, and a reproducing command apparatus 102 that
reproduces data recorded in the nodes.
[0055] Although the recording command apparatus
101, nodes 111 to 115, and reproducing command ap-
paratus 102 are described as separate apparatuses in
this embodiment, an apparatus such as a reproducing/
recording command apparatus having the functions of
both apparatuses may also be used. Each of the nodes
may also be able to have the functions of the recording
command apparatus and the reproducing command ap-
paratus. In this case, the apparatuses configuring the
network may be used equivalently. The recording com-
mand apparatus, the reproducing command apparatus,
and nodes are generically called as information
processing apparatuses.
[0056] That is, the network configuration such as the
one shown in FIG. 2 can be assumed. The information
processing apparatuses, each having a configuration to
be able to communicate with other information process-
ing apparatuses, are connected via a communication
network. Basically, the network is a pure peer-to-peer
(P2P) network with no control server that works as a
Look-up Server.
[0057] As shown in FIG. 2, information processing ap-
paratuses 121 to 126 communicate with each other via
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a network 110 to perform data processing such as con-
tent recording processing and content reproducing
processing. The present invention is also applicable to
a hybrid peer-to-peer (P2P) network having a control
server, and is not applicable only to limited network con-
figurations but applicable to any configuration in which
information processing apparatuses is able to commu-
nicate with each other.
[0058] One of the information processing apparatus-
es 121 to 126 shown in FIG. 2 outputs a content record-
ing request or a content reproducing request to the in-
formation processing apparatuses connected to the net-
work. When carrying out a content recording request,
the information processing apparatus generates record-
ing request processing request packets in which a mul-
ticast address generated based on a predetermined rule
is set, performs FEC (Forward Error Correction) for the
contents and stores them in the packets as interleaved
divided data, and transmits those packets to other infor-
mation processing apparatuses. An information
processing apparatus that receives those packets au-
tonomously determines if it executes data recording
processing based on the determination, and performs
content recording processing.
[0059] When performing content reproducing
processing, one of the information processing appara-
tuses 121 to 126 generates a content reproducing re-
quest, for example, request packets in which a multicast
address generated based on a predetermined rule is
set, and transmits those packets to other information
processing apparatuses. An information processing ap-
paratus that receives those packets autonomously de-
termines if it executes data extraction processing, per-
forms content extraction processing based on the de-
termination, stores data extracted according to the re-
quest, for example, divided data for which FEC (Forward
Error Correction) and interleave processing are per-
formed, into the packets, and transmits those packets
to the information processing apparatuses that issued
the reproducing request.
[0060] Although transmission control units configur-
ing the network, such as routers, are omitted in FIG. 1
and FIG. 2, the transmission control units such as rout-
ers are provided in an actual network to select routes
along which the packets passing through nodes are
transmitted. The transmission control units may be pro-
vided separately from the nodes, or the nodes may have
the function of the transmission control unit.

[2. Configuration of information processing apparatus
as a node]

[0061] Next, the configuration of an information
processing apparatus that functions as a node will be
described. FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the configuration
of an information processing apparatus that functions
as a node.
[0062] As shown in FIG. 3, an information processing

apparatus' (node) 200 comprises a rule decision
processing unit 201, a data processing unit 202, a pack-
et processing unit 203, and a data transmission/recep-
tion unit 204. The data transmission/reception unit 204
performs the output processing of transmission packets
to other information processing apparatuses connected
via the network and the input processing of reception
packets from other information processing apparatuses.
[0063] The packet processing unit 203 performs the
generation processing of packets that will be transmitted
from the own information processing apparatus to other
information processing apparatuses connected to the
network or the analysis processing of packets received
from other information processing apparatuses.
[0064] The data processing unit 202 performs
processing according to the data processing programs
stored in each information processing apparatus. For
example, the data processing unit performs data
processing based on a data processing request from
other information processing apparatuses such as other
recording command apparatuses or reproducing com-
mand apparatuses connected to the network, for exam-
ple, for a content reproducing request, the data process-
ing unit retrieves specified contents from a storage unit
205 and outputs them to the packet processing unit 203.
For a content recording request, the data processing
unit receives contents and stores them in the storage
unit 205.
[0065] The rule decision processing unit 201 is a
processing unit that executes processing unique to the
information processing apparatus according to the
present invention, and executes processing for deciding
if packet-based data processing based on a probability
value : α or β, as a [description of rule deciding condi-
tion] described in a received packet is to be executed,
wherein the packet based processing is the reception of
data and the storage of data into the storage unit that
are executed in response to a data recording command
or the extraction of data from the storage unit and trans-
mission of data that are executed in response to a data
reproducing command. In the configuration according
to the present invention, the recording command exe-
cution probability is set to α and the reproducing com-
mand execution probability is set to β, and those prob-
ability values are set in a recording request or reproduc-
ing request packet transmitted respectively by the re-
cording command apparatus or the reproducing com-
mand apparatus.
[0066] For example, when content recording process-
ing is executed, packets are recorded evenly among all
nodes and data is recorded in the distributed storage
system with the probability α if the number of nodes, that
is n configuring the distributed storage system is suffi-
ciently large and the number of decoded blocks, that is
q is sufficiently large.
[0067] When content reproducing processing is exe-
cuted, the rule decision processing unit 201 of each
node determines whether to execute the reproducing
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command based on the probability : β and then execute
it. Because the reproducing command is executed with
a fixed probability in each node, packets are lost. How-
ever, if the reproducing execution probability β is set so
that the total of packets transmitted from a plurality of
distributed nodes is sufficiently large, the original data
is able to be reproduced by combining those packets
and executing FEC (Forward Error Correction) based
error correction.

[3. Configuration of recording command apparatus and
data recording processing]

[0068] Next, the recording command apparatus and
data recording processing will be described. FIG. 4 is a
diagram showing the configuration of a recording com-
mand apparatus 250. The recording command appara-
tus 250 comprises a data input unit 251 via which data
(contents) to be recorded in a plurality of nodes is input,
a data processing unit 252 that executes data process-
ing such as FEC (Forward Error Correction) encoding
and interleave processing for encoded data, a rule de-
ciding condition setting unit 253 that sets the probability
value α that is the above described [description of rule
deciding condition], a packet generating unit 254 that
generates packets in which processing data that is gen-
erated by the data processing unit 252 and the descrip-
tion of rule deciding condition that is set by the rule de-
ciding condition setting unit 253 are stored and in which
an address is set, and a network interface 255 via which
the apparatus connects to the network.
[0069] FEC encoding is a generic name for an encod-
ing method, such as the tornado encoding method, the
reed tornado encoding method, and the turbo encoding
method, in which the reception side performs error cor-
rection. The data processing unit 252 divides data en-
tered from the data input unit 251 into p blocks and per-
forms FEC encoding for those p blocks to convert them
into q blocks. Encoding p blocks to q blocks is called
encoding at the encoding rate of q/p. The recording ef-
ficiency and the transmission efficiency of the distribut-
ed storage system may be changed by changing this
encoding rate q/p.
[0070] Interleave processing refers to processing in
which encoded data is re-sequenced. Data is distributed
by interleaving so that burst errors, which are generated
by packet losses, become random errors. As a result, a
lost data portion can be corrected via error correction
based on FEC.
[0071] FEC encoding processing and interleave
processing will be described with reference to FIG. 5.
As shown in FIG. 5 (a), the received original data is di-
vided into p blocks. After that, as shown in FIG. 5(b),
FEC encoding at the encoding rate of q/p is performed
to convert the data divided into p blocks into q encoded
blocks.
[0072] As described above, FEC encoding is a gener-
ic name for an encoding method, such as the tornado

encoding method, the reed tornado encoding method,
and the turbo encoding method, in which the reception
side performs error correction. When data is encoded
at the encoding rate of q/p via FEC encoding, the original
message can be recovered as introduced by the re-
search paper RIZZ097
(http://www.iet.unipi.it/-luigi/fec:html#fec.ps)
even if some blocks are lost but if p or more encoded
blocks survive.
[0073] Interleave processing is performed for the
FEC-encoded data as shown in FIG. 5(c) to re-se-
quence the encoded data for data distribution. The in-
terleaved data is output to the rule deciding condition
setting unit 253 and the probability value : α is set as
the [description of rule deciding condition] described
above.
[0074] The setting processing of the probability
value : α, which is set as the [description of rule deciding
condition], is associated with the processing of the data
processing unit described above. When the data
processing unit divides the data into p blocks and then
performs encoding processing at the encoding rate of
q/p in which FEC encoding is performed for the gener-
ated p blocks to convert them to q blocks, the rule de-
ciding condition setting unit 253 sets the probability
value : α, which is the recording probability : α with
which data is recorded in a node that receives a data
recording processing request, as the description of re-
cording rule deciding condition. The rule deciding con-
dition setting unit 253 sets the probability value : α so
that the relation between the number of return blocks :
q 3 α 3 n 3 β and the number of blocks, that is p be-
comes the relation shown below, wherein the number of
return blocks can be calculated from the return
probability : β specified by the reproducing command
apparatus 102 (see FIG. 1) connected to the network,
the number of encoded blocks : q described above, and
the number of nodes : n connected to the network:

Number of return blocks: q 3 α 3 n 3 β > Number
of blocks: p

[0075] This setting ensures the reliable recovery of re-
turn data from data returned from the nodes with the re-
turn probability : β in response to a reproducing request
issued from the reproducing command apparatus.
[0076] The packet generating unit 254 divides the
processing data generated by the data processing unit
252 into a predetermined size, generates packets by
storing the description of rule deciding condition that is
set by the rule deciding condition setting unit 253 and
by adding a header that includes an address and a
footer, and transmits the packets via the network inter-
face 255. The packets are sent to the nodes of the dis-
tributed storage system using the address setting ac-
cording to the transmission nodes, that is, a unicast ad-
dress or a multicast address.
[0077] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing the structure of a
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packet 40 generated by the packet generating unit 254.
A packet comprises a header, the description of record-
ing rule deciding condition, a payload, and a footer. The
payload contains processing data (processing contents)
for which the FEC encoding processing and the inter-
leave processing have been performed. The header and
the footer contain control information such as the data
ID indicating the type of data, the checksum of the CRC
(Cyclic Redundancy Check), the GUID (Global Unique
ID) that is the unique identifier of a packet destination
node, and the network address.
[0078] The description of recording rule deciding con-
dition contains the probability : α, which will be de-
scribed later, with which each node records this packet.
The rule decision processing unit 201 (see FIG. 3) of a
node that receives the packet records the packet based
on this recording probability α.
[0079] All nodes of the distributed storage system de-
cide whether to record a packet based on this recording
probability. This causes the nodes of the distributed stor-
age system to record data with the probability α. In this
distributed storage system, data is distributed with an
equal probability among the nodes when the number of
nodes, that is n is sufficiently large and the number of
decoded blocks, that is q is sufficiently large.
[0080] It is also possible to use a configuration in
which the description of recording rule deciding condi-
tion is stored in a packet separate from a packet con-
taining processing contents, information on the link to
the packet containing the description of recording rule
deciding condition is stored in the packet containing the
processing contents, and a node that receives the pack-
et containing the processing contents obtains the packet
containing the corresponding description of recording
rule deciding condition based on the link information.
[0081] Next, the recording processing procedure will
be described which, in response to a recording process-
ing request packet from the recording command appa-
ratus, is executed by a node which receives the packet,
to determine if the node will autonomously record con-
tents and execute processing.
[0082] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing how the recording
command apparatus 101 transmits a data recording
processing request packet, which is a data recording
command shown in FIG. 6, to the plurality of nodes 111
to 115. The recording command apparatus transmits the
packet shown in FIG. 6, in which processing data for
which FEC processing and interleave processing are
performed is stored as the payload, and the probability
value : α is set as the description of rule deciding con-
dition, to the nodes in unicast mode or multicast mode.
[0083] Referring to FIG. 8, the processing procedure
that is executed in a node that receives the packet will
be described. First, the information processing appara-
tus waits for the data recording processing request
packet in step S101 and, if it is found that the packet is
received in step S102, executes random number gen-
eration processing in step S103. In step S104, the infor-

mation processing apparatus compares the generated
random number with the probability : α specified as the
description of recording rule deciding condition stored
in the data recording processing request packet and,
based on the comparison result, determines whether to
execute the command.
[0084] For example, if the generated random number
> probability α, the information processing apparatus
records the processing data stored as the payload of the
packet into the own storage means. If the generated ran-
dom number ≤ probability α, the information processing
apparatus does not execute data recording processing.
[0085] If the number of nodes, that is n of the distrib-
uted storage system is sufficiently large and if the
number of decoded blocks, that is q is sufficiently large,
the random number generated in each node is set in the
range of generated random numbers so that packets are
recorded among all nodes evenly and data is recorded
with the probability α in the whole distributed storage
system.
[0086] If it is determined that the data recording
processing request should be executed as a result of
the comparison processing based on the random
number in step S104, control is passed to step S105.
Then, the information processing apparatus extracts the
processing data from the payload of the packet and
records the extracted data in the storage means of the
own apparatus (node). On the other hand, if it is deter-
mined that the data recording processing request
should not be executed as a result of the comparison
processing based on the random number, control is
passed to step S106 and the information processing ap-
paratus terminates the processing without executing the
data recording processing.
[0087] As described above, the information process-
ing apparatus that receives a data recording processing
request (command) determines whether to autono-
mously execute the command based on the comparison
between the description of recording rule deciding con-
dition stored in the packet with the random number and
performs processing according to the determination.
[0088] Next, with reference to the processing flow-
chart in FIG. 9, the following describes the processing
in which an information processing apparatus side that
receives a data recording processing request calculates
a hash value and determines whether to autonomously
execute the data recording processing request based
on the hash value.
[0089] First, the information processing apparatus
waits for a data recording processing request packet in
step S201 and, if it is determined that the packet is re-
ceived in step S202, executes the hash value genera-
tion processing based on the data stored in the received
packet in step S203 and determines whether to execute
the command based on the generated hash value in
step S204.
[0090] For example, the information processing appa-
ratus has a setting value, which is a predetermined
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threshold value, in the storage unit. The information
processing apparatus executes the command if the gen-
erated hash value > setting value but does not if the gen-
erated hash value ≤ setting value.
[0091] Data stored in a data processing request pack-
et for use in generating the hash value is as shown in
FIG. 10. For example, the identifier (data ID) of the con-
tent data or a part of data, for example, the predeter-
mined number (n) of bits from the start of the data, may
be set as the data for hash generation. To calculate the
hash value, a function such as MD5 may be used and,
as shown in FIG. 10, the hash value is generated via
MD5 using the data ID or the hash value is generated
via MD5 using the data contents.
[0092] If it is determined that the data recording
processing request should be executed as the determi-
nation result based on the hash value in step S204, con-
trol is passed to step S205 and the information process-
ing apparatus extracts the processing data from the pay-
load of the packet and records the extracted data in the
storage means of the own apparatus (node). On the oth-
er hand, if it is determined that the data recording
processing request should not be executed as the result
of comparison processing based on the hash value,
control is passed to step S206 and the information
processing apparatus terminates the processing with-
out executing the data recording processing.
[0093] As described above, an information process-
ing apparatus that receives a data recording processing
request (command) autonomously determines whether
to execute the command based on the comparison be-
tween the hash value of the data stored in the packet
with the setting value in each node and performs
processing according to the determination.

[4. Configuration of reproducing command apparatus
and data reproducing processing]

[0094] Next, the following describes the reproducing
command apparatus 102 (see FIG. 1) that transmits a
data reproducing command to the nodes, receives the
reproducing data from the nodes, and executes data re-
producing processing. FIG. 11 is a diagram showing the
configuration of a reproducing command apparatus
270. The reproducing command apparatus 270 com-
prises a network interface 271 that transmits and re-
ceives data to or from an external apparatus via the net-
work, a data request packet generating unit 272 that
generates packets that request the nodes to transmit re-
producing data specifying data to be reproduced, and a
rule deciding condition setting unit 273 that determines
the probability value : β used as the [description of rule
deciding condition] that is set in a data request packet.
[0095] In addition, the network interface 271 receives
reproducing data storing packets from the nodes, and a
packet processing unit 274 of the reproducing command
apparatus 270 combines data that are divided into pack-
ets. A data recovery processing unit 275 performs de-

interleave processing and FEC decoding processing for
data extracted from the received packets in order to re-
cover content data. The recovered data is inputted to a
data processing unit 276 and is outputted to an external
apparatus such as a monitor or a speaker (omitted in
the figure) or is stored in a recording apparatus not
shown.
[0096] The data request packet generating unit 272
transmits a packet, which requests data, to the nodes
of a distributed storage system. FIG. 12 is a diagram
showing the configuration of a packet that requests da-
ta. A packet comprises a header, the description of a
reproducing rule deciding condition, the descriptionof
request, andafooter. The description of request contains
the data ID that identifies data that is requested. The
header and the footer contain control information such
as the checksum of the CRC, the network address and
GUID of the node, and the sequence number indicating
the sequence of data.
[0097] The description of reproducing rule deciding
condition contains the return probability β determined
by the rule deciding condition setting unit 273. The re-
turn probability β is a variable used by a node, which
receives the packet, to determine whether to return da-
ta. Some nodes decide to return data based on this var-
iable, but some others do not. The return probability β
is a value viewed from the macro viewpoint of the whole
distributed storage system, and the probability that the
nodes of the whole distributed storage system return da-
ta is β. Therefore, when the distributed storage system
has n nodes, the rate of returned packets is the number
of nodes multiplied by the return probability β, that is, n
3 β.
[0098] The packet processing unit 274 combines the
packets returned from the nodes. FIG. 13 is a diagram
showing the data structure of a packet returned from a
node. As shown in FIG. 13, the packet comprises a
header, a payload, and a footer. The payload contains
data extracted from the storage unit of each node, that
is, the data blocks for which the FEC processing and the
interleave processing described with reference to FIG.
5 have been performed. The header and the footer con-
tain control information such as the checksum of the
CRC, the network address of the reception side node,
and the sequence number indicating the sequence of
the packet.
[0099] When the reproducing command apparatus
102 receives the packets shown in FIG. 13, the packet
processing unit 274 analyzes the packets, reproduces
the sequence numbers, re-sequences the received
packets, removes the control information such as the
header and the footer, and combines the packets ac-
cording to the sequence numbers.
[0100] The data recovery processing unit 275 de-in-
terleaves the received data blocks, rearranges the data,
and performs FEC decoding for the de-interleaved data
to recover the original data.
[0101] Data recovery processing based on the FEC
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and de-interleave processing will be described with ref-
erence to FIG. 14. As shown in FIG. 14(a), some re-
ceived packets from the nodes are lost on the network
and therefore the received data blocks and the lost data
blocks are mixed.
[0102] The received data blocks are block data gen-
erated by performing the FEC encoding at the encoding
rate of q/p to convert data divided into p blocks to q en-
coded blocks as shown above in FIG. 5.
[0103] The data recovery processing unit 275 of the
reproducing command apparatus first de-interleaves
the received data blocks, re-sequences the data, and
generates the de-interleaved data shown in FIG. 14 (b) .
The de-interleaved data includes the lost packets, that
is, the data loss portions based on the lost blocks. How-
ever, the de-interleaved processing makes those errors
random errors composed of small data areas rather than
burst errors in which error portions are large data areas.
Such random errors composed of small data areas can
be eliminated through FEC.
[0104] The data recovery processing unit 275 exe-
cutes error correction through FEC for the de-inter-
leaved data shown in FIG. 14(b) and generates the re-
covered data shown in FIG. 14(c). As described above,
FEC encoding is a generic name for an encoding meth-
od, such as the tornado encoding method, the reed tor-
nado encoding method, and the turbo encoding method,
in which the reception side performs error correction.
When data is encoded at the encoding rate of q/p via
FEC encoding, the original message can be recovered
as introduced by the research paper RIZZ097 (http://
www.iet.unipi.it/-luigi/fec.html#fec.ps) even if some
blocks are lost but if p or more encoded blocks survive.
[0105] The data recovered by the data recovery
processing unit 275 is outputted to the data processing
unit 276. The data processing unit 276 stores the de-
coded data in a recording unit not shown or outputs the
decoded data to an output unit such as a monitor or a
speaker via the output interface.
[0106] The distributed storage system according to
the present invention, which is a system that records da-
ta in the nodes with the recording probability α and re-
turns the data, recorded in the nodes, at the return prob-
ability β, returns the original data output from the record-
ing command apparatus 101 shown in FIG. 1 at the rate
α 3 n 3 β. For example, when p blocks are encoded
into q blocks, q 3 α 3 n 3 β blocks are returned. If the
number of returned blocks is larger than the number of
blocks, that is p before decoding, the data can be de-
coded as described in the above described thesis
RIZZ097. Therefore, the intended data can be decoded
by determining the values of α, β, and q/p so that the
number of returned blocks is larger than p.
[0107] That is, when the reproducing data stored in
the nodes is encoded data with the encoding rate q/p
generated by converting p blocks into q blocks through
FEC encoding, the rule deciding condition setting unit
273 of the reproducing command apparatus 270 sets

the probability value β so that the relation between the
number of return blocks, that is q 3 α 3 n 3 β and the
number of blocks, that is p becomes the relation shown
below, wherein the number of return blocks can be cal-
culated from the reproducing probability : α specified by
the reproducing command apparatus connected to the
network, the return probability : β, p, q, the number of
encoded blocks : q described above, and the number of
nodes : n connected to the network:

Number of return blocks: q 3 α 3 n 3 β > Number
of blocks: p

[0108] This setting ensures the reliable recovery of
data from return data returned from the nodes with the
return probability : β in response to a reproducing re-
quest issued from the reproducing command apparatus.
[0109] As described above, the encoding rate q/p, the
recording probability α, and the return probability β
should be set in the distributed storage system in this
embodiment so that the following relation is satisfied.

[0110] The recording efficiency and the transmission
efficiency of data may be changed by changing the en-
coding rate q/p, the recording probability α, and the re-
turn probability β within a range satisfying the above ex-
pression. The following describes an example of setting
of the parameters q/p, α, and β.
[0111] For example, when the value of the recording
probability α is increased and the value of the return
probability β is decreased for data that receives a very
large number of return requests, the amount of data
transmitted from the nodes is decreased and the data
search processing and the data transmission process-
ing at the nodes are simplified.
[0112] When the value of the encoding rate q/p is in-
creased instead of increasing the value of the recording
probability α and the return probability β is decreased,
the data search processing and the data transmission
processing at the nodes can also be simplified.
[0113] When the encoding rate q/p is decreased and
the recording probability α is increased, the number of
packets to be transmitted can be kept to a minimum.
This is efficient when p is sufficiently large. Decreasing
the recording probability α and decreasing the encoding
rate q/p can prevent the same packet from being record-
ed in a plurality of nodes. This is efficient when p is suf-
ficiently small.
[0114] When the return probability β is increased and
the recording probability α or the encoding rate q/p is
decreased, the amount of encoded data recorded in the
whole distributed storage system can be decreased. Al-
ternatively, when the values of α, β, and q/p are control-
led so that a 3 n 3 α 3 q 3 β becomes sufficiently larger
than p where a is the packet loss probability at data re-

p ≥ q 3 α 3 n 3 β
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cording time, output time, or transmission time, a suffi-
cient amount of data can be returned.
[0115] The arrival probability of unique packets can
be increased by mathematically estimating the number
of unique packets to be returned from a plurality of
nodes and by increasing the recording probability, the
return probability, and the encoding rate.
[0116] Next, the reproducing processing procedure
will be described in which, in response to a reproducing
processing packet transmitted from the reproducing
command apparatus, a node, which receives a packet,
determines whether to autonomously extract and trans-
mit contents.
[0117] FIG. 15 is a diagram showing the processing
in which the reproducing command apparatus 102
transmits the data reproducing processing request
packet, shown in FIG. 12, to the plurality of nodes 111
to 115 as the data reproducing command. The repro-
ducing command apparatus sets the identifier of the
specification data to be reproduced, for example, the
content ID, GUID, and so on, as the description of re-
quest, generates the data reproducing processing re-
quest packet, shown in FIG. 12, in which the probability
value : β which is the description of rule deciding condi-
tion is set, and delivers the packet to the nodes in unicast
or multicast mode.
[0118] FIG. 16 shows processing in which nodes that
receivethedatareproducingprocessingrequestpacket,
shown in FIG. 12, autonomously determine whether to
execute the data reproducing processing according to
the reproducing command, that is, whether to reproduce
specified data from the storage unit of the own node,
generate packets, and transmit the packets and in which
only the nodes that decide to execute the processing
generate packets (see FIG. 13) whose payload contains
processing data, generated by performing the FEC
processing and interleave processing described in FIG.
6, and then transmit the generated packets to the repro-
ducing command apparatus 102.
[0119] Referring to FIG. 17, the processing procedure
that is executed in a node that receives the data repro-
ducing processing request packet, shown in FIG. 12, in
which the probability value β is set as the description of
rule deciding condition will be described. First, the infor-
mation processing apparatus waits for the data repro-
ducing processing request packet in step S301 and, if it
is found that the packet is received in step S302, exe-
cutes random number generation processing in step
S303. In step S304, the information processing appara-
tus compares the generated random number with the
probability β specified as the description of reproducing
rule deciding condition stored in the data reproducing
processing request packet and, based on the compari-
son result, determines whether to execute the com-
mand.
[0120] For example, if the generated random number
> probability β, the information processing apparatus
extracts the specified content from the own storage

means, generates packets whose payload contains the
extracted data (see FIG. 13), and transmits the packets
to the reproducing command apparatus. If the generat-
ed random number ≤ probability β, the information
processing apparatus does not execute data reproduc-
ing processing.
[0121] If it is determined that the data reproducing
processing request should be executed as a result of
the comparison processing based on the random
number in step S304, control is passed to step S305.
Then, the information processing apparatus extracts the
processing data from the storage means of the own ap-
paratus (node), generates packets whose payload con-
tains the extracted data (see FIG. 13) and transmits the
packets to the reproducing command apparatus. On the
other hand, if it is determined that the data reproducing
processing request should not be executed as a result
of the comparison processing based on the random
number, control is passed to step S306 and the infor-
mation processing apparatus terminates the processing
without executing the data reproducing processing.
[0122] As described above, the information process-
ing apparatus that receives a data reproducing process-
ing request (command) determines whether to autono-
mously execute the command based on the comparison
between the description of reproducing rule deciding
condition stored in the packet with the random number
and performs processing according to the determina-
tion.
[0123] Next, with reference to the processing flow-
chart in FIG. 18, the following describes the processing
in which an information processing apparatus side that
receives a data reproducing processing request calcu-
lates a hash value and determines whether to autono-
mously execute the data reproducing processing re-
quest based on the hash value.
[0124] First, the information processing apparatus
waits for a data reproducing processing request packet
in step S401 and, if it is determined that the packet is
received in step S402, executes the hash value gener-
ation processing based on the data stored in the re-
ceived packet in step S403 and determines whether to
execute the command based on the generated hash val-
ue in step S404.
[0125] For example, the information processing appa-
ratus has a setting value, which is a predetermined
threshold value, in the storage unit. The information
processing apparatus executes the command if the gen-
erated hash value > setting value but does not if the gen-
erated hash value ≤ setting value.
[0126] For generating a hash value, the data shown
in FIG. 10, such as the identifier (data ID) of the content
data or a part of data, for example, the x bits from the
start of the data, may be set as the data for hash gen-
eration as in the determination of the data recording re-
quest processing described above. To calculate the
hash value, a function such as MD5 may be used and,
as shown in FIG. 10, the hash value is generated via

25 26



EP 1 473 636 A1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

MD5 using the data ID or the hash value is generated
via MD5 using the data contents.
[0127] If it is determined that the data reproducing
processing request should be executed as the determi-
nation result based on the hash value in step 5404, con-
trol is passed to step S405 and the information process-
ing apparatus extracts the processing data from the
storage means of the own apparatus (node), generates
packets (see FIG. 13) whose payload contains the ex-
tracted data, and transmits the generated packets to the
reproducing command apparatus. On the other hand, if
it is determined that the data reproducing processing re-
quest should not be executed as the result of compari-
son processing based on the hash value, control is
passed to step S406 and the information processing ap-
paratus terminates the processing without executing the
data reproducing processing.
[0128] As described above, an information process-
ing apparatus that receives a data reproducing process-
ing request (command) autonomously determines
whether to execute the command based on the compar-
ison between the hash value of the data stored in the
packet with the setting value in each node and performs
processing according to the determination.

[5. Data recording/reproducing processing sequence]

[0129] Next, with reference to FIG. 19, a series of
processing sequences including the issuance of a data
recording processing request from a recording com-
mand apparatus to nodes, data recording processing in
a node, the issuance of a data reproducing processing
request from a reproducing command apparatus to
nodes, the extraction of data in a node, and packet
transmission processing will be summarized.
[0130] First, a recording command apparatus proc-
esses recording data (contents), that is, executes FEC
processing and interleave processing, in step S11. This
is the processing described above with reference to FIG.
5.
[0131] Next, the recording command apparatus gen-
erates a data recording processing request (command)
packet in step S12. The recording command apparatus
generates packets in which the interleaved data is
stored as the payload and the probability value : α, de-
termined by the rule deciding condition setting unit 253
(see FIG. 4), is set as the [description of rule deciding
condition].
[0132] Next, the recording command apparatus trans-
mits the packets to the nodes of the distributed storage
system in step S13 using an address setting, that is, a
unicast or a multicast according to the transmission
node.
[0133] The processing executed in a node that re-
ceives the data recording processing request (com-
mand) packet from the recording command apparatus
is executed by autonomously determining if the
processing should be executed as described with refer-

ence to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9. Although the processing of
two nodes (nodes 1, 2) is shown in FIG. 19, many other
nodes autonomously make determination (probability
control). Some nodes execute data recording process-
ing, while others do not.
[0134] The two nodes (nodes 1, 2) shown in FIG. 19
execute the probability control processing in step S21
or S31, that is, the nodes determine if the processing is
to be executed based on the comparison between the
generated random number described with reference to
FIG. 8 and the probability : α that is set in the received
packet (data recording processing request packet) as
the description of recording rule deciding condition or
based on the comparison between the hash value
based on the data in the packet described with reference
to FIG. 9 and the setting value in the node.
[0135] The two nodes (nodes 1 and 2) shown in FIG.
19 both obtain a conclusion that the data recording
processing is to be executed as the result of the proba-
bility control processing in steps S21 and S31 and exe-
cute the data recording processing in steps S22 and
S32. The data that is recorded is the processing data
which is stored in the data recording processing request
packet received from the recording command apparatus
and for which the FEC processing and the interleave
processing have been performed.
[0136] Next, the reproducing command apparatus
transmits the reproducing processing request (com-
mand) packet (see FIG. 12) to the nodes in step S41.
This packet is a packet in which the ID of the contents
to be reproduced and so on are stored as the description
of request and in which the description of reproducing
rule deciding condition (probability : β) is set.
[0137] The nodes that receive the reproducing
processing request (command) packet (see FIG. 12),
that is, the two nodes (nodes 1, 2) shown in FIG. 19,
execute the probability control processing in steps S51
and S61. That is, the nodes determine if the processing
is to be executed based on the comparison between the
generated random number described with reference to
FIG. 17 and the probability : β that is set in the received
packet (data recording processing request packet) as
the description of reproducing rule deciding condition or
based on the comparison between the hash value
based on the data in the packet described with reference
to FIG. 18 and the setting value in the node.
[0138] The node 1 shown in FIG. 19 obtains a conclu-
sion that the data reproducing processing will be exe-
cuted as a result of the probability control processing in
step S51, obtains the corresponding data from the stor-
age unit of the own node according to the description of
request in the reproducing processing request (com-
mand) packet in step S52, generates packets (see FIG.
13) whose payload contains the obtained data, and
transmits the packets to the reproducing command ap-
paratus in step S53.
[0139] On the other hand, the node 2 shown in FIG.
19 obtains a conclusion that the data reproducing
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processing will not be executed as a result of the prob-
ability control processing in step S61 and terminates the
processing without executing the data extraction and
packet generation/transmission processing.
[0140] Although FIG. 19 shows the configuration in
which data is transmitted only from the node 1 to the
reproducing command apparatus, the data storing
packets are transmitted from the nodes 3 to n, not
shown, to the reproducing command apparatus and
thus the reproducing command apparatus receives
many packets from many nodes.
[0141] The reproducing command apparatus that re-
ceives packets, which contain reproduced data, de-in-
terleaves the received data blocks, arranges the data,
performs FEC encoding for the de-interleaved data, and
recovers the original data in step S71.
[0142] The recovery processing based on the FEC
processing and de-interleave processing is as de-
scribed before with reference to FIG. 14. Errors are
changed from burst errors, in which the error portion is
a large area, to random errors through the de-interleave
processing even if some packets are lost, and the FEC
decoding processing recovers the original data.
[0143] In this way, an information processing appara-
tus that receives a data recording or reproducing
processing request (command) can autonomously de-
termine whether to execute the command and perform
processing according to the determination based on the
description of recording rule deciding condition or the
description of reproducing rule deciding condition stored
in the processing request packet or on other data in the
packet.
[0144] As described above, the distributed storage
system in this embodiment records data in distributed
locations by transmitting packets, in which the recording
probability α is described, to the nodes of the system.
The system causes the nodes to return the data with the
return probability β to retrieve the data. Writing data in
the distributed nodes in this way allows data to be stored
with no concentrated data management load on one
server. In addition, because multiple nodes share one
piece of data, the amount of data necessary in the whole
system can be reduced.
[0145] Receiving data from multiple nodes prevents
the traffic from being concentrated on one server, thus
transmitting and receiving data in stable communication
amounts.
[0146] The transmission efficiency and the amount of
recording data can be changed by changing the values
of α, β, and q/p. In addition, when packets are lost at
data recording time, output time, or transmission time,
the parameter values α, β, and q/p can be changed, with
the loss probability "a" taken into consideration, to re-
trieve the amount of data sufficient for decoding even if
packets are lost.
[0147] The ability of this distributed storage system to
execute the recording and reproducing of data through
calculation based on the recording probability and the

return probability makes the data management simple
and allows less powerful home apparatuses, such as a
camcorder and a cellular phone, to be applied to this
system. Because less powerful home apparatuses such
as a camcorder and a cellular phone can be used as a
node, a distributed storage system of several hundreds
of apparatuses can be built easily.
[0148] Although the recording command apparatus
transmits the recording data and the recording probabil-
ity via the same packet in the distributed storage system
described above, it is also possible to transmit the re-
cording data and the recording probability via separate
packets or to record them on an external recording ap-
paratus to allow the information processing nodes to ref-
erence them.
[0149] In the embodiment described above, although
the focus is on an example of the configuration in which
packet transfer processing is performed by an informa-
tion processing apparatus connected to a network, the
present invention is not limited to the configuration with
a packet transfer configuration. For example, even in a
communication among wireless communication appa-
ratuses or in an inter-device communication configuring
the electronic circuits of an information processing ap-
paratus such as a PC, the data corresponding to the de-
scription of processing rule deciding condition described
above, if set for the transfer data, allows a wireless com-
munication apparatus or a device that receives process-
ing request data to autonomously determine whether to
execute the requested processing.

[6. Hardware configuration of information processing
apparatus]

[0150] Next, an example of the hardware configura-
tion of an information processing apparatus configuring
the node, the recording command apparatus, and the
reproducing command apparatus described in the em-
bodiment described above will be described.
[0151] FIG. 20 shows an example of an information
processing apparatus with a CPU (Central Processing
Unit) as control means. The following describes the con-
figuration shown in FIG. 20. A CPU (Central Processing
Unit) 901 is a processor that executes various pro-
grams. A ROM (Read Only Memory) ROM 902 stores
programs executed by the CPU 901 or fixed data used
as calculation parameters. A RAM (Random Access
Memory) 903 is used as the storage area and the work
area for the programs to be executed during processing
of the CPU 901 or for the parameters that vary during
program execution.
[0152] An HDD 904 executes the control of a hard disk
and executes the storage processing and the reproduc-
ing processing of various types of data and programs
for the hard disk. An encode/decode processing unit 905
executes encode processing for transmission data such
as contents and decode processing for reception data
according to the processing described above.
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[0153] Abus 921, composed of a PCI (Peripheral
Component Internet/Interface) bus and so on, enables
data to be transferred to and from the input/output ap-
paratuses via the modules and an input/output interface
922.
[0154] An input unit 911 is an input unit including, for
example, a keyboard and a pointing device. A command
is input into the CPU 901 when the input unit 911 is op-
erated via the keyboard or the mouse or when data is
received from a communication unit 913, and the pro-
grams stored in the ROM (Read Only Memory) 902 are
executed. An output unit 912, for example, a CRT or a
liquid crystal display, displays various types of informa-
tion in text or images.
[0155] The communication unit 913, which executes
communication among information processing appara-
tuses or communication processing with other entities,
transmits data supplied from the storage units or data
processed by the CPU 901 and the encode/decode
processing unit 905, and receives data from other enti-
ties, under control of the CPU 901.
[0156] A drive 914, which is a drive executing the re-
cording and reproducing of a removable recording me-
dium 915 such as a flexible disk, a CD-ROM (Compact-
Disc Read Only Memory), an MO (Magneto optical)
disc, a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), a magnetic disk, and
a semiconductor memory, reproduces programs and
data from the removable recording medium 915 and
store program and data to the removable recording me-
dium 915.
[0157] When a program or data is reproduced from a
storage medium for execution or processing on the CPU
901, the program or the data that is reproduced is sup-
plied, for example, to the connected RAM 903 via the
input/output interface 922 or the bus 921.
[0158] The processing described in the specification
can be executed via software or hardware or in the com-
posite configuration of the both. To execute a sequence
of processing via software, a computer in which the pro-
grams of the software are built in the special hardware
may be provided, a program-readable recording medi-
um such as a flexible disk or a CD-ROM, in which the
programs are stored, may be supplied to a computer,
such as a PC, in which the programs can be installed
for executing various functions, or the programs may be
downloaded via a communication network such as the
Internet.
[0159] More specifically, the programs can be record-
ed in advance in the hard disk or the ROM (Read Only
Memory) used as the recording medium. Alternatively,
the programs can be temporarily or permanently stored
(recorded) on a removable recording medium such as
a flexible disk, a CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read Only
Memory), an MO (Magneto optical) disc, a DVD (Digital
Versatile Disc), a magnetic disk, or a semiconductor
memory. This removable recording medium can be pro-
vided as packaged software.
[0160] The programs are installed from one of remov-

able recording media described above to the computer,
transferred wirelessly from a download site to the com-
puter, or transferred to the computer via cable over a
network such as a LAN (Local Area Network) and the
Internet. The computer receives the programs trans-
ferred in such a way, and the programs can be installed
on a recording medium such as a built-in hard disk.
[0161] A camcorder, a personal video recorder, and a
home gateway are possible information processing ap-
paratuses for configuring a node, a recording command
apparatus, and a reproducing command apparatus. An-
other apparatus with a configuration having a recording
unit for recording data, a control unit for performing a
predetermined calculation, and a network interface for
transmitting and receiving data may also be used.
[0162] Although the recording probability : α and the
return probability : β are recorded in a packet, the re-
cording probability : α and the return probability : β may
also be recorded in any recording unit or a packet to
allow the nodes to reference the values. When the reed
tornado encoding method is used for FEC encoding, the
interleave processing may be omitted.
[0163] The various processing described in the spec-
ification can be executed not only in a time series man-
ner according to the description but also concurrently or
individually according to the processing capability of the
apparatus that executes the processing or according to
the requirement. In this specification, the system refers
to the configuration of a logical collection of multiple ap-
paratuses but is not limited to the configuration in which
the apparatuses, each with its own configuration, are in
the same cabinet.
[0164] The present invention has been described in
detail with reference to specific embodiments. However,
it is apparent that those skilled in the art can make mod-
ifications or substitutions of the embodiments without
departing from the spirit of the present invention. That
is, the present invention that has been disclosed is illus-
trative and not restrictive. To understand the spirit of the
present invention, the claims described in the first part
should be referenced.

Industrial Applicability

[0165] As described above, when data recording
processing is performed for a plurality of distributed
nodes connected to a network, a recording command
apparatus sets data for determining for the nodes to de-
termine whether to execute data recording and trans-
mits a data recording processing request, in which the
data for determination and data to be recorded are
stored, to the nodes so that the nodes can autonomous-
ly determine whether to execute data recording
processing based on the data for determination. There-
fore, the configuration of the present invention elimi-
nates the need for the recording command apparatus,
which issues a recording request, to perform preproc-
essing such as the selection of a particular recording
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node, thus increasing the efficiency of data recording
processing for distributed nodes.
[0166] Furthermore, when data recorded in the dis-
tributed nodes connected to a network is collected and
reproduced, a reproducing command apparatus that
transmits a data reproducing processing request sets
data for determining for the nodes to determine whether
to extract and transmit data and transmits a data repro-
ducing processing request, in which the data for deter-
mination that is set and data specifying data to be re-
produced are stored, to the nodes so that the nodes can
autonomously determine whether to extract and trans-
mit data based on the data for determination. Therefore,
the configuration according to the present invention
eliminates the need for the reproducing command ap-
paratus to perform preprocessing such as the selection
of a particular recording node, thus increasing the effi-
ciency of data reproducing processing for distributed
nodes.
[0167] Furthermore, the configuration according to
the present invention eliminates the need for the
processing requesting side to search for a node (infor-
mation processing apparatus) to be processed, be-
cause an information processing apparatus connected
to the network determines whether to execute process-
ing requested by the processing request based on the
data for determination included in the data processing
request received via the data reception unit.
[0168] Furthermore, the configuration according to
the present invention ensures the reliable recovery of
data from the return data, because data distributed and
recorded to the nodes is divided into p blocks, FEC en-
coding with the encoding rate of q/p is performed for the
p blocks to convert them into q blocks, and the recording
probability : α of each node and the return probability :
β specified by the reproducing command apparatus are
set such that the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3

β > the number of blocks : p.

Claims

1. An information processing apparatus as a recording
command apparatus for transmitting a data record-
ing processing request to nodes connected to a net-
work, characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting unit for setting
data for determining whether processing ac-
cording to the processing request is to be exe-
cuted in a node that receives the data recording
processing request;
a packet generating unit for storing data for de-
termination set by the rule deciding condition
setting unit, and for generating a data recording
processing request packet that stores data for
recording processing; and
a network interface unit for transmitting the

packets generated by the packet generating
unit.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, characterized in that:

said rule deciding condition setting unit is con-
figured to execute setting processing for a prob-
ability value : α as a description of recording
rule deciding condition for use in determining
whether the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed in a node
that receives the data recording processing re-
quest; and
said packet generating unit is configured to ex-
ecute generation processing for packets that
store the probability value : α as the description
of recording rule deciding condition.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, characterized by further comprising:

a data processing unit for executing FEC en-
coding processing and interleave processing
for data for recording processing; and
said packet generating unit is configured to ex-
ecute generation processing of a packet in
which data processed by the data processing
unit is set as a payload.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, characterized by further comprising:

a data processing unit for executing FEC en-
coding processing for data for recording
processing, wherein the data processing unit is
configured to divide the data into p blocks and
to execute encoding processing of encoding
rate of q/p for converting into q blocks by apply-
ing FEC encoding to thus generated p blocks,
and wherein;
said rule deciding condition setting unit is con-
figured to set a probability value : α which caus-
es to record data with a recording probability :
α as a description of recording rule deciding
condition in a node that receives the data re-
cording processing request, and is configured
to set the probability value : α so that a relation
between the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3

n 3 β which is able to be calculated from a re-
turn probability : β specified by a reproducing
command apparatus connected to the network,
the number of the encoded blocks : q, and the
number of network connection nodes : n, and
the number of blocks : p becomes the number
of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β > the number
of blocks : p.
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5. An information processing apparatus as a repro-
ducing command apparatus for transmitting a data
reproducing processing request to nodes connect-
ed to a network, characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting unit for setting
data for determining whether processing ac-
cording to the processing request is to be exe-
cuted in a node that receives the data repro-
ducing processing request;
a packet generating unit for storing data for de-
termination set by the rule deciding condition
setting unit, and for generating a data reproduc-
ing processing request packet that stores data
for reproducing processing; and
a network interface unit for transmitting the
packets generated by the packet generating
unit.

6. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, characterized in that:

said rule deciding condition setting unit is con-
figured to execute setting processing for a prob-
ability value : α as a description of reproducing
rule deciding condition for use in determining
whether the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed in a node
that receives the data reproducing processing
request; and
the packet generating unit is configured to ex-
ecute generation processing for packets that
store the probability value : α as the description
of reproducing rule deciding condition.

7. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, characterized by further comprising:

a data recovery processing unit for executing
de-interleave processing and FEC decoding
processing, wherein;
said data recovery processing unit executes
the de-interleave processing and the FEC de-
coding processing for data for reproducing
processing extracted from a packet received
from a node that receives the data reproducing
processing request, and recovers the data.

8. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, characterized in that:

said data for reproducing processing stored in
the node is the data divided into p blocks exe-
cuted encoding processing of encoding rate of
q/p for converting into q blocks by applying FEC
encoding to thus generated p blocks, and
said rule deciding condition setting unit is con-
figured to set a probability value : β which caus-

es to return data with a return probability : β as
a description of reproducing rule deciding con-
dition in a node that receives the data reproduc-
ing processing request, and is configured to set
the probability value : β so that a relation be-
tween the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n
3 β which is able to be calculated from a re-
cording probability : α specified by a recording
command apparatus connected to the network,
the number of the encoded blocks : q, and the
number of network connection nodes : n, and
the number of blocks : p becomes the number
of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β > the number
of blocks : p.

9. An information processing apparatus character-
ized by comprising:

a data reception unit;
a rule decision processing unit for determining
whether data processing based on a data
processing request received via the data recep-
tion unit is to be executed; and
a data processing unit for executing data
processing based on the determination of the
rule decision processing unit, wherein;
the rule decision processing unit is configured
to execute determination processing for deter-
mining whether or not the processing according
to the processing request is to be executed
based on data for determination included in the
data processing request received via the data
reception unit.

10. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 9, characterized in that:

said data for determination is a probability val-
ue as a rule deciding condition descriptor in-
cluded in a data processing request; and
said rule decision processing unit is configured
to determine whether or not the processing ac-
cording to a processing request is to be execut-
ed in accordance with the probability value.

11. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 9, characterized in that:

said data for determination is a probability val-
ue as a rule deciding condition descriptor in-
cluded in a data processing request; and
said rule decision processing unit is configured
to execute random number generation
processing, and to execute determining
processing for determining whether or not the
processing according to a processing request
is to be executed according to a result of com-
parison between a generated random number
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and the probability value.

12. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 9, characterized in that:

said data for determination is data processing
request storing data included in a data process-
ing request; and
said rule decision processing unit is configured
to perform hash value calculation processing
based on the data processing request storing
data, and to execute determining processing
for determining whether or not the processing
according to a processing request is to be ex-
ecuted according to a result of comparison be-
tween a calculated hash value and a setting val-
ue set in its own apparatus in advance.

13. A data recording processing method for transmit-
ting a data recording processing request to a plu-
rality of nodes connected to a network, and for ex-
ecuting distributed data recording processing for
the plurality of nodes, characterized by compris-
ing:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting
data for determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be ex-
ecuted in a node that receives the data record-
ing processing request;
a packet generating step storing data for deter-
mination set by the rule deciding condition set-
ting step, and for generating a data recording
processing request packet that stores the data
for recording processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the
packets generated by the packet generating
step.

14. The data recording processing method according
to claim 13, characterized in that:

said rule deciding condition setting step exe-
cutes setting processing for a probability value :
α as a description of recording rule deciding
condition for use in determining whether the
processing according to the processing request
is to be executed in a node that receives the
data recording processing request; and
said packet generating step executes genera-
tion processing for packets that store the prob-
ability value : α as the description of recording
rule deciding condition.

15. The data recording processing method according
to claim 13, characterized in that:

said data recording processing method further

comprises a data processing unit for executing
FEC encoding processing and interleave
processing for data for recording processing;
and
said packet generating step executes genera-
tion processing of a packet in which data proc-
essed by the data processing step is set as a
payload.

16. The data recording processing method according
to claim 13, characterized in that:

said data recording processing method further
comprises a data processing step for executing
FEC encoding processing for data for recording
processing, wherein said data processing step
divides the data into p blocks and executes en-
coding processing of encoding rate of q/p for
converting into q blocks by applying FEC en-
coding to thus generated p blocks; and
said rule deciding condition setting unit sets a
probability value : α which causes to record da-
ta with a recording probability : α as a descrip-
tion of recording rule deciding condition in a
node that receives the data recording process-
ing request, and sets the probability value : α
so that a relation between the number of return
blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β which is able to be cal-
culated from a return probability : β specified by
a reproducing command apparatus connected
to the network, the number of the encoded
blocks : q, and the number of network connec-
tion nodes : n, and the number of blocks : p be-
comes the number of return blocks : q 3 α 3 n
3 β > the number of blocks : p.

17. A data reproducing processing method for transmit-
ting a data reproducing processing request to
nodes connected to a network, and for executing
data reproducing processing based on return data,
characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting
data for determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be ex-
ecuted in a node that receives the data repro-
ducing processing request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for
determination set by the rule deciding condition
setting step, and for generating a data repro-
ducing processing request packet that stores
specifying data of the data for reproducing
processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the
packets generated by the packet generating
step.

18. The data reproducing processing method according
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to claim 17, characterized in that:

said rule deciding condition setting step exe-
cutes setting processing for a probability value :
β as a description of reproducing rule deciding
condition for use in determining whether the
processing according to the processing request
is to be executed in a node that receives the
data reproducing processing request; and
said packet generating step executes genera-
tion processing for packets that store the prob-
ability value : β as the description of reproduc-
ing rule deciding condition.

19. The data reproducing processing method according
to claim 17, characterized in that:

said data reproducing processing method fur-
ther comprises:

a data recovery processing step for execut-
ing de-interleave processing and FEC de-
coding processing; wherein said data re-
covery processing step executes the de-in-
terleave processing and the FEC decoding
processing for data for reproducing
processing extracted from a packet re-
ceived from a node that receives the data
reproducing processing request, and re-
covers the data.

20. The data reproducing processing method according
to claim 17, characterized in that:

said data for reproducing processing stored in
the node is the data divided into p blocks exe-
cuted encoding processing of encoding rate of
q/p for converting into q blocks by applying FEC
encoding to thus generated p blocks; and
said rule deciding condition setting step sets a
probability value : β which causes to return data
with a return probability : β as a description of
reproducing rule deciding condition in a node
that receives the data reproducing processing
request, and sets the probability value : β so
that a relation between the number of return
blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β which is able to be cal-
culated from a recording probability : α speci-
fied by a recording command apparatus con-
nected to the network, the number of the en-
coded blocks : q, and the number of network
connection nodes : n, and the number of
blocks : p becomes the number of return
blocks : q 3 α 3 n 3 β > the number of blocks :
p.

21. A data processing method for analyzing a data
processing request received via a data reception

unit, and for determining whether the data process-
ing request is to be executed, characterized by
comprising:

a rule decision processing step for determining
whether data processing based on the data
processing request is to be executed; and
a data processing step for executing data
processing based on the determination of the
rule decision processing step, wherein;
the rule decision processing step determines
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed based on
data for determination included in the data
processing request received via the data recep-
tion unit.

22. The data processing method according to claim 21,
characterized in that:

said data for determination is a probability val-
ue that is a rule deciding condition descriptor
included in the data processing request; and
said rule decision processing step determines
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed in accord-
ance with the probability value.

23. The data processing method according to claim 21,
characterized in that:

said data for determination is a probability val-
ue that is a rule deciding condition descriptor
included in the data processing request; and
said rule decision processing step executes
random number generation processing, and
determines whether or not the processing ac-
cording to the processing request is to be exe-
cuted according to a result of comparison be-
tween a generated random number and the
probability value.

24. The data processing method according to claim 21,
characterized in that:

said data for determination is data processing
request storing data included in the data
processing request; and
said rule decision processing step executes
hash value calculation processing based on the
data processing request storing data, and de-
termines whether or not processing according
to the processing request is to be executed ac-
cording to a result of comparison between a cal-
culated hash value and a setting value set in its
own apparatus in advance.

25. A computer program for transmitting a data record-
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ing processing request to a plurality of nodes con-
nected to a network and for executing distributed
data recording processing for the plurality of nodes,
characterized by comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting
data for determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be ex-
ecuted in a node that receives the data record-
ing processing request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for
determination set by the rule deciding condition
setting step, and for generating a data record-
ing processing request packet that stores the
data for recording processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the
packets generated by the packet generating
step.

26. A computer program for transmitting a data repro-
ducing processing request to nodes connected to a
network and for executing data reproducing
processing based on return data, characterized by
comprising:

a rule deciding condition setting step for setting
data for determining whether the processing
according to the processing request is to be ex-
ecuted in a node that receives the data record-
ing processing request;
a packet generating step for storing the data for
determination set by the rule deciding condition
setting step, and for generating a data repro-
ducing processing request packet that stores
specifying data for data for reproducing
processing; and
a packet transmitting step for transmitting the
packets generated by the packet generating
step.

27. A computer program for analyzing a data process-
ing request received via a data reception unit, and
for determining whether the data processing re-
quest is to be executed, characterized by compris-
ing:

a rule decision processing step for determining
whether the data processing based on the data
processing request is to be executed; and
a data processing step for executing the data
processing based on the determination of the
rule decision processing step, wherein;
the rule decision processing step determines
whether or not the processing according to the
processing request is to be executed based on
data for determination included in the data
processing request received via the data recep-
tion unit.
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