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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates, in general, to a
Positron Emission Tomography (PET)-Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging (MRI) combination apparatus, and, more
particularly, to a PET-MRI combination apparatus, in
which a PET device and an MRI device are combined
with each other, thus obtaining an image in which an MR
image and a molecular PET image of an object are com-
bined. Further, the present invention relates to a PET-
MRI combination apparatus, which extends transaxial
and axial fields of view (FOV) of a PET device through
the structural improvement of the PET device and is not
influenced by a strong magnetic field produced in an MRI
device.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] PET was developed in mid-1975 by M. Ter-Pog-
ossian, M. Phelps, et al. at Washington University in St.
Louis, Missouri in the United States through the use of
the principle of the coincidence detection of annihilation
radiation. Since then, PET has been developed by sev-
eral commercial companies including CPS-CTI. Recent-
ly, the utilization of PET has greatly increased in the form
of PET-Computed Tomography (CT) combination imag-
ing devices.
[0003] Meanwhile, MRI was developed in 1973 by P.
Lauterbur. MRI is similar to CT or PET to some degree,
but is different from them in physical principles. Currently,
10,000 or more MRI devices are used in hospitals all over
the world. Basically, since such an MRI device is a mor-
phological or anatomical imaging space rather than a
functional imaging space, molecular specificity is insuf-
ficient. However, an MRI device has higher temporal and
anatomical resolution than a PET device. Further, func-
tional MRI (fMRI) to which a function of obtaining func-
tional images is added was developed by S. Ogawa in
1992. As such a function related to functional images is
added, an fMRI device has become a device capable of
providing the most excellent brain image in the fields of
neuroscience.
[0004] When an fMRI device was developed and intro-
duced into the world, the entire academic world related
to neuroscience enthusiastically accepted such a new
device because an fMRI device was from the standpoint
of brain images a very striking device. However, as re-
quests for molecular specificity have been made, that
enthusiasm did not last long, and thus attention funda-
mentally reverted once again to PET. As is well known
to those skilled in the art, PET has two principal abilities,
specifically, the ability to measure the affinity/distribution
of metabolism of specific dispositions such as glucose
and ganciclovir, and the ability to measure the affinity/dis-

tribution of specific neuroreceptors to ligands of neuro-
transmitters.
[0005] As described above, PET and MRI devices
have their own peculiar advantages and disadvantages.
In more detail, a PET device can provide body tissue-
related molecular and functional information in very high
contrast. However, since a PET device fundamentally
has a low resolution, there is a limitation in providing an-
atomical information. In contrast, an MRI device can pro-
vide detailed anatomical information about body tissues,
but has a limitation in providing molecular and functional
information, compared to a PET device.
[0006] As described above, due to the advantages and
disadvantages of PET and MRI devices, Korean Patent
No. 10-0842682 discloses a PET-MRI hybrid system de-
vised to combine PET and MRI devices with each other
and obtain anatomical information and molecular infor-
mation alongside each other. This system is configured
such that a first scanner and a second scanner are con-
nected to each other through a transport rail, and a table
capable of holding an examination target is provided on
the transport rail, thus sequentially obtaining a PET im-
age and an MRI image.
[0007] However, the above system disclosed in Kore-
an Patent No. 10-0842682 is problematic in that the ob-
ject transport rail occupies a large amount of space, and
time is required to transport an object from the first scan-
ner to the second scanner through the transport rail, and
thus it is impossible to simultaneously obtain PET and
MRI images.
[0008] In order to solve this problem, in the related
technical field, International Patent Publication No.
WO06/119085 discloses a PET scintillation detection
unit having an optical fiber and an MRI-PET combination
system using the same, International Patent Publication
No. WO06/071922 discloses an integrated PET/MRI im-
aging system and PET detector for an Avalanche Pho-
todiode (APD) base for use in simultaneous PET/MRI
imaging, and International Patent Publication No.
WO08/127369 discloses hybrid PET/MR imaging sys-
tem.
[0009] The PET scintillation detection unit having an
optical fiber and the MRI-PET combination system using
the same, disclosed in International Patent Publication
No. WO06/119085, are configured such that the scintil-
lation detection unit of a PET device is installed within an
MRI device, thus sequentially obtaining PET images and
MRI images.
[0010] However, the scheme disclosed in International
Patent Publication No. WO06/119085 is configured using
a structure in which scintillation crystals and an optical
device are connected to each other through an optical
fiber, thus deteriorating the performance of PET. Further,
this scheme is problematic in that it is difficult to extend
a axial FOV of a PET scanner due to the limitation of a
space in which the optical fiber is installed.
[0011] Hybrid PET/MR imaging system, disclosed in
International Patent Publication No. WO08/127369, is
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configured such that a PET scanner is disposed in the
same radio frequency isolation space as MRI.
[0012] However, time is required to transport an object
from the first scanner to the second scanner through the
transport rail, and thus it is impossible to simultaneously
obtain PET and MRI images.
[0013] The integrated PET/MRI imaging system and
PET detector for an APD base for use in simultaneous
PET/MRI imaging, disclosed in International Patent Pub-
lication No. WO06/071922, is provided to be used for
PET/MRI imaging in which an APD-based PET module
is integrated, and is configured such that each detector
includes an array of scintillation crystals read out by an
array of APDs, the APD-based PET module being posi-
tioned in the tunnel of an MR scanner. Further, artifact-
free images may be captured by an APD-based PET and
MRI system that can be used for a high-resolution and
cost-effective integrated PET/MRI system.
[0014] However, the above scheme disclosed in Inter-
national Patent Publication No. WO06/071922 is config-
ured using a structure in which a pre-amplifier is located
in an MRI bore, and thus a problem arises in that, due to
the spatial restrictions of the inside of the MRI bore, a
signal amplification circuit must be integrated, and in that
a protection device, such as a copper shield for protecting
the circuits from the influence of the inherent character-
istics of an MRI environment, that is, high magnetic fields
and RF signals, is required. Further, there is a fear that
the generation of heat by the signal amplification circuit
itself and the generation of heat by the copper shield
attributable to gradient coils may cause the reduction of
the amplification factor of a photo sensor and the dete-
rioration of PET performance with the passage of time,
and that the insertion of the signal amplification circuit
and the copper shield may result in the deterioration of
MRI performance such as by reducing the intensity of a
magnetic gradient field and deteriorating sensitivity to
MRI images.
[0015] US 20080265887 (Anton M. Linz et all) disclos-
es a combined PET - MRI apparatus in which the scin-
tillator and photodiode components are placed within the
PET-MRI bore. A plurality of adjacent detector rings are
aligned circumferentially along the longitudinal axis to
increase the axial imaging volume. Data connections be-
tween the detector arrays and the processing units, which
are placed external to the PET-MRI bore, can be direct
wired or fiber optic or wireless connections.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0016] Accordingly, the present invention has been
made keeping in mind the above problems occurring in
the prior art, and an object of the present invention is to
provide a PET-MRI combination apparatus, which can
simultaneously or sequentially obtain PET images and
MRI images, and can extend transaxial and axial fields
of view(FOV).
[0017] Another object of the present invention is to pro-

vide a PET-MRI combination apparatus, which minimiz-
es the deterioration of PET performance attributable to
the generation of heat by a PET circuit unit and a copper
shield and the deterioration of MRI performance occur-
ring when a PET device is located in an MRI bore while
preventing interference from occurring in the PET device
due to the influence of a magnetic field produced in the
MRI bore and minimizing the deterioration of PET per-
formance that may occur when an optical fiber is used.
[0018] In order to accomplish the above objects, the
present invention provides a Positron Emission Tomog-
raphy (PET)-Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) com-
bination apparatus according to claim 1, comprising an
MRI bore configured to capture an MR image of a object
which moves into an imaging space; a PET detector in-
stalled inside the imaging space of the MRI bore, and
configured such that a plurality of scintillation crystal ar-
rays, each having a plurality of scintillation crystals ar-
ranged in a ring shape, is arranged in a longitudinal di-
rection so as to extend a axial field of view(FOV); a PET
circuit unit installed outside the MRI bore to prevent the
PET circuit unit from being influenced by a magnetic field
produced in the MRI bore, and configured to include
therein a signal amplification circuit and a signal process-
ing circuit; a cable configured to connect the PET detector
to the PET circuit unit and an object table equipped with
a movable bed for allowing the object to move into the
imaging space, wherein the PET circuit unit is installed
within the object table.
[0019] Preferably, the PET detector comprises a photo
sensor for converting scintillation detected by the scintil-
lation crystals into charge signals, and the cable is con-
nected to the photo sensor and is configured to transmit
the charge signals to the PET circuit unit.
[0020] Preferably, the photo sensor is a semiconductor
photo sensor.
[0021] The PET-MRI combination apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1 further comprises an object table equipped
with a movable bed for allowing the object to move into
the imaging space, wherein the PET circuit unit is in-
stalled within the object table.
[0022] Preferably, the scintillation crystals are each im-
plemented as one of Bismuth Germanate (BGO), Lute-
tium Oxyorthosilicate (LSO), Lutetium Yttrium Oxyortho-
silicate (LYSO), Lutetium Aluminum Perovskite (LuAP),
Lutetium Yttrium Aluminum Perovskite (LuYAP), Lantha-
num Bromide (LaBr3) and Lutetium Iodide (LuI3), which
are free from gadolinium, or as a multi-layer structure
thereof.
[0023] Preferably, the cable is a low-capacitance cable
which does not influence performance of PET imaging
even if a cable having such a length as to extend outwards
from the MRI bore is used.
[0024] Preferably, the cable has a length from 5cm to
900cm so as to prevent performance of PET and MRI
imaging from being deteriorated.
[0025] Preferably, the cable is a multi-channel cable
which comprises a number of channels corresponding
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to a number of charge signals output from the photo sen-
sor and transmits respective charge signals to the PET
circuit unit through corresponding channels.
[0026] Preferably, the cable is a multi-channel cable
comprising a number of channels exceeding a number
of charge signals output from the photo sensor, and the
channels corresponding to the charge signals in number
transmit respective charge signals to the PET circuit unit,
and remaining channels not participating in the transmis-
sion of the charge signals are grounded, thus minimizing
interference of the charge signals.
[0027] Preferably, the cable is a multi-channel fine co-
axial cable having an excellent shielding ability.
[0028] Preferably, the cable is a multi-channel twisted-
pair cable having minimized interference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will be more clearly
understood from the following detailed description taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of a PET-MRI combination
apparatus according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a PET detector in-
stalled in an MRI bore;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a PET-MRI combi-
nation apparatus; and
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of a PET-MRI combination
apparatus according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0030] Hereinafter, embodiments of a PET-MRI com-
bination apparatus according to the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to the attached draw-
ings.
[0031] FIG. 1 is a sectional view showing a PET-MRI
combination apparatus according to a first embodiment
of the present invention, FIG. 2 is a perspective view of
a PET detector installed in an MRI bore, and FIG. 3 is a
schematic diagram of a PET-MRI combination appara-
tus.
[0032] As shown in the drawings, the PET-MRI com-
bination apparatus according to the first embodiment of
the present invention includes an MRI bore 10 for cap-
turing MR images of an object(for example, Patient), a
PET detector 20 installed in the MRI bore 10, a cable 30,
one end of which is connected to the PET detector 20,
and a PET circuit unit 40 connected to the other end of
the cable 30.
[0033] The MRI bore 10 is configured such that an im-
aging space 11 is formed through the center of the MRI
bore 10, and a bed 12 for transporting an object is mount-
ed to allow the object to move into the imaging space 11

while the object is lying on the bed. The bed 12 is slidably
formed on an object table 14 to transport the object.
[0034] The PET detector 20 is formed in the shape of
a cylinder having a predetermined inside diameter to al-
low the object to pass therethrough and is provided in
the imaging space 11. On one side of the PET detector
20, a plurality of scintillation crystals 21 is arranged in a
ring shape to constitute a scintillation crystal array 22. A
plurality of scintillation crystal arrays 22 is arranged along
the longitudinal direction of the PET detector 20. The
opposite end of each of the scintillation crystals 21 is
connected to a photo sensor 23, and thus the PET de-
tector is constructed.
[0035] The scintillation crystals 21 to be used to con-
stitute the PET detector must have several characteris-
tics so as to detect 511 keV gamma rays that are pro-
duced in opposite directions through a pair annihilation
procedure. First, in order to improve system sensitivity,
the density of the scintillation crystals must be high for
increasing the gamma ray detection efficiency. Second,
in order to improve the energy resolution of a system,
efficiency for converting gamma rays into scintillation
must be high. Third, in order to improve the temporal
resolution of the system and minimize dead time, the time
for which incident gamma rays are rapidly converted into
scintillation in the scintillation crystals 21, that is, decay
time, must be short. Further, in order to design a PET
system in consideration of MR compatibility, scintillation
crystals must have low magnetic susceptibility and must
be prevented from causing distortions in MRI images.
Therefore, such a scintillation crystal in the present in-
vention may be implemented as one of Bismuth Ger-
manate (BGO), Lutetium Oxyorthosilicate (LSO), Lute-
tium Yttrium Oxyorthosilicate (LYSO), Lutetium Alumi-
num Perovskite (LuAP), Lutetium Yttrium Aluminum Per-
ovskite (LuYAP), Lanthanum Bromide (LaBr3) and Lute-
tium Iodide (LuI3), which are free from gadolinium, or may
be implemented as a multi-layer structure thereof.
[0036] The cable 30 is connected to the photo sensor
23 at one end thereof, and is preferably implemented as
a compact multi-channel cable. The cable 30 has a length
extending from the end of the transaxial direction of the
MRI bore 10 by such a distance that it can escape from
the range of the influence of a magnetic field produced
by the MRI bore 10. Preferably, the total length of the
cable 30 is 300cm or longer.
[0037] In more detail, one of the principal factors de-
teriorating the performance of a PET device is input noise
that reaches a signal amplification circuit 41. The mag-
nitude of this input noise that is quantitatively represent-
ed, that is, the magnitude of electric noise occurring in
the PET detector, is represented by Equivalent Noise
Charge (ENC). A method of minimizing the input noise
of the signal amplification circuit 41 using the equation
of ENC is intended to reduce capacitance between the
photo sensor 23 and the signal amplification circuit 41.
Accordingly, the photo sensor 23 and the signal amplifi-
cation circuit 41 are generally installed as close to each
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other as possible. However, in the case of the PET-MRI
combination apparatus, when a semiconductor sensor
and the signal amplification circuit are installed close to
each other, the deterioration of PET performance attrib-
utable to both the generation of heat by the signal am-
plification circuit and strong MR signals and the deterio-
ration of MRI performance attributable to the insertion of
a conductive material may occur.
[0038] The cable 30 required to transmit charge signals
output from the photo sensor 23 preferably has the fol-
lowing characteristics. That is, the cable 30 may be one
of a multi-channel cable which is capable of supplying a
bias voltage to the photo sensor 23 and transmitting the
output signal of the photo sensor 23, a cable which does
not cause the attenuation of a supply voltage even if the
length of the cable increases so that the photo sensor 23
can have a constant amplification factor, a cable which
does not deteriorate PET performance because the ca-
pacitance of the cable is low and then does not greatly
influence the increase in an ENC value even if the length
of the cable increases, a cable which does not deteriorate
the performance of MR imaging even if the cable is in-
serted into the MRI bore, and a compact cable which
enables the whole body PET/MRI structure to be imple-
mented without requiring the modification of the structure
of the MRI bore, and may include a connector for such
a cable.
[0039] A flat cable, a twisted-pair cable, a coaxial ca-
ble, etc. capable of minimizing signal interference be-
tween channels may be used as the above cable 30.
[0040] A PET-MRI combination apparatus using a
method of transmitting charge signals output from the
photo sensor may be preferably configured using the fol-
lowing design methods. First, a signal transmission sys-
tem may be designed to use a flat cable designed to
minimize interference that may occur in multi-channel
signals by adding, in the multi-channel cable, ground
lines to opposite ends of all the channels of a signal trans-
mission line, that is, the cable 30, or to use a fine coaxial
cable designed to shield each individual signal transmis-
sion line. Alternatively, a system may be designed to use
a cable 30 which has such a length as to extend outwards
from the MRI bore and does not cause the deterioration
of PET performance. When the cable in this case satisfies
the conditions of low capacitance, low conductive resist-
ance, and high characteristic impedance, an effective de-
sign may be achieved.
[0041] As the results of experiments conducted in
items for the basic PET performance using cables 30 of
a length from 5cm to 500cm which satisfy the above-
described design conditions, variation coefficients relat-
ed to the magnitudes of output signals, energy resolution,
and temporal resolution were measured as values below
5%. This proved that, even if a PET device is constructed
using a cable of a length of 900cm in which an additional
experiment was conducted, in addition to the cable of a
length of 500cm which falls within an error range in meas-
urement equipment and the system and is used in the

present experiments, the performance of the PET device
is not deteriorated. Further, it was proved that, even if
the PET detector and the cable used in the present ex-
periments are inserted into the MRI bore, the perform-
ance of MR imaging is not deteriorated.
[0042] The PET circuit unit 40 includes the signal am-
plification circuit 41 connected to the other end of the
cable 30, and a signal processing circuit 42 connected
to the signal amplification circuit 41.
[0043] A process in which the PET-MRI combination
apparatus according to the embodiment of the present
invention, which is constructed as described above, is
operated will be described below.
[0044] When an object is moved into the imaging space
11 while lying on the bed 12, the PET detector 20 captures
functional images of a diseased part of the object at the
same time that the MRI bore 10 captures MR images of
the diseased part while the diseased part passes through
the inside of the PET detector 20. Further, the MRI bore
10 and the PET detector 20 may capture images sepa-
rately rather than simultaneously according to the cir-
cumstances.
[0045] The image signals captured and obtained by
the MRI bore 10 are transmitted to an MRI image proc-
essor 13, and then the respective output signals are con-
verted into images. The images are transmitted to a com-
bined image processor 50.
[0046] The signal processing performed by the PET
device will be described below. The scintillation crystals
21 constituting each scintillation crystal array 22 detect
gamma rays emitted from a living body and convert the
gamma rays into scintillation. In this case, the scintillation
crystal arrays 22 are characterized in that a axial field of
view(FOV) is extended because a plurality of scintillation
crystal arrays 22 is arranged along the longitudinal direc-
tion of the PET detector, as shown in the drawings. Fur-
ther, it is possible to extend both transaxial and axial fields
of view(FOV) without requiring the modification of the
structure of the MRI bore 10.
[0047] The scintillation detected by the scintillation
crystals 21 is transmitted to the photo sensor 23, and is
then converted into charge signals. In conventional tech-
nologies, a Photo-Multiplier Tube (PMT) was mainly used
as the photo sensor. However, such a PMT has a problem
in that it cannot be used inside the MRI bore, and thus a
semiconductor photo sensor is used as the photo sensor
so that it is used inside the MRI bore 10. The charge
signals output from the semiconductor photo sensor 23
are transmitted to the signal amplification circuit 41, lo-
cated outside the MRI bore 10, through the cable 30.
Fine charge signals are amplified into voltage signals
while passing through the signal amplification circuit 41,
and amplified signals are encoded/decoded into the en-
ergy, interaction time and position information while
passing through the signal processing circuit 42. The
converted images are transmitted to the combined image
processor 50 and are then combined into a single image
by the image processor 50. That is, a combined image
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into which an anatomical image and a functional image
are combined is obtained. Further, the combined image
processor 50 may selectively combine respective images
into a single image or separate a single image into re-
spective images.
[0048] Similarly, a PET-MRI combination apparatus
according to the present invention has a structure in
which a cable 30 is extended to an object table 14’ and
a PET circuit unit 40 connected to the cable 30 is installed
within the object table 14’, as shown in FIG. 4. Further,
the PET-MRI combination apparatus is characterized in
that an installation area occupied by the PET-MRI com-
bination apparatus is reduced. Other structures and op-
erations thereof are identical to those of the first embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0049] In the PET-MRI combination apparatus accord-
ing to the present invention, it is possible to structurally
arrange a plurality of scintillation crystal arrays 22 along
a longitudinal direction, and thus an advantage of easily
extending a axial field of view(FOV) without modifying
the structure of an MRI bore 10 may be obtained.
[0050] Further, the PET-MRI combination apparatus
is characterized in that the deterioration of PET perform-
ance attributable to the use of an optical fiber and the
generation of heat by both a signal amplification circuit
and a copper shield may be minimized.
[0051] Furthermore, the PET-MRI combination appa-
ratus is characterized in that the axial field of view(FOV)
of the PET detector 20 installed in the limited inner space
of the MRI bore 10 can be extended, and a whole-body
system can be designed.
[0052] When the PET signal amplification circuit and
the signal processing circuit are located in the MRI bore,
a shielding device is required to protect the PET system
from MRI magnets, gradient coils, and RF pulses.
[0053] However, according to the present invention, a
copper shielding method for protecting signal amplifica-
tion/processing circuits from the high magnetic field of
the MRI device can be easily implemented, and magnetic
field shielding using relatively thick copper is possible.
Further, the attenuation and diffusion of gamma rays
caused by a copper shielding material does not occur,
and the temperature of the PET detector 20 does not
increase because of eddy current generated in the cop-
per shield due to the magnetic gradient field in MR. Since
the integration of the signal amplification circuit is not
essential, the period and cost required for the develop-
ment of devices can be reduced. Further, since the in-
crease in the temperature of the PET detector 20 attrib-
utable to heat generated by the PET circuit unit 40 does
not occur, PET performance is not deteriorated, and a
separate cooling system is not required.
[0054] Furthermore, from the standpoint of the MRI de-
vice, the slope of the magnetic gradient field is not de-
creased by inserting a conductive material into the PET
device, and the deterioration of sensitivity is reduced. In
particular, the deterioration of uniformity and signal to
noise ratio(SNR) of MR images which may occur in the

whole-body PET/MRI combination apparatus can be
minimized.
[0055] As described above, a PET-MRI combination
apparatus according to the present invention is advan-
tageous in that it can prevent interference from occurring
in a PET device due to the influence of a magnetic field
produced in an MRI bore while simultaneously or sequen-
tially obtaining anatomical images (MRI images) and
functional images (PET images), thus improving the re-
liability of products.
[0056] Further, the PET-MRI combination apparatus
according to the present invention is advantageous in
that a plurality of scintillation crystal arrays is arranged
in a longitudinal direction, thus easily extending a axial
field of view(FOV).
[0057] Furthermore, the PET-MRI combination appa-
ratus according to the present invention is advantageous
in that scintillation crystals and a photo sensor are in-
stalled inside the MRI bore, and a PET circuit unit com-
posed of a signal amplification circuit and a signal
processing circuit is installed outside the MRI bore, so
that an installation space for a PET detector can be re-
duced, and thus the increase in the diameter of the PET
detector (the extension of a transaxial FOV) can be re-
alized to such an extent that the entire body can be cap-
tured.
[0058] Furthermore, the PET-MRI combination appa-
ratus according to the present invention is advantageous
in that factors deteriorating PET performance due to heat
generated by signal amplification circuits such as a pre-
amplifier and a shaping amplifier can be eliminated from
the PET detector, and the deterioration of PET perform-
ance, occurring when an optical fiber is used in the prior
art, can be minimized.
[0059] In addition, the PET-MRI combination appara-
tus according to the present invention is advantageous
in that the deterioration of the uniformity and S/N ratio of
MRI images can be minimized.

Claims

1. A Positron Emission Tomography (PET)-Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) combination apparatus,
comprising:

an MRI bore (10) configured to capture an MR
image of an object which moves into an imaging
space (11);
a PET detector (20) installed inside the imaging
space (11) of the MRI bore (10), and configured
such that a plurality of scintillation crystal arrays
(22), each having a plurality of scintillation crys-
tals (21) arranged in a ring shape, is arranged
in a longitudinal direction so as to extend a axial
field of view(FOV);
a PET circuit unit (40) installed outside the MRI
bore (10) to prevent the PET circuit unit (40) from
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being influenced by a magnetic field produced
in the MRI bore (10), and configured to include
therein a signal amplification circuit (41) and a
signal processing circuit (42); and
a cable (30) configured to connect the PET de-
tector (20) to the PET circuit unit (40); said ap-
paratus comprises an object table (14’)
equipped with a movable bed (12) for allowing
the object to move into the imaging space (11),
characterized in said PET circuit unit (40) being
installed within the object table (14’).

2. The PET-MRI combination apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein:

the PET detector (20) comprises a photo sensor
for converting scintillation detected by the scin-
tillation crystals (21) into charge signals; and
the cable (30) is connected to the photo sensor
and is configured to transmit the charge signals
to the PET circuit unit (40).

3. The PET-MRI combination apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the photo sensor is a semiconductor
photo sensor.

4. The PET-MRI combination apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the scintillation crystals (21) are
each implemented as one of Bismuth Germanate
(BGO), Lutetium Oxyorthosilicate (LSO), Lutetium
Yttrium Oxyorthosilicate (LYSO), Lutetium Alumi-
num Perovskite (LuAP), Lutetium Yttrium Aluminum
Perovskite (LuYAP), Lanthanum Bromide (LaBr3)
and Lutetium Iodide (LuI3), which are free from gado-
linium, or as a multi-layer structure thereof.

Patentansprüche

1. Positronenemissionstomografie (PET) - Magnetre-
sonanztomografie (MRT) - Kombinationsvorrich-
tung, welche Folgendes umfasst:

eine MRT-Bohrung (10), die zum Aufnehmen ei-
nes MR-Bildes eines Objektes, welches sich in
einen Bildgebungsraum (11) bewegt, konfigu-
riert ist;
einen PET-Detektor (20), der im Inneren des
Bildgebungsraumes (11) der MRT-Bohrung
(10) installiert ist und derart konfiguriert ist, dass
mehrere Szintillationskristallanordnungen (22),
die jeweils mehrere Szintillationskristalle (21)
angeordnet in einer Ringform aufweisen, in ei-
ner Längsrichtung angeordnet sind, um so ein
axiales Bildfeld (FOV - field of view) zu erwei-
tern;
eine PET-Schaltungseinheit (40), die außerhalb
der MRT-Bohrung (10) installiert ist, um zu ver-

hindern, dass die PET-Schaltungseinheit (40)
durch ein Magnetfeld beeinflusst wird, das in der
MRT-Bohrung (10) erzeugt wird, und derart kon-
figuriert ist, dass sie eine Signalverstärkungs-
schaltung (41) und eine Signalverarbeitungs-
schaltung (42) darin beinhaltet; und
ein Kabel (30), das zum Verbinden des PET-
Detektors (20) mit der PET-Schaltungseinheit
(40) konfiguriert ist;
wobei die Vorrichtung einen Objekttisch (14’)
umfasst, der mit einem beweglichen Bett (12)
ausgestattet ist, um es dem Objekt zu gestatten,
sich in den Bildgebungsraum (11) zu bewegen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die PET-
Schaltungseinheit (40) innerhalb des Objektti-
sches (14’) installiert ist.

2. PET-MRT-Kombinationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch
1, wobei:

der PET-Detektor (20) einen Fotosensor zum
Umwandeln von Szintillation, die durch die Szin-
tillationskristalle (21) erkannt wird, in Ladungs-
signale umfasst; und das Kabel (30) mit dem
Fotosensor verbunden ist und zum Übertragen
der Ladungssignale an die PET-Schaltungsein-
heit (40) konfiguriert ist.

3. PET-MRT-Kombinationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch
2, wobei der Fotosensor ein Halbleiter-Fotosensor
ist.

4. PET-MRT-Kombinationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch
1, wobei die Szintillationskristalle (21) jeweils entwe-
der als Bismutgermanat (BGO), Lutetiumoxyortho-
silicat (LSO), Lutetiumyttriumoxyorthosilicat (LY-
SO), Lutetiumaluminiumperowskit (LuAP), Luteti-
umyttriumaluminiumperowskit (LuYAP), Lanthan-
bromid (LaBr3) oder Lutetiumiodid (Lu-I3), welche
frei von Gadolinium sind, oder als eine Mehr-
schichtstruktur davon implementiert sind.

Revendications

1. Appareil de combinaison tomographie par émission
de positrons (TEP)-image de résonance magnétique
(IRM), comprenant:

un alésage IRM (10) configuré pour capturer une
image RM d’un objet qui se déplace dans un
espace de l’image (11);
un détecteur TEP (20) installé à l’intérieur de
l’espace d’image (11) de l’alésage IRM (10), et
configuréde sorte qu’une pluralité de réseaux
de cristaux à scintillation (22), ayant chacun une
pluralité de cristaux à scintillation (21) arrangés
dans une forme d’anneau, est arrangée dans
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une direction longitudinale pour étendre un
champ axial de vision (FOV);
une unité de circuits TEP (40) installée à l’exté-
rieur de l’alésage IRM (10) pour prévenir l’unité
de circuits TEP (40) d’être influencée par un
champ magnétique produit dans l’alésage IRM
(10), et configuré pour inclure là dedans un cir-
cuit d’amplification de signaux (41) et un circuit
de traitement de signaux (42); et
un câble (30) configuré pour connecter le détec-
teur TEP (20) à l’unité de circuits TEP (40);
ledit appareil comprend une table d’objets (14’)
équipée avec un lit mobile (12) pour permettre
à l’objet se mouvoir dans l’espace d’image (11),
caractérisé dans ladite unité de circuits TEP (40)
étant installée dans la table d’objets (14’).

2. Appareil de combinaison (TEP)- (IMR)selon la re-
vendication 1, où:

le détecteur TEP (20) comprend un capteur pho-
to pour convertir la scintillation détectée par les
cristaux à scintillation (21) dans des signaux de
chargement; et
le câble (30) est connecté au capteur photo et
configuré pour transmettre les signaux de char-
gement à l’unité de circuits TEP (40).

3. Appareil de combinaison (TEP)-(IMR) selon la re-
vendication 2, oùle capteur photo est un capteur pho-
tosemi-conducteur.

4. Appareil de combinaison (TEP)-(IMR) selon la re-
vendication 1, oùles cristaux à scintillation (21) sont
chacun implémenté comme l’un du germanate de
bismuth (BGO) de l’oxyorthosilicate de lutétium
(LSO), de l’oxyorthosilicate de lutétium-yttrium (LY-
SO), de la perovskite de lutétium-aluminium (LuAP),
de la pérovskite de lutétium-yttrium-aluminium
(LuYAP), dubromure de lanthane (LaBr3) et de l’io-
dure de lutétium (LuI3), qui sont exemptes de gado-
linium, ou comme une structure multi-couche de
ceux-ci.
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