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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  an  ashtray  of  the  kind 
referred  to  in  the  preamble  to  claim  1  . 

In  a  known  form  of  ashtray  grooves  are  pro- 
vided  in  the  upper  rim  of  an  ashtray  for  supporting 
a  cigarette.  Such  grooves  may  slope  backwardly  as 
in  US-A-21  84994  and  US-A-2453790.  When  the 
cigarette  rests  in  the  groove  the  burning  end  is 
placed  above  the  ash  receptacle.  When  the  ciga- 
rette  burns  for  a  sufficient  interval  the  centre  of 
gravity  is  altered  whereby  it  may  tilt  backwards  and 
fall  onto  a  potentially  combustible  surface. 

One  form  of  ashtray  for  controlling  the  burning 
rate  is  known  from  US-A-4241742.  This  comprises 
a  series  of  horizontal  grooves  adapted  to  receive  a 
cigarette  and  affect  the  rate  of  combustion.  Other 
forms  of  ashtray  are  known,  for  example,  from  US- 
A-3675662  and  US-A-4239049. 

According  to  one  aspect  of  this  invention  there 
is  provided  an  ashtray  having  a  peripheral  wall 
surrounding  a  central  ash-receiving  well  portion, 
said  wall  having  one  or  more  transverse  channels 
extending  from  the  outside  to  the  inside,  each 
channel  having  a  maximum  width  between  5  and 
12mm  and  maximum  depth  between  7  and  20mm 
such  that  a  burning  cigarette  may  freely  be  located 
therein  and  will  be  extinguished  or  the  combustion 
thereof  will  be  substantially  reduced,  when  the 
burning  end  reaches  the  inside  of  the  wall  at  the 
channel,  characterised  in  that  the  base  of  the  chan- 
nel  slopes  downwardly  from  the  inside  of  the  pe- 
ripheral  wall  to  the  outside  of  the  peripheral  wall, 
the  base  of  the  channel  adjacent  the  outside  of  the 
peripheral  wall  including  means  adapted  to  grip 
and  retain  a  cigarette  located  within  the  channel. 

Further  and  preferred  features  of  this  invention 
are  described  in  the  subsidiary  claims. 

In  order  that  the  invention  may  be  illustrated 
and  carried  into  effect,  embodiments  thereof  will 
now  be  described  by  way  of  example  only  with 
reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings  and  in 
which; 

Figure  1  is  a  plan  view  of  an  ashtray, 
Figure  2  is  a  plan  view  of  a  modified  ash- 

tray, 
Figure  3  is  a  cross  sectional  detail  of  Figure 

1, 
Figure  4  is  a  cross  sectional  detail  of  Figure 

2, 
Figure  5  is  a  part  sectional  view  through  one 

form  of  channel  recess, 
Figure  6  is  a  corresponding  view  of  a  slightly 

modified  channel  recess, 
Figure  7  is  a  plan  view  of  one  form  of  re- 

cess, 
Figure  8  illustrates  use  of  a  cigarette  on  that 

part  of  an  ashtray  incorporating  a 

platform,  and 
Figure  9  is  a  cross  sectional  view  according 

to  Figure  4  but  with  a  plurality  of 
cigarettes  placed  thereon. 

5  Referring  firstly  to  Figures  1  and  2  of  the 
drawings,  the  ashtray  1  has  a  base  1a  approxi- 
mately  3  or  4  mm  thick  forming  an  ash  receptacle, 
being  generally  square  shaped.  Three  substantially 
identical  channels  or  2  are  provided  at  three  cor- 

io  ners  of  the  ashtray.  A  fourth  recess  3  is  provided  in 
spaced  relationship  from  the  fourth  corner  8  of  the 
ashtray  adjacent  a  supporting  platform  9,10.  Each 
recess  2,  3  is  cigarette  receivable  in  that  a  burning 
cigarette  can  be  placed  in  the  recess  and  left  there. 

75  Each  recess  2,  3  comprises  a  generally  U-shaped 
channel  whose  maximum  width  is  0.75  mm  greater 
than  the  diameter  of  a  standard  diameter  cigarette 
at  8  mm  diameter.  The  maximum  depth  of  the 
recess  is  of  the  order  17  mm,  the  length  about  25 

20  mm,  and  as  can  be  seen  from  the  subsequent 
Figures  5  and  6,  the  width  of  the  U-shaped  channel 
decreases  with  increasing  depth  towards  the  bot- 
tom.  Part  of  this  channel  may  have  a  width  which  is 
less  than  or  equal  to  the  diameter  of  a  standard 

25  size  cigarette  e.g.  a  part  whose  width  is  6  mm.  It  is 
preferred  that  the  height  of  the  ashtray  above  a  flat 
resting  surface  should  be  about  9  or  10  mm  at  the 
end  of  the  platform  or  the  corresponding  end  of  a 
recess. 

30  Each  of  the  recesses  is  formed  in  an  upstand- 
ing  rim  part  4  which  is  conveniently  formed  around 
the  periphery  of  the  ashtray  such  as  by  a  moulding 
process.  The  base  1a  of  the  ashtray  includes  re- 
gions  5  of  upstanding  part-spherical  or  other 

35  shaped  pimples  6  adjacent  one  end  of  each  re- 
cess.  These  textured  surface  parts  help  to  prevent 
a  burning  cigarette  from  slipping  further  into  the 
ashtray  as  may  be  seen  from  Figures  4  and  9. 

Referring  also  to  Figures  3  and  4,  the  recesses 
40  2  are  arranged  to  slope  at  an  acute  angle  with 

respect  to  the  base  1a  and  in  a  direction  away  from 
the  base.  This  is  particularly  so  for  the  embodiment 
of  Figure  4  whereby  all  recesses  are  angled  upwar- 
dly  and  away  from  the  base  whereas  the  Figure  3 

45  embodiment  utilising  a  less  preferred  form  has  one 
recess  (adjacent  the  platform)  which  lies  in  parallel 
to  the  base.  This  recess  3,  being  spaced  away 
from  the  respective  corner  8  of  the  ashtray,  gen- 
erally  has  similar  depth  and  width  dimensions  to 

50  the  three  other  recesses  2.  One  end  of  this  recess 
lies  adjacent  the  platform  9,  10  in  which  a  depres- 
sion  10  is  located  to  assist  picking  up  a  cigarette 
lying  on  the  platform.  In  the  more  preferred  ar- 
rangement  of  Figures  2  and  4  the  platform  is 

55  provided  at  its  remote  end  adjacent  the  corner  with 
gripping  means  20  comprising  a  pair  of  spaced 
formations  which  may  be  of  the  order  3  mm  in 
height  and  in  diameter.  A  burning  cigarette  may  be 

2 
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placed  within  this  recess  3  with  the  inhalation  end 
resting  upon  the  generally  raised  platform  9.  The 
particular  recess  3  is  defined  by  side  portions  1  1  of 
the  rim,  which  side  portions  have  for  convenience 
rounded-off  upper  edges  as  shown  4  in  Figures  3 
and  4. 

Use  of  the  ashtray  is  shown  by  Figures  3  and  4 
in  which  a  cigarette  12  has  a  burning  end  13 
resting  on  projecting  pimples  6  in  the  base  part. 
The  inhalation  or  filter  end  14  projects  uppermost. 
If  this  cigarette  should  tip  backwards,  which  it  may 
through  alteration  of  the  centre  gravity  during  com- 
bustion,  the  additional  formations  20  will  serve  to 
grip  and  thus  retain  the  cigarette  and  the  dimen- 
sions  of  the  recess  2  will  be  such  as  to  cause  the 
rate  of  combustion  to  decrease  to  the  point  of 
extinguishing  same.  This  process  of  reducing  the 
combustion  rate  and/or  extinguishing  may  be  due 
to  heat  transfer  between  the  burning  end  of  the 
cigarette  and  the  material  of  which  the  ashtray  is 
made  and/or  lack  of  oxygen  within  the  recess. 
Whilst  the  combustion  process  should  be  termi- 
nated  with  the  burning  cigarette  end  within  the 
recess,  if  it  does  not  then  the  gripping  means  20 
ensures  that  the  cigarette  does  not  become  ac- 
cidentally  dislodged  therefrom.  In  other  words  the 
formations  20  provide  an  important  secondary  safe- 
ty  function  by  preventing  burning  cigarettes  from 
falling  out  of  the  ashtray  recesses  on  to  potentially 
combustible  surfaces.  This  is  also  true  of  the  for- 
mations  forming  a  gripping  means  located  on  the 
platform  9,  10. 

Long  cigarette  I  cannot  be  placed  on  the  re- 
cess  in  a  horizontal  position  as  shown  by  the  short 
cigarette  I.  this  is  one  safety  precaution.  If  a  long 
cigarette  is  very  badly  deformed,  then  in  case  it  is 
forgotten  it  will  fall  on  the  top  of  the  recess  as 
shown  by  short  cigarette  I.  A  slightly  deformed 
cigarette  would  fall  into  the  channel  automatically. 

Referring  to  Figures  5  and  6  of  the  drawings, 
suitable  forms  of  recesses  2  are  shown  at  their 
maximum  depth  which  may  have  rounded  shoul- 
ders  15  and  a  curved  lower  base  16.  Referring  to 
the  less  preferred  Figure  5  arrangement,  the  width 
of  the  recess  at  its  widest  part  is  of  the  order  8.75 
mm  which  decreases  in  two  stages  to  8.1  mm  and 
then  7.45  mm.  The  maximum  depth  of  this  particu- 
lar  U-shaped  recess  is  of  the  order  17  mm. 

The  more  preferred  form  of  recess  of  Figure  6 
has  a  similar  width  at  its  widest  part  of  the  order 
8.75  mm  which  decreases  towards  the  bottom  to 
some  6  mm.  The  maximum  depth  of  this  U-shaped 
recess  is  again  of  the  order  17  mm.  Referring  to 
Figure  7  of  the  drawings  an  enlarged  detailed  plan 
view  of  a  recess  2  is  shown.  The  forward  end  17  of 
the  recess  is  enlarged.  The  maximum  width  of  the 
recess  at  its  widest  part  is  to  be  taken  as  being 
measured  between  parallel  sides  18  and  19.  The 

end  of  the  recess  remote  from  the  forward  end  17 
includes  an  ash-receiving  depression  7.  At  or  near 
the  end  of  the  recess  remote  from  the  base  projec- 
tions  in  the  form  of  formations  20  are  provided  as 

5  gripping  means  to  grip  the  sides  of  a  cigarette 
inserted  in  the  recess.  The  formations  20  in  the 
Figure  7  arrangement  may  have  a  diameter  of  the 
order  1.5  mm  and  a  spacing  apart  of  some  6  mm. 
This  important  secondary  feature  provides  a  means 

io  for  retaining  almost  any  part  of  a  cigarette  inserted 
therein  and  to  prevent  it  from  falling  backwards  out 
of  the  ashtray. 

Figure  8  illustrates  use  of  the  particular  recess 
3  adjacent  the  platform  9,  10  for  reducing  the 

is  combustion  rate  and  for  extinguishing  a  cigarette 
respectively.  When  a  cigarette  is  placed  into  the 
recess  with  its  burning  end  in  the  position  of  ciga- 
rette  A  it  will  be  extinguished  after  a  predetermined 
time  interval.  This  position  will  be  useful  for  smok- 

20  ers  who  do  not  want  to  extinguish  their  cigarettes 
permanently  but  expect  a  delay  before  resuming 
smoking  of  the  same  cigarette.  Thereby  they  can 
re-light  it  if  necessary  and  the  cigarette  has  not 
been  deformed  by  any  twisting  or  pressure  move- 

25  ments  usually  associated  with  manual  extinguish- 
ing.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the  cigarette  will  be 
extinguished  and  not  burned  to  its  end  thereby 
achieving  an  economy  in  consumption  of  tobacco. 

When  a  cigarette  is  placed  in  the  recess  with 
30  its  burning  end  according  to  cigarette  B  the  com- 

bustion  rate  will  be  reduced  to  the  point  of  extin- 
guishing  after  some  4-1  minutes  or  so.  The  com- 
bustion  rate  will  be  significantly  reduced  until  extin- 
guishing  thereby  reducing  the  quantity  of  smoke 

35  discharged  from  the  cigarette  and  again  making  it 
last  longer.  When  a  cigarette  is  placed  in  the 
recess  with  its  burning  end  as  shown  by  cigarette 
C  it  should  be  extinguished  in  some  60  seconds  or 
so.  Cigarettes  may  be  placed  with  confidence  in 

40  any  of  the  relative  positions  A,B  or  C  depending 
upon  requirements  whilst  the  smoker  has  the  sat- 
isfaction  of  knowing  that  the  risk  of  the  cigarette 
falling  out  of  the  ashtray  onto  a  combustible  sur- 
face  is  significantly  reduced  or  even  eliminated. 

45  When  the  cigarette  has  been  placed  in  recess 
3  and  become  extinguished  either  intentionally  or 
accidentally  the  smoker  may  simply  re-light  without 
further  wastage.  This  represents  a  significant  im- 
provement  over  attempting  to  re-light  manually  ex- 

50  tinguished  cigarettes  which  have  been  deformed. 
Placing  a  cigarette  as  shown  by  cigarettes  A,  B  or 
C  also  ensures  that  the  cigarette  itself  does  not 
become  physically  damaged,  distorted  or  contami- 
nated  with  ash  from  the  ash-receiving  receptacle. 

55  Smokers  find  it  most  undesirable  to  attempt  re- 
lighting  of  cigarettes  which  have  become  signifi- 
cantly  contaminated  by  ash. 

3 



5 EP  0  413  685  B1 6 

Referring  lastly  to  Figure  9  of  the  drawings  this 
shows  that  almost  any  size  or  length  of  cigarette  D- 
J  may  be  used  with  embodiments  of  the  present 
ash  tray.  Cigarette  D  illustrates  a  100  mm  long 
cigarette.  In  the  position  shown  for  cigarette  D  this 
may  be  balanced  on  the  platform  with  its  burning 
end  in  any  of  the  positions  discussed  above  for 
cigarettes  A,  B  or  C.  If  the  burning  end  should 
become  dislodged  from  or  simply  pass  through  the 
recess  3  then  the  cigarette  could  lose  balance  and 
tip  backwards  whereupon  its  filter  end  will  rest  on 
the  surface  which  also  supports  the  ashtray.  The 
gripping  means  20  will  then  serve  to  prevent  ciga- 
rettes  (such  as  D  after  further  combustion)  from 
rolling  side  to  side  as  a  result  of  this  tipping  back- 
wards  motion.  Thus  this  is  an  important  second 
safety  factor.  The  use  of  such  gripping  means  20 
at  or  towards  the  end  of  the  platform  is  particularly 
advantageous  for  partly  used,  shorter  or  smaller 
than  standard  sized  cigarettes  such  as  those  of  7 
mm  or  6  mm  diameter.  These  will  take  longer  to  be 
extinguished  in  the  channel,  especially  in  windy 
conditions.  The  cigarettes  E  and  F  are  shown  with 
the  filter  end  raised,  not  obstructed  by  any  recess 
and  therefore  easy  to  retrieve  for  further  smoking. 

Cigarettes  G  and  H  may  represent  recently  lit 
or  part  used  cigarettes  which  need  not  be  de- 
formed,  distorted  or  damaged  when  using  the 
present  ashtray.  During  combustion  the  inhalation 
end  can  fall  back  into  the  recess  2.  The  positioning 
and  quantity  of  upstanding  projections  6  on  the 
base  permit  longer  cigarettes  to  slide  further  to- 
wards  the  centre  of  the  ashtray  in  accordance  with 
cigarette  G.  Cigarette  J  has  been  placed  in  the 
recess  2  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  without 
any  twisting  motion  or  use  of  the  base  or  upstand- 
ing  projections.  Cigarette  J  will  be  held  tight  by  the 
gripping  means  20  and  will  continue  combustion 
until  the  burning  end  enters  the  recess  in  a  position 
corresponding  to  that  of  cigarette  C  in  Figure  8, 
whereafter  it  will  be  shortly  extinguished.  Because 
the  cigarette  is  held  tightly  there  is  no  sideways 
motion  upon  continued  combustion  and  the  ciga- 
rette  will  self-extinguish  even  if  forgotten  by  the 
smoker.  Cigarette  I  has  been  inadvertently  placed 
above  previously  extinguished  cigarette  J,  but  this 
will  stay  in  the  channel  until  extinguished. 

In  the  event  that  cigarette  G  is  inadvertently  left 
in  place  it  may  fall  backwards  after  an  interval  of 
time  and  may  stay  on  top  of  cigarette  J  to  assume 
the  position  of  cigarette  I.  It  will  not  slide  out  of  the 
ashtray  because  there  is  insufficient  side  clearance 
in  the  8.75  cm  channel. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  gripping  means  pref- 
erably  comprising  a  pair  of  spaced  projecting  for- 
mations,  control  sideways  rolling  motion  of  ciga- 
rettes.  This  is  a  useful  secondary  safety  feature. 
Those  recesses  2  which  are  not  adjacent  a  sup- 

porting  platform  have  the  gripping  means  actually 
within  the  recess  whereas  that  recess  3  which  lies 
adjacent  a  supporting  platform  has  associated  grip- 
ping  means  spaced  apart  from  that  recess.  It  is 

5  most  preferred  for  the  gripping  means  at  the  plat- 
form  to  be  located  actually  at  the  end  of  that 
platform.  The  projections  should  be  at  least  3  mm 
high. 

Embodiments  of  the  ashtray  may  also  be  used 
io  to  extinguish  cigarettes  completely  in  the  conven- 

tional  pressure  and  twisting  motion.  They  also 
serve  as  convenient  ash  receptacles  but  offer  a 
significant  improvement  in  reducing  the  risk  of  fire 
hazards  association  with  unattended  cigarettes  in 

is  ashtrays.  Smokers  may  economise  on  tobacco  and 
may  re-light  part-smoked  cigarettes  which  are  not 
materially  damaged.  Cigarettes  may  be  left  in  the 
ashtray  to  regulate  the  combustion  rate  and  con- 
sequently  determine  the  time  delay  before  a  burn- 

20  ing  cigarette  is  extinguished. 
Each  of  the  U-shaped  recesses  may  be  dimen- 

sioned  to  hold  a  cigarette  in  position  firmly  by 
frictional  fit  with  the  gripping  means.  This  not  only 
assists  the  combustion  rate  reduction  but  also 

25  holds  the  cigarettes  more  securely  in  the  ashtray. 
The  present  ashtray  encourages  smokers  to  use 
one  of  the  recesses  for  resting  their  cigarettes 
rather  than  any  portion  of  the  base  or  sidewall. 

30  Claims 

1.  An  ashtray  (1)  having  a  peripheral  wall  (4) 
surrounding  a  central  ash-receiving  well  portion 
(1a),  said  wall  (4)  having  one  or  more  trans- 

35  verse  channels  (2)  extending  from  the  outside 
to  the  inside,  each  channel  (2)  having  a  maxi- 
mum  width  between  5  and  12mm  and  maxi- 
mum  depth  between  7  and  20mm  such  that  a 
burning  cigarette  (12)  may  freely  be  located 

40  therein  and  will  be  extinguished  or  the  com- 
bustion  thereof  will  be  substantially  reduced, 
when  the  burning  end  reaches  the  inside  of  the 
wall  at  the  channel,  characterised  in  that  the 
base  of  the  channel  (2)  slopes  downwardly 

45  from  the  inside  of  the  peripheral  wall  (4)  to  the 
outside  of  the  peripheral  wall,  the  base  of  the 
channel  adjacent  the  outside  of  the  peripheral 
wall  including  means  (20)  adapted  to  grip  and 
retain  a  cigarette  located  within  the  channel. 

50 
2.  An  ashtray  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the 

surface  of  the  ash-receiving  well  (1a)  includes 
a  region  (5)  having  spaced  apart  upstanding 
pimples  (6). 

55 
3.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  Claim  2  in  which  the 

region  (5)  comprises  a  series  of  spaced-apart 
pimples  (6). 

4 
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4.  An  ashtray  according  to  any  preceding  claim 
characterised  in  that  a  further  channel  (3)  ex- 
tends  from  the  inside  of  the  peripheral  wall  (4) 
to  the  outside  of  the  peripheral  wall,  a  platform 
(9)  being  provided  having  a  surface  coexten-  5 
sive  with  the  base  of  the  channel  and  extend- 
ing  beyond  the  outside  of  the  peripheral  wall 
(4)  to  a  lip  defining  an  edge  of  the  ashtray. 

5.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  Claim  4  in  which  the  10 
platform  (9)  is  provided  at  or  near  its  end 
spaced  from  the  ash-receiving  well  portion  (1a) 
with  gripping  means  (20)  to  assist  retention  or 
location  of  a  cigarette. 

6.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  Claim  5  in  which  the 
gripping  means  (20)  comprise  a  pair  of 
spaced-apart  pimples. 

7.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  one  of  Claims  4 
to  6  in  which  the  platform  (9)  includes  a  de- 
pression  (10)  to  assist  cigarette  retrieval. 

8.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  preceding  claim 
wherein  the  maximum  width  of  one  or  more 
recesses  (2,3)  is  of  the  order  selected  from  the 
following  7-10  mm  and  7.75-9.75  mm. 

9.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  preceding  claim 
wherein  the  maximum  depth  of  one  or  more 
recesses  (2,3)  comprises  one  of  the  following; 
8-18  mm  and  10-17.5  mm. 

10.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  preceding  claim 
wherein  one  or  more  recesses  (2,3)  include  an 
ash-receiving  depression  (7)  at  one  end  there- 
of. 

11.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  preceding  claim 
wherein  the  means  (20)  adapted  to  grip  a 
cigarette  located  within  the  channel  comprises 
inwardly  directed  formations. 

12.  An  ashtray  as  claimed  in  any  preceding  claim 
characterised  in  that  the  height  of  the  base  of 
the  channel  at  the  outside  of  the  peripheral 
wall  (4)  above  a  surface  on  which  the  ashtray 
is  such  that  a  cigarette  end  resting  on  such 
surface  will  be  retained  within  the  channel. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Ein  Aschenbecher  (1)  mit  einer  peripheren 
Wand  (4),  die  einen  mittleren  Muldenbereich 
(1a)  zur  Aufnahme  von  Asche  umgibt,  wobei 
die  besagte  Wand  (4)  eine  oder  mehr  Querrin- 
nen  (2)  umfaBt,  die  sich  von  auBen  nach  innen 
erstrecken,  wobei  die  maximale  Breite  jeder 

Rinne  (2)  zwischen  5  und  12  mm  und  die 
maximale  Tiefe  zwischen  7  und  20  mm  be- 
tragt,  so  daB  eine  brennende  Zigarette  (12) 
ohne  weiteres  darin  Platz  findet  und  geloscht 

5  oder  deren  Verbrennung  erheblich  verringert 
wird,  wenn  das  brennende  Ende  die  Innenseite 
der  Wand  an  der  Rinne  erreicht,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  daB  der  Boden  der  Rinne  (2)  von 
der  Innenseite  der  peripheren  Wand  (4)  zu  der 

70  AuBenseite  der  peripheren  Wand  hin  schrag 
abfallt,  wahrend  der  Boden  der  Rinne  anschlie- 
Bend  an  die  AuBenseite  der  peripheren  Wand 
Mittel  (20)  umfaBt,  die  so  beschaffen  sind,  daB 
sie  eine  innerhalb  der  Rinne  liegende  Zigarette 

75  erfassen  und  festhalten. 

2.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  Anspruch  1,  bei  dem 
die  Oberflache  der  Aschenaufnahmemulde  (1a) 
einen  Bereich  (5)  mit  in  Abstand  voneinander 

20  angeordneten  aufrechten  Erhohungen  (6)  um- 
faBt. 

3.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  Anspruch  2,  bei  dem 
der  Bereich  (5)  eine  Reihe  von  im  Abstand 

25  voneinander  angeordneten  Erhohungen  (6) 
umfaBt. 

4.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  daB 

30  sich  eine  weitere  Rinne  (3)  von  der  Innenseite 
der  peripheren  Wand  (4)  zu  der  AuBenseite 
der  peripheren  Wand  hin  erstreckt,  wobei  eine 
Plattform  (9)  vorgesehen  ist,  deren  Oberflache 
mit  dem  Boden  der  Rinne  fluchtet  und  sich 

35  uber  die  AuBenseite  der  peripheren  Wand  (4) 
zu  einer  eine  Kante  des  Aschenbechers  ab- 
grenzenden  Lippe  hin  erstreckt. 

5.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  Anspruch  4,  bei  dem 
40  die  Plattform  (9)  an  oder  nahe  deren  von  dem 

Muldenbereich  (1a)  zur  Aufnahme  von  Asche 
entfernten  Ende  mit  Greifmitteln  (20)  versehen 
ist,  die  bei  dem  Festhalten  bzw.  Ablegen  einer 
Zigarette  mitwirken. 

45 
6.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  Anspruch  5,  bei  dem 

die  Greifmittel  ein  Paar  von  in  Abstand  vonein- 
ander  angeordneten  Erhohungen  umfassen. 

50  7.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  Anspruche 
4  bis  6,  bei  dem  die  Plattform  (9)  eine  Vertie- 
fung  (10)  umfaBt,  urn  das  Abnehmen  der  Ziga- 
rette  zu  erleichtern. 

55  8.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  bei  dem  die  GroBenordnung 
der  maximalen  Breite  von  einer  oder  mehreren 
der  Rinnen  (2,  3)  aus  einer  der  Spannen  7  bis 

5 
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10  mm  bzw.  7,75  bis  9,75  mm  gewahlt  ist. 

9.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  bei  dem  die  maximale  Tiefe 
von  einer  oder  mehreren  der  Rinnen  (2,  3)  aus 
einer  der  Spannen  8  bis  18  mm  bzw.  10  bis 
17,5mm  gewahlt  ist. 

10.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  bei  dem  eine  oder  mehrere 
der  Rinnen  (2,  3)  an  einem  von  deren  Enden 
eine  Asche  aufnehmende  Vertiefung  (7)  umfaBt 
bzw.  umfassen. 

3.  Cendrier  selon  Revendication  2  dans  lequel  la 
region  (5)  comporte  une  serie  de  saillies  espa- 
cees  (6). 

5  4.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
cations  precedentes  caracterisee  en  ce  qu'une 
autre  gorge  (3)  s'etend  de  I'interieur  de  la 
paroi  peripherique  (4)  a  I'exterieur  de  la  paroi 
peripherique,  une  plate-forme  (9)  etant  prevue 

io  avec  une  surface  co-extensive  avec  la  base  de 
la  gorge  et  s'etendant  au-dela  de  I'exterieur  de 
la  paroi  peripherique  (4)  jusqu'a  un  rebord  en 
saillie  definissant  un  bord  du  cendrier. 

11.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  bei  dem  die  zum  Erfassen 
einer  innerhalb  der  Rinne  befindlichen  Zigaret- 
te  bestimmten  Mittel  (20)  nach  innen  gerichtete 
Gebilde  umfassen. 

12.  Ein  Aschenbecher  nach  einem  der  vorstehen- 
den  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  daB 
die  Hohe  des  Rinnenbodens  an  der  AuBensei- 
te  der  peripheren  Wand  (4)  oberhalb  einer 
Oberflache,  auf  der  der  Aschenbecher  steht, 
so  beschaffen  ist,  daB  ein  auf  einer  solchen 
Oberflache  ruhender  Zigarettenstummel  inner- 
halb  der  Rinne  festgehalten  wird. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Cendrier  ameliore  (1)  ayant  une  paroi  periphe- 
rique  (4)  entourant  une  partie  centrale  creuse 
recevant  les  cendres  (1a),  ladite  paroi  (4)  ayant 
une  ou  plusieurs  gorges  transversales  (2) 
s'etendant  de  I'exterieur  vers  I'interieur,  cha- 
que  gorge  (2)  ayant  une  largeur  maximum 
comprise  entre  5  et  12  mm  et  une  profondeur 
maximum  entre  7  et  20  mm  de  telle  sorte 
qu'une  cigarette  incandescente  (12)  peut  y 
etre  librement  placee  et  s'eteindra  ou  que  sa 
combustion  sera  substantiellement  reduite  lors- 
que  I'extremite  incandescente  atteindra  I'inte- 
rieur  de  la  paroi  au  niveau  de  la  gorge,  carac- 
terise  en  ce  que  la  base  de  la  gorge  (2) 
presente  une  pente  vers  le  bas  de  I'interieur 
de  la  paroi  peripherique  (4)  a  I'exterieur  de  la 
paroi  peripherique,  la  base  de  la  gorge  a  proxi- 
mite  de  I'exterieur  de  la  paroi  peripherique 
comprenant  un  moyen  (20)  adapte  pour  serrer 
et  retenir  une  cigarette  situee  dans  la  gorge. 

2.  Cendrier  selon  Revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  la 
surface  de  la  partie  creuse  recevant  les  cen- 
dres  (1a)  comprend  une  region  (5)  comportant 
des  saillies  verticales  espacees  (6). 

is  5.  Cendrier  selon  Revendication  4  dans  lequel  la 
plate-forme  (9)  est  munie  a  son  extremite,  ou 
pres  de  celle-ci,  d'un  moyen  de  serrage  (20) 
espace  de  la  partie  creuse  recevant  les  cen- 
dres  (1a)  pour  aider  a  la  retention  ou  au  posi- 

20  tionnement  d'une  cigarette. 

6.  Cendrier  selon  Revendication  5  dans  lequel  le 
moyen  de  serrage  (20)  comprend  une  paire  de 
saillies  espacees. 

25 
7.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  Revendi- 

cations  4  a  6  dans  lequel  la  plate-forme  (9) 
comprend  un  creux  (10)  pour  faciliter  la  re- 
cuperation  de  la  cigarette. 

30 
8.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 

cations  precedentes  dans  lequel  la  largeur 
maximum  d'un  ou  plusieurs  evidements  (2,  3) 
est  de  I'ordre  selectionne  dans  la  gamme  sui- 

35  vante  de  7-10  mm  et  7,75-9,75  mm. 

9.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
cations  precedentes  dans  lequel  la  profondeur 
maximale  d'un  ou  plusieurs  evidements  (2,  3) 

40  comprend  I'une  des  suivantes;  8-18  mm  et  10- 
17,5  mm. 

10.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
cations  precedentes  dans  lequel  un  ou  plu- 

45  sieurs  evidements  (2,  3)  comprennent  un  creux 
recevant  les  cendres  (7)  a  une  de  leurs  extre- 
mites. 

11.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
50  cations  precedentes  dans  lequel  le  moyen  (20) 

adapte  pour  serrer  une  cigarette  situee  dans  la 
gorge  comprend  des  formations  dirigees  vers 
I'interieur. 

55  12.  Cendrier  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 
cations  precedentes  caracterise  en  ce  que  la 
hauteur  de  la  base  de  la  gorge  a  I'exterieur  de 
la  paroi  peripherique  (4)  au-dessus  d'une  sur- 

6 
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face  sur  laquelle  repose  le  cendrier  est  telle 
qu'un  bout  de  cigarette  reposant  sur  ladite 
surface  sera  retenu  dans  la  gorge. 
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