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(54) Semiconductor module structure incorporating antenna

(57) It is a task to reduce the length of an antenna
by improving material of a module structure composing
an antenna 3. A ferroelectric layer (2) is formed on the
silicon board (1) and the antenna (3), composed of a

conductor film, is formed on the ferroelectric layer (2).
Through-holes (9) are formed on the silicon board (1).
Electronic elements such as a capacitor (7), a SAW filter
(8) and an inductance (6) are incorporated onto the sil-
icon board (1) so as to compose a module structure.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a structure of
a semiconductor module incorporating an antenna and
capable of functioning as an interposer. The present in-
vention also relates to a method of manufacturing the
same structure. More particularly, the present invention
can be applied to manufacturing a multi-chip module in
which an interposer is used.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Conventionally, an antenna used for wireless
communication is made of conductive material or a com-
position of a ceramic and a conductive material. How-
ever, depending on the frequency which is used for the
wireless communication, the antenna structure may be
restricted. For example, in the case where the wireless
communication is conducted in the frequency band of
2.5 GHz using an antenna which is formed on a printed
board made of usual glass epoxy, the dielectric constant
of which is approximately 4.5, it is necessary to provide
an antenna, the length of which is 18 mm. On the other
hand, in the case where an antenna is formed on a board
made of a ceramic, the dielectric constant of which is
10, it is necessary to provide an antenna, the length of
which is about 13 mm.
[0003] Even when it is required to use material of a
high dielectric constant, for a plane antenna, made of
ceramic or a printed board, in general, the dielectric con-
stant of the material used for the plane antenna or print-
ed board seldom exceeds 100.
[0004] A prior art is disclosed in Japanese Unexam-
ined Patent Publication No. 8-56113 in which a detector
used for detecting millimeter waves is described. Ac-
cording to this prior art, a ground conductor film and a
dielectric film are laminated on a semiconductor board
made of silicon or gallium arsenide, and a plane antenna
and a micro-strip path for supplying electric power to this
plane antenna are formed on this dielectric film, and a
second semiconductor board made of gallium arsenide,
on which a signal detecting circuit or a signal generating
circuit is provided, is mounted on the micro-strip path by
means of flip chip bonding.
[0005] In this prior art, there is disclosed a structure
in which, instead of forming the plane antenna on the
dielectric film provided on the semiconductor board, a
dielectric board is used, and a plane antenna formed on
the board is supplied with electric power by a terminal,
arranged on the back face, via a through-hole.
[0006] As described above, in the case where an an-
tenna for conducting radio communication is formed on
a printed board, conventionally, it is necessary to pro-
vide an antenna, the length of which is a predetermined

value. Therefore, for example, it is impossible to incor-
porate the antenna into a silicon chip because a suffi-
ciently large antenna forming region can not be ensured
in the silicon chip.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Therefore, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a semiconductor module structure in
which an antenna can be formed in a silicon chip when
the length of the antenna is reduced by improving the
material of the module structure on which the antenna
is formed.
[0008] In order to accomplish the above object, ac-
cording to the present invention, there is provided a
semiconductor module structure comprising: a silicon
board having a first and second surfaces, a ferroelectric
layer is formed on at least a part of the first surface or
and second surface of the silicon board; and an antenna
composed of a conductor film formed on the ferroelectric
layer. When the antenna is formed on the ferroelectric
layer on the silicon board as described above, it be-
comes possible to reduce the length of the antenna to
not more than 1.2 mm.
[0009] In this case, for example, zirconate titanate
(PZT) is preferably used for the ferroelectrics. PZT is
material made of a mixed ceramic containing lead zir-
conate titanate Pb (ZrxTi1-x)O3. The dielectric constant
of PZT is approximately 1200. Accordingly, even when
the dielectric constant of the silicon board itself is ap-
proximately 10, when the ferroelectric layer is formed
on the silicon board, length of the antenna can be re-
markably reduced to a value not more than 1.2 mm.
[0010] Electronic elements such as a capacitor, a
SAW filter and an inductance are formed on the silicon
board, on which an antenna is formed, and are incorpo-
rated into the module structure. Due to the above struc-
ture, not only the antenna but also electronic parts hav-
ing various other functions can be mounted on one mod-
ule structure. For example, such an electronic element
has a coil-like configuration formed as a pattern on the
silicon board.
[0011] A through-hole is formed on the silicon board,
on which an antenna is formed, a conductor layer is
formed on an inner wall face of the through-hole via an
insulating layer, and the conductor layer is connected
with conductor patterns provided on first and second
surfaces of the silicon board. When the through-hole
passing through both sides of the silicon board is formed
on the silicon board as described above, the patterns
provided on both sides of the board can be electrically
connected to each other.
[0012] In this case, a ground layer is formed on a low-
er layer of the inner wall face of the through-hole via a
first insulating layer, a signal layer is formed on an upper
face of the ground layer via a second insulating layer,
and the ground layer and the signal layer are respec-
tively connected with the ground layer and the signal
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pattern provided on first and second surfaces of the sil-
icon board.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a semiconductor
module of the first embodiment of the present in-
vention capable of being used as an interposer;
Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing a through-hole
portion of the semiconductor module shown in Fig.
1;
Fig. 3 is a plan view of an inductance which is an
example of the electronic parts capable of being
formed on the semiconductor module of the present
invention;
Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing a semiconductor
module of the second embodiment of the present
invention; and
Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing a semiconductor
module of the third embodiment of the present in-
vention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0014] Referring to the accompanying drawings,
some of the embodiments of the present invention will
now be explained, in detail, as follows.
[0015] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a semiconductor
module of the first embodiment of the present invention
capable of being used as an interposer. The semicon-
ductor board 1 must be flat and rectangular. Further, the
heat resistance of the semiconductor board 1 must be
high. Furthermore, the property for mounting electronic
parts such as an IC chip on the semiconductor board 1
must be high. For the above reasons, the present inven-
tion uses a silicon board. The dielectric constant of the
silicon board 1 itself is approximately 10.
[0016] In a part of an area on the surface of the silicon
board 1, that is, in the rectangular region longitudinally
arranged along the right short side of the rectangular-
shaped board 1, there is provided a ferroelectric layer
2. On this ferroelectric layer 2, the antenna 3, composed
of a conductor film, is formed.
[0017] The ferroelectric layer 2 is made of, for exam-
ple, PZT. PZT is a material made of a mixed ceramic
containing lead zirconate titanate Pb (ZrxTi1-x)O3. The
dielectric constant of PZT is approximately 1200.
[0018] The plan profile of the antenna 3 is formed into
an F-shaped pattern. The size of the antenna is small,
that is, the length L of the F-shaped antenna is not more
than 1.2 mm, and the width W of the F-shaped antenna
is not more than 1 mm. Electric power is supplied to this
antenna 3 via the electric power supply pattern 4 formed
on the board 1 and the ferroelectric layer 2.
[0019] In the region on the board 1 except for the re-

gion in which the ferroelectric layer 2 is formed, there
are provided electronic circuit units or parts, such as a
plurality of semiconductor chips 5, an inductance 6, a
capacitor 7 and an SAW filter 8. These electronic parts
are incorporated integrally with the silicon board 1 so
that one multi-chip module (MCM) is composed. For ex-
ample, the inductance 6, which is one of the electronic
circuit parts, is conventionally mounted on the board as
one of the parts. However, in this embodiment, the in-
ductance 6 is integrally incorporated onto the surface of
the silicon board 1.
[0020] A large number of through-holes 9, which pen-
etrate both surfaces of the silicon board 1, are formed
on the silicon board 1. Although not shown in the draw-
ing, the silicon board 1 is provided with many through-
holes 9 in the areas of the lower faces of the large
number of chips 5. The through-holes 9 are connected
with the circuit pattern 10. This circuit pattern 10 is con-
nected with the antenna 3 formed on the silicon board
1 and is also connected with the electronic circuit pattern
parts, such as the semiconductor silicon chip 5, induct-
ance 6, capacitor 7 and SAW filter 8. Electric continuity
between the circuit pattern provided on the surface of
the board and the circuit pattern provided on the back
face of the board is advantageously accomplished by
the through-holes 9, since the wirings used for electric
power supply, grounding and sending signals can be ar-
ranged on the inner walls of or in the through-holes 9.
[0021] Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view
showing a through-hole portion of the semiconductor
module shown in Fig. 1. On the silicon board 1, a large
number of through-holes 9 are previously formed by
means of laser beam machining or drilling so that the
through-holes 9 can penetrate the board 1. On both
sides of the silicon board 1 and on the wall faces of the
through-holes 9, the insulating film 11 made of silicon
oxide (SiO2), which is formed, for example, by thermal
oxidization of a silicon board, is formed. On this insulat-
ing film 11, the necessary conductor pads 12 and the
conductor patterns 10 are formed. The conductor layers
and conductor patterns can be formed on both sides of
the silicon board 1 and on the inner walls of the through-
holes 9 by conducting electrolytic plating of copper on
a nickel-plated layer which has been formed by means
of chemical vapor-deposition (CVD) or electroless plat-
ing.
[0022] In the case of the through-hole 9 shown in Fig.
2, on the insulating layer 11, the ground layer 12, which
is a lower layer wiring, is formed. Further, on the ground
layer 12, the insulating film 13 made of silicon oxide
(SiO2) is formed. Furthermore, the signal layer 14, which
is a surface layer, is formed on the insulating film 13.
The ground layer 12 and the signal layer 14, which are
formed in the through-holes 9, are respectively connect-
ed with the ground pattern (lower layer wiring) 15 and
the signal pattern 16 which are formed on both sides of
the silicon board 1.
[0023] As terminals to be connected to the outside,
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for example, there are provided solder bumps 18 on the
conductor pads 17. As shown in Fig. 2, the conductor
pads 17 are connected with the signal patterns 16 pro-
vided on both sides of the silicon board 1. Further, the
conductor pads 17 are connected with the signal pat-
terns provided on the opposite side of the board 1 via
the signal layers 14 of the through-holes. In this embod-
iment, shielding wires for wire bonding are not used but
the conductors are connected with each other by the
through-holes as described above. Accordingly, there is
no possibility that the antenna is affected by noise.
[0024] Fig. 3 is a plan view of an inductance which is
an example of an electronic part capable of being
formed on the silicon board 1 of the semiconductor mod-
ule shown in Fig. 1. This coil-shaped inductance 6 can
be formed, for example, by conducting chemical etching
on a conductive film of copper formed on the silicon
board 1.
[0025] Fig. 4 is a view showing a semiconductor mod-
ule of the second embodiment of the present invention.
This semiconductor module is suitable when the board
explained in Fig. 1 is used as an interposer. Fig. 4 shows
a case in which a chip capacitor (decoupling capacitor)
is mounted as an electronic part. A chip capacitor 30 is
mounted on another chip capacitor or an interposer 31
by means of flip chip bonding. This chip capacitor or the
interposer 31 has the aforementioned through-hole 35.
Further, this silicon chip or the interposer 31 is mounted
on still another chip capacitor or interposer 32 by means
of flip chip bonding as described above. This chip ca-
pacitor or interposer 32 also has the through-hole 35 as
described above. The chip capacitor or interposer 32 is
mounted on the printed board or package 33 by means
of flip chip bonding in the same manner as described
above. In Fig. 4, reference numeral 36 is a conductor
pad used for flip chip bonding, and reference numeral
37 is rewirings or secondary wirings.
[0026] Fig. 5 is a view showing a semiconductor mod-
ule of the third embodiment of the present invention. In
the same manner as that of the second embodiment
shown in Fig. 4, the board is used as an interposer in
this embodiment. The points this embodiment of Fig. 5
different from those of Fig. 4 are described as follows.
The silicon chip or the interposer 31 arranged in the in-
termediate portion is omitted, and the chip capacitor (de-
coupling capacitor) 30, which is an electronic part, is
mounted on another silicon chip 32 by means of flip chip
bonding. This silicon chip 32 also has the same through-
holes as those described above. The silicon chip 32 is
mounted on the printed board or the package 33 by
means of flip chip bonding in the same manner as that
described before.
[0027] As explained above, according to the present
invention, an antenna can be made compact and inte-
grally incorporated into a silicon chip (silicon interposer).
Therefore, a communication device can be made very
small. Further, electronic parts such as a capacitor, a
SAW filter and an inductance can be formed on the in-

terposer simultaneously with the formation of the anten-
na. Therefore, the multi-chip module (MCM) can be
manufactured at a reduced cost.

Claims

1. A semiconductor module structure comprising:

a silicon board having first and second surfac-
es, a ferroelectric layer formed on at least a part
of the first surface or the second surface of the
silicon board; and
an antenna composed of a conductor film
formed on the ferroelectric layer.

2. A semiconductor module structure, according to
claim 1, wherein the ferroelectric layer is made of
lead zirconate titanate (PZT).

3. A semiconductor module structure, according to
claim 1, wherein electronic elements such as a ca-
pacitor, a SAW filter and an inductance are formed
on the silicon board and incorporated into the mod-
ule structure.

4. A semiconductor module structure, according to
claim 3, wherein an electronic element has a coil-
like configuration formed as a pattern on the silicon
board.

5. A semiconductor module structure, according to
claim 1, wherein a through-hole is formed in the sil-
icon board, a conductor layer is formed on an inner
wall face of the through-hole via an insulating layer,
and the conductor layer is connected with conduc-
tor patterns provided on the first and second surfac-
es of the silicon board.

6. A semiconductor module structure according to
claim 5, wherein a ground layer is formed on a lower
layer of the inner wall face of the through-hole via
a first insulating layer, a signal layer is formed on
an upper face of the ground layer via a second in-
sulating layer, and the ground layer and the signal
layer are respectively connected with the ground
layer and the signal pattern provided on the first and
second surfaces of the silicon board.
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