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(54) Polariscopic phase microscope

(57) The present invention relates to a polariscopic
phase microscope that can precisely observe a speci-
men, and more specifically, to a polariscopic phase mi-
croscope that can observe a structure and change of a
physiological cell by using a phase contrast of light pass-
ing through components of the physiological cell. There
is provided a polariscopic phase microscope according
to the present invention comprising: an optical image
generator that acquires images for a specimen to be ob-
served; an object plane onto which light beams of the
images acquired from the optical image generator are
projected; a first transform lens that performs primary
Fourier transformation on the light beams passing

through the object plane; a λ/4 wavelength plate that is
positioned to be spaced by a focal distance of the first
transform lens from the first transform lens; a secondary
transform lens that performs secondary Fourier transfor-
mation on the light beams passing through the λ/4 wave-
length plate; and a phase image generator including a
photo detector on which the images of the light beams
subjected to the secondary Fourier transformation is fo-
cused.

The present invention has an effect that can observe
the structure and motion of the physiological cell by ac-
quiring the quantitative phase information of the biolog-
ical specimen such as the physiological cell.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a polariscopic phase microscope that can precisely observe a specimen, and
more specifically, to a polariscopic phase microscope that can observe a structure and change of a physiological cell
by using a phase contrast of light passing through components of the physiological cell.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] An optical microscope has been mainly used for the purpose of studying in medical and biological fields. A
general optical microscope is configured to perform a method that directs light on a specimen, allows the light passing
through the specimen to reflect a magnified real image on an objective lens, then re-magnifies the real image through
an ocular lens, and observes the re-magnified real image. However, when the general optical microscope observes the
biological specimen such as the physiological cell, there is a problem in that it cannot completely perform the observation
due to characteristic of the physiological cell, because it is transparent in a visible ray region. As a result, light is not
absorbed other than a circumferential portion of the physiological cell. Therefore, microscopes have been developed to
completely observe the biological specimen.
[0003] An example of such a microscope may include a phase-contrast microscope and an Differential interference
microscope (DIC microscope). First, the phase-contrast microscope, which is a microscope devised to be able to observe
the biological specimen by using a difference in a refractive index unlike the general optical microscope, observes the
biological specimen using a method of a phase contrast generated due to an interference phenomenon between a
diffracted beam and a non-diffracted beam as a difference in light and shade.
[0004] Meanwhile, the Differential interference microscope is a microscope that can observe the biological specimen
using the inference phenomenon of an optical wavelength with a method that overlaps an object light transmitting the
specimen with the interference light separated from a light source by using a characteristic that allows an object to delay
a light transmitting rate when light passes through the object.
[0005] The method that observes the specimen using the phase contrast is an very useful method for a thin specimen.
For example, a cultured cell in a test dish is transparent in a visible wavelength and thus, can not be observed by the
naked eye. However, there is a slight difference in a refractive index between the cell and an suspension solution around
the cell as well as a slight difference between a cytoplasm and a cell sap. The method using the phase contrast can
observe the slight refractive index difference as described above by using the optical apparatus. The method transforms
the optical path length difference of sample into different light intensities. While the light passes through the cytoplasm,
the cell sap, and water, the light path is changed due to the difference in the refractive index.
[0006] At this time, if the refractive index increases for one material, the speed of light becomes slow. Therefore, the
light wave passing through the cell sap is delayed more than the light wave passing through suspension media such
that the following phenomenon occurs. This phenomenon is referred to as a phase change. That is, the light wave is
still in an in-phase before the light completely enters the inside of the specimen, but after the light passes through the
specimen, the phase of the light wave is changed. Therefore, the phase change depends on the type of materials in the
path through which the light passes and the difference of the optical path occurring at the time of transmitting.
[0007] The phase-contrast microscope and the differential interference microscope can observe the biological spec-
imen such as the physiological cell, which cannot be observed by the existing optical microscope, by transforming the
different phase information into different intensities of light due to the difference in the refractive index. However, since
the method using the phase contrast and differential phase contrast provides only qualitative phase information of the
cell, there is a problem in that it has a limitation in accurately analyzing the biological specimen quantitatively. Therefore,
apparatuses, which can provide quantitative information regarding the biological specimen, have been developed.
[0008] To this end, a method capable of imaging the quantitative phase information regarding the biological specimen
has been researched. First, an apparatus that measures the phase, phase dispersion, and birefringence of the physio-
logical cell by using an optical coherent tomography (OCT) to extract the quantitative phase information regarding the
physiological cell, thereby imaging the inside of the physiological cell, and an apparatus that studies electrical charac-
teristics of the stopped physiological cell and the inside of the physiological cell by using a phase sensitive OCT, and
the like have been developed. However, since the apparatuses use a single point measuring method, they have a
limitation in view of a measurement speed and there are problems in that they require a high-speed scan apparatus in
order to implement the completed image, which causes mechanical noise.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention proposes to solve the above problems. It is an object of the present invention to provide
a polariscopic phase microscope that can acquire quantitative phase information having high transverse resolution and
low noise that considers a change in a structure of a physiological cell.
[0010] In order to achieve the above object, there is provided a polariscopic phase microscope according to the present
invention comprising: an optical image generator that acquires images for a specimen to be observed; an object plane
onto which light beams of the images acquired from the optical image generator are projected; a first transform lens that
performs primary Fourier transformation on the light beams passing through the object plane; a λ/4 wavelength plate
that is positioned to be spaced at a focal distance of the first transform lens from the first transform lens; a secondary
transform lens that performs secondary Fourier transformation on the light beams passing through the λ/4 wavelength
plate; and a phase image generator including a photo detector on which the images of the light beams subjected to the
secondary Fourier transformation is focused.
[0011] Further, a central portion of the λ/4 wavelength plate may be provided with holes.
[0012] Also, the optical image generator may include a light source that irradiates light having a predetermined intensity,
a specimen holder that holds a specimen, an objective lens that collects the light beams passing through the specimen
holder, a mirror that transforms a path of the light beams passing through the objective lens, and a tube lens that collects
the light beams reflected from the mirror to form intermediate images.
[0013] Moreover, the phase image generator may further comprises a polarizer that is provided on a front of the first
transform lens in order to selectively transmit the light beams passing through the object plane.
[0014] In addition, the polarizer may be coupled with a rotating member in order to rotate the polarizer.
[0015] Further, the polarizer may rotates with the step angle of π/4 per rotation.
[0016] Also, the photo detector may use a charge-coupled device or a CMOS.
[0017] The present invention has an effect that can track even slight changes occurring in a cell unit by acquiring the
quantitative phase information having high transverse resolution and low noise of the biological specimen such as the
physiological cell that can not normally be observed by the general optical microscope.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018]

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram showing a phase image generator of a polariscopic phase microscope according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram showing a polariscopic phase microscope according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention; and
FIG. 3 is a plan view of π/4 plate with spatial pinhole according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0019] Preferred embodiments of the invention are described hereafter in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. The reference numerals assigned to components in each figure should be understood first that the same
components are referred by the same reference numerals as much as possible, even if they are shown in different
figures. Describing the invention herein, when it is considered that detailed description about related known configurations
or functions makes the aspects of the invention unclear, the detailed description may be omitted. Further, preferred
embodiments of the invention are described hereafter, but it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and changes may be made thereto without departing from the scope and spirit of the invention.
[0020] FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram showing a phase image generator according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, a phase image generator 100 includes an object plane 110, a first transform
lens 120, a transform plane 130, a second transform lens 140, and an image plane 150. Reference numeral f1 represents
a focal distance of the first transform lens 120 and reference numeral f2 represents a focal distance of the second
transform lens 140.
[0021] The object plane 110 is a plane that is positioned to be spaced by a pre-focal distance of the first transform
lens 120 and has an image focused thereon.
[0022] The first transform lens 120 is a portion that performs a primary Fourier transformation on light beams that
pass through the object plane 110 and travels.
[0023] The transform plane 130, which is positioned to be spaced by a post-focal distance of the first transform lens
120, is a portion on which an image formed by passing through the first transform lens 120 and being subjected to the
primary Fourier transformation is focused.



EP 2 081 070 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0024] The second transform lens 140 is a portion that is positioned to be spaced by a pre-focal distance of the second
transform lens 120 from the transform plane 130 and performs a secondary Fourier transformation on the light beams
that pass through the transform plane 130 and then travels.
[0025] The image plane 150, which is positioned to be spaced by a post-focal distance of the second transform lens
140, is a portion on which an image formed by being subjected to the secondary Fourier transformation is focused.
[0026] The process where the light beams pass through the phase image generator 100 is as follows. First, the light
beams from the light source are irradiated on the image positioned at the object plane 110. The light beams starting
from the object plane 110 pass through the first transform lens 120 and are subjected to the primary Fourier transform.
If the primary Fourier transformation is performed on the light beams in the first transform lens 120, the image in a spatial
frequency distribution form for the light beams is focused on the transform plane 130 that is positioned at the post-focal
distance of the first transform lens 120. Next, the light beams passing through the transform plane pass through the
second transform lens 140 and are subjected to the secondary Fourier transformation. If the secondary Fourier trans-
formation is performed on the light beams in the second transform lens 140, the image subjected to the secondary
Fourier transformation is focused on the transform plane 150 that is positioned at the post-focal distance of the second
transform lens 140.
[0027] The process is performed by the following equation 1. 

[0028] Herein, g (x, y) represents a coordinate of one point that is positioned at the object plane 110. Equation 1
represents that the image focused on the image plane 150 is implemented in a rotation symmetry state to the image
positioned at the object plane 110.
[0029] As described above, a 4F system including the first transform lens 120 and the second transform lens 140 of
the phase image generator 100 uses the Fourier transformation so that the object and image spatially have the Fourier
transform relationship when the object is positioned at the pre-focal distance of the first transform lens 120 and the image
is positioned at the post-focal distance. According to the same principle, the image positioned at the pre-focal distance
of the second transform lens 140 uses a principle where the image in the same space is focused on the image plane
150 positioned at the post-focal distance of the second transform lens 140 via the second transform lens 140. Thus, it
is possible to acquire the image having low noise enlarged through the 4F system.
[0030] FIG. 2 is a conceptual diagram showing a polariscopic phase microscope according to an exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2, the polariscopic phase microscope 1 includes the optical image
generator 10 and the phase image generator 100. The optical image generator 10 acquires the image for the specimen
to be observed and includes a light source 20, a specimen holder 30, an objective lens 40, a reflector 50, a tube lens
60, and a projection lens 70.
[0031] The light source 20 generates light beams irradiated on the specimen to be observed. As the light beams for
observing the specimen, it is preferable to use a continuous-wave laser to which a single mode optical fiber is coupled
in order to assure high coherence and sufficient illumination intensity on the space. The specimen holder 30 positioned
at the lower portion of the light source 20 is a portion on which the specimen to be observed is placed and the objective
lens positioned at the lower portion of the specimen holder 30 collects the light beams that are irradiated from the light
source 20 and pass through the specimen holder 30. The reflector 50 is positioned at the lower portion of the objective
lens 40 and reflects the light beams collected in the objective lens 40, thereby performing a role of changing a path of
the light beams. The tube lens 60 collects the light beams reflected from the reflector to form an intermediate image.
Finally, the projection lens 70 positioned at a rear side of the tube lens collects the light beams passing through the tube
lens 60 and forming the intermediate image and travels to the phase image generator 100 side.
[0032] The phase image generator 100 performs a role of acquiring the quantitative phase information regarding the
specimen from the light beams passing through the optical image generator 10 and includes the object plane 110, a
polarizer 115, a rotation member 118, the first transform lens 120, and a wavelength plate 135, the second transform
lens 140, a photo detector 155. Reference numeral f1 represents the focal distance of the first transform lens 120 and
reference numeral f2 is the focal distance of the second transform lens 140.
[0033] The object plane 110 is a portion that is positioned to be spaced by the pre-focal distance of the first transform
lens 120 and on which the image of the light beams processed in the optical image generator 10 is focused. The polarizer
115 is positioned between the object plane 110 and the first transform lens 120 and performs a role of selectively
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transmitting the light beams that pass through the object plane. The rotation member 118 is coupled to the polarizer 115
and performs a role of rotating the polarizer 115. It is preferable that the rotation member 118 is a motor. The first
transform lens 120 is a portion that transmits the light beams passing through the polarizer 115 and performs the primary
Fourier transformation. The central portion of the wavelength plate 135 positioned to be spaced by the post-focal distance
of the first transform lens 120 is formed with micro holes. As the wavelength plate, it is preferable to use a λ/4 wavelength
plate. The second transform lens 140 is a portion that transmits the light beams passing through the wavelength plate
135 and is subjected to the secondary Fourier transformation. The photo detector 155 positioned to be spaced by the
post-focal distance of the second transform lens 140 is a portion on which the image of the light beams subjected to the
secondary Fourier transform is focused and acquires the quantitative phase information regarding the specimen through
the image. Preferably, the photo detector 155 is a charge-coupled device (CCD) or a CMOS.
[0034] The operational principle of the polariscopic phase microscope 1 is as follows. If the parallel light beams is
vertically incident on the specimen coupled to the specimen holder 30 from the light source 20 of the optical image
generator 10, the incident light beams are divided into a first light beams that travels in the same direction as the incident
light beams and a second light beam that finely deviates travel from the incident direction.
[0035] The first light beam and the second light beam are collected by the objective lens 40 and the path thereof is
changed into the phase image generator 100 side by the reflector 50, which in turn pass through the object plane 110
of the phase image generator 100 via the tube lens 60 and the projection lens 70. Only the required components of the
first light beam and the second light beam passing through the object plane 110 selectively pass through the polarizer
115. The images of the first light beam and the second light beam passing through the polarizer 115 are focused at
different positions of the wavelength plate that is positioned to be spaced by the post-focal distance of the first transform
lens 120.
[0036] Since the first light beam, which is focused on the central portion of the wavelength plate 135, completely
passes through the micro hole 138 formed at the central portion of the wavelength plate 135 and the second light beam
having the spatial frequency component passes through the wavelength plate 135, the phase change in the first light
beam is not generated and the phase of the second light beam is applied in a integer multiple of π/2 every time the
polariscopic phase microscope rotates at an integer multiple of π/4.
[0037] As described above, the incident axis of the polarizer 115 conforms to an X-axis or a Y-axis of the wavelength
plate 135 and the polarizer is then rotated, since it is possible to obtain a plurality of images for the changed phase in
the photo detector 155, the phase value is calculated as four sheets of images whose phase is increased by π/2 using
the following equation 2. 

where Φ (x, y) is a phase value of two-dimensional coordinates (x, y), I1 (x, y) is an image for the two-dimensional
coordinates (x, y) of the image when the polarizer does not rotate, I2 (x, y) is an image for the two-dimensional coordinates
(x, y) of the image when the polarizer rotates by π/2, I3 (x, y) is an image for the two-dimensional coordinates (x, y) of
the image when the polarizer rotates by π, and I4 (x, y) is an image for the two-dimensional coordinates (x, y) of the
image when the polarizer rotates by 3π/2.
[0038] As described above, since it is possible to remove unnecessary components of the light beams entering the
phase image generator 100 using the 4F system including the polarizer 115 and the wavelength plate 135 and to acquire
the phase value for the light beams having the spatial frequency components, it is possible to acquire quantitative phase
information having high traverse resolution and low noise for the specimen to be observed in respects to the phase value.
[0039] FIG. 3 is a plan view of the wavelength plate according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
As shown in FIG. 3, the central portion of the wavelength plate 135 is formed with the micro hole 138 so that the DC
component region of the light beams whose images are focused on the central portion completely passes through the
micro hole 138 and the region of the light beams having the spatial frequency components passes through the wavelength
plate 135. As a result, it is possible to acquire the quantitative phase image in the photo detector 155 through the changed
phase with respect to the rotated angle obtained by rotating the polarizer 115.
[0040] As described above, although the present invention has been described with reference to the limited embod-
iments and accompanying drawings, the present invention is not limited to the embodiments and various changes and
modification may be made by those skilled in the art. Therefore, the scope of the present invention should not be limited
to the above-described embodiments and should be defined by the appended claims and their equivalents.
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[0041] With the present invention, the quantitative phase information for the specimen to be observed can be acquired
and thus, the very delicate change in a cell unit that is hardly observed by the general optical microscope can be tracked.
As a result, the present invention can be applied in the biological research field.

Claims

1. A polariscopic phase microscope comprising:

an optical image generator that acquires images for a specimen to be observed;
an object plane onto which light beams of the images acquired from the optical image generator are projected;
a first transform lens that performs primary Fourier transformation on the light beams passing through the object
plane;
a λ/4 wavelength plate that is positioned to be spaced by a focal distance of the first transform lens from the
first transform lens;
a secondary transform lens that performs secondary Fourier transformation on the light beams passing through
the λ/4 wavelength plate; and
a phase image generator including a photo detector on which the images of the light beams subjected to the
secondary Fourier transformation is focused.

2. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 1, wherein a central portion of the λ/4 wavelength plate is
provided with holes.

3. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 1, wherein the optical image generator includes a light source
that irradiates light having a predetermined intensity, a specimen holder that holds a specimen, an objective lens
that collects the light beams passing through the specimen holder, a reflector that transforms a path of the light
beams passing through the objective lens, and a tube lens that collects the light beams reflected from the reflector
to form intermediate images.

4. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 1, wherein the phase image generator further comprises a
polarizer that is provided on a front of the first transform lens in order to selectively transmit the light beams passing
through the object plane.

5. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 4, wherein the polarizer is coupled with a rotating member
in order to rotate the polarizer.

6. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 4, wherein the polarizer rotates by π/4 per rotation.

7. The polariscopic phase microscope according to claim 1, wherein the photo detector is a charge-coupled device or
a CMOS.
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