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(54) A gas turbine engine

(57) A gas turbine engine including a stator vane (31)
for directing hot combustion gases onto rotor blades (37),
the stator vane (31) including a platform (33) disposed
at the side of the vane (31) radially inward/outward with
respect to the axis of rotation of the engine, the platform
(33) having a trailing edge portion (43) downstream with
respect to the flow of the hot combustion gases past the
stator vane (31), the engine also including a support and
cooling arrangement (41) for directing a cooling fluid to

an upstream end of a radially inwardly/outwardly facing
side (55) of the trailing edge portion (43) of the platform
(33), the support and cooling arrangement (41) also di-
recting the cooling fluid to flow over the side (55) in a
generally axial direction to a downstream end of the side
(55), the cooling fluid cooling the trailing edge portion
(43) as it flows over the side (55), wherein turbulators
(73) are included on the side (55) to increase heat transfer
from the trailing edge portion (43) as the cooling fluid
flows over the side (55).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a gas turbine engine.
[0002] More particularly, the invention relates to a gas
turbine engine including a stator vane for directing hot
combustion gases onto rotor blades, the stator vane in-
cluding a platform disposed at the side of the vane radially
inward/outward with respect to the axis of rotation of the
engine, the platform having a trailing edge portion down-
stream with respect to the flow of the hot combustion
gases past the stator vane.
[0003] A part of one known such engine is shown in
Figs 1 to 3. This known engine is disclosed in US-A-5
252 026. Fig 1 is a longitudinal section through the part.
Fig 2 is a view taken on the line II-II in Fig 1. Fig 3 is a
view taken on the line III-III in Fig 2. The part comprises
a stator vane 1 having radially inner and outer platforms
3 and 5, rotor blading 7, a rotor disk 9 to which the rotor
blading 7 is attached, and a support and cooling arrange-
ment 11.
[0004] The trailing edge 13 of radially inner platform 3
is cooled by air supplied to the edge via a passageway
between adjacent parts 15, 17 of support and cooling
arrangement 11. This supply is indicated by the arrows
19 in Fig 1. Rotation of the rotor of the gas turbine engine
causes the supplied air to travel circumferentially in the
region 21 immediately radially inside the trailing edge 13.
This circumferential travel is indicated by arrows 23 in
Figs 2 and 3. As the air travels circumferentially it cools
trailing edge 13. The air then passes via circumferentially
extending gap 25 to join the hot combustion gases of the
engine. Turbulators in the form of rectangular strips 27
are included on the radially inwardly facing side of edge
13 to increase heat transfer from the edge.
[0005] The described cooling in the known engine has
certain disadvantages. The cooling air is supplied past
high temperature rotating parts of the engine, is heated
by both the temperature of these parts and friction with
these parts, and therefore is less effective when it comes
to cooling trailing edge 13. The shape of the region 21
combined with the nature of the flow through it tends to
encourage areas within the region where the flow is rel-
atively stagnant, reducing cooling. If the pressure differ-
ential between the region 21 and the path of the hot com-
bustion gases of the engine is relatively high then the
cooling air will leave region 21 via circumferentially ex-
tending gap 25 relatively rapidly without having spent
much time travelling circumferentially in region 21 to cool
trailing edge 13.
[0006] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a gas turbine engine including a stator vane for
directing hot combustion gases onto rotor blades, the
stator vane including a platform disposed at the side of
the vane radially inward/outward with respect to the axis
of rotation of the engine, the platform having a trailing
edge portion downstream with respect to the flow of the
hot combustion gases past the stator vane, the engine
also including a support and cooling arrangement for di-

recting a cooling fluid to an upstream end of a radially
inwardly/outwardly facing side of the trailing edge portion
of the platform, the support and cooling arrangement also
directing the cooling fluid to flow over the side in a gen-
erally axial direction to a downstream end of the side, the
cooling fluid cooling the trailing edge portion as it flows
over the side, wherein turbulators are included on the
side to increase heat transfer from the trailing edge por-
tion as the cooling fluid flows over the side.
[0007] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the platform is disposed at the
side of the vane radially inward with respect to the axis
of rotation of the engine, and the support and cooling
arrangement directs the cooling fluid to the upstream end
of a radially inwardly facing side of the trailing edge por-
tion of the platform.
[0008] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the support and cooling ar-
rangement includes a carrier ring, and a portion of the
periphery of the carrier ring lies adjacent the radially in-
wardly facing side, the cooling fluid flowing over the side
in the generally axial direction by travelling via a first in-
terface between the side and the carrier ring.
[0009] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the platform includes a radially
inwardly extending flange at the upstream end of the trail-
ing edge portion, and the portion of the periphery of the
carrier ring also lies adjacent a downstream facing side
of the flange, the cooling fluid travelling to the upstream
end of the radially inwardly facing side by travelling gen-
erally radially outwardly via a second interface between
the downstream facing side of the flange and the carrier
ring.
[0010] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that a cavity for supplying cooling
fluid is defined between the platform and the support and
cooling arrangement, and the portion of the periphery of
the carrier ring also lies adjacent a radially inwardly facing
end of the flange, cooling fluid being supplied by the cav-
ity to the second interface by leaving the cavity in a gen-
erally downstream direction via a third interface between
the radially inwardly facing end of the flange and the car-
rier ring.
[0011] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the cavity also supplies cooling
fluid to the interior of the stator vane.
[0012] In an engine according to any one of the pre-
ceding five paragraphs, it is preferable that there is a
further flow of cooling fluid that cools the trailing edge
portion, and this further flow travels past a rotor disk of
the engine to which the rotor blades are attached.
[0013] In an engine according to any one of the pre-
ceding six paragraphs, it is preferable that the radially
inwardly facing side incorporates a number of axially ex-
tending wall partitions that divide the side into a number
of discrete axially extending cooling channels, the turbu-
lators included on the side being located in the cooling
channels.
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[0014] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the turbulators extend gener-
ally across the cooling channels.
[0015] In an engine according to the preceding para-
graph, it is preferable that the turbulators are chevron
turbulators.
[0016] In an engine according to any one of the pre-
ceding three paragraphs, it is preferable that more cool-
ing fluid is supplied to certain cooling channels than oth-
ers.
[0017] The invention will now be described, by way of
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which:

Fig 1, already referred to, is a longitudinal section
through a part of a known gas turbine engine;
Fig 2, already referred to, is a view taken on the line
II-II in Fig 1;
Fig 3, already referred to, is a view taken on the line
III-III in Fig 2;
Fig 4 is a longitudinal section through a part of a gas
turbine engine according to the present invention;
Fig 5 illustrates in greater detail a cooling fluid flow
path shown in Fig 4; and
Fig 6 illustrates certain cooling features incorporated
on a trailing edge of a platform shown in Fig 4.

[0018] The part shown in Fig 4 comprises a stator vane
31 having radially inner and outer platforms 33 and 35,
rotor blading 37, a rotor disk 39 to which the rotor blading
37 is attached, and a support and cooling arrangement
41. The radially inner platform 33 has a trailing edge 43
and, at the upstream end of this edge 43, a flange 45 that
extends radially inwardly. The support and cooling ar-
rangement 41 defines between itself and radially inner
platform 33 a cavity 47 from which a cooling fluid is sup-
plied to cool stator vane 31. The arrangement 41 includes
a carrier ring 49, a portion of the periphery of which lies
adjacent (i) a radially inwardly facing end 51 of flange 45,
(ii) a downstream facing side 53 of flange 45, and (iii) a
radially inwardly facing side 55 of trailing edge 43. Fig 5
shows in greater detail the interface between carrier ring
49 and flange 45/trailing edge 43 of radially inner platform
33. A circumferentially extending gap 57 is present be-
tween the downstream end of trailing edge 43 and a base
part 59 of the rotor blading 37.
[0019] Cooling fluid travels as follows as indicated by
arrows 61. It leaves cavity 47 in a generally downstream
direction via the interface between carrier ring 49 and
radially inwardly facing end 51 of flange 45. It then travels
generally radially outwardly via the interface between
carrier ring 49 and downstream facing side 53 of flange
45. At this point the cooling fluid reaches the upstream
end of trailing edge 43. The cooling fluid then travels gen-
erally downstream via the interface between carrier ring
49 and radially inwardly facing side 55 of trailing edge
43, to reach the downstream end of edge 43. The cooling
fluid cools trailing edge 43 as it flows over radially inward-

ly facing side 55. Finally, the cooling fluid passes through
circumferential extending gap 57 to join the hot combus-
tion gases of the gas turbine engine.
[0020] The supply of cooling fluid to cool trailing edge
43 is not via high temperature rotating parts of the engine,
but from cavity 47. Thus, the cooling fluid is not heated
by both the temperature of and friction with the rotating
parts, and therefore cools more effectively. The interface
between carrier ring 49 and radially inner platform 33
closely controls the flow of cooling fluid over radially in-
wardly facing side 55 of trailing edge 43, such that the
flow is substantially uniformly spread over side 55, and
as it travels from the upstream end to the downstream
end of side 55 takes a path that is substantially parallel
to side 55. Thus, areas of relatively stagnant flow over
side 55 are substantially prevented, enhancing the cool-
ing of trailing edge 43. The close control of the flow of
cooling fluid by the interface between carrier ring 49 and
radially inner platform 33 ensures that the flow will travel
over side 55 regardless of the pressure differential be-
tween the interface and the path of the hot combustion
gases of the gas turbine engine. Thus, the presence of
a relatively high such pressure differential will not sub-
stantially affect the cooling of trailing edge 43.
[0021] In the part of the gas turbine engine shown in
Fig 4 there is a further flow of cooling fluid that cools
trailing edge 43. This flow is indicated by arrows 63, and
corresponds to the flow of air present in the prior art as
indicated by arrows 19 in Fig 1.
[0022] Cavity 47 also supplies cooling fluid directly to
the interior of stator vane 31, as indicated by arrow 65 in
Fig 4. This cooling fluid leaves the main part of stator
vane 31 via the trailing edge of this main part, see arrow
67, to join the hot combustion gases of the gas turbine
engine.
[0023] Referring to Fig 6, radially inwardly facing side
55 of trailing edge 43 incorporates a number of axially
extending wall partitions 69 that divide the side into a
number of discrete, axially extending cooling channels
71. Each cooling channel 71 contains a series of chevron
turbulators 73 axially spaced along the length of the chan-
nel.
[0024] Chevron turbulators 73 greatly enhance the
cooling of trailing edge 43. Location of the chevron tur-
bulators in discrete cooling channels concentrates the
flow on the turbulators enhancing their action.
[0025] There may be hot-spots at certain circumferen-
tial positions around the trailing edge formed by the trail-
ing edge 43 shown in Figs 4 to 6 and the corresponding
trailing edges of the other same stage stator vanes of the
gas turbine engine. Increased cooling can be applied to
these hot-spots by supplying more cooling fluid to the
cooling channels 71 that supply these hot-spots. This
supply of more cooling fluid could be realised by the for-
mation of radially extending grooves in the interface be-
tween carrier ring 49 and downstream facing side 53 of
flange 45. The grooves would be formed so as to supply
those cooling channels 71 that supply the hot-spots. Al-
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ternatively to the grooves, holes could be formed through
flange 45 from cavity 47 to cooling channels 71. These
holes would be provided in respect of those cooling chan-
nels 71 that supply the hot-spots. Thus, the division of
radially inwardly facing side 55 into discrete cooling chan-
nels 71 enables tailoring of the cooling of the trailing edge
formed by trailing edge 43 and the corresponding trailing
edges of the other same stage stator vanes of the gas
turbine engine.
[0026] The above description with reference to Figs 4
to 6 concerns a platform of a stator vane disposed at the
radially inward side of the vane. It is to be appreciated
that the present invention could also be used in respect
of a platform of a stator vane disposed at the radially
outward side of the vane. For example, a support and
cooling arrangement, similar to support and cooling ar-
rangement 41, located generally radially outward of the
radially outward platform would (i) direct cooling fluid to
an upstream end of a radially outwardly facing side of a
trailing edge of the platform, and (ii) direct the cooling
fluid to flow over this side in a generally axial direction to
a downstream end of the side, and wall partitions, as wall
partitions 69, and chevron turbulators, as chevron turbu-
lators 73, would be included on the side.

Claims

1. A gas turbine engine including a stator vane (31) for
directing hot combustion gases onto rotor blades
(37), the stator vane (31) including a platform (33)
disposed at the side of the vane (31) radially inward/
outward with respect to the axis of rotation of the
engine, the platform (33) having a trailing edge por-
tion (43) downstream with respect to the flow of the
hot combustion gases past the stator vane (31), the
engine also including a support and cooling arrange-
ment (41) for directing a cooling fluid to an upstream
end of a radially inwardly/outwardly facing side (55)
of the trailing edge portion (43) of the platform (33),
the support and cooling arrangement (41) also di-
recting the cooling fluid to flow over the side (55) in
a generally axial direction to a downstream end of
the side (55), the cooling fluid cooling the trailing
edge portion (43) as it flows over the side (55),
wherein turbulators (73) are included on the side (55)
to increase heat transfer from the trailing edge por-
tion (43) as the cooling fluid flows over the side (55).

2. An engine according to claim 1 wherein the platform
(33) is disposed at the side of the vane (31) radially
inward with respect to the axis of rotation of the en-
gine, and the support and cooling arrangement (41)
directs the cooling fluid to the upstream end of a ra-
dially inwardly facing side (55) of the trailing edge
portion (43) of the platform (33).

3. An engine according to claim 2 wherein the support

and cooling arrangement (41) includes a carrier ring
(49), and a portion of the periphery of the carrier ring
(49) lies adjacent the radially inwardly facing side
(55), the cooling fluid flowing over the side (55) in
the generally axial direction by travelling via a first
interface between the side (55) and the carrier ring
(49).

4. An engine according to claim 3 wherein the platform
(33) includes a radially inwardly extending flange
(45) at the upstream end of the trailing edge portion
(43), and the portion of the periphery of the carrier
ring (49) also lies adjacent a downstream facing side
(53) of the flange (45), the cooling fluid travelling to
the upstream end of the radially inwardly facing side
(55) by travelling generally radially outwardly via a
second interface between the downstream facing
side (53) of the flange (45) and the carrier ring (49).

5. An engine according to claim 4 wherein a cavity (47)
for supplying cooling fluid is defined between the
platform (33) and the support and cooling arrange-
ment (41), and the portion of the periphery of the
carrier ring (49) also lies adjacent a radially inwardly
facing end (51) of the flange (45), cooling fluid being
supplied by the cavity (47) to the second interface
by leaving the cavity (47) in a generally downstream
direction via a third interface between the radially
inwardly facing end (51) of the flange (45) and the
carrier ring (49).

6. An engine according to claim 5 wherein the cavity
(47) also supplies cooling fluid to the interior of the
stator vane (31).

7. An engine according to any one of claims 2 to 6
wherein there is a further flow of cooling fluid that
cools the trailing edge portion (43), and this further
flow travels past a rotor disk (39) of the engine to
which the rotor blades (37) are attached.

8. An engine according to any one of claims 2 to 7
wherein the radially inwardly facing side (55) incor-
porates a number of axially extending wall partitions
(69) that divide the side (55) into a number of discrete
axially extending cooling channels (71), the turbula-
tors (73) included on the side (55) being located in
the cooling channels (71).

9. An engine according to claim 8 wherein the turbula-
tors (73) extend generally across the cooling chan-
nels (71).

10. An engine according to claim 9 wherein the turbula-
tors (73) are chevron turbulators (73).

11. An engine according to claim 8 or claim 9 or claim
10 wherein more cooling fluid is supplied to certain
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cooling channels (71) than others.
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