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(54) Attachment for a fuel tank of a fuel cell powered system and electronic portable device 
equipped therewith

(57) An attachment for a fuel tank of a fuel cell pow-
ered system is described. The attachment thermally con-
ducts heat generated from an electronic component to
the fuel tank. The attachment further affixes to the elec-

tronic component by a securing portion. In one aspect,
the attachment is comprised in a fuel cell powered elec-
tronic device. In another aspect, the attachment is inte-
gral to the fuel tank.
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Description

[0001] This relates generally to the field of fuel cells
and, more specifically, to an attachment for a fuel tank
of a fuel cell powered system, and to an electronic port-
able device equipped with such an attachment and fuel
tank.
[0002] Fuel cells have received a great deal of atten-
tion in recent years for their potential as electricity gen-
erators having a relatively low environmental impact. The
basic principles of fuel cells have been understood for a
long time, but they have had very little widespread use
due to their comparatively high cost of production and
the difficulty in managing their operation. In addition,
while energy generation by a fuel cell typically produces
very little in the way of chemical pollution, this benefit is
often negated by the energy needed to produce and
package the fuel for the fuel cell.
[0003] Different types of fuel cells also tend to have
different operating parameters that can limit the effec-
tiveness of a particular type for particular applications.
For example, certain fuel cells operate at extremely high
temperatures, while others require a compressed gas as
a fuel source. These different requirements can create
safety issues or limit the power capacity, longevity or oth-
er substantive characteristics of a fuel cell which, in turn,
limits its utility for certain applications.
[0004] Despite the limitations of certain types of fuel
cells, they remain a promising technology, particularly
for certain power applications. The basic structure of a
fuel cell is known in the art, and will not be discussed
herein. However, an exemplary arrangement is shown
in Figure 1, in which a fuel cell 100 is depicted schemat-
ically as providing electrical power to an electric load 104,
which is representative of an electrical system deriving
power from the fuel cell 100. For electricity generation,
the fuel cell must maintain a reaction that requires a
source of an appropriate fuel, e.g., hydrogen (H2). In Fig-
ure 1, this source is represented as fuel tank 102, which
has a fluid connection to the fuel cell 100. Depending on
the type of fuel cell and fuel being used, different oper-
ating conditions must also be kept within a predetermined
range. The operating temperature of the fuel cell, for ex-
ample, is different from one type of fuel cell to another.
In addition, the temperature of the fuel tank must be ap-
propriate for the type of fuel being used, so as to ensure
a proper flow of fuel into the fuel cell.

General

[0005] In a broad aspect, the present attachment is
adapted for a fuel tank of a fuel cell power system. The
attachment has a first surface thermally contacting with
a heat generating electronic component, a second sur-
face thermally contacting the fuel tank, and a thermal
conductor there between. The thermal conductor con-
ducts heat from the first surface to the second surface
so that heat generated by the electronic component is

absorbed by the fuel tank.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0006] For a better understanding of embodiments de-
scribed herein, and to show more clearly how they may
be carried into effect, reference will now be made, by way
of example, to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an arrangement of a
fuel cell adapted to provide electrical power to an
electrical load and a fuel tank delivering fuel to the
fuel cell;
FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view of a PCB
(printed circuit board) such as those used in elec-
tronic devices;
FIG. 3 is a schematic side view of a PCB within an
electronic device and a fuel cell fuel tank in thermal
conduction therewith;
FIG. 4 is a schematic side view of a portion of a PCB
with an attachment for a fuel tank, the attachment
having a securing portion that is adapted to affix the
attachment to an edge of the PCB;
FIG. 5A is a schematic side view of a PCB for a device
with an attachment for a fuel tank, the attachment
having a securing portion that is adapted to affix the
attachment to the PCB and reside in an aperture in
the PCB;
FIG. 5B is a schematic top view of a PCB like that
of Figure 5A showing several apertures defined in
the PCB for affixing an attachment adapted to be in
thermal contact with an electrical component of the
PCB;
FIG. 6A is a schematic perspective view of a PCB
and a first and second surface of the attachment that
is integral with the PCB;
FIG. 6B is a schematic perspective view of the PCB
of Figure 6A showing a top portion of the integral fuel
tank and attachment system; and
FIG. 6C is a schematic perspective view of the PCB
of Figures 6A and 6B showing the integral fuel tank
and attachment system integrally adjacent to the
PCB.

Description of Preferred Embodiments

[0007] Presented in Figure 1 is shown an electric load
104 representative of any of a number of different elec-
trical devices and components. One example of such a
load is an electrical circuit having at least one electronic
component mounted on a printed circuit board (PCB) or
embedded in at least one IC (integrated circuit). The elec-
tric load 104 is powered by a fuel cell 100 connected to
and using fuel stored in fuel tank 102.
[0008] Figure 2 is a schematic representation of a PCB
204 including a number of discrete electronic compo-
nents. Many electronic components are well known for
generating a significant amount of heat that must be dis-
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sipated to the ambient environment. This may be a par-
ticular problem with small, compact devices that lack the
space necessary for efficient heat dissipation.
[0009] This disadvantage may be put to good use by
thermally conducting heat generated by the PCB 204 to,
and used by the fuel tank 102. As shown in Figure 3, the
fuel tank 102 is located adjacent to the PCB 204, thus
allowing thermal conduction there between. In certain
fuel cell systems, the process of generating hydrogen
from a fuel source (such as a metal hydride) is an endo-
thermic reaction. In such fuel cells, a reaction is accom-
plished when heat is supplied to the fuel in the fuel tank
102. As PCBs 204 often generate heat, the thermal con-
tact of the PCB 204 to the fuel tank 102 allows use of this
heat to increase the temperature of the fuel in the fuel
tank 102. For an endothermic reaction, using heat gen-
erated by adjacent components reduces, or removes
completely the need for heat to be supplied from another
source, while simplifying the mechanism for dissipating
excess heat from the PCB 204.
[0010] To ensure appropriate thermal conduction be-
tween the PCB 204 and the fuel tank 102, particularly in
the case of a portable device 300 which may undergo a
significant amount of jostling, an attachment 400 is used
between the fuel tank 102 and the PCB 204, as shown
in Figure 4. In accordance with an aspect, the attachment
400 includes a thermal conductor 414. The thermal con-
ductor 414 has a first surface 410 for thermally contacting
directly or ultimately at least one heat-generating portion
of the PCB 204 and a second surface 412 for thermally
contacting directly or ultimately the fuel tank 102. The
thermal conductor 414 conducts heat from the first sur-
face 410 to the second surface 412, such that heat gen-
erated by the PCB 204 is absorbed by the fuel tank 102.
For affixing the first surface 410 to the PCB 204, the at-
tachment is provided with a securing portion 406. The
second surface 412 is preferably affixed to the fuel tank
102 by any suitable means, or is part of the fuel tank 102.
The first and second surfaces 410 and 412 of the thermal
conductor 414 can be in direct contact with respectively
the at least one heat-generating portion of the PCB 204
and the fuel tank 102. Alternatively, the first and second
surfaces 410 and 412 could further be covered by a heat
conducting material, which could serve as a protection
for the thermal conductor 414.
[0011] In accordance with another aspect, the secur-
ing portion 406 may further include a lip 408 located in
opposition with the first surface 410 of the attachment
400 such that an edge of the PCB 204 resides between
the lip 408 and the first surface 410. Between the oppos-
ing lip 408 and the first surface 410 is a space within
which an edge of the PCB 204 may be inserted for se-
curing the attachment thereto. The space between the
opposing lip 408 and the first surface 410 is sized so that
the PCB 204 fits snugly between the first surface 410
and the opposing lip 408, thereby preventing relative
movement between the fuel tank 102 and the PCB 204
in a direction perpendicular to the first surface 410 of the

attachment 400. The size of the space and the elasticity
of the opposing lip 408 may also be such that, when the
edge of the PCB 204 resides in the space, a pressure fit
is formed that resists movement of the PCB 204 in a
direction parallel to the first surface 410. Similar opposing
lips 408 may also extend from the attachment 400 at
other edges of the PCB 204. For example, for the PCB
204 having a quadrilateral shape, the lip 408 may be
used to secure two, three or even all four edges of the
PCB 204 to thereby further restrict lateral movement of
the PCB 204 relative to the fuel tank 102.
[0012] The attachment 400 may also be secured to the
PCB 204 in other ways. In another aspect shown in Figure
5A, the attachment 400 is secured to the PCB 204 at one
or more anchor points along its surface. An aperture 512
defined by the PCB 204 is indicated by broken lines. The
aperture 512 provides an anchor point by which the at-
tachment 400 may be attached to the PCB 204. The at-
tachment 400 has the securing portion 406 that projects
from the first surface 410 of the attachment 400 and that
lies adjacent to the PCB 204. The securing portion 406
is shaped so that an intermediate section 516 fits within
the aperture 512 of the PCB 204, and the opposing lip
408 extends in a direction parallel to the first surface 410,
in opposition to that surface, and contacting a side of the
PCB 204 opposite to the side contacted by the first sur-
face 410. That is, the attachment 400 holds the fuel tank
102 in thermal contact with the PCB 204 by being effec-
tively "clipped" to the PCB 204 via the securing portion
406 that fits together with the aperture 512. The interme-
diate section 516 of the securing portion 406 prevents
any relative lateral movement between the PCB 204 and
the fuel tank 102, and the lip 408 together with the first
surface 410, prevents any relative movement of the PCB
204 and fuel tank 102 in the perpendicular direction. It
will be understood by a person skilled in the art that it is
possible for the attachment 400 to be also affixed to any
other part of the device 300 such as to any electronic
component or to a casing.
[0013] The single attachment 400 may have multiple
securing portions 406 and thereby attach to multiple an-
chor points on the PCB 204. For example, as shown in
Figure 5B, a top view of the PCB 204 indicates two ap-
ertures 512 within each of which may reside the securing
portion 406 of the attachment 400. Having multiple an-
chor points helps to prevent any relative rotational move-
ment of the fuel tank 102 and PCB 204, as well as trans-
lational movement in the three Cartesian directions. In
this example, two integrated circuits (ICs) 522, 524 are
shown mounted to the PCB 204 (other components may
also be included, but are not shown in the figure for sim-
plicity purposes). When the attachment 400 is mounted
to the PCB 204 via the securing portions 406 that fit in
the apertures 512, the fuel tank 102 resides in close ther-
mal conduction with both ICs 522, 524 and thereby func-
tions as a heat sink for both. A thermally conductive ma-
terial 526 may also be located on the PCB 204 in contact
with a component such as IC 522, providing extended
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thermal surface contact between the heat source (the IC)
and the fuel tank 102. Such a material could be used to
increase the effectiveness of the "heat sink" function of
the fuel tank 102 by increasing the thermal conduction
paths between the IC 522 and the fuel tank 102.
[0014] Back to Figure 5A, according to another aspect,
the attachment 400 is an integral part of the fuel tank 102
structure. The first surface 410 of the attachment 400
has a flat profile and a shape that closely matches that
of the PCB 204 so as to provide a high degree of heat
transfer between the PCB 204 and the fuel tank 102. The
first surface 410 and second surface 412 are in thermal
conduction to allow the transfer of heat between the PCB
204 and the fuel tank 102. An interior space 520 of the
fuel tank 102 in which the fuel is stored may further extend
to the securing portion 406. This design provides addi-
tional fuel storage space, as well as additional surface
area via which heat may be absorbed by the fuel tank
102. Those skilled in the art will recognize that the interior
space 520 may also be limited to the flat region of the
fuel tank 102.
[0015] According to yet another aspect, the attach-
ment 400 has a shape that corresponds to the shape of
the heat generating PCB 204 and physically conforms to
the shape of the electronic components or ICs (522,524)
of the PCB 204. As most PCBs 204 tend to be much
larger in length and width than in thickness (i.e., they tend
to have a flat profile), thermal conduction can be en-
hanced if the first surface 410 of the attachment 400 has
a shape that corresponds to the shape of the PCB 204.
For doing so, the first surface 410 is designed in such a
way that its profile matches a surface of the PCB 204.
[0016] Reference is now made to Figures 6A-6C,
which depict yet another aspect. In this particular aspect,
the PCB 204, the attachment 400, and the fuel tank 102
form a single integrated unit 640. The first surface 410
of the attachment 400 (shown separated from PCB 204
for clarity) is affixed with the securing portion 406 to a
heat-generating portion of the PCB 204 in the orientation
shown as part of an assembly process. The securing
portion 406 is a fastening layer such as a seal applied
on the first surface 410, however other types of affixing
means are also applicable such as the securing portion
406 which is adapted to reside within the aperture 512
of the PCB 204, the lip 408 which extends in a direction
parallel to the first surface 410 or any other effective af-
fixing means. When assembled, this first surface 410
serves as a thermal PCB contacting surface. The first
surface 410 may be made of one or many different ma-
terials. There are also different means by which to seal
the first surface 410 to the PCB 204.
[0017] The second surface 412 of the attachment 400
is part of the fuel tank 102 to create a fully enclosed in-
terior space 520 (with the exception of one or more filling/
output ports, which are not shown in the figure). Once
the integrated unit 640 is assembled, the first surface 410
and the second surface 412 isolate the PCB 204 com-
ponents from the fuel on the interior space 520 of the fuel

tank 102. The fuel tank 102 may be designed in any de-
sired shape and volume providing an interior space 520
within which the fuel may be stored.
[0018] The first surface 410 may be made of heat con-
ducting deformable material, which can be applied to the
PCB 204 as a conformal coating by a variety of different
techniques. A top portion 518, which functions as the top
and sides of the fuel tank 102, may be made of a material
with sufficient rigidity at operating temperatures that it
retains the desired shape of the fuel tank 102. Figure 6C
depicts an example of such an integrated unit 640 once
it has been assembled on the PCB 204. Those skilled in
the art will recognize that, while the heat-generating por-
tion of the PCB 204 is visible through the integrated at-
tachment and fuel tank system shown in Figures 6A-6C,
this particularity is used for graphical representation pur-
poses only, and that it is not necessary for the integrated
unit to be made of transparent material.
[0019] A further aspect relates to an electronic portable
device including a fuel cell powered system and an at-
tachment as previously described. Heat generation in an
electronic portable device is of particular concern, and
use of the heat generated by electronic components to
improve performances of a fuel-powered system can be
an asset. For doing so, the electronic portable device
includes a fuel tank for storing fuel to be used by a fuel
cell for electrical power generation. As previously de-
scribed, the thermal conduction between the fuel tank
and one or several heat generating electronic compo-
nents is increased by use of the attachment. Any of the
previously described aspects of the attachment can be
used.
[0020] The foregoing aspects of the attachment are
provided for exemplary purposes only. Those skilled in
the art will recognize that various changes in form, ma-
terial used and design may be made thereto without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the attachment, fuel
tank and fuel cell powered electronic device as defined
by the appended claims.

Claims

1. An attachment (400) for a fuel tank (102) of a fuel
cell powered system, the attachment (400) compris-
ing:

a thermal conductor (414) having a first surface
(410) for thermally contacting at least one heat
generating electronic component (204) and a
second surface (412) for thermally contacting
the fuel tank (102), the thermal conductor con-
ducting heat from the first surface (410) to the
second surface (412) such that heat generated
by the at least one electronic component (204)
is absorbed by the fuel tank (102); and
a securing portion (406) for affixing the first sur-
face (410) to the at least one electronic compo-
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nent (204).

2. The attachment of claim 1 wherein the securing por-
tion comprises a lip located in opposition with the
first surface such that an edge of the at least one
electronic component resides between the lip and
the first surface and is retained therein.

3. The attachment of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the
securing portion is adapted to reside within an aper-
ture defined by the at least one electronic compo-
nent.

4. The attachment of any preceding claim wherein the
securing portion is an integral part of the fuel tank.

5. The attachment of any preceding claim wherein the
first surface physically conforms to the at least one
electronic component.

6. The attachment of any preceding claim wherein the
fuel tank is integral with the attachment and defines
an interior space for storing fuel.

7. A fuel cell powered electronic device (300) compris-
ing:

a fuel tank (102) adapted to store fuel for delivery
to a fuel cell; and
an attachment (400) adapted to affix the fuel
tank (102) in thermal conduction with at least
one heat generating electronic component
(204).

8. A fuel tank and fuel cell powered electronic system
(604) comprising:

at least one heat generating electronic compo-
nent (204);
a fuel tank (102) adapted to store fuel for delivery
to a fuel cell; and
an attachment (400) adapted to affix the fuel
tank (102) in thermal conduction with the at least
one heat generating electronic component
(204).

9. The device of claim 7 or the system of claim 8 wherein
the attachment comprises a securing portion adapt-
ed for securely affixing the attachment to the at least
one electronic component.

10. The device or the system of claim 9 wherein the se-
curing portion comprises a lip located in opposition
with a first surface of the attachment such that an
edge of the at least one electronic component re-
sides between the lip and the first surface and is
retained therein.

11. The device or the system of claim 9 or claim 10
wherein the securing portion is adapted to reside
within an aperture defined by the at least one elec-
tronic component.

12. The device or the system of one of claims 7 to 11
wherein the attachment is an integral part of the fuel
tank.

13. The device or the system of any one of claims 7 to
12 wherein the attachment comprises a first surface
that physically conforms to the at least one electronic
component.

14. The device of or the system of any one of claims 7
to 13 wherein the fuel tank defines an interior space
for storing fuel.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A fuel tank (102) of a fuel cell powered device, the
fuel tank (102) comprising:

a thermal conductor (414) having a first surface
(410) for thermally contacting at least one heat
generating electronic component (204) and a
second surface (412) for thermally contacting
the fuel tank (102), the thermal conductor con-
ducting heat from the first surface (410) to the
second surface (412) such that heat generated
by the at least one electronic component (204)
is absorbed by the fuel tank (102); and
a securing portion (406) for affixing the first sur-
face (410) to the at least one electronic compo-
nent (204).

2. The fuel tank (102) of claim 1 wherein the securing
portion comprises a lip located in opposition with the
first surface such that an edge of the at least one
electronic component resides between the lip and
the first surface and is retained therein.

3. The fuel tank (102) of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein
the securing portion is adapted to reside within an
aperture defined by the at least one electronic com-
ponent.

4. The fuel tank (102) of any preceding claim wherein
the first surface physically conforms to the at least
one electronic component.

5. The fuel tank (102) of any preceding claim wherein
the fuel tank defines an interior space for storing fuel.

6. A fuel cell powered electronic device (300) com-
prising the fuel tank of claim 1.
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