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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is based upon and claims the
benefit of priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application
No. 2008-295115, filed on November 19, 2008.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments of the present invention dis-
cussed herein relate to a barrier synchronization appa-
ratus, a barrier synchronization system, and a barrier
synchronization method.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Barrier synchronization is known as a method
of synchronizing a plurality of processes which are exe-
cuted in parallel with each other. In the barrier synchro-
nization, a barrier point is set. A barrier point is a point
at which synchronization is made. A process to perform
the barrier synchronization temporarily stops the execu-
tion when the execution arrives at the barrier point. The
process to perform the barrier synchronization restarts
the stopped execution when all the processes subject to
the barrier synchronization and executed in parallel arrive
at the barrier point. In this manner, synchronization of
the parallel execution between the plurality of processes
which are executed in parallel can be made.
[0004] On the other hand, a reduction operation is
known as an arithmetic operation for data held by a plu-
rality of processes. Several reduction operations, for ex-
ample, an arithmetic operation to calculate a sum of the
data and an arithmetic operation to calculate a maximum
value and a minimum value, are known. The reduction
operation includes an arithmetic operation in which only
a specific process has an arithmetic operation result, and
an arithmetic operation in which all processes have arith-
metic operation results, respectively. However, in any
case, since data communication is performed between
processes, the reduction operation can be executed by
using the same algorithm as that of the barrier synchro-
nization.
[0005] A data communication which broadcasts data
from a processor to all the other processors, sets up a
butterfly barrier in which processors that finally received
the broadcast data communicate with each other, and
reports from the processors that participated in the but-
terfly barrier to all the processors that did not participate
in the butterfly barrier of termination of data communica-
tion, is known.

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 03-098152

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Patent Application
No. 07-152712

[0006] During execution of barrier synchronization, de-
pending on algorithms, processes must change destina-
tions of signals indicating that the processes arrive at a
barrier point at each stage. Also in the reduction opera-
tion, the processes must change destinations of interme-
diate results of the arithmetic operation at each stage.
The inventor of the present invention studied ways to
change the destinations at high speed to increase a bar-
rier synchronization speed and a reduction operation
speed.
[0007] According to the studies, when both barrier syn-
chronization and a reduction operation are realized by
software, a destination changing operation on the stages
are partially performed by a CPU. For this reason, over-
head easily occurs. Therefore, as a result, the speed of
the barrier synchronization and the reduction operation
cannot be increased.
[0008] On the other hand, when the destination chang-
ing operation is realized by hardware, the destination
changing operation can be performed without the CPU.
For this reason, the speed of the barrier synchronization
and the reduction operation are expected to be in-
creased. However, depending on configurations of hard-
ware to be employed to the high-speed operation, when
a plurality of nodes are connected to each other by a
network, a configuration of the network between the
nodes may be limited.

SUMMARY

[0009] Aspects of embodiments of the invention pro-
vide barrier synchronization systems and barrier syn-
chronization methods, both as defined in the claims. The
claims define the scope of the invention.
[0010] The above-described embodiments of the
present invention are intended as examples, and all em-
bodiments of the present invention are not limited to in-
cluding the features described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] Preferred features of the present invention will
now be described, purely by way of example, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a con-
nection of nodes;
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
node according to an embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating barrier synchroniza-
tion according to an embodiment;
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating barrier synchroniza-
tion according to an embodiment performed by a but-
terfly realized by four processes;
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
barrier synchronization apparatus according to an
embodiment;
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
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synchronization apparatus according to an example;
FIG. 7 is a process flow chart of execution of barrier
synchronization according to an example;
FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating flows of signals in
barrier synchronization performed by a butterfly;
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
reduction operation device according to an embod-
iment;
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
reduction operation unit according to an embodi-
ment;
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
computing unit according to an embodiment;
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating a reduction operation
performed by a butterfly;
FIG. 13 is a process flow chart of execution of a re-
duction operation;
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating flows of data and
signals in a reduction operation performed by a but-
terfly network;
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an example of barrier
synchronization performed by a butterfly in 6 proc-
esses;
FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of
barrier synchronization performed by dissemination
in 6 processes;
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating flows of signals in
barrier synchronization performed by dissemination;
FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
reduction operation unit according to an embodi-
ment;
FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an example of barrier
synchronization performed by pairwise exchange
with recursive doubling in 6 processes;
FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating flows of signals in
barrier synchronization performed by pairwise ex-
change with recursive doubling;
FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
multi-core processor;
FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
synchronization apparatus according to an embod-
iment; and
FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
reduction operation unit.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0012] Reference may now be made in detail to em-
bodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein
like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0013] FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a computer
network with a plurality of nodes. Each of the plurality of
nodes includes a barrier synchronization apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
2 illustrates a configuration of the nodes. Each of the
nodes includes the barrier synchronization apparatus ac-
cording to the embodiment. It is assumed that the barrier

synchronization apparatus according to the embodiment
performs barrier synchronization by using a butterfly.
[0014] The computer network according to the embod-
iment includes a plurality of nodes, e.g. computers 1, and
a network 2 which connects the nodes to each other. In
the example in FIG. 1, four nodes #1 to #4 are arranged
on the computer network. The plurality of nodes 1 con-
nected to each other by the network 2 execute a parallel
arithmetic operation. Each of the plurality of nodes 1 in-
cludes a barrier synchronization apparatus 6 to perform
barrier synchronization in a parallel arithmetic operation.
The barrier synchronization apparatus 6 performs barrier
synchronization.
[0015] The node 1 includes a CPU 3, a memory 4, a
system controller 5, a barrier synchronization apparatus
6 and an input/output device 7. The system controller 5
controls the operation of the node 1, in other words, the
CPU 3, the memory 4, the barrier synchronization appa-
ratus 6 and the input/output device 7. The CPU 3 includes
a setting processor 31.
[0016] The setting processor 31 exchanges data with
the input/output device 7 through the system controller
5. In this manner, the input/output device 7 inputs setting
conditions including an algorithm of the barrier synchro-
nization and an execution condition to the setting proc-
essor 31 of the CPU 3. The input/output device 7 outputs
data outputted from the setting processor 31 as needed.
[0017] The setting processor 31 transmits a signal in-
dicating that a process arrives at a barrier point to the
barrier synchronization apparatus 6 through the system
controller 5. The setting processor 31 receives a signal
indicating that barrier synchronization is established from
the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 through the sys-
tem controller 5. In this manner, the setting processor 31
sets the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 as a desti-
nation of a first synchronization signal and a destination
of a second synchronization signal in the barrier synchro-
nization apparatus 6 according to the setting conditions
inputted from the input/output device 7. The barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6 communicates with the barrier
synchronization apparatus of another node through the
network 2 according to the setting conditions set by the
setting processor 31 to perform barrier synchronization.
[0018] The setting processor 31 exchanges data with
the memory 4 through the system controller 5. In this
manner, the setting processor 31 writes data in the mem-
ory 4, and reads data from the memory 4. The data is
used in, for example, a reduction operation which will be
described later.
[0019] The barrier synchronization will be described
below. As illustrated in FIG. 3, a plurality of processes
#0 to #2 which perform barrier synchronization stops ex-
ecution of the processes themselves when the execution
of the processes arrives at a point at which the processes
are synchronized, i.e., a barrier point. More specifically,
when the plurality of processes #0 to #2 themselves ar-
rive at the barrier point, the processes #0 to #2 wait until
all the other processes arrive at the barrier point. The
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plurality of processes #0 to #2 restart the stopped exe-
cution when all the processes #0 to #2 subjected to the
barrier synchronization arrive at the barrier point, i.e.,
when the barrier synchronization is established. In this
manner, synchronization between the plurality of proc-
esses which are executed in parallel can be made.
[0020] One of algorithms which realize the barrier syn-
chronization is a butterfly arithmetic operation. The but-
terfly arithmetic operation will be simply called a "butter-
fly" hereinafter. An operation is divided into a plurality of
stages by the butterfly, and each stage performs signal
communication with other processes. In the embodi-
ment, the butterfly is used as an algorithm of the barrier
synchronization.
[0021] FIG. 4 illustrates an example in which barrier
synchronization is performed by the butterfly between
the four processes #0 to #3. In FIG. 4, for example, the
process #0 is expressed by adding number 0 into a circle,
and the other processes #1 to #3 are similarly expressed.
In other drawings, processes are specified in the same
manner as described above.
[0022] A destination of a signal indicating that a proc-
ess arrives at a barrier point on each stage is given by i
XOR 2^(k-1) when a stage number is represented by k
and a process number of its own process or its own node
1 is represented by i. The number of stages is given by
log(N) when the process number N is a power of 2.
[0023] For example, focusing on the process #0 in FIG.
4, a destination is determined as described below. On
the stage #1, a destination of a signal outputted from the
process #0 and indicating that the process arrives at a
barrier point is the process #1. On the other hand, on the
stage #2, the process #1 receives a signal outputted from
the process #0 and indicating that the process arrives at
the barrier point, and a destination of a signal outputted
from the process #0 and indicating that the process ar-
rives at the barrier point is the process #2.
[0024] The destinations of the signals can be uniquely
determined such that an algorithm of barrier synchroni-
zation and execution conditions, e.g., a configuration of
processes, are determined by setting conditions. In the
embodiment, the algorithm of barrier synchronization is
a butterfly, and the execution conditions are four proc-
esses, that means four processes are executed in par-
allel. For this reason, the destinations of the signals can
be determined as illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0025] The setting conditions are inputted from the in-
put/output device 7 to the setting processor 31. In the
setting conditions of the embodiment, a butterfly is used
as an algorithm of barrier synchronization, and execution
conditions are set to be four processes. In addition, as
execution conditions, the number k of stages of process-
es subjected to the barrier synchronization and a process
number i of each process, e.g., its own node 1, are also
inputted. The number k of stages indicates the maximum
value of stage numbers.
[0026] The input of the setting conditions to the setting
processor 31 is not limited to the input described above.

For example, any one of the nodes 1 may input the setting
conditions to the other nodes 1 through the network 2. A
management computer connected to the network 2 may
input the setting conditions to all the nodes 1 through the
network 2.
[0027] The processes communicate a signal indicating
that the process arrives at a barrier point with another
process on each stage. For example, on the first stage
#1, each of the processes arrives at a barrier synchroni-
zation point at any one of timings. Timings at which the
processes arrive at the barrier synchronization point
change depending on the processes. The processes ar-
riving at the barrier synchronization point transmit signals
to processes set in advance on the next stage on the
butterfly network. In the embodiment, the butterfly net-
work indicates the network 2 illustrated in FIG. 1, and is
a network which performs barrier synchronization by the
butterfly and to which the nodes 1 illustrated in FIG. 2
are connected. This is the same as in the following draw-
ings.
[0028] On the next stage #2, the processes are syn-
chronized by a signal from the process set in advance
on the previous stage #1 of the butterfly network. When
the processes receive signals from another process, the
processes transmit signals to processes set in advance
on the next stage #3.
[0029] On the final stage #3, the processes are syn-
chronized by a signal from the process on the previous
stage #2. When the processes receive signals from an-
other process, the system would know that barrier syn-
chronization is established after all the processes #0 to
#3 arrive at a barrier point. Thereafter, the processes
start the next operation because the barrier synchroni-
zation is established.
[0030] As described above, a method of causing proc-
esses to transmit a signal indicating that the processes
arrive at a barrier point to a specific process is known,
as another method which performs barrier synchroniza-
tion. In this method, after the specific process receives
the signals indicating that the processes arrive at a barrier
point from all the processes, establishment of barrier syn-
chronization is broadcasted from the specific process to
all the processes. On the other hand, according to a bar-
rier synchronization scheme realized by the butterfly net-
work, the broadcasting is not necessary.
[0031] FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a barrier syn-
chronization device according to an embodiment. FIG. 6
is a configuration of a synchronization device included in
the barrier synchronization apparatus in FIG. 5. In FIG.
6, a receiving device 61 and a transmitting device 63 are
repetitively illustrated.
[0032] The barrier synchronization apparatus 6 in-
cludes the receiving device 61, a synchronization device
(referred to as a "synchronization unit" hereinafter) 62,
and the transmitting device 63. As illustrated in FIG. 6,
the synchronization unit 62 includes a controller 621 and
a plurality of control registers 622. Each of the plurality
of control registers 622 is a register group including a
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plurality of registers.
[0033] The plurality of control registers 622 correspond
to the pairs of synchronization signals, respectively. In
other words, the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 in-
cludes the plurality of control registers 622 to hold syn-
chronization signals in the control register every arithme-
tic operation and to make it possible to execute barrier
synchronization. Therefore, when one pair of arithmetic
operations is configured by n first synchronization sig-
nals, the synchronization device 62 executes barrier syn-
chronization to each of the plurality of pairs each consti-
tuted by the n first synchronization signals. In this case,
a plurality of processes are operated on one node.
[0034] In the first illustrative example, not specifically
claimed, a plurality of processes is operated on one node,
and one pair of arithmetic operations is executed, so that
barrier synchronization can be executed for the pair of
arithmetic operations. In the first illustrative example, in
place of an operation in which the plurality of processes
operates on one node, one process can be operated on
one node 1. In this case, the process is regarded as the
node 1.
[0035] In the first illustrative example, the control reg-
ister 622 includes a signal register and a destination reg-
ister. In FIG. 6, the signal register is expressed as a part
with a reference symbol Signal, and the destination reg-
ister is expressed as a part with a reference symbol Des-
tination. This designation is used in the other drawings.
[0036] The controller 621 transmits a synchronization
signal for barrier synchronization based on a reference
result with reference to a plurality of control registers 622.
The signal register stores information indicating whether
a synchronization signal is received from a process or a
node corresponding to the control register 622. In this
manner, the signal register stores information indicating
a synchronization state of a synchronization signal. The
destination register stores information indicating a proc-
ess or a node serving as a destination to which the control
register 622 should transmit a synchronization signal. In
this manner, the destination register stores information
indicating a transmission destination of the synchroniza-
tion signal after the synchronization is established.
[0037] When the transmission destination of the syn-
chronization signal is another node, the destination reg-
ister stores a destination node address serving as a trans-
mission destination and a control register number. The
destination node address is a network address of a node,
and is uniquely determined. The destination node ad-
dress may be a node number added to a node in advance.
The control register number is a number of the control
register 622, and is uniquely determined in a node. The
control register number may be a number or a pair
number added to the control register 622 in advance.
[0038] The destination node address and the control
register number are designated to determine one control
register in one node. When the transmission destination
of the synchronization signal is a node which transmits
the synchronization signal, a control register number of

the synchronization unit 62 of the process itself or the
node itself is stored in the destination register.
[0039] Prior to execution of barrier synchronization, the
setting processor 31 of the CPU 3 sets parameters re-
quired for the control register 622 through the controller
621 based on the setting conditions. The parameters set
to the control register 622, for example, include a desti-
nation node address of the next stage of the control reg-
ister 622 and a control register number of the control
register. As described above, the setting conditions in-
clude an algorithm and execution conditions of the barrier
synchronization.
[0040] After the parameters are set, the setting proc-
essor 31 transmits a barrier synchronization start signal
to the controller 621 to start barrier synchronization.
When synchronization is established on the final stage
of the process, the synchronization device 62 transmits
a signal representing establishment of barrier synchro-
nization, i.e., completion of barrier synchronization to the
setting processor 31.
[0041] The receiving device 61 is connected to another
node through the network 2 and receives a packet from
another node including a synchronization signal. When
the receiving device 61 receives a first synchronization
signal the transmission destination of which is set in ad-
vance from another node according to the setting condi-
tions including the algorithm and the execution conditions
of the barrier synchronization, the receiving device 61
transmits the received first synchronization signal to the
synchronization device 62. For this reason, the receiving
device 61 receives a packet for barrier synchronization
from a barrier synchronization apparatus of the other
node through the network 2. When the receiving device
61 receives a packet from another node, the receiving
device 61 generates a synchronization signal and a des-
tination information indicating a destination based on the
received packet, to transmit the synchronization signal
and the destination information to the synchronization
unit 62. More specifically, the receiving device 61 extracts
information of the synchronization signal and the desti-
nation information included in the received packet to
transmit the extracted information to the synchronization
unit 62. The destination information includes a destina-
tion node address serving as a destination of the syn-
chronization signal and a control register number of the
control register. According to the destination, the control
register 622 corresponding to a node corresponding to
the extracted destination node address and the extracted
control register number can be determined.
[0042] When a transmission source includes a plurality
of nodes, if the receiving device 61 includes network in-
terfaces the number of which corresponds to the number
of nodes serving as transmission sources, packets trans-
mitted from the plurality of nodes can be simultaneously
received by using the plurality of receiving devices 61.
This operation is also performed in the transmitting de-
vice 63.
[0043] The synchronization unit 62 performs a barrier
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synchronization process based on the synchronization
signal and the destination information from the receiving
device 61. The synchronization unit 62 performs synchro-
nization of a plurality of pairs of synchronization signals.
After the synchronization of each of the pairs of synchro-
nization signals is established, the synchronization sig-
nals are transmitted to a transmission destination desig-
nated by the destination information. In this manner, in
the algorithm which performs barrier synchronization, an
operation which changes transmission destinations of
signals indicating that the processes arrive at a barrier
point can be performed at a high speed on each stage.
A control register number which is uniquely determined
is allocated to each of the pairs of synchronization sig-
nals. The synchronization unit 62 receives both the syn-
chronization signal and the control register number from
the receiving device 61, and outputs the pairs of synchro-
nization signals which are synchronized with each other
to the transmitting device 63.
[0044] For example, with respect to the pairs of syn-
chronization signals, the synchronization unit 62 syn-
chronizes n (n is a positive integer) first synchronization
signals which are set in advance according to the setting
conditions. When the n synchronization signals are in-
putted for each pair of synchronization signals, the syn-
chronization is established. The synchronization unit 62
designates the transmitting device 63 to transmit a sec-
ond synchronization signal after the synchronization is
established. The number of second synchronization sig-
nals is set to m (m is a positive integer), and a transmis-
sion destination of the second synchronization signals is
set in advance according to the setting conditions.
[0045] When the synchronization is established, the
synchronization unit 62 transmits the pairs of synchroni-
zation signals to the transmission destination set in ad-
vance. The transmission destination is a synchronization
unit of another node or the synchronization unit 62 of its
own node. When the transmission destination of the syn-
chronization signal is another node, a destination node
address of the transmission destination node and a con-
trol address number is set to the synchronization unit 62
in advance. In this case, the synchronization unit 62
transmits a signal which designates transmission of a
packet to the transmitting device 63. The transmitting de-
vice 63 which receives the packet transmission designa-
tion from the synchronization unit 62 transmits a packet
for barrier synchronization to a barrier synchronization
device of another node designated by a destination node
address through the network 2. On the other hand, when
the transmission destination of the synchronization sig-
nal is its own node, a control register number or a control
register number is set in the synchronization unit 62 in
advance. The synchronization unit 62 transmits a syn-
chronization signal to the designated control register 622
of the synchronization unit 62 of its own process or its
own node.
[0046] When the synchronization unit 62 receives a
signal for the start of barrier synchronization from the

setting processor 31 of the CPU 3, the synchronization
unit 62 transmits a synchronization signal to a designated
transmission destination. When synchronization of the
final pair of synchronization signals is established, the
synchronization unit 62 notifies the setting processor 31
in the CPU 3 of a signal representing completion of barrier
synchronization.
[0047] When the transmitting device 63 receives a des-
ignation of transmission from the synchronization unit 62,
the transmitting device 63 transmits a second synchro-
nization signal to m transmission destinations set in ad-
vance. The transmission device 63 receives a signal for
designation of packet transmission from the synchroni-
zation unit 62, generates a packet based on the desig-
nated transmission destination, and transmits the packet
to another node through the network 2. As described
above, a node serving as the transmission destination is
determined based on a transmission destination node
address and the control register number.
[0048] FIG. 7 illustrates a process flow of a barrier syn-
chronization process executed by the barrier synchroni-
zation apparatus in FIG. 5 and realized by a butterfly.
[0049] The setting processor 31 set in the CPU deter-
mines a role of the control register 622 based on the
algorithm of barrier synchronization and the setting con-
ditions before barrier synchronization is started. And the
setting processor 31 sets a destination node address and
a control register number corresponding to the next stage
in the butterfly to the destination register of each of the
control registers 622 (S11).
[0050] The setting processor 31 inputs a control reg-
ister number of the control register 622 the destination
node address and the control register number of which
should be set to the synchronization unit 62 as a write
address. The setting processor 31 inputs the destination
node address and the control register number to be set
to the destination register of the control register 622 as
write data to a controller 621 of the synchronization unit
62. The write address and the write data are inputted for
each of the control register 622. Accordingly, the control-
ler 621 stores the destination node address and the con-
trol register number which are the inputted write data in
the destination register of the control register 622 desig-
nated by the write address. Storage of the write data is
actually executed by the controller 621 which receive the
write address and the write data from the setting proces-
sor 31. On the other hand, aside from this, an initial value
of the signal register is set as, for example, "0" in advance,
[0051] For example, the destination node address and
the control register number are set as described below.
When the number of nodes is a power of 2, after syn-
chronization is established in a butterfly, to two positions,
e.g., the next stage of its own process or its own node
and the next stage in another node, synchronization sig-
nals are transmitted. Therefore, a destination designated
as a destination register is a control register number of
its own process or its own node or any one of the desti-
nation node address of the other node and the control
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register number.
[0052] On the first stage, since signals are not synchro-
nized with each other, a signal register is not used. On
the other hand, on the final stage, a destination register
is not used. Therefore, since the same register is not
used on the first stage and the final stage, the same con-
trol register 622 is designated on the first and final stages.
For example, in FIG. 8, on the first stage and the final
stage, the same control register number #1 is designated.
[0053] Even though the same register is not used in
the first stage and the final stage, different control regis-
ters 622 may be designated on the first and final stages.
For example, the number of the control registers 622 is
sufficiently large, on the final stage in FIG. 8, a control
register number #3 may be designated.
[0054] In FIG. 8, reference symbols such as #1 added
to pairs of signal registers and destination registers de-
note control register numbers. This is satisfied in FIGS.
14, 17, and 20. In this following explanation, the control
register 622 of the control register number #1 is also
called a control register #1.
[0055] When the number of nodes is not a power of 2,
in order to make the number of nodes to a power of 2,
the control register 622 included in an additional node
added to the network 2 is given to another node. For
example, in FIG. 8, in order to make barrier synchroni-
zation between the nodes #1 to #3, the control register
622 included in the node is given to any one of the nodes
#1 to #3. In this case, since only a control register corre-
sponding to a repeating stage is necessary, the control
register #2 corresponding to the repeating stage is given
to any one of the nodes #1 to #3. Furthermore, on the
first stage, the value of a signal register of a transmission
destination of the control register is set to "1" in advance.
On the final stage, the control register on the first stage
is eliminated from the destination register of the trans-
mission source of the control register.
[0056] When a process arrives at a barrier point, the
setting processor 31 transmits a signal representing the
start of barrier synchronization to the synchronization unit
62 of the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 (S12). A
barrier synchronization start signal includes a number of
the control registers 622 corresponding to the first stage.
For example, in the node #1 in FIG. 8, the barrier syn-
chronization start signal designates the control register
#1. On the first stage, since a packet is not received from
another process, a synchronization signal and a desti-
nation are not transmitted from the receiving device 61
to the controller 621.
[0057] When the controller 621 of the synchronization
unit 62 receives the signal for the start of barrier synchro-
nization, the controller 621 reads a value of a destination
register of the control register 622 corresponding to a
number designated by the barrier synchronization start
signal (S13). The value of the destination register is called
a "Destination" hereinafter. In order to read the destina-
tion register, the controller 621 uses the control register
number designated by the barrier synchronization start

signal as a read address to read the value of the desti-
nation register of the control register 622 of the address
as read data. A signal register of the control register 622
corresponding to the first stage is not used. Therefore,
synchronization for synchronization signals is not per-
formed. For example, in the node #1 in FIG. 8, a value
of a destination register of the control register #1 is a
control register 32 of the node #2 serving as another node
and the control register #2 of the node #1 serving as its
own node.
[0058] The controller 621 transmits a signal for packet
transmission designation to the transmitting device 63
based on a value which designates the control register
622 of another node in values of destination registers
(S14). The packet transmission designation includes a
value of a destination register which designates anther
node. The transmitting device 63 generates a packet
based on a destination node address designated by the
packet transmission designation from the controller 621
and a control register number and transmits the packet
to the network 2. The transmission destination of the
packet includes the designated destination node address
and the control register number. In this manner, the pack-
et, in the example in FIG. 8, is transmitted from the node
#1 to the node #2 by using the control register #2 of the
node #2 as a destination. This packet includes, for ex-
ample, a synchronization signal.
[0059] The transmitting device 63 reads the value of
the signal register of the control register 622 designated
in the destination register based on the value which des-
ignates the control register 622 of its own node in the
values of the destination register (S14). More specifically,
the transmitting device 63 reads the value of the signal
register of the control register 622 on the next stage of
its own node. This is performed to transmit a synchroni-
zation signal to the synchronization unit 62 of its own
node and to make synchronization in its own node. The
value of the signal register is also called a "signal" here-
inafter.
[0060] Subsequently, the synchronization unit 62 ex-
amines whether "1" indicating a synchronization state is
set in the signal register on the next state (S15). When
"1" is set in the signal register (Yes in S15), synchroni-
zation is established. On the other hand, when "1" is not
set in the signal register (No in S15), synchronization is
not established.
[0061] When the synchronization is not established
(No in S15), the synchronization unit 62 sets the value
Signal of the signal register of the control register 622 on
the next state to "1". Thereafter, receptions of packets
are synchronized with each other (S16). In order to set
the control register 622, the controller 621 uses a value
which designates its own node in the read values of the
destination register as a write address, and "1" is written
in the signal register of the control register 622 of the
address as write data. For example, in the node #2 in
FIG. 8, the value of the signal register of the control reg-
ister #1 is set to "1". In this manner, it is signified that one
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of synchronization signals to be synchronized with each
other is received.
[0062] Thereafter, when the receiving device 61 re-
ceives a packet, the receiving device 61 extracts a syn-
chronization signal and a control register number serving
as a designation based on the received packet and trans-
mits the synchronization signal and the control register
number to the synchronization unit 62 (S17).
[0063] When the controller 621 of the synchronization
unit 62 receives the signal from the receiving device 61,
the controller 621 reads the value of the signal register
of the designated control register 622 (S18). Thereafter,
operations subsequent to S15 are repeated. For exam-
ple, when the controller 621 receives the synchronization
signal and the destination from the receiving device 61,
the controller 621 reads the value of the signal register
of the control register 622 based on the received control
register number. In order to read the signal register, the
controller 621 uses the designated control register
number as a read address to read the value of the signal
register of the control register 622 of the address as read
data.
[0064] On the other hand, when the synchronization is
established in S15 (Yes in S15), the controller 621 further
examines whether the control register 622 corresponds
to the final stage (S19). For example, in the node #1 in
FIG. 8, after execution of step S16, the value of the signal
register of the control register #2 is "1". Therefore, in this
case, synchronization is established.
[0065] When the synchronization is established in the
control register 622 corresponding to the final stage (Yes
in S19), the controller 621 transmits a signal representing
the establishment of barrier synchronization to the setting
processor 31 of the CPU (S110).
[0066] The setting processor 31 receives the signal in-
dicating the establishment of barrier synchronization
from the controller 621 to know the establishment of bar-
rier synchronization (S111).
[0067] When the control register 622 does not corre-
spond to the final stage in S19 (No in S19), the controller
621 reads a value of the destination register of the control
register 622 in which synchronization is established
(S112), the operations subsequent to S14 are repeated.
For example, in the node #1 in FIG. 8, since the control
register #2 does not correspond to the final stage, the
operations subsequent to S14 are repeated.
[0068] FIG. 8 illustrates a flow of a synchronization sig-
nal between stages in a barrier synchronization process
realized by a butterfly in FIG. 7. In FIG. 8, reference sym-
bols #1 or the like in the synchronization apparatus 6
denote register numbers of the plurality of control regis-
ters 622. FIG. 8 illustrates a state in which synchroniza-
tion signals are sequentially transmitted with time from
the left. This point is the same as those in other drawings.
[0069] In FIG. 8, with reference to the node #1, a syn-
chronization signal flows as described below. For exam-
ple, when the node #1 arrives at a barrier point, the node
#1 is designated to start synchronization by inputting a

barrier synchronization start signal. According to this, on
the stage #1, the node #1 transmits synchronization sig-
nals to the node #1 and node #2 which are destinations
which are designated in advance.
[0070] On the stage #2, the node #1 which receives its
own synchronization signal synchronizes the synchroni-
zation signal with a synchronization signal from the node
#2 designated in advance. After the node #2 arrives at a
barrier point, the synchronization signal of the stage #2
from the node #2 similarly arrives at the node #1. When
the synchronization signal from the node #2 arrives at,
in the node #1, its own synchronization signal and the
synchronization signal from the node #2 are synchro-
nized with each other, i.e., synchronization between the
two signals is established. When the synchronization is
established, the node #1, on the stage #2, transmits syn-
chronization signals to the node #1 and the node #3 which
are destinations designated in advance.
[0071] On the stage #3, the node #1 which receives its
own synchronization signal synchronizes the synchroni-
zation signal with a synchronization signal from the node
#3 which is designated in advance. After the node #3
arrives at a barrier point and after a synchronization sig-
nal from the node #4 which arrives at the barrier point is
received, similarly, the synchronization signal of the
stage #3 arrives at from the node #3 to the node #1.
When the synchronization signal from the node #3 arrives
at, in the node #1, its own synchronization signal and the
synchronization signal from the node #3 is established.
When the synchronization is established, the node #1
determines that barrier synchronization is established on
the stage #3 to output a barrier synchronization estab-
lishment signal.
[0072] In the nodes #2 to #4, similarly, barrier synchro-
nization is established on the stage #3, and a barrier syn-
chronization establishment signal is output. In this man-
ner, barrier synchronization realized by a butterfly is ex-
ecuted.
[0073] Therefore, the flow of the synchronization signal
in FIG. 8 is the same flow as in FIG. 4, and it is understood
that barrier synchronization realized by a butterfly is ex-
ecuted.
[0074] FIG 9 illustrates an example of a configuration
of a reduction operation device according to a first em-
bodiment. FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a configura-
tion of a synchronization unit 82 and a reduction operation
unit which are included in the reduction operation device
in FIG. 9. FIG. 11 illustrates an example of a configuration
of a computer 845 included in the reduction operation
unit in FIG. 10. The first embodiment relates to a reduc-
tion operation device which performs a reduction opera-
tion while performing barrier synchronization by a butter-
fly.
[0075] In the first embodiment, a reduction operation
device 8 is set in the node 1 which configures a computer
network illustrated in FIG. 1. In the first embodiment, the
node 1 includes a configuration in which the barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6 of the node 1 illustrated in FIG.
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2 is replaced with the reduction operation device 8. More
specifically, the node 1 in the first embodiment has the
same configuration as that of the node 1 illustrated in
FIG. 2 except for the barrier synchronization apparatus
6. Some of the same or the similar elements as those in
the node 1 illustrated in FIG. 2 are not illustrated.
[0076] The reduction operation device 8 performs a
reduction operation while making barrier synchroniza-
tion. The reduction operation device includes a reduction
operation unit 84 and a synchronization device (referred
to as "synchronization unit" hereinafter) 82. The synchro-
nization unit 82 includes a controller 821 and a control
register 822. The reduction operation unit 84 includes an
input data register 841, a multiplexer 842, a switch 843,
a storage device 844, the computer 845, a demultiplexer
846, and an output data register 847.
[0077] The reduction operation device 8 includes the
same configuration as that of the barrier synchronization
apparatus 6 except that the reduction operation device
8 includes the reduction operation unit 84. Since the re-
duction operation device 8 includes the reduction oper-
ation unit 84, a signal indicating the start of a reduction
operation is inputted in place of a signal indicating the
start of barrier synchronization, and a signal indicating
the completion of a reduction operation is outputted in
place of a signal indicating establishment of barrier syn-
chronization.
[0078] Since the reduction operation device 8 includes
the reduction operation unit 84, the reduction operation
device 8 performs transmission and reception of a packet
and transmission and reception of data with the network
2, and also performs transmission and reception of a con-
trol signal and data with the setting processor 31 of the
CPU 3.
[0079] Since the reduction operation device 8 includes
the reduction operation unit 84, the reduction operation
device 8 receives target data subjected to a reduction
operation from the outside and outputs a result of the
reduction operation to the outside.
[0080] First target data subjected to a reduction oper-
ation is inputted from the setting processor 31 of the CPU
3 to the input data register 841 as write data, and inputted
from the input data register 841 to the multiplexer 842 as
read data. Second target data subjected to a reduction
operation is inputted as a packet from the network 2
through a receiving device 81, extracted from the packet,
and inputted to the multiplexer 842.
[0081] On the other hand, a result of the reduction op-
eration is outputted from the demultiplexer 846 to the
output data register 847 as write data and outputted as
read data from the output data register 847 to the setting
processor 31. A result of the reduction operation is out-
putted from the demultiplexer 846 to a transmitting device
83 and transmitted from the transmitting device 83 to the
network 2 as a pocket.
[0082] The number of input data registers 841 and the
number of output data registers 847 are two or more
each. The input data registers 841 correspond the control

registers 822, respectively. The output data register 847
also correspond to the control registers 822, respectively.
[0083] The input data register 841 to which write data
shall be written is designated by a write address from the
setting processor 31. The input data register 841 from
which read data is read is designated by a read address
from the controller 821. The read address of the input
data register 841 corresponds to the control register 822
designated by a destination in the packet received from,
for example, the receiving device 81, and is generated
based on a control register number of the control register
822. The output data register 847 in which write data
should be written is designated by a write address from
the controller 821. A write address of the output data
register 847 corresponds to the control register 822 used
in a reduction operation of the write data, and is gener-
ated based on a control register number of the control
register 822. The output data register 847 from which
read data should be read is designated by a read address
from the setting processor 31.
[0084] In order to execute a reduction operation, the
setting processor 31 sets, according to setting conditions
inputted from the input/output device 7, a transmission
destination of the first synchronization signal and a trans-
mission destination of the second synchronization signal
in the reduction operation device 8 as the reduction op-
eration device 8.
[0085] The setting processor 31 transmits data to be
arithmetically operated to the reduction operation device
8 at the start of reduction operation through the system
controller 5, and receives a reduction operation result
from the reduction operation device 8. The reduction op-
eration device 8 communicates with a reduction opera-
tion device of another node through the network 2 (illus-
trated as a "Network"), and performs a reduction opera-
tion based on the communication.
[0086] Furthermore, in order to execute a reduction op-
eration, the synchronization unit 82 included in the re-
duction operation device 8 designates the transmitting
device 83 to transmit the second synchronization signal
(illustrated as "packet transmission designation") after
the establishment of synchronization, and designates the
reduction operation unit 84 to perform a predetermined
reduction operation. When the transmitting device 83 re-
ceives a designation of transmission of the second syn-
chronization signal, the transmitting device 83 transmits
a result of the reduction operation in the computer 845
to the setting processor 31 together with the second syn-
chronization signal.
[0087] The synchronization unit 82 includes a type reg-
ister in the control register 822. In FIG. 10, the type reg-
ister is expressed as a part added with a symbol type.
This point is the same as those in other drawings. The
type register stores information representing a type of an
arithmetic operation to control a reduction operation in
the computer 845. Information stored in the type register
is also inputted from the input/output device 7 as some
of the setting conditions.
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[0088] A reduction operation will be described below.
The reduction operation, as described above, can be ex-
ecuted by using the same algorithm as that in barrier
synchronization. More specifically, the reduction opera-
tion can be executed by a butterfly network which exe-
cutes barrier synchronization realized by a butterfly.
[0089] Therefore, the reduction operation, as illustrat-
ed in FIGS. 3 and 4, the operation is divided into a plurality
of stages, and each process communicates a signal with
another process on each stage. When one process is
operated on one node, the process may be regarded as
the node. Execution and a transmission destination of a
process on each stage are basically the same as those
in barrier synchronization.
[0090] In the reduction operation, as illustrated in FIG.
12, each process on the first stage #1 transmits data to
be arithmetically operated to a process of the next stage
#2. On the stage #2, when each process receives data
from the process of the previous stage #1, for example,
the process adds its own data to the data from the process
of the previous stage #1 and transmits an arithmetic op-
eration result to a process of the next stage #3. When
each process on the final stage #3 receives the data from
the process of the previous stage #2, for example, the
process adds the received data and its own arithmetic
operation result on the stage #2. The addition result is a
result of summation.
[0091] As another method of a reduction operation, a
method of transmitting data to a specific process to per-
form an arithmetic operation can be considered. In this
method, in order to cause all the processes to have arith-
metic operation results, respectively, broadcasting from
a specific process is used. According to a reduction op-
eration realized by a butterfly network, broadcasting is
not necessary.
[0092] A reduction operation in the second embodi-
ment will be described below.
[0093] The setting processor 31, as in the barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6, sets a destination node ad-
dress of a next stage, a control register number, and the
like in the control register 822 corresponding to each pair
of reduction operations in the synchronization unit 82
based on setting conditions. Thereafter, the setting proc-
essor 31 transmits inputted data and a reduction syn-
chronization start signal to the reduction operation unit
84. In this manner, a reduction operation performed by
the reduction operation unit 84 is started. When synchro-
nization is established in the control register 822 corre-
sponding to the final stage, the reduction operation de-
vice 8 transmits an arithmetic operation result and a sig-
nal representing the completion of a reduction operation
to the setting processor 31.
[0094] The receiving device 81 receives a packet from
the CPU 3 through the network 2, transmits a pair of a
synchronization signal and a destination to the synchro-
nization unit 82 based on the received packet, and trans-
mits data received as the packet to the reduction opera-
tion unit 84.

[0095] In the reduction operation unit 84, the input data
register 841 temporarily stores inputted data ("write data"
illustrated in FIG. 10) transmitted from the CPU 3 and
subjected to reduction operation, and inputs the stored
data as "read data" to the storage device 844 through
the multiplexer 842 according to a designation from the
controller 821. Data from the CPU 3, as described above,
is inputted at the start of a reduction operation.
[0096] The storage device 844 stores data inputted
through the input data register 841. In this manner, the
storage device 844 holds data used in a reduction oper-
ation. A storage capacity of the storage device 844 is
given by, for example, (the number of control registers
822) x (the number of bits of data). An address of the
storage device 844 in which the data used in the reduction
operation shall be held is designated by a write address
from the controller 821. A write address of the storage
device 844 corresponds to the control register 822 used
in the reduction operation, and is generated based on a
control register number of the control register 822.
[0097] The data stored in the storage device 844 and
used in the reduction operation is read and inputted to
the computer 822 such that a read address is designated
from the controller 821. The read address of the storage
device 844 corresponds to the control register 822 used
in the reduction operation, and is generated based on
the control register number of the control register 822.
[0098] The multiplexer 842 selects data from the input
data register 841 or data from the receiving device 81
according to a designation for input unit selection from
the controller 821, and inputs the selected data to the
storage device 844 or the computer 845 through the
switch 843. When a synchronization signal and a desti-
nation information are inputted from the receiving device
81, the designation for selection of the input unit selection
outputs data from the receiving device 81 to the multi-
plexer 842, otherwise, read data from the input data reg-
ister 841 is outputted to the multiplexer 842.
[0099] According to a designation for input/output unit
selection from the controller 821, the switch 843 inputs
an input from the multiplexer 842 or the computer 845 to
the storage device 844 or the computer 845. When data
is inputted from the multiplexer 842, the designation for
input/output unit selection inputs the data from the mul-
tiplexer 842, otherwise, the designation inputs the data
from the computer 845. When synchronization is estab-
lished, the designation for input/output unit selection out-
puts the inputted data to the computer 845, otherwise,
the designation outputs the inputted data to the storage
device 844.
[0100] When synchronization is established, the com-
puter 845 performs a predetermined arithmetic operation
to data synchronized in the storage device 844, data from
a packet input through the multiplexer 842, or a previous
arithmetic operation result. That is, when the computer
845 receives a designation from the controller 821 of the
synchronization unit 82, the computer 845 performs a
reduction operation by using data stored in the storage
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device 844. More specifically, the computer 845 executes
a predetermined arithmetic operation according to an
arithmetic operation designation from the controller 821,
inputs a result of the arithmetic operation to the demulti-
plexer 846, and inputs the result to the switch 843.
[0101] The computer 845, as illustrated in FIG. 11, in-
cludes arithmetic units 8451 to 8454 and a multiplexer
8455. An adder (ADD) 8451, a logical sum operation unit
(Logical) 8452, a maximum value calculating unit (MAX)
8453, and a minimum value calculating unit (MIN) 8454
constitute the arithmetic units. The arithmetic units 8451
to 8454 execute predetermined arithmetic operations, re-
spectively.
[0102] The computer 845 performs arithmetic opera-
tions of designated types between data inputted from the
storage device 844, e.g., first data, data inputted from
the input data register 841, and data from a packet re-
ceived by the receiving device 81 or an arithmetic oper-
ation result obtained on the previous stage by the com-
puter 845, e.g., second data. The first data and the sec-
ond data are inputted to the arithmetic units 8451 to 8454.
The arithmetic units 8451 to 8454 arithmetically operate
the inputted data and output arithmetic operation results
to the multiplexer 8455. A type of an arithmetic operation
is designated by an arithmetic operation designation from
the controller 821. The arithmetic operation designation
is generated by the controller 821 based on a value of
the type register representing a type of an arithmetic op-
eration. The multiplexer 8455 selects any one of the arith-
metic operation results obtained in the arithmetic units
8451 to 8454 according to the arithmetic operation des-
ignation and outputs the selected arithmetic operation
result.
[0103] The demultiplexer 846 inputs an input from the
computer 845 to the output data register 847 or the trans-
mitting device 83 according to control by the controller
821 which designates output unit selection. A designation
of output unit selection outputs data from the computer
845 to the transmitting device 83 before the reduction
operation is completed, otherwise, the designation out-
puts the data to the output data register 847.
[0104] The output data register 847 outputs a result of
the reduction operation to the CPU 3. The reduction op-
eration result output from the output data register 847 is
inputted to the CPU 3 upon completion of the reduction
operation.
[0105] When the transmitting device 83 receives an
arithmetic operation result, a destination node address
designated by a packet transmission designation, and a
control register number from the demultiplexer 846 of the
reduction operation unit, the transmitting device 83 gen-
erates a packet based on the arithmetic operation result,
the destination node address, and the control register
number and transmits the generated packet to the net-
work 2.
[0106] The synchronization unit 82, as in the synchro-
nization unit 62 of the barrier synchronization apparatus
6, performs an operation of changing transmission des-

tinations of an intermediate result of an arithmetic oper-
ation on each stage. When the controller 821 of the syn-
chronization unit 82 receives a synchronization signal
and a control register number from the receiving device
81, the controller 821 transmits the synchronization sig-
nal to the control register 822 corresponding to the re-
ceived control register number.
[0107] When the synchronization is established, the
controller 821 transmits a transmission designation of a
synchronization signal to the transmitting device 83. The
transmission designation of the synchronization signal is
expressed as a "packet transmission designation" in FIG.
10. At this time, the controller 821 transmits a synchro-
nization signal to the designated control register 822 in
the synchronization unit 82 its own process or its own
node and controls the reduction operation unit 84. More
specifically, the controller 821 performs a reduction op-
eration between the data inputted to the reduction oper-
ation unit 84 and data synchronized in the storage device
844. On the other hand, when the synchronization is not
established, the controller 821 causes the storage device
844 to hold the data.
[0108] In a case where a synchronization signal is
transmitted to the designated control register 822 in the
synchronization unit 82 of its own process or its own
node, when synchronization is established, the controller
821 further controls the reduction operation unit 84 to
repeat an arithmetic operation between the arithmetic
operation result and the data synchronized in the storage
device 844. On the other hand, when the synchronization
is not established, the controller 821 transmits the arith-
metic operation result to the storage device 844.
[0109] When the controller 821 receives a signal rep-
resenting the start of a reduction operation from the set-
ting processor 31, the controller 821 transmits the syn-
chronization signal and the data inputted from the setting
processor 31 to a designated pair, e.g., a transmission
destination of the control register 822. Thereafter, when
the synchronization is established between the final pair,
the controller 821 transmits the arithmetic operation re-
sult and the signal representing the completion of the
reduction operation to the setting processor 31.
[0110] FIG. 13 illustrates a control flow of an operation
which is executed by the reduction operation device 8 in
FIG. 9 and which performs a reduction operation while
performing barrier synchronization realized by a butterfly.
[0111] The reduction operation uses barrier synchro-
nization. The process flow in FIG. 13 is almost the same
as the process flow in FIG. 7 except for a transmitting/re-
ceiving process of data subjected to a reduction opera-
tion and a reduction operation process (S29).
[0112] The setting processor 31 determines the
number of control registers 822 to be used based on the
number of nodes which perform a reduction operation
before the reduction operation is started. The setting
processor 31 sets a destination node address corre-
sponding to the next stage in a butterfly and a control
register number to the destination register of each of the
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control registers 822 and sets an arithmetic operation
type to the type register (S21).
[0113] Setting of the registers is performed as de-
scribed below. When the number of nodes is a power of
2, in a butterfly, after synchronization is established, syn-
chronization signals are transmitted to two positions, e.g.,
the next stage of its own process and its own node and
the next stage in another node. Therefore, a destination
designated for the destination register includes a control
register number of its own process or its own node, a
destination node address of another node, and a control
register number. Since signals are not synchronized on
the first stage, a signal register is not used. On the final
stage, a destination register is not used. For this reason,
the same control register 822 is designated on the first
and final stages.
[0114] When the number of nodes is not a power of 2,
as in the first illustrative example, the control register 822
corresponding to a repeating stage of an addition node
is provided in another node, e.g., the additional node.
The additional node is set such that the control register
822 on the first stage does not communicate with the
control register 822 of the final stage. Furthermore, a type
register of the control register 822 of the additional node
is set as passage (bypass) such that the additional node
is prevented from performing an arithmetic operation.
[0115] The setting processor 31 transmits inputted da-
ta to the input data register to start a reduction operation,
and transmits a reduction operation start signal to the
synchronization unit 82 (S22). The reduction operation
start signal includes an input register number and a con-
trol register number corresponding to the first stage.
[0116] When a signal indicating the start of a reduction
operation is transmitted, the controller 821 of the syn-
chronization unit 82 reads a value of a destination register
of the control register 822 designated by a reduction op-
eration signal (S23).
[0117] When another node is designated to a destina-
tion register, the controller 821 outputs a signal for packet
transmission designation to the transmitting device 83
and transmits data to the transmitting device 83. The data
transmitted to the transmitting device 83 is a value of an
input data register when the control register 822 is the
first stage, and the data is an arithmetic operation result
from the computer 845 when the control register 822 is
a subsequent stage. When the value of the input data
register is transmitted to the transmitting device 83, a
bypass is designated as an arithmetic operation desig-
nation. The transmitting device 83 generates a packet
based on the data, a destination node address designat-
ed by a packet transmission designation, and a control
register number, and transmits the packet to the network
2.
[0118] When the control register 822 of its own process
or its own node is designated, the controller 821 reads a
value of a signal register of the control register 822 des-
ignated by the destination register to transmit a synchro-
nization signal to the synchronization unit 82 of its own

process or its own node (S24).
[0119] The controller 821 examines whether "1" is set
in the signal register (S25). When "1" is set in the signal
register (Yes in S25), synchronization is established. On
the other hand, when "1" is not set in the signal register
(No in S25), synchronization is not established.
[0120] When the synchronization is not established,
the controller 821 sets "1" in the signal register and stores
data at an address corresponding to the control register
822 of the storage device 844. The data is a value of an
input data register when the control register 822 is the
first stage, and the data is an arithmetic operation result
of the previous stage when the control register 822 is a
subsequent stage. Thereafter, the controller 821 syn-
chronizes receptions of packets from other processes
(S26).
[0121] When the receiving device 81 receives a packet
from another process, the receiving device 81 extracts
data, a synchronization signal, and a control register
number serving as a destination based on the received
packet, and transmits corresponding information to the
demultiplexer 846 and the synchronization unit 82 (S27).
[0122] When the synchronization unit 82 receives a
synchronous signal and a control register number from
the receiving device 81, the synchronization unit 82 reads
a value of Signal of the designated control register 822
(S28). Thereafter, the operations subsequent to S25 are
repeated.
[0123] On the other hand, when synchronization is es-
tablished in S25, an arithmetic operation is performed
(S29). Data to be arithmetically operated is a value of an
input data register when the control register 822 corre-
sponds to the next stage of the first stage. When the
control register 822 corresponds to the subsequent stag-
es and when a factor of synchronization establishment
is a synchronization signal from a packet, the data is data
included in the packet. When the received synchroniza-
tion signal is a synchronization signal from the synchro-
nization device of its own process or its own node, an
arithmetic operation is performed between an arithmetic
operation result on the previous stage and data stored
at an address in the storage device 844 corresponding
the control register 822 the synchronization of which is
established. When the received information is an arith-
metic operation result, a type of an arithmetic operation
is designated from a value of a type register.
[0124] Furthermore, the controller 821 examines
whether the control register 822 corresponds to the final
stage (S210).
[0125] When synchronization is established in the con-
trol register 822 corresponding to the final stage (Yes in
S210), the controller 821 stores an arithmetic operation
result in an output data register and transmits a signal
indicating the completion of a reduction operation to the
setting processor 31 (S211).
[0126] The setting processor 31 receives the signal in-
dicating the completion of the reduction operation from
the controller 821 and reads an arithmetic operation re-
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sult from an output data register (S212).
[0127] When the control register 822 does not corre-
spond to the final stage in S210 (No in S210), a value of
a destination register of the control register 822 the syn-
chronization of which is established is read (S213).
Thereafter, operations subsequent to S24 are repeated.
[0128] FIG. 14 illustrates a flow of a synchronization
signal between stages in a reduction operation process
realized by a butterfly in FIG. 13.
[0129] In FIG. 14, with respect to the node #1, data
subjected to synchronization signal reduction and an
arithmetic operation flows as described below. For ex-
ample, when the node #1 receives inputted data serving
as data to be arithmetically operated, the start of a re-
duction operation is designated by inputting a reduction
operation start signal. According to this, the node #1, on
the stage #1, transmits a synchronization signal and the
data to be arithmetically operated to the node #1 and the
node #2 which are destinations designated in advance.
[0130] On the stage #2, the node #1 which receives its
own synchronization signal and data to be arithmetically
operated synchronizes the synchronization with a syn-
chronization signal from the node #2 which is designated
in advance, and holds the received data to be arithmet-
ically operated in the storage device and the computer.
The synchronization signal of the stage #2 and the data
to be arithmetically operated are outputted from the node
#2 and then arrive at the node #1 after the node #2 re-
ceives the input data. When the synchronization signal
from the node #2 arrives at the node #1, in the node #1,
synchronization between its own synchronization signal
and the synchronization signal from the node #2, e.g.,
synchronization between the two signals, is established.
When the synchronization is established, the node #1,
on the stage #2, executes an arithmetic operation be-
tween its own data to be arithmetically operated and data
to be arithmetically operated from the node #2, and a
synchronization signal and an arithmetic operation result
are transmitted to the node #1 and the node #3 which
are destinations designated in advance. The arithmetic
operation result is used as data to be arithmetically op-
erated in the node #1 and the node #3.
[0131] On the stage #3, the node #1 which receives its
own synchronization signal and data to be arithmetically
operated synchronizes the synchronization signal with
the synchronization signal from the node #3 designated
in advance and holds the received data to be arithmeti-
cally operated in the storage device and the computer.
The synchronization signal of the stage #3 and the data
to be arithmetically operated are similarly outputted from
the node #3 and arrive at the node #1 after the node #3
receives the input data and a synchronization signal from
the node #4 which receives inputted data is received.
When the synchronization signal from the node #3 arrives
at the node #1, in the node #1, synchronization between
its own synchronization signal and the synchronization
signal from the node #3 is established. When the syn-
chronization is established, the node #1, on the stage

#3, executes an arithmetic operation between its own
data to be arithmetically operated and data to be arith-
metically operated from the node #3, and outputs an arith-
metic operation result to an output data register desig-
nated in advance. Thereafter, the node #1 outputs a re-
duction operation completion signal and the data held in
the output data register as a reduction operation result.
Also in the nodes #2 to #4, similarly, on the stage #3,
synchronization is established, and the reduction oper-
ation completion signal and the reduction operation result
are outputted. In this manner, a reduction operation re-
alized by a butterfly is executed.
[0132] Therefore, flows of the synchronization signal
and the data to be arithmetically operated in FIG. 14 are
the same as the flows illustrated in FIG. 4. It is understood
that a reduction operation using barrier synchronization
realized by a butterfly is executed.
[0133] A second illustrative example, which is not spe-
cifically claimed, relates to a barrier synchronization ap-
paratus which performs barrier synchronization realized
by dissemination. More specifically, in the second illus-
trative example, an algorithm of barrier synchronization
is dissemination.
[0134] The barrier synchronization realized by the but-
terfly employed in the first illustrative example cannot
cope with a case in which the number of processes is
not a power of 2. In this case, in order to execute barrier
synchronization realized by a butterfly, a process is vir-
tually added to make the number of processes a power
of 2. Communication of the virtual process is substitu-
tionally performed by a real process. For this reason,
since a real process allocated to a virtual process must
perform communication performed for a virtual process,
the number of stages increases.
[0135] FIG. 15 illustrates an example in which barrier
synchronization realized by a butterfly is performed by
six processes #0 to #5. In this case, in addition to the real
processes #0 to #5, virtual processes #6 and #7 are add-
ed. In this manner, the number of processes is a power
of 2. In this case, the real processes #0 and #1 perform
communication performed for the virtual processes #6
and #7. The real processes #0 and #1 perform commu-
nication performed as a real process and communication
performed as a virtual process. For this reason, the
number of stages becomes 6 in the example in FIG. 15.
[0136] In step 1, the real processes #0 and #1 com-
municate with each other, the real processes #2 and #3
communicate with each other, and the real processes #4
and #5 communicate with each other. Thereafter, the real
processes #0 and #1 serving as the virtual processes #6
and #7 communicate with each other. The communica-
tion between the real processes #0 and #1 and the com-
munication between the virtual processes #6 and #7 can-
not be simultaneously performed. Therefore, the number
of stages in step 1 is 2 which is obtained by summing up
the former communication and the latter communication.
[0137] In step 1, the processes #0, #1, #6, and #7 are
illustrated as independent processes, respectively. A
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process obtained by surrounding the processes #0 and
#6 with a dotted line is the real process #0. This is also
applied to the processes #1 and #7. In step 2 and step
3, the virtual processes #6 and #7 are not illustrated.
[0138] In step 2, the real process #0 communicates
with the real process #2 and also communicates with the
real process #4 as the virtual process #6. These com-
munications cannot be simultaneously performed. This
is also applied to the real process #1. Therefore, the
number of stages in step 2 is 2. Similarly, also in step
S3, the number of stages becomes 2. Therefore, the total
number of stages becomes 6.
[0139] In order to solve this problem, as an algorithm
of barrier synchronization, in place of a butterfly, dissem-
ination is proposed.
[0140] FIG. 16 illustrates an example in which barrier
synchronization realized by dissemination is performed
by six processes. The dissemination is an algorithm in
which when a stage number, a process number of its
own process or its own node 1, and the total number of
processes are represented by k, i, and N, a transmission
destination of a signal representing that processes arrive
at a barrier point is given by i + 2^(k - 1) modN.
[0141] In step 1, each real process transmits a syn-
chronization signal to a first next real process. For exam-
ple, the real process #0 returns a synchronization signal
to the real process #1. The final real process transmits
a synchronization signal to the real process #0. In step
2, each real process transmits a synchronization signal
to a second next real process. In step 3, each real process
transmits a synchronization signal to a third next real
process.
[0142] In this manner, after a synchronization signal is
transmitted log(N) (base of a logarithm = 2) times, a cer-
tain real process receives synchronization signals from
all other real processes. As a result, since the number of
stages is always log(N) (base of a logarithm = 2), even
though the number of processes is not a power of 2,
efficiency higher than that in FIG. 15 can be obtained.
[0143] A computer network according to a second il-
lustrative example includes the same configuration as
that of the first illustrative example. More specifically, the
node 1 illustrated in FIG. 2 is arranged in the second
illustrative example, in the computer network illustrated
in FIG. 1, the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 illus-
trated in FIG. 5 is arranged in the node 1, and the syn-
chronization unit 62 illustrated in FIG. 6 is arranged in
the barrier synchronization apparatus 6.
[0144] In the second illustrative example, as a desti-
nation register of the control register 622, the control reg-
ister 622 serving as a next state in barrier synchronization
realized by dissemination is set. In this manner, the bar-
rier synchronization realized by dissemination can be
performed.
[0145] In the second illustrative example, the barrier
synchronization is executed by the same process flow
as the process flow illustrated in FIG. 7. However, in the
second illustrative example, in the controller 621 of the

synchronization unit 62, determination about a read value
of a destination register of the corresponding control reg-
ister 622 in step S14 in FIG. 7 is omitted. More specifi-
cally, in the second illustrative example, determination
to designate any one of the control register 622 of its own
node 1 and a control register of another node is not per-
formed. This is because, in the barrier synchronization
realized by dissemination, a communication source and
a communication destination on each stage are two reg-
isters, e.g., the control register 622 of its own node 1 and
a control register of another node.
[0146] FIG 17 illustrates a flow of a synchronization
signal between stages in a barrier synchronization proc-
ess realized by dissemination. FIG. 17 illustrates an ex-
ample in which barrier synchronization realized by dis-
semination is performed is performed by four processes.
Therefore, a reference symbol d which is present in FIG.
16 is not present in FIG. 17.
[0147] In FIG. 17, with respect to the node #1, a syn-
chronization signal flows as described below. More spe-
cifically, a synchronization signal arrives at the node #1,
on the stage #1, the synchronization signal is transmitted
from the node #1 to the node #1 and the node #2. The
synchronization signal on the stage #2, as indicated by
a reference symbol a in FIG. 17, is output from the node
#4 and arrives at the node #1. When the synchronization
signal from the node #4 arrives at the node #1, in the
node #2, the synchronization signal is transmitted from
the node #1 to the node #1 and the node #3. The syn-
chronization signal on the stage #3, as indicated by a
reference symbol c in FIG. 17, is output from the node
#3 and arrives at the node #1. When the synchronization
signal from the node #3 arrives at the node #1, on the
stage #3, it is determined that synchronization is estab-
lished, and the synchronization signal is output from the
node #1.
[0148] Also in the nodes #2 to #4, by the same manner
as described above, on the stage #3, synchronization is
established, and a synchronization signal is output. In
this manner, barrier synchronization realized by dissem-
ination is executed.
[0149] FIG 18 illustrates an example of a configuration
of the synchronization unit 82 and a reduction operation
unit included in a reduction operation device according
to a second embodiment. The second embodiment re-
lates a reduction operation device which performs a re-
duction operation while performing barrier synchroniza-
tion by dissemination.
[0150] The second embodiment basically includes the
same configuration as that of the first embodiment. More
specifically, in the second embodiment, the node 1 illus-
trated in FIG. 2 is arranged in the computer network il-
lustrated in FIG. 1, and the reduction operation device 8
illustrated in FIG. 9 is arranged in the node 1.
[0151] On the other hand, in the second embodiment,
in place of the reduction operation device 8 illustrated in
FIG. 10, a reduction operation apparatus 8A is arranged
as illustrated in FIG. 18. The reduction operation appa-
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ratus 8A basically includes the same configuration as
that of the reduction operation device 8. However, in the
reduction operation apparatus 8A, the type register of
the control register 822 is omitted.
[0152] For this reason, in the second embodiment, a
packet includes information representing an arithmetic
operation type. Since the arithmetic operation type can
be known in advance, prior to a reduction operation, the
arithmetic operation type is input to the setting processor
31 of the CPU 3 as some of setting conditions for the
reduction operation. The receiving device 81 transmits
the received arithmetic operation type to the controller
821 of the synchronization unit 82. The controller 821
adds the information of the arithmetic operation type to
a signal of a packet transmission designation from the
synchronization unit 82 and transmits the resultant signal
to the transmitting device 83. The transmitting device 83
adds the received information of the arithmetic operation
type to a predetermined position of a packet to be trans-
mitted to generate a transmission packet.
[0153] In the second embodiment, as a destination reg-
ister of the control register 822, the control register 822
serving as a next stage in a reduction operation per-
formed by barrier synchronization realized by dissemi-
nation is set. In this manner, the reduction operation per-
formed by barrier synchronization realized by dissemi-
nation can be performed.
[0154] In the second embodiment, the reduction oper-
ation is executed by the same process flow as the proc-
ess flow illustrated in FIG 13. However, in the second
embodiment, the controller 821 of the synchronization
unit 82 omits determination about a value of a type reg-
ister of the control register 822 in S21. In the second
embodiment, in step S22, a reduction operation start sig-
nal includes information of an arithmetic operation type.
Furthermore, in the second embodiment, in S24, the con-
troller 821 adds information which designates a arithme-
tic operation type to a packet transmission designation,
and the transmitting device 83 generates a packet having
the information of the arithmetic operation type. In the
second embodiment, in S29, the arithmetic operation
type is designated based on a signal of an arithmetic
operation type from the receiving device 81. In the second
embodiment, in S27, the arithmetic operation type is add-
ed to a signal transmitted from the receiving device 81
to the synchronization device.
[0155] The controller 821 omits determination about a
read value of a destination register of the corresponding
control register 822 in S24.
[0156] In this manner, as in FIG. 17, a flow of a syn-
chronization signal between stages in a reduction oper-
ation process by dissemination is realized.
[0157] A third illustrative example, which is not specif-
ically claimed, relates to a barrier synchronization appa-
ratus which performs barrier synchronization by pairwise
exchange with recursive doubling. More specifically, in
this example, an algorithm of barrier synchronization is
pairwise exchange with recursive doubling.

[0158] As described above, the drawback of barrier
synchronization realized by a butterfly is that the barrier
synchronization cannot cope with processes the number
of which is not a power of 2. As an algorithm of barrier
synchronization, in place of a butterfly, in addition to the
dissemination explained in the second illustrative exam-
ple, the pairwise exchange with recursive doubling is pro-
posed.
[0159] FIG. 19 illustrates an example in which barrier
synchronization realized by pairwise exchange with re-
cursive doubling is performed by six processes. The pair-
wise exchange with recursive doubling classifies proc-
esses into a group of a power of 2 and a remaining group.
In FIG. 19, group a indicates the group of a power of 2,
and group b indicates the remaining group. In the exam-
ple in FIG. 19, the group a includes four processes #0 to
#3, and the group b includes processes #4 and #5.
[0160] On the first stage, communication from the re-
maining group b to the group a of a power of 2 is per-
formed (step 1). For example, synchronization signals
are transmitted from the processes #4 and #5 of the group
b to the processes #0 and #1 of the group a, respectively.
The processes #0 and #1 of the group a store the received
synchronization signals in signal registers. In FIG 19, the
signal register included in each process is expressed by
a square corresponding to each process expressed by
a circle. For example, the process #0 of the group a stores
"1" in a fifth bit serving as a bit corresponding to the proc-
ess #4 in the signal register. The same operation is per-
formed to the process #1.
[0161] Thereafter, communication is performed in the
group a of a power of 2 (step 2 to step 3). For example,
the processes #0 and #1 communicates with each other,
and the processes #2 and #3 communicate with each
other. Subsequently, the processes #0 and #2 commu-
nicate with each other, and the processes #1 and #3 com-
municate with each other. In this manner, synchroniza-
tion is established in the group a of a power of 2.
[0162] When synchronization can be established in the
group a of a power of 2, communication from the group
a of a power of 2 to the remaining group b is performed
(step 4). For example, a synchronization signal is trans-
mitted from the processes #0 and #1 of the group a to
the processes #4 and #5 of the group b. In this manner,
synchronization between the group a and the group b,
i.e., the process of the group a and the process of the
group b is established.
[0163] A computer network according to the third illus-
trative example includes the same configuration as that
in the first illustrative example. More specifically, in the
third illustrative example, the node 1 illustrated in FIG. 2
is arranged in the computer network illustrated in FIG. 1,
the barrier synchronization apparatus 6 illustrated in FIG
5 is arranged in the node 1, and the synchronization unit
62 illustrated in FIG. 6 is arranged in the barrier synchro-
nization apparatus 6.
[0164] In the third illustrative example, as a destination
register of the control register 622, the control register
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622 serving as a next stage in barrier synchronization
performed by pairwise exchange with recursive doubling
is set. In this manner, as in the first illustrative example,
barrier synchronization realized by dissemination can be
performed.
[0165] In the third illustrative example, the barrier syn-
chronization is executed by the same process flow as
the process flow illustrated in FIG. 7. However, in the
third illustrative example, as is apparent from FIG. 20,
the controller 621 of the synchronization unit 62 does not
set the same control register 622 on the first stage and
the final stage in S11 in FIG. 7.
[0166] For example, with respect to the node #1 of the
group a, on the first stage, in order to designate a desti-
nation on the next stage, a destination register is used.
On the other hand, also on the final stage, in order to
designate the node #5 of the group b as a destination, a
destination register is used. Therefore, on the first stage
and the final stage, the same register is used. For this
reason, on the first and final stages, the same control
register 622 is not designated. More specifically, in FIG.
20, on the first stage and the final stage, different control
register numbers #1 and #4 are designated. This is also
applied to the node #2 of the group a.
[0167] When the groups a and b are determined, nodes
which operate as the nodes #1 and #2 in FIG. 20 are not
fixed. Therefore, on the first stage and the final stage,
the same control register 622 is prevented from being set.
[0168] In S19, even on the final stage of barrier syn-
chronization, when a communication destination is des-
ignated in a destination register of the control register
622, the communication is performed. In the pairwise ex-
change with recursive doubling, a node in which barrier
synchronization is established on different stages is
present. For this reason, even after the barrier synchro-
nization is established, a node which communicates with
another node is present. Therefore, since a node in which
the same control register 622 cannot be set on the first
stage and the final stage is present, the same control
register 622 is not set on the first stage and the final stage.
[0169] FIG. 20 illustrates a flow of a synchronization
signal between stages in a barrier synchronization proc-
ess realized by the pairwise exchange with recursive
doubling.
[0170] In FIG. 20, with respect to the node #1 of the
group a, a synchronization signal flows as described be-
low. More specifically, a synchronization signal arrives
at the node #1, on the stage #1, the synchronization sig-
nal is transmitted to the node #1. The synchronization
signal on the stage #2 is outputted from the node #5 of
group b and arrives at the node #1. When the synchro-
nization signal arrives at the node #1, on the stage #2,
the synchronization signal is transmitted from the node
#1 to the node #1 and the node #2. The synchronization
signal on the stage #3 is outputted from the node #2 and
arrives at the node #1. When the synchronization signal
arrives at the node #1, on the stage #3, the synchroni-
zation signal is transmitted from the node #1 to the node

#1 and the node #4. The synchronization signal on the
stage #4 is outputted from the node #3 and arrives at the
node #1. When the synchronization signal arrives at the
node #1, on the stage #4, it is determined that synchro-
nization is established, a synchronization signal is out-
putted from the node #1, and the synchronization signal
is transmitted to the node #5 of the group b.
[0171] Also in the nodes #2 to #4, as illustrated in FIG.
20, by almost the same manner as described above, on
the stage #4, synchronization is established, and a syn-
chronization signal is output.
[0172] On the other hand, with respect to the node #5
of the group b, a synchronization signal flows as de-
scribed below. More specifically, on the stage #1, a syn-
chronization signal is transmitted from the node #5 to the
node #1. Thereafter, on the stages #2 to #4, since no
synchronization signal is inputted to the node #5, the
same operations as described above are performed. On
the stage #5, when a synchronization signal from the
node #1 is inputted to the node #5, it is determined that
synchronization is established, and the synchronization
signal is outputted from the node #5. Also in the node
#6, almost the same operation as in the node #5 is per-
formed. In this manner, barrier synchronization realized
by pairwise exchange with recursive doubling is execut-
ed.
[0173] A third embodiment relates to a reduction op-
eration device which performs a reduction operation
while performing barrier synchronization realized by pair-
wise exchange with recursive doubling.
[0174] The third embodiment includes the same con-
figuration as that of the first embodiment. More specifi-
cally, in the configuration of the third embodiment, the
node 1 illustrated in FIG. 2 is arranged in the computer
network illustrated in FIG. 1, the reduction operation de-
vice 8 illustrated in FIG. 9 is arranged in the node 1, and
a reduction operation device 8 illustrated in FIG. 10 is
used.
[0175] In the third embodiment, as a destination reg-
ister of the control register 822, the control register 822
serving as a next stage in a reduction operation per-
formed by barrier synchronization realized by pairwise
exchange with recursive doubling is set. In this manner,
as in the first embodiment, a reduction operation by bar-
rier synchronization realized by pairwise exchange with
recursive doubling can be performed.
[0176] In the third embodiment, a reduction operation
is executed by the same process flow as the process flow
illustrated in FIG. 13. However, also in the third embod-
iment, as in the third illustrative example, the same con-
trol register 822 is set on the first stage and the final stage
in S11. In S19, even on the final stage of the barrier syn-
chronization, when a communication destination is des-
ignated in a destination register of the control register
822, the communication is performed.
[0177] In the third embodiment, a flow of a synchroni-
zation signal between stages in a process of performing
a reduction operation while barrier synchronization by a
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barrier realized by pairwise exchange with recursive dou-
bling is the same as that in FIG 20. In this manner, the
reduction operation is executed while performing the bar-
rier synchronization by the pairwise exchange with re-
cursive doubling.
[0178] A fourth illustrative example, which is not spe-
cifically claimed, relates to a barrier synchronization ap-
paratus which performs barrier synchronization by a but-
terfly.
[0179] FIG 21 illustrates a configuration of a computer
system which includes a barrier synchronization appa-
ratus according to the fourth illustrative example and is
configured by a multiprocessor (multiprocessor core).
FIG. 22 illustrates a barrier synchronization apparatus in
the computer system in FIG 21.
[0180] In the fourth illustrative example, the barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6A is not arranged in each proc-
essor core 10 unlike in the first illustrative example, and
is arranged independently of the processor core. More
specifically, in the fourth illustrative example, the plurality
of processor cores 10 are connected to each other
through a bus 9, and the barrier synchronization appa-
ratus 6A is connected to the bus 9. In this manner, the
plurality of processor cores 10 are connected to the bar-
rier synchronization apparatus 6A through the bus 9. In
place of the bus 9, various networks may be used.
[0181] In the fourth illustrative example, the barrier syn-
chronization apparatuses 6A do not communicate with
each other. For this reason, the barrier synchronization
apparatus 6A does not include the receiving device 61
and the transmitting device 63 unlike in the first illustrative
example. More specifically, the barrier synchronization
apparatus 6A according to the fourth illustrative example
has a configuration obtained by omitting the receiving
device 61 and the transmitting device 63 in the barrier
synchronization apparatus 6 according to the first illus-
trative example illustrated in FIG. 6. In place of this, each
of the plurality of processor cores 10 and the barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6A includes a bus interface. All
inputted signals and all outputted signals are inputted or
outputted through the bus interfaces.
[0182] In the fourth illustrative example, for each of the
processor cores 10 connected to the barrier synchroni-
zation apparatus 6A, the corresponding control register
622 is predetermined in the barrier synchronization ap-
paratus 6A. In this manner, for example, when barrier
synchronization is executed by the four processor cores
10, barrier synchronization can be performed by the
same manner as in FIG. 4 in the first illustrative example.
As a result, as in the case in which the barrier synchro-
nization apparatus 6A is arranged in the processor core
10, barrier synchronization can be performed.
[0183] In the fourth illustrative example, the plurality of
control registers 622 corresponding to the plurality of
processor cores 10 are present in the same barrier syn-
chronization apparatus 6A. Therefore, broadcasting be-
tween the plurality of barrier synchronization apparatus-
es 6 is not necessary. In place of this, the controller 621

refers to the plurality of control registers 622.
[0184] An fourth embodiment relates to a reduction op-
eration device which performs barrier synchronization by
a butterfly.
[0185] In the fourth embodiment, in place of the barrier
synchronization apparatus 6A in the fourth illustrative ex-
ample, a reduction operation device 8B is arranged.
[0186] FIG. 23 illustrates a reduction operation device
according to the fourth embodiment in the computer sys-
tem in FIG. 21.
[0187] In the fourth embodiment, the reduction opera-
tion device 8B is arranged independently of each of the
processor cores 10. The reduction operation device 8B
does not include the receiving device 81 and the trans-
mitting device 83 as described in the first illustrative ex-
ample. More specifically, the reduction operation device
8B according to the fourth embodiment has a configura-
tion obtained by omitting the receiving device 81 and the
transmitting device 83 in the reduction operation device
8 according to the first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10.
In addition, since the reduction operation device 8B ac-
cording to the fourth embodiment performs the same
arithmetic operation in a certain reduction operation, the
reduction operation device 8B has a configuration ob-
tained by omitting the demultiplexer 846 in the reduction
operation device 8 illustrated in FIG. 10. On the other
hand, the computer 845 of the reduction operation device
8B according to the fourth embodiment has the same
configuration as that of the computer 845 of the reduction
operation device 8 in FIG. 10.
[0188] In the fourth embodiment, for each of the proc-
essor cores 10, the control register 822 used by the proc-
essor core 10 is predetermined. In this manner, when a
reduction operation realized by barrier synchronization
is executed by the four processor cores 10, a reduction
operation realized by barrier synchronization can be per-
formed by the same manner as that in FIG. 12 in the first
embodiment. As a result, as in a configuration in which
the reduction operation device 8B is arranged in the proc-
essor core 10, a reduction operation realized by barrier
synchronization can be performed.
[0189] In the fourth embodiment, broadcasting be-
tween the plurality of reduction operation devices 8B is
not necessary. According to embodiments of the present
invention, in a barrier synchronization apparatus and a
data processing apparatus and method which performs
barrier synchronization, since a second synchronization
signal is transmitted after synchronization is made with
reference to a first synchronization signal, barrier syn-
chronization can be performed.
[0190] Depending on the setting conditions, in the bar-
rier synchronization apparatus, destinations of signals
representing that processes arrives at a barrier point eve-
ry stage can be changed. In this manner, the use of soft-
ware to execute a destination changing operation can be
eliminated. Therefore, the use of a CPU and a memory
to execute the changing operation can be eliminated, and
data transfer on every stage can be eliminated.
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[0191] Since designations of signals representing
processes arrive at a barrier point on every stage are set
in the barrier synchronization apparatus, the necessity
of changing the destinations by, for example, a switch
can be eliminated. As a result, for example, even though
each nodes including the barrier synchronization appa-
ratus are connected to each other by a network, a network
configuration between nodes can be avoided from being
limited to a multilevel connection network.
[0192] Since the barrier synchronization apparatus
can synchronize n first synchronization signals, a plurality
of barrier synchronization operations for different nodes
can be simultaneously performed.
[0193] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, in a reduction operation device, a data processing
apparatus and method which performs a reduction op-
eration to perform barrier synchronization, the same ef-
fect as that of the above barrier synchronization appara-
tus can be obtained. In this manner, the reduction oper-
ation can be performed while making barrier synchroni-
zation.
[0194] Although a few preferred embodiments of the
present invention have been shown and described, it
would be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
changes may be made in these embodiments without
departing from the principles of the invention, the scope
of which is defined in the claims.
[0195] The invention also provides a computer pro-
gram or a computer program product for carrying out any
of the methods described herein, and a computer read-
able medium having stored thereon a program for carry-
ing out any of the methods described herein. A computer
program embodying the invention may be stored on a
computer-readable medium, or it could, for example, be
in the form of a signal such as a downloadable data signal
provided from an Internet website, or it could be in any
other form.
[0196] In any of the above aspects, the various fea-
tures may be implemented in hardware, or as software
modules running on one or more processors. Features
of one aspect may be applied to any of the other aspects.

Claims

1. A barrier synchronization process system compris-
ing:

an input device (7) configured to input setting
conditions;
a plurality of barrier synchronization apparatus-
es (6) configured to perform barrier synchroni-
zation, each barrier synchronization apparatus
(6) being located in a node, wherein the nodes
are coupled to each other; and
a setting processor (3) configured to set a trans-
mission destination of a plurality of first synchro-
nization signals and a transmission destination

of a plurality of second synchronization signals
in the barrier synchronization system according
to the setting conditions inputted from the input
device (7), wherein
each barrier synchronization apparatus (6) fur-
ther includes:

a receiving device (61) configured to re-
ceive the plurality of first synchronization
signals;
a synchronization unit (62) comprising a
plurality of control registers (622), wherein
each of the plurality of first synchronization
signals includes control register information
which specifies a control register (622) de-
termined according to an algorithm of a bar-
rier synchronization, and wherein the syn-
chronization unit (62) is configured to output
a designation signal when each one of one
or more control registers (622) among the
plurality of control registers (622) receives
all of the plurality of first synchronization sig-
nals, the one or more control registers (622)
being specified based on the control regis-
ter information included in each of the plu-
rality of first synchronization signals; and
a transmitting device (63) configured to re-
ceive the designation signal from the syn-
chronization unit (62) and to transmit a plu-
rality of second synchronization signals to
one or more destination nodes according to
one or more pieces of destination node in-
formation, each of the one or more pieces
of destination node information specifying
a destination node and being stored in one
of the one or more control registers (622),

wherein the barrier synchronization apparatus
(6) is configured to perform a reduction opera-
tion while making barrier synchronization be-
tween processes,
the synchronization unit (62) of the barrier syn-
chronization apparatus (6) is configured to des-
ignate a predetermined reduction operation to
be performed after synchronization of the plu-
rality of first synchronization signals is estab-
lished, the reduction operation being an arith-
metic operation for data held by a plurality of
processes,
wherein the barrier synchronization apparatus
(6) further includes a storage device configured
to store input data, and
a computing unit configured to perform the re-
duction operation set in advance by using the
data stored in the storage device when a desig-
nation of the predetermined reduction operation
is received from the synchronization unit (62)
and synchronization of the plurality of first syn-
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chronization signals is established.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein
the algorithm of the barrier synchronization is a but-
terfly algorithm.

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein
the algorithm of the barrier synchronization is a dis-
semination algorithm.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein
the algorithm of the barrier synchronization is a pair-
wise exchange with recursive doubling algorithm.

5. A method of barrier synchronization executed by a
plurality of barrier synchronization apparatuses (6)
included in each of a plurality of nodes which are
coupled to each other, the barrier synchronization
apparatus each having a synchronization unit (62)
which includes a plurality of control registers (622),
the method comprising:

receiving a plurality of first synchronization sig-
nals, each of the plurality of first synchronization
signals including control register information
which specifies a control register (622) deter-
mined according to an algorithm of a barrier syn-
chronization;
outputting, from the synchronization unit (62), a
designation signal when each of one or more
control registers (622) among the plurality of
control registers (622) receives all of the plurality
of first synchronization signals, the one or more
control registers (622) being specified based on
the control register information included in each
of the plurality of first synchronization signals;
and
receiving, by a transmitting device (63), the des-
ignation signal from the synchronization unit (6);
and
transmitting a plurality of second synchroniza-
tion signals to one or more destination nodes
according to one or more pieces of destination
node information, each of the one or more piec-
es of destination node information specifying a
destination node and being stored in one of the
one or more control registers (622),
wherein the method further comprises designat-
ing a predetermined reduction operation to be
performed after synchronization between the
plurality of first synchronization signals is estab-
lished, the reduction operation being an arith-
metic operation for data held by a plurality of
processes; and
performing the reduction operation, set in ad-
vance, when a designation of the reduction op-
eration is received and synchronization of the
plurality of first synchronization signals is estab-

lished.

Patentansprüche

1. System für einen Barrier-Synchronisationsprozess,
Folgendes umfassend:

ein Eingabegerät (7), das dafür konfiguriert ist,
Einstellungsbedingungen einzugeben,
mehrere Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtun-
gen (6), die dafür konfiguriert sind, eine Barrier-
Synchronisation auszuführen, wobei sich jede
Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtung (6) in ei-
nem Knoten befindet, wobei die Knoten mitein-
ander verbunden sind, und
einen Einstellungsprozessor (3), der dafür kon-
figuriert ist, gemäß den Einstellungsbedingun-
gen,
die vom Eingabegerät (7) eingegeben werden,
ein Übertragungsziel für mehrere erste Syn-
chronisationssignale und ein Übertragungsziel
für mehrere zweite Synchronisationssignale in
dem Barrier-Synchronisationssystem einzustel-
len, wobei
jede Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtung (6)
ferner Folgendes beinhaltet:

ein Empfangsgerät (61), das dafür konfigu-
riert ist, die mehreren ersten Synchronisa-
tionssignale zu empfangen,
eine Synchronisationseinheit (62), die meh-
rere Steuerregister (622) umfasst, wobei je-
des der mehreren ersten Synchronisations-
signale Steuerregisterinformationen bein-
haltet, die ein Steuerregister (622) spezifi-
zieren, das gemäß einem Algorithmus einer
Barrier-Synchronisation bestimmt wurde,
und wobei die Synchronisationseinheit (62)
dafür konfiguriert ist, ein Zielsignal auszu-
geben, wenn jedes einzelne von einem oder
mehreren Steuerregistern (622) unter den
mehreren Steuerregistern (622) alle der
mehreren ersten Synchronisationssignale
empfängt,
wobei das eine oder die mehreren Steuer-
register (622) basierend auf den Steuerre-
gisterinformationen spezifiziert sind, die in
jedem der mehreren ersten Synchronisati-
onssignale enthalten sind, und
ein Übertragungsgerät (63), das dafür kon-
figuriert ist, das Zielsignal von der Synchro-
nisationseinheit (62) zu empfangen und ge-
mäß einer oder mehrerer einzelner Zielkno-
teninformationen mehrere zweite Synchro-
nisationssignale an einen oder mehrere
Zielknoten zu übertragen, wobei jede der
einen oder der mehreren einzelnen Zielkno-
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teninformationen einen Zielknoten spezifi-
ziert und in einem des einen oder der meh-
reren Steuerregister (622) gespeichert ist,

wobei die Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtung
(6) dafür konfiguriert ist, während der Barrier-
Synchronisation zwischen Prozessen eine Re-
duktionsoperation auszuführen,
die Synchronisationseinheit (62) der Barrier-
Synchronisationsvorrichtung (6) dafür konfigu-
riert ist, eine festgelegte Reduktionsoperation
zu benennen, die nach dem Einrichten der Syn-
chronisation der mehreren ersten Synchronisa-
tionssignale auszuführen ist, wobei die Reduk-
tionsoperation eine arithmetische Operation für
Daten ist, die durch mehrere Prozesse gehalten
werden,
wobei die Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtung
(6) ferner Folgendes beinhaltet:

ein Speichergerät, das dafür konfiguriert ist,
eingegebenen Daten zu speichern, und
eine Rechnereinheit, das dafür konfiguriert
ist, die Reduktionsoperation auszuführen,
die im Vorhinein unter Verwendung der im
Speichergerät gespeicherten Daten einge-
stellt worden ist, wenn eine Benennung der
festgelegten Reduktionsoperation von der
Synchronisationseinheit (62) empfangen
wird und die Synchronisation der mehreren
ersten Synchronisationssignale eingerich-
tet ist.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Algorithmus der Barrier-Synchronisation ein
Schmetterlingsalgorithmus ist.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Algorithmus der Barrier-Synchronisation ein
Weitergabealgorithmus ist.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Algorithmus der Barrier-Synchronisation ein
paarweiser Austausch mit einem rekursiven Ver-
dopplungsalgorithmus ist.

5. Verfahren zur Barrier-Synchronisation, durchgeführt
von mehreren Barrier-Synchronisationsvorrichtun-
gen (6), die in jedem von mehreren Knoten enthalten
sind, die miteinander verbunden sind, wobei die Bar-
rier-Synchronisationsvorrichtungen jeweils eine
Synchronisationseinheit (62) aufweisen, die mehre-
re Steuerregister (622) beinhalten, wobei das Ver-
fahren Folgendes umfasst:

Empfangen mehrerer erster Synchronisations-
signale, wobei jedes der mehreren ersten Syn-
chronisationssignale Steuerregisterinformatio-

nen beinhaltet, die ein Steuerregister (622) spe-
zifizieren, das gemäß einem Algorithmus der
Barrier-Synchronisation bestimmt wurde, Aus-
geben eines Zielsignals aus der Synchronisati-
onseinheit (62), wenn jedes des einen oder der
mehreren Steuerregister (622) unter den meh-
reren Steuerregistern (622) alle der mehreren
ersten Synchronisationssignale empfängt, wo-
bei das eine oder die mehreren Steuerregister
(622) basierend auf den Steuerregisterinforma-
tionen spezifiziert werden, die in jedem der meh-
reren ersten Synchronisationssignale enthalten
sind, und
Empfangen des Zielsignals von der Synchroni-
sationseinheit (6) durch ein Übertragungsgerät
(63) und
Übertragen mehrerer zweiter Synchronisations-
signale an einen oder mehrere Zielknoten ge-
mäß einer oder mehrerer einzelner Zielknoten-
informationen, wobei jede der einen oder der
mehreren einzelnen Zielknoteninformationen
einen Zielknoten spezifizieren und in einem des
einen oder der mehreren Steuerregister (622)
gespeichert sind,
wobei das Verfahren ferner das Benennen einer
festgelegten Reduktionsoperation, die nach
dem Einrichten der Synchronisation der mehre-
ren ersten Synchronisationssignale auszufüh-
ren ist, umfasst, wobei die Reduktionsoperation
eine arithmetische Operation für Daten ist, die
durch mehrere Prozesse gehalten werden,
Ausführen der Reduktionsoperation, die im Vor-
hinein eingestellt wird, wenn eine Benennung
der Reduktionsoperation empfangen wird und
die Synchronisation der mehreren ersten Syn-
chronisationssignale eingerichtet wird.

Revendications

1. Système de processus de synchronisation à barrière
comprenant :

un dispositif d’entrée (7) configuré pour entrer
des conditions de paramétrage ;
une pluralité d’appareils de synchronisation à
barrière (6) configurés pour effectuer une syn-
chronisation à barrière, chaque appareil de syn-
chronisation à barrière (6) étant situé dans un
noeud, dans lequel les noeuds sont couplés les
uns aux autres ; et
un processeur de paramétrage (3) configuré
pour paramétrer une destination de transmis-
sion d’une pluralité de premiers signaux de syn-
chronisation et une destination de transmission
d’une pluralité de seconds signaux de synchro-
nisation dans le système de synchronisation à
barrière conformément aux conditions de para-
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métrage entrées par le dispositif d’entrée (7),
dans lequel
chaque appareil de synchronisation à barrière
(6) comprend en outre :

un dispositif de réception (61) configuré
pour recevoir la pluralité de premiers si-
gnaux de synchronisation ;
une unité de synchronisation (62) compre-
nant une pluralité de registres de comman-
de (622), dans lequel chacun de la pluralité
de premiers signaux de synchronisation
comprend des informations de registre de
commande qui spécifient un registre de
commande (622) déterminé conformément
à un algorithme d’une synchronisation à
barrière, et dans lequel l’unité de synchro-
nisation (62) est configurée pour délivrer en
sortie un signal de désignation lorsque cha-
cun des un ou plusieurs registres de com-
mande (622) parmi la pluralité de registres
de commande (622) reçoit la totalité de la
pluralité de premiers signaux synchronisa-
tion, les un ou plusieurs registres de com-
mande (622) étant spécifiés sur la base des
informations de registre de commande in-
cluses dans chacun de la pluralité de pre-
miers signaux de synchronisation ; et
un dispositif de transmission (63) configuré
pour recevoir le signal de désignation en
provenance de l’unité de synchronisation
(62) et transmettre une pluralité de seconds
signaux de synchronisation à un ou plu-
sieurs noeuds de destination conformé-
ment à une ou plusieurs parties d’informa-
tions de noeud de destination, chacune des
une ou plusieurs parties d’informations de
noeud de destination spécifiant un noeud
de destination et étant stockées dans l’un
des un ou plusieurs registres de commande
(622),

dans lequel l’appareil de synchronisation à bar-
rière (6) est configuré pour effectuer une opéra-
tion de réduction tout en effectuant une synchro-
nisation à barrière entre des processus,
l’unité de synchronisation (62) de l’appareil de
synchronisation à barrière (6) est configurée
pour désigner une opération de réduction pré-
déterminée à effectuer après avoir établi une
synchronisation de la pluralité de premiers si-
gnaux de synchronisation, l’opération de réduc-
tion étant une opération arithmétique pour des
données conservées par une pluralité de pro-
cessus,
dans lequel l’appareil de synchronisation à bar-
rière (6) comprend en outre
un dispositif de stockage configuré pour stocker

des données d’entrée, et
une unité de calcul configurée pour effectuer
l’opération de réduction paramétrée à l’avance
en utilisant les données stockées dans le dispo-
sitif de stockage lorsqu’une désignation de
l’opération de réduction prédéterminée est re-
çue depuis l’unité de synchronisation (62) et
lorsque la synchronisation de la pluralité de pre-
miers signaux de synchronisation est établie.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’algorithme de la synchronisation à barrière est un
algorithme butterfly.

3. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’algorithme de la synchronisation à barrière est un
algorithme de dissémination.

4. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’algorithme de la synchronisation à barrière est un
échange par paires avec algorithme de doublement
récurent.

5. Procédé de synchronisation à barrière exécutée par
une pluralité d’appareils de synchronisation à bar-
rière (6) inclus dans chacun d’une pluralité de
noeuds qui sont couplés les uns aux autres, les ap-
pareils de synchronisation à barrière ayant chacun
une unité de synchronisation (62) qui comprend une
pluralité de registres de commande (622), le procédé
comprenant les étapes consistant à :

recevoir une pluralité de premiers signaux de
synchronisation, chacun de la pluralité de pre-
miers signaux de synchronisation comprenant
des informations de registre de commande qui
spécifient un registre de commande (622) dé-
terminé conformément à un algorithme d’une
synchronisation à barrière ;
délivrer en sortie, à partir de l’unité de synchro-
nisation (62), un signal de désignation lorsque
chacun des un ou plusieurs registres de com-
mande (622) parmi la pluralité de registres de
commande (622) reçoit la totalité de la pluralité
de premiers signaux de synchronisation, les un
ou plusieurs registres de commande (622) étant
spécifiés sur la base des informations de regis-
tre de commande incluses dans chacun de la
pluralité de premiers signaux de
synchronisation ; et
recevoir, par un dispositif de transmission (63),
le signal de désignation depuis l’unité de syn-
chronisation (6) ; et
transmettre une pluralité de seconds signaux de
synchronisation à un ou plusieurs noeuds de
destination conformément à une ou plusieurs
parties d’informations de noeud de destination,
chacune des une ou plusieurs parties d’informa-
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tions de noeud de destination spécifiant un
noeud de destination et étant stockées dans l’un
des un ou plusieurs registres de commande
(622),
dans lequel le procédé comprend en outre de
désigner une opération de réduction prédéter-
minée à effectuer après avoir établi une syn-
chronisation entre la pluralité de premiers si-
gnaux de synchronisation, l’opération de réduc-
tion étant une opération arithmétique pour des
données conservées par une pluralité de
processus ; et
effectuer l’opération de réduction, paramétrée à
l’avance, lorsqu’une désignation de l’opération
de réduction est reçue et lorsqu’une synchroni-
sation de la pluralité des premiers signaux de
synchronisation est établie.
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