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(54) Method of reverse engineering

(57) An example method of reverse engineering
component modifications includes recording identifica-
tion information for components and distributing a portion

of the components for modification. The method receives
the components after modification and reviews the com-
ponents using the identification information.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] This invention relates generally to reverse en-
gineering component modifications, wherein identifica-
tion information for a component is recorded prior to mod-
ifying the component.
[0002] As known, reverse engineering a component
facilitates developing and refining other components.
Companies within some industries reverse engineer
competitor components to improve their own compo-
nents. In addition to the overall component design, re-
verse engineering often helps improve component man-
ufacturing systems and processes, for example. Al-
though many companies find reverse engineering ben-
eficial, reverse engineering can be expensive and time
consuming. Expending too many resources reverse en-
gineering may negate some of the benefits.
[0003] Companies within some industries, such as the
aerospace industry, manufacture components that re-
quire periodic service, repair, or both. Gas turbine en-
gines and other systems used within these industries of-
ten include many different components from many differ-
ent companies.
[0004] Initially developing and manufacturing the com-
ponents may result in particular knowledge that is useful
when servicing and repairing the components. Thus,
servicing and repairing systems typically involves distrib-
uting components within the system to the many different
companies for service and repair. The component devel-
oping and manufacturing company is often also the com-
ponent servicing and repairing company.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] An example method of reverse engineering
component modifications includes recording identifica-
tion information for components and distributing a portion
of the components for modification. The method receives
the components after modification and reviews the com-
ponents using the identification information.
[0006] The example method of reverse engineering a
component repair may include assuming control of a
component, recording identification information for the
component, and surrendering control of the component
for a repair. The method then reassumes control of the
component and evaluates the repair.
[0007] The example method of reverse engineering
competitor repairs may also include identifying at least
one potential repair on a part, recording information about
the potential repair, and relying on a competitor to repair
the potential repair. The method reviews the repaired part
using the information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The various features and advantages of this in-

vention will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description of an embodiment
of the invention. The drawings accompanying the de-
tailed description can be briefly described as follows:

Figure 1 shows a schematic sectional view of an ex-
ample gas turbine engine;
Figure 2 shows the flow of an example method for
reverse engineering components of the Figure 1 en-
gine;
Figure 3 shows an example database for identifying
components using the Figure 2 method; and
Figure 4 shows an example repair identified using
the Figure 2 method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EXAMPLE EMBOD-
IMENT

[0009] Figure 1 schematically illustrates an example
gas turbine engine 10 including (in serial flow communi-
cation) a fan section 14, a low pressure compressor 18,
a high pressure compressor 22, a combustor 26, a high
pressure turbine 30, and a low pressure turbine 34. The
gas turbine engine 10 is circumferentially disposed about
an engine centerline X.
[0010] During operation, the compressors 18, 22 pres-
surize air that the fan section 14 pulls into the gas turbine
engine 10. Pressurized air is then mixed with fuel and
burned in the combustor 26. Hot combustion gases gen-
erated within the combustor 26 flow through high and low
pressure turbines 30, 34, which extract energy from the
hot combustion gases. The turbines 30, 34 utilize the
extracted energy to power the high pressure compressor
22 and the low pressure compressor 18 through shafts
38,42.
[0011] Referring now to Figure 2 with continuing ref-
erence to Figure 1, the flow of an example reverse engi-
neering method 50 includes disassembling the gas tur-
bine engine 10 at a first repair center at 54 after the first
repair center assumes control of components within the
gas turbine engine 10. As known, repair centers often
coordinate modifications, service, and repair of various
types of gas turbine engines. Often, one or more manu-
facturers that produce engine 10 components also own
or manage the repair center.
[0012] In this example, the method is used to reverse
engineer components within the gas turbine engine 10.
However, those skilled in the art and having the benefit
of this description will understand that the method 50
would extend to other engines or assemblies for any ap-
plication.
[0013] Disassembly separates components of the gas
turbine engine 10 into a group of internally repairable
components at 58 and a group of externally repairable
components at 62. The internally repairable components
at 58 may be retained for modification. In another exam-
ple, the internally repairable components at 58 are dis-
tributed to a different company for modification. Disas-
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sembly often generates revenue for the repair center as
owners of the engine 10 compensate the repair center
for disassembling the engine 10.
[0014] Example criteria used when determining the in-
ternally repairable components at 58 includes determin-
ing whether a component can be modified, serviced, or
repaired at the first repair center, or estimating whether
the cost of modifying, servicing, or repairing a component
at the first engine center would exceed a threshold value.
[0015] In this example, the low pressure compressor
18 is an internally repairable component at 58. Accord-
ingly, modifications and repairs to the low pressure com-
pressor 18 are made at the first repair center at 66. Ex-
ample modifications and repairs include replacing worn
blade tips within the low pressure compressor 18.
[0016] Because repairing or otherwise modifying com-
ponents of the engine 10 generates revenue for the repair
center, many repair centers desire to repair as many com-
ponents as possible at the repair center.
[0017] In this example, the externally repairable com-
ponents include the high pressure turbine 30. The first
repair center may lack knowledge to profitably repair the
high pressure turbine 30 as a manufacturer of the high
pressure turbine 30 was not associated with the first re-
pair center, for example. Lacking such knowledge results
in lost revenue for the first repair center.
[0018] After determining the externally repairable com-
ponents at 62, the method 50 identifies those compo-
nents at 70. Figure 3 illustrates an example database
100 used for recording identification information for the
component and for compiling data to identify the exter-
nally repairable components. As shown, the example da-
tabase 100 includes a part number 104, a serial number
108, and a distress code 112, which corresponds to a
key detailing a needed repair. For example, if the data-
base 100 notes "3" as the distress code 112, the key
would indicate that the needed repair is an outwardly
bulging or inward collapsing airfoil. A user of the method
50 would know how to associate particular distress codes
112 with certain repairs. The convention for associating
the distress code 112 with the repair is developed by the
user in one example.
[0019] The database also links to a recorded photo-
graph 120 for identifying the externally repairable com-
ponents, as shown in Figure 4. The photographed com-
ponent corresponds to the appropriate part number 104
within database 100 in a known manner, such as by a
hyperlink connection for example. The photograph 120
provides visual detail relating to the area needing repair
124. Recording information about the at least one poten-
tial repair may utilize comparisons between the eventual
repaired component and the photograph 120.
[0020] Referring again to Figures 1 and 2, the exter-
nally repairable components move to a second repair
center at 74. Once repaired, the externally repairable
components return to the first repair center for evaluation
and review at 78. Accordingly, after assuming control of
the engine at 54, the first repair center surrenders control

of the externally repairable component to the second re-
pair center at 74. The first repair center then reassumes
control of the externally repairable components after re-
pair at the second repair center at 78. Evaluations of the
repairs may take place at the first repair center. The da-
tabase 100 (Figures 3 and 4) facilitates evaluating and
reviewing the newly repaired part because the informa-
tion in the database can be compared to the repaired
part, including the photographed part prior to repair. Eval-
uation and review at 78 may include noting repair tech-
niques utilized by the second repair center. Destructive
and nondestructive testing may help analyze such tech-
niques.
[0021] Evaluation and review of repairs at 78 may re-
sult in altered repair procedures by the manufacture as-
sociated with the first repair center, which potentially in-
creases the number of repairable components at 58 for
that manufacturer. As an example, altered repaired pro-
cedures may change the criteria used to determine the
internally repairable components at 58. Future repair pro-
cedures may involve retaining more internally repairable
components at 58 based upon reviewing the components
at 78 after modification. The identification information fa-
cilitates the review. More internally repairable compo-
nents at 58 increases revenue for the first repair center.
Future procedures, repairs or other modifications at 74
can be altered based upon reviewing the components at
78 after modification. In one example, based upon re-
viewing the components at 78, more components may
be retained by the first repair center in future methods.
In another example, repair or modification procedures
are altered at the first repair center based upon reviewing
the components at 78.
[0022] After review, both the internally repairable com-
ponents and the externally reparable components re-
viewed are reassembled within the within the engine at
82 at the first repair center.
[0023] Although a preferred embodiment of this inven-
tion has been disclosed, a worker of ordinary skill in this
art would recognize that certain modifications would
come within the scope of this invention. For that reason,
the following claims should be studied to determine the
true scope and content of this invention.

Claims

1. A method of reverse engineering component modi-
fications, comprising

(a) recording identification information for a plu-
rality of components;
(b) distributing a first portion of the plurality of
components for modification;
(c) receiving the first portion of the plurality of
components after modification; and
(d) reviewing the first portion of the plurality of
components after modification using the identi-
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fication information.

2. The method of claim 1, including the step of:

retaining a second portion of the plurality of com-
ponents for modification.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, including the step of:

repeating steps (a) through (c) and retaining
types of components that would previously have
been in the first portion in the second portion
based on a prior said step (d).

4. The method of claim 2 or 3, including the step of:

(f) altering modifications to the second portion
of the plurality of components based on said step
(d).

5. The method of any preceding claim, wherein said
step (b) includes distributing the first portion of the
plurality of components to a different company for
modification.

6. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
identification information includes at least one of a
photograph (120), a part number (104), and a serial
number (108).

7. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
modification of step (b) comprises a repair.

8. The method of any preceding claim, wherein said
step (d) includes at least one of destructive testing
and nondestructive testing.

9. A method of reverse engineering a component re-
pair, comprising

(a) assuming control of a component;
(b) recording identification information for the
component;
(c) surrendering control of the component for a
repair;
(d) reassuming control of component; and
(e) evaluating the repair.

10. The method of claim 9, including the step of:

retaining control of or altering a repair to another
component for repair based on said step (e).

11. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
component or components comprises a gas turbine
engine component or components.

12. A method of reverse engineering competitor repairs,

comprising:

(a) identifying at least one potential repair on at
least one part;
(b) recording information about the at least one
potential repair;
(c) relying on a another company to repair the
at least one potential repair; and
(d) reviewing the repair to the at least one part
using the information.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said step (b) in-
cludes recording a photograph (120) of the at least
one potential repair.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said step (b) in-
cludes comparing the repair to the photograph (120).

15. The method of claim 12, 13 or 14, wherein said step
(d) includes testing repairs to the component.
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