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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to apparatus and methods for measuring chromatic dispersion.

Description of the Background Arts

[0002] It is known that the chromatic dispersion of an optical component causes broadening of an incident signal light
pulse. Various methods have been examined for precisely measuring chromatic dispersions of optical components in
order to evaluate them. Examples of methods for measuring chromatic dispersions of optical components include a
time-of-flight method (L. G. Cohen and C. Lin: IEEE J. Quantum Electron. QE-14 (1978) No.11, p.855), a modulated
signal phase shift method (B. Costa, et al.: IEEE J. Quantum Electron. QE-18 (1982) No.10, p.1509), and an interference
method (Kazunori Naganuma: NTT R&D vol.42 (1993) p.1049). Moreover, a method of measuring the chromatic dis-
persion by means of four-wave mixing (FWM) is also studied (T. Hasegawa, et al.: OFC2006, paper OTuH5, 2006).
[0003] In recent years, much attention has been paid to researches on processing optical signals using FWM that
occurs in a highly nonlinear fiber, and various applications are proposed. The highly nonlinear fiber is a fiber in which
the efficiency of generating nonlinear phenomenon is enhanced, and in many cases, it is used as a device in which
FWM is applied in a length having tens of meters to hundreds of meters.
[0004] In such applications, not only the chromatic dispersion (second-order dispersion) but also the higher-order
dispersions including dispersion slope and the wavelength dependence of the dispersion slope are important parameters.
It is desired that these parameters be considered in the performance evaluation of the highly nonlinear fiber. However,
according to the above-mentioned methods of measuring the chromatic dispersion, it has been difficult to achieve a
highly precise measurement with respect to the chromatic dispersions of optical components having a length of tens of
meters to hundreds of meters. Further problem of such methods is that precisely measuring the chromatic dispersion
requires a high-precision phase modulator and a light source having an extremely high degree of wavelength accuracy,
for example, and hence a complicated structure. Patent document US-6,118,523 relates to a method of non-destructively
measuring the zero-dispersion wavelength along the length of a single-mode fiber. The FWM intensity of the fiber is
measured at a plurality of wavelengths and the measured FWM intensity at each of these wavelengths is plotted to
obtain a curve representative of the FWM intensity. A non-linear inversion is performed on the curve, to obtain the zero-
dispersion wavelength along the length of the fiber.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The object of the present invention is to provide apparatus having a simple measurement set-up, as well as
measuring methods, with which chromatic dispersion of a device under test that is an optical component can be measured
with high accuracy.
[0006] To achieve the object, a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus is provided in line with claim 1. The chromatic
dispersion measuring apparatus comprises: a pump light source for emitting pump light with a wavelength λpump; a probe
light source for emitting probe light with a wavelength λprobe; a spatial optical system configured to combine the pump
light and the probe light, so as to make the pump light and the probe light incident on a device under test; a measuring
means for measuring the power of idler light having a wavelength λidler that is output from a device under test according
to four-wave mixing generated by propagation of the pump light and the probe light through the device; and an analysis
tool for calculating the chromatic dispersion of the device by detecting a pump light wavelength with which the generation
efficiency of the idler light becomes a local extreme value in the relationship between the pump light wavelength and
the generation efficiency of the idler light when the pump light and the probe light are propagated under the condition
where the wavelength difference or the frequency difference between the pump light and the probe light is kept sub-
stantially constant, and then by calculating phase mismatch among such detected pump light wavelength, the corre-
sponding probe light wavelength, and the corresponding idler light wavelength.
[0007] As another embodiment of the invention, a chromatic dispersion measuring method for calculating the chromatic
dispersion of a device under test is provided in accordance with claim 3. The chromatic dispersion measuring method
comprises: combining pump light having a wavelength λpump and probe light having a wavelength λprobe with a spatial
optical system and making the pump light and probe light incident on a device under test, the wavelength λprobe being
apart from the wavelength λpump by a given wavelength or a given frequency; seeking the generation efficiency of the
idler light with respect to the wavelength λpump by measuring the power of idler light having a wavelength λidler that is
output from the device according to four-wave mixing generated in the device; seeking the pump light wavelength with
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which the generation efficiency of the idler light becomes a local extreme value in the relationship between the generation
efficiency and the wavelength λpump; and calculating the chromatic dispersion of the device from the result of calculation
of phase mismatch among the pump light wavelength having such wavelength, the corresponding probe light wavelength,
and the corresponding idler light wavelength.
[0008] According to the chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus of the present invention and the chromatic disper-
sion measuring method of the present invention, the chromatic dispersion of a device under test, that is an optical
component, can be measured with high precision, without performing a numerical simulation, using a simple measurement
set-up in which neither special equipment such as a streak camera or a modulator, nor mechanism for a delay-time
generation and reference light path is required.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

[0009]

Figure 1 is a conceptional schematic diagram of a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus relating to an embod-
iment of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a graph showing the dependence of FWM generation efficiency on the angular frequency of pump light.

Figure 3 is a graph plotting normalized conversion efficiencies of Optical fiber A with respect to pump light wave-
lengths.

Figure 4 is a graph showing the wavelength dependence of chromatic dispersion (Disp) of Optical fiber A as obtained
by fixing the wavelength difference between the pump light and the probe light at 25 nm.

Figure 5 is a graph in which the respective wavelength dependence of the chromatic dispersion (Disp) of Optical
fiber A is shown altogether as obtained by fixing the wavelength difference between the pump light and the probe
light at 20 nm, 25 nm, and 30 nm.

Figures 6A and 6B are graphs showing the wavelength dependence of the dispersion slope of Optical fiber A: Fig.
6A shows the whole, and Fig. 6B shows an enlarged part.

Figure 7 is a graph showing an angular frequency spectrum of β2 with respect to each of optical fibers A, B, and C.

Figure 8 is a conceptional schematic diagram of a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus relating to another
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 9 is a graph plotting the normalized conversion efficiencies of Optical fiber D and the differential values thereof
with respect to the pump light wavelengths.

Figure 10 is a graph showing the wavelength dependence of the chromatic dispersion (Disp) of Optical fiber D.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The above-mentioned features and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention will be
better understood through the following description, appended claims, and accompanying drawings. In the explanation
of the drawings, an identical mark is applied to identical elements and an overlapping explanation will be omitted.

Chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus

[0011] Figure 1 is a conceptional schematic diagram of a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 1 relating to an
embodiment of the present invention. The chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 1 comprises a pump light source
10, a probe light source 11, an optical coupler 12, a device under test (DUT) 13, a measuring instrument 14, an analyzer
unit 15, an optical amplifier 16, a bandpass filter 17, polarization controllers 18 and 19, and a polarization monitor 20.
[0012] The pump light source 10 is a light source for outputting pump light with a wavelength λpump: a wavelength
tunable light source capable of tunably outputting a single wavelength, or a wideband light source is suitably used
therefor. The wavelength λpump of the pump light that is incident on the DUT 13 is set to be different from the wavelength
λprobe of the below-mentioned probe light. Also, it is preferable that the intensity of the pump light incident on the DUT
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13 be sufficiently high to the extent that little nonlinear phenomenon other than FWM will occur, and the intensity will be
set in the range of 10 mW to several W, for example.
[0013] The probe light source 11 is a light source for outputting probe light with a wavelength λprobe, and a wideband
light source or a wavelength tunable light source capable of tunably outputting a single wavelength is suitably used
therefor. The wavelength of the probe light should be designed not to include the wavelength λpump of the pump light at
a time when the probe light is incident on the DUT 13. It is preferable that the intensity of the probe light incident on the
DUT 13 be sufficiently high to the extent that little nonlinear phenomenon other than FWM will occur; however, it may
be not so high as the intensity of the pump light. More specifically, the incident light intensity of the probe light is in the
range of about 0.1 mW to several W.
[0014] When the probe light is made incident on the DUT 13, one or both of the pump light and the probe light consist
of substantially a single wavelength. In such case, the probe light is preferably such that the ratio of the half width at half
maximum is 0.5 % or less relative to the central wavelength, for example, and the smaller this ratio, the better. The idler
light having a wavelength λidler is generated according to the four-wave mixing, i.e., a nonlinear optical phenomenon,
which occurs in the DUT 13 as a result of the propagation of the pump light and the probe light.
[0015] Each of the following means is provided on the optical path of the pump light and the probe light so that they
may be incident on the DUT 13. An amplifier 16 has a function to emit amplified light by amplifying the pump light that
has been input thereinto from the pump light source 10. For the purpose of the amplifier 16, a Raman amplifier, an optical
semiconductor amplifier (OSA), and a rare-earth ion doped optical amplifier (an erbium doped fiber amplifier (EDFA), a
thulium doped fiber amplifier (TDFA), etc.) are preferably used. Here, the amplifier 16 is unnecessary in the case where
the light intensity of the pump light output from the pump light source 10 is sufficiently high: more specifically, it will be
sufficient if there is an output of several W to tens of mW.
[0016] The bandpass filter 17 has a function of allowing only the light having a frequency of necessary range to pass
out of the pump light that has been output from the amplifier 16, and to attenuate the other light having a frequency of
unnecessary range. It is preferable to provide the bandpass filter 17 when the optical noise from amplifier 16 is so
significant as to make the detection of idler light difficult; however, it is not indispensable.
[0017] The polarization controllers 18 and 19 are provided for the purpose of arranging the status of polarization of
the pump light and the probe light so as to coincide with each other. More specifically, the polarization controller 18
outputs the pump light to the optical coupler 12 after adjusting the polarization state of incident pump light. Also, the
polarization controller 19 outputs the probe light to the optical coupler 12 after adjusting the polarization state of incident
probe light. The polarization controllers 18 and 19 are not indispensable; however, it is preferable to provide them
because the output power of the idler light becomes stronger when the states of polarization of the pump light and the
probe light are arranged to coincide with each other. It is unnecessary to provide the polarization controllers 18 and 19
in the case where either one or both of the states of polarization of the probe light and the pump light are scrambled to
make the states of polarization random.
[0018] The optical coupler 12 is provided to combine the pump light and the probe light so as to make them incident
on the DUT 13 at the same time. The pump light and the probe light may be made incident on the DUT 13 using a spatial
optical system such as lens or the like instead of using the optical coupler 12. If necessary, the polarization monitor 20
is provided downstream of the optical coupler 12 in an arm different from the DUT 13 so as to confirm whether the states
of polarization of the pump light and the probe light are coincident.
[0019] The measuring instrument 14 is a measuring means for measuring the output power of the idler light that is
output from the DUT 13 according to four-wave mixing generated by propagation of the pump light and the probe light
through the DUT 13. More specifically, the measuring instrument 14 is constituted by an optical spectrum analyzer
(OSA), or a combination of a monochromator for picking up only the idler light wavelength that is the measurement
target, and a photodetector such as an optical calorimeter. Also, the measuring instrument 14 may have a function of
calculating the incident light intensities of the pump light and the probe light that are incident on the DUT 13 by simul-
taneously monitoring the output light intensities of the pump light and the probe light that are output therefrom.
[0020] The analyzer unit 15 is an analysis tool for calculating the chromatic dispersion of the DUT 13 according to the
output intensities of idler light as measured by the measuring instrument 14. The manner of calculating the chromatic
dispersion by the analysis tool will be described later.
[0021] The method of measuring the chromatic dispersion
An n-th order derivative of the mode-propagation constant 6 in the DUT 13 is written as Equation (1): 

The second order dispersion (β2) is calculated by making "n=2" in Equation (1). Also, the chromatic dispersion (Disp),
dispersion slope (Slope), wavelength dependence (dS/dλ) of the dispersion slope, which are used in the optical com-
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munication, are calculated by Equations (2), (3), and (4), respectively: 

and 

In Equations (2), (3), and (4), λ is a wavelength, and has the relationship shown by Equation (5) with respect to angular
frequency ω: 

where C represents a speed of light in the vacuum.
[0022] Here, the frequency ωidler of the idler light that occurs according to degenerate four-wave mixing, which is a
kind of nonlinear optical phenomenon, satisfies the relation to the frequency ωpump of the pump light and the frequency
ωprobe of the probe light expressed by Equation (6): 

Also, the generation efficiency of the idler light, that is,  (wherein Pidler is a power of the idler light output

from the DUT 13, Pprobe is a power of the probe light incident to the DUT 13, and Ppump is a power of the pump light

incident to the DUT 13) can be written as Equation (7): 

wherein, γ is a nonlinear coefficient of the DUT 13, Leff is an effective length of the DUT 13, αlinear is a linear transmission
loss of the DUT 13, L is a length of the DUT 13, and η is a phase matching parameter.
[0023] Here, the nonlinear coefficient γ is calculated by the formula (8): 

where n2 represents a third order nonlinear refractive index, and Aeff represents an effective area. Also, the effective
length Leff is calculated by a formula (9): 
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The linear transmission loss αlinear satisfies the relationship αlinear = α/4.343 with respect to the transmission loss α as
indicated in terms of dB.
[0024] Assuming that there is no wavelength dependence of nonlinear coefficient γ and linear transmission loss αlinear,
the parameters γ, αlinear, Leff, L, and Ppump, which are included in Equation (7), are values determined by the charac-
teristics of the DUT 13 and the experiment conditions and can be treated as coefficients. On the other hand, the phase
matching parameter η can be written as Equation (10): 

wherein Δβ = 2 3 β(ωpump)-β(ωprobe)-β(ωidler), and β(ωpump), β(ωprobe), and β(ωidler) represent propagation constant β in
pump light frequency, probe light frequency, and idler light frequency respectively. Under the condition of phase matching
(Δβ=0), the phase matching parameter η has a peak value (maximum) η=1.
[0025] Here, if the DUT 13 is a silica-based optical fiber, for example, αlinear

2 can be ignored, since it is such a small
value as on the order of 10-4 /m. Thus, in this case, Equation (10) can be rewritten with Equation (11):

Therefore, the generation efficiency of the idler light shown by Equation (7) becomes an oscillating function having

maximal and minimal values according to  

[0026] If the Equation (11) is differentiated with respect to X, which is defined as shown by Equation (12): 

such differentiation results in Equation (13): 

When the relation shown in Equation (14): 

is satisfied, the phase matching parameter η has a minimal value (in the case of X≠0). When the relation shown in
Equation (15): 

is satisfied, η has a maximal value.
[0027] According to Equations (13) and (14), the conditions for having a minimal value are as shown in Equations (16): 
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Also, according to Equations (13) and (15), the condition for having a maximal value is as shown in Equation (17): 

The Δβ that makes η maximal, in the case of having a large value such as "ΔβL/2>10π" (N=hhh-7h-6h-
5h5h6h7hhh), can be approximated with Equation (18): 

[0028] Here, if a Taylor expansion is made in a neighborhood of the pump light frequency ωpunp and the relationship
of Equation (6) is used, the phase mismatch Δβ can be expanded with the following Equation (19): 

In Equation (19), βn_p represents βn at the pump light frequency. Equation (19) can make Equation (20), ignoring fourth-
order differential β4 and the following higher-order differentials, except for the local extreme value of the generation
efficiency of the idler light existing in the vicinity of phase matching where the second-order differential β2 is very small
and the pump light frequency is close to zero-dispersion frequency: 

[0029] Here, if β2_p is subjected to a Taylor expansion to the extent of sixth order in a neighborhood of the zero-
dispersion frequency ωz where "β2=0" holds, the β2_p is expressed by Equation (21): 

where βn_z is βn at the zero-dispersion frequency ωz. When β5 and β6 are sufficiently small, by substituting Equation
(21) in Equation (19), and using the relations of β4_phβ4_z, Equation (22) can be made:

Also, Equation (23) can be made by substituting Equation (21) in Equation (20): 

[0030] Here, X depends only on the pump light frequency in the case where the frequency of the pump light is changed
while maintaining the relation such that ωΔ=ωprobe-ωpump (or Δλ=λprobe-λpump) is constant. Therefore, the N value can
be determined if the pump light frequency ωpump where the FWM efficiency becomes a maximum ("Δβ=0") is included
in the range of the pump light frequency ωpump to be measured, or even if such is not the case, if it is possible to predict
the N value or the pump light frequency ωpump where "Δβ=0" holds.
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[0031] Figure 2 is a graph showing the dependence of FWM generation efficiency on the angular frequency of pump
light. If a graph is made by plotting the generation efficiency of idler light (Equation (7)) as ordinate while plotting the
angular frequency of pump light as abscissa, the value of ΔβL/2 at the pump light angular frequency where the FWM
generation efficiency becomes maximal or minimal can be determined from Equations (16) and (17). Moreover, it is
possible to calculate β3, β4 and zero-dispersion frequency ωZ from coefficients of a polynomial approximation of the
graph in which the abscissa represents pump light frequencies ωpump that make the maximum value and the minimal
value or either of them and the ordinate represents phase mismatches Δβ that are calculated with Equations (16) and (17).
[0032] Also, when the pump light frequency is not near the zero-dispersion frequency, the relation between the phase
mismatch Δβ and the pump light frequency ωpump makes "Δβ/Δω2=-β2_p" according to the relationship of Equation (20).
In other words, it becomes possible to calculate β2 at the ωpump. When the relation between β2 and ωpump is expressed
in a graph, the x-axis intercept is the zero-dispersion frequency ωz. Also, it is possible to calculate β2, β3,..., βn+1 from
the coefficients obtained by approximating the obtained plots with a polynomial function.
[0033] In the above explanation about the measurement of chromatic dispersion, the angular frequency ω is used.
However, even if wavelength λ is used, the N value can be determined if the relationship of "Δω=27πC3(λpump-
λprobe)/(λpump3λprobe)" is satisfied, and if "Δλ=(λpump-λprobe)" is substantively a constant value (the difference at the time
of measurement is equal to or less than 61 %). In such case, it is possible to calculate the phase mismatch Δβ from the
relationship of Equation (5), and also, by using the relations of Equations (1) to (4), it is possible to convert βn into the
chromatic dispersion parameter "dn-1β1/dλn-1 (where n≥2)" which is generally used in the fiber optics.

Example 1

[0034] The measurement of chromatic dispersion was done using a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 1. The
compositions of equipment included in the chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 1 are as described below.
[0035] A wavelength tunable LD light source was used as the pump light source 10. The half width at half maximum
of the pump light was 0.1 nm or less, and the wavelength λpump was tuned in the range of 1525 nm to 1585 nm. Also,
an EDFA was used as the amplifier 16, and the pump light was amplified to the range of +8 to +14 dBm. Here, an EDFA
for the C-band was used when the wavelength λpump of the pump light was in the range of 1525 to 1566 nm, and an
EDFA for the L-band was used when the wavelength λpump of the pump light was in the range of 1566 to 1585 nm.
[0036] As for the probe light source 11, a wavelength-tunable LD light source was used. The half width at half maximum
of the probe light was kept at 0.1 nm or less while the wavelength λprobe of the probe light was tuned so that its difference
from the wavelength λpump of the pump light was kept at a constant value.
[0037] The polarization controllers 18 and 19 were arranged on the optical paths of the pump light and the probe light,
respectively, and they adjusted so that the states of polarization of the pump light and the probe light which were incident
on the DUT 13 (an optical fiber) were coincident. A 3-dB optical coupler was used as the optical coupler 12.
[0038] As to the measuring instrument 14, an optical spectrum analyzer (OSA) was used for measuring the intensities
of the pump light, the probe light, and the idler light. The respective incident power of the pump light and the probe light
which were incident on the optical fiber were calculated using the results of such measurement, the transmission loss
of the optical fiber, and the optical coupling loss of the optical fiber and the OSA. The output power of the idler light was
calculated on the basis of the optical coupling loss of the optical fiber and the OSA. Efficiencies for generating idler light
were calculated with Equation (7), and the so-calculated efficiencies were changed into normalized values (normalized
conversion efficiencies) relative to the maximum value of the efficiency.
[0039] Figure 3 is a graph in which, the "3" mark plots the normalized conversion efficiencies in Optical fiber A (Table
I) that is used as an inspection fiber 13 with respect to the pump light wavelength in the case of the wavelength being
tuned while the wavelength difference between pump light and probe light is fixed at 25 nm.

(Note) The nonlinear coefficient is a value in a linear polarization state.

Table I

Optical fiber A B C D

Transmission loss @1.55 mm
(dB/km) 0.85 1.1 0.89 0.60
(1/km) 0.20 0.25 0.25 0.14

Aeff (mm2) 8.9 9.4 8.5 11
Polarization mode dispersion (ps/√km) 0.02 0.1 0.05 0.1

Cut-off wavelength (nm) 1440 1600 1490 1650
Length (m) 255 250 250 16

Nonlinear coefficient (1/w/km) 28 25 30 19
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[0040] Moreover, the second-order dispersions β2 were obtained from the pump light wavelengths which become a
maximal value or a minimal value in the relations shown in Fig. 3 and the relations shown in Equations (16), (17), and
(20), while the chromatic dispersions (Disp) were obtained from Equations (2) and (5). In such cases, maximal and
minimal values in the wavelength range of 155565 nm were not used since β2 was small and the relationship of Equation
(20) does not hold true at the vicinities of the peak value (1555 nm wavelength). Figure 4 is a graph showing the
wavelength dependence of the chromatic dispersion (Disp) of Optical fiber A that was obtained by fixing the wavelength
difference between the pump light and the probe light at 25 nm. In the graph, the o marks are points calculated from the
minimal values of Fig. 3, and the d marks are points calculated from the maximal values of Fig. 3. Furthermore, zero-
dispersion wavelength λ0, dispersion slope at the zero-dispersion wavelength, and wavelength differential value of the
dispersion slope were calculated by using the coefficients of the cubic function fitted for the plotted points of Fig. 4 with
the least squares method. The results are as shown in Table II.

[0041] The wavelength conversion efficiency was calculated on the basis of more accurate phase mismatch Δβ that
was obtained according to Equation (22) using the above-described results. The results are shown by a solid line in Fig.
3. The measured values and the solid line of such calculation results are highly coincident. Thus, it was confirmed that
the obtained chromatic dispersion characteristics were correct.
[0042] Furthermore, similar measurements were done with respect to Optical fiber A in the cases where the wavelength
difference Δλ between the pump light and the probe light was set to 20 nm and 30 nm. Figure 5 is a graph showing the
wavelength dependence of chromatic dispersions (Disp) of Optical fiber A for all the cases where the wavelength dif-
ference was fixed at 20 nm, 25 nm, and 30 nm. In addition, Fig. 5 shows, as a comparative example, the results of
measurement obtained with a known modulated signal phase-shift method using Type 86037C from Agilent Technologies.
In the chromatic dispersion measuring method relating to Example 1, the differences between the values obtained by
the measurement and the fitted cubic curve obtained by a least squares method were extremely small: the maximum
was 0.007ps/nm/km. This is because the chromatic dispersion value Disp (or second order dispersion β2) can be cal-
culated using Equation (20) according to a physical principle, and the errors for determining the pump light wavelengths
that make a maximal value and a minimal value were about 60.2 nm (errors of about 60.01 % with respect to the 1550
nm wavelength), allowing a very accurate measurement.
[0043] Figures 6A and 6B are graphs showing the wavelength dependence of the dispersion slope of Optical fiber A
in the cases where the wavelength difference was fixed at 20 nm, 25 nm, and 30 nm: Fig. 6A is a graph showing the
whole, and Fig. 6B is a close up graph showing a part. Figures 6A and 6B also show, as a comparative example, the
results of measurement by the modulated signal phase-shift method. It was confirmed that according to Example 1, the
measurement for dispersion slope that was more accurate by 2 digits (distribution: in the range of 0.02460.005 ps/nm2/km)
than the modulated phase method (distribution: - 0.55 to +0.55 ps/nm2/km) could be performed.
[0044] Furthermore, similar measurements like Optical fiber A were done with respect to Optical fiber B and Optical
fiber C. The results are shown in Table II, also.
[0045] Figure 7 is a graph showing an angular frequency spectrum of β2 with respect to each of Optical fibers A, B,
and C. With respect to all of Optical fibers A, B, and C, the errors from the fitted curve shown by the solid line approximated
by a third-order function were small, and it was confirmed that the accurate measurement can be implemented.

Example 2

[0046] Figure 8 is a conceptional schematic diagram of a chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 2 relating to
another embodiment of the present invention. In the chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus 2, the arrangement of
the amplifier 16 and the polarization controller 18 is reversed as compared with the chromatic dispersion measuring

Table II

Optical fiber A B C

Zero-dispersion wavelength λ0 (nm) 1555.1 1566.0 1556.9
Dispersion slope at λ0 (ps/nm2/km) 0.0222 0.0233 0.0188

dS/dλ , at λ0 (ps/nm3/km) -0.00011 -0.00097 -0.00010
d2(S)/dλ2 (ps/nm4/km) 1.4310-6 1.4310-6 8310-7

Zero-dispersion frequency ωz (1/ps) 1211.3 1211.3 1209.9
β3 at ωz (ps3/km) 0.0366 0.0396 0.0312

β4 at ωz (ps4/km) 5.2310-5 1.5310-5 6.5310-5

β5 (ps5/km) 3310-6 3310-6 9310-7
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apparatus 1. That is, the structure is such that the pump light emitted from the pump light source 10 is amplified by the
amplifier 16 after the states of polarization thereof are aligned with each other by the polarization controller 18.
[0047] A wavelength-tunable LD light source was used as the pump light source 10 and the probe light source 11. In
such case, the half width at half maximum was 0.1 nm or less. The wavelength λpump of the pump light was tuned in the
range of 1530 nm to 1600 nm in a state in which the difference between the wavelength λpump and the wavelength λprobe
of the probe light were kept 52 nm or 65 nm. The states of polarization of these pump light and probe light are aligned
with each other by the polarization controllers 18 and 19 so that the FWM generation efficiency would be maximum.
[0048] The pump light was amplified to the range of +12 to +16 dBm using an EDFA as the amplifier 16. In such case,
an EDFA for C-band was used when the wavelength λpump of the pump light was 1530 to 1566 nm, and an EDFA for
L- band was used when the wavelength λpump of the pump light was 1566 to 1600 nm. On the other hand, the probe
light was set to exhibit an intensity of -6 to 0 dBm at the input end of an optical fiber as the DUT 13. Also, a 3-dB optical
coupler was used as the optical coupler 12.
[0049] The intensities of the pump light, the probe light, and the idler light were measured using an optical spectrum
analyzer (OSA) as the measuring instrument 14. Also, using the results of these measurements, the transmission loss
of the optical fiber, and the optical coupling loss regarding the optical fiber and the OSA, the respective incident power
onto the optical fiber was calculated with respect to the pump light and the probe light. Also, the output power of the
idler light was calculated on the basis of the coupling loss regarding the optical fiber and the OSA. The efficiencies of
generating the idler light were obtained using Equation (7), and the so-obtained efficiencies were changed into a nor-
malized value (normalized conversion efficiencies) relative to the conversion efficiency which the efficiency of the idler
light generation becomes the maximum value.
[0050] Figure 9 is a graph plotting the normalized conversion efficiencies and the differential values thereof with respect
to the pump light wavelengths in the case where the wavelength was tuned while the wavelength difference between
the pump light and the probe light was fixed at 52 nm in Optical fiber D that is used as tested fiber 13. (The characteristics
of Optical fiber D are summarized in Table 1.) Since Optical fiber D has a shorter fiber length of 16 m and lower conversion
efficiency than Optical fiber A, it is difficult to identify a maximal value and a minimal value as compared with the results
(Fig. 3) shown in Example 1. Therefore, the maximal value and the minimal value were found from the differentiation of
the conversion efficiency with respect to wavelength (i.e., the differentiation was obtained such that the conversion
efficiency for a continuous 0.5 nm portion of measurement pump light wavelength was approximated using quadratic
function and the approximated value was differentiated with respect to wavelength).
[0051] Subsequently, β2 was calculated from the pump light wavelengths that make maximal values and minimal
values and the relations of Equations (16), (17), and (20), and moreover the chromatic dispersion (Disp) was obtained
from Equations (2) and (5). Figure 10 is a graph showing the wavelength dependence of the chromatic dispersion (Disp)
of Optical fiber D. In Fig. 10, the curve is a fitted curve obtained by approximation with a quadratic function using the
least squares method. The difference between the fitted curve and the calculation values was 0.031 ps/nm/km at max-
imum. The difference between the fitted curve and the dispersion values obtained for the entire length of the measurement
fiber was 0.0004 ps/nm at maximum, which was extremely small in view of the fiber length of Optical fiber D, i.e., 16 m.
[0052] As in the cases of Fibers A, B, and C, high-order dispersions were determined for Optical fiber D. The results
are shown in Table III.

[0053] According to the chromatic dispersion measuring method of the present invention, it is possible to measure the
chromatic dispersion of an optical fiber having the decreased fiber length of 1/2, because the same output power Pidler
of the idler light can be obtained by increasing the power of the pump light by two-fold (3dB). For example, if the pump
light intensity is increased, it is possible to measure the chromatic dispersion of an optical fiber having a fiber length of
10 m or less (e.g., several meters), and the chromatic dispersion of a dispersion shifted fiber having a length of several
meters to hundreds of meters can be measured with a extremely high precision.
[0054] While this invention has been described in connection with what is presently considered to be the most practical
and preferred embodiments, the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but on the contrary, is intended

Table III

Optical fiber D

Zero-dispersion wavelength λ0 (nm) 1547.3
Slope at λ0 (ps/nm2/km) 0.027

dS/dλ  at λ0 (ps/nm3/km) -0.000073
Zero-dispersion frequency ωz 1217.4/ps

β3 at ωz (ps3/km) 0.0044
β4 at ωz (ps4/km) 6.1310-5
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to cover various modifications and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the appended claims.
[0055] For example, a multi-wavelengths light sources such as a wideband light source may be used as the pump
light source 10 and the probe light source 11, instead of a wavelength tunable light source. In such case, a light source
having a substantially single wavelength (the half width at half maximum: about 0.2 nm or less) is preferable for either
one of the pump light source and the probe light source. The phase mismatch Δβ may be calculated relative to the
corresponding pump light wavelength by changing a light source having a narrow line width and choosing a frequency
of the idler light so that Δω (or Δλ) may become constant.
[0056] Here, in the case of a substantially single pump-light wavelength, for example, it is preferable to change the
pump light wavelength. In that case, it is unnecessary to change the probe light wavelength. Also, it is possible to measure
by changing the pump light wavelength in an optional range. In such case, it is possible to measure the chromatic
dispersion by measuring the output light intensity of the idler light and plotting the generation efficiency shown in Equation
(19) relative to the pump light. In this case, it is possible to reduce the time required for measurement because the
chromatic dispersion can be measured by making only the pump light source 10 a wavelength tunable light source. In
addition, it is possible to reduce the cost for making the chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus.
[0057] Also, when the probe light wavelength is substantively a single wavelength, it is possible to conduct measurement
by altering the probe light wavelength. In such case, it is only the probe light wavelength that must be tunable, and
preferably, the probe light wavelength is changed to the extent that it does not overlap with the pump light wavelength.
In that case, the chromatic dispersion can be measured by measuring the output light intensity of the idler light and
plotting the generation efficiency shown in Equation (19) relative to the probe light.
[0058] Also, the wavelength range of the pump light emitted from the pump light source 10 is not necessarily a 1.55
mm band and may be an arbitrary wavelength band. Particularly, it is preferable to change the wavelength λpump of the
pump light in the range including the zero-dispersion wavelength of the DUT 13. By so changing in the range including
the zero-dispersion wavelength, the chromatic dispersion can be measured in higher precision.
[0059] Even if the wavelength range of the pump light to be measured does not include the zero-dispersion wavelength
of the DUT 13, it is sufficient if the phase mismatch Δβ that is shown with Equations (16) and (17) at the maximal value
or the minimal value can be determined. In other words, if the zero-dispersion wavelength can be estimated and the N
value of Equations (16) and (18) can be determined, it is possible to calculate the chromatic dispersion by means of the
analysis shown in the present embodiment. Particularly, it is preferable to change the wavelength λpump of the pump
light in the range including the pump light wavelength with which the generation efficiency of the idler light becomes
minimal in the vicinity of the main peak. By doing so, the chromatic dispersion can be measured at higher precision.
[0060] Also, by designing the pump light and the probe light to be pulsed light in the above-described embodiment,
the dispersion value at a specific position of the optical fiber can be found. In this case, the position at which the pump
light and the probe light collide with each other is controlled by adjusting the difference in the timing for each of the pump
light and the probe light being incident on a different end face of the optical fiber so as to propagate. The analysis tool
can calculate the chromatic dispersion characteristics at the colliding position of the fiber by obtaining, in a similar manner
as described above, the pump light wavelength dependence of the idler light that is generated as a result of correlation
of the pump light and the probe light at the specific position of the optical fiber.
[0061] In the above-mentioned case, it is advantageous to narrow the pulse width of the pump light and the probe
light, for example, since it enables high positional resolution. On the other hand, since the conversion efficiency of the
idler light in Equation (7) becomes lower and the phase mismatch parameter Δβ in Equation (11) decreases, it is necessary
to increase the wavelength difference between the pump light and the probe light according to Equations (16) and
equation (17). On the other hand, if the pulse width of the pump light and the probe light is broadened, the correlation
distance of the pump light and the probe light becomes longer, resulting in higher conversion efficiency of the idler light,
and accordingly the wavelength difference between the pump light and the probe light may be smaller. However, the
positional resolution becomes lower. Therefore, it is preferable to choose the pulse width of the pump light and the probe
light appropriately depending on the measurement conditions.
[0062] For example, when the pulse width is 0.5 ns, the correlation distance of the pump light and the probe light is
about 0.1 m. Similarly, when the pulse width is 5 ns, the correlation distance is about 1 m. When the pulse width is 500
ns, the correlation distance is about 100 m, and when the pulse width is 1000 ns, the correlation distance is about 200
m. If the DUT 13 is an optical fiber, it is preferable to set the pulse width in the range of 0.5 to 1000 ns.
[0063] In the above-mentioned method for measuring chromatic dispersion, the zero-dispersion of the optical fiber
should be uniform. However, the length of the optical fiber for which high precision measurement of the zero-dispersion
wavelength or high-order dispersion is demanded is as short as 1 km or less, and therefore it is not very difficult to obtain
a uniform zero-dispersion wavelength (for example, distribution of 65 nm or less). That is, the method of measuring the
chromatic dispersion according to the above embodiment can be suitably used for an optical fiber having a length of
several meters to about 1 km.
[0064] The lower the polarization mode dispersion (PMD) of the DUT 13, the more desirable; however, when the DUT
13 is an optical fiber, it is possible to make the accurate measurement if PMD is 0.5 ps or less for the full length of the
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fiber. As for the cutoff wavelength, the conventional method has required single mode propagation in the measurement
wavelength; however, in the method of this embodiment, the higher mode in which the zero-dispersion wavelength is
not in the vicinity of the measurement range does not satisfy the relationship of Equation (19), and therefore it does not
become a noise factor. In fact, it was possible to measure the chromatic dispersion at the wavelength of about 1600 nm
or shorter with respect to Optical fiber B having a long cutoff wavelength of 1600 nm. Since the nonlinear phenomenon
is used, the higher the nonlinear coefficient of the fiber, the measurement is easier. However, even if the nonlinear
coefficient is low, the measurement can be accomplished by increasing the pump light intensity. For example, it is also
possible to measure the chromatic dispersion of a transmission dispersion-shifted fiber having a nonlinear coefficient γ
of 2/W/km.

Claims

1. A chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus (1) comprising:

a pump light source (10) configured to emit pump light with a wavelength λpump;
a probe light source (11) configured to emit probe light with a wavelength λprobe;
a spatial optical system (12) configured to combine the pump light and the probe light, so as to make the pump
light and the probe light incident on a device under test (13);
a measuring means (14) configured to measure the power of idler light having a wavelength λidler output from
the device under test (13) according to four-wave mixing generated by propagation of the pump light and the
probe light through the device; characterized by an analysis tool (15) configured to detect pump light wave-
lengths for making the generation efficiency of the idler light local extreme values in the relationship between
the pump light wavelength and the generation efficiency of the idler light, the pump light and the probe light
being propagated under the condition where the wavelength difference or the frequency difference between
the pump light and the probe light is kept substantially constant, and then to calculate the chromatic dispersion
of the device under test (13) at such detected pump light wavelengths based on phase mismatch among the
detected pump light wavelengths, the corresponding probe light wavelengths, and the corresponding idler light
wavelengths.

2. A chromatic dispersion measuring apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the device under test (13) is an optical fiber,
the pump light and the probe light are pulse light, and
the analysis tool (15) is configured to calculate the chromatic dispersion at a specific position of the optical fiber (13)
by measuring the power of the idler light, the idler light being generated as a result of correlation between the pump
light and the probe light, the correlation occurring at the specific position of the optical fiber when each of the pump
light and the probe light is input to a different end of the optical fiber.

3. A chromatic dispersion measuring method for calculating the chromatic dispersion of a device under test (13),
comprising:

combining pump light having a wavelength λpump and probe light having a wavelength λprobe with a spatial
optical system (12) and making the pump light and probe light incident on a device under test (13), the wavelength
λprobe being apart from the wavelength λpump by a given wavelength or a given frequency;
propagating the pump light and the probe light through the device under test (13);
seeking the generation efficiency of the idler light with respect to the wavelength λpump by measuring the power
of idler light having a wavelength λidler output from the device (13) according to four-wave mixing generated in
the device (13) characterized by the steps of;
identifying pump light wavelengths for making the generation efficiency of the idler light local extreme values
in the relationship between the generation efficiency and the wavelength λpump; and
calculating the chromatic dispersion of the device from the result of calculation of phase mismatch among the
identified pump light wavelengths, the corresponding probe light wavelengths, and the corresponding the idler
light wavelengths.

4. A chromatic dispersion measuring method according to claim 3, further comprising sweeping the wavelength λpump
of the pump light in the range including the zero-dispersion wavelength of the device.

5. A chromatic dispersion measuring method according to claim 3, further comprising sweeping the wavelength λpump
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of the pump light in the range including the pump light wavelength for making the generation efficiency of the idler
light minimal in the vicinity of the main peak.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (1) zur Messung von chromatischer Dispersion, mit:

einer Pump-Lichtquelle (10), die ausgebildet ist, Pump-Licht mit einer Wellenlänge λPump auszusenden;
einer Sondierungslichtquelle (11), die ausgebildet ist, Sondierungslicht mit einer Wellenlänge λSondierung aus-
zusenden;
einem räumlichen optischen System (12), das ausgebildet ist, das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht so zu
kombinieren, dass das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht auf ein zu testendes Objekt (13) fallen;
einer Messeinrichtung (14), die ausgebildet ist, die Leistung von Zusatzlicht mit einer Wellenlänge λZusatz zu
messen, das von dem zu testenden Objekt (13) gemäß einer Vier-Wellen-Mischung ausgegeben wird, die durch
Ausbreitung des Pump-Lichts und des Sondierungslichts durch das Objekt erzeugt wird;
gekennzeichnet durch
eine Auswerteeinrichtung (15), die ausgebildet ist, Pump-Lichtwellenlängen zu ermitteln, die in der Beziehung
zwischen der Pump-Lichtwellenlänge und der Erzeugungseffizienz des Zusatzlichts die Erzeugungseffizienz
des Zusatzlichtes zu lokalen Extremwerten machen, wobei das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht sich unter
der Bedingung ausbreiten, dass die Wellenlängendifferenz oder die Frequenzdifferenz zwischen dem Pump-
Licht und dem Sondierungslicht im Wesentlichen konstant gehalten wird, und ferner ausgebildet ist, dann die
chromatische Dispersion des zu testenden Objekts (13) an derartigen ermittelten Pump-Lichtwellenlängen auf
der Grundlage einer Phasenfehlanpassung zwischen den ermittelten Pump-Lichtwellenlängen, den entspre-
chenden Sondierungslichtwellenlängen und den entsprechenden Zusatzlichtwellenlänge zu berechnen.

2. Vorrichtung zur Messung von chromatischer Dispersion nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das zu testende Objekt (13) eine optische Faser ist,
das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht Pulslicht sind, und
die Auswerteeinrichtung (15) ausgebildet ist, die chromatische Dispersion an einer speziellen Stelle der optischen
Faser (13) zu berechnen, indem die Leistung des Zusatzlichtes gemessen wird, wobei das Zusatzlicht als Folge
einer Korrelation zwischen dem Pump-Licht und dem Sondierungslicht erzeugt wird, und wobei die Korrelation an
der speziellen Stelle der optischen Faser auftritt, wenn das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht jeweils an einem
anderen Ende der optischen Faser eingespeist werden.

3. Messverfahren für chromatische Dispersion zur Berechnung der chromatische Dispersion eines zu testenden Objekt
(13), mit:

Kombinieren von Pump-Licht mit einer Wellenlänge λPump und von Sondierungslicht mit einer Wellenlänge
λSondierung mit einem räumlichen optischen System (12) und Veranlassen, dass das Pump-Licht und das Son-
dierungslicht auf ein zu testende Objekt (13) fallen, wobei die Wellenlänge λSondierung um eine gegebene Wel-
lenlänge oder gegebene Frequenz von der Wellenlänge λPump getrennt ist;
Veranlassen, dass das Pump-Licht und das Sondierungslicht sich durch das zu testende Objekt (13) ausbreiten;
Ermitteln der Erzeugungseffizienz von Zusatzlicht in Bezug auf die Wellenlänge λPump durch Messung der
Leistung des Zusatzlichtes mit einer Wellenlänge λZusatz, das von dem Objekt (13) entsprechend einer Vier-
Wellen-Mischung ausgegeben wird, die in dem Objekt (13) erzeugt wird,
gekennzeichnet durch die Schritte:

Ermitteln von Pump-Lichtwellenlängen, die die Erzeugungseffizienz des Zusatzlichtes in der Beziehung
zwischen der Erzeugungseffizienz und der Wellenlänge λPump zu lokalen Extremwerten machen; und
Berechnen der chromatischen Dispersion des Objekts aus dem Ergebnis der Berechnung einer Phasen-
fehlanpassung zwischen den ermittelten Pump-Lichtwellenlängen, den entsprechenden Sondierungslicht-
wellenlängen und den entsprechenden Zusatzlichtwellenlängen.

4. Messverfahren für chromatische Dispersion nach Anspruch 3, ferner mit Durchlaufen der Wellenlänge λPump des
Pump-Lichts in dem Bereich, der die Wellenlänge mit Null-Dispersion des Objekts enthält.

5. Messverfahren für chromatische Dispersion nach Anspruch 3, ferner mit Durchlaufen der Wellenlänge λPump des
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Pump-Lichts in dem Bereich, der die Pump-Lichtwellenlänge enthält, die die Erzeugungseffizienz des Zusatzlichtes
in der Nähe des Hauptpeaks minimal macht.

Revendications

1. Appareil de mesure de dispersion chromatique (1) comprenant :

une source de lumière de pompage (10) configurée pour émettre une lumière de pompage avec une longueur
d’onde λpump ;
une source de lumière de sondage (11) configurée pour émettre une lumière de sondage avec une longueur
d’onde λprobe ;
un système optique spatial (12) configuré pour combiner la lumière de pompage et la lumière de sondage, de
façon à ce que la lumière de pompage et la lumière de sondage soient dirigées sur un dispositif testé (13) ;
un moyen de mesure (14) configuré pour mesurer la puissance d’une lumière à vide ayant une longueur d’onde
λidler délivrée par le dispositif testé (13) selon un mélange à quatre ondes généré par la propagation de la
lumière de pompage et de la lumière de sondage à travers le dispositif ;
caractérisé par
un outil d’analyse (15) configuré pour détecter les longueurs d’onde de la lumière de pompage afin que l’efficacité
de génération de la lumière à vide présente des valeurs locales extrêmes dans la relation entre la longueur
d’onde de lumière de pompage et l’efficacité de génération de la lumière à vide, la lumière de pompage et la
lumière de sondage étant propagées à condition que la différence de longueur d’onde ou la différence de
fréquence entre la lumière de pompage et la lumière de sondage soit maintenue sensiblement constante, puis
pour calculer la dispersion chromatique du dispositif testé (13) à ces longueurs d’onde de lumière de pompage
détectées sur la base d’une différence de phase entre les longueurs d’onde de lumière de pompage détectées,
les longueurs d’onde de lumière de sondage correspondantes, et les longueurs d’onde de lumière à vide
correspondantes.

2. Appareil de mesure de dispersion chromatique selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le dispositif testé (13) est une fibre optique,
la lumière de pompage et la lumière de sondage sont une lumière à impulsions, et
l’outil d’analyse (15) est configuré pour calculer la dispersion chromatique à un emplacement spécifique de la fibre
optique (13) en mesurant la puissance de la lumière à vide, la lumière à vide étant générée à la suite d’une corrélation
entre la lumière de pompage et la lumière de sondage, la corrélation ayant lieu à l’emplacement spécifique de la
fibre optique lorsque chacune de la lumière de pompage et de la lumière de sondage est fournie à une extrémité
différente de la fibre optique.

3. Procédé de mesure de dispersion chromatique destiné à calculer la dispersion chromatique d’un dispositif testé
(13), comprenant :

la combinaison d’une lumière de pompage ayant une longueur d’onde λpump et d’une lumière de sondage ayant
une longueur d’onde λprobe avec un système optique spatial (12) et le fait de rendre la lumière de pompage et
la lumière de sondage incidentes sur un dispositif testé (13), la longueur d’onde λprobe étant séparée de la
longueur d’onde λpump selon une longueur d’onde donnée ou une fréquence donnée ;
la propagation de la lumière de pompage et de la lumière de sondage dans le dispositif testé (13) ;
la recherche de l’efficacité de génération de la lumière à vide par rapport à la longueur d’onde λpump en mesurant
la puissance de la lumière à vide ayant une longueur d’onde λidler délivrée par le dispositif (13) selon un mélange
à quatre ondes généré dans le dispositif (13), caractérisé par les étapes suivantes :

l’identification des longueurs d’onde de la lumière de pompage afin que l’efficacité de génération de la
lumière à vide présente des valeurs locales extrêmes dans la relation entre l’efficacité de génération et la
longueur d’onde λpump ; et
le calcul de la dispersion chromatique du dispositif à partir du résultat du calcul d’une différence de phase
entre les longueurs d’onde de lumière de pompage identifiées, les longueurs d’onde de lumière de pompage
correspondantes, et les longueurs d’onde de lumière à vide correspondantes.

4. Procédé de mesure de dispersion chromatique selon la revendication 3, comprenant en outre le balayage de la
longueur d’onde λpump de la lumière de pompage sur la plage comprenant la longueur d’onde de dispersion nulle



EP 2 202 503 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

du dispositif.

5. Procédé de mesure de dispersion chromatique selon la revendication 3, comprenant en outre le balayage de la
longueur d’onde λpump de la lumière de pompage sur la plage comprenant la longueur d’onde de lumière de pompage
afin de rendre l’efficacité de génération de la lumière à vide minimale à proximité du pic principal.
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