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(54) An armchair convertible into a chaise-longue

(57) An armchair convertible into a chaise-longue,
comprising:
- a stationary base structure (12) having a front section
(14) and a rear section (16);
- a sitting-surface unit (32) including a seat portion (34)
and a backrest portion (36) in a fixed position with respect
to one another, wherein the sitting unit (32) is articulated
to the front section (14) of the base structure (12) about
a horizontal axis (38) and is mobile between a raised
position and at least one position inclined backwards,
wherein in each of said positions the seat portion (34) is
inclined with respect to a horizontal plane;
- a clamping device (62) set in the rear section (16) of

the base structure (12), arranged for withholding the sit-
ting unit (32) in at least one of said positions; and
- two foot-rest portions (78), each of which is articulated
to the front section (14) of the base structure (12) about
a respective vertical axis (80) and is able to rotate be-
tween an inoperative position and an operative position,
wherein, in the inoperative position, each foot-rest portion
(78) extends underneath said seat portion (34) of the
sitting unit (32) and wherein, in the operative position,
each foot-rest portion (78) extends forwards beyond a
front edge (40) of the seat portion (34) and has an incli-
nation with respect to a horizontal plane opposite to the
inclination of the seat portion (34).



EP 2 210 526 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Background of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an armchair
convertible into a chaise-longue. A chaise-longue is an
armchair with an anatomic shape that enables the user
to assume a reclining position. A chaise-longue is tradi-
tionally made up of three portions with different inclina-
tions: a backrest portion, a seat portion and a foot-rest
portion. The seat portion and the foot-rest portion usually
have inclinations opposite to one another with respect to
a horizontal plane so that, when the user is sitting on a
chaise-longue, his knees are usually at a greater height
than his pelvis and feet.

Summary of the invention

[0002] The object of the present invention is to provide
an armchair that can be converted into a chaise-longue,
and vice versa, with simple and fast operations.
[0003] According to the present invention, this object
is achieved by an armchair having the characteristics
forming the subject of Claim 1.

Brief description of the drawings

[0004] The present invention will now be now de-
scribed in detail with reference to the attached drawings,
which are provided purely by way of non-limiting example
and in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of an armchair accord-
ing to the present invention;

- Figure 2 is a perspective view of the armchair of Fig-
ure 1 in the configuration of chaise-longue;

- Figures 3 and 4 are side views corresponding, re-
spectively, to those of Figures 1 and 2;

- Figure 5 is a side view of the armchair in the chaise-
longue configuration with the sitting-surface unit in-
clined backwards;

- Figure 6 is an exploded perspective view of the arm-
chair according to the present invention;

- Figure 7 is a partially sectioned plan view of a clamp-
ing device indicated by the arrow VII in Figure 1; and

- Figure 8 is a view corresponding to that of Figure 7
illustrating the clamping device in a position of dis-
engagement.

Description of the preferred embodiment

[0005] With reference to Figures 1 to 5, designated by
10 is an armchair convertible into a chaise-longue ac-
cording to the present invention. The armchair 10 com-
prises a stationary base structure 12 having a front sec-
tion 14 and a rear section 16. The base structure 12 is
shaped for resting on the floor. In the embodiment illus-
trated, the front section 14 has two vertical elements 18

joined to one another by a bottom transverse element 20
and by a top transverse element 22. The rear section 16
has two vertical elements 24 joined to one another by a
bottom transverse element 26 and by a top transverse
element 28. The bottom transverse elements 20, 26 of
the front section 14 and of the rear section 16 are joined
to one another by means of longitudinal elements 30.
This specific conformation of the base structure 12 is not,
however, mandatory and may be varied according to con-
siderations of a styling nature.
[0006] The armchair 10 comprises a sitting unit 32
made up of a seat portion 34 and a backrest portion 36.
The seat portion 34 and the backrest portion 36 are in a
fixed position with respect to one another. The sitting unit
32 is articulated to the front section 14 of the base struc-
ture 12 about a horizontal axis 38 located at the front
edge 40 of the seat portion 34.
[0007] The articulation between the sitting unit 32 and
the front section 14 of the base structure 12 is preferably
made as illustrated in Figure 6. The axis of articulation
38 is defined by aligned holes for two pins 42 fixed to the
top transverse element 22 of the front section 14. The
sitting unit 32 is articulated to the pins 42 by means of
two brackets 44 fixed on the bottom surface of the seat
portion 34, at its front edge 40. The brackets 44 are ar-
ticulated to the pins 42 by means of transverse pins 46
sharing the axis of articulation 38. As is illustrated in Fig-
ure 6, the sitting unit 32 can be formed by a rigid panel
48, on which a padding 50 is applied.
[0008] The rear part of the sitting unit 32 is connected
in a vertically mobile way to the rear section 16 of the
base structure 12. The vertical elements 24 of the rear
section 16 have a tubular shape and form two guides
with vertical axis. Two mobile rods 52 are slidably en-
gaged within the vertical elements 24. The mobile rods
52 are connected to one another by means of a trans-
verse rod 54. The side ends of the transverse rod 54 are
bent forwards and bear respective armrests 56.
[0009] With reference to Figures 3 to 6, the transverse
rod 54 engages in a mobile way two elongated slots 58
formed in respective brackets 60 fixed to the rear wall of
the backrest portion 36 of the sitting-surface unit 32. In
one variant (not illustrated), each pair constituted by the
bracket 60 and by the slot 58 may be replaced by a joint
of elastic material, such as, for example, rubber or the
like. Said joint connects the transverse rod 54 to the rear
surface of the panel 48. The elasticity of the material en-
ables a joint to be obtained with functional characteristics
identical to the solution already described but visibly
more essential and elegant.
[0010] A clamping device 62 is set in the rear section
16 of the base structure 12. With reference in particular
to Figures 7 and 8, the clamping device 62 comprises a
clamping bar 64 axially mobile within the top cross mem-
ber 28 of the rear section 16. The clamping bar 64 has
a first end 68 that projects on the outside of the top cross
member 28. An elastic element 70 acts between a closed
end 72 of the transverse element 28 and a second end
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74 of the clamping bar 64. The elastic element 70 tends
to push the clamping bar 64 towards the outside of the
top cross member 28. The clamping bar is equipped with
a transverse pin (not visible in the drawings), which en-
gages a longitudinal slot (which is not visible in the draw-
ings either) of the top cross member 28. The pin-slot cou-
pling limits the travel of the bar 64, preventing this from
being expelled from the top cross member 28 by the
thrust received from the elastic element 70.
[0011] The clamping bar 64 has two portions of re-
duced diameter 76 situated in the vicinity of the ends 68,
74. The top cross member 28 intersects the vertical ele-
ments 24 partially. When the elastic element 70 is in the
extended position (Figure 7), the clamping bar 64 has
two stretches adjacent to the portions of reduced diam-
eter 76 that extend partially within the vertical elements
24. When the elastic element 70 is in the compressed
position (Figure 8), the portions of reduced diameter 76
of the clamping bar 64 are positioned in the areas of
intersection between the top cross member 28 and the
vertical elements 24.
[0012] Each mobile rod 52 is equipped with at least
one arrest notch (not visible in the drawings) with a shape
complementary to the outer surface of the clamping bar
64. In the position illustrated in Figure 7, the arrest notch-
es of the mobile rods 52 couple with the portions of the
clamping bar 64 that extend within the vertical elements
24. In this condition, the mobile rods 52 are clamped with
respect to the rear section 16 of the base structure 12.
By pressing axially on the ends 68 of the clamping bar
64, the portions of reduced diameter 76 of the clamping
bar 64 move into a position corresponding to the vertical
tubular elements 24 (configuration of Figure 8). In this
condition, the mobile rods 52 are free to move vertically
within the vertical elements 24. On the mobile rods 52
there may be provided a plurality of arrest notches, stag-
gered with respect to one another in a vertical direction,
to each of which there corresponds a position of clamping
of the sitting-surface unit 32 with respect to the stationary
base structure 12.
[0013] With reference to Figures 1 to 6, the armchair
10 comprises two foot-rest portions 78. Each of the foot-
rest portions 78 is able to rotate with respect to the sta-
tionary base structure 12 about a respective vertical axis
80 between an inoperative position, illustrated in Figures
1, 3 and 6, and an operative position, illustrated in Figures
2, 4 and 5. Each foot-rest portion 78 has a part 82, inclined
with respect to a horizontal plane, that is radiused at one
of its ends to a part for resting on the floor 84. Each foot-
rest portion 78 can, for example, be formed by a shaped
rigid panel.
[0014] As is illustrated in Figure 6, the foot-rest portions
78 are preferably mounted so that they can turn about
the same pins 42 that define the horizontal axis of artic-
ulation 38 of the sitting-surface unit 32. The axes of ro-
tation 80 of the foot-rest portions 78 coincide with the
axes of the pins 42 and are orthogonal with respect to
the horizontal axis of articulation 38. Each foot-rest por-

tion 78 can turn about the respective vertical axis 80 by
approximately 180° to pass from the inoperative position
to the operative position, and vice versa. The rotation of
the foot-rest portions 78 is governed manually by the us-
er. The arrows 86 in Figure 1 show the direction of rotation
of the foot-rest portions 78 for passing from the inoper-
ative position to the operative position. The arrows 88 in
Figure 2 show the direction of rotation of the foot-rest
portions 78 for passing from the operative position to the
inoperative position.
[0015] Figures 1 and 3 illustrate the convertible arm-
chair 10 according to the present invention in its use as
armchair. In this configuration, the foot-rest portions 78
extend underneath the seat portion 34 of the sitting-sur-
face unit 32.
[0016] Figures 2, 4 and 5 illustrate the convertible arm-
chair according to the present invention in the chaise-
longue configuration. In this configuration, the foot-rest
portions 78 extend forwards beyond the front edge 40 of
the seat portion 34. It may be noted that the seat portion
34 and the inclined part 82 of the foot-rest portions 78
are inclined with respect to a horizontal plane in directions
opposite to one another. When the user is sitting on the
armchair in the chaise-longue configuration, his knees
are positioned at the front edge 40 of the seat portion 34
and are in a raised position with respect to the pelvis and
to the feet, according to the typical position of a chaise-
longue.
[0017] In the chaise-longue configuration, it is possible
to vary the inclination backwards of the sitting-surface
unit 32. Figures 4 and 5 illustrate the sitting-surface unit
32 in a raised position and in a position reclined back-
wards, respectively. In the configuration of Figure 4, the
sitting-surface unit 32 is kept in the raised position by the
clamping device 62. To recline the sitting-surface unit 32
backwards, the clamping device 62 is disengaged by
pressing on the end 68 of the clamping bar 64. After dis-
engaging the clamping device 62, it is possible to slide
the vertically mobile rods 52 downwards, thus bringing
the sitting unit 32 into the position where it is reclined
backwards, as illustrated in Figure 5. As mentioned pre-
viously, it is possible to provide a plurality of positions
with different inclinations by providing on the mobile rods
52 a plurality of arrest notches staggered with respect to
one another in a vertical direction.

Claims

1. An armchair convertible into a chaise-longue, com-
prising:

- a stationary base structure (12) having a front
section (14) and a rear section (16);
- a sitting unit (32) including a seat portion (34)
and a backrest portion (36) in a fixed position
with respect to one another, wherein the sitting
unit (32) is articulated to the front section (14)
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of the base structure (12) about a horizontal axis
(38) and is mobile between a raised position and
at least one a position inclined backwards,
wherein in each of said positions the seat portion
(34) is inclined with respect to a horizontal plane;
- a clamping device (62) set in the rear section
(16) of the base structure (12), arranged to with-
hold the sitting unit (32) in at least one of said
positions; and
- two foot-rest portions (78), each of which is
articulated to the front section (14) of the base
structure (12) about a respective vertical axis
(80) and is able to rotate between an inoperative
position and an operative position, wherein, in
the inoperative position, each foot-rest portion
(78) extends underneath said seat portion (34)
of the sitting-surface unit (32) and wherein, in
the operative position, each foot-rest portion
(78) extends forwards beyond a front edge (40)
of the seat portion (34) and has an inclination
with respect to a horizontal plane opposite to the
inclination of the seat portion (34).

2. The armchair according to Claim 1, wherein each of
said foot-rest portions (78) has a respective end (84)
configured for resting on the floor.

3. The armchair according to Claim 1, wherein the axis
of articulation (80) of each of said foot-rest portions
(78) is orthogonal to the axis of articulation (38) of
the sitting unit (32).

4. The armchair according to Claim 1, wherein the front
section (14) of the base structure (12) comprises a
transverse element (22) to which two vertical pins
(42) are fixed, which define said vertical axes of ro-
tation (80) of the foot-rest portions (78) and moreover
define said horizontal axis of articulation (38) of the
sitting unit (32).

5. The armchair according to Claim 1, wherein the rear
section (16) of the base structure (12) comprises two
vertical tubular elements (24) in which respective
vertically mobile rods (52) associated to the sitting
unit (32) and co-operating with said clamping device
(62) are engaged.

6. The armchair according to Claim 5, wherein said ver-
tically mobile rods (52) are connected to one another
by means of a transverse rod (54) having side ends
that engage a slot (58) fixed with respect to the back-
rest portion (36) of the sitting unit (32).

7. The armchair according to Claim 6, wherein said
transverse bar (54) carries at its side ends two arm-
rests (56).

8. The armchair according to Claim 5, wherein said

clamping device (62) comprises a clamping bar (64)
mobile within a transverse tubular element (28) fixed
to said vertical elements (24) of the rear section (16).

9. The armchair according to Claim 8, wherein said
clamping bar (64) co-operates with an elastic ele-
ment (70) and is axially mobile between a position
of clamping and a position of release, wherein each
of said vertically mobile rods (52) has at least one
arrest notch, designed to co-operate with said arrest
bar (64).
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