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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a surveillance system
for terrestrial navigational and airport landing systems.
[0002] Such navigational and landing systems are
used in civil and military air travel, both for position and
course fixing and for helping aeroplanes to land.
[0003] Examples of navigational systems for position
and course fixing include so-called VOR (Very High Fre-
quency Omnidirectional Range) and DVOR (Doppler
VOR) rotating radio beacons, which are predominantly
employed in civil applications, and the TACAN system
which is predominantly used in military applications. Al-
so included in this category are distance measuring in-
stallations such as DME (Distance Measuring Equip-
ment), and beacon systems such as NDMs (NonDirec-
tional Beacons).
[0004] Examples of landing systems include the wide-
ly used instrument landing system ILS and the compar-
atively new microwave landing system MLS. Compo-
nents in landing systems further include systems based
on differential GPS (correction data transmission).
[0005] All the systems cited above entail installing
transmitting stations on the ground which transmit cor-
responding signals; the signals are received on board
the aeroplanes, evaluated in the navigational equipment
for position and course fixing, and utilised in the landing
aid facilities for determining localisation and angle of ap-
proach.
[0006] International authorities such as the ICAO
standardise certain operating parameters throughout
the world.
[0007] Safety aspects naturally play a defining role in
determining these operating parameters, i.e. particular-
ly in the case of the transmitting stations it is necessary
to adopt measures that guarantee the maximum degree
of safety both with regard to the construction of the
transmitting stations and with regard to the operation
thereof.
[0008] Such safety-related measures are laid down
by the aforementioned ICAO international authority in
the so-called International Standards and Recommend-
ed Practices. Where the integrity of the transmitted sig-
nals is at issue, then for example certain surveillance
systems are provided such as the known Far Field Mon-
itor (FFM) for the aforesaid ILS instrument landing sys-
tem. This FFM (far field monitor) monitors the technical
quality of the localising information in the final phase of
the landing approach.
[0009] This type of known surveillance system princi-
pally monitors, and if necessary corrects, those faults
that are contained in the transmitted signal itself.
[0010] In addition to such faults or signal distortions
that occur within the system itself, other influences com-
ing from outside also appear which can result in the sig-
nals here designated overall as navigational signals ei-
ther being unable to be evaluated in the aeroplane or
else - and this may have more serious consequences -

leading to false evaluation results. Possible sources of
such external faults may for example be radio transmit-
ters, or the deliberate broadcasting of differential GPS
data in the VHF band, or transmitters of other radio-com-
munication services, which for example due to their own
operating malfunctions broadcast interference signals
in frequency ranges that are within range of the operat-
ing frequency of the navigational or landing system.
However, because as a rule such transmitters are fixed
installations, the fact that they broadcast publicly means
that their operating data are known and are readily iden-
tifiable, and systematic technical and organisational rec-
tification of the problem is possible.
[0011] Far more dangerous faults or falsifications of
the navigational signals may be caused by transmitters
that are only introduced periodically into the geograph-
ical vicinity of the navigational or airport landing systems
and operated there. For present purposes it is immate-
rial whether the perturbation or falsification of the navi-
gational signal is due to a malfunction or to an intentional
transmission.
[0012] Existing known surveillance systems for navi-
gational and airport landing systems do not provide for
systematic monitoring of such perturbations and are
therefore not suitable either.
[0013] The patent US 4,333,081 describes a monitor-
ing system for scanning-beam microwave landing ap-
paratus. The patent US 3,818,476 describes a naviga-
tion aid transmitter-monitor system.
[0014] It is therefore the object of the present inven-
tion to create a surveillance system for terrestrial navi-
gational and airport landing systems in which the navi-
gational signals for aeroplanes or other airborne objects
transmitted by the navigational and airport landing sys-
tems are received and evaluated by a ground-based re-
ceiving and control facility ; it should also be possible to
use said surveillance system effectively when faults or
falsifications of the last-named type occur.
[0015] The measures cited in Claim 1 are proposed
in order to accomplish this object.
[0016] The advantage of this solution lies in the fact
that the additional receiving stations and their geograph-
ical distribution enable position-fixing of the rogue trans-
mitter using per se known methods, such as for example
the hyperbolic sectioning method or the like, and the
central evaluating unit, which in any case operates with
conventional digital signal processing methods for the
FFM mentioned in the introduction, such as for example
FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) algorithms, is in addition
able to identify the rogue signals.
[0017] For maximum simplicity and reliability of the
co-operation between the additional receiving stations
and the central evaluating unit, one embodiment of the
invention provides for proceeding in accordance with
the features of Claim 2. Because the transmitting data
of the system's own transmitters and any stationary
rogue transmitters are known in the central evaluating
unit, it is possible in accordance with the features of
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Claim 3 to ascertain the geographical co-ordinates of
the unknown rogue transmitter. Claim 4 sets out how the
content of the transmitting signal from the unknown
rogue transmitter is evaluated.
[0018] According to a further embodiment of the in-
vention corresponding to Claim 5, it is advantageous
that with central evaluation there is the possibility of se-
lecting suitable counter-measures by comparing the
navigational signal and the rogue signal.
[0019] Further details and advantages of the inven-
tion may be taken from the description which follows of
an exemplifying embodiment.
[0020] Figure 1 shows a schematic view of the geo-
graphical distribution of the additional receiving stations
in the vicinity of an airport.
[0021] Figure 2 shows the block diagram of the func-
tional units of the surveillance system.
[0022] Figure 1 shows a view of an airport with its es-
sential elements such as take-off and landing strip SL,
access roads RW to the take-off and landing strip SL,
parking area P, and tower TO. At the lower edge of Fig-
ure 1 the transmitting antenna LA of the airport landing
system is shown. Distributed geographically around the
airport are the additional receiving stations HF S1, HF
S2 and HF S3. MT identifies a picture of a vehicle sym-
bolising a rogue transmitter MT which is only temporarily
in operation and/or mobile. Lastly Av denotes an aero-
plane which is in the process of making its landing ap-
proach and is receiving the signals transmitted by the
transmitters LA and MT.
[0023] It has not been deemed necessary here to sep-
arately depict a rotating radio beacon (VOR; DVOR) or
beacon system used for position and course fixing,
since such a depiction cannot be expected to provide
any additional information in terms of an understanding
of the invention.
[0024] The line of dashes DT represents the link used
for data transmission between the individual additional
receiving stations HF S1, HF S2 and HF S3 and the cen-
tral evaluating unit CU, with the central evaluating unit
in this example being spatially associated with the tower
TO. The antenna station LA is used to transmit to the
aeroplane, which is to say in this case the aeroplane Av,
the landing signals needed for landing, e.g. ILS landing
signals, which contain information about the approach
heading and/or angle of approach. Assuming that at the
same time the mobile transmitter MT is also transmitting
signals in the frequency range of the ILS landing signals
and of a corresponding strength, it must be expected
that the signals received in the aeroplane Av will be dis-
rupted. Depending on the type of signals being trans-
mitted by the mobile transmitter MT, this disruption will
either result in the aeroplane's on-board receiving in-
struments being unable to evaluate the landing signals
from the ILS system or in the evaluation giving false re-
sults, which in certain circumstances would be far
worse.
[0025] In accordance with the invention, however, the

landing signal from the ILS landing station which is being
disrupted by the mobile transmitter MT is received not
only by the receiving instruments on board the aero-
plane Av, and if appropriate by the instruments (not
shown) of the FFM far field monitor described in the in-
troduction, but also by the additional receiving stations
HF S1, HF S2 and HF S3 installed in a geographically
distributed manner.
[0026] Three such additional receiving stations HF S
(1...3) are represented In the example shown. As a rule
the use of conventional position fixing methods calls for
at least three spatially separately positioned sensors in
order to obtain unambiguous evaluations. Just how
many such sensors or - as here - additional receiving
stations HF S1 to HF Sn actually are employed depends
on other parameters, as does their exact spatial ar-
rangement.
[0027] Such parameters for example include the ex-
tent and geometry of the airport, the number and layout
of the approach areas, topography and density of the
built-up environment, and the necessary so-called safe-
ty level (for example as laid down by the ICAO).
[0028] However, it is not necessary to fully cover all
possible parameters in order to understand the inven-
tion.
[0029] Figure 2 is a block diagram representing the
functional units of the surveillance system that are cru-
cial to the invention.
[0030] The spatially distributed additional receiving
stations HF S1 to HF Sn set up within the operating
range of the navigational or airport landing system con-
sist essentially of the receiving antenna EA, the actual
HF receiving section EM and the output unit D Ex (1 to
n). The HF receiving section EM is made up of amplifi-
ers, filters, mixers and synthesisers. The mode of oper-
ation of such a receiving section EM with its aforemen-
tioned elements is known and is not the subject of the
invention, therefore a detailed explanation is not given
here.
[0031] The signals received in this way are processed
at the output in such a way in a suitably configured eval-
uating unit D Ex and provided with the necessary addi-
tional information that the central evaluating unit CU is
supplied with the information needed for position fixing
and classification. Obviously the processing operation
in the evaluating unit must also take account of the tech-
nology and the transmission characteristics of the DT
link between the additional receiving equipment HF S
(1...n).
[0032] Evaluation of the signals recorded by the indi-
vidual additional receiving stations HFS (1...n) takes
place in the central evaluating unit CU. This evaluating
unit has essentially three important functional units with-
in the framework of the invention, which in Figure 2 are
likewise represented in block diagram form. Used for the
actual evaluation of the signal are firstly the Loc unit pro-
vided for position fixing, and the Class unit for classifying
the received signals. In the Dis-AL unit the output from
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the Loc and Class units, possibly together with other cri-
teria/information, is then combined and evaluated in
such a way that as a result an alarm is triggered, for
example in the flight management, and/or further safety
measures can be taken.
[0033] In Figure 2 the additional receiving stations -
as shown - are individually linked to the central evaluat-
ing unit CU, and this enables the geographical allocation
of the output signals of the outputs DEx 1 to n to be read-
ily performed by means of the respective connections
In 1 to In n. In the case of a single link DT as in Figure
1, it is necessary to first of all prime the output signals
with information. Further typical data relevant for posi-
tion fixing are the time of reception, the duration of the
signal and its measurement As the position-fixing meth-
od it is, for example, possible to use the hyperbolic sec-
tioning method already mentioned in the introduction,
which is considered to be advantageous in terms of its
cost and the integrability of its circuits. In general terms
the choice of the position-fixing method is also deter-
mined by its detection speed, its position-fixing accuracy
and its ability to simultaneously fix the positions of a plu-
rality of signal sources. The above criteria are of course
inseparably bound up with the function of classifying the
signal or signals.
[0034] In addition, the Class unit evaluates the signal
strength, the temporal characteristics of the signal, the
frequency spectrum, carrier frequency, modulation fre-
quencies and the degree of modulation. With the con-
ventional digital signal processing method, using the
FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) algorithms, it is possible
to detect and evaluate the rogue signals in the frequency
band of the radio channel utilised for the navigation and
for the landing system. By additionally taking into ac-
count the operating parameters of the respective navi-
gational and/or landing system it can then be decided
whether the disturbances found are of an intensity and
type likely to disrupt the proper reception and evaluation
of the wanted signal.
[0035] Depending on this decision, with the help of the
Dis-AL functional unit the necessary measures are then
initiated in the technical field or by calling security per-
sonnel.
[0036] Because all the receiving and evaluating units
whose objectives and mode of operation have been cit-
ed above are present either in full or in part in a different
scenario, e.g. in the cited FFM system, a further advan-
tage of the surveillance system according to the inven-
tion is the option to integrate the use of these pre-exist-
ing facilities. This also means that it is possible for the
surveillance function of the system in accordance with
the invention to be expanded to other frequency ranges
with transparency of financial outlay.

Claims

1. Surveillance system for terrestrial navigational and

landing systems, in which the navigational signals
being transmitted for aeroplanes (Av) or other air-
borne objects by the navigational and airport land-
ing systems are received and evaluated by a
ground-based receiving and control facitity, the sig-
nals being disrupted by a mobile transmitter (MT) :

- the receiving and control facility being
equipped with a plurality of additional receiving
stations (HF S1, HF S2, HF S3),

- these additional receiving stations operate in
the frequency range of the navigational signals,

- the additional receiving stations are arranged
geographical distributed within the transmitting
range of the navigational or airport landing sys-
tem,

- the signals recorded by the additional receiving
stations are forwarded to a central evaluating
unit (CU), charactensed in that the signals
transmitted by the navigational and airport
landing system being disrupted by a mobile
transmitter (MT), those signals are also re-
ceived by the additional receiving stations (HF
S1, HF S2, HF S3) to detect the signals from
the mobile transmitter (MT).

2. Surveillance system according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the signals recorded by the addition-
al receiving stations are given additional identifica-
tion. codes before being forwarded to the central
evaluating unit.

3. Surveillance system according to claim 2, charac-
terised in that the signals recorded by the addition-
al receiving stations are evaluated in relation to the
location of their transmitter.

4. Surveillance system according to claim 2, charac-
terised in that the signals recorded by the addition-
al receiving stations are evaluated in relation to their
type, duration and content.

5. Surveillance system according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that in the event of detecting a disruption
to the wanted signal, the central evaluating unit
transmits a corresponding alarm signal to initiate
suitable measures in each case.

6. Surveillance system according to claims 1 to 5,
characterised in that existing receiving and con-
trol station facilities, for example far field monitor
systems, are expanded to take over the additional
surveillance functions.

Patentansprüche

1. Überwachungssystem für terrestrische Navigati-
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ons- und Landesysteme, bei dem die von den Na-
vigations- und Flughafenlandesystemen ausgesen-
deten Navigationssignale für Flugzeuge (Av) oder
andere Flugobjekte von einer bodengestützten
Empfangs- und Kontrolleinrichtung empfangen und
ausgewertet werden, wobei die Signale durch einen
mobilen Sender (MT) gestört werden, wobei:

- die Empfangs- und Kontrolleinrichtung mit
mehreren, zusätzlichen Empfangsstationen
(HF S1, HF S2, HF S3) ausgerüstet ist,

- diese zusätzlichen Empfangsstationen im Fre-
quenzbereich der Navigationssignale arbeiten,

- die zusätzlichen Empfangsstationen örtlich
verteilt im Sendebereich des Navigations- oder
Flughafenlandesystems angeordnet sind,

- die von den zusätzlichen Empfangsstationen
aufgenommenen Signale zu einer zentralen
Auswerteeinheit (CU) weitergeleitet werden,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß die von dem
Navigations- und Flughafenlandesystem aus-
gesendeten und durch einen mobilen Sender
(MT) gestörten Signale auch von den zusätzli-
chen Empfangsstationen (HF S1, HF S2, HF
S3) empfangen werden, um die Signale von
dem mobilen Sender (MT) zu detektieren.

2. Überwachungssystem nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daß die von den zusätzlichen
Empfangsstationen aufgenommenen Signale vor
der Weiterleitung an die zentrale Auswerteeinheit
mit zusätzlichen Identifikationscodes versehen
werden.

3. Überwachungssystem nach Anspruch 2, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daß die von den zusätzlichen
Empfangsstationen aufgenommenen Signale in be-
zug auf den Standort ihres Senders ausgewertet
werden.

4. Überwachungssystem nach Anspruch 2, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daß die von den zusätzlichen
Empfangsstationen aufgenommenen Signale in be-
zug auf ihre Art, Dauer und Inhalt ausgewertet wer-
den.

5. Überwachungssystem nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daß die zentrale Auswerteeinheit
im Falle einer festgestellten Störung des Nutzsi-
gnals ein entsprechendes Alarmsignal zur Einlei-
tung jeweils geeigneter Maßnahmen aussendet.

6. Überwachungssystem nach den Ansprüchen 1 bis
5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß vorhandene
Empfangs- und Kontrollstationseinrichtungen, z.B.

Fernfeldmonitorsysteme, um die zusätzlichen
Überwachungsfunktionen erweitert sind.

Revendications

1. Système de surveillance pour les systèmes de na-
vigation terrestre et d'atterrissage, dans lequel les
signaux de navigation émis à destination des aéro-
nefs (Av) et autres objets aéroportés par les systè-
mes de navigation et d'atterrissage d'aéroport sont
reçus et évalués par une installation de contrôle et
de réception au sol, les signaux étant perturbés par
un émetteur mobile (MT) :

- l'installation de contrôle et de réception étant
équipée d'une quantité de stations supplémen-
taires de réception (HF S1, HF S2, HF S3),

- ces stations supplémentaires de réception
fonctionnent dans la gamme de fréquence des
signaux de navigation,

- les stations supplémentaires de réception sont
disposées géographiquement à l'intérieur de la
portée d'émission du système de navigation et
d'atterrissage d'aéroport,

- les signaux enregistrés par les stations supplé-
mentaires de réception sont transmis à une uni-
té centrale d'évaluation (CU), caractérisés en
ce que les signaux transmis par le système de
navigation et d'atterrissage d'aéroport étant
perturbés par un émetteur mobile (MT), ces si-
gnaux sont également reçus par les stations
supplémentaires de réception (HF S1, HF S2,
HF S3) afin de détecter les signaux provenant
de l'émetteur mobile (MT).

2. Système de surveillance conformément à la Reven-
dication 1, caractérisé en ce que les signaux en-
registrés par les stations supplémentaires de ré-
ception reçoivent des codes d'identification supplé-
mentaires avant d'être transmis à l'unité centrale
d'évaluation.

3. Système de surveillance conformément à la Reven-
dication 2, caractérisé en ce que, les signaux en-
registrés par les stations supplémentaires de ré-
ception sont évalués relativement à l'emplacement
de leur émetteur.

4. Système de surveillance conformément à la Reven-
dication 2, caractérisé en ce que les signaux en-
registrés par les stations supplémentaires de ré-
ception sont évalués relativement à leur type, durée
et contenu.

5. Système de surveillance conformément à la Reven-
dication 1, caractérisé en ce que dans l'éventualité
de la détection d'une perturbation du signal voulu,
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l'unité centrale d'évaluation transmet un signal
d'alarme correspondant pour mettre en place des
mesures adaptées à chacun des cas.

6. Système de surveillance conformément aux Re-
vendications 1 à 5, caractérisé en ce que les ins-
tallations existantes des stations de réception et de
contrôle, les systèmes de surveillance de champ
lointain par exemple, sont étendues afin d'assurer
les fonctions supplémentaires de surveillance.
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