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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to the continuous meas-
urement of a cyclist’s power output, and in particular by
utilising sensors and appropriate electronics in conjunc-
tion with a bicycle.

Background to the Invention

[0002] Continuous measurement of a cyclist’s power
output is important because it adds greatly to the infor-
mation available for analysing training activities and com-
petition performance. This is particularly relevant for high
performance competitors. Achieving higher power output
for longer periods is one of the most important ways in
which a competitive cyclist can improve their perform-
ance. Cyclists’ training programmes are frequently based
on maintaining specified power output for specified du-
rations. Monitoring of power output during competition
allows a cyclist to adjust their effort to make best use of
their energy. If power output is recorded during an activ-
ity, it can be examined and analysed afterwards to identify
areas needing improvement and to help form future train-
ing programmes.
There is a number of existing prior art systems for meas-
uring a cyclist’s power output on a bicycle when a bicycle
is moving. Typically a prior art system displays instanta-
neous power to the cyclist on a unit mounted on the han-
dlebars, and provides a facility to record the variation in
power over a period of a few hours and download the
information onto a computer later for analysis. There are
four principal commercial systems available, each using
different sensing techniques. Unlike measuring speed or
pedalling cadence or heart rate, which can be done by
observing and counting some activity without interfering
with it, measuring force or power is very difficult to do
without inserting a sensing element as a part of the power
transmission path. The four existing power measurement
systems each insert a sensor at a different point in the
power transmission path between the cyclist’s feet and
the tyre contact with the road, as described below.
[0003] The first known system is "PowerTap" which us-
es strain gauges embedded in the hub of the rear wheel
of the bicycle. This measures the mechanical strain as
the rotational power is transferred from the rear gear cogs
through the hub mechanism into the wheel itself. This
system requires the use of a special rear wheel, built with
the PowerTap hub at its centre. The use of a special
wheel is a serious disadvantage, as competitive cyclists
change wheels frequently. This system is described in
US Patent Number 6,418,797.
[0004] A second system known as "SRM" uses strain
gauges embedded in the right hand pedal crank that
drives the chain. This measures the strain as the rota-
tional power is transferred from the crank to the large
gear ring driving the chain. This system requires the use

of a special crank set containing the measurement sen-
sors. The operation of this system is further described in
http://www.srm.de/englisch/index.html.
[0005] The third system known in the industry as "Er-
gomo" uses strain gauges embedded in the axle that joins
the two pedal cranks together through the bottom of the
bicycle frame. It measures the strain as the axle twists
slightly when the pedals are pressed by the cyclist. It
measures the power from the left pedal only, and as-
sumes that the power from the right pedal is exactly the
same (which is hardly ever the case in practice). This
system requires the use of a special axle and bearing
assembly between the cranks. The Ergomo system is
described in US Patent Number US6,356,847.
[0006] The "Polar" system is the only existing power
measurement system that does not require a part of the
bicycle to be replaced. It works by using sensors to mon-
itor the tension in the chain, as disclosed in US Patent
Number US6,356,848 The sensors are fitted close to the
chain to monitor its speed and vibration. Installation re-
quires measurement of the length and weight of the
chain. It has a reputation for being difficult to install and
calibrate, and for being less reliable than other systems.
[0007] All of the systems described above share a
number of disadvantages. For example, installation of all
these systems requires significant time, effort and exper-
tise, and most cyclists will have to pay their local bike
shop to do the job. The requirement to fit sensors and
replacement parts to the bicycle means that the systems
cannot be moved to another bicycle without significant
time and effort. Most competitive cyclists own a number
of bicycles, for different types of event, so this is a serious
limitation. All but the Polar system require the use of spe-
cial replacement parts, which limits the freedom of the
cyclist to choose the parts that they want to use. None
of the systems can accurately measure the power output
from each foot, although they can infer it to some extent
by relating variations in overall power output to the posi-
tion of the pedals. This is not an accurate method, be-
cause it must assume that all the measured power comes
from the foot on the downward stroke. It cannot take into
account the power that the foot on the upward stroke may
be adding (by pulling up) or subtracting (by pressing
down). None of the above systems can measure "wast-
ed" power, where a cyclist presses down on a pedal while
it is on the up stroke. None of the above systems can
measure how evenly and efficiently the cyclist is pressing
on the pedal on the downward stroke.
[0008] PCT patent publication number
WO2006121714 "Systems and methods of power output
measurement" attempts to overcome the above men-
tioned problems. This PCT publication discloses a sys-
tem for measuring the power output of a cyclist by placing
sensors underneath the cyclist’s shoe. A number of prob-
lems associated with this system include fitting the sen-
sor between the cleat and shoe increases the distance
from the cylist’s foot to the axle of the pedal, which re-
duces cycling efficiency. Variations in the force used to

1 2 



EP 2 300 796 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

screw the cleat to the shoe will cause unknown force on
the sensor, leading to an unknown "zero" point and cal-
ibration errors. The system takes no account of the need
to measure the pedalling rate ("cadence") and the angu-
lar position of the crank at each instant. Rotational power
at any instant cannot be calculated without knowing the
applied force, the speed of rotation and the angular po-
sition of the crank thus leading to inaccurate data. The
sensor and its connector are under the shoe, and there-
fore are exposed to damage during use.
[0009] PCT patent publication number
WO2008/058164, assigned to Quarq, discloses a system
that operates very similarly to the SRM system (de-
scribed above). The system requires use of a special
crank set with strain gauges embedded in the right hand
side of the crank. The system also discloses the use of
an accelerometer for certain measurements, when
mounted on the crank assembly and requires a magnet
on the bicycle. The system disclosed in Quarq is is com-
plex to implement as there is different crank sets for dif-
ferent manufacturers.
[0010] US patent publication number US
20070245835, assigned to Microsport, describes a sys-
tem using measurements from a flexible force sensor
inside a cyclist’s shoe. The system measures only the
compression force normal to the plane of the shoe and
pedal. The system does not include any means to meas-
ure the direction of the force being applied through the
pedals to the cranks, and uses pre-calculated estimates
of direction based on assumptions of standard cycling
styles.
[0011] US Patent Publication No. 2004/225467 dis-
closes systems for assessing athletic performance, while
US Patent Publication No. 2007/245835 discloses a port-
able power meter for calculating power applied to a pedal
and crank arm based drive mechanism and a method of
calculating the power.
[0012] There is therefore a need to provide a device,
computer program and method to overcome the above
mentioned problems. An object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device and method to measure, display and record
the power output of a cyclist accurately and more effec-
tively than current solutions on the market.

Summary of the Invention

[0013] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided, as set out in the appended claims, in claim 1 a
measurement device for measuring a cyclist’s power out-
put, in response to an external force provided by said
cyclist applied to a bicycle, comprising a force sensor,
whereby said force sensor is embedded in a bicycle cleat.
[0014] Heretofore, no measurement device for meas-
uring the power output of a cyclist has been embedded
in a bicycle cleat. The invention provides a constant
measurement solution of the power output of a cyclist,
with a number of advantages over existing systems that
have a number of problems already mentioned in the

Background of the Invention. For example the inventive
device means that the installation does not need any part
of the bicycle to be replaced. The present invention does
not restrict the type of components that may be used on
the bicycle. Because the sensors are embedded in the
cleat it is very simple to move the system to another bi-
cycle. The invention allows for detailed analysis of ped-
alling style, leading to improvements in efficiency.
[0015] In another embodiment the measurement de-
vice is provided with an accelerometer. Heretofore, ac-
celerometers have not been used for the measurement
of power output of a cyclist. In a preferred embodiment
the present invention found that positioning or embed-
ding an accelerometer in a bicycle cleat allows for accu-
rate measurements that were not measured previously,
to aid in increasing the performance of a cyclist.
In another embodiment the accelerometer can be mount-
ed anywhere in the vicinity of the rotating mechanism,
said accelerometer comprises means for measuring ca-
dence or crank position or pedal tilt. It will be appreciated
that the invention makes use of measurement of the foot
angle, such that a vector is obtained to determine where
the pressure is coming from to calculate torque from the
foot force. The foot angle provides important data from
a biomechanical point of view for the cyclist.
[0016] In another embodiment of the present invention
there is provided a measurement device for measuring
a cyclist’s power output, in response to an external force
provided by said cyclist applied to a bicycle, comprising
an accelerometer. It will be appreciated that positioning
the accelerometer anywhere in the vicinity of the pedal,
for example either mounted on the pedal or in the bicycle
cleat or bicyclist shoe allows for accurate measurements
to measure the cyclist’s power output. Suitably the ac-
celerometer can be mounted on the cleats and/or legs
and/or feet and/or shoes and/or pedals for measuring
cadence or crank position or pedal tilt. The embedded
force sensor comprises a first sensor positioned on the
inner edge of said cleat and a second sensor positioned
on the outer edge of said cleat. In a further embodiment
the force sensor comprises a third sensor positioned on
the centre of the cleat.
Ideally, the force sensor comprises means for measuring
the compression force applied to said bicycle cleat. It will
be appreciated that a single sensor can measure both
the compression and tension forces.
Suitably, the force sensor comprises means for measur-
ing the shear force applied to said cleat.
[0017] In another embodiment the measurement de-
vice is provided with an accelerometer. Heretofore, ac-
celerometers have not been used for the measurement
of power output of a cyclist. In a preferred embodiment
the present invention found that positioning or Ideally,
the accelerometer comprises means to measure pedal-
ling cadence. The accelerometer comprises means to
detect the true top of a crank revolution. Suitably, the
accelerometer comprises means to detect the true bot-
tom of a crank revolution.
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[0018] Ideally the accelerometer comprises means to
measure the angular position of the crank and means to
measure forward/backward tilt of the pedal.
[0019] Compared to other systems measuring force in
the shoe or pedal assembly, the present invention meas-
ures crank angle and force direction more accurately,
thus providing a more accurate power figure. Use of the
force sensors in combination with an accelerometer pro-
vides measurement of forces applied by each or either
foot at all points in a revolution, allowing identification of
"wasted" power applied downwards during the up stroke.
[0020] The invention provides measurement of forces
at more than one point under each foot, allowing identi-
fication of inefficiencies caused by leaning to the left or
the right on the pedal. Accurate measurement of the for-
ward/backward tilt of the cyclist’s foot and shoe, provides
extra information about pedalling style. The invention
provides measurement of the direction of the force ap-
plied to the pedal, allowing identification of inefficiencies
due to pushing in the wrong direction. The invention can
provide measurement of the cycling cadence without re-
quiring sensors or components to be attached to the bi-
cycle.
[0021] In a further embodiment of the present invention
in claim 12 there is provided a method of measuring a
cyclist’s power output, in response to an external force
provided by said cyclist applied to a bicycle, comprising
the step of using a force sensor embedded in a bicycle
cleat to measure the force applied. Ideally the invention
provides the additional step of using an accelerometer.
[0022] There is also provided in claim 13 a computer
program comprising program instructions for causing a
computer program to carry out the above measurements
which may be embodied on a record medium, carrier
signal or read-only memory.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0023] The invention will be more clearly understood
from the following description of an embodiment thereof,
given by way of example only, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 illustrates a typical prior art bicycle power
train, showing the components used to transmit pow-
er from pedal through cranks, chain, sprocket, hub,
and rear wheel.

Figure 2 shows a bottom view of a typical cycling
shoe and bicycle cleat.

Figure 3 shows a side view of a typical cycling shoe
and bicycle cleat.

Figure 4 illustrates required values to calculate the
power by using the vertical component Fv of the force
applied to a pedal and crank.

Figure 5 illustrates known values required to calcu-
late the power by using the effective component Feff
of the force applied to a pedal and crank.

Figure 6 illustrates of the overall system architecture
of the present invention.

Figure 7 illustrates a bottom view of the force sensors
and accelerometer embedded in the cleat according
to one aspect of the invention.

Figure 8 illustrates a side view of Figure 7 of the force
sensors and accelerometer embedded in the cleat.

Figure 9 illustrates the directions of the compression,
tension and shear forces at the cleat.

Figure 10 illustrates X and Y axes of an accelerom-
eter with respect to the shoe, cleat, pedal and crank.

Figure 11 illustrates the centrifugal force Fc and grav-
itational force Fg combining to produce total force Ft
at the end of the crank.

Figure 12 illustrates the effect of a non-horizontal
foot position causing tilting of the accelerometer ax-
es.

Figure 13 illustrates the effect of gravity on the total
force Ft at the top of the crank revolution.

Figure 14 illustrates the effect of gravity on the total
force Ft at the bottom of the crank revolution.

Figure 15 illustrates the relationship between the ax-
es of the accelerometer, the force Ft resulting from
Fc and Fg, and the calculated angles θg between
gravity and the accelerometer axis and θp between
the pedal and the crank.

Figure 16 illustrates the relationships between the
measured forces FN and FS resulting from applied
force Fapp, the angle θp between pedal and crank,
the rotational position θc of the crank, and the calcu-
lated force components Fv and Feff.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[0024] Figure 1 shows energy exerted on the pedals
of a bicycle that passes through a sequence of mechan-
ical components (the "power train") before it drives the
rear tyre against the road surface, illustrated generally
by the reference numeral 1. A cyclist presses down on
pedals 2 attached to cranks 3, one on each side. The
cranks 3 rotate on an axle through the bottom of the bi-
cycle frame (known as the "bottom bracket") and drive a
chain ring, 4 which drives the chain 5. The chain 5 drives
a gear (usually selected from one of several) attached to
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the hub of a back wheel 6. The hub of the back wheel 6
rotates on its axle, transmitting torque out through the
spokes to rotate the whole wheel and drive the tyre
against the road surface.
[0025] Referring to Figures 2 and 3, typically for a com-
petition bicycle the cyclist’s shoes, indicated generally
by the reference numeral 10, are locked onto the pedals
2 by quick-release cleats 11. The cleat 11 is normally
made of a hard plastic, and can be tightly bolted to the
bottom of the shoe 10. The pedals 2 are specially shaped
to accept the cleats and are spring loaded to hold them
tightly. When clipped in, the only way to remove the shoe
10 and cleat 11 from the pedal 2 is to rotate them side-
ways. This arrangement ensures the cyclist’s foot does
not slip off the pedal 2, and also allows a cyclist to pull
up on the shoe to impart force on the upward stroke. In
use, cleats 11 become worn and typically have to be re-
placed after six months to a year of use. There are a
number of different cleat and pedal designs available on
the market, and they are generally not compatible with
each other. In the context of the present invention the
term ’embedded’ can mean that the sensor 13 is partially
or wholly within the cleat 11.
[0026] Referring to Figures 4 and 5 the process for
converting the measured force imparted by a cyclist on
a pedal into an accurate power value depends on where
in the power train the force was measured. Force only
produces power when work is done (i.e. something
moves), so calculating power depends on what is moved
and at what rate. The force applied to the pedals causes
the cranks and pedals to rotate, so the movement is ro-
tational.
[0027] The equation to calculate rotational power at
one instant is: 

’P’ is the calculated power, in Watts.
’T’ is the torque, in Newton-metres.
’S’ is the speed of rotation, in radians/second.

[0028] The torque T due to a force applied vertically
via a crank as shown in Figure 4 is: 

’Fv’ is the vertical component of the applied force, in
Newtons.
’L’ is the length of the crank from its centre of rotation
to the pedal, in metres.
’θc’ is the angle of the crank forwards from the top of
its revolution.

[0029] Alternatively, if the force component Feff acting
perpendicular to the end of the crank in the direction of
rotation, as shown in Figure 5, is known at an instant,

then the equation for torque T at that instant is: 

’Feff’ is the effective component of the applied force,
perpendicular to the crank, in Newtons.
’L’ is the length of the crank from its centre of rotation
to the pedal, in metres.

[0030] From these variables it can be seen that calcu-
lating power for each instant requires measurement of
three variable quantities at that instant: the applied force,
the rotational speed (cadence), and the crank angle. It
also requires knowledge of the length of the crank, but
this is fixed and known for any bicycle, and can be entered
into the system by the user.
[0031] By repeatedly measuring the three variable
quantities of force, cadence and angle at known regular
intervals during each revolution of the cranks the cyclist’s
torque and power output at each of those instants may
be calculated, and the average torque and power over a
crank revolution or over a specified period of time can be
derived and displayed to the cyclist. The measurements
taken at regular intervals are referred to as samples, and
the time interval between samples is referred to as the
sampling interval.
[0032] Referring to Figure 6 there is illustrated a sys-
tem to implement the present invention indicated gener-
ally by the reference numeral 20. A pair of cleats 11 are
indicated by the dotted line and are in communication
with a control and display unit 16, for example over a
radio link 17. Each cleat 11 comprises of one or more
force sensor(s) 13, an accelerometer 14 and related
measurement electronics 15 embedded in each cleat 11
and attached to each of the two shoes. The display and
control unit 16, usually battery powered, can be attached
to any convenient place such as the handlebar of the
bicycle or the wrist of the cyclist. The connection between
the sensors and electronics in the cleat and the sensors
and electronics elsewhere in or on the shoe may be by
wired cables on or integrated into the shoe, or may be
by another wireless link such as radio or electromagnetic
induction. It will be appreciated that the preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention is that the sensors 13,
14 are wholly embedded in the cleat 11, for example as
shown in the side view of Figure 8 such that the sensors
are integrally moulded with the cleat during manufacture.
In addition the measurement electronics 15 can be po-
sitioned in the heel of a cyclist shoe. It will be appreciated
that the sensors 13 can be partially or wholly embedded
in the cleat 11. It is envisaged that the sensors 13 can
be replaceable in the cleat depending on the application
required.
[0033] In a preferred embodiment the communication
between the electronics embedded in the cleat and the
display and control unit is by a radio link 17. Each cleat
11 uses the radio to transmit a set of measurement data
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at one or more fixed points on each revolution of the
cranks. In operation each cleat 11 transmits its data in a
short burst when the crank reaches a fixed point on its
revolution, such as the top or the bottom. Because the
two cranks are 180 degrees away from each other this
ensures that the transmissions from each cleat 11 as-
sembly will never interfere with each other. Each burst
of data contains a set of samples or measurements taken
at regular intervals during the crank revolution, and may
include force, cadence, crank angle and accelerometer
information. Each sample has an associated timestamp,
which may be explicit or implicit, to specify its time rela-
tionship to the other samples in the set and to other sets
of samples. The electronics in the cleat 11 may include
processing of the data before it is transmitted to the con-
trol unit 16.
[0034] Referring to Figures 7 and 8 one preferred as-
pect of the invention is described where force is meas-
ured by embedding sensors in the cleats in operation.
As the cyclist applies force through their shoes and cleats
onto the pedals the sensors generate an electrical output
representing the instantaneous force being applied. The
sensors are embedded and positioned in the cleats 11
so that a known fraction of the total applied force is meas-
ured by them, and so that force is sensed at a number
of points, including both the left and right side of each
cleat. The positioning of the force sensors 13 is very ad-
vantageous as more accurate force measurements are
obtained. The sensors can be any force measurement
sensors of appropriate size and measurement range. It
will be appreciated that the positioning of the sensors
depends on the shape or design of the cleat. Ideally the
sensors 13 accurately measure the force applied by po-
sitioning a sensor in the centre line of the shaft. It is en-
visaged that the invention can provide three force sen-
sors to provide accurate measurement of force applied.
[0035] The cleats 11 include separate force sensors
positioned to measure any upward tension (pull up) force,
in addition to those positioned to measure the downward
compression (press down) force. Depending on the ped-
alling style of the cyclist, pull up forces may occur on the
upward pedal stroke, contributing to the total power ap-
plied to the pedals. Detection and measurement of any
pull up force allows a more complete measurement of
the applied power, and a more detailed analysis of the
cyclist’s pedalling style. Separate sensors positioned in
different parts of the cleat are needed for compression
and tension forces because typically these two forces
pass through different parts of the cleat.
[0036] Figure 9 shows another aspect of the present
invention cleat where sensors 13 are positioned to meas-
ure shear force between the cleat and the pedal, at right
angles to the force measured by the compression and
tension force sensors. Combining measurement infor-
mation from the shear, compression and tension force
sensors allows calculation of the direction of the total
force applied to the cleat 11.
[0037] It will be appreciated that the force measure-

ments from the sensors in each shoe are combined to
produce a value for normal force FN downwards from the
shoe through the cleat to the pedal and a value for shear
force FS parallel to the surfaces of the cleat and pedal.
These values must be multiplied by known calibration
constants because only known fractions of the total force
are typically measured by the sensors 13.
[0038] In a further aspect of the present invention, the
invention provides for the accurate measurement of ca-
dence and crank angle by using one or more accelerom-
eters 14 attached to or embedded in the cleat 11, illus-
trated in Figure 10. The accelerometer 14 can measure
acceleration in at least two axes, perpendicular to each
other, and typically this is done using a single acceler-
ometer device that measures in two or more axes. Such
accelerometers 14 are commercially available and usu-
ally provide one electrical output signal for each axis. The
accelerometer is mounted so that both axes are in the
same plane as the plane of rotation of the cranks. As
illustrated in Figure 10 typically one axis is vertical (the
Y axis) and the other is horizontal (the X axis) from front
to back of the bicycle when the cleat 11 and shoe 10 are
horizontal, although any orientation of the axes in the
plane of rotation of the cranks may be used.
[0039] It was found that the accelerometer 14 should
be mounted as close as possible to the axle of the pedal
2, to provide accurate measurement of acceleration forc-
es at the end of the crank 3 without introducing a require-
ment to compensate in the mathematical processing for
a physical offset from the end of the crank. As the crank
3 rotates, the accelerometer 14 attached to cleat 11 will
register the centrifugal force Fc generated by the rotation,
as shown in Figure 11. The direction of the centrifugal
force on the accelerometer will always be away from the
centre of rotation of the crank, so that as the shoe/cleat
assembly containing the accelerometer 14 moves
around at the end of the crank the direction of the cen-
trifugal force acting on the accelerometer will rotate.
Gravity is a constant acceleration acting vertically down-
wards, and it affects the force that is measured by the
accelerometer. The total force Ft measured by the accel-
erometer will be the combination of gravitational force Fg
(constant in direction and magnitude) and centrifugal
force Fc (its direction rotates, and its magnitude varies
as cadence varies).
[0040] In practice, a typical cyclist does not hold their
foot horizontal, or at any fixed angle, as they pedal. It
rocks back and forth around the horizontal by a small
amount, a movement known as "ankling". As the accel-
erometer 14 is attached to the cyclist’s shoe or cleat, the
X and Y axes of the accelerometer will also rock back
and forth slightly around the horizontal, as illustrated in
Figure 12. This means that the axes of the accelerometer
have some unknown changing relationship to the hori-
zontal. However, by making use of the effect of gravity
on the accelerometer 14 the present invention can de-
termine the top and bottom of the crank revolution accu-
rately.
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[0041] The top and the bottom of the crank revolution
is calculated by noting that when the crank is at the top
of its revolution the acceleration due to centrifugal force
and the acceleration due to gravity are in opposite direc-
tions, so the magnitude of the acceleration measured at
the end of the crank 3 is the difference between them,
Fc-Fg, as illustrated in Figure 13. Conversely, when the
accelerometer 14 is at the bottom of the crank revolution
the centrifugal acceleration and gravity’s acceleration are
both downwards, so the magnitude of the measured ac-
celeration is the sum of the two of them, Fc+Fg, as illus-
trated in Figure 14. Thus, the magnitude of the measured
acceleration will be a minimum at the top of the revolution
and a maximum at the bottom. The invention found that
finding the minimum and the maximum magnitude in a
series of acceleration measurements allows accurate
identification of the top dead centre (TDC) and bottom
dead centre (BDC) of the revolution independently of the
orientation of the accelerometer 14 with respect to the
horizontal. This provides two absolute reference points
for the angular position of the crank.
[0042] The absolute angular position of the crank 3 at
all measurement points between these two reference
points is determined by using time. By making the rea-
sonable assumption of a constant rate of rotation be-
tween the reference points at TDC and BDC, and by using
the elapsed time from the most recent TDC or BDC the
angular position of the crank 3 at a specified time can be
calculated.
[0043] In another important aspect of the present in-
vention it is possible to derive the cleat and pedal angle
using accelerometer measurements, as described in
Step 6 of the algorithm mentioned below. In order to cal-
culate torque and power it is necessary to know either
Fv the vertical component of the force, or Feff the com-
ponent perpendicular to the crank, as already illustrated
in Figures 4 and 5. To calculate Fv or Feff requires the
magnitude and angle of the force Fapp applied by the
cyclist at the time of each sample, and the angle must
be with respect to the position of the crank at the time of
the sample.
[0044] The magnitude of Fapp and the direction of Fapp
with respect to the axes of the accelerometer 14 can be
calculated from the normal force FN and the shear force
FS measured by the embedded force sensors 13. In order
to calculate the direction of Fapp with respect to the crank
3 it is necessary to know the angle of the accelerometer
axes with respect to the crank at the time of the sample.
[0045] This can be calculated using the measurements
from the accelerometer 14, which is attached to the cleat
and shoe assembly. The total force Ft acting on the ac-
celerometer 14 is a combination of centrifugal force Fc
and gravitational force Fg. The direction and magnitude
of Ft is provided by the values from the accelerometer,
the magnitude of Fc can be calculated using the cadence
and the length of the crank, and the magnitude of Fg is
a known constant whose variations due to location and
altitude are negligible for these calculations. This allows

calculation of the direction of both Fc and Fg with respect
to the axes of the accelerometer. As the direction of Fc
is directly outwards from the line of the crank, and the
direction of Fg is always vertically downwards, this allows
calculation of the angle θp between the crank and the
plane of the cleat and pedal, as illustrated in Figure 15.
It also gives the angle of tilt of the cyclist’s shoe and foot
forwards or backwards from the true horizontal at the
instant of the sample.
[0046] In order to calculate torque and power the crank
angle θc, the pedal to crank angle θp, and the magnitudes
of the normal and shear forces FN and FS allow calcula-
tion of both Fv the vertical component of the applied force,
and Feff the effective component perpendicular to the
crank, as illustrated in Figure 16. Either of these forces
can be used to calculate the torque at the crank 3, and
by combining this with the speed of crank rotation, the
power may be calculated.
[0047] It will be appreciated that the above measure-
ments can be implemented using an algorithm for calcu-
lating the values of cadence, torque and power at the
time of any sample. Each sample includes the following
measurements for each crank:

• FX and FY, the components of the force due to ac-
celeration along the X and Y axes of the accelerom-
eter, representing the combined acceleration forces
Fc and Fg.

• FN and FS, the normal and shear forces in the plane
of the pedal and cleat, representing the applied force
Fapp. FN may be positive (compression) or negative
(tension).

[0048] These can be used to calculate cadence, torque
and power separately for each of the left and right cranks.
The calculations for the left and right crank will produce
the same value for cadence, but may produce different
values for torque and power depending on the power
balance between the left and right feet of the cyclist. The
total torque and total power output of the cyclist at any
instant is the sum of the torque and the sum of the power
from the left and right sides.
[0049] An example algorithm to implement the present
invention for using FX, FY, FN and FS to calculate ca-
dence, torque and power at the instant of any sample is
as follows:

1. FX and Fy allow calculation of the angle and mag-
nitude of the total force Ft acting at the end of the
rotating crank at the time of the sample. The angle
of Ft is with respect to the axes of the accelerometer.
Ft is the result of centrifugal force Fc and gravitational
force Fg.
2. In a set of samples taken during one revolution of
the cranks the minimum magnitude of Ft identifies
the top dead centre (TDC) of the revolution, and the
maximum magnitude of Ft identifies the bottom dead
centre (BDC). TDC and BDC are relative to the true
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vertical (defined by gravity).
3. The time between the most recent TDC and BDC
points allows calculation of the speed of crank rota-
tion S (the cadence).
4. For any sample, the cadence and the time since
the most recent TDC or BDC allows calculation of
the angle θc of the crank forward from TDC at the
time of the sample.
5. The cadence and the length of the crank allows
calculation of the magnitude of the centrifugal force
Fc at the time of any sample.
6. Using the magnitude of Fc, the magnitude of Fg
(a known constant) and the magnitude and angle of
Ft allows calculation of the angle of Fg with respect
to the axes of the accelerometer. This gives the angle
θa between true vertical and the plane of the pedal
and cleat at the time of the sample.
7. Using θc and θa allows calculation of the angle θp
between the crank and the pedal at the time of the
sample.
8. Using θp and the normal and shear forces FN and
FS measured by the sensors allows calculation of
the effective force Feff perpendicular to the crank and
vertical force Fv at the time of the sample. FN and
FS are derived from the multiple force sensors in the
cleat and must be multiplied by calibration constants
before use.
9. The torque T at the time of the sample is calculated
from Feff, and the length L of the crank. Alternatively,
the torque T can be calculated from the vertical force
Fv, the crank angle θc and the length L of the crank.
10. The power P at the time of the sample is calcu-
lated from the torque T and the cadence S.

[0050] The display and control unit 16 receives the data
at regular intervals from both left and right cleats, and
continuously processes the data to produce figures for
torque and power output, power balance between left
and right feet, and cadence. The unit 16 displays these
figures to the cyclist, as they are of immediate interest
during training and competition. The unit 16 records the
figures at regular intervals for later analysis.
[0051] The unit 16 can also record other information
for later analysis. Specifically, it can record the values
measured from each force sensor and from each accel-
erometer at various points on each revolution of the
cranks. This allows detailed analysis of pedalling style
by examining how the cyclist applies force to the pedals,
including variation in total applied force as the cranks
rotate, variation in the side-to-side forces from each foot,
and variations in the front-to-back angle of each foot. This
information can help a cyclist identify areas where im-
provements in pedalling efficiency can be achieved.
[0052] The system can be used with an enhanced dis-
play and control unit 16 intended for use in a laboratory
or static test environment. The enhanced unit supports
display and real-time analysis of all of the values being
measured by the system. This is designed for use by

coaches and trainers to observe a cyclist in action so that
they can provide feedback on possible improvements to
pedalling technique.
[0053] The system may be integrated with other meas-
urement and monitoring systems, to include quantities
such as speed, heart rate, air temperature, altitude and
geographical location.
[0054] It will be appreciated that the techniques de-
scribed above can be applied for measuring force and
repetitive movements in shoes in other sports, such as
running, rowing and skiing. In addition the techniques
disclosed by the present invention can be applied for re-
habilitation and physiotherapy on static and mobile bicy-
cles or with static bicycles in a laboratory for research.
The embodiments in the invention described with refer-
ence to the drawings comprise a computer apparatus
and/or processes performed in a computer apparatus.
However, the invention also extends to computer pro-
grams, particularly computer programs stored on or in a
carrier adapted to bring the invention into practice. The
program may be in the form of source code, object code,
or a code intermediate source and object code, such as
in partially compiled form or in any other form suitable
for use in the implementation of the method according to
the invention. The carrier may comprise a storage medi-
um such as ROM, e.g. CD ROM, or magnetic recording
medium, e.g. a floppy disk or hard disk. The carrier may
be an electrical or optical signal which may be transmitted
via an electrical or an optical cable or by radio or other
means.

Claims

1. A measurement device for a bicycle cleat (11) to
measure a cyclist’s power output, in response to an
external force provided by said cyclist applied to a
bicycle (1), comprising a force sensor (13), charac-
terised in that said force sensor (13) is embedded
in the bicycle cleat (11) wherein said embedded force
sensor (13) comprises a first sensor substantially po-
sitioned near the inner edge of said cleat (11) and a
second sensor substantially positioned near the out-
er edge of said cleat (11).

2. The measurement device of claim 1 further compris-
ing an accelerometer (14).

3. The measurement device of claim 1 or 2 wherein the
embedded force sensor (13) comprises a third sen-
sor substantially positioned near the centre of said
cleat (11).

4. The measurement device of any preceding claim
wherein said force sensor (13) comprises means for
measuring the compression force applied to said
cleat (11).
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5. The measurement device of any preceding claim
wherein said force sensor (13) comprises means for
measuring the shear force applied to said cleat (11).

6. The measurement device of any preceding claim
wherein a separate force sensor (13) embedded in
said cleat (11) comprises means for measuring the
tension on the cleat (11) when said cleat (11) is being
pulled upwards, in response to a force provided by
said cyclist.

7. The measurement device of claim 2 wherein said
accelerometer (14) comprises means to measure
pedalling cadence.

8. The measurement device of claim 2 wherein said
accelerometer (14) comprises means to detect the
true top of a crank revolution.

9. The measurement device of claim 2 wherein said
accelerometer (14) comprises means to detect the
true bottom of a crank revolution.

10. The measurement device of claim 2 wherein said
accelerometer (14) comprises means to measure
the angular position of the crank (3).

11. The measurement device of claim 2 wherein said
accelerometer (14) comprises means to measure
forward/backward tilt of the pedal (2).

12. A method of measuring a cyclist’s power output, in
response to an external force provided by said cyclist
applied to a bicycle, characterised by the step of
using a force sensor embedded in a bicycle cleat to
measure the force applied wherein said embedded
force sensor comprises a first sensor substantially
positioned near the inner edge of said cleat and a
second sensor substantially positioned near the out-
er edge of said cleat.

13. A computer program comprising program instruc-
tions for causing a computer to perform the method
of claim 12 in the measurement device of any of
Claims 1 to 11 when the program instructions are
executed by the computer.

Patentansprüche

1. Messvorrichtung für einen Fahrrad-Clip (11) zum
Messen der aufgebrachten Leistung eines Fahrrad-
fahrers als Reaktion auf eine von dem Fahrradfahrer
bereitgestellte, auf ein Fahrrad (1) ausgeübte exter-
ne Kraft, umfassend einen Kraftsensor (13), da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Kraftsensor (13)
in dem Fahrrad-Clip (11) eingebettet ist, wobei der
eingebettete Kraftsensor (13) einen im Wesentli-

chen in der Nähe des inneren Rands des Clips (11)
positionierten ersten Sensor und einen im Wesent-
lichen in der Nähe des äußeren Rands des Clips (11)
positionierten zweiten Sensor umfasst.

2. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, weiter umfas-
send einen Beschleunigungsmesser (14).

3. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der
eingebettete Kraftsensor (13) einen im Wesentli-
chen in der Nähe des Mitte des Clips (11) positio-
nierten dritten Sensor umfasst.

4. Messvorrichtung nach einem der vorangehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der Kraftsensor (13) Mittel zum
Messen der auf den Clip (11) ausgeübten Druckkraft
umfasst.

5. Messvorrichtung nach einem der vorangehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der Kraftsensor (13) Mittel zum
Messen der auf den Clip (11) ausgeübten Schubkraft
umfasst.

6. Messvorrichtung nach einem der vorangehenden
Ansprüche, wobei ein in dem Clip (11) eingebetteter
getrennter Kraftsensor (13) Mittel umfasst, um den
Zug auf dem Clip (11) zu messen, wenn der Clip (11)
als Reaktion auf eine von dem Fahrradfahrer bereit-
gestellte Kraft nach oben gezogen wird.

7. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Be-
schleunigungsmesser (14) Mittel zum Messen der
Trittfrequenz umfasst.

8. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Be-
schleunigungsmesser (14) Mittel zum Erfassen des
wahren obersten Punkts einer Kurbelumdrehung
umfasst.

9. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Be-
schleunigungsmesser (14) Mittel zum Erfassen des
wahren untersten Punkts einer Kurbelumdrehung
umfasst.

10. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Be-
schleunigungsmesser (14) Mittel zum Messen der
Winkelstellung der Kurbel (3) umfasst.

11. Messvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Be-
schleunigungsmesser (14) Mittel zum Messen der
Neigung nach vorne/hinten des Pedals (2) umfasst.

12. Verfahren zum Messen der aufgebrachten Leistung
eines Fahrradfahrers als Reaktion auf eine von dem
Fahrradfahrer bereitgestellte, auf ein Fahrrad aus-
geübte externe Kraft, gekennzeichnet durch den
Schritt des Verwendens eines in einem Fahrrad-Clip
eingebetteten Kraftsensors zum Messen der ausge-
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übten Kraft, wobei der eingebettete Kraftsensor ei-
nen im Wesentlichen in der Nähe des inneren Rands
des Clips positionierten ersten Sensor und einen im
Wesentlichen in der Nähe des äußeren Rands des
Clips positionierten zweiten Sensor umfasst.

13. Computerprogramm, umfassend Programmanwei-
sungen zum Veranlassen eines Computers, das
Verfahren nach Anspruch 12 in der Messvorrichtung
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11 auszuführen,
wenn die Programmanweisungen von dem Compu-
ter ausgeführt werden.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de mesure pour une cale de vélo (11) ser-
vant à mesurer la puissance de sortie d’un cycliste,
en réponse à une force externe fournie par ledit cy-
cliste et exercée sur un vélo (1), comportant un cap-
teur de force (13), caractérisé en ce que ledit cap-
teur de force (13) est intégré dans la cale de vélo
(11), dans lequel ledit capteur de force intégré (13)
comporte un premier capteur positionné sensible-
ment à proximité du bord intérieur de ladite cale (11)
et un deuxième capteur positionné sensiblement à
proximité du bord extérieur de ladite cale (11).

2. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 1, com-
portant par ailleurs un accéléromètre (14).

3. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2, dans lequel le capteur de force in-
tégré (13) comporte un troisième capteur positionné
sensiblement à proximité du centre de ladite cale
(11).

4. Dispositif de mesure selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit capteur
de force (13) comporte un moyen servant à mesurer
la force de compression exercée sur ladite cale (11).

5. Dispositif de mesure selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit capteur
de force (13) comporte un moyen servant à mesurer
la force de cisaillement exercée sur ladite cale (11).

6. Dispositif de mesure selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel un capteur
de force séparé (13) intégré dans ladite cale (11)
comporte un moyen servant à mesurer la tension
sur la cale (11) quand ladite cale (11) est tirée vers
l’avant, en réponse à une force fournie par ledit cy-
cliste.

7. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel ledit accéléromètre (14) comporte un moyen
servant à mesurer la cadence de pédalage.

8. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel ledit accéléromètre (14) comporte un moyen
servant à détecter le véritable point haut d’un tour
de manivelle.

9. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel ledit accéléromètre (14) comporte un moyen
servant à détecter le véritable point bas d’un tour de
manivelle.

10. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel ledit accéléromètre (14) comporte un moyen
servant à mesurer la position angulaire de la mani-
velle (3).

11. Dispositif de mesure selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel ledit accéléromètre (14) comporte un moyen
servant à mesurer l’inclinaison avant/arrière de la
pédale (2).

12. Procédé servant à mesurer la puissance de sortie
d’un cycliste, en réponse à une force externe fournie
par ledit cycliste et exercée sur un vélo, caractérisé
par l’étape consistant à utiliser un capteur de force
intégré dans une cale de vélo pour mesurer la force
exercée, dans lequel ledit capteur de force intégré
comporte un premier capteur positionné sensible-
ment à proximité du bord intérieur de ladite cale et
un deuxième capteur positionné sensiblement à
proximité du bord extérieur de ladite cale.

13. Programme informatique comportant des instruc-
tions de programme servant à amener un ordinateur
à effectuer le procédé selon la revendication 12 dans
le dispositif de mesure selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 11 quand les instructions de pro-
gramme sont exécutées par l’ordinateur.
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