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(54) Composite Substrates with Predetermined Porosities

(57) A porous composite substrate (12) that includes
reinforcement material disposed within a resin matrix
(12). The resin matrix (12) includes a first matrix region

(14) with a first density, and a second matrix region with
a second density that is different than the first density.
The first matrix region includes a plurality of pores (20)
that are formed by pore forming material.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to composite sub-
strates and, in particular, to composite substrates with
predetermined porosities that may be utilized, for exam-
ple, within a porosity reference standard or during eval-
uation of defects in gas turbine engine components.
[0002] Non-destructive investigation "NDI" may be
performed on organic matrix composite components to
inspect for defects such as delaminations and/or rela-
tively high porosities (e.g., typically greater than 2%). The
term "porosity" describes a ratio of a volume of pores or
voids within a composite component to a volume of com-
posite component material. Non-destructive investiga-
tion may be performed using non-destructive investiga-
tion "NDI" machines such as, for example, ultrasound
machines and thermography machines.
[0003] NDI machines are typically calibrated utilizing
a porosity reference standard that includes a plurality of
test panels, each having a different porosity level and
depth within the panel. A typical test panel may include
a polytetrafluoroethylene or plastic inclusion that is in-
serted within a composite test panel body. The inclusion
is designed to replicate a certain porosity level when the
test panel is inspected by an NDI machine. Alternatively,
a composite test panel body may include a plurality of
drilled apertures that are similarly designed to replicate
a certain porosity level when the test panel is inspected
by an NDI machine. Such test panels, however, may be
difficult to implement in practice, which may lead to delays
in delivering high cost organic matrix composite compo-
nents to customers.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0004] According to a first aspect of the invention, a
porous composite substrate includes a resin matrix and
reinforcement material. The resin matrix includes a first
matrix region surrounded by a second matrix region. The
first matrix region includes a plurality of pores formed by
pore forming material, and a first density. The second
matrix region includes a second density that is different
than the first density. The reinforcement material is dis-
posed within the second matrix region.
[0005] According to a second aspect of the invention,
a porosity reference standard is provided for non-de-
structive inspection of a composite material. The refer-
ence standard includes a composite first test panel and
a composite second test panel. Each test panel includes
reinforcement material disposed within a resin matrix that
includes a first matrix region and a second matrix region.
The first matrix region includes a plurality of pores formed
by pore forming material, and a first density. The second
matrix region includes a second density that is different
than the first density.
[0006] The foregoing features and the operation of the

invention will become more apparent in light of the fol-
lowing description and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIG. 1 is perspective illustration of a porous compos-
ite substrate, and an enlargement of a section of a
first matrix region included in the composite sub-
strate;
FIG. 2 is a perspective illustration of another porous
composite substrate, and an enlargement of a sec-
tion of a first matrix region included in the composite
substrate;
FIG. 3 is a sectional illustration of another porous
composite substrate;
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional illustration of the compos-
ite substrate illustrated in FIG. 3;
FIG. 5 is a sectional illustration of another porous
composite substrate;
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of the compos-
ite substrate illustrated in FIG. 5; and
FIG. 7 is a partial sectional illustration of a gas turbine
engine component.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] FIG. 1 is perspective illustration of a porous
composite substrate 10 (e.g., an organic matrix compos-
ite "OMC" substrate). The composite substrate 10 in-
cludes a resin matrix 12 with a first matrix region 14 (e.g.,
a relatively porous matrix region with a porosity between
about 0.1 and 25 percent) having a first density, and a
second matrix region 16 (e.g., a relatively non-porous
matrix region with a porosity between about zero and two
percent) having a second density that may be different
(e.g., greater) than the first density. The second density
may be, for example, between about two to twenty five
percent greater than the first density. The resin matrix 12
includes resin 18 and a plurality of pores 20.
[0009] FIG. 2 is a perspective illustration of another
porous composite substrate 22. The composite substrate
22 includes a resin matrix 24 with a first matrix region 26
having a first density, and a plurality of second matrix
regions 28 each having a second density that may be
different (e.g., greater) than the first density. The first
matrix region 26 is arranged between the second matrix
regions 28. The resin matrix 24 includes resin 30 and a
plurality of pores 32.
[0010] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the type and/or com-
ponents of the resin 18, 30 included in the resin matrix
12, 24 may be selected based on design parameters for
each particular application of the substrate. Examples of
suitable resins may include polyepoxides (e.g., thermo-
setting epoxies), maleimides (e.g., bismaleimide), and
thermosetting or thermoplastic polyimides. Other exam-
ples of suitable resins may include polyesters, cyanate
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esters and benzoxazines. Other composite substrate
embodiments, however, may include alternative resins
that are selected based on the design parameters for
each particular application of the substrate.
[0011] The pores 20, 32 may be distributed, for exam-
ple, substantially uniformly throughout the first matrix re-
gion 14, 26, respectively. The pores may have, for ex-
ample, circular cross-sectional or spherical geometries
as illustrated in FIG. 1, and/or elongated (e.g., elliptical)
cross-sectional geometries as illustrated in FIG. 2. The
pores may be sized having overall dimensions (e.g., di-
ameters for the circular geometries or major axis dimen-
sions for the elongated geometries) between, for exam-
ple, about 0.002 and 0.010 inches. Other composite sub-
strate embodiments, however, may include pores having
alternative cross-sectional geometries and/or sizes that
are selected based on the design parameters for each
particular application of the substrate.
[0012] The term "pore" is used herein to describe both
an actual gas or vacuum filled cavity, and a solid material
body that simulates a gas or vacuum filled cavity during
non-destructive investigation "NDI" techniques such as,
for example, ultrasound or thermography NDI tech-
niques. The pores 20, 32 are formed, for example, with
pore forming material that may include microballoon filler,
microsphere filler and/or blowing agent (e.g., a thermally
controlled, chemical blowing agent).
[0013] The microballoon filler includes a plurality of mi-
croballoons. Each microballoon includes a gas or vacu-
um filled cavity that forms a respective one of the pores
(e.g., pores 20 in FIG. 1). The microballoons may be con-
structed from materials that are the same as or simulate,
for example, the resin or other filler materials or reinforce-
ment materials disposed within the resin matrix. Exam-
ples of suitable microballoon materials may include
glass, phenolic resin, ceramic, carbon, thermosetting
polymers and/or thermoplastic polymers. Other compos-
ite substrate embodiments, however, may include micro-
balloons constructed from alternative materials that are
selected based on the design parameters for each par-
ticular application of the substrate.
[0014] The microsphere filler includes a plurality of sol-
id microspheres. The microspheres may be constructed
from materials that simulate gas or vacuum filled cavities
during non-destructive investigation techniques such as,
for example, ultrasound or thermography NDI tech-
niques. Examples of suitable microsphere materials may
include glass, phenolic resin, ceramic, carbon, thermo-
setting polymers and/or thermoplastic polymers. Other
composite substrate embodiments, however, may in-
clude microspheres constructed from alternative materi-
als that are selected based on the design parameters for
each particular application of the substrate.
[0015] The blowing agent includes a blowing agent ma-
terial (e.g., chemical foaming agent) that decomposes,
within the resin matrix, into gas that forms a plurality of
gas filled cavities during manufacture of the composite
substrate. Each gas filled cavity forms a respective one

of the pores (e.g., pores 32 in FIG. 2). The blowing agent
material may be selected to decompose over a relatively
narrow temperature range (e.g., between about one to
eighteen degrees Fahrenheit) that occurs, for example,
just prior to gelation or vitrification of the resin. The blow-
ing agent material may include, for example, benzenesul-
fonyl hydrazide to form pores within a bismaleimide
based resin matrix. Other examples of suitable blowing
agents may include azodicarboamides and p,p’-oxybis
(sulfonylhydrazide). Other composite substrate embod-
iments, however, may include alternative blowing agent
materials that are selected based on the design param-
eters for each particular application of the substrate.
[0016] Referring still to FIGS. 1 and 2, the composite
substrate 10, 22 may also include reinforcement material
disposed within the first matrix region 14, 26 and/or the
second matrix region(s) 16, 28. The reinforcement ma-
terial may include a plurality of reinforcement material
fibers that are, for example, woven into a sheet or ar-
ranged into a unidirectional tape. Alternatively, the rein-
forcement material may include a plurality of reinforce-
ment material filler particles. Examples of suitable rein-
forcement materials may include carbon, aramid, fiber-
glass, glass and/or ceramic. Other composite substrate
embodiments, however, may include alternative rein-
forcement materials that are selected based on the de-
sign parameters for each particular application of the sub-
strate.
[0017] The composite substrates 10, 22 may be man-
ufactured utilizing composite molding methods such as
autoclave molding, compression molding, resin transfer
molding, etc. During manufacture of the composite sub-
strate 10 illustrated in FIG. 1, for example, a first woven
sheet of fiber reinforced material is fully or partially pre-
impregnated with, for example, a substantially homoge-
neous mixture of resin and microballoon filler. The resin
within the first woven sheet is subsequently partially
cured to provide a relatively porous first layer of prepreg
fiber reinforced material; e.g., a layer with a porosity be-
tween about one tenth and ten percent. A second woven
sheet of fiber reinforced material is also fully or partially
preimpregnated with the resin, and subsequently partial-
ly cured to provide a relatively non-porous second layer
of prepreg fiber reinforced material; e.g., a layer with a
porosity less than about zero to two percent. The first
layer is stacked on the second layer, and the stack may
be placed into an autoclave. The stack is heated, which
bonds the first layer and the second layer together into
the composite substrate 10. The first layer forms the first
matrix region 14, and the second layer forms the second
matrix region 16.
[0018] In another example, during the manufacture of
the composite substrate 22 illustrated in FIG. 2, a sub-
stantially homogeneous mixture of resin and blowing
agent is processed into an uncured resin film. One or
more sheets of reinforcement material are fully or partially
preimpregnated with resin to provide a first set of prepreg
sheets. One or more additional sheets of reinforcement
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material are fully or partially preimpregnated with resin
to provide a second set of prepreg sheets. The uncured
resin film is arranged between the first set of prepreg
sheets and the second set of prepreg sheets to provide
a stack. The stack is subsequently heated and com-
pressed such that the uncured resin film migrates into
the prepreg sheets within the first matrix region 26. Prior
to (e.g., just prior to) gelation or vitrification of the resin,
the blowing agent decomposes and creates a plurality of
gas filled cavities that form the pores 32 in the first matrix
region 26.
[0019] FIG. 3 is a sectional illustration of another po-
rous composite substrate 34. FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional
illustration of the composite substrate 34. The composite
substrate 34 includes fibrous reinforcement material dis-
posed within a resin matrix 36 (e.g., CYCOM® 5250-4
resin manufactured by Cytec, which is located in Wood-
land Park, NJ). The resin matrix 36 has a first matrix
region 38 (e.g., a relatively porous matrix region with a
porosity between about 0.1 and 10 percent) that is sur-
rounded on each side by (e.g., embedded within) a sec-
ond matrix region 40 (e.g., a relatively non-porous matrix
region with about zero porosity). The first matrix region
38 has a first density (e.g., between about 1.23 and 1.25
grams per cubic centimeter (g/cc) for a bismaleimide
based matrix). The second matrix region 40 has a second
density (e.g., between about 1.12 and 1.25 g/cc for the
bismaleimide based matrix) that may be different (e.g.,
greater) than the first density. The resin matrix 36 in-
cludes resin and a plurality of pores disposed throughout
the first matrix region 38.
[0020] The composite substrate 34 may be manufac-
tured utilizing composite molding methods such as auto-
clave molding, compression molding, resin transfer
molding, liquid molding, etc. For example, the first matrix
region 38 may be created by cutting an uncured resin
film of resin and blowing agent into a circular disk. The
cut resin film is disposed between, for example, two sets
of preimpregnated sheets of reinforcement material to
provide a stack. The stack may be compressed and heat-
ed such that the cut resin film migrates into portions of
the preimpregnated sheets within the first matrix region
38, and the blowing agent decomposes and forms the
pores.
[0021] FIG. 5 is a sectional illustration of another po-
rous composite substrate 42. FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional
illustration of the composite substrate 42. The composite
substrate 42 includes fibrous reinforcement material dis-
posed within a resin matrix 44. The resin matrix 44 has
a first matrix region 46 that is surrounded on each side
by (e.g., encased within) a second matrix region 48. The
composite substrate 42 may also have a third matrix re-
gion 50, a fourth matrix region 52 and a fifth matrix region
54, which are partially surrounded by the second matrix
region 48. The first matrix region 46 has a first density.
The second matrix region 48 has a second density that
may be different (e.g., greater) than the first density. Each
of the third, fourth and fifth matrix regions 50, 52, 54 also

have a respective density that may be different (e.g., less)
than the second density. The densities of the third, fourth
and fifth matrix regions may also be different than the
first density. The resin matrix 44 includes resin, and a
plurality of pores disposed throughout the first, third,
fourth and fifth matrix regions 46, 50, 52 and 54.
[0022] The composite substrate 42 may be manufac-
tured utilizing composite molding methods such as auto-
clave molding, compression molding, resin transfer
molding, liquid molding, etc. For example, the first, third,
fourth and fifth matrix regions 46, 50, 52 and 54 may be
created by preimpregnating respective sheets of fiber re-
inforced material with, for example, a substantially ho-
mogeneous mixture of resin and microballoon filler. The
resin in the preimpregnated sheets may be partially cured
to provide relatively porous insert layers of preimpreg-
nated fiber reinforce material. Each insert layer may be
cut into a desired shape, and respectively arranged be-
tween relatively non-porous core layers of preimpregnat-
ed fiber reinforced material to provide a stack. The stack
may be compressed and heated to create the composite
substrate.
[0023] The composite substrates 10, 22, 34 and 42
illustrated in FIGS. 1-5 may be used for a variety of dif-
ferent applications. A porosity reference standard for
non-destructive inspection of a composite material, for
example, may include a plurality of composite test panels
respectively molded from a plurality of porous composite
substrates according to the present invention. Each of
the composite substrates (e.g., test panels) in the refer-
ence standard may be constructed having a first matrix
region with a different determinable porosity. The poros-
ity of each composite substrate may be determined, for
example, during manufacture based on the quantity of
the pore forming material added to the resin. A total vol-
ume of the microballoon cavities can be calculated, for
example, based on the quantity of the microballoon filler
added to the resin. Similarly, a total volume of gas filled
cavities that are created within the first matrix region by
a blowing agent may be calculated based on the quantity
of the blowing agent added to the resin, and the blowing
agent decomposition characteristics.
[0024] In some embodiments, each test panel may in-
clude a plurality of different defect levels; e.g., where
each test panel includes a plurality of the second matrix
regions.
[0025] In another example, a porous composite sub-
strate according to the present invention may be molded
into at least a portion of a gas turbine engine component
(e.g., a shaft, a rotor blade, a stator vane, etc.). FIG. 7 is
a partial sectional illustration of a gas turbine engine com-
ponent 52 that includes one or more flanges 54 and 56.
The composite substrate may be molded such that its
first matrix region is located, for example, at a corner 58
of the flange 54. Various durability and stress tests may
be performed on the component 52 and the flange 54 to
determine how such a gas turbine engine component
with a porous region (e.g., greater than 2%) will perform
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during engine operation. Such a technique may be used,
for example, where NDI techniques are difficult to per-
form.
[0026] While various embodiments of the present in-
vention have been disclosed, it will be apparent to those
of ordinary skill in the art that many more embodiments
and implementations are possible within the scope of the
invention. Accordingly, the present invention is not to be
restricted except in light of the attached claims and their
equivalents.

Claims

1. A porous composite substrate, comprising:

a resin matrix comprising a first matrix region
surrounded by a second matrix region, wherein
the first matrix region comprises a plurality of
pores and a first density, wherein the second
matrix region comprises a second density that
is different than the first density, and wherein
the pores are formed by pore forming material;
and
reinforcement material disposed within the sec-
ond matrix region.

2. The composite substrate of claim 1, wherein the pore
forming material comprises at least one of a plurality
of microballoons and a plurality of microspheres.

3. The composite substrate of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
pore forming material comprises blowing agent that
forms a plurality of gas filled cavities during substrate
manufacture, and wherein a first one of the plurality
of the gas filled cavities forms a respective one of
the pores.

4. The composite substrate of any of claims 1 to 3,
wherein a first one of the plurality of the pores com-
prises one of an elongated geometry and a spherical
geometry.

5. The composite substrate of any preceding claim,
wherein the reinforcement material comprises a plu-
rality of core layers of fiber reinforced material, and
optionally further comprising an insert layer of fiber
reinforced material that is disposed within the second
matrix region and between adjacent core layers.

6. The composite substrate of any preceding claim,
wherein the resin matrix and the reinforcement ma-
terial are formed into at least a portion of a gas turbine
engine component, and optionally:

the second matrix region is arranged in one of
a corner and a flange of the engine component;
and/or

the engine component comprises one of a shaft,
a rotor blade and a stator vane.

7. The composite substrate of any preceding claim,
wherein the resin matrix further comprises a third
matrix region that comprises a plurality of second
pores and a third density that is different than the
second density.

8. The composite substrate of any preceding claim,
wherein the pores are substantially uniformly distrib-
uted within the first matrix region.

9. A porosity reference standard for non-destructive in-
spection of a composite material, comprising a com-
posite first test panel and a composite second test
panel, each test panel comprising reinforcement ma-
terial disposed within a resin matrix that comprises
a first matrix region and a second matrix region,
wherein the first matrix region comprises a plurality
of pores and a first density, wherein the second ma-
trix region comprises a second density that is differ-
ent than the first density, and wherein the pores are
formed by pore forming material.

10. The porosity reference standard of claim 9, wherein
the first matrix region in the first test panel comprises
a first porosity, and wherein the first matrix region in
the second test panel comprises a second porosity
that is different than the first porosity.

11. The porosity reference standard of claim 9 or 10,
wherein the pore forming material comprises:

at least one of a plurality of microballoons and
a plurality of microspheres; and/or
blowing agent that forms a plurality of gas filled
cavities during test panel manufacture, and
wherein a first one of the plurality of the gas filled
cavities forms a respective one of the pores.

12. The porosity reference standard of any of claims 9
to 11, wherein a first one of the plurality of the pores
in the first test panel comprises one of an elongated
geometry and a spherical geometry.

13. The porosity reference standard of any of claims 9
to 12, wherein the reinforcement material in the first
test panel comprises a plurality of core layers of fiber
reinforced material, and optionally the first test panel
further comprises an insert layer of fiber reinforced
material, that is disposed within the second matrix
region and between adjacent core layers.

14. The porosity reference standard of any of claims 9
to 13, wherein the first matrix region in the first test
panel is surrounded by the second matrix region.
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15. The porosity reference standard of any of claims 9
to 14, wherein the resin matrix in the first test panel
further comprises a third matrix region that compris-
es a plurality of second pores and a third density that
is different than the second density.
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