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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to wireless com-
munications, and more particularly, to a method of trans-
mitting reference signals in a cooperative wireless com-
munication system (i.e., multi-cell cooperative wireless
communication system or a relay-based wireless com-
munication system) and a method of allocating radio re-
sources (RRs) in the relay-based wireless communica-
tion system.

Background Art

[0002] In next generation multimedia mobile commu-
nication systems, which have been actively studied in
recent years, there is a demand for a system capable of
processing and transmitting a variety of information (e.g.,
video and wireless data) in addition to an early-stage
voice service. In order to maximize efficiency of a limited
radio resource in a mobile communication system, meth-
ods for more effectively transmitting data in time, space,
and frequency domains have been proposed.
[0003] Orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) uses a plurality of orthogonal subcarriers. Fur-
ther, the OFDM uses an orthogonality between inverse
fast Fourier transform (IFFT) and fast Fourier transform
(FFT). A transmitter transmits data by performing IFFT.
A receiver restores original data by performing FFT on a
received signal. The transmitter uses IFFT to combine
the plurality of subcarriers, and the receiver uses FFT to
split the plurality of subcarriers. According to the OFDM,
complexity of the receiver can be reduced in a frequency
selective fading environment of a broadband channel,
and spectral efficiency can be increased when selective
scheduling is performed in a frequency domain by using
a channel characteristic which is different from one sub-
carrier to another. Orthogonal frequency division multiple
access (OFDMA) is an OFDM-based multiple access
scheme. According to the OFDMA, efficiency of radio
resources can be increased by allocating different sub-
carriers to multiple users.
[0004] To maximize efficiency in the space domain,
the OFDM/OFDMA-based system uses a multiple-anten-
na technique (e.g., multiple input multiple output (MIMO),
single input multiple output (SIMO), and multiple input
single output (MISO)) which is used as a suitable tech-
nique for high-speed multimedia data transmission by
generating a plurality of time/frequency domains in the
spatial domain. The OFDM/OFDMA-based system also
uses a channel coding scheme for effective use of re-
sources in the time domain, a scheduling scheme which
uses a channel selective characteristic of a plurality of
users, a hybrid automatic repeat request (HARQ)
scheme suitable for packet data transmission, etc.
[0005] To guarantee high-speed data transmission,
each channel through which data is transmitted has to

be estimated with high reliability. It is important to design
a reference signal for channel estimation in order to in-
crease the reliability of channel estimation. The reference
signal is known, in advance, to both the transmitter and
the receiver, and is also referred to as a pilot. A channel
environment may change variously depending on time,
space, and frequency, and thus the reference signal has
to be transmitted to the receiver by designing the refer-
ence signal such that the reliability of channel estimation
can be increased by flexibly coping with the channel en-
vironment.
[0006] FIG. 1 shows an example of a frame structure,
in particular, a frame structure for a long term evolution
(LTE) wireless communication system. A ’frame’ is a data
sequence used according to a physical specification in
a fixed time duration, and is an arbitrary time unit for
processing data in a wireless communication system.
The term ’frame’ is for exemplary purposes only, and thus
its term and structure may differ depending on a type of
the wireless communication system.
[0007] Referring to FIG. 1, the frame for the LTE wire-
less communication system consists of 10 subframes.
Since one frame has a length of 10 milliseconds (ms), a
subframe has a length of 1 ms. One subframe may in-
clude a plurality of OFDM symbols (i.e., 14 OFDM sym-
bols) in a time domain, and may include any number of
subcarriers in a frequency domain. As such, the sub-
frame is time-spanned on the OFDM symbols, and is
frequency-spanned on the subcarriers. One subframe
may include a plurality of basic units. Hereinafter, a basic
unit denotes an allocation unit of reference signals. The
basic unit is time-spanned on the OFDM symbols, and
is frequency-spanned on the subcarriers. The basic units
can be consecutively assigned in the time domain and/or
the frequency domain for data transmission. Preferably,
the number of OFDM symbols for time-spanning the ba-
sic unit is set to a divisor of the number of OFDM symbols
for time-spanning the subframe. For example, if the sub-
frame is time-spanned on 6 OFDM symbols, the basic
unit may be time-spanned on one OFDM symbol, two
OFDM symbols, three OFDM symbols, or six OFDM sym-
bols.
[0008] A ’resource block’ is a term used in association
with the basic unit in the LTE wireless communication
system. The resource block is a unit of allocating radio
resources to a user. In the LTE wireless communication
system, one resource block may consist of 12 subcarriers
by 7 OFDM symbols.
[0009] The aforementioned frame structure is for ex-
emplary purposes only, and thus the number of sub-
frames included in the frame, the number of OFDM sym-
bols for time- spanning the subframe, the number of sub-
carriers for frequency-spanning the subframe, a structure
of a basic unit included in the subframe, or the number
of basic units included in the subframe may variously
change.
[0010] In general, reference signals are periodically
transmitted in the wireless communication system. In

1 2 



EP 2 332 382 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

particular, according to a conventional method of trans-
mitting reference signals, the reference signals are de-
signed to have a single transmission pattern in the afore-
mentioned frame structure. For example, when one
frame consists of several subframes, specific positions
of each subframe are assigned for reference signals by
each base station (BS), and the BS transmits the refer-
ence signals arranged in the same pattern to a mobile
station (MS).
[0011] The conventional method of transmitting refer-
ence signals is used for a conventional wireless commu-
nication system, i.e., a non-cooperative wireless commu-
nication system in which one MS communicates with only
one BS without cooperative transmission and reception
between cells and/or in which a relay station (RS) is not
used in communication between the MS and the BS. In
the non-cooperative communication system, no problem
has arisen in terms of communication between the MS
and the BS or efficient usage of radio resources, even if
the reference signals are transmitted based on only one
pattern. A cooperative communication scheme of a plu-
rality of BSs and/or a multi-hop transmission scheme us-
ing one or more RSs are considered in a newly proposed
wireless communication system of next generation. How-
ever, the aforementioned conventional method of trans-
mitting reference signals may experience difficulty in ef-
fectively operating communication/transmission
schemes to be newly introduced in a cooperative wireless
communication system.
[0012] Accordingly, there is a need for a new method
of transmitting reference signals so as to effectively op-
erate communication/transmission schemes to be newly
introduced in a cooperative wireless communication sys-
tem.
[0013] US 2008/057864 A1 refers to a relaying method
and system in a communication system having a Base
Station a Mobile Station for communicating with the BS,
and a Relay Station for relaying signals between the BS
and the MS. In the relaying method and system, the BS
generates a BS pilot sequence and transmits the gener-
ated BS pilot sequence to the RS. A partial cross corre-
lation between the BS pilot sequence and an RS pilot
sequence, being the BS pilot sequence relayed by the
RS is always ’0’.
[0014] WO 2008/078830 A1 refers to a method for
transmitting a transmission time interval signal in a cel-
lular network.
[0015] WO 2007/130011 A1 refers to a method and
system processing reference signals for an uplink chan-
nel between a transmitter and a receiver in a wireless
communication network.

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0016] The conventional method of transmitting refer-
ence signals has a characteristic in that a base station

(BS) transmits the reference signals in the same pattern.
The reference signal is a pre-determined transmission
signal between the BS and a mobile station (MS), and is
used by the MS to identify a cell or to perform channel
estimation for demodulation. In the past, all wireless com-
munication systems use the same method of transmitting
reference signals without especially discriminating a
transmission pattern
of each reference signal. For example, in a frame con-
sisting of a plurality of subframes, each BS transmits a
reference signal at a specific position of each subframe.
[0017] Such a method of transmitting reference signals
is not particularly problematic in the conventional simple
wireless communication system in which an MS directly
communicates with one BS and in which cooperative
transmission and reception between cells are not per-
formed between neighboring BSs. However, in a next
generation wireless network in which a wireless relay sta-
tion (RS) is introduced as one constitutional element of
a wireless communication system and/or in which coop-
erative transmission and reception between cells are ex-
pected to be introduced, the conventional method of
transmitting reference signals may cause difficulties in
operating functional elements to be newly introduced.
[0018] For example, it is assumed that the wireless
communication system further comprises one or more
wireless RSs in addition to the MS and the BS. The wire-
less RS receives a downlink signal for MSs from the BS,
and transmits the received downlink signal to the MSs.
In this case, during a time when the wireless RS receives
the signal from the BS, the signal cannot be transmitted
to the MSs at a specific time point via a specific frequency
channel (i.e., downlink channel). This is because, if this
is allowed, the wireless RS may experience that a re-
ceived signal (from the BS) is significantly interfered by
a signal (for the MS) transmitted by the wireless RS itself.
Therefore, at a time point where the wireless RS receives
the signal from the BS via the downlink channel, the MSs
connected to corresponding wireless RSs cannot receive
any signal including a reference signal from the wireless
RSs. However, in this case, if the MSs cannot recognize
a fact that the reference signal is not transmitted at that
time point, channel estimation is attempted on a specific
radio resource region even though the reference signal
is not transmitted. Therefore, a channel estimation value
is inevitably distorted.
[0019] Such a problem is also problematic in a wireless
communication system in which inter-cell cooperation is
introduced. As an example of the wireless communica-
tion system in which inter-cell cooperation is achieved,
it is assumed that two femto-cells having almost overlap-
ping coverage is used. In this case, serious interference
occurs when reference signals are simultaneously trans-
mitted in the two femto-cells. Thus, the reference signals
are preferably transmitted at different time points in the
two femto-cells.
[0020] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method of transmitting reference sig-
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nals that can be used in a wireless communication sys-
tem including a wireless RS and/or supporting inter-cell
cooperation.
[0021] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a method of transmitting refer-
ence signals, whereby a wireless RS and a BS can both
effectively transmit data or whereby a plurality of BSs
supporting cooperative communication can effectively
transmit data in a wireless communication system includ-
ing the wireless RS and/or supporting inter-cell cooper-
ation.
[0022] Meanwhile, when a reference signal or the like
is transmitted according to a conventional method of al-
locating radio resources in the wireless communication
system including the wireless RS and/or supporting inter-
cell cooperation, other types of methods are necessary
to solve the aforementioned problems. In the convention-
al method in which a BS transmits a signal to an MS
and/or an RS only through a downlink band, if a wireless
RS transmits a downlink signal in every subframe, it is
impossible for the BS to transmit a signal to the wireless
RS. Therefore, in this case, the BS can transmit a signal
to the wireless RS only when a band other than the down-
link band is used. This implies that there is a need to
newly design a frame structure for transmitting a refer-
ence signal, a data signal, or the like.

Solution to Problem

[0023] According to an aspect of the present invention,
a method of transmitting reference signals in a wireless
communication system for cooperative communication
is provided according to independent claim 1.
[0024] The transmission patterns of the reference sig-
nals may be defined by using whether the reference sig-
nals are transmitted at each of a plurality of subframes
in a frame unit consisting of the plurality of subframes.
In some or all of the plurality of transmission patterns of
the reference signals, the reference signals may be trans-
mitted in a mutually exclusive manner.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0025] According to the present invention, a base sta-
tion (BS) and a relay station (RS) can transmit reference
signals independently in non-overlapping subframes in
a wireless communication system including the wireless
RS. Further, in a cooperative wireless communication
system in which inter-cell cooperation is achieved, refer-
ence signals can be independently transmitted in non-
overlapping subframes between neighboring BSs having
an overlapping coverage. Alternatively, a BS can transmit
a signal via not only a downlink band but also an uplink
band at a specific time point, and thus radio resources
can be further effectively used.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0026]

FIG. 1 shows an example of a frame structure.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an exemplary structure
of a multi-cell cooperative wireless communication
system as an example of a wireless communication
system according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an exemplary structure
of a relay-based cooperative wireless communica-
tion system as an example of a wireless communi-
cation system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing exemplary transmission
patterns of reference signals according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 5 shows an example of a band switching trans-
mission method according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Mode for the Invention

[0027] FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an exemplary struc-
ture of a multi-cell cooperative wireless communication
system as an example of a wireless communication sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Referring to FIG. 2, the multi-cell cooperative wireless
communication system includes a mobile station (MS),
a serving base station (BS) located in a cell to which the
MS belongs, and M neighboring BSs (where M is an in-
teger greater than or equal to 1). The multi-cell cooper-
ative wireless communication system can be widely de-
ployed to provide a variety of communication services,
such as voices, packet data, etc. Not only the serving BS
but also the neighboring BSs participate in transmission
and reception of downlink (DL) and/or uplink (UL) signals.
[0028] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an exemplary struc-
ture of a relay-based cooperative wireless communica-
tion system as an example of a wireless communication
system according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. Referring to FIG. 3, the relay-based cooperative
wireless communication system includes a BS, a RS (or
cooperative node), and one or more MSs. The relay-
based cooperative wireless communication system can
be widely deployed to provide a variety of communication
services, such as voices, packet data, etc.
[0029] An embodiment of the present invention to be
described below can be used in various wireless com-
munication systems. For example, the embodiment of
the present invention may also apply not only to a com-
munication system having multiple transmit (Tx) anten-
nas but also a single Tx antenna. Such a wireless com-
munication system may be not only a multiple input mul-
tiple output (MIMO) system or a multiple input single out-
put (MISO) system but also a single input single output
(SISO) system or a single input multiple output (SIMO)
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system. In addition, the embodiment of the present in-
vention may apply regardless of a channel coding
scheme of the wireless communication system. That is,
various well-known channel coding schemes (e.g., con-
volutional coding, turbo coding, etc.) may be used.
[0030] Further, the embodiment of the present inven-
tion may be applied to all multi-cell cooperative wireless
communication systems regardless of a method in which
a serving BS and a neighboring BS cooperate with each
other. That is, the embodiment of the present invention
may be applied to the multi-cell cooperative wireless
communication systems regardless of a method of trans-
mitting DL signals by a serving BS and a neighboring BS
in the multi-cell cooperative wireless communication sys-
tem or a method of combining UL signals received by the
serving BS and the neighboring BS.
[0031] An MS may be fixed or mobile, and may be re-
ferred to as another terminology, such as a user equip-
ment (UE), a user terminal (UT), a subscriber station
(SS), a wireless device, etc. The MS includes at least a
transceiver and a processor. The transceiver is an entity
by which the MS can transmit and receive various signals
and data (i.e., UL signals and DL signals) through a wire-
less network such as a mobile communication network.
The processor controls an operation of the MS and gen-
erates a UL signal to be transmitted through the trans-
ceiver or decodes a received DL signal. Further, the proc-
essor performs a function for controlling UL power ac-
cording to the embodiment of the present invention to be
described below.
[0032] A BS(a serving BS, a neighboring BS) is gen-
erally a fixed station that communicates with the MS and
may be referred to as another terminology, such as an
evolved node-B (eNB), a base transceiver system (BTS),
an access point, etc. According to the embodiment of the
present invention, the BS may select a reference signal
arranged in a specific pattern from a plurality of reference
signals, and transmit the selected reference signal to the
RS and/or the MS. In addition, in a wireless communica-
tion system in which a UL band and a DL band are sep-
arated, the BS may select one of the two bands and then
transmit a signal to the RS.

Method of transmitting reference signals

[0033] In a method of transmitting reference signals
according to an embodiment of the present invention, it
is premised that several patterns are used to transmit the
reference signals. An entity (e.g., BS or RS) transmitting
the reference signals selects any one transmission pat-
tern from a plurality of transmission patterns for the ref-
erence signals, and then transmits the reference signals.
In this case, to provide periodicity in the transmission of
the reference signals, the transmission pattern for the
reference signals may be repeated in a certain unit (e.g.,
a frame unit or a multiple unit of a frame).
[0034] A ’frame’ is a data sequence used according to
a physical specification in a fixed time duration, and is

an arbitrary time unit for processing data in a wireless
communication system. For example, in case of a long
term evolution (LTE) wireless communication system,
the frame has a length of 10 milliseconds (ms). The frame
consists of a plurality of subframes (e.g., 10 subframes
in case of the LTE wireless communication system). The
number of subframes constituting one frame may differ
depending on types of wireless communication systems.
The term ’frame’ and its structure used in the present
invention is for exemplary purposes only, and thus its
term and structure may change when using a 4th gener-
ation wireless communication system or other types of
wireless communication systems.
[0035] More specifically, it is assumed that the trans-
mission pattern of the reference signals is repeated in a
frame unit including a plurality of subframes. It is also
assumed that the reference signals cannot be transmit-
ted at any position in each subframe, but the transmission
of the reference signals is allowed only at a specific po-
sition. In this case, each of a plurality of transmission
patterns of the reference signals may be configured in
such a manner that transmission and non-transmission
of the reference signals in a specific subframe are arbi-
trarily combined in a whole frame.
[0036] For example, among the plurality of transmis-
sion patterns, a 1st transmission pattern may be config-
ured such that the reference signals are transmitted only
at odd subframes in the frame. A 2nd transmission pattern
may be configured such that the reference signals are
transmitted only at even subframes in the frame. A 3rd

transmission pattern may be configured such that the
reference signals are transmitted at all subframes con-
stituting the frame.
[0037] Alternatively, among the plurality of transmis-
sion patterns, a 4th transmission pattern may be config-
ured such that the reference signals are transmitted only
at some subframes (e.g., a 1st subframe, a 4th subframe,
a 7th subframe, etc.) in the frame. A 5th transmission pat-
tern may be configured such that the reference signals
are transmitted only at some subframes (e.g., a 2nd sub-
frame, a 5th subframe, an 8th subframe, etc.) in the frame.
A 6th transmission pattern may be configured such that
the reference signals are transmitted only at some sub-
frames (e.g., a 3rd subframe, a 6th subframe, a 9th sub-
frame, etc.) in the frame. Herein, the plurality of trans-
mission patterns may further include the aforementioned
1st to 3rd transmission patterns.
[0038] In this case, preferably, at least some of the
plurality of transmission patterns of the reference signals
are mutually exclusive, and reasons for this will be de-
scribed below. For example, it is assumed that the frame
consists of 10 subframes. In this case, the 1st transmis-
sion pattern may be configured such that the reference
signals are transmitted at 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, and 9th sub-
frames, and the 2nd transmission pattern may be config-
ured such that the reference signals are transmitted at
2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, and 10th subframes. Of course, in the
some of the plurality of transmission patterns of the ref-
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erence signals, subframes at which the reference signals
are transmitted may overlap with another transmission
pattern. In the aforementioned example, the 3rd trans-
mission pattern in which the reference signal are trans-
mitted at all of the 10 subframes may be further included
in the plurality of transmission patterns of the reference
signals. Each of these three transmission patterns is
show in FIG. 4.
[0039] According to the embodiment of the present in-
vention, in a wireless communication system including
an RS and/or supporting cooperative communication be-
tween cells, a plurality of transmission patterns defined
as described above are used to transmit reference sig-
nals. More specifically, when the wireless communica-
tion system includes the RS, each of a BS and the RS
may transmit the reference signals by selecting a mutu-
ally exclusive transmission pattern so that transmission
times of the reference signals do not overlap. For exam-
ple, as shown in FIG. 4, the BS may transmit a reference
signal in each odd subframe by selecting the 1st trans-
mission pattern, and the RS may transmit a reference
signal in each even subframe by selecting the 2nd trans-
mission pattern. In addition, when a plurality of BSs hav-
ing an overlapping coverage participate in cooperative
transmission, the plurality of BSs may transmit reference
signals by selecting mutually exclusive transmission pat-
terns.
[0040] As such, according to the embodiment of the
present invention, when each BS and/or the RS transmit
reference signals according to different transmission pat-
terns, the BS and the RS have to report information on
which transmission pattern is used to a receiving appa-
ratus (i.e., RS or MS). According to the embodiment of
the present invention, there is no particular restriction on
a method of reporting information on the transmission
pattern by the BS or RS to the receiving apparatus, and
a certain control signal (e.g., a signal for reporting cell
information) can be used. In addition, according to an
aspect of the present embodiment, if necessary, the BS
and the RS may report information on which transmission
pattern is used when a reference signal is transmitted in
a neighboring cell for handover or the like.
[0041] When the reference signal is transmitted only
at a part of subframes according to a certain transmission
pattern and when the receiving apparatus knows such
information, on the basis of the information, the RS or
the MS may perform operations such as channel estima-
tion or the like by detecting a reference signal at a sub-
frame including the reference signal. Therefore, accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention, a problem
that the MS or the like attempts to detect a reference
signal at a subframe not including any reference signal,
or incorrect channel estimation caused thereby can be
avoided.
[0042] According to an aspect of the present embodi-
ment, the BS and/or the RS may not report the informa-
tion on which transmission pattern of the reference signal
is used to the receiving apparatus. That is, even if the

information regarding the transmission pattern of the ref-
erence signal is not received in advance, the receiving
apparatus (e.g., MS, etc.) can detect the reference signal
only at the subframe including the reference signal by
using a certain method. Hereinafter, the aforementioned
method will be described in greater detail with reference
to the transmission patterns of FIG. 4.
[0043] First, the MS may detect a reference signal with
respect to all defined transmission patterns of reference
signals, and thereafter calculate reliability on a transmis-
sion pattern of each reference signal based on a magni-
tude of the detected signal. For example, among the
transmission patterns shown in FIG. 4, it is assumed that
a reference signal using the 1st transmission pattern is
transmitted. Further, it is assumed that a method of av-
eraging power of reference signals received at sub-
frames of the respective transmission patterns is simply
used as a signal detection method. In general, a specific
pseudo-noise sequence is used for a reference signal,
and thus a receiving MS correlates a specific sequence
with a region to which the reference signal is predicted
to be transmitted. Consequently, when the specific se-
quence is correlated with a subframe at which the refer-
ence signal is actually transmitted, high receiving (Rx)
power appears. On the other hand, when the sequence
is correlated with a subframe at which the reference sig-
nal is not transmitted, it implies that the pseudo-noise
sequence is correlated with actual noise, and thus Rx
power appears to be close to 0. In such a situation, when
the MS first detects a reference signal based on the 1st

transmission pattern, signal power is added for averaging
only when the reference signal is actually transmitted.
Thus, highest Rx signal power can be obtained. On the
other hand, when the MS detects the reference signal
based on the 2nd transmission pattern, signal power is
added for averaging only when the reference signal is
not actually transmitted. Thus, the lowest Rx signal power
can be obtained. Further, when the MS detects the ref-
erence signal based on the 3rd transmission pattern, Rx
signal power having a median value of the two cases can
be obtained. This is because, in this case, a signal of
great power is received at 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, and 9th sub-
frames, but a signal of small power is received at the
remaining subframes (i.e., 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, and 10th sub-
frames).
[0044] Therefore, according to the embodiment of the
present invention, the receiving apparatus (e.g., MS, etc.)
can determine which transmission pattern is used even
in a state where the BS and/or the RS does not report
which transmission pattern of a reference signal is used.
For this, the MS may use reliability measurement on a
transmission pattern of each reference signal. This is for
exemplary purposes only, and thus the embodiment of
the present invention is not limited thereto. In another
embodiment, the MS may only report information on an
average value of the calculated Rx signal to the BS, and
the BS may determine which a transmission pattern is
used.
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Band switching between BS and RS

[0045] The method of transmitting reference signals
has been described above under the premise that a wire-
less communication system uses a half duplex transmis-
sion scheme or a time division transmission scheme in
which a BS and an RS use downlink region divided in a
time domain. Disadvantageously, however, the afore-
mentioned method of transmitting reference signals has
to be designed so that an MS can process reference sig-
nals of several patterns due to introduction of the RS,
and resource use efficiency is decreased. In a normal
case of a frequency division duplex wireless communi-
cation system using both uplink and downlink, there is a
disadvantage in that a DL signal has to be discontinu-
ously transmitted in order for the RS to receive a signal
from the BS. A new method of transmitting signals be-
tween the BS and the RS to overcome this disadvantage
will be described hereinafter.
[0046] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, when the BS transmits a signal (e.g., data, etc.)
to the RS, it is allowed to use not only a DL band but also
a UL band so as to overcome the disadvantage in that
the RS discontinuously transmits a DL signal. That is,
band switching is allowed for downlink transmission be-
tween the BS and the RS. This will be described below
in greater detail.
[0047] For example, it is assumed that the RS trans-
mits a signal to MSs by using the DL band at a specific
subframe. In this case, according to a conventional signal
transmission method, the RS cannot receive a signal
from the BS through the DL band at the specific subframe.
This implies that the BS cannot transmit any signal
through the DL band used by the RS at the specific sub-
frame, and thus resource use efficiency is decreased to
that extent.
[0048] According to the embodiment of the present in-
vention, to solve the aforementioned problem, at a time
point (e.g., a subframe) where a RS transmits a signal
to an MS by using the DL band, the BS transmits the
signal to the RS by using all or some parts of the UL
band. When the BS uses some parts of the UL band,
remaining parts of the UL band can be used by the MS
to transmit a signal to the RS. The BS can transmit a
signal to the MSs directly communicating with the BS
through the DL band.
[0049] FIG. 5 shows an example of a band switching
transmission method according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 5, through a DL band,
an RS transmits a signal to a first MS (i.e., MS1), and a
BS transmits a signal to a second MS (i.e., MS2). Through
a UL band, the BS transmits a signal to the RS, and the
MS1 also transmits a signal to the RS. In this case, the
UL band which the BS and the MS1 use to transmit sig-
nals is resources divided in time and/or frequency do-
mains. According to an aspect of the present embodi-
ment, the BS can use a frequency for the UL band by not
scheduling users in uplink at a time point (e.g., one or

more subframes in every frame) when the BS intends to
transmit a signal to the RS in uplink. In this case, regard-
ing the remaining subframes, the BS schedules users
(i.e., MSs) on a UL channel, by stopping transmission of
a signal to the RS. As a result, the BS and the RS operate
in a normal UL Rx mode.
[0050] According to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, during a time when a BS transmits a
signal to an RS through a UL channel, transmission of
several control signals (e.g., sounding reference signal,
channel quality information, etc.) to be transmitted peri-
odically or non-periodically from an MS to the BS needs
to be temporarily stopped or needs to be performed after
a specific delay time. In addition, the BS needs to report
to the RS, in advance, a fact that a signal is transmitted
using all or some parts of a UL band. The BS needs to
have a capability of transmitting a signal through the UL
band. Since the RS can intrinsically receive a signal
through the UL band, an additional function is not re-
quired. However, the RS has to be able to perform signal
transmission and reception at the same time.
[0051] Although the present invention has been par-
ticularly shown and described with reference to exem-
plary embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes in form and details
may be made therein without departing from the scope
of the invention as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A method of transmitting reference signals in a wire-
less communication system for cooperative commu-
nication, configuring a plurality of transmission pat-
terns of the reference signals each having a different
pattern,
wherein one or more relay stations are located within
a cell,
wherein a plurality of base stations and the one or
more relay stations in the cell respectively transmit
the reference signals by using the plurality of trans-
mission patterns of the references signals having a
mutually exclusive relation, so that transmission
times of the reference signals do not overlap, and
wherein the transmission of the reference signals is
performed within a half-duplex operation.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of trans-
mission patterns of the reference signals are config-
ured by using whether the reference signals are
transmitted at each of a plurality of subframes in a
frame unit consisting of the plurality of subframes.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the wireless com-
munication system is a system in which cooperative
communication of a plurality of cells is achieved.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the plurality of base

11 12 



EP 2 332 382 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

stations and the one or more relay stations transmit-
ting the reference signals respectively report infor-
mation on the plurality of transmission patterns of
the reference signals to a receiving apparatus when
the reference signals are transmitted.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the plurality of base
stations and the one or more relay stations transmit-
ting the reference signals also report information on
which of plurality of transmission patterns of the ref-
erence signals are used by a neighboring base sta-
tion and/or the relay station to the receiving appara-
tus.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the receiving appa-
ratus detects the reference signals at only a specific
subframe by using information on the plurality of
transmission patterns of the received reference sig-
nals.

7. The method of claim 3, wherein a mobile station at-
tempts to detect some or all of the reference signals
of subframes corresponding to the plurality of trans-
mission patterns of the reference signals, and meas-
ures reliability on each of the plurality of transmission
patterns of the reference signals by using the detect-
ed result on the reference signals.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the detected result
on the reference signals comprises an average value
of received reference signal power measured within
one frame.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the mobile station
detects the reference signals by using a transmission
pattern of a reference signal having a highest relia-
bility, and performs channel estimation by using the
detected reference signals.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the mobile station
transmits information on the measured reliability to
the base station or the relay station.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the base station or
the relay station instructs the mobile station to detect
the reference signals by using a transmission pattern
of a specific reference signal according to the re-
ceived reliability information.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Senden von Bezugssignalen in ei-
nem drahtlosen kooperativen Kommunikationssys-
tem, wobei eine Mehrzahl von Sendemustern der
Bezugssignale konfiguriert werden, die jeweils ein
unterschiedliches Muster aufweisen,
wobei sich eine oder mehrere Relaisstationen inner-

halb einer Zelle befinden,
wobei eine Mehrzahl von Basisstationen bzw. die
eine oder die mehreren Relaisstationen in der Zelle
die Bezugssignale unter Verwendung der Mehrzahl
von Sendemustern der Bezugssignale senden, die
eine jeweils gegenseitig ausschließende Beziehung
aufweisen, sodass die Sendezeiten der Bezugssig-
nale nicht überlappen, und
wobei die Sendung der Bezugssignale in einem
Halbduplexvorgang durchgeführt wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Mehrzahl der
Sendemuster der Bezugssignale unter Verwendung
davon konfiguriert sind, ob die Bezugssignale an je-
dem von einer Mehrzahl von Subrahmen in einer
Rahmeneinheit, die aus der Mehrzahl der Subrah-
men besteht, gesendet werden.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das drahtlose
Kommunikationssystem ein System ist, in dem eine
kooperative Kommunikation einer Mehrzahl von Zel-
len erreicht wird.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Mehrzahl der
Basisstationen bzw. die eine oder die mehreren Re-
laisstationen, die die Bezugssignale senden, jeweils
eine Information über die Mehrzahl der Sendemus-
ter der Bezugssignale an eine Empfangsvorrichtung
melden, wenn die Bezugssignale gesendet werden.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Mehrzahl der
Basisstationen und die eine oder die mehreren Re-
laisstationen, die die Bezugssignale senden, auch
eine Information darüber an die Empfangsvorrich-
tung melden, welche der Mehrzahl der Sendemuster
der Bezugssignale von einer benachbarten Basis-
station und/oder der Relaisstation verwendet wer-
den.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Empfangs-
vorrichtung die Bezugssignale nur an einem be-
stimmten Subrahmen unter Verwendung einer Infor-
mation über die Mehrzahl der Sendemuster der emp-
fangenen Bezugssignale erkennt.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, wobei eine Mobilstation
versucht, einige oder alle der Bezugssignale der
Subrahmen zu erkennen, die der Mehrzahl der Sen-
demuster der Bezugssignale entsprechen, und die
Zuverlässigkeit an jedem der Mehrzahl der Sende-
muster der Bezugssignale unter Verwendung des
erkannten Ergebnisses an den Bezugssignalen
misst.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das erkannte Er-
gebnis an den Bezugssignalen einen Mittelwert ei-
ner empfangenen Bezugssignalleistung umfasst,
die innerhalb eines Rahmens gemessen wurde.
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9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Mobilstation
die Bezugssignale unter Verwendung eines Sende-
musters eines Bezugssignals erkennt, das eine
höchste Zuverlässigkeit aufweist, und eine Kanalab-
schätzung unter Verwendung der erkannten Be-
zugssignale durchführt.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Mobilstation
eine Information über die gemessene Zuverlässig-
keit an die Basisstation oder die Relaisstation sen-
det.

11. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Basissta-
tion oder die Relaisstation die Mobilstation anweist,
die Bezugssignale unter Verwendung eines Sende-
musters eines bestimmten Bezugssignals gemäß
der empfangenen Zuverlässigkeitsinformation zu er-
kennen.

Revendications

1. Procédé d’émission de signaux de référence dans
un système de communication sans fil pour une com-
munication coopérative, configurant une pluralité de
motifs d’émission des signaux de référence ayant
chacun un motif différent,
dans lequel une ou plusieurs stations de relais sont
situées dans une cellule,
dans lequel une pluralité de stations de base et la
ou les stations de relais dans la cellule émettent res-
pectivement les signaux de référence par utilisation
de la pluralité de motifs d’émission des signaux de
référence ayant une relation mutuellement exclusi-
ve, de telle sorte que les temps d’émission des si-
gnaux de référence ne se chevauchent pas, et
dans lequel l’émission des signaux de référence est
réalisée dans le cadre d’un fonctionnement semi-
duplex.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la plu-
ralité de motifs d’émission des signaux de référence
sont configurés par utilisation du point de savoir si
les signaux de référence sont ou non émis au niveau
de chacune d’une pluralité de sous-trames dans une
unité de trame consistant en la pluralité de sous-
trames.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le sys-
tème de communication sans fil est un système dans
lequel une communication coopérative d’une plura-
lité de cellules est obtenue.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel la plu-
ralité de stations de base et la ou les stations de
relais émettant les signaux de référence rapportent
respectivement des informations sur la pluralité de
motifs d’émission des signaux de référence à un ap-

pareil de réception lorsque les signaux de référence
sont émis.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la plu-
ralité de stations de base et la ou les stations de
relais émettant les signaux de référence rapportent
également des informations sur lesquels parmi la
pluralité de motifs d’émission des signaux de réfé-
rence sont utilisés par une station de base voisine
et/ou la station de relais à l’appareil de réception.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel l’ap-
pareil de réception détecte les signaux de référence
uniquement au niveau d’une sous-trame spécifique
par utilisation d’informations sur la pluralité de motifs
d’émission des signaux de référence reçus.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 3, dans lequel une
station mobile tente de détecter certains ou l’ensem-
ble des signaux de référence de sous-trames cor-
respondant à la pluralité de motifs d’émission des
signaux de référence, et mesure la fiabilité de cha-
cun de la pluralité de motifs d’émission des signaux
de référence par utilisation du résultat détecté sur
les signaux de référence.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le ré-
sultat détecté sur les signaux de référence comprend
une valeur moyenne de la puissance de signaux de
référence reçus mesurée dans une trame.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la sta-
tion mobile détecte les signaux de référence par uti-
lisation d’un motif d’émission d’un signal de référen-
ce ayant la fiabilité la plus élevée, et réalise une es-
timation de canal par utilisation des signaux de ré-
férence détectés.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la sta-
tion mobile émet des informations sur la fiabilité me-
surée à la station de base ou à la station de relais.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel la
station de base ou la station de relais donne l’ins-
truction à la station mobile de détecter les signaux
de référence par utilisation d’un motif d’émission
d’un signal de référence spécifique selon les infor-
mations de fiabilité reçues.
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