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(54) Heating systems to prevent freezing of condensation in breather tubes

(57) A heating system (31) for an engine (20) breath-
er system (22) includes a housing configured to contain
a heating fluid to be in heat transfer communication with
a portion of the engine breather system (22), such as
with the outlet conduit. A heating fluid supply channel
(42) is connected to a supply of heating fluid that is at a
first pressure and to the housing and arranged to direct

heating fluid into the housing (32). A heating fluid return
channel (44) is connected to the housing and to a supply
of heating fluid that is at a second pressure that is lower
than the first pressure, and is arranged to direct heating
fluid away from the housing. The heating fluid can be
engine oil, engine coolant, compressed air or exhaust
gas.
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Description

Reference To Related Application and Priority Claim

[0001] This application claims the priority of Provision-
al Patent Application No. 61/147,629, filed on 27 January
2009, the entire content of which is incorporated herein
by reference.

Technical Field of the Invention

[0002] This invention pertains to internal combustion
engines, particularly to the treatment of blow-by gases.

Background of the Invention

[0003] Combustion gases are generated during the
operation of an internal combustion engine. A small
amount of these gases can leak past the piston seals of
the internal combustion engine. These gases, commonly
referred to in the art as blow-by gases, need to be re-
leased from the crankcase and are typically re-circulated
into the engine air intake system or exhausted from the
engine. Blow-by gases that are released from the crank-
case carry combustion by-products and oil mist caused
by splashing of the engine’s moving components within
the crankcase and the oil pan. It is known to substantially
remove the oil mist from the blow-by gas prior to intro-
duction into the intake air system. An apparatus that re-
moves oil mist from blow-by gases is commonly referred
to as a breather.
[0004] In a closed breather system, blow by gases
passing through the breather can be re-circulated into
the air intake of the engine, either into the intake manifold
of a normally aspirated engine or into the inlet of a turbine-
driven compressor of a turbocharger arrangement. Alter-
nately, in an open breather system, the blow-by gases
passing through the breather are directed into the ex-
haust system.
[0005] The blow-by gas can contains water vapor. Un-
der some circumstances, this water may condense within
the breather mechanism. Cold temperatures may cause
freezing of this condensation within the breather mech-
anism. The outlet tube of the breather system is probably
a location of increases susceptibility to freezing of water
vapor.
[0006] In an open breather system, if a large amount
of ice could form near the output of the breather mech-
anism, the flow of gas through the mechanism may be
impeded. In a closed breather system, ice may reenter
the engine air intake system. The presence of ice in var-
ious engine components could hinder the engine per-
formance.
[0007] Insulation has been used on outlet tubes of
breather systems. Heat-producing electric resistance
systems have also been used.
[0008] The present inventor has recognized that a
need exists for a mechanism that effectively and consist-

ently prevents the freezing of water within breather sys-
tems.
[0009] The present inventor has recognized that a
need exists for a mechanism to prevent the freezing of
water within breather systems that does not substantially
raise the cost of the system and its production.
[0010] The present inventor has recognized that a
need exists for a mechanism to prevent the freezing of
water within breather systems that does not substantially
increase the complexity and size of the system.

Summary of the Invention

[0011] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion provide a heating system for use with a breather
system on an engine. The breather system comprises
an input for receiving engine gases, an arrangement for
separating engine gases and engine oil and directing en-
gine oil back into the crankcase, and an outlet conduit
for directing engine gases either back into the engine air
intake or to the exhaust. A breather system and breather
is described for example in US Patent No 7,185,643,
herein incorporated by reference. The heating system
according to the herein described embodiments includes
a fluid-driven heat transfer mechanism in heat transfer
communication with the breather.
[0012] According to an exemplary embodiment, the
heating system for the engine breather system includes
a housing configured to contain a heating fluid to be in
heat transfer communication with a portion of the engine
breather system, such as with the outlet conduit. A heat-
ing fluid supply channel is connected to a supply of heat-
ing fluid that is at a first pressure and to the housing and
arranged to direct heating fluid into the housing. A heating
fluid return channel is connected to the housing and to a
supply of heating fluid that is at a second pressure that
is lower than the first pressure, and is arranged to direct
heating fluid away from the housing.
[0013] According to an exemplary embodiment, the
heating system housing surrounds the portion of the
breather system and the heating fluid is in heat transfer
contact with the portion of the breather system.
[0014] According to one embodiment, the supply of
heating fluid includes a supply of engine oil, and an en-
gine oil pump circulating engine oil throughout the engine
by pressurizing engine oil from an engine sump. The
pump has a discharge side for circulating the pressurized
oil. The heating fluid supply channel is connected to the
discharge side of the pump and the heating fluid return
channel is connected to the sump.
[0015] According to another embodiment, the supply
of heating fluid includes a supply of engine coolant, and
a coolant pump circulating coolant throughout the engine
by pressurizing coolant from a lower pressure side to a
higher pressure. The heating fluid supply channel is con-
nected to the higher pressure side of the pump and the
heating fluid return channel is connected to the lower
pressure side of the pump.
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[0016] According to a further embodiment, the supply
of heating fluid includes a supply of engine exhaust gas
in an exhaust gas system having a higher pressure side
and a lower pressure side. The heating fluid supply chan-
nel is connected to the higher pressure side of the ex-
haust gas system and the heating fluid return channel is
connected to the lower pressure side of the exhaust gas
system.
[0017] According to a still further embodiment, the sup-
ply of heating fluid includes an air compressor generating
a supply of compressed air at a higher pressure from a
supply of air at a lower pressure. The heating fluid supply
channel is connected to the supply of compressed air
and the heating fluid return channel is connected to the
supply of air at a lower pressure, such as to ambient air.
[0018] According to another aspect of the aforemen-
tioned embodiments, the housing can be in heat transfer
communication with the portion of the engine breather
system, such as the output conduit, by conduction
through a solid member, such as a plate, and the heating
fluid can be isolated from the portion of the breather sys-
tem.
[0019] Numerous other advantages and features of
the present invention will e become readily apparent from
the following detailed description of the invention and the
embodiments thereof, and from the accompanying draw-
ings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0020] Figure 1 is a schematic drawing of an engine
and closed breather system;
[0021] Figure 2 is a schematic drawing of an engine
and closed breather system with a turbocharger included;
[0022] Figure 3 is a schematic drawing of an engine
with an open breather system;
[0023] Figure 4 is a schematic drawing of the heating
system of the present invention; and
[0024] Figure 5 is a schematic drawing of an alternate
embodiment heating system of the present invention.

Detailed Description

[0025] While this invention is susceptible of embodi-
ment in many different forms, there are shown in the
drawings, and will be described herein in detail, specific
embodiments thereof with the understanding that the
present disclosure is to be considered as an exemplifi-
cation of the principles of the invention and is not intended
to limit the invention to the specific embodiments illus-
trated.
[0026] Figure 1 is a schematic diagram that shows a
vehicle engine 20 with a closed breather system 22.
Closed breather system 22 includes a breather 24 and
an outlet tube 26 as described in U.S. Patent 7,185,643.
Blow-by gases G1 from engine 20 are pressured through
or drawn through the engine 20 into the breather system
22. The gases are channeled by the breather 24 as de-

scribed in US Patent 7,185,643, oil O is removed from
the gases G1, and gases G2 exit the breather 24 through
outlet tube 26. Oil O separated from the gases G1 by the
breather 24 flows downward into the crankcase of the
engine 20. In this particular embodiment, the outlet tube
26 directs the gases G2 into an intake manifold 27 of the
engine 20, where they will reenter the combustion proc-
ess.
[0027] Figure 2 shows a similar arrangement but with
an added turbocharger 28. Gases from the engine 20
enter the breather system 22 and exit the breather 24
through the outlet tube 26. Outlet tube 26 directs the gas-
es G2 to an inlet of an air compressor 29 of the turbo-
charger 28, and the gases G2 along with intake air, is
compressed and enters the intake manifold 27 of the en-
gine 20 and into the combustion process.
[0028] Figure 3 shows the engine 20 with a breather
system 22’. In this embodiment, breather system 22’ is
an open breather system. Outlet tube 26 directs gases
from the breather 24 into the engine exhaust system 30.
[0029] Figure 4 shows the heating system 31 of the
present invention. In the aforementioned embodiments,
heating system 31 is located and arranged to transfer
heat into the breather system 22. Heating system can be
arranged around outlet tube 26. The gases in outlet tube
26 are kept warm by heating system 31. Heating system
31 can be applied to a portion or the entirety of outlet
tube 26.
[0030] In one embodiment, heating system 31 includes
a housing or jacket 32 having baffles 33 as needed to
cause heating fluid to flow around the tube 26 from an
inlet 34 to an outlet 36. A heating fluid supply channel or
tube 42 connects a supply of heating fluid from the engine
to the inlet 34 and a heating fluid return channel or tube
44 connects the outlet 36 to a heating fluid return to the
engine 20.
[0031] The heating system 31 utilizes heating fluids
that are typically already present in an engine. If the en-
gine oil or coolant system is used, heating fluid supply
tube 42 and heating fluid return tube 44 may be tubes
circulating the oil or coolant from engine 20 to heating
system 31.
[0032] If engine oil is used as the heating fluid, the oil
pump that circulates engine oil throughout the engine
can be used as the fluid driver to circulate engine oil
through the jacket 32. Engine oil would be delivered from
some point on the discharge side of the pump (elevated
pressure) to the tube 42 and the tube 44 would be deliver
engine oil from the jacket 32 to a suction side of the oil
pump, such as back to the oil pan (low pressure).
[0033] If engine coolant is used as the heating fluid,
the coolant pump that circulates coolant throughout an
engine and the engine radiator can be used as the fluid
driver to circulate engine coolant through the jacket 32.
Coolant would be delivered from some point on the dis-
charge side of the coolant pump (elevated pressure) to
the tube 42 and the tube 44 would be deliver coolant from
the jacket 32 to a suction side of the coolant pump (lower
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pressure).
[0034] If exhaust gas is used as the heating fluid, the
heating fluid supply channel 42 may be a tube connected
between the exhaust gas manifold and the inlet 34 and
the heating fluid return channel 44 may be a tube con-
nected between the outlet 36 and the engine exhaust
gas pipe further downstream in the exhaust gas system.
The differential pressure between the elevated pressure
of the exhaust gas from the exhaust manifold and atmos-
pheric pressure (or the reduced pressure downstream of
a turbocharger turbine) can be used to drive the exhaust
gas through the jacket 32.
[0035] If compressed air is used as the heating fluid,
heating fluid supply channel 42 may be a tube connected
between the compressed air intake manifold and the inlet
34 and the heating fluid return channel 44 may be con-
nected between the outlet 36 and atmosphere or the com-
pressor air intake. The differential pressure between the
elevated pressure of the compressed intake manifold air
or an inter-stage air pressure and atmospheric pressure
(or the intake air pressure at the compressor air intake)
can be used to drive the compressed air through the jack-
et 32.
[0036] Figure 5 illustrates an alternate embodiment
wherein a conduction member, such as a plate 52 is sol-
idly connected between the tube 26 and a housing 56.
The housing 56 includes a housing inlet 60 and a housing
outlet 62. The plate 52 and the housing 56 are composed
of heat conducting material such as a metal, such as
steel or aluminum. The inlet 60 receives heating fluid
from the heating fluid supply tube 42 and the outlet 62
delivers the heating fluid to the heating fluid return tube
44. The housing can be configured in similar fashion as
the housing 32 shown in Figure 4 or can be a pipe con-
ducting flow in an axial direction along the axis of the
pipe. The heating fluid can be any of those described
above. Heat is transferred from the flowing heating fluid,
though the housing 56, between the housing 56 and the
plate 52 by conduction and between the plate 52 and the
tube 26 by conduction.
[0037] From the foregoing, it will be observed that nu-
merous variations and modifications may be effected
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion. It is to be understood that no limitation with respect
to the specific apparatus illustrated herein is intended or
should be inferred.

Claims

1. A heating system for an engine breather system, the
engine breather system having an input for receiving
engine gases, an arrangement for separating engine
gases and engine oil, and an outlet conduit for di-
recting engine gases, comprising:

a housing configured to contain a heating fluid
to be in heat transfer communication with a por-

tion of the engine breather system;
a heating fluid supply channel connected to a
supply of heating fluid that is at a first pressure
and to the housing and arranged to direct heat-
ing fluid into the housing; and
a heating fluid return channel connected to a
supply of heating fluid that is at a second pres-
sure that is lower than the first pressure and to
the housing and arranged to direct heating fluid
away from the housing.

2. The heating system according to claim 1, wherein
the housing surrounds the portion of the breather
system and the heating fluid is in heat transfer con-
tact with the portion of the breather system.

3. The heating system according to claim 2, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

a supply of engine oil;
an engine oil pump circulating engine oil
throughout the engine by pressurizing engine oil
from an engine sump, the pump having a dis-
charge side for delivering the pressurized oil;
and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the discharge side of the pump and the heating
fluid return channel is connected to the sump.

4. The heating system according to claim 2, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

a supply of engine coolant;
a coolant pump circulating coolant throughout
the engine by pressurizing coolant from a lower
pressure side to a higher pressure; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the higher pressure side of the pump and the
heating fluid return channel is connected to the
lower pressure side of the pump.

5. The heating system according to claim 2, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

a supply of engine exhaust gas in an exhaust
gas system having a higher pressure side and
a lower pressure side; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the higher pressure side of the exhaust gas sys-
tem and the heating fluid return channel is con-
nected to the lower pressure side of the exhaust
gas system.

6. The heating system according to claim 2, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

an air compressor generating a supply of com-
pressed air at a higher pressure from a supply
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of air at a lower pressure; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the supply of compressed air and the heating
fluid return channel is connected to the supply
of air at a lower pressure.

7. The heating system according to claim 6, wherein
the supply of air at a lower pressure is ambient air
at atmospheric pressure.

8. The heating system according to claim 1, wherein
the housing is in heat transfer communication with
the portion by conduction through a solid member
and the heating fluid is isolated from the portion of
the breather system.

9. The heating system according to claim 8, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

a supply of engine fluid;
an engine fluid pump circulating engine fluid
throughout the engine by pressurizing engine
fluid from a lower pressure side to a higher pres-
sure side; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the higher pressure side of the pump and the
heating fluid return channel is connected to the
lower pressure side of the pump.

10. The heating system according to claim 8, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

a supply of engine exhaust gas in an exhaust
gas system having a higher pressure side and
a lower pressure side; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the higher pressure side of the exhaust gas sys-
tem and the heating fluid return channel is con-
nected to the lower pressure side of the exhaust
gas system.

11. The heating system according to claim 8, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

an air compressor generating a supply of com-
pressed air at a higher pressure from a supply
of air at a lower pressure; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the supply of compressed air and the heating
fluid return channel is connected to the supply
of air at a lower pressure.

12. A heating system for an engine breather system, the
engine breather system having an input for receiving
engine gases, an arrangement for separating engine
gases and engine oil, and an outlet conduit for di-
recting engine gases, comprising:

a means for heating the engine breather system;
a heating fluid circulating means for directing
heating fluid to the means for heating, through
the means for heating, and away from the means
for heating.

13. The heating system according to claim 12, wherein
the means for heating comprises a housing that con-
tains heating fluid and surrounds a portion of the out-
let conduit of the breather system.

14. The heating system according to claim 12, wherein
the heating fluid circulating means comprises:

a supply of engine fluid;
an engine fluid pump circulating engine fluid
throughout the engine by pressurizing engine
fluid from a lower pressure side to a higher pres-
sure side; and
a heating fluid supply channel connected to the
higher pressure side and a heating fluid return
channel connected to the lower pressure side,
the heating fluid supply channel and the heating
fluid return channel connected to the means for
heating.

15. The heating system according to claim 12, wherein
the heating fluid circulating means comprises:

a supply of engine exhaust gas in an exhaust
gas system having a higher pressure side and
a lower pressure side; and
a heating fluid supply channel connected to the
higher pressure side of the exhaust gas system
and a heating fluid return channel connected to
the lower pressure side of the exhaust gas sys-
tem.

16. The heating system according to claim 12, wherein
the supply of heating fluid comprises:

an air compressor generating a supply of com-
pressed air at a higher pressure from a supply
of air at a lower pressure; and
the heating fluid supply channel is connected to
the supply of compressed air and the heating
fluid return channel is connected to the supply
of air at a lower pressure.

17. A method of heating an engine breather system, the
engine breather system having an input for receiving
engine gases, an arrangement for separating engine
gases and engine oil, and an outlet conduit for di-
recting engine gases, comprising the steps of:

directing a side stream of engine fluid from an
engine fluid system to the engine breather sys-
tem;
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transferring heat from the side stream to the en-
gine breather system.

18. The method according to claim 17, comprising the
further step of:

After the step of transferring heat, returning the
side stream from the engine breather system
back to the engine fluid system.

19. The method according to claim 17, wherein the en-
gine fluid is a fluid selected from the group consisting
of engine oil and engine coolant.

20. The method according to claim 17, wherein the en-
gine fluid is a fluid selected from the group consisting
of compressed air and engine exhaust.

9 10 



EP 2 211 032 A2

7



EP 2 211 032 A2

8



EP 2 211 032 A2

9



EP 2 211 032 A2

10

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 61147629 B [0001] • US 7185643 B [0011] [0026]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

