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Description

Field of Disclosure

[0001] This application is being filed on 17 July 2008,
as a PCT International Patent application in the name of
Donaldson Company, Inc., a U.S. national corporation,
applicant for the designation of all countries except the
US, and Michel Baseotto, Roberto Merckx, Julien Dils,
and Paul R. Coulonvaux, all citizens of Belgium, appli-
cants for the designation of the US only, and claims pri-
ority to U.S. Provisional patent application Serial Nos.
60/961,521, filed July 20, 2007, and 61/126,222, filed
April 30, 2008.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Air cleaners are used to filter combustion intake
air for internal combustion engines on a variety of vehi-
cles and other equipment such as: trucks; buses; off-road
construction equipment; agricultural equipment; gener-
ator sets; etc. Such air cleaners typically include a hous-
ing with a removable and replaceable main filter cartridge
positioned therein. The housing includes a service or ac-
cess cover, for selected access to the internally received
filter cartridge, for servicing. The filter cartridge is typically
serviced by being removed and either: by being replaced
with a factory new cartridge; by being refurbished and
being reinstalled; or, by being replaced with a previously
used, but refurbished, cartridge.
[0003] Issues relating to air cleaner arrangements with
a serviceable filter cartridge include: ensuring proper in-
stallation and sealing; obtaining appropriate support for
the filter cartridge within the air cleaner, against unintend-
ed motion or movement; and/or ensuring that the air
cleaner housing is protected against improper installation
of filter cartridges.
[0004] Improvements in air cleaner assemblies and fil-
ter cartridges therefor, which are directed to these issues,
are described herein.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] According to the present disclosure, an air
cleaner arrangement and components therefore is pro-
vided. The air cleaner arrangement depicted includes a
plurality of features. There is no specific requirement that
an air cleaner assembly and/or components include all
of the features characterized herein, to obtain some ad-
vantage.
[0006] An example air cleaner arrangement is depicted
which provides for internal support for the primary filter
cartridge, as a result of cartridge support mounted in the
housing to extend into the open cartridge interior, during
installation of the primary filter cartridge. The inner sup-
port can be used as a media support for a secondary or
a safety filter. Engagement between the filter cartridge
and the cartridge support can be selected to provide for

both: cantilevered support at a closed end of the filter
cartridge; and, anti-rotational support between the filter
cartridge and the cartridge support.
[0007] An access cover is provided for engagement
with the closed end of the filter cartridge. The access
cover can be provided with structural arrangements al-
lowing for both cantilevered support and anti-rotational
support of the cartridge.
[0008] Herein components for use in an air cleaner are
described. Example components described include a pri-
mary filter cartridge, an optional secondary filter car-
tridge, and an access cover.
[0009] An example primary filter cartridge is provided,
which includes a second end cap or closed end cap re-
mote from the first, open, end cap. The second end cap
includes an outer surface with a receiving groove therein,
typically a serpentine receiving groove. Another surface
can also be provided with a projection that extends into
a receiver on an access cover.
[0010] An internal surface of the second end cap is
configured for engagement with a cartridge support. The
internal surface can be configured to provide for one or
both of: cantilevered support of the filter cartridge of the
second end by the cartridge support; and, anti-rotational
engagement between the filter cartridge and the cartridge
support.
[0011] In another aspect of the present disclosure, a
filter cartridge is provided which includes an open end
with a seal projection thereon. A seal support is embed-
ded in the seal projection. In the example, the seal pro-
jection is integral with the remainder of an end cap having
an air flow opening therein. In a specific example depict-
ed, the seal support is integral with an inner liner around
which the media pack is provided. The inner liner can
further include a media support shoulder, against which
an end of the media pack is positioned.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0012]

Fig. 1 is a schematic side elevational view of an air
cleaner assembly according to the present disclo-
sure.
Fig. 2 is a schematic access end perspective view
of the air cleaner assembly of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a schematic end elevational view of the as-
sembly of Fig. 1, the depiction of Fig. 3 being taken
toward an access cover.
Fig. 4 is a schematic, exploded, perspective view of
the air cleaner assembly of Figs. 1-3.
Fig. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the air
cleaner assembly of Figs. 1-4, Fig. 5 being taken
along line 5-5, of Fig. 3.
Fig. 5A is an enlarged, fragmentary, schematic, view
of a first selected, portion of Fig. 5.
Fig. 5B is an enlarged, fragmentary, schematic, view
of a second, selected, portion of Fig. 5.
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Fig. 6 is a schematic exploded view of a second em-
bodiment of an air cleaner assembly including fea-
tures described herein.
Fig. 7 is a schematic access cover end elevational
view of the assembly depicted in Fig. 6.
Fig. 8A is a schematic cross-sectional view of a por-
tion of the assembly depicted in Fig. 5; the view of
Fig. 8 depicting the housing with an internal support
and without a primary filter cartridge installed or a
safety filter installed; and, without an access cover
installed.
Fig. 8B is a schematic cross-sectional view analo-
gous to Fig. 8A, but taken at a different location.
Fig. 9 is a schematic perspective view of the com-
ponentry depicted in Figs. 8A and 8B.
Fig. 10 is an enlarged, schematic, side view of a filter
cartridge usable in the air cleaner assemblies of Figs.
1 and 6; in Fig. 10, the filter cartridge being shown
partially in cross-sectional view.
Fig. 11 is an enlarged cross-sectional, schematic,
view of a closed end cap member of the filter car-
tridge of Fig. 10.
Fig. 12 is a schematic, outside end, view of the end
cap member of Fig. 11; in Fig. 12 line 11-11 indicating
the cross-sectional view of Fig. 11.
Fig. 13 is a schematic view of an inside surface of
the end cap of Fig. 11.
Fig. 14 is a fragmentary, enlarged, schematic view
of a portion of the end cap depicted in Fig. 12.
Fig. 15 is a fragmentary, enlarged, schematic view
of a portion of the end cap depicted in Fig. 13.
Fig. 16 is an enlarged, schematic, end view of an
access cover usable with the air cleaner assemblies
of Figs. 1 and 6.
Fig. 17 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken
along line 17-17, Fig. 16.
Fig. 18 is a fragmentary, schematic, view of a portion
of an inside surface of the access cover of Figs. 16
and 17.
Fig. 19 is an enlarged, fragmentary, schematic, view
of a portion of Fig. 18.
Fig. 20 is schematic end elevational view of a third
embodiment of an air cleaner according to the
present disclosure.
Fig. 21 is a schematic, cross-sectional view taken
along line 21-21, Fig 20.
Fig. 22 is an enlarged, fragmentary, schematic view
of a portion of the assembly depicted in Fig. 21.
Fig. 23 is an enlarged, schematic, cross-sectional
view of a housing body component of the air cleaner
depicted in Fig. 20; the view of Fig. 23 being generally
along line 21-21, Fig. 20.
Fig. 24 is an enlarged, fragmentary, schematic view
of a portion of Fig. 23.
Fig. 25 is an elevational view of the housing body of
Fig. 23,
Fig. 26 is schematic, enlarged, cross-sectional view
of a filter cartridge component of the assembly de-

picted in Figs. 20 and 21.
Fig. 27 is a schematic, enlarged, fragmentary view
of a portion of Fig. 26.
Fig. 28 is a side, cross-sectional view of an access
cover component usable in the assembly Fig. 21.
Fig. 29 is an enlarged, schematic, cross-sectional
view of an inner liner member of the cartridge de-
picted in Fig. 26.
Fig. 30 is an enlarged, fragmentary view of a portion
of Fig. 29.
Fig. 31 is a perspective view of the component de-
picted in Fig. 30.

Detailed Description

I. Example Assemblies

[0013] The reference numeral 1, Fig. 1, generally des-
ignates an example air cleaner assembly according to
the present disclosure. The air cleaner assembly 1 in-
cludes a housing 2 comprising a housing body 3 and an
access cover 4. Access cover 4 is secured in place on
the housing body 3 by a connection arrangement 7. For
the example shown, the connection arrangement 7 com-
prises a plurality of latches 8.
[0014] The housing body 3 includes a side wall 10 hav-
ing a first open end 10a, over which access cover 4 is
mounted. Opposite the first end 10a, the housing side
wall includes a second end 10b. The second end 10b
includes a housing end wall 11 thereon, having air flow
aperture or port 12 therethrough. End wall 11 is typically
not removable from side wall 10, and in some instances
it is formed integral with wall 10. In typical examples,
access cover 4 and housing body 3 comprise glass filled
polypropylene molded to the selected configuration.
[0015] In general, the access cover 4 is mounted in
such a manner that when connection arrangement 7 (i.e.,
latches 8) is released, access cover 4 can either be re-
moved from housing body 3, or be moved to a position
allowing access to an interior of the housing body 3
through end 10a. For the particular example air cleaner
assembly depicted in Fig. 1, access cover 4 is removably
mounted to housing body 3, by latches 8.
[0016] The air cleaner assembly 1 further includes an
air flow port or aperture 15 providing air flow communi-
cation with an interior of the housing 2. For the particular
example shown, air flow aperture 15 is an air flow inlet
in side wall 10; and, air flow aperture port 12 is an air flow
outlet, although alternatives are possible.
[0017] Still referring to Fig. 1, the housing body 3 in-
cludes a mounting arrangement 20 thereon, by which the
air cleaner 1 can be secured to the equipment on which
it will be installed during use, for example a vehicle frame
or equipment frame. The particular mounting arrange-
ment 20 depicted comprises a plurality of mounting pads
21.
[0018] Mounting pads 21 can be located at various
places on a housing body 2, for convenient securement
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to a frame or other portion of the equipment with which
the air cleaner assembly 1 is to be used. It is noted that
the pads 21 can be positioned at a variety of locations,
such that not all are used; which ones being used being
dependent on the particular equipment configuration.
Thus, housing body 2 may include some mounting pads
21 that are not actually used, in a selected mounting.
[0019] In Fig. 1, some sample dimensions for an ex-
ample arrangement are depicted as follows: AA = 607
mm; AB = 346.1 mm; AC = 174.5 mm; AD = 366.6 mm;
and, AE =102 mm. Of course, principles of the present
disclosure can be applied in a variety of sizes of units,
the dimensions provided merely indicating the example.
[0020] Referring to Fig. 2, the air cleaner assembly 1
is depicted in perspective view, the view being directed
toward access cover 4 and inlet aperture 15. Again, the
housing 2, e.g., side wall 10, can be provided with mount-
ing pads 21 at a variety of locations, allowing for variability
in the type of equipment to which the air cleaner 1 can
be secured, when installed, or orientation of installation.
[0021] Still referring to Fig. 2, the air cleaner assembly
1 depicted includes an evacuator valve arrangement 25
thereon. The evacuator valve arrangement 25 comprises
a diaphragm or other valve member through which water
and/or pre-separated dust can be ejected from an interior
2i of housing 2, during use.
[0022] Still referring to Fig. 2, it is noted that access
cover 4 includes a peripheral rim 30 and end surface 31.
The end surface 31 includes a central recess 32 with an
outwardly directed central projection 33 therein. These
features are discussed further below.
[0023] In Fig. 3, an end elevational view of the air clean-
er 1 is depicted; the view of Fig. 3 being taken toward
access cover 4. Normally, when the air cleaner 1 is in-
stalled, the evacuator valve 25 is directed downwardly.
Thus, the end view of Fig. 3 is generally in the orientation
of typical installation.
[0024] In Fig. 3, example dimensions and angles for
the sample system depicted are as follows: BA = 120°;
BB = 30°; BC = 10 mm; BD = 178 mm; BE = 30°; BF =
146.3 mm; BG = 185.5 mm; and, BH = 31.7 mm; and BI
= 246.5 mm.
[0025] Attention is now directed to Fig. 4, in which air
cleaner assembly 1 is depicted in exploded view. View-
able in Fig. 1 are interiorly received components of the
air cleaner assembly 1. In particular, primary filter car-
tridge 40 is viewable. Optional safety filter 41 is also
shown. Finally, O-ring 42, which is positioned between
access cover 4 and housing body 3, when air cleaner
assembly 1 is assembled, is shown.
[0026] In Fig. 5, a cross-sectional view of the air cleaner
assembly 1 is provided, allowing for viewing of selected,
internal, structural detail. In general, the housing 2 de-
fines a housing interior 2i in which the main or primary
air filter cartridge 40 is received. The air enters the interior
2i through inlet 15, and is directed into an air flow annulus
45 surrounding the air filter cartridge 40. The air is direct-
ed through the air filter cartridge 40, in an out-to-in flow

pattern, during filtering. The cartridge 40 generally in-
cludes a media pack 50 having air filtration media 51
therein. Upon passage through the media pack 50, the
air is filtered. The filtered air passes into an internal car-
tridge support 55 and then outwardly through outlet 12.
[0027] The internal cartridge support 55 is surrounded
by media 41a of an optional safety filter 41, in some ap-
plications. In such applications, as the air passes into
cartridge support 55, it passes through media 41a of the
safety filter 41. The safety filter 41 can be left off in those
applications in which a safety or secondary filter is not
desired.
[0028] The general description provided is of a "for-
ward flow" arrangement. By this it is meant that, during
filtering, air flow passes from an outside of the primary
filter cartridge 40 through to an open interior 60 defined
by the media pack 50 (i.e., out-to-in.) Selected principles
described herein can be applied in alternate or reverse
flow arrangements, in which an opposite direction of flow
during filtering occurs; i.e., in which air flow, during filter-
ing, is from inner region 60 through the media pack 50.
[0029] In a typical air cleaner, the inlet port 15 is sur-
rounded by structure 15a (and the outlet port 12 is sur-
rounded by structure 12a) to which duct work or other
flow passageway equipment can be attached, for use.
[0030] It is noted that in Fig. 5 the air cleaner assembly
1 is depicted without latches 8 mounted thereon, for con-
venience.
[0031] Referring still to Fig. 5, the main cartridge 40 is
a service component, i.e., it is removable and replaceable
within interior 2i without damage to either the cartridge
40 or the housing 2. Service access to interior 2i is pro-
vided by opening access cover 4. Typically this is con-
ducted by removing access 4 from end 10a of side wall
10.
[0032] Because cartridge 40 is a service component,
it needs to be removably sealed in the air cleaner housing
2, to avoid flow into outlet 12 of unfiltered air. The filter
cartridge 40 is provided with a housing seal arrangement
65, for this.
[0033] More specifically, media pack 50 includes op-
posite ends 50a, 50b. End 50a is secured to end cap 66.
For the particular example shown, end cap 66 is a mold-
ed-in-place end cap 66a. By this it is meant that the end
cap 66 is molded onto the media pack 50. A typical ma-
terial useable for molded in place end caps, is a foamed
polyurethane such as described in US 6, 955, 701; US
2007/009040; and US 7, 070, 642 each being incorpo-
rated herein by reference.
[0034] End cap 66 is an open end cap, i.e., it includes
a central opening 68 therethrough. Central opening 68
fits over support structure 55, during installation of car-
tridge 40 into air cleaner body 3. End cap 66 includes
seal projection 70 thereon. The seal projection 70 is sized
and shaped to be received within a receiver pocket 75 in
the housing body 3, to form a housing seal therewith.
Thus, projection 70 defines the housing seal or seal mem-
ber 65, for the example shown. Further example shown,
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seal projection 70 is molded integral with a remainder of
end cap 66.
[0035] Still referring to Fig. 5, it is noted that within seal
projection 70 is embedded seal support member 70a.
Seal support member 70a is a rigid structural member
which, by being embedded within seal projection 70, pro-
vides support to a radially outwardly directed seal formed
by seal projection 70. Seal support 70a can comprise
structure integral with inner liner 71 of cartridge 40; or, it
can be a separate member embedded within projection
70.
[0036] End 50b of media pack 50 includes second end
cap 80 thereon. The second end cap 80 is a closed end
cap; meaning it has no central apertures therethrough.
The example end cap 80 depicted is not molded-in-place,
but rather comprises a preform 81 first formed (typically
by molding) and then secured to the end 50b of media
pack 50; for example with a potting adhesive. An example
material for end cap 80 is a molded ABS potted with a
hard polyurethane.
[0037] It is noted that as depicted below in the example
embodiment of Figs. 20-31, the second end cap 80 can
comprise a composite including a preform member se-
cured in place with an overmold, to end 10b of the media
pack 50.
[0038] Still referring to Fig. 5, the cleaner assembly 1
is depicted including optional safety cartridge 41 having
an end cap, end piece or ring 91 and safety filter media
41a. Safety filter media 41a is embedded in the end ring
91. The end ring 91 includes an open central aperture
92 by which it can fit around a portion of cartridge support
55.
[0039] In general terms, the safety filter media 41a is
positioned between the main cartridge 50 and interior 55i
of cartridge support 55. Thus, to reach interior 55i of sup-
port 55 and be directed outwardly through outlet 12, the
filtered air from cartridge 50 passes through safety media
41a.
[0040] Still referring to Fig. 5, attention is directed to
internal cartridge support 55. The cartridge support 55
has a side frame 55s which extends from a base region
55b (adjacent housing end 11) to an opposite outer end
55v (adjacent housing sidewall end 10a). The side frame
55s generally includes flow apertures 55f therethrough.
The particular example support 55 depicted comprises
a side frame 55s which includes a grid of longitudinal
extensions 551 and radial, hoop, cross-extensions 55c.
[0041] For the example shown, the side wall 55s ex-
tends with a narrowing taper from base 55b to end 55t;
i.e., side frame 55s has a generally conical shape in this
region. The conical angle, c, i.e., internal acute angle of
slant, is typically at least 1°, usually at least 2° and often
within the range of 2° to 10° inclusive.
[0042] Referring to Fig. 5, it is noted that base 55b, of
support 55 includes an imperforate region 55y in base
55b.
[0043] For the particular example arrangement 1 de-
picted in Fig. 5, the support 55 is molded integral with

tube 95 that defines air flow aperture 12. Indeed, the par-
ticular example housing body 3 depicted is a single (plas-
tic) molded component comprising side wall 10, inlet 15,
tube 95 and cartridge support 55.
[0044] In Fig. 5, some example dimensions are provid-
ed as follows: CA = 285 mm; and, CB = 157.8 mm. In
Fig. 5, a central longitudinal axis for support 55 is indi-
cated at X.
[0045] Attention is now directed to Fig. 5A, an enlarged
fragmentary portion of Fig. 5; and, to Fig. 5B, a second
enlarged fragmentary portion of Fig. 5.
[0046] Referring first to Fig. 5B, housing 3 includes a
tube 95 defining outlet 12. Surrounding tube 95, the hous-
ing body 3 defines a seal receiving pocket 96. The pocket
96 is formed between an outer surface portion 95o of
tube 95 and an outer wall 97, with a pocket end closed
by wall section 98 extending therebetween. Housing seal
70 of cartridge 5 is pushed into the pocket 96 to form a
seal therewith. In particular, housing seal 70 is pressed
radially outwardly against wall 97, by seal support 70,
and/or wall 95o, to form an outwardly directed, peripheral,
radial housing seal 65. (Pocket 96 corresponds to pocket
75, Fig. 5.)
[0047] Alternate seals can be used on cartridges in ac-
cord with the present disclosure, including ones having
an internal radial seal in general accord with US,
5,547,480; 6,652,614; WO 2007/022171; 6,039,778; and
6,955,701, each of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence. For example, base section 55b of support 55 can
be configured to accommodate an internally, radially, di-
rected seal in general accord with these references.
[0048] Referring now to Fig. 5A, extending across end
55v of side wall 55s, support 55 includes end member
55t. There is no specific requirement that end member
55t be closed, i.e., closed against passage therethrough
of air flow. However in a typical application end member
55t will be closed, so as to not provide for an air flow
bypass route around media 41a of safety cartridge 41
(when used).
[0049] Before further detail is provided with respect to
assembly 1, attention is directed to Figs. 6 and 7, in which
an alternate embodiment incorporating principles of the
present disclosure is depicted. Referring to Fig. 6, air
cleaner 101 is depicted in exploded view. The air cleaner
101 includes housing 102 comprising housing body 103
and access cover 4. Cartridge 40 is positionable within
housing body 103. Optional safety filter media 41 is view-
able. Also viewable is O-ring 42.
[0050] In general, the only differences necessary be-
tween air cleaner assembly 101 and air cleaner assembly
1 relate to the specific configuration of the housing body
103 with respect to inlet 107. Inlet 107 in the housing
body includes an inlet duct 108 attached thereto, with an
end piece 109 and a rim 110. Air cleaner 1 is differently
configured with respect to such features.
[0051] Internal features, however, for air cleaner 101,
including the replacement part features concerning the
cartridge 40 can be the same. Each of the air cleaners
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1, 101 can be configured to use the same access cover 4.
[0052] In Fig. 7 an end view of air cleaner assembly
101, taken toward access cover 4, is depicted.
[0053] Returning to assembly 1, attention is now di-
rected to Fig. 8A, a cross-sectional view of housing body
3 (of air cleaner 2, Figs. 1-5) analogous to Fig. 5, but
pictured without: access cover 4; cartridge 40; and safety
element 41. Also, relative to Fig. 1, latches 8 are not
shown on the housing body 3, of Fig. 8A. Further, in Fig.
8A, an evacuator valve 25 (Fig. 1) is not positioned on
body 3, of Fig. 8; however, evacuator aperture 25a,
across which evacuator valve 25 would be positioned for
use, is viewable.
[0054] It is noted that cross section Fig. 8A is not
through a center of center support 55, but rather slightly
toward the viewer from center. Fig. 8B, on the other hand,
is an analogous cross section, but taken through a center
of center support 55.
[0055] In general, the structure (housing body 3) view-
able in Figs. 8A, 8B comprises a single, molded, struc-
tural piece. Of course it can be alternately constructed.
In a typical application, housing body 3, including support
55, will be made as a single, integral, piece from a plastic.
[0056] Referring to Fig. 8A, attention is directed to the
end member 55t on support 55. End member 55t is,
again, opposite base 55b. End 55t projects in a direction
away from outlet 12 toward open end 10a. Indeed, in
some applications of the techniques described herein,
including the examples shown for housing body 3, Fig.
8A, a portion of end member 55t can project outwardly
beyond end 10a of side wall 10, in a direction opposite
end wall 11 and outlet 12; i.e., in a direction toward access
cover 4, when installed.
[0057] For the example depicted, end member 55t in-
cludes two projection sections: first (perimeter ring) pro-
jection 125; and, second (central) projection member
126. Each ofprojection sections 125 and 126 project ax-
ially away from adjacent portions of end member 55t in
a direction away from housing end 11. By "axially" in this
context, it is meant that the projections are in the same
general direction as longitudinal axis X. For the example
shown, first (ring) projection 125 is separated from sec-
ond (center) projection 126 by outer surface recess re-
gion 130 which extends around projection 126. Also, in
the example shown, second ring projection 125 is con-
tinuous and circumscribes (surrounds) center projection
126.
[0058] End 55t member includes an outer surface 55x
and an inner 55z. Recess 130 is in outer surface 55x.
[0059] Herein and when it is said that the projection is
"axial" or extends "axially", it is not meant that the pro-
jection is necessarily perfectly co-linear with central lon-
gitudinal axis X, but rather it is in the same general lon-
gitudinal direction.
[0060] In the particular example depicted, central pro-
jection 126 is conical in shape and would have a circular
cross section in a plane perpendicular to axis X. More
specifically, projection 126 has a conical side wall 126s,

which tapers inwardly toward tip 126t. Tip 126t, however,
is somewhat truncated, and does not necessarily come
to either a sharp point or a completely flat end.
[0061] Referring to Fig. 8A, it is again noted that the
cross-section taken is not through projection 126, but
rather is through a portion of cartridge support 55 located
toward the viewer from projection 126. In Fig. 8A, some
example dimensions are provided as follows: DA = 332.6
mm; DB = 322.4 mm; DE = 174.5 mm; DF = 1.5 mm
radius; DG = 63.8 mm; DH = 25.1 mm; DJ = 5 mm radius;
DK = 3.2 mm; DL = 29.2 mm; and DI = 25.3 mm.
[0062] In Fig. 8B, a second cross-sectional view anal-
ogous to Fig. 8A is depicted, but in this instance taken
through a center line of projection 126. Referring to Fig.
8B, projection 126 can be seen defined by hollow interior
126i projecting axially away from end 11. Still referring
to Fig. 8B, projection ring 125 can also be seen as having
a hollow interior 125i also projecting axially away from
end 11.
[0063] In more general terms, cartridge support end
55t has an outer surface 55x and inner surface 55z. The
example cartridge support end 55t is contoured on both
surfaces 55x, 55z. An example shape is such that there
is a central (in the example shown conical) projection 126
spaced from a ring projection 125 by a recess 130, in the
outer surface 55x. The inner surface 55z is defmed with
a central (for the example shown conical) outer projection
recess 126i spaced from the recessed ring 125i by sur-
face 131i, leaving the observation that surface 131i gen-
erally projects toward end wall 11 and recesses 125i,
126i project away from end wall 11.
[0064] Projection 125 includes an outer perimeter sur-
face 125c, Fig. 8B. For the example shown, perimeter
surface 125c is a smooth, non-contoured surface defin-
ing a circular perimeter, and thus has a generally cylin-
drical shape. The cylinder surface 125c may taper in-
wardly slightly in extension away from end wall 11 in
some applications. End member 55t includes a periph-
eral shoulder 55p projecting radially outwardly from a
base end of surface 125c. Surface 125c is defined to
project through aperture 92 at end cap 91 of a safety
element 41, Fig. 5, when used. Shoulder 55p is sized
and positioned to receive end cap 91 abutting therea-
gainst, when the optional safety element 41 is installed.
[0065] Referring to Fig. 8B, example dimensions are
indicated as follows: EA = 523.2 mm; EB = 10 mm; EC
= 40 mm; ED = 4° conical angle; EE = 88.5 mm; EF =
110.6 mm; EG = 174.5 mm; and EH = 294.6 mm.
[0066] Attention is now directed to Fig. 9. In Fig. 9 a
perspective view of housing body 3 (Figs. 8A, 8B) is pro-
vided; Fig. 9 being taken toward open end 10a. In Fig.
9, central cartridge support 55 is viewable. In particular,
end member 55t of support 55 can be seen. Central pro-
jection 126 is viewable, surrounded by recess 130. Outer
projection 125 is also viewable, including outer circular
wall 125c and an opposite inner wall 125x.
[0067] Central projection 126, recessed surface 130
and ring projection 125 collectively define receiver recess
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130x in outer surface 55x of end 55t. Receiver recess
130x is positioned to receive projecting therein a corre-
sponding projection member on a primary filter cartridge
40 during installation, as discussed below.
[0068] In general terms, outer surface 55x, of end
member 55t defines the first member of a first projec-
tion/receiver arrangement providing for engagement be-
tween the cartridge 5 and the central cartridge support
55. As will be understood from following descriptions,
projections 125, 126, project into receiver sections of a
corresponding primary filter cartridge 40; and, a portion
of a primary filter cartridge 40 projects into receiver 130x
on support 55.
[0069] For the example assembly depicted, the inner
wall 125x of ring projection 125 can be seen to have a
serpentine surface shape with alternating outwardly
curved, concave, sections 134 and inwardly projecting
convex portions 135.
[0070] Herein the term "serpentine" when used to refer
to the definition of a surface or wall, it is meant to refer
to a surface that does not define a circular definition, but
rather includes alternating convex and concave sections
therein.
[0071] For the particular example, serpentine wall sur-
face 125x, eight (8) concave sections 134 are separated
by eight (8) convex portions 135, in extension of wall
125x around center projection 126. For the example de-
picted, each concave section 134 is the same shape and
size as the other concave sections; and, each convex
portion 135 is the same shape and size as the other con-
vex portions. Thus, an eight (8) petal arrangement is de-
fined by wall 125x. For the particular example, serpentine
wall surface 125x depicted, and the petal arrangement
has 8-fold rotational symmetry, i.e., each petal is the
same size and shape as each other petal, and the petals
are evenly, radially, spaced. In this context, the term "8-
fold rotational symmetry" is used to refer to a shape def-
inition which can be rotated around a central axis with
eight evenly radially, spaced positions, in which it can
align with itself. Thus, an octagon has 8-fold rotational
symmetry, whereas (in contrast) a square has 4-fold ro-
tational symmetry.
[0072] In more general terms, serpentine surface 125X
comprises alternating convex and concave sections,
usually at least three concave sections and typically at
least five concave sections and usually 6-10 concave
sections.
[0073] Attention is now directed to Fig. 10. In Fig. 10,
cartridge 40 is shown separate from air cleaner assembly
1. In Fig. 10, a portion of cartridge 40 is shown in
cross-section, facilitating understanding of internal detail.
[0074] Referring to Fig. 10, cartridge 40 comprises me-
dia pack 50. The media pack 50 includes air filtration
media 51. A variety of types of media can be used for
the cartridge 40. The particular example media 51 de-
picted comprises pleated media, with inner pleat tips 51p
and outer pleat tips 51o. The media 51 extends between
first and second opposite media ends 51a, 51b. The

pleated media 51 can be selected from a variety of filtered
media of which are used for air filtration. The particular
efficiency, physical and operational perimeters for the
media 51 are a matter of choice for the application in-
tended. Generally, known filtration media can be used.
[0075] The media pack 50 defines an outer perimeter
50o and an inner perimeter 50i. The outer perimeter 50o
is defined by outer pleat tips 51o. Extending around the
outer pleat tips 51o in a helical pattern, is adhesive bead
140, which helps maintain pleat spacing and provides
pleat support.
[0076] The media pack 50 further includes an inner
liner 141, corresponding to liner 71, Fig. 5. The inner liner
141 is a support liner for the media 51, along inner pleat
tips 51p. The inner liner 141 is porous and can comprise
a plastic or metal structure. For the particular example
cartridge 40 depicted, the inner liner 141 is a plastic struc-
ture comprising a plurality of longitudinal or axial strips
141x and cross or radial hoops or strips 141c.
[0077] In some applications of the techniques de-
scribed herein, the media pack 51 can include an outer
liner, for example a plastic or metal liner.
[0078] At end 51a of the media 51, media pack 50 (i.e.,
media 51 and liner 41) is embedded in end cap 66. End
cap 66 again, is typically a molded-in-place end cap 66a,
including, molded integral therewith, housing seal mem-
ber 65, which, in the example shown, comprises projec-
tion 70. Seal support 70a, again, is embedded in projec-
tion 70.
[0079] The housing seal member 70 includes an outer
(peripheral) seal surface 70o configured with a stepped
or tapered section 70t to facilitate insertion into pocket
96 with compression against wall 97, Fig. 8A, during in-
stallation, see Fig. 5B.
[0080] Still referring to Fig. 10, attention is directed to
end cap 80; in the example depicted comprising pre-form
81. By "preform" in this context, it is meant that the ex-
ample end cap 80 is formed (for example from a molded
plastic) and then media pack 50 is potted thereto, for
example with adhesive. A typical material is molded ABS
potted with hard polyurethane. The example end cap 80
includes outer peripheral rim 150, outer end ring section
151 and central recess section 152.
[0081] As cartridge 5 is assembled, media pack 50 is
potted to end cap 80 by being positioned to project into
recess 155 formed between outer peripheral rim 150 and
central recess section 152. Rib 156 is a circular standoff
rib for the media pack 50, during potting.
[0082] Referring to Fig. 10, it is noted that recess 155
is generally positioned on an opposite side of end cap
80 from ring 151.
[0083] In Fig. 10, example dimensions for the sample
system depicted are provided as follows: FA = 26.5 mm;
FB = 529 mm; FC = 6 mm; FD = 522 mm; FE = 291.6
mm; FF = 176.4 mm; FG = 269 mm; FH = 76 mm; and
FI = 76 mm.
[0084] It is noted that for the sample cartridge 40 de-
picted in Fig. 10, the outer pleat tips 51o form a generally
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conical shape, tapering downwardly in extension from
media end 51a toward media end 51b. Principles de-
scribed herein can be implemented in a variety of shapes
of arrangements including cylindrical ones and conical
ones. When a conical shape is used, typically the angle
of taper will be at least 0.5°, typically at least 1° and often
within the range of 1-4°.
[0085] Preferably, when the cartridge 40 has a conical
shape, the conical taper for the media pack 51 has a
smaller angle of taper, than the conical taper to support
55, Fig. 5, as shown.
[0086] Attention is now directed to Fig. 11, an enlarged
cross sectional view of the end cap 80 depicted in Fig.
10. In Fig. 11, the cross sectional view is of the end cap
80 only, as it would be viewed before being secured to
the media pack 50, Fig. 10.
[0087] Referring to Fig. 11, central recess portion 152
includes the following features: outer peripheral wall 160
and end wall 161. The outer wall 160 generally projects
into interior 60 of the media pack 50, of Fig. 10. Adjacent
or slightly spaced from media pack interior 50i, inner wall
161 generally extends across the interior 60.
[0088] End wall 161 includes inner surface 161 y and
outer surface 161x. The inner surface 161y is generally
directed toward end cap 66 in cartridge 40. Surface 161x
is generally opposite surface 161y, and is directed away
from end cap 66.
[0089] First, inner, surface 161 y includes outer ring
section 162. Radially inwardly from ring section 162 is
provided circular, axially outwardly projecting receiving
pocket or ring recess or receiver 165 defined by outer
wall section 166, inner wall section 167 and end wall sec-
tion 168. By "axially outwardly projecting" in this context,
it is meant that ring receiver 165 generally projects in a
direction opposite end cap 66, Fig. 8A. Ring recess 165
is sized and shaped to receive, projecting therein, ring
projection 125 on the central cartridge support end 55t,
during installation. Ring recess 165 is typically continu-
ous in extension around central axis X. Referring to Fig.
16, it is noted that central section 4c is not necessarily
centered on a center point for perimeter 4p, but rather is
depicted as eccentrically positioned.
[0090] Wall section 167 typically has an surface 167i
in side 161y which has a serpentine shape of alternating
outwardly directed convex and outwardly directed con-
cave (or inwardly directed convex) sections, which en-
gage wall 125x, Fig. 9. That is, serpentine surface 125x,
Fig. 9, pushes around and engages serpentine surface
167i, Fig. 11, in surface-to-surface engagement. As a
result of the petal structure on surface 125x receiving
outwardly projected petals on serpentine wall 167i, when
engagement occurs, end cap 80, and thus cartridge 40,
will not readily rotate relative to central cartridge support
55.
[0091] Alternately stated, once cartridge 40 is installed
over port 55, rotational motion of cartridge 40 around
support 55 is inhibited, as a result of an interference in-
teraction between the petal shape of serpentine wall

125x, and the petal shape of serpentine surface of 167i.
Together, these surfaces form an anti-rotational engage-
ment between cartridge 40 and central cartridge support
55. This helps insure that the cartridge 40 can only be
installed in one of selected rotational orientations relative
to support 55. When eight (8) petals are present in each
of walls 125x, 167i, with 8-fold symmetry, eight rotational
positions are possible.
[0092] Spaced radially inwardly of wall 167, surface
161y includes a central outer projection 170. The central
outer projection 170 includes an outer end section 171
and side wall 173. For the example depicted, the side
wall 173 is generally conical and surrounds central axis x.
[0093] Still referring to Fig. 11, central outer projection
170 is sized to receive projecting therein, central projec-
tion 126 on end 55t of central cartridge support 55, when
the cartridge 40 is installed in the housing 2.
[0094] Central projection 170 further includes base
section 175 with internal surface 176. In general, base
section 125 projects into recess 130x, Fig. 9, during in-
stallation.
[0095] Attention is now directed to outer surface 161x,
Fig. 11. Outer surface 161x includes, defined therein,
receiver groove 180, between walls 167, 175. Outer sur-
face 167o and outer surface 175o of surfaces 167, 175
respectively, are generally each serpentine, forming a
serpentine receiving groove 180 having an outer serpen-
tine surface along wall 167o defined by alternating out-
wardly projecting concave and inwardly projecting con-
vex sections; and, an inner surface along wall 175o de-
fined by outwardly projecting convex and inwardly pro-
jecting concave sections. Typically, outwardly projecting
concave sections of walls 167 are aligned radially with
outwardly projecting convex sections of wall 175; and,
inwardly projecting convex sections of wall 167 are
aligned radially with inwardly projecting concave sections
of wall 175, to form a serpentine receiver groove 180.
Groove 180 is a receiver groove for a projection on ac-
cess cover 4, as discussed below.
[0096] In Fig. 11, example dimension angles are pro-
vided as follows: GA = 20 mm; GB = 2 mm; GC = 2 mm;
GD = 10°; GE = 269 mm; GF = 206 mm; GG = 152 mm;
GH = 97.5 mm; GI = 26 mm; GJ = 46.5 mm; GK = 144.2
mm; GL = 23.8 mm; GM = 2 mm radius; GN = 2 mm; GO
= 8.1 mm; and GP = 46.4 mm.
[0097] In a typical example, the receiver groove 180
has a dimension such that a smallest internal dimension
across a space omregion surrounded by the receiver
groove, as measured for example at XX, Fig. 12, is at
least 10 mm, typically at least 15 mm and often at least
20 mm; for example, the example typically being with in
the range of 20-40 mm, inclusive.
[0098] Attention is directed now to Fig. 12, a schematic,
outer, plan view of pre-form 81, in particular directed to-
wards surface 161x. Central groove 180 is viewable. It
is noted that in Fig. 12, groove 180 is depicted in a sim-
plified, schematic, view. Surfaces of walls 167o, 175o
can be seen from Fig. 11, to taper away from one another,
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from tip 180t of groove 180 outwardly. Contour lines to
depict this are not shown in Fig. 12.
[0099] In Fig. 13 an inside end view of end cap 80 is
depicted, i.e., toward surface 161y.
[0100] Attention is now directed to Fig. 14, an enlarged,
fragmentary, view of a portion of Fig. 12. Groove 180 can
be viewed between walls 167o and 175o. Wall 167o can
be seen to define a serpentine surface, with outwardly
directed concave sections 167x with inwardly projecting
convex sections 167y. The inner surface 175o can be
seen define a serpentine wall with outwardly projecting
convex sections 175x and inwardly projecting concave
sections 175y. In general, concave sections 167x are
aligned with convex sections 175x; and concave sections
175y are aligned with convex sections 167y. The result
is a serpentine groove 180. In a typical preferred appli-
cation groove 180 is sized and shaped such that a con-
tinuous circular projection will not project into groove 180,
but rather such that a continuous projection extending
into groove 180 would preferably have a serpentine
shape.
[0101] In Fig. 15, an enlarged, fragmentary, view of
portion surface 161y is provided. Inner surface 167i com-
prising convex sections 167e and concave sections 167f
is viewable. This surface 167i is configured to engage
surface 125x on support 55, as discussed previously.
[0102] Attention is now directed to Fig. 16. Fig. 16 is
an outer plan view of access cover 4. That is, the view
of Fig. 16 is generally in the direction of arrow 4x, Fig. 1.
Access cover 4 includes a peripheral rim 4p and outer
end surface 4b with central section 4c.
[0103] Referring to Fig. 17, access cover 4 is shown
in cross-sectional view, taken generally along line 17-17,
Fig. 16. Access cover 4 includes interior surface 4y, which
faces in interior of housing 2; and, exterior 4z, which is
opposite. Referring to Fig. 17, at peripheral rim 4p, ac-
cess cover 4 includes perimeter rim section 200. Perim-
eter rim section 200 is sized and positioned to engage
sidewall 10, during installation, Fig. 5.
[0104] Referring to Fig. 17, inner surface 4y comprises
a surface which engages cartridge 40, during installation.
Inner surface 4y includes outer ring section 201, which
overlaps an end 50b of the media pack 50 during instal-
lation, of Fig. 5. Further, radially inwardly from region 201
is inwardly projecting wall 202. Inwardly projecting wall
202 generally projects into interior 60 of cartridge 40,
during installation. Alternately stated, wall 202 is gener-
ally surrounded by end 50b of media pack 50, during
installation.
[0105] Radially inwardly from wall 202, and on surface
4y, is provided projection 210. Projection 210 is sized
and shaped to project within receiving groove 180, Fig.
11, during installation. The projection 210 is typically con-
tinuous in extension around axis X, although alternatives
are possible. Further, projection 210 is typically solid
(non-hollow) and typically includes no apertures there-
through.
[0106] The projection 210 has a radial outer surface

211 and a radial inward surface 212. For the example
shown, the outer surface 211 is generally serpentine,
comprising alternating outwardly convex and inwardly
concave sections; and, inner wall 212 is generally ser-
pentine having corresponding inwardly projecting convex
and outwardly projecting concave regions, which alter-
nate with respect to one another. Outwardly projecting
convex sections of wall 211 are aligned radially with in-
wardly projecting concave sections of wall 212; and, in-
wardly projecting concave sections of wall 211 are radi-
ally aligned with inwardly projecting convex sections of
wall 212.
[0107] As result of the serpentine shape to projection
210, in extension around axis x, the wall 210 is sized and
shaped to be received within serpentine receiving groove
180, Fig. 11.
[0108] Typically the dimension across projection 210,
between opposite portions of inner surface 212, is at least
10 mm, usually at least 15 mm often at least 20 mm, for
example 20-40 mm inclusive. This dimension would cor-
respond to dimension XXX, Fig. 17.
[0109] Due to the serpentine projection to groove 180,
non-rotational engagement is obtainable. That is, when
appropriately sized, cartridge 40 and access cover 4 are
inhibited from rotating relative to one another, once pro-
jection 210 is extended into groove 180. Access cover 4
can be indexed to be mounted in a selected rotational
orientation with respect to the housing side wall 10, to
ensure that the rotational orientation of access cover 4
is such that projection 210 will extend into groove 180,
when the cartridge 40 has been pre-positioned on sup-
port 55.
[0110] Still referring to Fig. 17, wall 210 surrounds cen-
tral outer projection 220, which forms projection 33, Fig.
2. Central outer projection 220, in surface 4y, generally
extends away from wall 11, Fig. 5, and defines a receiving
space 221 for projection 170, Fig. 11.
[0111] In Fig. 18, a fragmentary plan view is provided
of a portion of internal surface 4y. Projection 210 is view-
able, as well as surfaces 211, 212. It is noted that surfaces
211, 212 generally converge toward one another in ex-
tension to tip 210t, Fig. 17; and diverge away from one
another in extension therefrom.
[0112] In Fig. 18, reinforcing ribs 230 are viewable on
surface 4y.
[0113] In Fig. 19 an enlarged, schematic, view of wall
210 is provided, to facilitate an understanding of the con-
touring or serpentine shape to surfaces 211, 212.
[0114] Referring to Fig. 19, outer surface 211 of pro-
jection 210 can be seen to comprise a serpentine shape
with alternating contours comprising inwardly directed
concave sections 211x and outwardly projecting convex
sections 211y. Surface 212 can also be seen to be ser-
pentine, having outwardly projecting concave sections
212y and inwardly projecting convex sections 212x. Each
section 212x is aligned radially with a section 211x, and
each section 212y is aligned radially with a section 211y.
As a result, wall 210 has an 8 petal shape, with 8-fold

15 16 



EP 2 570 173 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

radial symmetry around center 215.
[0115] Referring back to Fig. 17, example dimensions
are indicated as follows: IA = 54.5 mm; IB = 28 mm; IC
= 24 mm; ID = 329.9 mm; and IF = 327 mm.

II. Advantageous Interaction Arrangements of Fea-
tures of: the Central Cartridge support 55: Main Car-
tridge 40; and, the Access Cover 4

[0116] From a review of the figures above, advanta-
geous interaction among central cartridge support 55 (in
housing body 3); main filter cartridge 40; and, the access
cover 4 can be understood. In general, the features are
as follows.
[0117] The cartridge 40 is positioned with an anti-rota-
tional interaction with the support 55. This anti-rotational
was depicted in Fig. 5A, and results from structure on
outer surface 55x of end 55t (Fig. 8A) engaging structure
on inner surface 161y of end cap 80. In particular, the
anti-rotational interaction results from serpentine wall
125x of ring projection 125 extending around and engag-
ing outwardly directed serpentine wall 167i, in surface
161y of end cap 80. As described, as a result of the ser-
pentine engagement, cartridge 40 could readily be posi-
tioned in one of a plurality of selected rotational orienta-
tions relative to the central cartridge support 55, when
the cartridge 40 is installed.
[0118] For the particular example system depicted, as
a result of the serpentine shape comprising alternating
convex and concave sections, there are eight rotational
orientations for the cartridge 40 on the central cartridge
support 55. An alternate number is possible.
[0119] Thus, among other things, the anti-rotational
engagement between the cartridge 40 and the support
55, ensures that the cartridge 40 is secured in only one
of certain pre-selected orientations for engagement with
the access cover 4.
[0120] Access cover 4 includes projection 210 which
extends into a groove 180 defined in outer surface 161x
end piece or cap 80. Projection of the projection 210 into
the groove 180 provides that the access cover 4 supports
cartridge 40 against undesirable levels of cantilevered
motion of end 50b, i.e., the adjacent end piece 80. That
is, the cartridge end 50b will not undesirably move, Fig.
5A, in either an up-down or in-out motion (or mix thereof)
relative to the viewer. The amount of motion allowed, will
depend upon the relative thickness of the projection 210
and the width of the groove 180. Typically they are se-
lected to allow only minimal motion, i.e., that amount of
clearance which allows for ease of assembly.
[0121] It is noted, then, that for the example shown the
cartridge 40 is supported at media pack end 50b against
undesirable levels of cantilevered motion, without any
portion of the access cover 4, other than perimeter region
30 and projection 200 surrounding the media pack end
50b, i.e., with no portion surrounding the media pack 50b
that also engages cartridge 40, i.e., the media pack 50.
Alternately stated, the cartridge 40 is not supported at

end 50b by support around the exterior of the cartridge
40, but rather only interiorally.
[0122] For the support, preferably the projection 210
extends into groove 180 a distance of at least 5 mm,
usually at least 12 mm, and typically in the range of 15
to 30 mm.
[0123] Preferably groove 180 has a width, along its
depth of extension, of no greater than 10 mm, typically
no greater than 9 mm and usually within the range of 4
to 7 mm. Preferably the groove 180 is at least 6 mm deep,
usually at least 12 mm deep and typically within the range
of 12-25 mm deep.
[0124] In a typical application, radial outer wall 167o
of groove 180 is positioned at least 20 mm, usually at
least 30 mm, from the media pack 50.
[0125] Preferably the thickness of projection 210,
along its length, is at least 1 mm, typically at least 1.5
mm and usually within the range of 1.5 to 4 mm.
[0126] With these example dimensions, the projec-
tion/receiver arrangement comprising projection 210 and
groove 180 will be convenient to protect cartridge 40
against cantilever motion.
[0127] In addition, serpentine outer surface 211 of pro-
jection 210 will engage surface 167o on projection 167
in a manner inhibiting relative rotation between access
cover 4 cartridge 40. Indeed, an overall anti-rotational
arrangement is created by the sandwiching of wall 167
between surface 125x and surface 211.
[0128] The above-described interactions provide sup-
port for cartridge 40, at media pack end 50b against can-
tilevered motion; and, for support of cartridge 40 against
rotational movement, once installed.
[0129] In addition, arrangements as described herein
are usable to help ensure that the installed cartridge 40
is a selected, preferred cartridge 40 for the air cleaner
assembly 1. Referring to Fig. 5A, projection 33 in access
cover 4, acts a receiver 33r for projection 170 in cartridge
40. Projection 170 on cartridge 40 acts, along an inside
surface, as a receiver for projection 126, on support 55.
These features, combined with: projection 210 being re-
ceived in groove 180; and, projection 180p, (which de-
fines groove 180, being received within receiver 130 be-
tween ring projection 125 and projection 126, on central
cartridge support 55) form an arrangement inhibiting in-
stallation in an inappropriate or unapproved cartridge 40
with an interior 2i of housing body 2, for use. To facilitate
this, preferably projection 170 extends into receiver 33r
a distance of at least 10 mm, usually within the range of
15 mm to 50 mm, inclusive; and, projection 126 extends
into receiver 170 a distance of at least 10 mm and usually
1 to 50 mm, inclusive.
[0130] Typically, receiver groove 168 formed between
walls 167, 166, Fig. 11, is at least 10 mm wide, usually
at least 20 mm wide, and often within the range of 20-30
mm, inclusive, wide. It is typically not more than 40 mm
wide.
[0131] It is further noted that the various interactions
described, help ensure that the cartridge 40 is properly
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installed within the housing 2, in particular, as the car-
tridge 40 is installed, engagement with the housing cen-
tral support 55 occurs. This helps ensure that the car-
tridge 40 is properly aligned along its length, within the
housing body 3. When the access cover 4 is positioned,
further engagement occurs, again ensuring that the car-
tridge 40 is properly longitudinally aligned around access
X within the housing body 2.
[0132] Also, the access cover 4 will typically not readily
be installed in the housing side wall 10, unless the car-
tridge 40 is properly sealed in position.

III. The Optional Safety Element 41

[0133] Referring now to Fig. 5A, mounting of the op-
tional safety element 41 will be reviewed. End piece 91
has an internal aperture 92 which fits over wall 125c of
ring projection 125. The cartridge end piece 80 includes
a ring projection directed inwardly, identified at 240. The
ring projection 240 engages end 91e of end piece 91 to
inhibit safety element 41 from moving toward access cov-
er 4, once installed.
[0134] Safety element 41 does not include, in the ex-
ample shown, an end cap at an opposite end from end
91. Rather, being conically shaped in the example
shown, the media 41 is pushed over conical support 55
until a snug engagement is obtained.
[0135] It is noted that the configuration depicted, pro-
vides for a support of cartridge 40 by internal cartridge
support 55, whether optional safety cartridge 41 is
present or not. This is advantageous, since it allows, in
use, for the optional presence or absence of the safety
filter 41.

IV. A Third embodiment, Figs. 20-31

[0136] In Figs. 20-31, a further alternate embodiment
of the principles of the present disclosure is shown. The
general principles of operation remain the same; howev-
er, certain specific details are modified, as described.
[0137] Referring to Fig. 20, reference 301 generally
indicates the air cleaner assembly. The air cleaner as-
sembly 301 includes housing 302 comprising a housing
body of 303 and access cover 304. The access cover of
304 is secured in place on the housing body 303 by a
connection arrangement 307 comprising latches 308.
Referring to Fig. 21, the housing body includes a side
wall 310 having a first open end in 310a over which ac-
cess cover 304 is mounted. Opposite the first end 310a,
the housing side wall includes a second end 310b having
a housing end wall 311 thereon, with air flow aperture
312 therethrough.
[0138] It is noted that in the depiction of Fig. 21, that
latches 308 are not shown mounted.
[0139] Referring to Fig. 20, the air cleaner 301 includes
an air inlet aperture arrangement 315 receiving air from
inlet assembly 316.
[0140] Referring to Fig. 21, the assembly includes

mounting pads 321 and evacuator valve arrangement
325.
[0141] Further, the assembly, 301 includes a cartridge
support 355 and safety cartridge 341.
[0142] The components thus far described, can be, in
general, the same as those previously described with
respect to first and second embodiments discussed. In
this context, like characterized features have similar func-
tion and operation.
[0143] Indeed, air cleaner body and access cover 303,
304 can be the same for air cleaner assembly 301 as for
assembly 301, Fig. 6, or assembly 1, Fig. 1, depending
on the specific application of principles.
[0144] Still referring to Fig. 21, cartridge 340 is depicted
mounted within interior 302i of housing 302. Cartridge
340 can be the same as cartridge 40, Fig. 5 except mod-
ified as described. In particular, end cap 366, Fig. 21, is
modified from end cap 66, Fig. 5, and end cap 367 is
modified from end cap 80.
[0145] Referring to Fig. 22, end cap 366 is molded in
place and includes seal projection 370 thereon molded
integral therewith. Seal projection 370 engages, and
seals against wall 397, of pocket 396.
[0146] Pressure of the seal projection 370 against wall
397, to form the outwardly directed peripheral radial seal
at end cap 366, is provided by a seal support member
410 embedded within projection 370. Projection 410 is
discussed further below, in connection Figs. 29-31.
[0147] In Fig. 23, housing body 303 is depicted. It can
be seen that support 355 and support end 355t can be
generally analogous to analogous features described
previously, in connection with embodiment of Figs. 1-5.
[0148] Thus, end 355t includes ring projection 425 and
central projection 426.
[0149] In Fig. 24 an enlarged, fragmentary, portion of
Fig. 23, is indicated. Here pocket 396 with opposite walls
397 and 395 is viewable.
[0150] In Fig. 25 an end view of housing body 303 is
shown, with access cover 304 removed.
[0151] In Fig. 26, cross-sectional view of cartridge 340
is depicted. The cartridge 340 comprises a media pack
350 including media 351 surrounding an inner liner 352
to define open interior 360. The inner liner 352 extends
between end cap 366 and 367. For the embodiment, end
caps 366 and 367 are both molded into place, each typ-
ically comprising molded foamed, compressible, poly-
urethane. Liner 352, is embedded in and extends be-
tween the end caps 366 and 367. Seal projection 370 is
integral and molded as part of end cap 366.
[0152] Fig. 27 is a enlarged, fragmentary view of a po-
tion of Fig. 26. Here projection 370 molded integral with
a remainder of end cap 366, is viewable. Further projec-
tion 410, embedded in projection 370 can be seen. Pro-
jection 410 is part of liner 352 and will provide support to
seal member 370 along sealing surface 370s during in-
stallation of the cartridge 340 into the housing 302.
[0153] Attention is now directed to Fig. 28, in which
access cover 304 is depicted. Access cover 304 can be
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seen to include a projection 410 with a serpentine outer
surface 411 and a serpentine inner surface 412. Access
cover 304 can be identical to access cover 4, Fig. 17.
[0154] Attention is now directed to Fig. 29, in which
liner 352 is depicted. Liner 352 can be seen to include
media support section 450 extending between ends 451
and 452. Media support section 450 comprises longitu-
dinal strips 455 and cross strips 456 defining apertures
457 for air flow.
[0155] At 451, support 450 includes a seal support re-
gion 410 integral with the remainder of 450. The seal
support region 410 comprises a region of larger diameter
than immediate adjacent portion 450a of support 450.
Thus, outwardly extending shoulder 410b is adjacent to
region 410 between region 410 and media support sec-
tion 450. Region 410 includes a plurality of apertures
410a therethrough. When embedded in end cap 366, dur-
ing molding of end cap 366, end cap material can flow
through apertures 410a, engulfing support 410 within the
projection 370, Fig. 27. The framework at end 451 will
provide seal support.
[0156] It is noted that shoulder 410b will provide a me-
dia stop to the media 351, when positioned around media
support 450. That is, shoulder 410b will extend across
an end of the media 351, during assembly, for convenient
support of the media 351.
[0157] At end 452, an extension 470 which will be em-
bedded within end cap 367 is shown. Extending across
end 452, and surrounded by support 470, is provided an
end piece 490 with a configuration analogous to central
portions of end cap 151, Fig. 11. Thus, serpentine re-
ceiving groove 500 and central projection receiver 401
are present.
[0158] Thus, it will be understood that end cap 367
comprises a composite end cap including a molded-in-
place outer ring portion, Fig. 27, and a central portion
481 comprising preformed material having an appropri-
ate configuration for the anti-cantilevered and anti-rota-
tional support; in this example the central portion 481
being integral with liner 352.
[0159] In Fig. 30, an enlarged, fragmentary view of a
portion of Fig. 29 is shown. In Fig. 31, a perspective view
of support 352 is shown.
[0160] In Figs. 29-31, example dimensions are as fol-
lows: ZA =180 mm; ZB = 154.1 mm; ZC = 9.5mm; ZD =
4.5 mm; ZE = 203.4 mm; ZF = 1 mm; In Fig. 30: ZG =
29.5 mm; ZH = 19.32 mm; ZI = 4.5 mm.

V. Concluding Review

[0161] Herein, in previous descriptions and in the pre-
sented figures, air cleaner assemblies and components
are described and shown in detail. There is no specific
requirement that an air cleaner assembly or component
include all of the features characterized described herein,
in order to obtain some benefit under the principles of
the present disclosure.
[0162] According to one aspect of the present disclo-

sure, an air cleaner assembly is provided. The air cleaner
assembly includes a housing and a serviceable primary
filter cartridge positionable within the housing and remov-
able therefrom, without damage to the housing or the
serviceable filter cartridge. An optional safety element is
also provided.
[0163] The housing generally includes a housing body
and an access cover. The housing body includes a side-
wall and a central cartridge support. The sidewall gener-
ally defines a housing body interior. The housing body
typically includes an end wall with an air flow aperture
therethrough, and an open end opposite the end wall.
The central support extends from a support base sur-
rounding the air flow aperture in a direction toward the
housing open end.
[0164] In general, the housing end wall and the open
end, are at opposite ends of the housing side wall.
[0165] In a typical arrangement, the housing includes
an air inlet arrangement. In an example shown, the inlet
arrangement is an air inlet flow aperture in a side wall of
the housing body. Thus, in a typical application, the flow
aperture in the side wall is an inlet flow aperture, and the
air flow aperture in the end wall is an outlet aperture, for
out-to-in flow with respect to a receive filter cartridge,
during use. It is noted, however, that many of the princi-
ples described herein can be used in association with in-
to-out flow (opposite flow) if desired, in some applica-
tions.
[0166] The central cartridge support includes a support
end remote from the base. The support end remote from
the base includes a first (ring) projection spaced from, a
second (central) projection to define a receiving space
therebetween. For the particular example system shown,
the first projection is an outer ring projection that extends
around, (in the example shown continuously) the second
projection (which is a central projection). Each of the first
ring projection and the second central projection gener-
ally project in a direction away from support base and
the end wall.
[0167] Typically, the ring projection extends at least 5
mm, usually 7 mm, and often an amount within the range
of 7 to 25 mm, inclusive, from immediately adjacent por-
tions of the support end; and the central projection ex-
tends at least 10 mm, usually 15 mm, and often an
amount within the range of 18 to 40 mm, inclusive, from
immediately adjacent portions of the support end.
[0168] In the example shown, the second, central, pro-
jection projects outwardly from the open end of the side
wall.
[0169] The serviceable primary air filter cartridge is po-
sitioned within the housing body interior. The air filter
cartridge comprises a media pack surrounding an open
filter interior and extending between first and second end
caps. The first end cap is an open end cap with a central
aperture therethrough. The cartridge is positioned with
the central cartridge support on the housing projecting
through the open central aperture of the first end cap and
into the open filter interior.
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[0170] A housing seal is positioned at the first end cap.
Typically, the housing seal is molded integral to the first
end cap, for example from foamed polyurethane, al-
though alternatives are possible. The housing seal can
be configured, for example, as a radial seal, either in-
wardly or outwardly directed. In a specific example
shown, the housing seal is a projection extending axially
away from the remainder of the first end cap, in a direction
away from the media pack; and, the housing seal includes
a radially outwardly directed radial seal surface. In ex-
amples shown, an embedded support is provided in the
housing seal. The embedded support can comprise a
portion of an inner liner. In some instances it can also
form an end stop for the media. Alternate housing seal
arrangements are possible.
[0171] The second end cap is a closed end cap includ-
ing an inner surface with a central receiver projecting
away from the first end cap. The central receiver project-
ing away from the first end cap, in the second end cap,
receives the central projection of the cartridge support
projecting therein, when the cartridge is installed.
[0172] The inner surface of the second end cap also
typically includes a first ring receiver which surrounds,
and is spaced from, the central receiver. The first ring
receiver in the second end cap is configured to receive,
projecting therein, the ring projection of the housing cen-
tral cartridge support, when the cartridge is installed in
the housing. In am example such arrangement, an in-
wardly projecting wall or section of the first end cap sep-
arates the ring receiver and the central receiver.
[0173] The second end cap of a depicted embodiment
includes an outer surface with a receiving groove therein.
In the example, the receiving groove is positioned oppo-
site the inwardly projecting section of the inner surface
located between the ring receiver and the central receiv-
er; i.e., the receiving groove is formed on the outer sur-
face of the end cap by structure surrounding the central
receiver in the inner surface.
[0174] The serviceable primary air filter cartridge is po-
sitioned in the housing body interior with: the housing
seal of the primary air filter cartridge sealed to a portion
of the housing body; the central cartridge support pro-
jecting through the first end cap open aperture and into
the open filter interior; and, with the central projection on
the support end of the housing body support projecting
into the central receiver on the second end cap. Typically,
a first ring projection on the support end of the central
cartridge support also projects into the ring receiver on
the second end cap.
[0175] An access cover is secured over the open end
of the housing body. The access cover includes an inside
surface with a first ring projection. The access cover is
positioned with the first ring projection on the inside sur-
face projecting into the receiving groove on the outer sur-
face of the second end cap of the primary filter cartridge.
[0176] In typical arrangements, the first end cap is a
molded-in-place end cap, for example from polyurethane
foam. The second end cap is typically either a pre-formed

end cap, for example from metal or plastic, to which the
media pack is secured by an adhesive or potting arrange-
ment; or; a composite end cap comprising a central pre-
form section secured to the media pack by a molded-in-
place ring. In the latter instances, the central preform
section can comprise a portion of a cartridge media sup-
port liner.
[0177] The housing seal on the first end cap is typically
formed integral with the end cap, and may comprise a
radially directed seal. Either outwardly directed or inward-
ly directed radial seals are possible.
[0178] In example arrangements described, housing
seal arrangement is provided which includes a seal pro-
jection integral with the remainder of the end cap. The
seal projection includes embedded therein, a seal sup-
port. Seal support can comprise of portion integral with
media inner liner. In example, the support embedded
within the seal projection is not only integral with a media
inner liner, but defines a support shoulder or end stop for
an end of the media, embedded in the end cap.
[0179] In a typical assembly, the outer surface of the
second cap of the primary filter cartridge includes a cen-
tral outward projection thereon. This central outward pro-
jection defines, on an inside surface thereof, a central
outwardly projecting receiver.
[0180] Typically, the access cover includes an inner
surface with an outwardly projecting receiver. The out-
wardly projecting receiver on the inside surface of the
access cover receives, projecting therein, the central out-
ward projection of the second end cap of the primary air
filter cartridge.
[0181] In some applications of the techniques de-
scribed herein, the air cleaner assembly includes serv-
iceable safety or secondary filter having a first end cap
and an extension of media secured to the first end cap.
The first end cap includes a central aperture there-
through. The secondary filter is positioned within the
open filter interior of the primary air filter cartridge, with
the media of the secondary filter surrounding positioned
against the central cartridge support. The central aper-
ture of the second air filter first end cap is sized and po-
sitioned around a portion of the support end of the central
support, with ring projection of the central support pro-
jecting therethrough.
[0182] In an example described, the first ring projection
on the access cover inner surface has a serpentine inner
wall surface and a serpentine outer wall surface. Further,
the receiving groove on the outer surface of the primary
filter cartridge second end has at least one wall (either
inner and outer) which is serpentine, and typically both
walls are serpentine.
[0183] As a result of the serpentine shape to the ring
projection on the access cover inner surface, and the
serpentine shape to the receiving groove on the outer
surface of the primary filter cartridge, the first ring pro-
jection in the access cover can be non-rotatably engaged
in the receiving groove on the outer surface of the primary
filter cartridge second end cap. By "non-rotatably en-

23 24 



EP 2 570 173 A1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

gaged" in this context, it is meant that the primary filter
cartridge and access cover cannot be rotated depend-
ently of one another, while engaged.
[0184] Further, as a result of the first ring projection of
the access cover projecting into the receiving groove on
the primary filter cartridge second end cap outer surface,
the cartridge can be supported against cantilevered mo-
tion at the closed end cap, relative to the remainder of
the housing. This anti-cantilevered motion support is fa-
cilitated also by engagement between the primary filter
cartridge and the cartridge support.
[0185] Further, the remote (outer) end of the central
support can be provided with the first ring projection
which has an inwardly directed serpentine surface; and,
the filter cartridge end cap can include a ring receiver
with radially outwardly directed serpentine surface.
These two serpentine surfaces can be engaged to pro-
vide for a non-rotatable engagement between the prima-
ry filter cartridge and the cartridge support. This can be
used to help position the cartridge when installed over
the cartridge support in an appropriate orientation radi-
ally, for receiving the projection of the access cover, when
the access cover is installed during completion of a serv-
ice operation.
[0186] In examples depicted, the conical support in-
cludes a conical side wall section narrowing in diameter
in extension toward the support end from a base region
adjacent the housing end wall. The conical side wall sec-
tion typically has a conical taper of at least 1°. The central
support can include a porous the wall portion and an im-
perforate base portion; the base portion being adjacent
the housing body end wall.
[0187] The media pack of the primary end filter car-
tridge can have a conical side wall section tapered down-
wardly in extension from the first end cap toward the sec-
ond end cap. The conical side wall section of the primary
filter cartridge media pack typically has a conical angle
of at least 0.5°.
[0188] In those instances in which the conical support
has a conical side wall section of a first conical angle,
the media pack of the primary filter cartridge has a conical
side wall section of a second conical angle, in some in-
stances the first conical angle can be provided greater
than the second conical angle. By this, it is meant that in
those examples, the central support tapers downwardly
at a sharper angle than does the media pack.
[0189] Also according to the present disclosure, com-
ponentry useable with air filter assemblies is provided.
Included among the componentry is an air filter cartridge
useable as a primary filter cartridge in an air cleaner as-
sembly. The cartridge typically includes a media pack
surrounding an open filter interior and having first and
second ends. The first end cap is positioned in the media
pack first end and includes a central aperture therein. A
housing seal member is typically positioned on the first
end cap and can be formed integrally with the first end
cap. The seal member can include a seal support em-
bedded therein, as described.

[0190] A second end cap is positioned on the media
pack second end. The second end cap includes an inner
surface and an outer surface. The second end cap can
be provided as a perform, in some applications.
[0191] The outer surface of the second end cap in-
cludes a receiving groove therein. Typically the receiving
groove is at least 6 mm deep. The receiving groove is
formed between inner and outer radial walls, and is typ-
ically configured as a continuous ring. The outer wall re-
ceiving groove is typically spaced radially inwardly at
least 20 mm from the media pack.
[0192] Inner surface of the second end cap includes a
central receiver projecting outwardly away from the first
end cap. The central receiver is surrounded by the re-
ceiving groove.
[0193] Typically the receiving groove in the outer sur-
face of the second end cap is defined between walls
spaced no more than 25 mm apart, and typically no more
than 10 mm apart.
[0194] In examples shown, of the receiving groove in
the outer surface of the second end cap is a serpentine
receiving groove. It is formed by inner and outer walls at
least one of which, and typically each of which, have a
serpentine surface.
[0195] In an example shown, the inner surface of the
second end cap includes an inward projection defining,
at an opposite end of the end cap therefrom, the receiving
groove. The inward projection in an example depicted
has a serpentine outer side wall surface, directed radially
outwardly.
[0196] The inner surface of the second end cap can
define a ring receiver wherein the serpentine outer side
wall surface of the inward projection defines a radially
inner, outwardly facing, surface of the ring receiver. The
ring receiver further includes a wall with a radially outer,
inwardly facing, surface spaced from the radially inward,
outwardly facing, surface on the ring receiver. The dis-
tance of spacing is typically at least 10 mm and typically
not more than 40 mm.
[0197] In its example described, the media pack com-
prises a pleated media, and can include a conical shape
tapering downwardly in extension from the first end cap
to the second end cap. Further the media pack can in-
clude an inner liner. The media pack can also include an
outer liner and/or be provided with an outside adhesive
bead thereon, to maintain pleat integrity and spacing.
[0198] As characterized herein above, the principles
described herein can be implemented by selected fea-
tures assembled in a variety of specific configurations;
and, there is no requirement that all of the features char-
acterized be included in any given embodiment. Thus, a
second aspect of the present disclosure an air cleaner
assembly is provided which includes a housing including
a housing body and an access cover. The housing body
includes a side wall an end wall and an open end opposite
the end wall. The end wall defines an air flow aperture
therethrough and the housing body includes a housing
body interior. The housing can include an air flow inlet
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arrangement therein, providing for air flow to an interior,
during use.
[0199] A serviceable primary air filter cartridge is posi-
tioned within the housing body interior. The primary air
filter cartridge comprises a media pack surrounding an
open interior and extending between first and second
end caps. The first end cap is an open end cap of the
central aperture therethrough. A housing seal is posi-
tioned on the first end cap. The housing seal can com-
prise for example a radial seal formed integral with the
remainder of the end cap, although alternatives are pos-
sible. In one example, the housing seal comprises a pro-
jection extending outwardly from (axially) from a remain-
der of the first end cap, the projection having an outwardly
directed, stepped, radial seal portion thereon. The hous-
ing seal can include a seal support embedded therein,
as described.
[0200] A second end cap of the primary filter cartridge
is a closed end cap and has an outer surface with a re-
ceiving groove therein. The receiving groove is defined
by radially inner and outer walls spaced no more than 25
mm apart, typically no more than 10 mm apart. Even in
situations when the receiving groove is spaced greater
than 10 mm apart, in some portion of its extension, pref-
erably in the deepest at least 6 mm (and typically at least
10 mm) of the groove, the walls are spaced no more than
10 mm apart.
[0201] The typical receiving groove is spaced at least
20 mm radially inwardly from the media pack.
[0202] In the example embodiment described, the ac-
cess cover is secured over the open end of the housing
body, and includes an inside surface with a first ring pro-
jection. The access cover is positioned with the first ring
projection projecting into the receiving groove in the sec-
ond end of the primary filter cartridge. This can be used
to provide for cantilevered support to the cartridge. The
first ring projection can be a serpentine projection with
serpentine inner and outer surfaces.
[0203] Typically at least one of the inward and outward
walls of the receiving groove is a serpentine wall. In some
instances both are. A serpentine wall can be used to en-
gage serpentine projection on the access cover, to pro-
vide an anti-rotational engagement between the primary
filter cartridge and the access cover.
[0204] In the example depicted, the second end cap
outer surface includes a central outward projection sur-
rounded by the receiving groove and the access cover
inner surface includes a receiver into which the central
projection on the primary filter cartridge projects.
[0205] The features described in connection with this
embodiment can be implemented in an arrangement, as
exemplified in the figures, in which the housing body in-
cludes a central cartridge support projecting into the open
filter interior. The central cartridge support can include a
support end, having features engaging the cartridge for
one or both of cantilevered support end and anti-rotation-
al port.
[0206] Also according to an alternate characterization

of the principles described herein, an air filter cartridge
is provided. The air filter cartridge can include a media
pack surrounding an open filter interior and having first
and second ends. The first end cap is positioned on the
media pack first end. The first end cap includes a central
aperture therein.
[0207] A housing seal member is positioned on the first
end cap. The housing seal member can be formed inte-
gral with the remainder of the first end cap and can com-
prise, for example, an inwardly directed or an outwardly
directed radial seal. The seal member can include a seal
support embedded therein, as described.
[0208] A second end cap is positioned on the media
pack second end. The second end cap includes an inner
surface and an outer surface. The outer surface prefer-
ably includes a serpentine receiving groove. The outer
surface also preferably includes an outwardly directed
projection surrounded by the serpentine receiving
groove.
[0209] The inner surface of the second end cap pref-
erably includes a central receiver projecting away from
the first end cap. The central receiver is surrounded, in
this example, by the receiving groove.
[0210] In a specific example depicted, the receiving
groove has an eight petal shape, i.e., eight fold symmetry.
[0211] In an example depicted, the media pack com-
prises pleated media. Also in an example shown, the
media pack has a conical shape tapering downwardly in
extension from the first end cap to the second end cap.
[0212] Again, there is no requirement that an arrange-
ment would include all of the features characterized here-
in, to obtain some benefit according to the principles of
the present disclosure. However, the features described
provide, in combination, for an advantageous, relatively
easy to assemble, air cleaner assembly.
[0213] Subsequently, some important aspects of the
invention are summarized: According to a first aspect an
air filter cartridge comprises: a media pack surrounding
an open filter interior having first and second ends; a first
end cap positioned on the media pack first end; the first
end cap having a central aperture therein; a housing seal
member positioned on the first end cap; a second end
cap on the media pack second end; the second end cap
including an inner surface and an outer surface; the outer
surface including a receiving groove having at least one
serpentine wall; the outer surface including an outwardly
directed projection surrounded by the receiving groove;
and, the inner surface including a central receiving pro-
jection projecting away from the first end cap; the central
receiving projection being surrounded by the receiving
groove.
[0214] Further, an air filter cartridge according to the
above embodiment is provided wherein the receiving
groove has an 8 petal shape.
[0215] It is further provided an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments wherein
the media pack comprises pleated media.
[0216] It is further provided an air filter cartridge ac-
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cording to any one of the above embodiments wherein
the media pack has a conical shape tapering downwardly
in extension from the first end cap to the second end cap.
[0217] Further, an air filter cartridge according to any
one of the above embodiments is preferred wherein the
receiving groove is serpentine receiving groove with a
serpentine inner and outer walls.
[0218] Further, an air filter cartridge according to any
one of the above embodiments is preferred wherein the
receiving groove has inner and outer walls spaced no
more than 25 mm apart.
[0219] It is further preferred an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments wherein
the housing seal member is configured to form a radially
directed seal.
[0220] Preferably, it is further provided an air filter car-
tridge according to the above embodiment wherein the
media pack includes an inner liner with a media support
and a seal support; the housing seal member is a seal
projection positioned on the inner liner; the seal support
being integral with the media support and having a larger
diameter than an immediate adjacent portion of the me-
dia support; and, a portion of the second end cap forming:
the receiving groove, the outwardly directed projection;
and, the central receiving projection, being integral with
the media support.
[0221] Further, it is preferred an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments wherein
the media pack includes pleated media; and, the outer
wall of the receiving groove is spaced at least 20 mm
from the media of the media pack.
[0222] According to a second aspect an air cleaner as-
sembly is provided comprising a housing defining an in-
terior and having an air flow inlet and an air flow outlet;
the housing defining a service access end and a remov-
able access cover positioned thereover; and, the access
cover including a central projection thereon, extending
into the housing interior from the access cover; a central
cartridge support projecting toward the access cover
from an end of the housing opposite the access cover;
the central cartridge support having a first end remote
from the end of the housing opposite the access cover;
the first end of the central cartridge support including a
receiving groove surrounding a central projection; the
central projection extending toward the access cover;
and, an air filter cartridge removably positioned in the
housing interior, the filter cartridge comprising: a media
pack comprising media surrounding an open interior; the
media having first and second ends; a first end cap po-
sitioned on the media first end; the first end cap having
a central aperture therethrough; a seal member on the
first end cap removably sealed to the housing; a second
end cap positioned on the media pack second end; the
second end cap being a closed end cap; the second end
cap including a portion projecting into the receiving
groove on the end of the central support; the second end
cap including a portion extending over the central pro-
jection of the central cartridge support; and, the second

end cap including an outer surface with a receiving
groove therein; the central projection on the access cover
projecting into a receiving groove on the outer surface of
the second end cap.
[0223] Preferably, an air cleaner assembly according
to the above embodiment of the second aspect is pre-
ferred wherein the receiving groove in the outer surface
of the second end cap has a serpentine outer wall.
[0224] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
second aspect wherein the receiving groove in the outer
surface of the second end cap has a serpentine inner
wall.
[0225] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
the above embodiment of the second aspect is preferred
wherein the receiving groove in the outer surface of the
second end cap has inner and outer walls spaced no
more than 25 mm apart.
[0226] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
second aspect wherein the central projection on the ac-
cess cover is a serpentine projection.
[0227] According to a third aspect it is provided an air
cleaner assembly comprising a housing including a hous-
ing body and an access cover; the housing body including
a sidewall and a central cartridge support; the sidewall
defining housing body interior with an open end, the hous-
ing body having a end defining an air flow aperture there-
through; and the central cartridge support extending from
a support base toward the housing open end; the central
cartridge support having a support end remote from the
support base; and, the support end including a first, ring,
projection surrounding, and spaced from, a second cen-
tral projection to define a support end receiving space
therebetween; a serviceable primary air filter cartridge
positioned within the housing body interior; the primary
air filter cartridge comprising a media pack surrounding
an open filter interior and extending between first and
second end caps; the first end cap being an open end
cap with a central aperture therethrough; the first end
cap having a housing seal thereat; the second end cap
being a closed end cap; the second end cap including
an inner surface with a central receiver; and an inwardly
projecting section surrounding the central receiver; the
second end cap including an outer surface with a receiv-
ing groove therein; the serviceable primary air filter car-
tridge being positioned in the housing body interior with
the housing seal on the primary air filter cartridge sealed
to a portion of the housing; the central cartridge support
projecting through the first end cap open aperture into
the open filter interior; the first ring projection on the sup-
port end of the central support projecting toward the sec-
ond end cap; and the second, central, projection on the
support end of the housing body support projecting into
the central receiver of the second end cap; and the ac-
cess cover being secured over the open end of the hous-
ing body; the access cover including an inside surface
with a first projection; the access cover being positioned

29 30 



EP 2 570 173 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

with the first projection, on the access cover inner sur-
face, projecting into the receiving groove on the second
end cap of the primary filter cartridge.
[0228] Further, it is provided an air cleaner assembly
according to the above embodiment of the third aspect
wherein the second end cap inner surface includes a ring
receiver surrounding, and spaced from, the central re-
ceiver; and, the first, ring, projection on the support end
of the central support projects into the ring receiver on
the inside surface of the second end cap.
[0229] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the third aspect is
preferred wherein the outer surface of the second end
cap of the primary air filter cartridge includes a central
outward projection thereon; the central outward projec-
tion defines, on an inside surface thereof, the central re-
ceiver; and, the access cover includes, on the inner sur-
face, an outwardly projecting receiver; the outwardly pro-
jecting receiver on the access cover receiving, projecting
therein, the central outward projection on the second end
cap of the primary air filter cartridge.
[0230] Further, it is preferred an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
third aspect including a serviceable secondary filter hav-
ing a first end cap and an extension of media secured to
the first end cap; the first end cap having a central aper-
ture; and, the secondary filter being positioned within the
open filter interior of the primary air filter cartridge; with
the media of the second air filter surrounding the central
cartridge support; and, with the central aperture of the
secondary filter first end cap positioned around a portion
of the support end of the central support; and, with the
ring projection of the central support projecting there-
through.
[0231] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the third aspect is
preferred wherein the first projection on the access cover
inner surface is a ring projection.
[0232] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the third aspect is
preferred wherein the first projection on the access cover
inner surface is a ring projection having a serpentine inner
wall surface and a serpentine outer wall surface; and,
the receiving groove on the outer surface of the primary
filter cartridge second end cap has a serpentine outer
wall.
[0233] It is further preferred an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
third aspect wherein the receiving groove on the outer
surface of the primary filter cartridge second end cap has
a serpentine inner wall.
[0234] Further, it is provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of two previous embodiments of
the third aspect wherein the first ring projection on the
access cover is non-rotatably engaged in the receiving
groove on the outer surface of the primary filter cartridge
second end cap.
[0235] Preferably, it is provided an air cleaner assem-

bly according to any one of the above embodiments of
the third aspect wherein the receiving groove on the outer
surface of the primary filter cartridge has inner and outer
walls spaced no more than 25 mm apart.
[0236] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the third aspect is
preferred wherein the first, ring, projection on the support
end of the central support has a radially inwardly directed,
serpentine, surface; and the inner surface of the primary
filter cartridge second end cap has a ring receiver with a
radially outwardly directed serpentine surface.
[0237] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to the above embodiment of the third aspect
wherein the ring receiver on the inner surface of the pri-
mary filter cartridge second end cap is non-rotatably en-
gaged with the first ring projection on the support end of
the central support.
[0238] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the third aspect is
preferred wherein the central support includes a conical
sidewall section narrowing in diameter in extension to-
ward the support end from a base region adjacent the
housing end wall.
[0239] Further, it is provided an air cleaner assembly
according to the above embodiment of the third aspect
wherein the conical sidewall section has a conical taper
of at least 1°.
[0240] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
third aspect wherein the central support includes a po-
rous sidewall portion.
[0241] Further, it is provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments if the
third aspect wherein the media pack of primary air filter
cartridge has a conical sidewall section tapering down-
wardly in extension from the first end cap toward the sec-
ond end cap.
[0242] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
the above embodiment of the third aspect wherein the
conical sidewall section of the primary air filter cartridge
media pack has a conical angle of at least 0.5°.
[0243] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
third aspect wherein the central support has a conical
sidewall section of a first conical angle; and, the media
pack of the primary filter cartridge has a conical sidewall
section of a second conical angle; the first conical angle
being greater than the second conical angle.
[0244] According to a fourth aspect provided an air filter
cartridge comprising a media pack surrounding an open
filter interior and having first and second ends; a first end
cap positioned in the media pack first end; the first end
cap having a central aperture therein; a seal member
positioned on the first end cap; a second end cap posi-
tioned on the media pack second end; the second end
cap including an inner surface and an outer surface; the
outer surface including a first receiving groove at least 6
mm deep therein; the outer wall of the receiving groove
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being spaced radially inwardly at least 20 mm from the
media pack; and, the inner surface having a central re-
ceiver projecting outwardly away from the first end cap;
the central receiver being surrounded by the receiving
groove.
[0245] It is further provided an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to the above embodiment of the fourth aspect
wherein the receiving groove in the outer surface of the
second end cap is positioned between walls spaced no
more than 25 mm apart.
[0246] Further, it is preferred an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the receiving groove in the outer
surface of the second end cap is defined between walls
spaced no more than 10 mm apart.
[0247] Further, it is provided an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the receiving groove has a serpen-
tine outer wall.
[0248] Preferably, it is provided an air filter cartridge
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the receiving groove has a serpen-
tine inner wall.
[0249] Further, a filter cartridge according to any one
of the above embodiments of the fourth aspect is pre-
ferred wherein the inner and outer walls of the receiving
groove each have a serpentine surface facing one an-
other.
[0250] Preferably, it is further provided a filter cartridge
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the inner surface of the second
end cap includes an inward projection defined on an op-
posite side of the end cap from the receiving groove; the
inward projection having a serpentine outer sidewall sur-
face; the inner surface of the second end cap defining a
ring receiver and the serpentine outer sidewall surface
of the inward projection defining a radially inner, outward-
ly facing, surface of the ring receiver.
[0251] Further, it is provided an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the media pack comprises pleated
media.
[0252] Preferably, it is further provided an air filter car-
tridge according to any one of the above embodiments
of the fourth aspect wherein the media pack has a conical
shape tapering downwardly in extension from the first
end cap to the second end cap.
[0253] It is further preferred an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to any one of the above embodiments of the
fourth aspect wherein the media pack includes an inner
liner.
[0254] Further, an air filter cartridge according to the
above embodiment of the fourth aspect is preferred
wherein the media pack comprises pleated media con-
figured in a conical shape tapering downwardly in exten-
sion from the first end cap to the second end cap; the
seal member is an outwardly directed radial seal mem-
ber; and, the outer wall of the receiving groove has a

serpentine shape with alternating inwardly convex and
inwardly concave sections.
[0255] It is further provided an air filter cartridge ac-
cording to the above embodiment of the fourth aspect
wherein the outer wall of the receiving groove has eight
inwardly convex sections and eight inwardly concave
sections.
[0256] According to a fifth aspect it is further provided
an air cleaner assembly comprising a housing including
a housing body and an access cover; the housing body
including a sidewall and a central cartridge support; the
sidewall defining housing body interior and an open end;
the end wall defining an air flow aperture therethrough;
and a central cartridge support extends from a support
base toward the housing open end; the central cartridge
support having a support end remote from the support
base; the support end including a first, ring, projection
surrounding, and spaced from, a second central projec-
tion to define a support end receiving space therebe-
tween; a serviceable primary air filter cartridge according
to at least one of the above embodiments positioned with-
in the housing body interior with the housing seal on the
primary air filter cartridge sealed to a portion of the hous-
ing; the central cartridge support projecting through the
first end cap open aperture into the open filter interior;
the first ring projection on the support end of the central
support projecting toward the second end cap; the sec-
ond, central, projection on the support end of the housing
body support projecting into the central receiver of the
second end cap; and, the access cover being secured
over the open end of the housing body; the access cover
including an inside surface with a first ring projection.
[0257] According to a sixth aspect it is further provided
an air cleaner assembly comprising a housing including
a housing body and an access cover; the housing body
including a sidewall and an open end; the housing defin-
ing an air flow aperture therethrough; and, the housing
body defining a housing body interior; a serviceable pri-
mary air filter cartridge positioned within the housing body
interior; the primary air filter cartridge comprising a media
pack surrounding an open filter interior and extending
between first and second end caps; the first end cap be-
ing an open end cap with a central aperture therethrough;
a housing seal positioned on the first end cap; and, the
second end cap being a closed end cap; the second end
cap including an outer surface with a receiving groove
therein; the receiving groove being defined by a radially
inner wall and a radially outer wall spaced no more than
25 mm apart; and, the receiving groove being spaced at
least 20 mm radially inwardly from the media pack; and,
the access cover being secured over the open end of the
housing body; the access cover including an inside sur-
face with a first ring projection; the access cover being
positioned with the first ring projection projecting into the
receiving groove on the second end cap of the primary
filter cartridge; and, the first ring projection being a ser-
pentine projection with serpentine inner and outer sur-
faces.
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[0258] Further, it is provided an air cleaner assembly
according to the above embodiment the sixth aspect
wherein at least one of the radially inner and outer walls
of the receiving groove is a serpentine wall.
[0259] Preferably, it is further provided provides an air
cleaner assembly according to any one of the above em-
bodiments of the sixth aspect wherein both of the radially
inner and outer walls of those receiving grooves are ser-
pentine.
[0260] Further, an air cleaner assembly according to
any one of the above embodiments of the sixth aspect
is preferred wherein the serpentine ring projection on the
access cover inside surface is non-rotatably, received in
the receiving groove on the second end cap of the primary
filter cartridge.
[0261] It is further provided an air cleaner assembly
according to any one of the above embodiments of the
sixth aspect wherein the second end cap outer surface
includes a central outward projection surrounded by the
receiving groove; and, the access cover inner surface
includes a receiver into which the central projection on
the primary filter cartridge projects.
[0262] According to a seventh aspect it is further pro-
vided an air cleaner assembly comprising a housing de-
fining an interior and having an air flow inlet and an air
flow outlet; the housing defining a service access end
with a removable access cover positioned thereover;
and, the access cover including a central serpentine pro-
jection thereon, extending into the housing interior from
the access cover; a central cartridge support projecting
toward the access cover from an end of the housing op-
posite the access cover; the central cartridge support
having a first end remote from the end of the housing
opposite the access cover; the first end of the central
cartridge support including a receiving groove surround-
ing a central projection; the central projection extending
toward the access cover; an air filter cartridge removably
positioned in the housing interior, the filter cartridge com-
prising a media pack comprising media surrounding an
open interior; the media having first and second ends; a
first end cap positioned on the media first end; the first
end cap having a central aperture therethrough; and, a
seal member on the first end cap removably sealed to
the housing; and, a second end cap positioned on the
media pack second end.
[0263] According to a eighth aspect it is further provid-
ed a secondary filter cartridge for an air cleaner assem-
bly, the secondary filter cartridge comprising a porous
sidewall having first and second ends and a conical
shape tapering downwardly from the first end to the sec-
ond end; media positioned adjacent the media; and, a
first end cap, having a central aperture therethrough, po-
sitioned on the second end of the porous sidewall; the
first end of the porous sidewall having no end cap ther-
eon.

Claims

1. An air filter cartridge (40) comprising:

(a) a media pack (50) surrounding an open filter
interior (60) and having first and second ends
(51a,b);
(b) a first end cap (66) positioned on the media
pack first end;

(i) the first end cap having a central aperture
therein;

(c) a seal member (70) positioned on the first
end cap;
(d) a second end cap (80) positioned on the me-
dia pack second end; the second end cap in-
cluding an inner surface and an outer surface;

(i) the outer surface (161x) including a first
receiving groove (180) at least 6 mm deep
therein;
(ii) the inner surface (161y) having a central
receiver (170) projecting outwardly away
from the first end cap;
(iii) the central receiver (170) being sur-
rounded by the receiving groove (180).

2. An air filter cartridge (40) according to claim 1 where-
in:

(a) an outer wall (167o) of the receiving groove
(180) is spaced radially inwardly at least 20 mm
from the media pack (50).

3. An air filter cartridge according to claim 32 wherein:

(a) the receiving groove (180) in the outer sur-
face (161x) of the second end cap (80) is posi-
tioned between walls spaced no more than 25
mm apart.

4. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-3 wherein:

(a) the seal member (70) is a radially directed
seal member.

5. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-4 wherein:

(a) the media pack (50) comprises pleated me-
dia.

6. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-5 wherein:

(a) the media pack (50) has a conical shape ta-
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pering downwardly in extension from the first
end cap to the second end cap (51a,b).

7. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-6 wherein:

(a) the housing seal (65) is formed integrally with
the first end cap (66).

8. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-7 wherein:

(a) the receiving groove (180) has a width, along
its depth of extension, of no greater than 10 mm.

9. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-8 wherein:

(a) the receiving groove (180) is at least 12 mm
deep.

10. An air filter cartridge (40) according to any one of
claims 1-7 wherein:

(a) the media pack (50) includes an inner liner.

11. An air cleaner assembly comprising:

(a) a housing including a housing body and an
access cover (4);

(i) the housing body including a sidewall and
a central cartridge support (55);
(ii) the sidewall defining a housing body in-
terior and an open end;
(iii) a central cartridge support (55) extends
from a support base toward the housing
open end;

(A) the central cartridge support (55)
having a support end remote from the
support base;
(B) the support end including a first,
ring, projection (125) surrounding, and
spaced from, a second central projec-
tion (126) to define a support end re-
ceiving space (130) therebetween;

(b) a serviceable primary air filter cartridge (40)
according to at least one of claims 1-10 posi-
tioned within the housing body with:

(i) the housing seal (65) on the primary air
filter cartridge sealed to a portion of the
housing;
(ii) the central cartridge support (55) project-
ing through the first end cap open aperture
into the open filter interior (60);

(iii) the first ring projection (125) on the sup-
port end of the central support (55) project-
ing toward the second end cap (80); and,
(iv) the second, central, projection (126) on
the support end of the support end of the
housing body projecting into the central re-
ceiver (170) of the second end cap(80);

(c) the access cover (4) being secured over the
open end of the housing body.

12. An air cleaner assembly according to claim 11 in-
cluding:

(a) a serviceable secondary filter having a first
end cap and an extension of media secured to
the first end cap;

(i) the first end cap having a central aper-
ture; and,
(ii) the secondary filter being positioned:

(A) within the open filter interior of the
primary air filter cartridge;
(B) with the media of the second air filter
surrounding the central cartridge sup-
port; and,
(C) with the central aperture of the sec-
ondary filter first end cap positioned
around a portion of the support end of
the central support.

13. An air cleaner assembly according to claim 12:

(a) with the central aperture of the secondary
filter first end cap positioned around a portion of
the support end of the central support; and, with
the ring projection of the central support project-
ing therethrough.

14. An air cleaner assembly according to any one of
claims 11-13 wherein:

(a) the access cover (4) includes an inside sur-
face with a first projection (210) projecting into
the receiving groove (180) on the primary filter
cartridge (40).

15. An air cleaner assembly according to any one of
claims 11-14 wherein:

(a) the second end cap (80) of the primary air
filter cartridge (40) includes a portion projecting
into the support end receiving space (130) on
the support end of the central cartridge support
(55).
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