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(54) Air cleaner assembly

(57) An air cleaner comprising:
a filter element (108);
a housing within which is positioned the filter element
(108) and further having an inlet and an outlet, the outlet

being formed by way of an integrated extension (107),
wherein the integrated extension (107) is configured to
allow the housing to be directly coupled to at least one
of a carburetor and an intake manifold without any inter-
mediate air duct.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. pro-
visional patent application no. 60/726,309 entitled "Air
Cleaner Assembly" filed on October 12, 2005, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPON-
SORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to filtration sys-
tems and methods, for example, air filtration systems and
methods such as those employed in conjunction with in-
ternal combustion engines.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] An air cleaner is a device installed on an internal
combustion engine to provide clean air for combustion
within the engine cylinder. Heavy duty air cleaners are
typically used on engines that power devices used for
industrial purposes, for example construction equipment
or agricultural equipment.
[0004] FIG. 1 (Prior Art) provides a perspective, par-
tially-exploded view of a typical conventional heavy duty
air cleaner assembly 0. As shown in FIG. 1, the air cleaner
assembly 0 includes an air cleaner 3 having a tubular
shaped housing 4 and a filter element 8 that uses pleated
paper to filter dust and other debris out of the combustion
air flow. The filter element 8 is placed inside the tubular
shaped housing 4, and is designed to provide a large
filter paper surface area to increase the time the engine
can be operated before cleaning or replacing the filter
element. A removable end cap 5 can be affixed to and
removed from the housing 4 to provide access to the filter
element 8, allowing replacement or servicing of the filter
element. The end cap 5 in the present view is shown to
be attached to the housing 4 even though the filter ele-
ment 8 is shown disassembled from (and outside of) the
housing.
[0005] In addition to the housing 4, end cap 5, and filter
element 8, FIG. 1 shows the air cleaner 3 to include a
number of other components. In particular, the air cleaner
3 includes a mushroom-shaped rain cap 1 that is config-
ured to be positioned onto (and over) an upwardly-ex-
tending input port 28 of the housing 4. Also, the air cleaner
includes cover retaining clips 6 by which the end cap 5
is fastened to the housing 4, a dirt ejection valve 7, and
a secondary or redundant filter element 9 (sometimes
referred to as a "safety" filter element) that fits concen-
trically within an inner cylindrical space within the filter
element 8 when the filter elements are installed within
the housing. It should be noted that FIG. 1 shows the
filter elements 8, 9 to be in positions that are approxi-

mately 180 degrees different from those the filter ele-
ments would occupy when implemented within the hous-
ing 4 and end cap 5 as shown, in order to show open
ends of those filter elements that only exist at one of the
two axial ends of each respective filter element.
[0006] The air cleaner assembly 0 further includes, in
addition to the components of the air cleaner 3, an air
duct 11, an adapter (air duct to carburetor) 13, gaskets
14 and 17, hose clamps 10, air cleaner brackets 18 and
24, and an air cleaner body clamp 20. Typically, the fil-
tered air output at an output port 29 of the air cleaner 3
is ducted to a carburetor or throttle body on a spark ignited
engine, or to an intake manifold on compression ignition
engines. In the present embodiment, the air cleaner as-
sembly 0 is shown to include the intake manifold 15. Also,
the air cleaner assembly 0 includes various fastening
components 2, 12, 16, 19, 21, 22, 23, and 25, which can
include, for example, bolts, washers, screws, etc. The air
cleaner 3 is mounted upon the engine by way of certain
of these fastening components, along with the air cleaner
brackets 18, 24 and the body clamp 20, which is coupled
to the air cleaner brackets and surrounds the tubular
housing 4. Also, the fastening component 2 is used to
clamp the rain cap 1 to the input port 28.
[0007] To further extend the service life of the filter el-
ement 8, the tubular housing 4 of the air cleaner 3 is
designed to spin the incoming air within the air cleaner,
particularly within an annular space existing between the
outer wall of the housing (and end cap 5) and the filter
element 8 positioned within the housing. Dirt particles
suspended in the incoming air centrifuge out against the
outer walls of the tubular housing 4, eventually reaching
the dirt ejection valve 7, which allows for the dirt to exit
the air cleaner 3. Thus, the amount of dirt and dust that
reaches the filter element 8 is significantly reduced. Fur-
ther, the rain cap 1 is installed onto the input port 28 of
the housing 4 to prevent ingestion of moisture and to
prevent other large debris from entering the housing.
[0008] While relatively heavy dirt particles tend to exit
the air cleaner 3 by way of the dirt ejection valve 7, the
otherwise unfiltered air continues through the air cleaner
3 by passing radially inward through the tubular pleated
paper of the filter element 8, and then proceeds further
radially inward through the secondary filter element 9 as
well, until the air reaches a central axial tubular passage
within the secondary filter element. The filtered air then
passes through and out of the axial tubular passage by
way of the output port 29 of the tubular housing 4. The
filtered air exiting the output port 29 of the tubular housing
4 then is ducted to the engine.
[0009] As mentioned, FIG. 1 shows the air cleaner 3
employed as a heavy duty air cleaner in connection with
the intake manifold 15. When the air cleaner assembly
0 is assembled and installed in relation to an engine (not
shown), the air duct 11 is coupled between the output
port 29 of the air cleaner 3 and the adapter 13 by way of
the hose clamps 10 (and related fastening components),
where the adapter 13 in turn is coupled to the intake man-
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ifold 15 with one of the gaskets 14 positioned therebe-
tween. The air duct 11, which can be a rubber hose, thus
conducts the filtered air into the engine intake manifold
15 by way of the adapter 13. The hose clamps 10 are
used to provide air tight seals between the air duct 11
and each of the output port 29 of the air cleaner housing
4 and the adapter 13 (or, in cases where the adapter is
not used, to the intake manifold itself).
[0010] Although conventional air cleaners such as that
of FIG. 1 successfully filter air, it would be desirable if
certain aspects of such air cleaners could be improved.
For example, with respect to the rain cap 1 as can be
used on such air cleaners, the rain cap is not ideal insofar
as it constitutes an additional, large component that pro-
trudes off of the housing. Not only is the protruding rain
cap vulnerable to being knocked off of the air cleaner
assembly, but also it increases the overall size of the air
cleaner assembly 0 in a manner that makes it more cum-
bersome to install and use. This can particularly limit the
applicability of the air cleaner 3/air cleaner assembly 0
in some circumstances where a smaller device is re-
quired.
[0011] Further for example, while conventional air
cleaners such as the air cleaner 3 are designed to
achieve a swirling, helical motion of the unfiltered air as
it enters into the air cleaner housing, such air cleaners
typically only have a chamber that, due to the shape of
interior wall, positively influences the air to take this path
over the course of about 90 degrees. Because of the
limited degree to which the air is influenced to take on
the swirling motion, the swirling motion imparted to the
unfiltered air is often not as strong as might be desirable
in order to achieve maximal centrifugal force action upon
dirt particles and other large debris such that such parti-
cles and debris are directed away from the filter element
within the air cleaner.
[0012] Additionally, the manner in which the air cleaner
3 is coupled to the intake manifold 15 and/or other por-
tions of the engine on which the air cleaner is mounted
requires a large number of components (e.g., the air duct
11, the hose clamps 10, the adapter 13, the body clamp
20, numerous assorted fastening devices, etc.). Conse-
quently, assembly of the air cleaner 3 onto an engine can
be a relatively complicated operation. For example, it can
be relatively difficult or time-consuming to assemble the
air duct 11 in conjunction with the housing 4 and the
adapter/intake manifold 13,15 in a sealed, airtight man-
ner. Further, because of the large number of parts, the
costs associated with not only the assembly of the air
cleaner 3 onto an engine but also the manufacturing of
the components of the air cleaner assembly 0 are higher
than what they might desirably be.
[0013] Therefore, it would be advantageous if an im-
proved design for an air cleaner assembly could be
achieved. In particular, in at least some embodiments, it
would be advantageous if a cumbersome mushroom-
shaped rain cap atop a protruding, upwardly-extending
air cleaner input port was not necessary, and/or if the air

cleaner assembly was a package of smaller size or more
practical shape so as to allow the air cleaner assembly
to be implemented in smaller spaces or in certain appli-
cations requiring such smaller packages or packages of
a less cumbersome size or shape. Also, in at least some
embodiments, it would be advantageous if the swirling
action within the air cleaner could be enhanced. Further,
in at least some embodiments, it would be advantageous
if the number and complexity of parts used in assembling
the air cleaner to an engine/intake manifold could be re-
duced.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] In at least some embodiments, the present in-
vention relates to an air cleaner that includes a housing
portion having an inlet, a filter element positioned within
the housing portion, and a rain cover coupled to the hous-
ing portion so that the inlet opens into the rain cover. The
rain cover includes an opening along an underside of the
rain cover to allow air to enter into the air cleaner, and at
least a preponderance of the rain cover extends substan-
tially no higher than the housing portion.
[0015] In at-least some further embodiments, the
present invention relates to an air cleaner that includes
a filter element, and a housing within which is positioned
the filter element and further having an inlet and an outlet,
the outlet being formed by way of an integrated extension.
The integrated extension is configured to allow the hous-
ing to be directly coupled to at least one of a carburetor
and an intake manifold without any intermediate air duct.
[0016] In at least some additional embodiments, the
present invention relates to an air cleaner that includes
a filter element configured to filter air, and a housing por-
tion within which is positioned the filter element. The
housing portion includes a shaped wall, where the
shaped wall includes an exterior surface and an interior
surface, and where the shaped wall influences a path of
the air that is to be filtered both as the air passes along-
side the exterior surface and as the air passes alongside
the interior surface.
[0017] Also, in at least some embodiments, the present
invention relates to a method of operating an air cleaner.
The method includes receiving air at a downwardly-open-
ing orifice formed within a rain cover, imparting a helical
motion upon the air as it proceeds within a first chamber
formed between the rain cover and a housing portion and
providing the air into an inlet of the housing portion. The
method additionally includes further imparting the helical
motion upon the air as it proceeds within a second cham-
ber of the housing portion, filtering the air, and outputting
the filtered air.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] FIG. 1 is a perspective, exploded view of a Prior
Art air cleaner assembly;
[0019] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an improved air

3 4 



EP 2 224 121 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

cleaner in accordance with at least one embodiment of
the present invention;
[0020] FIG. 3a is a perspective, partially-exploded
view of the improved air cleaner of FIG. 2 in which an
end cap and a half-duct air channel in particular are ex-
ploded from the air cleaner;
[0021] FIG. 3b shows a top view of a housing portion
of the improved air cleaner of FIG. 2;
[0022] FIGS. 3c and 3d show cross-sectional views of
the housing portion of FIG. 3b taken along lines C-C and
D-D of FIG. 3b, respectively;
[0023] FIG. 4a is a perspective view of a rain cover of
the improved air cleaner of FIG. 2;
[0024] FIG. 4b is a perspective view of the housing
portion of FIG. 3b, combined with an end cap, of the im-
proved air cleaner of FIG. 2;
[0025] FIGS. 5 and 6 show cross-sectional views of
the housing portion of FIG. 3b taken along lines 5-5 and
6-6 of FIG. 3b, respectively;
[0026] FIG. 7 shows a perspective, exploded view of
the improved air cleaner of FIG. 2 along with additional
engine components;
[0027] FIG. 8 shows a perspective, bottom view of an
alternate embodiment of a housing portion similar to that
of FIGS. 3a-3d except insofar as additional fins are
formed within and extend from a channel along the bot-
tom of the housing portion;
[0028] FIG. 9 shows a perspective, top view of an al-
ternate embodiment of an additional housing component
that can be employed in conjunction with the housing
portion of FIG. 8;
and
[0029] FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of the
housing portion of FIG. 8 when assembled to the addi-
tional housing component of FIG. 9, taken along a line
10-10 of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0030] Referring to FIG. 2, an improved air cleaner 100
in accordance with certain embodiments of the present
invention is shown in perspective view. In addition to hav-
ing a main tubular or cylindrical housing portion 104 and
an end cap 105, the improved air cleaner 100 also em-
ploys certain additional structures discussed in more de-
tail with respect to FIGS. 3a-d. One of these additional
structures is an additional housing component 107 that
assists in conveying filtered air output by the air cleaner
100 to a carburetor, intake manifold or similar engine
component (see FIG. 7), in place of the air duct 11, output
port 29 connected to the air duct, clamps 10 and adapter
13 of conventional embodiments such as that shown in
FIG. 1. The housing portion 104 and additional housing
component 107 alternatively can be referred to as a first
(or upper) housing or base, and a second (or lower) hous-
ing or base, respectively.
[0031] Further as shown in FIG. 2, in place of the body

clamp 20 (and related components) of FIG. 1, the air
cleaner 100 includes integral mounting brackets 138 that
allow for the air cleaner 100 to be directly mounted onto
an engine (or other surface). Additionally as shown, the
improved air cleaner 100 employs a rain hood or cover
128 as shown in more detail in FIGS. 4a and 7 rather
than the rain cap and associated upwardly-directed input
port of the air cleaner 3 of FIG. 1. When the air cleaner
100 is fully assembled, both the end cap 105 and the rain
cover 128 are coupled to the housing portion 104 by way
of retaining clips or attachment clasps 103, which typi-
cally are metal, plastic or rubber.
[0032] The present air cleaner 100 is intended to be
used as a heavy duty air cleaner, for example, for use in
conjunction with a 30 to 40 horsepower v-twin engine.
However, the present invention is also intended to en-
compass a wide variety of other embodiments of air
cleaners of different sizes, shapes and composition (not
necessarily heavy duty) other than the air cleaner 100,
including air cleaners that are applicable with respect to
other types of engines as well as with respect to other
devices that require air filtration. Indeed, it is also envi-
sioned that embodiments of the present invention will be
employed in circumstances requiring the filtration of sub-
stances other than air including, for example, other gas-
es, water, or oil. Among these circumstances are ones
in which annular/cylindrical filtering media are employed
and where swirling of the substances is advantageous
as a preliminary filtration step prior to passage of the
substances through the filtering media.
[0033] Turning to FIG. 3a, the improved air cleaner 100
is shown in a perspective, partially-exploded view, in par-
ticular, with the end cap 105 exploded from the cylindrical
housing portion 104 so as to reveal a primary filter ele-
ment 108 positioned within and extending out from the
housing portion. Further, the additional housing compo-
nent 107 is shown exploded from the cylindrical housing
portion 104. The additional housing component 107 has
an elbow (or curved integral adapter) 125 and a half-duct
channel 126, formed as one piece. The half-duct channel
126 forms a trough (see also FIG. 5) that at one end has
an outlet that is the elbow 125. The housing portion 104
is shown to include a complementary half-duct or mating
channel 127 along a bottom surface 119 of the housing
portion. An outlet channel 117 connects the interior of
the air cleaner 100 with the mating channel 127.
[0034] When the air cleaner 100 is assembled, the ad-
ditional housing component 107 and housing portion 104
are bonded and integrated together to form an airtight
passage for clean air being emitted from the air cleaner.
The bond in particular is formed between complementary
edges 171 of the mating channel 127 and half-duct chan-
nel 126 (only the edge of the mating channel is shown in
FIG. 3a), each of which in the present embodiment is an
elongated rectangle that is rounded at one end. In at least
some such embodiments, the bond is achieved by way
of a welding process, such as hot plate welding, sonic
welding, butt welding, etc. In at least some other embod-
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iments, the bond is achieved by way of a glue or adhesive.
In still other embodiments, the bond is achieved by way
of bolts, screws or other fasteners, or by a combination
of such fasteners with glue or welding. Additionally, in
alternate embodiments, the housing portion 104 and ad-
ditional housing component 107 are formed integrally
with one another; that is, the additional housing compo-
nent is formed as part of the housing portion 104.
[0035] FIG. 3b shows a top view of the housing portion
104, that is, with the rain cover 128 and end cap 105 both
removed from the housing portion. As shown, the hous-
ing portion 104 includes an inlet 90 into which unfiltered
air is drawn. Upon entering the inlet 90, the unfiltered air
is directed within the housing portion 104 both axially and
circumferentially (e.g., helically) away from a front end
91 toward a rear end 92 of the housing portion, where
the circumferential motion involves movement along an
exterior wall 144 of the housing portion, between the ex-
terior wall and the filter element 108, so as to swirl around
the filter element 108. Arrows 51 and 52 show exemplary
directions of air flow as it enters the inlet 90 (arrow 51)
and as the air continues to swirl around within the housing
portion (arrow 52).
[0036] Also shown in FIG. 3b is a substantially flat grate
or grid 132 extending from, and integrally formed with,
the front end 91 of the housing portion 104. As discussed
further with reference to FIGS. 4a-b, the grid 132 is sur-
rounded by the rain cover 128 when the cover is posi-
tioned onto the housing portion 104. Thus, substantially
all of the air circulating within the rain cover 128 passes
through the grid 132 prior to entering the inlet 90 (except
for possibly some minor excess flow between gaps
formed between the perimeter of the grid and the interior
surface of the rain cover). Consequently, as a result of
the grid 132, particularly large debris never reaches the
inlet 90 or enters the housing portion 104. Additionally,
as mentioned above and discussed further with respect
to FIGS. 5-6, as a result the swirling motion of the unfil-
tered air within the air cleaner 100, dirt and other large
debris that enters the inlet 90 also tends to be removed
from the swirling air due to centrifugal forces, before it
enters and passes through the filter element 108.
[0037] Further, FIGS. 3c and 3d respectively show
cross-sectional views of the housing portion 104 taken
along lines C-C and D-D of FIG. 3b, respectively. FIG.
3c in particular shows a cross-sectional view of the hous-
ing portion 104 taken vertically (or substantially vertically)
along an axial center line 199 of the housing portion 104,
where the axial center line in the present embodiment is
horizontal (or substantially horizontal). Additionally, FIG.
3c shows in phantom and partial cutaway the filter ele-
ment 108 as well as a secondary or redundant filter ele-
ment 118 positioned concentrically within the primary fil-
ter element 108 as the filter elements would be positioned
when the air cleaner 100 was fully assembled (as shown,
the filter elements extend out from the housing portion
104 when positioned fully therein, and it is the end cap
105 that in combination with the housing portion fully en-

closes the filter elements within the air cleaner). Each of
the filter elements 108, 118 are supported by and sealed
with respect to an inwardly-extending tubular extension
131 of the housing portion 104 that leads to the outlet
channel 117 of the housing portion. Also, each of the filter
elements 108, 118 and the tubular extension 131 are
axially centered about the axial center line 199.
[0038] As shown in FIG. 3c, air entering the housing
portion at the inlet 90 generally follows a path indicated
by a dashed line (and arrow heads) 141. More particu-
larly, upon entering the inlet 90, the air first swirls within
an annular space 98 formed between the exterior wall
144 of the housing portion 104 and a cylindrical interme-
diate inner wall 134 extending within the housing portion,
generally following a helical path. The air then continues
to swirl within an annular chamber 142 formed between
the exterior wall 144 of the housing portion 104 and the
primary filter element 108, generally continuing to follow
a helical path so as to move from the front end 91 toward
the rear end 92 of the housing portion 104. As a result,
heavy dirt or dust particles move toward the rear end 92
at which is located a one-way valve 137 (see FIG. 3a),
by which this material is ejected out of the air cleaner
100, and which in at least some embodiments can be a
metal or plastic reed valve, or a rubberized valve.
[0039] While the heavy dirt or dust particles helically
flow toward the rear end 92, the unfiltered air does not
indefinitely continue to flow helically but rather eventually
proceeds radially inward through the primary filter ele-
ment 108 and subsequently through the secondary filter
element 118, after which point the air (now filtered air)
enters an interior, axially-extending cylindrical cavity 146
within the secondary filter element. In at least some em-
bodiments, the primary filter element 108 is a pleated
paper filter element, while the secondary filter element
118 is a cloth or fibrous filter element. Upon reaching the
cylindrical cavity 146, the air then proceeds out of the
cavity through the tubular extension 131 and subse-
quently through the outlet channel 117. The filtered air
then further proceeds through a combination passage
148 formed by the half-duct channel 126 (e.g., the trough
formed therein) of the additional housing component 107
and the mating channel 127 of the housing portion 104,
and subsequently through and out the elbow 125, the
output orifice of which is located to the side of the vertical
cross-section shown in FIG. 3c. FIG. 3c further shows a
junction (or "weld line") 95 between the additional hous-
ing component 107 and the housing portion 104, where
those two pieces are bonded, fastened, or otherwise cou-
pled or joined together.
[0040] In comparison with FIG. 3c, FIG. 3d, which is
taken along a vertical cross-section to the side of the
vertical cross-section of FIG. 3c, does not substantially
show the tubular extension 131, the outlet channel 117,
the combination passage 148, the half-duct channel 126,
the mating channel 127, the additional housing compo-
nent 107, or the elbow 125, since these elements are
generally located proximate to the vertical cross-section-
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al plane of FIG. 3c. FIG. 3d also illustrates by way of an
arrow 149 that the inlet 90 by which air flows into the
housing portion 104 extends over a fairly large circum-
ferential distance.
[0041] Compared to the conventional system shown
in FIG. 1, due to the use of the additional housing com-
ponent 107 and housing portion 104 rather than the air
duct 11, adapter 13, clamps 10, etc. of FIG. 1, the im-
proved air cleaner 100 employs fewer parts and elimi-
nates hose joints where air leakage can occur. As a re-
sult, the improved air cleaner 100 is less likely to have
dirt or dust leaks into the clean combustion air in com-
parison with conventional designs such as that of FIG. 1.
[0042] Turning to FIGS. 4a-b, the improved air cleaner
100 replaces the rain cap 1 and associated upwardly-
extending inlet of the housing 4 of FIG. 1 with the low
profile rain cover or hood 128 and the inlet 90 of the hous-
ing portion 104. FIG. 4a in particular shows the rain cover
128 when removed from the housing portion 104. As
shown, the rain cover 128 is effectively an empty cup-
shaped structure that has substantially the same cylin-
drical diameter as both the housing portion 104 and the
end cap 105, and is similar in its exterior shape to the
end cap, but differs from the end cap particularly in that
it includes an air inlet opening 129 at or proximate its
bottom. In the present embodiment, the opening 129 is
effectively an aperture created by the absence of a por-
tion of the cylindrical wall of the rain cover 128, and ex-
tends the entire axial length of the rain cover. Also in the
present embodiment, the opening 129 has a first region
151 that is relatively narrow in circumferential extent at
an open end 153 of the rain cover 128 that faces the
housing portion 104 when assembled thereto, and also
has a second region 155 that is wider in circumferential
extent farther away from the open end 153.
[0043] In addition to the retaining clips/clasps 103 that
couple the rain cover 128 to the housing portion 104, a
number of ribs 75 are formed along the exterior surface
of the housing portion 104. When the rain cover 128 is
assembled to the housing portion 104, an outer edge or
lip 181 of the rain cover overhangs or surrounds one or
more of the ribs 75, such that a seal is formed between
the rain cover and the housing portion. Among other
things, this seal serves to direct moisture away from the
air inlet opening 129. In at least some embodiments, the
ribs 75 extend both circumferentially around the housing
portion 104 and axially along the surface of the housing
portion such that the seal formed by the ribs at the inter-
face of the rain cover and the housing portion is a laby-
rinth-type seal. In other embodiments, the ribs 75 only
extend circumferentially or axially, but not both, or extend
in some other arrangement. Although in the present em-
bodiment the ribs 75 are formed on the housing portion
104, in alternate embodiments the ribs could be formed
on the rain cover and/or on both the cover and the housing
portion.
[0044] As mentioned above, the grid 132 is molded
integrally with the housing 104, and serves to prevent

large dirt particles, debris, birds, rodents, etc from enter-
ing the air cleaner 100. In the present embodiment as
shown in FIG. 4b, the grid 132 is a planar wall that extends
horizontally (e.g., relative to the vertical cross-section
shown in FIG. 3c) along the axial center line 199. The
grid 132 extends substantially the entire inner diameter
of the rain cover 128 and also extends axially outward
sufficiently far so as to reach an inner end surface 157
of the rain cover (see FIG. 4a) when the rain cover is fully
assembled to the housing portion 104. In the present
embodiment, the inner end surface 157 of the rain cover
128 is further molded to include a slot 159 that is config-
ured to receive the far end of the grid 132 when the rain
cover 128 is fully coupled to the housing portion 104. In
at least some alternate embodiments, a damping ele-
ment (e.g., a round piece of closed cell foam material or
rubber/elastomeric material) can also be provided within
the rain cover 128, for example, within the slot 159, in
order to damp vibrations.
[0045] When the rain cover 128 is fully assembled to
the housing portion 104, the rain cover 128 interfaces
both the grid 132 and the ribs 75 in such a manner that
substantially the only (or at least the primary) flow pas-
sage from outside of the air cleaner 100 to the inlet 90
of the housing portion is by way of the grid 132. Further,
because the air inlet opening 129 is downwardly facing,
air and other items entering the air cleaner 100 must enter
from underneath the air cleaner (or at least underneath
the rain cover 128). Consequently, due to the assembly
of the rain cover 128 to the housing portion 104, including
the grid 132, rainwater (and other materials) are less like-
ly to enter (or are entirely prevented from entering) the
air cleaner 100, or at least the housing portion. Further,
because the rain cover 128 has the same or substantially
similar dimensions as the housing portion, particularly in
terms of diameter and thus height (and in particular pro-
trudes substantially no higher than the top of the remain-
der of the air cleaner), the rain cover is much less obtru-
sive, and consequently the air cleaner 100 is easier to
install and maintain, and is less susceptible to damage,
than conventional air cleaners.
[0046] As discussed above, heavy duty air cleaners
such as the present improved air cleaner 100 employ
centrifugal forces to fling the heavy dirt particles and other
small debris out of the induction air to pre-clean the air
prior to entry into the filter elements 108, 118. FIGS. 5
and 6 show additional cross-sections of the housing por-
tion 104 shown in FIG. 3b, particularly in order to provide
additional views of the helical path of incoming air into
and within the housing portion 104, as well as to further
illustrate the flow of filtered air through the elbow 125,
half-duct channel 126 and mating channel 127 discussed
above. More particularly, as shown in FIG. 5, incoming
air follows a curved path indicated by an arrow 133. Prior
to entering the inlet 90 of the housing portion 104, the air
follows the curved path in part due to its interaction with
the inner surface of the rain cover 128 (not shown). Upon
entering the inlet 90, the air continues to follow the curved
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path around the space 98 between the outer wall 144 of
the housing portion 104 and an intermediate inner wall
134 within the housing portion.
[0047] As should be evident from FIGS. 3c-d, which
also show the intermediate inner wall 134, the interme-
diate inner wall does not extend the entire length of the
housing portion 104 between the front and rear ends 91,
92, but rather only extends a portion of that length. Thus,
as discussed above, after the air proceeds nearly all of
the way around the housing portion 104 (e.g., nearly 360
degrees), it proceeds into the annular chamber 142
formed between the exterior wall 144 of the housing por-
tion 104 and the primary filter element 108, and then sub-
sequently into the filter element 108. It should be noted
that, although FIG. 5 shows the inlet 90 to be along the
left side, in fact that left side corresponds to the top of
the air cleaner 100/housing portion 104.
[0048] As noted above, the shape of the housing por-
tion 104 also imparts an axial component to the air flow
along the length of the housing. In particular, a shaped
wall 135 shown particularly in FIG. 3b (and also in FIGS.
3c, 4b and 7) imparts an axial component to the flow.
The shaped wall 135, which extends in a ramped, helical
or screw-type manner for about 90 degrees around the
circumference of the housing portion 104, serves to direct
the unfiltered air in a helical manner both due to the pas-
sage of the air within the rain cover 128 along the exterior
surface of the shaped wall prior to its entry into the inlet
90 (e.g., due to the fact that the inlet 90 is generally lo-
cated farther from the front end 91 than the opening 129
of the rain cover), and also due to the passage of the air
within the housing portion 104 after passing through the
inlet 90, particularly as it again circles around within the
space 98 so as to pass by the interior surface of the
shaped wall. Due to the shaped wall 135, air is caused
to swirl or spiral toward the rear end 92 of the housing
portion 104. Dirt and dust can then collect at the end of
the housing opposite the air inlet 90, and be emitted via
the one-way valve 137.
[0049] Because of the combination of the rain cover
128 and the housing portion 104, and because the in-
coming unfiltered air is directed along both the inside
surface of the shaped wall 135 as well as the exterior
surface of the shaped wall, incoming air is directed in a
helical, swirling motion over a greater distance within the
improved air cleaner 100 than in conventional air clean-
ers. For example, in the conventional air cleaner 3 shown
in FIG. 1, incoming air is directed by way of the rain cap
1 and input port 28 down a circular duct in the housing,
and subsequently a vane or wall with a somewhat helical
shape imparts spin to the air over merely about a quarter
turn (e.g., about 90 degrees) inside the housing. In con-
trast, the improved air cleaner 100 is configured to pos-
itively exert force over 180 degrees upon the incoming
unfiltered air so as to produce helical (including axial) air
flow, where the 180 degrees of influence is distributed
over about 450 degrees of overall air travel.
[0050] More particularly, since the shaped wall 135 ex-

tends approximately 90 degrees and since both the in-
terior and exterior helical surfaces provided by the
shaped wall produce helical (including axial) movement
of the unfiltered air, the shaped wall positively cause hel-
ical air flow over about 180 degrees. That is, the shaped
wall 135 imparts helical air flow both during the approx-
imately quarter turn while the air is between the rain cover
128 and the housing portion 104 flowing along the shaped
wall, and also during the approximately quarter turn while
the air is within the housing portion alongside the shaped
wall. At the same time, the unfiltered air does not expe-
rience the interior and exterior surfaces of the shaped
wall 135 continuously, but rather must travel about 270
degrees between the ending of the exterior surface and
the beginning of the interior surface, such that the effect
of the helical surfaces is spread out over the course of
about one full turn within the housing portion 104 and an
additional quarter turn within the rain cover 128 prior to
entry into the inlet 90.
[0051] In short, in the improved air cleaner 100, the
surfaces of the shaped wall 135 positively influence hel-
ical (including axial) flow over about 180 degrees, and
this 180 degrees of influence is spread out over 450 de-
grees of flow path. In effect, the positive influence of the
exterior surface of the shaped wall 135 5 is subsequently
boosted by the additional positive influence of the interior
surface of the shaped wall. As a result, in comparison
with conventional air cleaners such as that of FIG. 1, the
improved air cleaner 100 results in the creation of greater
helical air motion, resulting in improved diversion of dirt
and dust to the one-way valve 137 and also resulting in
less flow loss at the inlet 90.
[0052] In some alternate embodiments, additional hel-
ical, ramped or other shaped surfaces like the shaped
wall 135 5 can be provided at other locations as well to
further enhance the helical motion of the air within the air
cleaner 100. For example, with respect to FIG. 4b, while
the shaped wall 135 in the present embodiment is pro-
vided at a location 79 on the housing portion 104, an
additional similar ramped wall could be provided at a di-
ametrically opposite location 77 along the housing por-
tion 104. If the housing portion 104 is modified to include
such an additional shaped wall at the location 77, then
the multiple shaped walls of the air cleaner will positively
influence air flow to produce further helical movement of
the unfiltered air over a greater distance than 180 de-
grees, for example, over 210 degrees, 270 degrees, or
possibly even more (such a configuration is also provided
in the alternate embodiment shown in FIG. 8 discussed
below).
[0053] Referring still to FIGS. 5 and 6, additional cross-
sectional views of the half-duct channel 126, mating
channel 127 and elbow 125 are also provided. More par-
ticularly, FIG. 5 shows the half-duct channel 126 to have
the trough-shape described above, and to be coupled to
the mating channel 127 along the junction 95 so as to
form the combination passage 148.
FIG. 6 in turn shows where the combination passage 148
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empties into the interior orifice of the elbow 125 allowing
for airflow out of the air cleaner 100 into another compo-
nent such as a carburetor or intake manifold, as indicated
by an arrow 161. An optional orifice 163 is also shown in
FIG. 6 to be formed within the half-duct channel 126. The
orifice 163 allows a pressure detection device such as a
differential pressure device or "filter minder" (not shown)
to be coupled to the air cleaner 100, allowing for detection
of when the air cleaner (and particularly the filter elements
108, 118) are clogged or plugged (e.g., with dirt) and
need to be replaced. Otherwise, the orifice 163 typically
is plugged with a plug when the air cleaner 100 is in use.
It should further be noted that, although FIGS. 5 and 6
show the half-duct channel 126, mating channel 127 and
elbow 125 to be along the right sides of the respective
figures, in fact those right sides correspond to the bottom
of the air cleaner 100/housing portion 104.
[0054] Turning to FIG. 7, a more detailed, partially-ex-
ploded view is provided of the entire air cleaner 100 im-
plemented in conjunction with a portion of an engine,
namely, an exemplary carburetor assembly 88, which in
this example includes both an intake manifold 139 and
a carburetor 140. In this view, the end cap 105 and ad-
ditional housing component 107 in particular are still
shown to be coupled to the housing portion 104 even
though other components such as the rain cover 128 and
the primary and secondary filter elements 108, 118 are
shown to be removed from the housing portion. Never-
theless, it should be understood that both the end cap
105 and the rain cover 128 in the present embodiment
are fastened to the housing portion 104 by way of the
retaining clips/attachment clasps 103, albeit in other em-
bodiments other fastening mechanisms could be em-
ployed such as, for example, bayonet-type fastening
mechanisms, twist and lock mechanisms, screws, bolts,
snaps, etc. Also, while in FIGS. 3a, 4a and 7, the attach-
ment clasps 103 are shown to be primarily supported by
the housing portion 104 rather than the end cap 105 and
rain cover 128, such that the clasps are only in contact
with the end cap and rain cover when those components
are assembled to the housing portion, in alternate em-
bodiments, the clasps could instead be primarily support-
ed by the end cap and/or rain cover.
[0055] In the present embodiment, the air cleaner 100
also integrates the mounting system into the housing de-
sign, as shown by way of FIG. 7 as well as FIGS. 2 and
3a. More particularly, features on the elbow 125 such as
bolt holes 165 match carburetor mounting fastener holes
86 on the carburetor 140, such that bolts (not shown) can
be used to fasten the elbow directly to the carburetor. In
the present example, the carburetor 140 is a double-bar-
reled carburetor, and so the orifice of the elbow 125 is
oval-shaped (see FIGS. 2 and 3a). However, in alternate
embodiments employing a single-barreled carburetor the
shape of the orifice of the elbow could be modified (e.g.,
become circular). Additionally, holes and/or bosses 167
on the mounting brackets 138 (again see FIGS. 2 and
3a) are configured to mate to features 84 designed into

the intake manifold 139 so that the air cleaner 100 can
be directly mounted upon the intake manifold.
[0056] In at least some other embodiments of the
present invention, it is intended that the present invention
encompass methods of assembling an air cleaner to a
carburetor, intake manifold, other engine component, or
other device by way of the above-described structures.
Further, it is intended that the present invention in at least
some embodiments encompass methods of limiting the
intake of water, animals, insects, and/or other debris into
an air cleaner, and/or methods of imparting greater
amounts of helical motion upon unfiltered air entering the
air cleaner, by way of the above-described structures (in-
cluding directing air along both exterior and interior sur-
faces of a shaped wall). Also, it is intended that the
present invention in at least some embodiments encom-
pass methods of operating an air cleaner that include the
providing of a downwardly-opening rain cover in relation
to the air cleaner and directing that air through the rain
cover into the housing of the air cleaner.
[0057] Although FIGS. 2-7 and the related discussion
above describe one particular embodiment of an im-
proved air cleaner and several variations thereof, the
present invention is intended to encompass additional
embodiments of improved air cleaners as well. For ex-
ample, referring to FIGS. 8-10, a further embodiment of
an improved air cleaner is similar to the improved air
cleaner 100 except insofar as it employs a slightly differ-
ent housing portion 200 and complementary additional
housing component 210. As shown particularly in FIG.
8, which provides a perspective view of the housing por-
tion 200, the housing portion is identical to the housing
portion 104 except in a few respects. First, the housing
portion 200 has a differently-configured mating channel
202 having an edge 204 that is generally foot-shaped,
where the wider section of the foot-shaped mating chan-
nel is at the end of the channel opposite the end that
receives air from the outlet channel 117 of the housing
portion. Second, the housing portion 200 has multiple
curved (in this example, L-shaped) fins 206 extending
from within the mating channel 202 outward away from
the housing portion. Third, the housing portion 200 has
an additional shaped wall 205 located in the region of the
housing portion corresponding to the region 77 described
above with respect to FIG. 4b and thus, in this embodi-
ment, the housing portion is capable of imparting even
greater force upon incoming air tending to cause helical
air flow within the housing portion than is provided by the
air cleaner 100 described above.
[0058] As for the complementary additional housing
component 210, as shown in FIG. 9, that component is
similar to the additional housing component 107 in that
it includes a half-duct channel 214 forming a trough and
an elbow 218 leading outward from the trough to an outlet
orifice 226. However, in contrast to the housing compo-
nent 107, an edge 212 configured to mate with the edge
204 of the mating channel 202 is also generally foot-
shaped like the mating channel (as is the half-duct chan-
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nel 214 itself). Also, the half-duct channel 214 of the ad-
ditional housing component 210 is formed to include a
tongue-like extension 216 that rounds the inner bottom
surface of the housing component at the end of the hous-
ing component opposite the end at which is located the
elbow 218. In the present embodiment, the tongue-like
extension 216 extends somewhat above and past the
edge 212 of the half-duct channel 214. Further, in addition
to including a first orifice 220 corresponding to the orifice
163 of FIG. 6, which can be coupled to a filter minder,
the additional housing component 210 also includes a
second orifice 222 proximate the tongue-like extension
216 by which a carburetor vent line can optionally be
coupled to the half-duct channel 214, as well as a third
orifice 224 proximate the first orifice by which a breather
hose can be optionally coupled to the half-duct channel
(again, each of the orifices 220-224 is optional and can
alternatively be plugged rather than coupled to any of the
above-mentioned structures).
[0059] FIG. 10 additionally provides a cross-sectional
view showing an assembly 230 of the additional housing
component 210 and the housing portion 200 when as-
sembled along a weld line 228, taken along a line 10-10
of FIG. 8 (as the cross-section would appear if the two
components were shown to be assembled in FIG. 8). As
shown, when assembled, the tongue-like extension 216
protrudes somewhat into the outlet channel 117 of the
housing portion 200, while the fins 206 protrude into the
trough formed by the half-duct channel 214 (and even
possibly slightly into the elbow 218). It should be under-
stood that, while the present embodiment includes both
the fins 206 and the tongue-like extension 216, in alter-
nate embodiments only one or the other of these features
can be present Further, it should also be recognized that
a similar additional housing component having a tongue-
like extension could be used in combination with the
housing portion 103 of FIGS. 2-7.
[0060] In the embodiment of FIGS. 8-10 or similar em-
bodiments employing fins such as the fins 206, the fins
can serve to enhance or otherwise modify the quality
(and/or quantity) of airflow out of the elbow (not shown)
into a carburetor/intake manifold. For example, the fins
206 can limit turbulence of the air flow, compensate for
excessive air flow proximate one or another of the walls
of the combination passage/elbow, or affect jets of the
carburetor. Also, in embodiments employing the tongue-
like extension 216, the tongue-like extension can further
serve to enhance air flow from the outlet channel of the
housing portion into the passage formed by the half-duct
channel and mating channel, for example, by reducing
stalling of air flow.
[0061] Although the fins 206 and tongue-like extension
216 are shown in FIGS. 8-10, one or more protrusions
having shapes other than those of the fins or tongue-like
extension can also be employed depending upon the em-
bodiment. Also, in some embodiments, fins or other pro-
trusions could be formed within the additional housing
component rather than within the mating channel of the

housing portion, or within both the additional housing
component and the housing portion. Likewise, in some
embodiments, a tongue-like extension could be formed
as part of the housing portion rather than as part of the
additional housing component. Further, in some embod-
iments, one or more pieces separate from the housing
portion and the additional housing component can be
inserted in between those structures (e.g., between the
edges of those structures or within the combination pas-
sage formed by those structures) to influence air flow.
[0062] Many additional embodiments of air cleaners
having one or more features differing from those de-
scribed above are also intended to be encompassed by
the present invention. For example, while the channel
126 is above referred to as a "half-duct channel", the
above figures make it clear that actually the trough
formed within that channel encompasses more than half
of the combination passage 148 formed by that channel
and the mating channel 127. It should be understood
that, depending upon the embodiment, such channels
can be configured in various additional ways to form a
variety of combination passages that are formed to var-
ying degrees by the respective channels. Also for exam-
ple, while the elbow 125 described above has an outlet
orifice that empties toward the side of the air cleaner 100,
in alternate embodiments the elbow could be modified
so that it directed flow in various other directions (e.g.,
straight downward). Further for example, the L-shaped
fins described above need not be L-shaped in other em-
bodiments and instead could be merely flat fins.
[0063] Additionally, while the above description often
refers to particular orientations of air cleaners such as
the air cleaner 100 and various components thereof, it
should be understood that these described orientations
are only exemplary and need not be maintained in every
embodiment. For example, while the axial center line 199
is described above as being horizontal (or substantially
horizontal), in alternate embodiments, the axial center
line 199 could be oriented vertically (or substantially ver-
tically). In such embodiments, the orientation of the air
inlet opening 129 could be modified from that shown. For
example, the rain cover could be oriented at the bottom
of the air cleaner and have an air inlet opening that was
along the end of the rain cover rather than along its side,
so as to be downwardly-facing.
[0064] It is specifically intended that the present inven-
tion not be limited to the embodiments and illustrations
contained herein, but include modified forms of those em-
bodiments including portions of the embodiments and
combinations of elements of different embodiments as
come within the scope of the claims.

Features of the parent application include:

[0065]

1. An air cleaner comprising:
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a housing portion having an inlet;
a filter element positioned within the housing
portion; and
a rain cover coupled to the housing portion so
that the inlet opens into the rain cover,
wherein the rain cover includes an opening
along an underside of the rain cover to allow air
to enter into the air cleaner, and
wherein at least a preponderance of the rain cov-
er extends substantially no higher than the hous-
ing portion.

2. The air cleaner of feature 1, wherein the housing
portion is substantially cylindrical and the rain cover
is substantially cylindrical, and wherein the rain cover
is coupled the housing portion along an axial end of
the housing portion.

3. The air cleaner of feature 2, wherein the rain cover
has a first diameter that is substantially equal to a
second diameter of the housing portion.

4. The air cleaner of feature 1, wherein the inlet of
the housing portion does not protrude outward from
a main body portion of the housing portion.

5. The air cleaner of feature 1, wherein a chamber
exists within the rain cover by which the unfiltered
air is directed to the inlet of the housing portion, and
wherein the rain cover serves to limit water ingestion
into an engine to which the air cleaner is coupled.

6. The air cleaner of feature 5, wherein at least one
of a grid and a grille extends at least one of from the
housing portion toward a surface of the rain cover
and from the surface of the rain cover toward the
housing portion, and wherein the grid or grille at least
one of covers the opening and protrudes through the
chamber so as to prevent at least some debris, an-
imals or insects from passing into the inlet.

7. The air cleaner of feature 1 , wherein a seal is
formed between the rain cover and the housing por-
tion to prevent a liquid from entering into the inlet by
way of a junction between the rain cover and the
housing portion.

8. The air cleaner of feature 7, wherein the seal is a
labyrinth seal that includes at least one rib that is
configured to route water away from the opening.

9. The air cleaner of feature 8, wherein the labyrinth
seal includes a plurality of axially- extending and cir-
cumferentially-extending ribs.

10. The air cleaner of feature 1, wherein the housing
portion includes a shaped wall that serves to impart
a helical-type motion to at least a portion of the air

that entered the air cleaner by way of the opening.

11. The air cleaner of feature 10, wherein the shaped
wall has a helical shape and extends at least approx-
imately 90 degrees around a central axis of the air
cleaner.

12. The air cleaner of feature 10, wherein the shaped
wall has an interior surface and an exterior surface,
the interior surface facing an interior cavity of the
housing portion and the exterior surface facing the
rain cover.

13. The air cleaner of feature 12, wherein the helical-
type motion is imparted to the portion of the air both
prior to entry of the portion of the air into the inlet and
subsequent to the entry of the portion of the air into
the inlet.

14. The air cleaner of feature 1, further comprising
at least one feature integral with the air cleaner that
allows for at least one of the air cleaner to be mounted
to an engine, and the air cleaner to be mounted to a
carburetor.

15. The air cleaner of feature 1 , further comprising
a combination passage formed by a combination of
a half-duct channel and a mating channel, wherein
the combination passage leads from an outlet chan-
nel of the housing portion to an outlet of the air clean-
er.

16. The air cleaner of feature 15, wherein the chan-
nels and outlet are configured to allow the air cleaner
to be directly coupled to at least one of a carburetor
and an intake manifold without any intermediate air
duct.

17. An engine assembly including the air cleaner of
feature 1.

18. An air cleaner comprising:

a filter element;
a housing within which is positioned the filter el-
ement and further having an inlet and an outlet,
the outlet being formed by way of an integrated
extension,
wherein the integrated extension is configured
to allow the housing to be directly coupled to at
least one of a carburetor and an intake manifold
without any intermediate air duct.

19. The air cleaner of feature 18, wherein the housing
includes a primary housing portion and an additional
housing component that is coupled to the primary
housing portion, and wherein the integrated exten-
sion is formed from one or both of the primary hous-
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ing portion and the additional housing component.

20. The air cleaner of feature 19, wherein the addi-
tional housing component is coupled to the primary
housing portion by way of welding, glue or a fastening
device, and wherein the integrated extension is con-
figured to allow the housing to be directly coupled to
the carburetor or intake manifold without any inter-
mediate hose.

21. The air cleaner of feature 19, wherein the addi-
tional housing component includes a half-duct chan-
nel and an elbow, wherein the primary housing por-
tion includes an outlet channel and a mating channel,
and wherein coupling of the additional housing com-
ponent and the primary housing portion results in a
combination passage by which the outlet channel is
coupled to the elbow.

22. The air cleaner of feature 19, wherein at least
one protrusion extends within the outlet, the protru-
sion serving to influence a flow pattern of the air flow-
ing within or out of the outlet.

23. The air cleaner of feature 22, wherein the at least
one protrusion includes at least one fin.

24. The air cleaner of feature 23, wherein the at least
one protrusion includes a plurality of L-shaped fins
that protrude from a bottom surface of the primary
housing portion.

25. The air cleaner of feature 22, wherein the at least
one protrusion includes a tongue-like extension.

26. The air cleaner of feature 25, wherein the tongue-
like extension extends from an inner portion of the
additional housing component into the primary hous-
ing portion.

27. The air cleaner of feature 19, wherein the addi-
tional housing component includes at least one ori-
fice, and wherein at least one of a breather hose, a
carburetor vent line, and a pressure sensing device
is capable of being coupled to the at least one orifice.

28. The air cleaner of feature 18, wherein at least
one of the following is true:

a substantial portion of the housing is manufac-
tured from molded plastic; and
the integrated extension is integrally formed as
part of the housing.

29. The air cleaner of feature 18, further comprising
at least one of an end cap and a rain cover.

30. The air cleaner of feature 29, wherein the air

cleaner includes the rain cover, wherein the rain cov-
er has an opening proximate a bottom surface of the
rain cover to allow entry of unfiltered air, and wherein
a preponderance of the rain cover does not extend
substantially higher than the housing.

31. An engine assembly including the air cleaner of
feature 18.

32. An air cleaner comprising:

a filter element configured to filter air;
a housing portion within which is positioned the
filter element,
wherein the housing portion includes a shaped
wall,
wherein the shaped wall includes an exterior
surface and an interior surface,
and
wherein the shaped wall influences a path of the
air that is to he filtered both as the air passes
alongside the exterior surface and as the air
passes alongside the interior surface.

33. The air cleaner of feature 32, further comprising
a rain cover that is positioned so as to at least partly
enclose the shaped wall, wherein the path of the air
is influenced by the exterior surface of the shaped
wall due at least in part to a presence of the rain
cover.

34. The air cleaner of feature 32, wherein the shaped
wall imparts a helical air flow path to the air.

35. The air cleaner of feature 32, further comprising
integrated means for coupling an outlet of the hous-
ing portion to at least one of a carburetor and an
intake manifold.

36. The air cleaner of feature 32, further comprising
at least one bracket integrally formed upon the hous-
ing portion, by which the air cleaner can be directly
coupled to an engine assembly, and wherein the air
cleaner is a heavy duty air cleaner.

37. A method of operating an air cleaner, the method
comprising:

receiving air at a downwardly-opening orifice
formed within a rain cover;
imparting a helical motion upon the air as it pro-
ceeds within a first chamber formed between
the rain cover and a housing portion;
providing the air into an inlet of the housing por-
tion;
further imparting the helical motion upon the air
as it proceeds within a second chamber of the
housing portion;
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filtering the air; and
outputting the filtered air.

38. The method of feature 37, wherein the outputted
filtered air is output directly to at least one of a car-
buretor and an intake manifold by way of an exten-
sion integrated with the housing portion.

Claims

1. An air cleaner comprising:

a filter element;
a housing within which is positioned the filter el-
ement and further having an inlet and an outlet,
the outlet being formed by way of an integrated
extension, wherein the integrated extension is
configured to allow the housing to be directly
coupled to at least one of a carburetor and an
intake manifold without any intermediate air
duct.

2. The air cleaner of claim 1, wherein the housing in-
cludes a primary housing portion and an additional
housing component that is coupled to the primary
housing portion, and wherein the integrated exten-
sion is formed from one or both of the primary hous-
ing portion and the additional housing component.

3. The air cleaner of claim 2, wherein the additional
housing component is coupled to the primary hous-
ing portion by way of welding, glue or a fastening
device, and wherein the integrated extension is con-
figured to allow the housing to be directly coupled to
the carburetor or intake manifold without any inter-
mediate hose.

4. The air cleaner of claim 2, wherein the additional
housing component includes a half-duct channel and
an elbow, wherein the primary housing portion in-
cludes an outlet channel and a mating channel, and
wherein coupling of the additional housing compo-
nent and the primary housing portion results in a
combination passage by which the outlet channel is
coupled to the elbow.

5. The air cleaner of claim 2, wherein at least one pro-
trusion extends within the outlet, the protrusion serv-
ing to influence a flow pattern of the air flowing within
or out of the outlet.

6. The air cleaner of claim 5, wherein the at least one
protrusion includes at least one fin.

7. The air cleaner of claim 6, wherein the at least one
protrusion includes a plurality of L-shaped fins that
protrude from a bottom surface of the primary hous-

ing portion.

8. The air cleaner of claim 5, wherein the at least one
protrusion includes a tongue-like extension.

9. The air cleaner of claim 8, wherein the tongue-like
extension extends from an inner portion of the addi-
tional housing component into the primary housing
portion.

10. The air cleaner of claim 2, wherein the additional
housing component includes at least one orifice, and
wherein at least one of a breather hose, a carburetor
vent line, and a pressure sensing device is capable
of being coupled to the at least one orifice.

11. The air cleaner of claim 1, wherein at least one of
the following is true:

a substantial portion of the housing is manufac-
tured from molded plastic; and
the integrated extension is integrally formed as
part of the housing.

12. The air cleaner of claim 1, further comprising at least
one of an end cap and a rain cover.

13. The air cleaner of claim 12, wherein the air cleaner
includes the rain cover, wherein the rain cover has
an opening proximate a bottom surface of the rain
cover to allow entry of unfiltered air, and wherein a
preponderance of the rain cover does not extend
substantially higher than the housing.

14. An engine assembly including the air cleaner of claim
1.
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