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Description

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a controller for a condensing unit for a refrigeration system or for
other cooling systems. More particularly, the present invention relates to a condensing unit employing a variable capacity
compressor which is controlled by pulse width modulation using a variable duty cycle signal derived from one or more
system sensors. The condensing unit controller is capable of controlling a single evaporator or multiple evaporators of
similar or mixed temperatures.
[0002] The present invention is being described associated with a refrigeration system. It is to be understood that the
condensing unit of the present invention could be utilized for any other cooling system if desired.
[0003] Conventionally, refrigeration systems for refrigeration cases have employed air-cooled or water-cooled con-
densers fed by a rack of compressors. The compressors are coupled in parallel so that they may be switched on and
off in stages to adjust the system cooling capacity to the demands of the load. Typically, the compressors and condensers
are located outside of the building on the roof or in a machine room adjacent the area where the refrigeration cases are
located.
[0004] Within each refrigeration case is an evaporator fed by refrigerant lines from the condensers through which the
expanded refrigerant circulates to cool the case. Typically, a closed-loop control system regulates refrigerant flow through
the evaporators to maintain the desired case temperatures. Proportional-Integral-Derivative (PID) closed loop control
systems are popular for this purpose, with temperature and/or pressure sensors providing the sensed condition inputs.
[0005] It is common practice with retail outlets to use separate systems to supply different individual cooling temperature
ranges; low temperature (for frozen foods, ice cream, nominally -25 F); medium temperature (for meat, dairy products,
nominally +20 F); and high temperature (for floral, produce, nominally +35 to +40 F). The separate low, medium and
high temperature systems are each optimized to their respective temperature ranges. Normally, each will employ its
own rack of compressors and its own set of refrigerant conduits to and from the compressors, condensers and evaporators.
[0006] The conventional arrangement, described above, is very costly to construct and maintain. Much of the cost is
associated with the long refrigerant conduit runs. Not only are long conduit runs expensive in terms of hardware and
installation costs, but the quantity of refrigerant required to fill the conduits is also a significant cost factor. The longer
the conduit run, the more refrigerant required. Adding to these added costs are environmental factors. Eventually fittings
leak, allowing the refrigerant to escape to the atmosphere. Invariably, long conduit runs involve more conduit joints that
may potentially leak. When a leak does occur, the longer the conduit run, the more refrigerant lost.
[0007] One solution to the above described problems is disclosed in U.S. Patent 6,047,557. The solution presented
in the above patent is a distributed refrigeration system in which the condenser is disposed on the refrigeration case
and serviced by a special pulse-width modulated compressor that may be also disposed within the case. If desired, the
condenser and compressor can be coupled to service a group of adjacent refrigerant cases, each case having its own
evaporator. Further, multiple compressors with at least one pulse-width modulated compressor can be used to handle
large evaporator load line-up. Also, the condenser can be disposed in a housing with the evaporator to provide a self-
contained package, or can be disposed remotely, as In a split system. The pulse-width modulated compressor is driven
by a control system that supplies a variable duty cycle control signal based on measured system load.
[0008] While the above described pulse-width modulated compressor and refrigeration system have performed sat-
isfactorily, the continued development of these systems has been directed toward controlling the capacity of the com-
pressor, the condenser and other components within the condensing unit.
[0009] WO 99/17066 discloses an adaptive control for a refrigeration system using a pulse width modulated duty cycle
scroll compressor.
[0010] The present invention provides a cooling system according to claim 1.
[0011] The present Invention will be further described by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 is a system block diagram of a prior art refrigeration system configuration;
Figure 2 is a system block diagram of a condensing unit or cooling system in accordance with the present invention:
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of a pulse-width modulated compressor shown in the loaded state;
Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the compressor of Figure 3, shown in the unloaded state;
Figure 5 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the piston assembly shown in Figures 3 and 4;
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional top view of the non-orbiting scroll shown in Figures 3 and 4;
Figure 7 is another embodiment of a condensing unit or cooling system in accordance with the present invention;
Figure 8 is a schematic view illustrating the controller shown in Figure 7;
Figure 9 is a flow diagram for the control system of the present invention;
Figure 10 is a plan view of the oontrols for the controller shown in Figures 7 and 8;
Figure 11 is a schematic view illustrating a case controller and system controller in accordance with the present
invention; and
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Figure 12 is a system block diagram of a condensing unit or cooling system in accordance with an alternative
embodiment of the present invention.

[0012] Referring now to the drawings in which like reference numerals designate like or corresponding parts throughout
the several views, there is shown in Figure 1a conventional refrigeration system that is identified generally by reference
numeral 10. Refrigeration system 10 includes a plurality of compressors 12 and a condenser 14 located remote from a
plurality of refrigeration cases 16. In this illustration, compressors 12 are configured in a parallel bank located in a
machine room or on a roof 18 of a building. Compressors 12 supply condenser 14 that may be air cooled or water cooled.
Condenser 14 supplies liquid refrigerant to a receiver 20. Receiver 20, in turn, supplies refrigerant to the Individual
refrigeration cases 16, which are connected in parallel, as illustrated. In most implementations, a liquid line solenoid
valve 22 is used to regulate the flow of refrigerant to the associated evaporator 24. The refrigerant Is supplied to evaporator
24 through a suitable expansion device such as expansion valve 26. Expansion valve 26 provides a restricted orifice
that causes the liquid refrigerant to atomize into liquid droplets that are introduced into the inlet side of evaporator 24.
Evaporator 24, located within refrigerant case 16, extracts heat from case 16 and its contents by vaporization of the
liquid droplets into a gas. Compressors 12 extract this gas by suction and compress the gas. The high-temperature
compressed gas is then cooled by condenser 14 back into the liquid state and returned to receiver 20, whereupon the
cycle continues.
[0013] To match cooling capacity to the load, compressors 12 may be switched on and off individually or in groups as
required. In a typical retail outlet installation, there may be several independent systems, each configured as shown In
Figure 1, to handle different operating temperature ranges. Note that a liquid line 28 and a suction line 30 may each
need to be quite lengthy (e.g., up to 150 feet) to span the distance from refrigeration cases 16 to a machine room or roof 18.
[0014] Figure 2 shows a condensing unit or cooling system 40 configured In accordance with the principles of the
present invention. Cooling system 40 includes a refrigeration case 42, a compressor 44, a condenser 46, a first expansion
valve 48, an economizer 50, a second expansion valve 52 and an evaporator 54. While cooling system 40 is being
illustrated in conjunction with refrigeration case 42, it is within the scope of the present invention to use cooling system
40 in conjunction with other cooling devices if desired.
[0015] Condenser 46 and compressor 44 are both disposed within case 42 or attached thereto. Evaporator 54 and
the associated expansion valves 48 and 52 are likewise disposed within case 42. Condenser 46 includes a heat removal
mechanism 56 by which heat is transferred to ambient. Heat removal mechanism 56 can be a water jacket connected
to suitable plumbing for carrying waste heat to a water cooling tower located on the building roof or elsewhere exterior
to the building. Alternately, heat removal mechanism 56 can be a forced-air cooling system or a passive convection-air
cooling system. Cooling system 40 also uses a liquid-line shut off valve 58 for controlling the flow of refrigerant to
evaporator 54. Valve 58 communicates with control sensors to supply the refrigerant to evaporator 54 on demand.
[0016] Figure 12 shows an alternative embodiment of a condensing unit or cooling system 240 configured in accordance
with the principles of the present invention. Cooling system 240 includes a series of refrigeration cases 242a, 242b and
242c, as well as a group of compressors 244a, 244b, 244c and 244d. The group of compressors 244a-d includes at
least one pulse-width modulated compressor 244d. Cooling system 240 is a split system wherein compressors 244a-d
are on a roof or in a machine room 18 of a building, while refrigeration cases 242a-c are disposed in a retail area of the
building. In machine room 18 along with compressors 244a-d are a condenser 246, a first expansion valve 248, and an
economizer 250. Along with the refrigeration cases 242a-c, cooling system 240 includes a second expansion valve 252
and an evaporator 254. While cooling system 240 is illustrated in Figure 12 in conjunction with refrigeration cases 242a-
c, it is within the scope of the present invention to use cooling system 240 in conjunction with other cooling devices it
desired.
[0017] Condenser 246 includes a heat removal mechanism 256 by which heat is transferred to ambient. Heat removal
mechanism 256 can be a water jacket connected to suitable plumbing for carrying waste heat to a water cooling tower
located on the building roof or elsewhere exterior to the building. Alternatively, heat removal mechanism 256 can be a
forced-air cooling system or a passive convection-air cooling system. Cooling system 240 also uses a liquid-lined shut-
off valve 258 for controlling the flow of refrigerant to each evaporator 254. Valve 258 communicates with control sensors
to supply the refrigerant to evaporator 254 on demand.
[0018] Cooling system 240, like cooling system 40, employs the compressor controller 60 to supply a pulse-width
modulated control signal on a capacity signal line 62 to a capacity solenoid valve 64 for compressor 244d. Again,
controller 60 adjusts the pulse width of the control signal for valve 64 using an algorithm described below. While only
one pulse-width modulated compressor 244d is shown in Figure 12, more compressors can include a capacity solenoid
valve 64 for pulse-width modulation by controller 60. Further, while not shown in Figure 12, controller 60 may also supply
a pulse-width modulated vapor-injection signal on an injection signal line to an injection solenoid valve for any of com-
pressors 244a-d. Controller 60 adjusts the pulse width of the control signal for the injection solenoid valve using an
algorithm described below.
[0019] Cooling system 40 employs a condensing unit or system controller 60 that supplies a pulse-width modulated
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control signal on a capacity signal line 62 to a capacity solenoid valve 64 for compressor 44. Controller 60 adjusts the
pulse width of the control signal for valve 64 using an algorithm described below. Controller 60 also supplies a pulse-
width modulated vapor-injection signal on an injection signal line 66 to an injection solenoid valve 68 for compressor 44.
Controller 60 adjusts the pulse width of the control signal for valve 68 using an algorithm described below.
[0020] Figures 3 and 4 show the details of compressor 44. Scroll compressor 44 comprises an outer shell 70 within
which is disposed a driving motor including a stator 72 and a rotor 74, a crankshaft 76 to which rotor 74 is secured, an
upper bearing housing 78 and a lower bearing housing 80 for rotatably supporting crankshaft 76 and a compressor
assembly 82.
[0021] Compressor assembly 82 includes an orbiting scroll member 84 supported on upper bearing housing 78 and
drivingly connected to crankshaft 76 via a crankpin 86 and a drive bushing 88. A non-orbiting scroll member 90 is
positioned in meshing engagement with orbiting scroll member 84 and is axially movably secured to upper bearing
housing 78 by means of a plurality of bolts (not shown) and associated sleeve members (not shown). An Oldham coupling
92 cooperates with scroll members 84 and 90 to prevent relative rotation therebetween. A partition plate 94 is provided
adjacent the upper end of shell 70 and serves to divide the interior of shell 70 into a discharge chamber 96 at the upper
end thereof and a suction chamber 98 at the lower end thereof.
[0022] In operation, as orbiting scroll member 84 orbits with respect to scroll member 90, suction gas is drawn into
suction chamber 98 of shell 70 via a suction fitting 100. From suction chamber 98, suction gas is sucked into compressor
82 through an inlet 102 provided in non-orbiting scroll member 90. The intermeshing scroll wraps provided on scroll
members 84 and 90 define moving pockets of gas that progressively decrease in size as they move radially inwardly as
a result of the orbiting motion of scroll member 84, thus compressing the suction gas entering via inlet 102. The com-
pressed gas is then discharged into discharge chamber 96 via a discharge port 104 provided in non-orbiting scroll
member 90 and a passage 106 formed in partition 94. A pressure responsive discharge valve 108 is preferably seated
within discharge port 104.
[0023] Non-orbiting scroll member 90 is also provided with an annular recess 110 formed In the upper surface thereof.
A floating seal 112 is disposed within recess 110 and is biased by intermediate pressurized gas against partition 94 to
seal suction chamber 98 from discharge chamber 96. A passage 114 extends through non-orbiting scroll member 90 to
supply the intermediate pressurized gas to recess 110.
[0024] A capacity control system 120 is shown in association with compressor 44. Control system 120 includes a
discharge fitting 122, a piston 124, a shell fitting 126 and solenoid valve 64. Discharge fitting 122 is threadingly received
or otherwise secured within discharge port 104. Discharge fitting 122 defines an internal cavity 130 and a plurality of
discharge passages 132. Discharge valve 108 is disposed below fitting 122 and below cavity 130. Thus, pressurized
gas overcomes the biasing load of discharge valve 108 to open discharge valve 108 and allowing the pressurized gas
to flow into cavity 130, through passages 132, and Into discharge chamber 96.
[0025] Referring now to Figures 3, 4 and 5, the assembly of discharge fitting 122 and piston 124 is shown in greater
detail. Discharge fitting 122 defines an annular flange 134. Seated against flange 134 is a lip seal 136 and a floating
retainer 138. Piston 124 is press fit or otherwise secured to discharge fitting 122 and piston 124 defines an annular
flange 140 that sandwiches seal 136 and retainer 138 between flange 140 and flange 134. Discharge fitting 122 defines
a passageway 142 and an orifice 144 that extends through discharge fitting 122 to fluidically connect discharge chamber
96 with a pressure chamber 146 defined by discharge fitting 122, piston 124, seal 136, retainer 138 and shell 70. Shell
fitting 126 is secured within a bore defined by shell 70 and slidingly receives the assembly of discharge fitting 122, piston
124, seal 136 and retainer 138. Pressure chamber 146 is fluidically connected to solenoid 64 by a tube 148 and with
suction fitting 100 and thus suction chamber 98 through a tube 150. The combination of piston 124, seal 136 and floating
retainer 138 provides a self-centering sealing system to provide accurate alignment with the internal bore of shell fitting
126. Seal 136 and floating retainer 138 include sufficient radial compliance such that any misalignment between the
internal bore of fitting 126 and the internal bore of discharge port 104 within which discharge fitting 122 is secured is
accommodated by seal 136 and floating retainer 138.
[0026] In order to bias non-orbiting scroll member 90 into sealing engagement with orbiting scroll member 84 for normal
full-load operation, solenoid valve 64 is deactivated (or it is activated) by controller 60 to block fluid flow between tube
148 and tube 150. In this position, chamber 146 is in communication with discharge chamber 96 through passageway
142 and orifice 144. The pressurized fluid at discharge pressure within chambers 96 and 146 will act against opposite
sides of piston 124, thus allowing for the normal biasing of non-orbiting scroll member 90 towards orbiting scroll member
84 to sealingly engage the axial ends of each scroll member with the respective end plate of the opposite scroll member.
The axial sealing of the two scroll members 84 and 90 causes compressor 44 to operate at 100% capacity.
[0027] In order to unload compressor 44, solenoid valve 64 will be actuated (or it will be deactuated) by controller 60
to the position shown in Figure 4. In this position, suction chamber 98 is in direct communication with chamber 146
through suction fitting 100, tube 150, solenoid valve 64 and tube 148. With the discharge pressure pressurized fluid
released to suction from chamber 146, the pressure difference on opposite sides of piston 124 will move non-orbiting
scroll member 90 upward to separate the axial end of the tips of each scroll member with its respective end plate and
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the higher pressurized pockets will bleed to the lower pressurized pockets and eventually to suction chamber 98. Orifice
144 is incorporated to control the flow of discharge gas between discharge chamber 96 and chamber 146. Thus, when
chamber 146 is connected to the suction side of the compressor, the pressure difference on opposite sides of piston
124 will be created. A wave spring 152 is incorporated to maintain the sealing relationship between floating seal 112
and partition 94 during modulation of non-orbiting scroll member 90. When a gap 154 is created between scrolls 84 and
92, the continued compression of the suction gas will be eliminated. When this unloading occurs, discharge valve 108
will move to its closed position, thereby preventing the backflow of high pressurized fluid from discharge chamber 96
on the downstream refrigeration system. When compression of the suction gas is to be resumed, solenoid valve 64 will
be deactuated (or it will be actuated) to again block fluid flow between tubes 148 and 150 allowing chamber 146 to be
pressurized by discharge chamber 96 through passageway 142 and orifice 144.
[0028] Referring now to Figures 3, 4 and 6, a fluid injection system 158 for compressor 44 is shown in greater detail.
Compressor 44 includes the capability of having fluid injected into the Intermediate pressurized moving chambers at a
point intermediate suction chamber 98 and discharge chamber 96. A fluid-injection fitting 160 extends through shell 70
and is fluidically connected to an injection tube 162, which is in turn fluidically connected to an injection fitting 164 secured
to non-orbiting scroll member 90. Non-orbiting scroll member 90 defines a pair of radial passages 166, each of which
extend between injection fitting 164 and a pair of axial passages 168. Axial passages 168 are open to the moving
chambers on opposite sides of non-orbiting scroll member 90 of compressor assembly 82 to inject the fluid Into these
moving chambers as required by controller 60.
[0029] Figure 2 illustrates vapor injection system 158, which provides the fluid for the fluid Injection system of com-
pressor 44. Compressor 44 is shown in a cooling system including condenser 46, first expansion valve or throttle 48,
economizer 50, a second expansion valve or throttle 52, an evaporator 54 and a series of piping interconnecting the
components as shown in Figure 2. Compressor 44 is operated by the motor to compress the refrigerant gas. The
compressed gas is then liquefied by condenser 46. The economizer 50 can be a flash-tank or heat-exchanger type
economizer. As shown, the liquefied refrigerant passes through expansion valve 48 to flash-tank type economizer 50
where it is separated into gas and liquid. The gaseous refrigerant further passes through additional piping to be introduced
into compressor 44 through fitting 160. On the other hand, the remaining liquid refrigerant further expands in expansion
valve 52, is then vaporized in evaporator 54 and is again taken into compressor 44.
[0030] Referring again to Figure 2, the incorporation of flash-tank economizer 50 and the remainder of the vapor
injection system allows the capacity of the compressor 44 to increase above the fixed capacity of compressor 44.
Typically, at standard refrigeration conditions, the capacity of the compressor 44 can be increased by approximately
30% to provide a compressor with 130% of its capacity. In order to be able to control the capacity of compressor 44,
solenoid valve 68 is positioned between economizer 50 and fitting 160. The increased capacity of compressor 44 can
be controlled by controller 60, which operates solenoid valve 68 either in a pulse width injection or continuous injection
mode. Solenoid valve 68, when operated in a pulse width modulation mode, in combination with capacity control system
120 of compressor 44 allows the capacity of compressor 44 to be positioned anywhere between 0% and 130% of its
fixed capacity to accommodate faster load pull down.
[0031] Referring to Figure 7, a single compressor 44 and condenser 46 can service several distributed refrigeration
cases or several distributed cooling units in a heating and cooling (HVAC) system. In Figure 7, the refrigeration cases
or cooling system housings are shown as dashed boxes designated 42a, 42b and 42c. Conveniently, compressor 44
and condenser 46 may be disposed within or attached to one of the refrigeration cases or housings, such as refrigerant
case or housing 42a or disposed remotely, such as in a split system as shown in Figure 12, wherein the compressor 46
and condenser 44 are in a machine room or in a building roof 18. Each refrigeration case or housing has its own evaporator
and associated second expansion valve as illustrated at 54 (a, b, c) and 52 (a, b, c) as well as a liquid line shut off valve
58 (a, b, c) and a thermostat 172 (a, b, c), which controls a respective liquid line shut off valve 58 (a, b, c). In addition,
one of the refrigeration cases or housings, typically the lowest temperature case or housing, may have a temperature
sensor 174 as illustrated for refrigeration case or housing 42a. When temperature sensor 174 is included, it supplies
output information to controller 60 as described below. Finally, a pressure sensor 176 can be included which monitors
the pressure of the refrigerant entering suction fitting 100. Pressure sensor 176 supplies this information to controller
60 as described below.
[0032] Alternatively, each evaporator 54 can have its own case controller 300 to perform defrost, fan, and electronic
expansion valve control based on the case temperature and case outlet pressure, as shown in Figures 2, 7 and 11.
Referring specifically to Figure 11, a group of refrigeration cases 42a, 42b, 42c each included a case controller 300a,
300b, 300c, respectively. Temperature sensors 174a, 174b and 174c and pressure sensors 176a, 176b and 176c provide
temperature and case outlet pressure measurements to the respective case controllers 300a, 300b and 300c. The case
controllers 300a, 300b and 300c are connected via a digital two-way communication path 310 to the system controller
60, whereby temperature and pressure sensor values and case demand loading state (1 or 0) can be provided to system
controller 60 by case controllers 300a, 300b and 300c. Further, each case controller 300a, 300b and 300c performs
defrost, electronic expansion valve, and fan control locally based on the receive temperature and pressure sensor values.
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[0033] The multiple case or multiple cooling unit embodiment of Figure 7 shows how a single compressor 44 can be
pulse-width modulated for capacity control and vapor injection by controller 60 to supply the Instantaneous demand for
cooling. Temperature sensor 174 and/or pressure sensor 176 provide an indication of the load on the system. Controller
60 adjusts the pulse width modulation of both the capacity control system 120 and the vapor injection system to modulate
the compressor between its high capacity and low capacity states to meet the instantaneous demand for refrigerant as
described below.
[0034] Controller 60 is capable of controlling the capacity of compressor 44 by using pulse width modulation of solenoid
valve 64. The capacity of compressor 44 can be controlled from 0% to 100% but for this embodiment, the capacity is
modulated from 10% to 100% by pulse width modulation operation. In addition, the capacity of compressor 44 can be
increased anywhere from 100% to approximately 130% by pulse width modulation of solenoid valve 68, which controls
the vapor injection system of the present invention. It is also possible for controller 60 to operate solenoid valve 68 in
an on/off manner if desired. The operational characteristics and algorithms incorporated into controller 60 are detailed
below.
[0035] Controller 60 is capable of controlling either single-evaporator (Figure 2) or multi-evaporator (Figure 7) refrig-
eration systems. The multi-evaporator systems could have evaporators at similar temperatures or at mixed temperatures
by employing electronic pressure regulators in the higher temperature evaporators.
[0036] Referring now to Figures 7 and 8, controller 60 is shown in greater detail. Controller 60 controls an alarm output
200 that will remain on during any alarm condition. Alarm output 200 will reset itself when all alarm conditions are gone.
[0037] Controller 60 controls the operation of a first condenser fan 202 and a second condenser fan 204. Cooling
system 40 includes two condenser fan motors and fans for condenser 46. Controller 60 controls the operation of the
motor for compressor 44 as shown at 206, it controls the operation of vapor injection solenoid valve 68 as shown at 208
and it controls the operation of capacity control solenoid valve 64 as shown at 210.
[0038] Various inputs are provided to controller 60. These inputs include control power at 212, an optional suction
pressure input from pressure sensor 176 at 214, an optional load case temperature input from temperature sensor 174
at 216, the temperature of refrigerant at the mid-coil or the coil return of condenser 46 from a temperature sensor 218
at 220 and the temperature of the discharge gas of compressor 44 from a temperature sensor 222 at 224. Using the
various inputs, controller 60 can control the capacity of compressor 44 based on either case air temperature, compressor
suction pressure, or both as detailed below. Controller 60 and the various terminal blocks are housed in an enclosure
(not shown) suitable for mounting on cooling system 40.
[0039] While not specifically detailed, cooling system 40 also includes a low pressure cutout electromechanical switch
to stop compressor 44 at very low suction pressure for vacuum protection; and a high head pressure cutout electrome-
chanical switch to stop compressor 44 at very high discharge pressure, if such protection is required. As detailed above,
each evaporator 54 (a, b, c) has associated with it their own liquid line solenoid valve 58 (a, b, c), their own temperature
sensors 172 (a, b, c) and their own thermostatic expansion valve 52 (a, b, c). None of these valves or sensors are in
communication with controller 60. The only communication with controller 60 is through lead case temperature sensor
174 and/or suction pressure sensor 176. Finally, controller 60 is capable of being switched between refrigerants, including,
but not limited to, R-404A, R-407C, R-22, R-134a and R-410A as detailed below.

Compressor Capacity Control Algorithms (Figure 9).

[0040] Controller 60 modulates the capacity of compressor 44 through pulse width modulation control of solenoid
valve 64 and/or solenoid valve 68. There are two different Proportional-Integral-Derivative control loops. Controller 60
can be set to use suction pressure control using sensor 176, lead case temperature control using sensor 174 or a
combination of lead case temperature control with suction control backup using sensors 174 and 176. Each will be
described in turn.
[0041] Suction Pressure Control: During suction pressure control, compressor 44 will be operated with the loading
time adjusted to maintain an average suction pressure at a suction pressure set point 230. Determining the average
suction pressure will be done by taking many samples of suction pressure during each load/unload cycle time of com-
pressor 44 and then filtering this suction pressure data using a digital filter 232. The digital filter will produce a useful
average pressure for control purposes by removing almost all of the pressure fluctuations caused by the loading and
unloading of compressor 44. Preferably, the sampling rate of the digital filter will be inversely proportional to the pulse-
width-modulation (PWM) cycle time so that regardless of the PWM cycle time selected, the digital filter will operate with
twenty samples during each PWM cycle. The filtering thus achieved will have appropriate timing to match the PWM
cycle time selected. Control of the suction pressure is by PID algorithm. The suction pressure set point is settable at
controller 60 as described below. The signal from suction pressure sensor 176 is first routed through the digital filter and
then to the suction pressure PID algorithm. If suction pressure control is chosen, then the lead case temperature PID
algorithm is Ignored.
[0042] Lead Case Temperature Control: During lead case temperature control, compressor 44 will be operated with
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the loading duty cycle percentage adjusted to maintain the temperature of air in the chosen lead case at a lead case
temperature set point 234. Control of this lead case temperature will be by PID algorithm. The lead case temperature
set point will be settable on controller 60 as described below. The signal from temperature sensor 174 will go directly to
the lead case temperature PID algorithm. If lead case temperature control is chosen, the suction pressure PID algorithm
will be ignored.
[0043] Combination Control: During combination control, compressor 44 will be operated to achieve both suction
pressure set point 230 and lead case temperature set point 234. The capacity of compressor 44 will be increased until
both of these set points are satisfied. The combination control is accomplished by allowing both suction pressure PID
control and lead case temperature PID control to function simultaneously. Controller 60 gives dominance to whichever
PID control calls for the lowest compressor capacity. The determination of which one controls will be recalculated during
each unloaded cycle for compressor 44. The preferred intent of this combination control is that lead case temperature
will be the dominant control most of the time, so it must require the lesser compressor capacity. Thus, the lead case
temperature set point will usually be set to a slightly higher refrigeration temperature than the suction pressure set point
by itself would achieve. The outputs of the two PID control functions (one for suction pressure and one for lead case
temperature) will be combined in a selector 236 that will pass on the lesser of the two. The selector will supply the signal
to a capacity modulation generator 238. The capacity modulation generator generates the timing of PWM solenoid valve
64 which is provided to a solenoid driver 240. The reason for preferring dominance of the lead case temperature is that
if the suction pressure set point were set to achieve a lower temperature than the lead case temperature set point, then
the suction pressure control would dominate and the temperature of the lead case would be held at a temperature lower
than the lead case temperature set point. Such settings essentially disable the usefulness of the lead case temperature
measurement. The presence of suction pressure control during a dominant lead temperature control is useful during
defrosts of the lead case because the suction pressure is lower than the lead case temperature during defrost. In addition,
the pressure of suction pressure sensor 176 enables better condenser control and better protection against short cycling
the compressor motor when suction pressure goes too low. The combination control mode will have no inner loop and
no outer loop. The two PID control paths are equals, both active, with selector 236 determining which has controlling
effect at the moment.
[0044] To convert to pulse width modulation, the output of the selector algorithm of selector 236 will be converted to
a duty cycle value of a repeating pulse by capacity modulation generator 238. The output of capacity modulation generator
238 will control solenoid valve 64 of compressor 44. More capacity will cause solenoid valve 64 to be energized (or de-
energized) during a smaller proportion of the cycle time to Increase compressor 44’s capacity. The output capacity is
calculated as follows: 

where e(t) Is the error signal between the sensed value and the set point, Kp is the proportional constant, Kd is the

derivative constant, and  is the integral constant. The two PID (Proportional-Integral-Derivative) algorithms may be
simplified to PI (Proportional-Integral) algorithms with no derivative function. In relation to the output equation above,
the proportional and integral constants are divided by 100 to arrive at P and I as used here. PID (or PI) constants for
the suction pressure control will be adjustable and they will have default values. There will also be minimum and maximum
values, beyond which they cannot be set. Preferably, the default values are P = 0.3, I = 0.15; and the adjustment ranges
are P = 0.1 to 0.6, I = 0.05 to 0.03. These PI constants for the lead case temperature control will be adjustable and they
will have default values. There will also be minimum and maximum values, beyond which they cannot be set. Preferably,
the default values are P = 0.3, I = 0.3; and the adjustment ranges are P = 0.1 to 0.6, I = 0.05 to 0.03.
[0045] The PWM maximum cycle time will be user selectable as described below. Preferably the default value will be
20 seconds, the minimum value will be 10 seconds and the maximum value will be 60 seconds.
[0046] A low compressor capacity limit is also provided. Even though the capacity of compressor 44 can be reduced
to 0%, controller 60 will turn off the motor of compressor 44 if the required compressor capacity value goes below 10%.
Restarting of the motor will be governed by the capacity requirement rising to 10% or more and by the motor start logic.
[0047] Control for low capacity with short PWM cycle time is also provided. The loaded time for compressor 44 will
be controlled to be no less than two seconds. For a PWM maximum cycle time setting of twenty seconds (the default
value) or more, this condition Is met by the minimum loaded duty cycle of 10%. For a PWM maximum cycle time setting
of less than twenty seconds (ten-twenty seconds), the PWM cycle time will be increased when the capacity is at a low
value so that the minimum loaded time condition of two seconds is maintained. If the PWM maximum cycle time is set
to ten seconds, then while PWM is 20% or more, the minimum loaded time of two seconds is satisfied. If the capacity
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decreased to 15%, then to maintain the minimum loaded time of two seconds, the PWM cycle time will increase auto-
matically to thirteen and one-third seconds. (15% of thirteen and one-third seconds is two seconds). If capacity decreases
to 10%, the PWM cycle time will increase automatically to twenty seconds (10% of twenty seconds is two seconds).
When the calculated capacity is less than 10% (which causes the compressor motor to turn off), the PWM cycle time
will not be increased beyond the time value for PWM at 10%. This permits other control functions to operate normally,
so that the correct time to resume pumping can be determined by the control algorithms without excessive delay.

Vapor Injection

[0048] Controller 60 is programmed to operate injection solenoid valve 68. This will increase the capacity of compressor
44 to approximately 130%. Controller 60 will only operate solenoid valve 68 when capacity solenoid valve 64 is de-
energized. Thus, before vapor injection by controller 60 can proceed, the capacity of compressor 44 must be at 100%.
Controller 60 will then operate solenoid valve 68 using pulse width modulation to increase the capacity of compressor
44 from 100% up to approximately 130% depending on the requirements determined by controller 60.

Motor Start Logic

[0049] Delay - Controller 60 includes motor start logic which prohibits the compressor motor from being started until
after an appropriate time delay. The time delay will begin at the most recent moment that the compressor motor was
stopped. Preferably the compressor motor will have a start delay of two minutes and this delay time is not adjustable.
This prevents more than thirty motor starts in any given hour.
[0050] Start Unloaded - Controller 60 includes additional motor start logic which unloads compressor 44 at the time
of starting by energizing (or de-energizing) solenoid valve 64. The unloaded starting of the motor will reduce motor inrush
current and enable more motor starts without excessive wear on the motor contactor. Preferably, solenoid valve 64 will
be energized (or de-energized) one second before energizing the motor contactor to unload compressor 44 and it will
remain energized (or de-energized) for three seconds after the motor starts keeping compressor 44 unloaded. After this
unloaded running, control of solenoid valve 64 is returned to the normal PID control algorithms assuming controller 60
is operating. If controller 60 has failed or is not powered, then application of power to the rest of cooling system 40 will
cause all motors and vapor injection to run without delay. The PWM output will be off and compressor 44 will operate
at 100% capacity with the vapor injection increasing the capacity to approximately 130%.

Pump Down

[0051] Controller 60 may include suction pressure sensor 176. When sensor 176 is included, pump down when an
individual case 42 goes into defrost (stopping refrigerant flow) will generally not occur because the pressure control
algorithm will reduce compressor capacity to maintain the suction pressure at set point 230. However, suction pressure
sensor 176 Is positioned in front of digital filter 232 and thus pressure sensor 176 can monitor excessively low suction
pressure. Preferably, if instantaneous suction pressure goes below five PSIG, the compressor motor will be stopped
immediately, and restart logic will be invoked. Preferably, the electromechanical low pressure cutout switch should be
set to zero PSIG. In this manner, it will prevent vacuum but it will also allow suction pressure sensor 176 to prevent low
pressure conditions. The electromechanical switch then becomes a backup control. When suction pressure sensor 176
is not included with controller 60, then controller 60 cannot prevent pump down. The external electromechanical low
pressure cutout switch must control compressor 44 under such conditions. Restart logic (the delay) within controller 60
cannot be invoked.

High Discharge Temperature Compressor Protection

[0052] Conditions Detected - As shown in Figure 8, cooling system 40 includes temperature sensor 222 which monitors
the discharge temperature for compressor 44. Controller 60 includes two set points for the discharge gas temperature
of compressor 44. Preferably, the Very High Discharge Temperature Condition (VHDTC) will be set to be true above
280 F (138 C) and false below 270 F (132 C). Preferably, the High Discharge Temperature Condition (HDTC) will be
true above 260 F(127 C) and false below 250 F (121 C). These two set points are not adjustable. If a VHDTC is sensed
as true (above 280 F) for larger than fifteen seconds, the compressor motor will be turned off.
[0053] Vapor Injection During High Discharge Temperature - If the compressor motor is running and the HDTC is true
but the VHDTC is false, the capacity for compressor 44 will be forced to 100% by ending the pulse width modulation for
solenoid valve 64 and vapor injection solenoid 68 will be energized (or de-energized) to provide full vapor injection.
Then, if the compressor motor is running and the HDTC returns to false (and the VHDTC remains false), the compressor
capacity will return to normal control and vapor injection solenoid 68 will be de-energized (or energized) to end vapor
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injection. The ending of vapor injection assumes the compressor capacity is below 100%.
[0054] Automatic Restarts - As discussed above, an automatic restart will occur after the motor has been stopped and
after a specified delay time. Controller 60 allows for an automatic restart but this automatic restart may be locked out,
requiring a manual reset as detailed below. When the compressor motor is turned off due to high discharge temperature
(as detailed above), controller 60 keeps a count of these High Discharge Temperature Shutdown Events (HDTSE). The
HDTSE counter will be at zero until a HDTSE occurs. The counter will Increment by one each time a HDTSE occurs at
the time the condition is detected. A thirty minute high discharge temperature restart delay timer will be started each
time a HDTSE occurs. When both the VHDTC and the HDTC are false (compressor 44 has cooled) and the temperature
restart delay timer has completed its timing and if the counter is less than four, a motor restart will occur assuming
controller 60 determines the need. The net effect is that only three automatic restarts are allowed after high discharge
temperature events and these automatic restarts are allowed only after compressor 44 has cooled down as indicated
by sensor 222 and the motor has not been running for thirty seconds. If a fourth HDTSE occurs, the motor will not
automatically restart until the counter is manually reset to zero at controller 60. While a HDTSE is in progress, an error
code will be displayed by controller 60. Preferably, E11 will indicate the first event, E12 will indicate the second event,
E13 will indicate the third event and E14 will indicate the fourth event. For E11, E12 and E13, an automatic restart will
occur. E14 indicates that a manual restart is necessary. The counter for the high discharge temperature events will be
retained through power outages. The state of the high temperature delay timer will be retained during power outages
(to the nearest five minutes). The states of the HDTC and the VHDTC, if either is true, will also be retained during power
outages. This information will be written to non-volatile memory at five minute intervals. Once both conditions are false
and the thirty minute timer has expired, the writing of this information to the non-volatile memory will cease. This non-
writing of information during normal operation of cooling system 40 avoids the "wearing out" of the non-volatile memory.
[0055] Manual Reset - The counter for the high discharge temperature events may be reset to zero any time, even if
Its count is less than four. Manual reset of the counter will clear both the count and any time remaining on the thirty
minute delay timer. After a manual reset, the motor will restart only if (or after) the temperature of the discharge gas has
decreased as sensed by sensor 222. This arrangement will allow factory test of the high temperature shutdown feature
without undue time loss for delays and without wasting allowed automatic restarts. Preferably, controller 60 will Include
a separate push-button 250 (Figure 10) for Manual Reset and push-button 250 must be pressed and held for two seconds
to achieve manual restart. A yellow LED 252 beside push-button 250 indicates the need for a manual restart. LED 252
will be turned on when E14 is being displayed and LED 252 will turn off when the manual restart process has begun.
[0056] Operation With Failed Discharge Temperature Sensor - If discharge temperature sensor 222 appears to con-
troller 60 to be disconnected or shorted out, this will constitute a detection of a failed sensor 222 and error code E04 will
be displayed by controller 60. When sensor 222 failure is detected, controller 60 will continue to operate normally except
that the capacity of compressor 44 will be limited to 75% and alarm 200 will be turned on. There will be no other
compressor protection by sensor 222 under such conditions. However, compressors Internal line break function for
excessive temperature will still be active.

Condenser Fan Control

[0057] Condenser Fan Control Algorithm - As shown in Figure 8, controller 60 operates two condenser fans 202 and
204. Fans 202 and 204 will be operated in a lead and lag fashion, with control based primarily on condensing temperature
and partially upon the running capacity of compressor 44 and partially upon Saturated Suction Temperature (SST). The
condenser fan control algorithm will use the following six test control fans 202 and 204. These values are chosen to
preferably maintain at least seventy-five PSI pressure difference across compressor 44 to ensure good performance
even at very low outdoor ambient and condensing temperatures. The condenser control algorithms do not have adjustable
set points other than the type of refrigerant. In the tests below, SCT is Saturated Condenser Temperature, SST is
Saturated Suction Temperature and CapC Is the capacity of the compressor within limits for condenser 46.

1. Turn ON the LEAD condenser fan when 

2. Turn ON the LAG condenser fan when 
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3. Turn OFF the LAG condenser fan when 

4. Turn OFF the LEAD condenser fan when 

5. Turn ON the LEAD condenser fan when 

6. Turn ON the LAG condenser fan when 

The above equations are written so that all of the Fahrenheit temperature values can be replaced with the equivalent
Celsius temperature values and still produce the same control results. Controller 60 determines SCT by reading tem-
perature sensor 218. SST is a calculated temperature that will be determined by converting the output of digital filter
232 (suction pressure) to a corresponding refrigerant vapor/liquid saturation temperature. If suction pressure sensor
176 is not included with controller 60, the lead case temperature reading from sensor 174 will be used. The sensed
temperature minus 9 F (5 C) will be used as SST. CapC for the condenser fan control algorithm is equal to the capacity
value currently driving capacity solenoid 64 except that CapC is limited to no less than 25% and no more than 50%. Fan
control tests five and six above cause fans 202 and 204 to turn on at specific SCT maximum values regardless of other
conditions to prevent excessive discharge pressures and temperature. This is a necessary backup operating mode for
installations where suction pressure sensor 176 is not present and lead case temperature sensor 172 is being used to
determine SST. In these installations defrosting of the lead case would cause controller 60 to turn fans 202 and 204 off
allowing condenser temperature to rise. Tests five and six above override tests one through four.
[0058] Condenser Fan Delays - Preferably, each condenser fan 202 and 204 will stay on for sixty seconds after it
starts and stay off for thirty seconds after it stops. This time delay prevents excessive fan cycling.
[0059] Condenser Fan Alternation - Which condenser fan leads and which one lags in the above described control
scheme is alternated by a fan alternation timer. Preferably, the lead/lag fan is alternated about once every twenty hours.
If at the time for alternation and only one fan is on, the alternation will not occur. The fan alternation timer will wait until
the next time both fans are on or both fans are off to make the change. However, if the alternation favorable condition
(both on or off) does not occur after a long period of time, then the change of lead and lag fans will be forced to happen.
Preferably, an alternation suspend timer will run for five hours before forcing the change. The timer is started by timeout
of the fan alternation timer (twenty hours) and it is reset by successful alternation of lead and lag fans. This alternation
method reduces wear stress by evening out run time for each fan.
[0060] Operation With Failed Sensors - Normal condenser fan operation depends upon signals from two sensors.
Normal condenser fan operation will be suspended and a backup control algorithm will take over if failure of a sensor
used by the condenser control is detected. When there is a sensor failure affecting the condenser control, the lead fan
will be on any time the compressor is running. The lag.fan will turn on any time the compressor capacity exceeds 35%
and turn off when the compressor capacity is below 25%.
[0061] One Condenser Fan - If there is just one condenser fan, the two condenser fan outputs of controller 60 must
be connected in parallel to ensure that the single fan will always be the lead fan. There is no override provided for the
periodic alternating between lead and lag.
[0062] Output States at Power Up - At initial power up, the compressor motor will run, capacity solenoid valve 64 will
be de-energized (or energized) to provide a compressor capacity of 100% and both condenser fans 202 and 204 will
be on. Controller 60 will initially be in a non-functional reset state immediately after power up. After controller 60 begins
functioning, items which should not be on will be staged off, otherwise they will be left on. Capacity solenoid valve 64
will begin operating after controller 60 begins functioning. In addition, alarm 200 will be turned on until controller 60
begins functioning after which it will be turned off.
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[0063] Suction Pressure Sensor Failure - If suction pressure set point 230 is not 99 and suction pressure sensor 176
appears to controller 60 to be disconnected, this will constitute a detection of a failed sensor 176 and an error code E01
will be displayed and alarm 200 will be turned on. The compressor capacity will be set at 100% and vapor injection
solenoid 68 will be energized (or de-energized) to increase the capacity above 100%. Compressor 44 will remain in this
state until the failed sensor condition is no longer detected. If suction pressure set point 230 is set to 99, this signals
controller 60 that suction pressure control is not to be used and alarm 200 will not be turned on.
[0064] Lead Case Temperature Sensor Failure - If lead case temperature set point 234 is not 99 and lead case
temperature sensor 174 appears to controller 60 to be either disconnected or shortened out, this will constitute a detection
of a failed sensor 174 and an error code E02 will be displayed and alarm 200 will be turned on. The compressor capacity
will be set at 100% and vapor injection solenoid 68 will be energized (or de-energized) to increase the capacity above
100%. Compressor 44 will remain in this state until the failed sensor condition Is no longer detected. If lead case
temperature set point 234 is set to 99, this signals controller 60 that lead case temperature control is not to be used and
alarm 200 will not be turned on.
[0065] Condenser Temperature Sensor Failure - If condenser temperature sensor 218 appears to controller 60 to be
disconnected or shorted out, this will constitute a detection of a failed sensor 218 and an error code E03 will be displayed
and alarm 200 will be turned on.

Display

[0066] In order to keep controller 60 simple, the display will comprise three seven segment digits 254, 256 and 258;
four push-buttons 250, 260, 262 and 264; and seventeen point lights 252 and 266-296, all Light Emitting Diodes as
shown in Figure 10.
[0067] Digits - Controller 60 displays the various set points and error codes discussed above using "seven segment"
digits 254, 256 and 258. The illuminated part of digits 254-258 is preferably three-tenths of an inch high. The various
error codes discussed above (E01 through E14) will be indicated on the display briefly along with the operating values.
This display of error codes and values will continue to repeat if alarm 200 is turned on. Preferably, if there is one alarm
condition, the error code will be shown for one-half second and the selected operating value will be shown for 1.95
seconds. If there are multiple alarm conditions, they will be shown in numerical order for 0.45 seconds each with the
selected operating valve being shown for two seconds each. Each alarm code display time will be surrounded by a blank
display for one-half second. This will achieve a flash effect to call attention to the alarm.
[0068] Point Lights (LED) - The seventeen point lights (LEDs) are either green, red or yellow in color. Each output will
have a point light associated with it. Green point lights indicate that the item is display-only. Red point lights indicate
that the item has a set point that can be changed. Yellow lights indicate manual mode and alarm. LED 252 is a yellow
point light which indicates manual reset of the counter for auto restarts must be manually set. LED 266 Is a red point
light which indicates a combination control of suction pressure and lead case temperature control is being used. LED
268 is a red point light which indicates that LEAD case temperature control is being used. LED 270 is a red point light
that indicates that suction pressure control is being used. (Only one of LEDs 266-270 will be lit at one time). LED 272
Is a green point light which indicates that the display is showing the suction pressure directly from suction pressure
sensor 176. LED 274 is a red point light which indicates that the display Is showing the average suction pressure from
digital filter 232. LED 276 is a red point light which indicates that the display is showing the calculated saturation
temperature (SST) of the refrigerant. LED 278 is a red point light which indicates that the display is showing the lead
case temperature. LED 280 is a green point light which indicates that the display is showing the discharge temperature
based on sensor 222. LED 282 is a yellow point light which indicates that the display is showing the current compressor
capacity in the manual mode. LED 284 is a red point light which indicates that the display is showing the current
compressor capacity in the automatic mode. LED 286 is a red point light which indicates the display is showing the total
time for one PWM cycle of solenoid valve 64. LEDS 288-294 are each red point lights which indicate that the display is
showing the four constants detailed above under "Compressor Capacity Control Algorithms". LED 296 is a red point
light which indicates that the display is showing the type of refrigerant being used.

Set Points

[0069] Various set points can be changed by operating push-buttons 260-264. The same push-buttons which select
the display of operating values (262 and 264) will also select the underlying set points. Pushing these buttons will select
the various set points and which set point is being displayed will be indicated by LEDS 272-296. The displayed value
will be shown on digits 254-258. When a specific set point is being displayed, pressing and holding push-button 260 will
then allow push-buttons 262 and 264 to decrease and increase, respectively, the value of the set point. If there is no
associated set point with the operating value being displayed, then pushing push-button 260 will have no effect on
buttons 262 and 264. All set points are maintained while power is off. The adjustable set points include Suction Pressure
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(LED 274), SST (LED 276), Lead Case Temperature (LED 278), Compressor Capacity (LEDs 282 and 284), PWM Cycle
Time (LED 286), the four PID constants (LEDs 288-294) and the refrigerant type (LED 296).
[0070] Suction Pressure - This is the target average suction pressure to be achieved by the compressor. Setting this
to 99 will disable the suction pressure control mode (LED 268 will lite) and controller 60 will assume pressure sensor
176 is not connected. Suction Pressure and SST are the views of the same set point assuming one adjusts the other.
[0071] SST - This is the calculated saturation temperature of the refrigerant. This is tied into suction pressure as
indicated above.
[0072] Lead Case Temperature - This is the set point for lead case temperature. Setting it to 99 will disable the lead
case temperature control mode (LED 270 will lite) and controller 60 will assume temperature sensor 174 is not connected.
Setting both suction pressure and lead case temperature to lower values than 99 will cause the combination control
mode to be used (LED 266 will lite).
[0073] Compressor Capacity - This allows for the manual mode of compressor 44 to be set. Merely selecting this item
(LED 284) with buttons 262 or 264 will leave the control automatic under PID and the display will show the operating
value of compressor capacity. Pressing and holding push-button 260 while this is selected (LED 284) will lock controller
60 at the capacity last calculated by the PID control loops and manual control of capacity will begin (LED 282 will lite,
LED 284 will be turned off). The manual capacity may then be charged using push-buttons 262 or 264. Selecting a
different set point using push-buttons 262 and 264 after releasing push-button 260 after changing the manual capacity
allows observing of the operating values while in the manual PWM mode. Selecting a different set point and then pressing
push-button 260 puts controller 60 back Into the automatic mode.
[0074] PWM Cycle Time - This allows for the setting of the total time for one PWM cycle of capacity solenoid valve 64.
[0075] PID Pan I - These allow for the setting of the four constants described above for the PID constants under
"Compressor Capability Control Algorithms".
[0076] Refrigerant - This allows for the setting of the type of refrigerant being used in the system. Preferably these
choices are R-404A, R-407C, R-22, R-134a and R-140. These will be shown in the display as 404, 407, 22, 134 and
410, respectively. These settings allow for the proper conversion between pressure and temperature. Controller 60 will
include all five refrigerant settings even if compressor 44 is not qualified initially for all five refrigerants.

Display Operating Values

[0077] Display Digits 254-258 on controller 60 can indicate any one of several operating values. Push-buttons 262
and 264 are used to scroll through the various operating values.
[0078] Instantaneous Suction Pressure (LED 272) - This LED indicates that the display is showing the suction pressure
which is being read by suction pressure sensor 176. This will indicate the up and down swings of suction pressure during
each unloader cycle.
[0079] Average Suction Pressure (LED 274) - This LED indicates that the display is showing the average suction
pressure which is the output of digital filter 232. This will not indicate the swings in pressure due to operation of the
unloader cycle.
[0080] Lead Case Temperature (LED 278) - This LED indicates that the current air temperature in the lead case Is
being displayed. This reading comes directly from temperature sensor 174.
[0081] Discharge Temperature (LED 280) - This LED indicates that the current compressor gas discharge temperature
is being displayed. This reading comes directly from temperature sensor 222.
[0082] Compressor Capacity (LED 284) - This LED indicates that the current compressor running capacity is being
displayed. This value is calculated by controller 60 and is used to operate capacity modulation generator 238, solenoid
driver 240 and solenoid 64.
[0083] PWM Cycle Time (LED 286) - This LED indicates the current value for the PWM cycle time set point.

Operating Mode

[0084] As discussed above, controller 60 has a manual operating mode and an automatic operating mode. In the
automatic mode, controller 60 will operate with capacity solenoid valve 64 controlled by the PID control loops. In the
manual mode, compressor 44 will run with a constant fixed capacity. The capacity is set on controller 60 as detailed
above. The condenser fan control and the compressor protection schemes will continue to operate in the manual mode
just as in the automatic mode. The manual mode is intended for test purposes. Controller 60 will’ begin its operation in
the automatic mode after a reset.
[0085] While the above detailed description describes the preferred embodiment of the present invention, it should
be understood that the present invention is susceptible to modification, variation and alteration without deviating from
the scope of the subjoined claims.
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Claims

1. A cooling system (40; 240) comprising:

a housing (40; 242a-c);
an evaporator (54; 254) disposed in said housing;
a condenser (46; 246) coupled in fluid communication with said evaporator;
a compressor (44; 244a-d) coupled in fluid communication with said evaporator and said condenser, said
compressor being a pulse-width modulated variable capacity compressor and having first and second mechan-
ical elements (84; 90) separated by a seal and being movable relative to one another to develop fluid pressure,
said compressor including a mechanism to selectively break said seal in response to said control signal to
thereby alter said fluid pressure developed while allowing said mechanical elements to maintain substantially
constant relative movement with one another;
a temperature sensor (174) disposed in said housing, said temperature sensor operable to read a temperature
within said housing; and
a pressure sensor (176) for sensing a suction pressure, wherein said suction pressure is a compressor suction
pressure;
characterized by a system controller (60) responsive to said temperature sensor and coupled to said pressure
sensor, wherein said system controller determines an average suction pressure over a specified period of time
within each control cycle time, wherein said system controller is coupled to said compressor for providing a
variable duty cycle control signal to said compressor whereby said compressor is modulated between a first
capacity state and a second capacity state while operating to thereby adjust the operating capacity of said
compressor for controlling said capacity of said compressor based on said average suction pressure and based
on said temperature within said housing to maintain a specified temperature in said housing.

2. The cooling system according to Claim 1, wherein said compressor is a scroll compressor and said first and second
mechanical elements are scroll members (84, 90).

3. The cooling system according to Claim 1 or 2, further comprising a vapor injection system (158) for injecting vapor
into said compressor at a position intermediate the suction pressure and a discharge pressure, said system controller
being coupled to said vapor injection system for controlling injection of said gas.

4. The cooling system according to Claim 3, further comprising a temperature sensor (222) for sensing a temperature
of said gas at said discharge pressure, said system controller being coupled to said temperature sensor for controlling
injection of said vapor based on said temperature of said gas at said discharge pressure.

5. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising a first and a second condenser
fan (202, 204), said controller being coupled to said condenser fans to control said fans based upon a temperature
sensed by said temperature sensor, percent duty cycle, and a pressure differential across the compressor.

6. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said compressor compresses a gas
between said suction pressure and a discharge pressure.

7. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said system controller includes a manual
operating mode and an automatic operating mode, said system controller receiving an input from said temperature
sensor and providing a variable duty cycle control signal to said compressor.

8. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising a plurality of housings each
having a respective evaporator disposed therein, said temperature sensor being disposed in at least one of said
housings.

9. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising a plurality of housings (242a-
c), each having an evaporator (254), an evaporator controller (300), and a temperature sensor (174a-c) in each of
said plurality of housings, each said temperature sensor connected to said evaporator controller in said each of said
plurality of housings, each said evaporator controller communicating temperature sensor and demand loading state
values to said system controller.

10. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said suction pressure is of working fluid
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provided to said compressor from said evaporator.

11. The cooling system according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the system controller is configured to
determine the average suction pressure based on data from the pressure sensor.

Patentansprüche

1. Kühlsystem (40; 240), umfassend:

ein Gehäuse (40; 242a-c);
einen Verdampfer (54; 254), der in dem Gehäuse angeordnet ist;
einen Kondensator (46; 246), der in Fluidkommunikation mit dem Verdampfer gekoppelt ist;
einen Verdichter (44; 244a-d), der in Fluidkommunikation mit dem Verdampfer und dem Kondensator gekoppelt
ist, wobei der Verdichter ein impulsbreitenmodulierter Verdichter mit variabler Kapazität ist und der ein erstes
und zweites mechanisches Element (84; 90) getrennt durch eine Dichtung aufweist, und die beweglich in Bezug
aufeinander sind, um Fluiddruck zu entwickeln, wobei der Verdichter einen Mechanismus enthält, um die Dich-
tung selektiv als Reaktion auf das Steuersignal zu brechen, wodurch der entwickelte Fluiddruck verändert wird,
während ermöglicht wird, dass die mechanischen Elemente eine im Wesentlichen konstante relative Bewegung
in Bezug aufeinander beibehalten;
einen Temperatursensor (174) der in dem Gehäuse angeordnet ist, wobei der Temperatursensor betrieben
werden kann, um eine Temperatur in dem Gehäuse abzulesen; und
einen Drucksensor (176) zum Erfassen eines Ansaugdrucks, wobei der Ansaugdruck ein Verdichteransaug-
druck ist;
gekennzeichnet durch eine Systemsteuereinheit (60), die auf den Temperatursensor reagiert und mit dem
Drucksensor gekoppelt ist, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit einen durchschnittlichen Ansaugdruck über eine
spezifizierte Zeitperiode in jeder Steuerzyluszeit bestimmt, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit mit dem Verdichter
gekoppelt ist, um ein variables Lastzyklussteuersignal an den Verdichter bereitzustellen, wodurch der Verdichter
im Betrieb zwischen einem ersten Kapazitätszustand und einem zweiten Kapazitätszustand moduliert wird, um
dadurch die Betriebskapazität des Verdichters einzustellen, um die Kapazität des Verdichters beruhend auf
dem durchschnittlichen Ansaugdruck und beruhend auf der Temperatur in dem Gehäuse zu steuern, um eine
spezifizierte Temperatur in dem Gehäuse beizubehalten.

2. Kühlsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Verdichter ein Scrollverdichter ist und das erste und das zweite mechanische
Element Scrollglieder (84, 90) sind.

3. Kühlsystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, ferner umfassend a Dampfeinspritzsystem (158) zum Einspritzen von Dampf
in den Verdichter an einer Position zwischen dem Ansaugdruck und a Auslassdruck, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit
mit dem Dampfeinspritzsystem gekoppelt ist, um ein Einspritzen des Gases zu steuern.

4. Kühlsystem nach Anspruch 3, ferner umfassend einen Temperatursensor (222) zum Erfassen einer Temperatur
des Gases an dem Auslassdruck, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit mit dem Temperatursensor gekoppelt ist, um ein
Einspritzen des Dampfs beruhend auf der Temperatur des Gases an dem Auslassdruck zu steuern.

5. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, ferner umfassend einen ersten und einen zweiten Kondensa-
torlüfter (202, 204), wobei die Steuereinheit mit den Kondensatorlüftern gekoppelt ist, um die Lüfter beruhend auf
einer Temperatur, die von dem Temperatursensor abgetastet wird, Lastzyklusprozentsatz und einem Verdichter-
differenzial durch den Verdichter zu steuern.

6. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei der Verdichter ein Gas zwischen dem Ansaugdruck und
einem Auslassdruck komprimiert.

7. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit einen manuellen Betriebsmodus
und einen automatischen Betriebsmodus enthält, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit einen Eingang von dem Tempe-
ratursensor empfängt und ein variables Lastzyklussteuersignal an den Verdichter bereitstellt.

8. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, ferner umfassend eine Vielzahl von Gehäusen, die jeweils einen
jeweiligen Verdampfer aufweisen, der darin angeordnet ist, wobei der Temperatursensor in mindestens einem von
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den Gehäusen angeordnet ist.

9. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, ferner umfassend eine Vielzahl von Gehäusen (242a-c), die
jeweils einen Verdampfer (254), eine Verdampfersteuereinheit (300) und einen Temperatursensor (174a-c) in jedem
von der Vielzahl von Gehäusen aufweisen, wobei jeder Temperatursensor in jedem der Vielzahl von Gehäusen mit
der Verdampfersteuereinheit verbunden ist, wobei jede Verdampfersteuereinheit Temperatursensor- und Bedarfs-
last-Zustandswerte an die Systemsteuereinheit kommuniziert.

10. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei der Ansaugdruck von Betriebsfluid stammt, das von dem
Verdampfer an den Verdichter bereitgestellt wird.

11. Kühlsystem nach einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei die Systemsteuereinheit konfiguriert ist, um den durch-
schnittlichen Ansaugdruck beruhend auf den Daten des Drucksensors zu bestimmen.

Revendications

1. Système de refroidissement (40 ; 240), comprenant :

un boîtier (40 ; 242a à c) ;
un évaporateur (54 ; 254) disposé dans ledit boîtier ;
un condenseur (46; 246) couplé en communication fluidique avec ledit évaporateur ;
un compresseur (44 ; 244a à d) couplé en communication fluidique avec ledit évaporateur et ledit condenseur,
ledit compresseur étant un compresseur à capacité variable modulé en largeur d’impulsion et possédant des
premier et deuxième éléments mécaniques (84 ; 90) séparés par un joint d’étanchéité et mobiles l’un par rapport
à l’autre pour développer une pression de fluide, ledit compresseur comprenant un mécanisme pour rompre
sélectivement ledit joint d’étanchéité en réponse audit signal de commande pour ainsi modifier ladite pression
de fluide développée tout en permettant auxdits éléments mécaniques de conserver un déplacement relatif
constant l’un avec l’autre ;
un capteur de température (174) disposé dans ledit boîtier, ledit capteur de température pouvant fonctionner
pour lire une température dans ledit boîtier ; et
un capteur de pression (176) destiné à détecter une pression d’aspiration, ladite pression d’aspiration étant
une pression d’aspiration de compresseur ;
caractérisé par un dispositif de commande de système (60) réactif audit capteur de température et couplé
audit capteur de pression, ledit dispositif de commande de système déterminant une pression d’aspiration
moyenne sur une période spécifiée dans chaque cycle de commande, ledit dispositif de commande de système
étant couplé audit compresseur pour fournir un signal de commande à facteur de marche variable audit com-
presseur, ledit compresseur étant ainsi modulé entre un premier état capacitif et un deuxième état capacitif tout
en fonctionnant pour ainsi ajuster la capacité de fonctionnement dudit compresseur pour commander ladite
capacité dudit compresseur sur la base de ladite pression d’aspiration moyenne et sur la base de ladite tem-
pérature dans ledit boîtier pour conserver une température spécifiée dans ledit boîtier.

2. Système de refroidissement selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit compresseur est un compresseur spiro-
orbital et lesdits premier et deuxième éléments mécaniques étant des éléments spiro-orbitaux (84, 90).

3. Système de refroidissement selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant en outre un système d’injection de vapeur
(158) destiné à injecter de la vapeur dans ledit compresseur à une position intermédiaire entre la pression d’aspiration
et une pression d’évacuation, ledit dispositif de commande de système étant couplé audit système d’injection de
vapeur pour commander l’injection dudit gaz.

4. Système de refroidissement selon la revendication 3, comprenant en outre un capteur de température (222) destiné
à détecter une température dudit gaz à ladite pression d’évacuation, ledit dispositif de commande de système étant
couplé audit capteur de température pour commander l’injection de ladite vapeur sur la base de ladite température
dudit gaz à ladite pression d’évacuation.

5. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre des
premier et deuxième ventilateur de condenseur (202, 204), ledit dispositif de commande étant couplé auxdits ven-
tilateurs de condenseur pour commander lesdits ventilateurs sur la base d’une température détectée par ledit capteur
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de température, d’un pourcentage de facteur de marche et d’un différentiel de pression dans le compresseur.

6. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit compresseur
comprime un gaz entre ladite pression d’aspiration et une pression d’évacuation.

7. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit dispositif de
commande de système comprend un mode de fonctionnement manuel et un mode de fonctionnement automatique,
ledit dispositif de commande de système recevant une entrée depuis ledit capteur de température et fournissant
un signal de commande à facteur de marche variable audit compresseur.

8. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre une
pluralité de boîtiers dans lesquels est respectivement disposé un évaporateur, ledit capteur de température étant
disposé dans au moins un desdits boîtiers.

9. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre une
pluralité de boîtiers (242a à c), ayant chacun un évaporateur (254), un dispositif de commande d’évaporateur (300)
et un capteur de température (174a à c) dans chaque boîtier de ladite pluralité de boîtiers, chacun desdits capteurs
de température étant connecté audit dispositif de commande d’évaporateur dans chaque boîtier de ladite pluralité
de boîtiers, chacun desdits dispositifs de commande d’évaporateur communiquant de valeurs de capteur de tem-
pérature et d’état de charge de demande audit dispositif de commande de système.

10. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel ladite pression
d’aspiration est celle d’un fluide de travail fourni audit compresseur depuis ledit évaporateur.

11. Système de refroidissement selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le dispositif de
commande de système est configuré pour déterminer la pression d’aspiration moyenne sur la base de données
provenant du capteur de pression.
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