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Description 

BACKGROUND  AND  SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVEN- 
TION 

The  invention  relates  to  video  switchers  and 
video  digital  effects  apparatus,  and  particularly  to  a 
digital  video  effects  unit  integrally  combined  within 
various  internal  paths  of  a  video  switcher  appara- 
tus. 

Within  the  past  few  years,  the  use  of  digital 
effects  to  manipulate  video  signals  has  increased 
dramatically  in  the  field  of  television,  and  has  re- 
sulted  in  a  myriad  of  special  effects  which,  in  turn, 
are  of  particular  interest  to  television  broadcasting 
facilities  and  video  post  production  studios.  Since 
switchers  have  long  been  used  for  generating  ana- 
log  effects  and  otherwise  manipulating  video  sig- 
nals,  it  follows  that  the  desirability  for  suppling 
digital  special  effects  via  a  video  switcher  also  has 
increased  dramatically. 

In  response  to  this  need,  digital  effects  inter- 
faces  have  been  developed  which  allow  coupling  a 
digital  effects  unit  to  a  video  switcher  to  supply 
various  digital  special  effects  via  the  switcher.  How- 
ever,  such  digital  effects/video  switcher  interfaces 
presently  available  have  limited  capabilities.  To  il- 
lustrate,  video  switcher  architectures  require  a 
switching  matrix  for  supplying  video  source  signals 
to  a  multichannel  effects  processor  (mixer),  and 
key  source  signals  to  a  key  processor  (keyer) 
circuitry.  The  keyer  output  then  is  fed  to  the  mixer, 
which  combines  the  various  video  source  signals 
using  the  key  hole  cutting  signals  supplied  by  the 
keyer,  as  well  as  bus  transition  boundary  signals 
provided  by  a  pattern  generating  circuit.  As  part  of 
the  interface,  the  digital  effects  unit  is  fed  from 
auxiliary  buses,  and  the  outputs  therefrom  are  sup- 
plied  as  input  video  and  external  key  sources  to 
the  switcher.  These  signals  then  are  combined  by 
the  switcher  in  conventional  fashion  with  keying 
done  on  the  output  of  the  digital  effects  unit. 

As  may  be  seen,  digital  effects  interfaces  thus 
are  merely  a  patchwork  solution  to  an  existing 
problem,  and  one  which  fails  to  take  advantage  of 
the  potential  value  of  integrally  combining  the  pre- 
ferred  features  of  the  two  systems.  For  example,  a 
digital  effects  device  is  not  a  video  source  such  as, 
for  example,  video  cameras,  video  tape  recorders, 
test  pattern  generators,  character  generators,  etc., 
which  normally  comprise  the  video  sources  which 
supply  a  video  switcher  via  its  main  input  matrix. 
Yet,  in  the  patchwork  interface  solution,  the  digital 
effects  device  is  employed  as  a  video  source 
whose  manipulated  video  output  is  supplied  to  the 
switcher  main  input  matrix.  This  is  an  inefficient 
configuration. 

Other  video  signal  handling  apparatus  include, 
for  example,  a  video  digital  effects  system  having  a 
video  input  switching  device  for  supplying  video 
and  key  signals  to  a  signal  transforming  unit.  The 

5  resulting  transformed  signals  are  supplied  to  an 
adder  to  be  combined  into  a  video  signal  which  has 
been  compressed,  expanded,  rotated  or  otherwise 
moved  about  a  television  raster.  Although  such  a 
digital  effects  system  is  capable  of  extensive  video 

io  signal  manipulation,  it  does  not  provide  the  func- 
tions  of  a  switcher  apparatus.  Furthermore,  in  prac- 
tical  video  broadcast  facilities  and  post  production 
studios,  the  transformed  signals  generated  by  such 
a  digital  effects  system  thereafter  generally  are 

75  supplied  to  a  switcher  apparatus  for  further  ma- 
nipulation  such  as,  for  example,  signal  mixing. 
Since  the  digital  effects  unit  also  provides  a  signal 
mixing  process,  the  patchwork  interface  solution 
repeats  the  process  twice  needlessly. 

20  Accordingly,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to 
combine  a  digital  effects  unit  as  an  integral  part  of 
a  video  switcher,  whereby  features  of  one  system 
are  integrally  shared  and  utilized  by  the  other  sys- 
tem  to  provide  a  relatively  powerful  switcher  ap- 

25  paratus.  That  is,  it  would  be  preferable  to  use  a 
digital  effects  unit  as  a  video  manipulating  device 
much  in  the  manner  of  a  keyer  or  a  mixer  within 
the  switcher,  rather  than  as  a  video  source. 

According  to  the  invention,  there  is  provided  a 
30  video  switcher  which  is  adapted  to  provide  special 

video  effects,  comprising  an  input  matrix  for  sup- 
plying  selected  video  signals,  a  keyer  for  supplying 
insert  video  signals  and  corresponding  key  signals, 
a  mixer  which  is  controllable  by  a  pattern  generator 

35  to  provide  in  accordance  with  video  and  key  sig- 
nals  received  from  the  input  matrix  and  the  keyer 
an  output  video  mix-effects  signal,  and  a  digital 
special  effects  unit  which  has  inputs  and  outputs 
for  video  and  key  signals  and  is  adapted  to  provide 

40  in  accordance  with  a  video  signal  received  at  a 
video  input  an  output  signal  which  is  manipulated 
to  provide  a  special  video  effect,  characterised  by 
a  second  mixer  which  can  receive  video  and  key 
signals  from  the  keyer  and  by  switching  means  for 

45  coupling  the  said  output  video  mix-effects  signal  to 
the  said  video  input  of  the  digital  special  effects 
unit  and  for  coupling  the  corresponding  video  out- 
put  and  an  associated  key  output  of  the  digital 
special  effects  unit  to  the  second  mixer. 

50  The  switching  means  may  include  means  for 
interrupting  a  signal  path  between  the  pattern  gen- 
erator  and  the  first  mixer  and  for  rerouting  the 
pattern  signal  to  a  key  signal  input  of  the  digital 
special  effects  unit. 

55  The  switching  means  may  include  means  for 
interrupting  a  signal  path  between  the  pattern  gen- 
erator  and  the  first  mixer  and  for  coupling  a  key 
signal  from  the  said  key  output  of  the  digital  spe- 
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cial  effects  unit  in  place  of  the  pattern  signal  from 
the  pattern  generator. 

The  switching  means  may  be  operable  to  cou- 
ple  to  the  said  video  input  of  the  digital  special 
effects  unit  a  video  signal  from  an  alternative  or 
external  source  in  place  of  the  video  mix-effects 
signal. 

A  pattern  signal  may  be  used  to  cut  a  hole  in 
the  background  video  image  to  allow  inserting  an- 
other  video  image.  In  addition  a  boundary  signal 
generated  inside  the  digital  special  effects  unit  may 
be  used  to  cut  the  hole  in  the  background  video 
image.  The  video  and/or  key  signals  are  interrupted 
in  the  sense  that  they  are  re-routed  from  their  initial 
paths  and  directed  through  the  digital  effects  unit 
by  the  corresponding  control  of  the  various  cros- 
spoints  in  video  and  pattern  signal  buses.  The 
internally  combined  digital  effects  buses  within  the 
switcher  allow  ready  re-routing  of  the  video  output 
of  a  first  mixer  to  the  dedicated  video  input  of  the 
digital  effects  unit,  and  the  resulting  manipulated 
digital  effects  video  output  signal  may  be  supplied 
to  the  digital  graphics  input  of  a  second,  down- 
stream  mixer.  Likewise,  the  digital  effect  buses 
combined  internally  further  allow  the  pattern  signal 
from  the  pattern  generator  to  be  re-routed  to  the 
dedicated  key  input  bus,  and  also  allow  supplying 
the  resulting  manipulated  key  output  signal  to  the 
second,  downstream  mixer  via  the  dedicated  key 
output  bus  of  the  digital  effects  unit.  Thus,  the 
ready  internal  coupling  of  the  buses  enables  the 
generation  of  digital  effects  via  the  switcher  which 
were  heretofore  unavailable.  The  dedicated  video 
input  bus  integral  with  the  digital  effects  unit  facili- 
tates  supplying  various  video  source  signals  to  the 
unit,  where  the  resulting  manipulated  video  may  be 
keyed  over  existing  background  video  signals. 

Thus  the  digital  effects  unit  is  used  as  a 
switcher  internal  signal  manipulating  device,  not  as 
an  input  video  or  external  key  source  as  in  the 
present  patchwork  interface  configurations.  As  a 
result,  the  switcher  efficiently  supplies  digital  ef- 
fects  which  appear  as  additions  to  conventional 
switcher  transition  and  effect  operations,  without 
requiring  additional  input  from  an  operator. 

As  may  be  seen,  the  invention  contemplates 
use  with  a  digital  video  switcher  as  well  as  with  the 
analog  video  switcher  described  herein  by  way  of 
example  only. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

FIGURE  1  is  a  block  diagram  of  a  digital  ef- 
fects  unit  and  a  video  switcher  interfaced  together 
in  a  configuration  typically  employed  in  the  art. 

FIGURE  2  is  a  block  diagram  of  a  system 
employing  a  digital  effects  unit  internally  inserted  in 
a  video  switcher. 

FIGURE  3  is  a  combined  block  and  schematic 
diagram  of  one  embodiment  of  the  invention. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED  EMBODI- 
5  MENTS 

FIGURE  1  illustrates  a  typical  prior  art  digital 
effects  apparatus  and  video  switcher  apparatus  in- 
terfaced  together,  wherein  the  switcher  apparatus 

io  includes  a  video  input  matrix  12,  a  keyer  14,  a 
mixer  16  and  a  pattern  generator  18.  A  plurality  of 
video  input  signals  are  supplied  by  selected  video 
sources  to  the  input  matrix  12  via  input  lines  20, 
wherein  the  sources  may  include  video  cameras, 

is  videotape  recorders,  character  generators,  etc.  The 
input  matrix  is  coupled  to  the  mixer  16  via  a  source 
A  bus  21  and  a  source  B  bus  23,  as  well  as  to  the 
keyer  14  via  at  least  one  key  bus  22.  The  pattern 
generator  18  is  coupled  to  the  pattern  input  of  the 

20  mixer  16  via  a  pattern  bus  24,  and  the  keyer  14 
supplies  insert  and  key  signals  to  the  respective 
inputs  of  the  mixer  16  via  insert  and  key  buses  26, 
28.  The  mixer  supplies  the  switcher  video  output 
on  an  output  terminal  30. 

25  The  digital  effects  apparatus  employs  an  auxil- 
iary  video  matrix  32  of  the  switcher,  which  is  coup- 
led  to  a  digital  effects  unit  34  such  as,  for  example, 
an  Ampex  Digital  Optics  System,  and  described  as 
an  image  transformation  system  in  European  Pat- 

30  ent  EP-B-0049288.  One  or  more  video  input  signals 
are  supplied  to  the  auxiliary  matrix  32  via  multiple 
lines  36  by  a  video  source  or  sources.  An  optional 
key  signal  may  be  coupled  to  the  digital  effects 
unit  34  via  a  line  38.  The  digital  effects  unit  34 

35  supplies  a  transformed  digital  effects  video  signal 
to  the  input  matrix  12  via  a  bus  40,  and  an  external 
key  signal  to  the  keyer  14  via  an  external  bus  42. 

Accordingly,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  above 
switcher/digital  effects  apparatus  comprise  essen- 

40  tially  an  interfacing  of  the  output  of  the  digital 
effects  unit  34  with  the  main  input  of  the  switcher 
apparatus,  utilizing  an  auxiliary  video  matrix  32  at 
the  input  of  the  digital  effects  device.  The  digital 
effects  unit  34  outputs  are  applied  as  input  video 

45  and  external  key  sources  to  the  main  input  matrix 
of  the  switcher  apparatus.  These  signals  are  uti- 
lized  by  the  switcher  in  the  conventional  fashion, 
with  keying  done  on  the  output  of  the  digital  effects 
unit  as  depicted  in  FIGURE  1.  It  follows  that  when- 

50  ever  digital  effects  signals  are  fed  to  the  switcher, 
an  auxiliary  bus  therein  must  be  dedicated  to  ac- 
commodate  the  signals,  thus  tying  up  the  auxiliary 
bus.  This  in  turn  restricts  the  capabilities  of  the 
switcher. 

55  In  FIGURE  2  which  resembles  Figure  2  of  our 
copending  European  Patent  Application 
No.87301  575.4  (EP-A-0239043)  a  digital  effects 
unit  is  "inserted"  within  the  internal  paths  of  a 
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switcher  apparatus  to  utilize  fully  the  advantageous 
features  of  each  apparatus  while  further  optimizing 
additional  advantages  inherent  in  integrally  combin- 
ing  the  apparatuses.  In  the  FIGURES,  similar  com- 
ponents  are  similarly  numbered.  Accordingly,  a 
switcher  apparatus  includes  the  video  signal  input 
lines  20  coupled  to  the  input  matrix  12,  and  thence 
to  the  keyer  14  and  the  mixer  16.  The  pattern 
generator  18  supplies  the  pattern  signal  for  the 
mixer  16.  The  video  source,  the  insert  video,  the 
key  and  the  pattern  buses  extending  to  the  mixer 
16  from  the  input  matrix  12,  the  keyer  14  and  the 
pattern  generator  18  are  indicated  via  numerals  21, 
23,  26,  28  and  24  respectively,  as  in  FIGURE  1. 
However,  as  shown  in  FIGURE  2  and  as  con- 
templated  by  the  invention,  the  paths  defined  as 
the  buses  21,  23,  26,  28  and  24  are  interrupted, 
and  a  switching  or  digital  effects  "loop"  50  is 
inserted  therein  prior  to  the  mixer  16.  The  switch- 
ing  loop  50  (as  hereinafter  termed)  supplies  out- 
puts  corresponding  to  the  continuations  of  the  re- 
spective  paths  and  are  identified  herein  via  the 
same  numerals  21,  23,  26,  28  and  24. 

A  digital  effects  unit  52  corresponding,  for  ex- 
ample,  to  the  unit  34  of  FIGURE  1,  is  modified  to 
include  digital  effects  video  and  key  input  buses 
54,  56,  which  are  dedicated  to  the  digital  effects 
unit  52  and  which  form  part  of  the  switching  loop 
50.  The  digital  effects  unit  52  is  supplied  with  at 
least  one  video  input  source  signal  and,  in  some 
effects  also  with  at  least  a  corresponding  input  key 
signal,  by  virtue  of  the  switching  loop  50.  In  turn, 
the  unit  52  is  further  modified  to  include  digital 
effects  video  and  key  output  buses  58,  60  which 
are  dedicated  thereto  and  which  also  form  part  of 
the  switching  loop  50.  The  digital  effects  unit  52 
provides  at  least  one  digital  effects  output  video 
signal  and  one  output  key  signal  back  to  the  inter- 
rupted  buses  via  the  switching  loop  50,  which  in- 
cludes  the  dedicated  video  and  key  output  buses 
58,  60,  respectively.  Interrupting  the  internal  paths 
of  the  source  and  control  signals  fed  to  the  mixer 
16,  including  the  pattern  generator  bus  24  to  the 
mixer,  and  effectively  inserting  the  digital  effects 
unit  52,  allows  enhancing  the  switcher  operation  to 
include  performing  the  added  digital  effects  of  pre- 
vious  mention,  which  effects  appear  on  the  video 
output  terminal  30.  Source  signals  for  the  digital 
effects  unit  52  now  are  internally  provided  from 
within  the  switcher,  and  the  digital  effects  signals 
from  the  unit  52  are  directly  re-inserted  as  source 
and  control  signals  for  the  mixer  16.  As  further 
described  in  FIGURE  3,  the  mixer  16  includes  a 
pair  of  effects  processors  or  mixers.  Thus  by  virtue 
of  the  internally  combined  switching  loop  50,  the 
digital  effects  unit  52  appears  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  switcher  apparatus,  whereby  switcher  transi- 
tions  and  effects  are  performed  in  conventional 

fashion,  with  the  digital  special  effects  appearing  as 
additions  to  these  operations.  The  switching  or 
digital  effects  loop  may  be  used  in  the  internal 
configuration  since  the  path  through  the  digital  ef- 

5  fects  unit  52,  although  temporally  delayed,  appears 
as  a  zero  time  delay  to  the  switcher  apparatus. 

FIGURE  3  includes  further  details  of  the  inter- 
rupted  and  re-routed  paths  within  the  switcher  and 
the  insertion  of  the  digital  effects  unit  52  via  the 

io  switching  loop  50.  Similar  components  are  similarly 
numbered  in  the  FIGURES.  Thus,  input  matrix  12  is 
supplied  with  a  plurality  of  video  and  key  signals 
from  corresponding  video  sources  on  the  input 
lines  20.  The  signals  on  lines  20  may  include,  for 

is  example,  multiple  background  video  input  signals 
on  lines  62,  and  video  key  signals  on  lines  64.  In 
generally  conventional  configuration,  the  input  ma- 
trix  12  in  turn  supplies  background  video  signals 
via  the  A  and  B  buses  21  ,  23  respectively,  as  well 

20  as  a  pair  of  key  video  signals  K1  and  K2  via  a  pair 
of  key  input  buses  66,  respectively.  A  further  down- 
stream  (DSK)  key  signal  is  provided  via  a  DSK  key 
input  bus  67  and  functions  in  the  manner  of  the  K1, 
K2  key  signals  as  described  below.  In  conventional 

25  fashion,  the  input  video  and  key  sources  are  fed 
via  the  input  video  lines  62,  64  through  the  input 
matrix  12,  whereby  any  source  signal  may  be 
supplied  to  any  of  the  matrix  output  buses  21  ,  23, 
66  and  67,  depending  upon  the  desired  mode  of 

30  operation  and  which  of  the  corresponding  internal 
crosspoints  in  the  input  matrix  are  enabled.  Con- 
ventionally,  the  crosspoints  are  one-way  electronic 
switches  that  select  a  respective  input  or  reentry 
signal  for  use  as  a  background  or  key  video  signal. 

35  Since  the  input  matrix  configuration  and  function  is 
well  known  in  the  switcher  art,  it  is  not  further 
described  herein. 

In  addition,  the  input  video  lines  62,  64  also  are 
supplied  to  an  auxiliary  matrix  65  which  corre- 

40  sponds  to  the  auxiliary  matrix  32  in  the  system  of 
FIGURE  1,  which  supplied  the  input  signals  to  the 
digital  effects  unit  34.  The  auxiliary  matrix  65  and 
its  function  in  FIGURE  3,  is  further  described  be- 
low. 

45  The  key  source  signals  on  buses  66  are  sup- 
plied  to  the  keyer  14  which,  in  turn,  supplies  K1 
insert  video  and  key  signals  on  buses  26a,  28a, 
and  K2  insert  video  and  key  signals  on  buses  26b, 
28b,  respectively.  The  key  on  bus  67  is  used  in  the 

50  keyer  to  supply  downstream  (DSK)  insert  video  and 
key  signals  on  buses  26c,  28c  respectively. 

As  seen  from  the  FIGURE  3,  the  A  Bus  21  and 
B  Bus  23  are  interruptible  via  respective  cros- 
spoints  68,  70.  Likewise,  the  various  insert  video 

55  and  key  buses  26a,  28a,  26b,  28b,  26c  and  28c  are 
interruptible  via  respective  crosspoints  72,  74,  76, 
78,  80  and  82.  As  previously  mentioned,  the  cros- 
spoints  are  one-way  electronic  switches  that  in  this 
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arrangement  may  be  selectively  enabled  or  dis- 
abled  to  allow  normal  switcher  operation,  or  added 
digital  effects  operation  via  the  switching  loop  50 
and  digital  effects  unit  52  when  open  and  the 
respective  buses  are  interrupted. 

To  this  end,  the  A  Bus  21,  B  Bus  23,  and  insert 
video  buses  26a,  26b  and  26c  are  coupled  via 
respective  connecting  lines  83  and  crosspoints  88 
and  89  to  dedicated  digital  effects  video  input 
buses  84,  86  (corresponding  to  the  dedicated  video 
input  bus  54  of  FIGURE  2).  The  dedicated  video 
input  buses  84,  86  extend  to  digital  effects  video 
inputs  in  the  digital  effects  unit  52  via  amplifiers  85, 
87.  Likewise,  the  key  signal  buses  28a,  28b  and 
28c  are  coupled  via  respective  connecting  lines  81 
and  crosspoints  90  and  91  to  dedicated  digital 
effects  key  input  buses  96,  98  (corresponding  to 
the  dedicated  key  input  bus  56  of  FIGURE  2)  via 
respective  amplifiers  92,  94  and  thence  to  the 
digital  effects  key  inputs  of  unit  52.  The  amplifiers 
92,  94,  as  well  as  the  amplifiers  85,  87  are  used  to 
match  the  externally  generated  video  signal  levels 
with  the  switcher  signal  levels,  whereby  the  switch- 
er  signals  are  made  compatible  with  the  signals 
from  external  apparatus.  Thus,  for  example,  amplifi- 
ers  85,  87  amplify  the  signals,  while  amplifiers  92, 
94  attenuate  the  signals.  As  depicted,  the  dedi- 
cated  input  buses  84,  96  define  a  first  digital  ef- 
fects  input  channel,  while  dedicated  input  buses 
86,  98  define  a  second  input  channel,  of  the  unit 
52.  An  inverted  A  pattern  signal  is  supplied  via  a 
connecting  line  100  and  an  inverter  102  coupled  to 
the  dedicated  key  input  buses  96,  98  of  channels  1 
and  2,  via  respective  crosspoints  104  inserted  prior 
to  the  amplifier  circuits  92,  94.  Such  an  A  pattern 
input  allows  the  digital  effects  unit  to  use  the  A 
pattern  signal  as  a  key  to  cut  a  hole  in  the  video 
supplied  therefrom  in  accordance  with  the  inven- 
tion,  as  further  described  below. 

Input  video  signals  corresponding,  for  example, 
to  the  background  video  on  A  Bus  and  B  Bus,  are 
supplied  via  the  auxiliary  matrix  65,  delays  106, 
108  and  amplifiers  110,  112  whose  outputs  are 
coupled  to  the  dedicated  digital  effects  input  buses 
84,  86  via  respective  crosspoints  114.  A  pair  of 
auxiliary  signals  1  and  2  conventionally  are  sup- 
plied  on  buses  116,  118  from  amplifiers  110,  112 
via  crosspoints  120  and  are  used  in  external  ap- 
paratuses  such  as  monitoring  devices,  which  are 
not  pertinent  to  this  description.  A  preview  (PVW) 
signal  on  a  line  122  is  coupled  to  the  auxiliary 
signal  buses  116,  118  via  crosspoints  124  and 
provides  means  for  selecting  and  monitoring  the 
output  signals  from  any  bus  or  mixer  via  the  auxil- 
iary  buses  116,  118,  in  generally  conventional  fash- 
ion. 

In  addition,  a  switcher  input  bus  includes  exter- 
nal  lines  126,  128  for  supplying  selected  external 

video  signals  to  the  dedicated  input  buses  84,  86 
via  crosspoints  130.  Thus,  the  input  video  supplied 
to  the  digital  effects  unit  52  via  the  dedicated  video 
input  buses  84,  86  may  comprise  video  signals 

5  from  the  auxiliary  matrix  65,  from  the  external  sour- 
ces  on  buses  126,  128,  from  the  switcher  internal 
video  paths  A  Bus,  B  Bus  or  buses  26a,  26b,  26c, 
or  from  the  mixer  16  output  as  described  below, 
depending  upon  which  of  the  corresponding  cros- 

io  spoints  are  enabled. 
In  turn,  the  digital  effects  unit  52  supplies  digi- 

tal  effects  output  video  signals  and  output  key 
signals  via  dedicated  digital  effects  video  output 
buses  132,  134  and  dedicated  digital  effects  key 

is  output  buses  136,  138,  respectively.  The  dedicated 
video  output  bus  132  and  dedicated  video  output 
bus  134  are  coupled  via  respective  connecting 
lines  133  back  to  the  continuations  of  A  Bus,  B  Bus 
and  the  insert  video  lines  26a,  26b  and  26c  via 

20  respective  crosspoints  140,  142,  144,  146,  148,  and 
150,  152,  154,  156  and  158.  The  dedicated  key 
output  buses  136  and  138  are  coupled  via  amplifier 
circuits  160,  162  and  respective  connecting  lines 
135  back  to  the  key  buses  28a,  28b,  28c  via 

25  respective  crosspoints  164,  166,  168  and  170,  172, 
174.  The  continuations  of  the  various  video  and  key 
buses  21  ,  23,  26a,  26b,  and  28a,  28b,  are  coupled 
to  their  respective  inputs  of  the  effects  mixer  16. 

The  continuations  of  the  buses  26c  and  28c 
30  are  coupled  to  the  respective  inputs  of  a  down- 

stream  mixer  17.  Digital  graphics  (DFX)  insert  and 
key  inputs  of  the  downstream  mixer  17  are  sup- 
plied  with  external  graphics  signals  via  lines  184, 
186  and  respective  crosspoints  188,  190.  In  addi- 

35  tion,  the  dedicated  video  output  buses  132,  134  are 
connected  to  the  DFX  insert  input  of  the  down- 
stream  mixer  via  crosspoints  176,  178.  The  dedi- 
cated  key  output  buses  136,  138  and  amplifiers 
160,  162  also  are  connected  to  the  DFX  key  input 

40  via  crosspoints  180,  182.  Thus,  the  downstream 
mixer  17  may  be  supplied  with  video  signals  and 
key  signals  from  the  keyer  14,  or  from  an  external 
graphics  source,  in  addition  to  program/preset 
(PGM/PST)  video.  In  addition  thereto,  the  DFX  in- 

45  sert  and  key  inputs  of  the  downstream  mixer  17 
herein  are  supplied  with  video  and  key  signals  from 
the  digital  effects  unit  52. 

The  DFX  inputs  on  the  downstream  mixer  17 
provide  the  feature  of  an  external  unity  gain  iso- 

50  lated  key  on  a  downstream  mixer.  This  isolated  key 
conventionally  may  be  used  for  a  character  gener- 
ator.  In  this  embodiment  of  the  the  present  inven- 
tion,  the  isolated  key  may  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  dedicated  key  output  buses  136,  138,  for 

55  keying  in  the  digital  effects  unit  52  output  with  its 
boundary  signal  without  having  to  patch  a  digital 
effects  device  to  a  switcher  apparatus  via  an  auxil- 
iary  bus  and/or  the  main  input  matrix  of  the  switch- 

5 
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er.  The  location  of  this  key  below  the  downstream 
key  and  on  top  of  the  program/preset  video,  en- 
ables  keying  in  an  M/E  output  from  the  mixer  16, 
allowing  wipes  inside  a  shrunken  raster.  Digital 
wipes  are  possible  if  a  dual  channel  digital  effects 
unit  52  is  used  such  as  depicted  in  FIGURE  3. 
Thus,  the  external  isolated  key  is  very  useful  for 
generating  "over  the  shoulder"  effects. 

More  particularly,  the  pattern  generator  18  pro- 
vides  a  border  signal  and  A  and  B  pattern  signals 
on  the  bus  24  of  previous  mention  and  shown  here 
as  respective  lines  189,  191  and  192  coupled  to 
the  effects  mixer  16  via  respective  crosspoints  194, 
196  and  198.  In  addition,  the  output  key  signals  on 
the  dedicated  key  output  buses  136,  138  from  the 
digital  effects  unit  52  are  coupled  to  the  A  and  B 
pattern  lines  191,  192  via  a  connecting  line  199, 
crosspoints  200  and  202,  and  a  matching  amplifier 
204.  In  accordance  with  an  embodiment  of  the 
invention,  the  latter  connection  allows  the  key  sig- 
nals  from  the  digital  effects  unit  52  to  be  inter- 
rupted  in  their  path  to  the  mixer  and  thus  to  be 
supplied  to  the  effects  mixer  16  in  place  of  the  A  or 
B  pattern  signals  from  the  pattern  generator  18,  to 
perform  digital  wipe  effects  as  further  described 
below. 

The  effects  mixer  16  supplies  a  mix  effects 
(M/E)  signal  on  a  connecting  line  206,  which  is 
coupled  back  to  an  M/E  input  of  the  dedicated 
video  input  buses  84,  86  of  the  digital  effects  unit 
52  via  crosspoints  208,  210  respectively.  The  M/E 
signal  also  conventionally  is  fed  to  the  downstream 
mixer  17,  which  supplies  the  output  video  signal 
from  the  switcher  via  an  output  line  212. 

As  may  be  seen,  when  the  various  switchable 
connecting  lines  100,  206  (which  include  respective 
crosspoints)  and  the  dedicated  video  and  key  input 
and  output  buses  96,  98,  132-138  are  selectively 
closed,  the  digital  effects  unit  52  effectively  is 
combined  with  the  video  and  key  paths  of  the 
switcher  apparatus.  The  video  signals  supplied  to 
the  digital  effects  unit  52  may  be  selected  as  the 
M/E  signal  on  line  206,  the  external  video  signals 
on  lines  126,  128  or  the  bus  signals  from  the 
auxiliary  matrix  65.  The  key  signals  supplied  to  the 
digital  effects  unit  52  may  be  selected  from  the 
pattern  generator  18.  In  turn,  the  digital  effects 
video  and  key  output  signals  from  the  unit  52  are 
supplied  to  the  DFX  insert  video  and  key  inputs  of 
the  downstream  keyer  17  via  the  respective  con- 
necting  lines  133,  crosspoints  176,  178  and  dedi- 
cated  video  output  buses  132,  134,  and  connecting 
lines  135,  crosspoints  180,  182  and  dedicated  key 
output  buses  136,  138.  The  dedicated  key  output 
buses  136,  138  also  may  be  coupled  to  the  pattern 
inputs  of  the  mixer  via  the  crosspoints  200,  the 
connecting  line  199  and  the  crosspoints  202.  Thus, 
the  unit  52  supplies  corresponding  manipulated 

video  and  key  signals  to  the  effects  mixer  16 
and/or  the  downstream  mixer  17,  to  provide  se- 
lected  digital  effects  additions  to  the  switcher  op- 
eration. 

5  To  this  end,  the  various  crosspoints  depicted 
herein  are  controlled  in  conventional  fashion  via 
digital  control  signals  supplied  thereto,  which  turn 
the  crosspoints  on  or  off.  Thus,  in  FIGURE  3  a 
control  console  computer  unit  (CPU)  214  monitors 

io  the  faders,  positioners  and  switches  (not  shown)  of 
the  switcher  apparatus  in  conventional  fashion. 
When  a  switch  is  pressed,  identifying  a  desired 
effect,  or  a  fader  or  positioner  is  moved  to  execute 
the  desired  effect,  the  CPU  encodes  data  identify- 

15  ing  the  change  for  that  effect  and  sends  it  in  serial 
form  to  an  associated  signal  system  CPU  216.  The 
CPU  216  stores  the  data  and  sends  the  appropriate 
instructions  to  device  control  circuits  218  which 
supply  the  control  signals  as  digital  words  to  the 

20  respective  matrix,  mixer  and  keyer,  as  well  to  the 
switching  loop  50  herein,  via  corresponding  control 
buses  220.  The  control  signals  selectively  control 
the  crosspoints,  including  those  crosspoints  per- 
tinent  to  the  switching  loop  50  and  dedicated  in- 

25  put/output  buses,  to  execute  the  desired  effect.  The 
signal  system  CPU  216  responds  to  the  control 
console  essentially  echoing  the  data  received.  The 
control  console  provides  corresponding  indicator 
messages  for  the  operator. 

30  The  digital  effects  made  possible  via  the  digital 
effects  loop  50/unit  52  are  assigned  numbers  in  the 
manner  of  conventional  analog  effects  generated 
by  the  switcher  apparatus.  Thus  when  an  effect  is 
desired  and  the  corresponding  switch  is  pushed, 

35  the  effect  is  automatically  encoded  via  the  signal 
system  CPU  216.  In  a  desired  key  effect  with 
added  special  effects  such  as  movement,  a  menu 
may  be  supplied  to  provide  interface  with  the  oper- 
ator. 

40  Employing  the  configuration  of  FIGURES  2,  3 
the  inserted  digital  effects  unit  52  can  supply  var- 
ious  digital  effects  which  will  be  seen  as  modifica- 
tions  to  the  output  signal  supplied  by  the  switcher. 
To  illustrate  by  way  of  example  only,  various 

45  canned  transitions,  or  wipe  effects,  now  are  avail- 
able  to  an  operator  which  will  appear  as  digital 
wipe  effects  added  to  the  switcher  analog  patterns 
or  wipes.  One  example  of  an  analog  wipe  is  the 
effect  of  moving  a  vertical  bar  across  a  television 

50  raster  from  left  to  right  to  reveal  a  second  video 
picture  corresponding  to  the  new  bus  video.  The 
digital  effects  means  50/52  provides  a  digital  ver- 
sion  of  the  wipe  by  sliding  the  second  picture  over 
the  raster  while  sliding  the  first  picture  away.  A 

55  second  example  of  an  analog  wipe  starts  with  a 
small  rectangle  which  grows  until  it  completely 
reveals  a  new  background  video  picture.  The  digital 
equivalent  performed  by  the  digital  effects  means 

6 
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50/52  herein,  includes  a  compressed  video  raster 
of  the  new  background  video  expanding  over  the 
previous  video  picture  until  it  becomes  full  size.  In 
generating  such  digital  wipe  effects,  an  operator 
uses  the  same  switcher  controls  as  when  selecting 
an  analog  wipe  or  pattern  number  with  the  cor- 
responding  A  and  B  bus  sources.  The  transition  is 
performed  using  the  wipe  mode. 

To  illustrate,  a  wipe  from  B  bus  video  to  A  Bus 
video  is  performed  by  supplying  the  A  bus  video 
via  the  connecting  line  83  to,  for  example,  the 
channel  1  dedicated  video  input  bus  84  of  the 
digital  effects  unit  52  by  enabling  the  respective 
crosspoint  88  on  bus  84.  Two  fields  later,  the  unit 
52  supplies  the  manipulated  A  bus  signal  on  the 
dedicated  digital  effects  video  output  bus  132  and 
connecting  line  133,  at  which  time  the  crosspoint 
68  is  opened  while  the  crosspoint  140  is  closed  to 
supply  the  A  bus  video  to  the  effects  mixer  16.  The 
digital  effects  unit  52  also  supplies  a  digital  effects 
output  key  signal  to  the  A  and  B  pattern  inputs  of 
the  effects  mixer  16  via  the  dedicated  key  output 
bus  136,  crosspoint  200,  connecting  line  199,  am- 
plifier  204  and  crosspoints  202.  Pattern  bus  cros- 
spoints  196,  198  are  opened.  Thus,  the  unit  52 
generates  a  boundary  signal  that  is  used  by  the 
effects  mixer  16  instead  of  the  pattern  control  sig- 
nals  from  the  generator  18  to  replace  the  existing  B 
bus  video  with  the  A  bus  video.  In  an  alternate 
mode  of  operation,  channel  2  of  the  digital  effects 
unit  52  may  be  used  to  slide  the  B  bus  video  off 
the  raster  while  replacing  it  with  the  A  bus  video. 
The  B  bus  video  is  supplied  to  the  dedicated  video 
input  bus  86  of  channel  2  via  a  crosspoint  89,  with 
the  effects  unit  52  supplying  the  B  bus  video  to  the 
effects  mixer  16  via  the  dedicated  video  output  bus 
134  and  crosspoint  152.  Crosspoint  70  is  opened. 
In  either  mode,  the  resulting  digital  wipe  effect  is 
supplied  on  the  video  output  212  via  the  down- 
stream  mixer  17. 

The  digital  effects  means  50/52  also  may  be 
employed  to  digitally  process  a  key  hole  cutting 
signal  along  with  the  keyed  video.  This  gives  the 
effect  of  manipulating  a  key  instead  of  the  entire 
raster,  and  the  digital  effects  unit  52  appears  as  a 
modifier  to  the  key.  Thus,  given  a  video  source,  for 
example,  on  input  K2  from  the  input  matrix  12,  a 
key  source  is  selected  by  the  keyer  14  and  the 
corresponding  K2  insert  signal  and  K2  key  signal 
are  derived  on  buses  26b,  28b,  respectively.  The 
K2  insert  signal  is  fed  to,  for  example,  the  channel 
2  dedicated  video  input  bus  86  of  the  digital  effects 
unit  52  via  the  respective  connecting  line  83,  cros- 
spoint  89  and  bus  86,  while  the  K2  key  signal  is 
fed  to  the  key  input  of  unit  52  via  the  respective 
crosspoint  91,  connecting  line  81,  amplifier  94  and 
dedicated  bus  98.  The  digital  effects  unit  52  pro- 
vides  the  digital  effects  output  video  and  key  sig- 

nals  to  the  effects  mixer  16  two  fields  later  in  time, 
via  the  dedicated  output  buses  134,  138,  connect- 
ing  lines  133,  135  and  crosspoints  156,  172  re- 
spectively.  Crosspoints  76  and  78  are  opened  si- 

5  multaneously  with  the  closing  of  crosspoints  156, 
172  to  enable  routing  the  video  and  key  signals 
through  the  unit  52  via  the  switching  loop  50.  If  the 
insert  level  is  adjusted  to  the  maximum  level  the 
entire  raster  is  keyed  in,  and  the  switcher  directs 

io  the  digital  effects  unit  52  to  ignore  the  key  signal 
and  instead  generate  its  boundary  signal.  The 
digitally  manipulated  signals  are  mixed  in  the  ef- 
fects  mixer  16,  whereby  colored  borders,  soft  tran- 
sitions,  etc.,  are  provided  with  the  keys  entire  ras- 

15  ter.  The  resulting  effect  is  supplied  on  output  212 
via  the  downstream  mixer  17. 

A  further  effect  involves  using  the  DFX  insert 
and  key  inputs  to  the  downstream  mixer  17.  The 
unity  gain  isolated  key  appears  below  the  down- 

20  stream  key  and  on  top  of  the  program/preset  video. 
This  isolated  key  input  may  be  used  for  a  character 
generator  input  or,  more  particularly  herein,  for 
keying  in  the  digital  effects  unit  output  with  its 
boundary  signal.  Thus  the  location  of  this  key  en- 

25  ables  keying  in  the  M/E  signal  on  bus  206,  allowing 
wipes  inside  a  shrunken  raster,  that  is,  "over  the 
shoulder"  effects.  In  this  effect,  the  M/E  signal  on 
bus  206  is  supplied,  for  example,  to  channel  2  of 
the  digital  effects  unit  52  via  crosspoint  210  and 

30  the  bus  86.  The  unit  52  supplies  the  digital  effects 
output  video  on  the  bus  134  and  thence  via  the 
crosspoint  178  to  the  DFX  insert  video  input  of  the 
downstream  mixer  17.  The  digital  effects  output 
key  signal  corresponding  to  the  boundary  signal 

35  used  to  cut  the  hole,  is  supplied  to  the  DFX  key 
input  of  the  downstream  mixer  17  on  bus  138  and 
the  crosspoint  182.  This  last  effect  alternately  may 
use  as  the  input  sources,  the  external  signals  on 
buses  126,  128  or  the  bus  video  from  the  auxiliary 

40  matrix  65,  in  place  of  the  M/E  signal  on  bus  206  as 
described  above.  Digital  wipes  inside  the  shrunken 
raster  may  be  performed  if  the  dual  channel  digital 
effects  unit  52  is  employed  as  depicted  in  FIGURE 
3. 

45  In  still  a  further  digital  effect,  the  analog  pattern 
system  may  be  used  to  cut  key  holes  as,  for 
example,  when  given  a  picture  where  a  subject  is 
surrounded  by  a  circular  wipe  with  a  border.  The 
digital  effects  means  50/52  uses  the  pattern  signal, 

50  generated  on  A  pattern  bus  191  of  the  pattern 
generator  18,  and  supplied,  for  example,  to  its 
dedicated  key  input  bus  96  via  the  bus  100,  the 
inverter  102,  and  a  crosspoint  104.  The  M/E  signal 
is  supplied  to  the  dedicated  insert  video  input  bus 

55  84  of  the  unit  52  via  the  bus  206  and  crosspoint 
208.  The  effects  unit  52  processes  the  two  signals 
and  supplies  the  output  video  and  key  signals  to 
the  DFX  inputs  of  the  downstream  mixer  17,  The 
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latter  supplies  the  digital  effects  of  the  subject 
surrounded  by  a  circular  wipe  with  a  border.  This 
effect  may  be  done  on  any  switcher  key  channel 
using  the  pattern  signal  as  the  hole  cutting  signal, 
since  pattern  timing  is  inconsequential  to  the  asso- 
ciated  insert  video.  If  the  pattern  system  still  is 
used  to  do  a  wipe,  the  key  channel  will  wipe  in  the 
entire  processed  raster  of  the  key  in  the  same 
fashion. 

Claims 

1.  A  video  switcher  which  is  adapted  to  provide 
special  video  effects,  comprising  an  input  ma- 
trix  (12)  for  supplying  selected  video  signals,  a 
keyer  (14)  for  supplying  insert  video  signals 
and  corresponding  key  signals,  a  mixer  (16) 
which  is  controllable  by  a  pattern  generator 
(18)  to  provide  in  accordance  with  video  and 
key  signals  received  from  the  input  matrix  and 
the  keyer  an  output  video  mix-effects  signal, 
and  a  digital  special  effects  unit  (52)  which  has 
inputs  and  outputs  for  video  and  key  signals 
and  is  adapted  to  provide  in  accordance  with  a 
video  signal  received  at  a  video  input  an  out- 
put  signal  which  is  manipulated  to  provide  a 
special  video  effect,  characterised  by  a  second 
mixer  (17)  which  can  receive  video  and  key 
signals  from  the  keyer  and  by  switching  means 
(206,88,176-182)  for  coupling  the  said  output 
video  mix-effects  signal  to  the  said  video  input 
of  the  digital  special  effects  unit  and  for  cou- 
pling  the  corresponding  video  output  and  an 
associated  key  output  of  the  digital  special 
effects  unit  to  the  second  mixer. 

2.  A  system  according  to  claim  1,  wherein  the 
switching  means  includes  means  (196)  for  in- 
terrupting  a  signal  path  between  the  pattern 
generator  (18)  and  the  first  mixer  (16)  and  for 
rerouting  the  pattern  signal  to  a  key  signal 
input  of  the  digital  special  effects  unit  (52). 

3.  A  system  according  to  claim  1  or  2,  wherein 
the  switching  means  includes  means  (202)  for 
interrupting  a  signal  path  between  the  pattern 
generator  and  the  first  mixer  (16)  and  for  cou- 
pling  a  key  signal  from  the  said  key  output  of 
the  digital  special  effects  unit  in  place  of  the 
pattern  signal  from  the  pattern  generator. 

4.  A  system  according  to  any  foregoing  claim, 
wherein  the  switching  means  (206,88)  is  op- 
erable  to  couple  to  the  said  video  input  of  the 
digital  special  effects  unit  (52)  a  video  signal 
from  an  alternative  or  external  source  in  place 
of  the  video  mix-effects  signal. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Videoumschalter  zur  Realisierung  von  Video- 
spezialeffekten  mit  einer  Eingangsmatrix  (12) 

5  zur  Zufuhrung  ausgewahlter  Videosignale,  ei- 
nem  Taster  (14)  zur  Zufuhrung  von  Einfu- 
gungsvideosignalen  und  entsprechenden  Tast- 
signalen,  einem  Mischer  (16),  der  zur  Erzeu- 
gung  eines  Ausgangs-Videomischeffektsignals 

io  in  Abhangigkeit  von  Video-  und  Tastsignalen 
durch  einen  Bildmustergenerator  (18)  steuerbar 
ist,  und  einer  digitalen  Eingange  und  Ausgan- 
ge  fur  Video-  und  Tastsignale  aufweisenden 
Spezialeffekteinheit  (52)  zur  Erzeugung  eines 

is  zur  Realisierung  eines  Videospezialeffektes 
verarbeiteten  Ausgangssignals  in  Abhangigkeit 
von  einem  am  Videoeingang  aufgenommenen 
Videosignal,  gekennzeichnet  durch  einen 
zweiten  Mischer  (17),  der  Video-  und  Tastsi- 

20  gnale  vom  Taster  aufnehmen  kann,  und  durch 
Schaltmittel  (206,  88,  176  bis  182)  zur  Kopp- 
lung  des  Ausgangs-Videomischeffektsignals 
auf  den  Videoeingang  der  digitalen  Spezialef- 
fekteinheit  und  Kopplung  des  entsprechenden 

25  Videoausgangs  und  eines  zugehorigen  Tast- 
ausgangs  der  digitalen  Spezialeffekteinheit  auf 
den  zweiten  Mischer. 

2.  System  nach  Anspruch  1,  in  dem  die  Schalt- 
30  mittel  Mittel  (196)  zur  Unterbrechung  eines  Si- 

gnalweges  zwischen  dem  Bildmustergenerator 
(18)  und  dem  ersten  Mischer  (16)  und  Ruck- 
fuhrung  des  Bildmustersignals  auf  einem  Tast- 
signaleingang  der  digitalen  Spezialeffekteinheit 

35  (52)  enthalten. 

3.  System  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  in  dem  die 
Schaltmittel  Mittel  (202)  zur  Unterbrechung  ei- 
nes  Signalweges  zwischen  dem  Bildmusterge- 

40  nerator  und  dem  ersten  Mischer  (16)  und 
Kopplung  eines  Tastsignals  vom  Tastausgang 
der  digitalen  Spezialeffekteinheit  an  Stelle  des 
Bildmustersignals  vom  Bildmustergenerator 
enthalten. 

45 
4.  System  nach  den  vorhergehenden  Anspru- 

chen,  in  dem  die  Schaltmittel  (206,  88)  zur 
Kopplung  eines  Videosignals  von  einer  ande- 
ren  oder  externen  Quelle  anstelle  des  Video- 

50  mischeffektsignals  auf  dem  Videoeingang  der 
digitalen  Spezialeffekteinheit  (52)  betreibbar 
sind. 

Revendications 
55 

1.  Commutateur  video  qui  est  congu  pour  realiser 
des  effets  speciaux  video,  comprenant  :  une 
matrice  d'entree  (12)  pour  delivrer  dos  signaux 

8 
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video  selectionnes  ;  un  manipulateur  pour  deli- 
vrer  des  signaux  video  d'incrustation  et  des 
signaux  de  gradation  correspondants  ;  un  me- 
langeur  qui  peut  etre  commande  par  un  gene- 
rates  de  dessins  (18)  pour  fournir,  en  fonction  5 
des  signaux  video  et  de  gradation  regus  de  la 
matrice  d'entree  et  du  manipulateur,  un  signal 
d'effets  speciaux  video  melanges  de  sortie  ;  et 
une  unite  d'effets  speciaux  numeriques  (52) 
qui  possede  des  entrees  et  des  sorties  pour  10 
les  signaux  video  et  de  gradation,  et  qui  est 
congue  pour  fournir,  en  fonction  d'un  signal 
video  regu  a  une  entree  video,  un  signal  de 
sortie  qui  est  manipule  pour  fournir  un  effet 
special  video  ;  caracterise  par  un  second  me-  is 
langeur  (17)  qui  peut  recevoir  des  signaux 
video  et  de  gradation,  issus  du  manipulateur  et 
du  moyen  de  commutation  (206,  88,  176  a 
182),  pour  delivrer  ledit  signal  d'effets  speciaux 
video  melanges  de  sortie  a  ladite  entree  video  20 
de  I'unite  d'effets  speciaux  numeriques  et  pour 
delivrer,  au  second  melangeur,  la  sortie  video 
correspondante  et  une  sortie  de  gradation  as- 
sociee  de  I'unite  d'effets  speciaux  numeriques. 

25 
2.  Systeme  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel 

le  moyen  de  commutation  comprend  un 
moyen  (196)  pour  interrompre  le  trajet  de  si- 
gnal  entre  le  generateur  de  dessins  (18)  et  le 
premier  melangeur  (16)  et  pour  reacheminer  le  30 
signal  de  dessin  vers  une  entree  de  signal  de 
gradation  de  I'unite  d'effets  speciaux  numeri- 
ques  (52). 

3.  Systeme  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  dans  35 
lequel  le  moyen  de  commutation  comprend  un 
moyen  (202)  pour  interrompre  le  trajet  de  si- 
gnal  entre  le  generateur  de  dessins  et  le  pre- 
mier  melangeur  (16)  et  pour  delivrer  un  signal 
de  gradation,  issu  de  ladite  sortie  de  signal  de  40 
gradation  de  I'unite  d'effets  speciaux  numeri- 
ques,  a  la  place  du  signal  de  dessin  issu  du 
generateur  de  dessins. 

4.  Systeme  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi-  45 
cations  precedentes,  dans  lequel  le  moyen  de 
commutation  (206,  88)  sert  a  delivrer,  a  ladite 
entree  video  de  I'unite  d'effets  speciaux  nume- 
riques  (52),  un  signal  video  issu  d'une  autre 
source,  ou  d'une  source  externe,  a  la  place  du  50 
signal  d'effets  speciaux  video  melanges. 

9 
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