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(54) Navigation apparatus

(57) There is provided a navigation apparatus includ-
ing: a display unit having a display screen; a touch panel
provided to the display screen; and a display controller
that selectively changes first, second, and third screens
in response to contacting the touch panel to be displayed,
wherein each of the screens has a manipulation-button
display area for displaying a screen-changing button, and
wherein, the display controller performs a first displaying
operation of circulatingly changing the screens in a pre-

determined order to be displayed at each time of con-
tacting the manipulation-button display area, a second
displaying operation of displaying a pop-up menu includ-
ing first, second, and third screen-selecting buttons for
directly selecting the screens at the same time of the first
displaying operation, and a third displaying operation of
displaying on the display screen one screen selected
among the screens in response to contacting the screen-
selecting buttons displayed by the second displaying op-
eration.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a navigation
apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] There has been a navigation apparatus includ-
ing a display unit having a display screen and a touch
panel covering the display screen, in which a plurality of
screens are selectively changed to be displayed on the
display screen in response to manipulation of contacting
the touch panel (refer to Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication Nos. 2005-96596 and
2008-90376).
[0003] However, in order to selectively change a plu-
rality of the screens, manipulation of contacting manip-
ulation button is repetitively performed.
[0004] Therefore, there is a problem in that the manip-
ulation of contacting the manipulation button is repeti-
tively performed until a desired screen is displayed. In
addition, if the repetitive manipulation of contacting is rap-
idly performed, the manipulation of contacting may be
erroneously performed, so that a screen other than the
desired screen may be displayed. Therefore, improve-
ment of the usability of the navigation apparatus has been
tried.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] It is desirable to provide a navigation apparatus
having an advantage of displaying a desired screen by
simple manipulation and improving manipulation capa-
bility.
[0006] According to a first embodiment of the present
invention, there is provided a navigation apparatus in-
cluding: a display unit having a display screen; a touch
panel provided to the display screen; and a display con-
troller that selectively changes a first screen, a second
screen, and a third screen in response to manipulation
of contacting the touch panel to be displayed on the dis-
play screen, in which each of the first screen, the second
screen, and the third screen has a manipulation button
display area for displaying a screen changing button, and
in which the display controller performs a first displaying
operation of circulatingly changing the first screen, the
second screen, and the third screen in a predetermined
order to be displayed at each time of manipulation of
contacting the manipulation button display area, a sec-
ond displaying operation of displaying on the display
screen a pop-up menu including a first screen selecting
button, a second screen selecting button, and a third
screen selecting button for directly selecting the first
screen, the second screen, and the third screen at the

same time of the first displaying operation, and a third
displaying operation of displaying on the display screen
one screen selected among the first screen, the second
screen, and the third screen in response to manipulation
of contacting the first screen selecting button, the second
screen selecting button, and the third screen selecting
button displayed on the display screen by the second
displaying operation.
[0007] According to the invention, a desired screen
may be displayed by performing manipulation of contact-
ing one screen selecting button selected among the first
screen selecting button, the second screen selecting but-
ton, and the third screen selecting button of the pop-up
menu displayed by performing manipulation of contact-
ing the screen changing button.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating a state in which a nav-
igation apparatus according to an embodiment is in-
stalled in an interior of a car.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of the navigation apparatus according to the embod-
iment.
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating a first display screen.
Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating a second display
screen.
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a third display screen.
Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a state in which a pop-
up menu is displayed to overlap the first display
screen.
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a state in which the
pop-up menu is displayed to overlap the second dis-
play screen.
Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating a state in which the
pop-up menu is displayed to overlap the third display
screen.
Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a screen changing
operation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0009] Now, embodiments of the invention are de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 1 to 9. In the embodiments,
a case where a navigation apparatus 10 is a portable
navigation apparatus (PND, personal navigation device)
is described.
[0010] In Fig. 1, reference numerals 2, 4, 6, and 8 de-
note a car interior, a windshield, a steering wheel, and a
dashboard, respectively.
[0011] As shown in Fig. 1, the navigation apparatus 10
is detachably mounted on an in-car cradle 12, and the
navigation apparatus 10 is fixed to the car interior 2
through the in-car cradle 12.
[0012] A cupule device 1202 is disposed at the bottom
of the in-car cradle 12. By suction-attaching the cupule
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device 1202 on the dashboard 8, the in-car cradle 12 is
detachably fixed to the car interior 2.
[0013] By mounting the navigation apparatus 10 on
the in-car cradle 12, the navigation apparatus 10 together
with the in-car cradle 12 functions as an in-car navigation
apparatus.
[0014] In addition, by carrying the navigation appara-
tus 10 detached from the in-car cradle 12, the navigation
apparatus 10 functions as a portable navigation appara-
tus.
[0015] As shown in Fig. 2, the in-car cradle 12 includes
a beacon interface 12A and an audio interface 12B.
[0016] The beacon interface 12A is connected to a
beacon unit 14 mounted on the car interior 2.
[0017] The beacon unit 14 receives traffic information
from a vehicle information and communication system
(VICS).
[0018] The cradle side interface 12A supplies to the
navigation apparatus 10 the traffic information supplied
from the beacon unit 14.
[0019] The audio interface 12B is connected to a car
audio apparatus 15 mounted on the car interior 2.
[0020] The audio interface 12B supplies to the car au-
dio apparatus 15 an audio signal supplied from an output
unit 32 described later.
[0021] The navigation apparatus 10 includes a navi-
gation apparatus side interface 16, a GPS unit 18, a built-
in memory 20, a 1-SEG tuner 22, a display unit 24, and
a touch panel 26.
[0022] In addition, the navigation apparatus 10 further
includes a memory card interface 28, a memory card slot
30, an output unit 32, a controller 34, and the like.
[0023] These components 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28,
30, 32, and 34 are connected to each other via a bus 36.
[0024] The navigation apparatus side interface 16 is
connected to the cradle side interface 12A in the state
where the navigation apparatus 10 is mounted on the in-
car cradle 12.
[0025] In this state, the navigation apparatus side in-
terface 16 receives the traffic information supplied from
the beacon unit 14 through the cradle side interface 12A
and supplies the traffic information to the controller 30.
[0026] The GPS unit 18 includes a GPS antenna 18A
and a GPS processor 18B.
[0027] The GPS processor 18B receives a positioning
electric wave transmitted from a GPS satellite through
the GPS antenna 18A.
[0028] The GPS processor 18B detects a position of
the navigation apparatus 10 based on the received po-
sitioning electric wave to generate position data repre-
senting the position.
[0029] The built-in memory 20 includes a flash ROM
20A, a RAM 20B, and a ROM 20C.
[0030] The flash ROM 20A stores a control program
or the like that is executed by a CPU of the controller 30
described later.
[0031] The RAM 20B stores data that are used for proc-
esses of the CPU.

[0032] The ROM 20C stores various data that are to
be displayed on the display unit 24.
[0033] The data that are to be displayed on the display
unit 24 include map data for navigation, text data consti-
tuting a menu screen or the like, and image data. In other
words, by displaying the data on the display unit 24, a
first screen D1, a second screen D2, a third screen D3,
and a pop-up menu 60(refer to Figs. 3 to 8) described
later are configured.
[0034] In addition, instead of the ROM 20C, a hard disk
device or a recording medium such as a CD-ROM and
a DVD-ROM may be arbitrarily used.
[0035] The 1-SEG tuner 22 receives broadcast electric
waves from a terrestrial digital broadcast and reproduces
the video signal and the audio signal of a television broad-
cast.
[0036] The display unit 24 includes a display screen
24A (refer to Fig. 3) to perform screen displaying based
on the display data supplied from the controller 30.
[0037] In the embodiment, although the display unit 24
is constructed with a liquid crystal display, various display
apparatuses such as an organic EL display that are in
the related art may be used as the display unit 24.
[0038] The touch panel 26 is configured to cover the
display screen 24A of the display unit 24 so as to receive
user’s manipulation input in response to the manipulation
of contacting the touch panel 26.
[0039] The touch panel 26 may employ various struc-
tures, for example, a structure of a so-called film-film type
touch panel that is configured to have two transparent
PET films and a transparent electrode film interposed
between the two films.
[0040] The touch panel 26 has a size of covering the
entire area of the display screen 24A.
[0041] The touch panel 26 is overlapped on the display
screen 24A and adhered with an adhesive, so that the
touch panel 26 is integrally provided to the display unit 24.
[0042] In addition, a portion of the display screen 24A
may be covered with the touch panel 26, and thus, a
remaining portion of the display screen 24A may be con-
figured as a non-sensitive area which is not covered with
the touch panel 26.
[0043] The memory card interface 28 performs record-
ing data in the memory card 31 inserted into the memory
card slot 30 and reading data from the memory card 31.
[0044] The memory card 31 stores various data that
are used for the navigation apparatus 10.
[0045] As an example of the data, there are contents
data such as audio signal of music or a video signal of a
still picture or a moving picture.
[0046] The output unit 32 is supplied with the audio
signal that is read from the memory card 31 through the
memory card interface 28 and supplies the audio signal
to the audio interface 12B.
[0047] In addition, the output unit 32 supplies to the
audio interface 12B the audio signal supplied from the 1-
SEG tuner 22.
[0048] Accordingly, music of the car audio apparatus
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15 or audio of a television broadcast is reproduced.
[0049] The controller 34 has a CPU, so that the CPU
functions to execute a control program stored in the flash
ROM 20A. In addition, the controller 34 is operated in
response to the manipulation of contacting the touch pan-
el 26.
[0050] The controller 34 includes a graphic controller,
a video RAM, and the like.
[0051] Under the control of the CPU, the graphic con-
troller performs a graphic process by using the map data,
the text data, and the image data read from the ROM
20C to generate display data and supplies the display
data to the display unit 24.
[0052] The video RAM temporarily stores the display
data that are processed by the graphic controller.
[0053] The controller 34 allows the display unit 24 to
display a map or a menu screen based on the position
data supplied from the GPS processor 18B and the map
data, the text data, and the image data supplied from the
ROM 20C.
[0054] In other words, the controller 34 executes the
control program, so that a current position indicating the
position of the vehicle together with the map data is dis-
played on the display screen 24A of the display unit 24
and navigation to a destination is performed.
[0055] In addition, the controller 34 supplies to the out-
put unit 32 the audio signal supplied from the memory
card 31 or allows the display unit 24 to display a video
based on the video signal supplied from the memory card
31.
[0056] In addition, the controller 34 allows the display
unit 24 to display a received video based on the video
signal supplied from the 1-SEG tuner 22.
[0057] In other words, the controller 34 executes the
control program, so that the contents data supplied from
the 1-SEG tuner 22 or the contents data supplied from
the memory card 31 are provided to a user.
[0058] In addition, in the embodiment, the controller
34 corresponds to a display controller in the Claims.
[0059] Next, the screens displayed on the display
screen 24A of the display unit 24 are described in detail.
[0060] In addition, for simplifying the description, it is
assumed that one of three screens, that is, a first screen,
a second screen, and a third screen is displayed on the
display screen 24A of the display unit 24.
[0061] As shown in Fig. 3, the first screen D1 includes
a map display area 40, a guide display area 42, and a
manipulation button display area 44.
[0062] The map display area 40 is a display area for
displaying a map 46 including images (icons) represent-
ing roads or facilities and text representing place names
or names of facilities.
[0063] In addition, an arrow mark 48 indicating the po-
sition and driving direction of the vehicle is displayed on
the map 46 in the map display area 40.
[0064] In the embodiment, in the first screen D1, the
map display area 40 is disposed in a rectangular shape
in the left upper region of the first screen D1.

[0065] More specifically, the map display area 40 oc-
cupies about 2/3 of the display screen 24A in the width
direction and about 9/10 of the display screen 24A in the
height direction.
[0066] The guide display area 42 is a display area for
displaying guide information for performing navigation,
that is, guide information 50 for guiding the driving direc-
tion of the vehicle.
[0067] In the embodiment, the guide information 50
includes a name of crossroads 5001, an arrow 5002 in-
dicating the driving direction at the crossroads, a distance
5004 from the crossroads, a distance 5006 between the
current crossroads to the next crossroads, and an arrow
5008 indicating the driving direction at the next cross-
roads.
[0068] In addition, the guide information 50 also in-
cludes an expected arrival time 5010 from the current
position to the destination and a distance 5012 from the
current position to the destination.
[0069] In addition, in the embodiment, in the first
screen D1, the guide display area 42 is disposed in a
rectangular shape in the right upper region of the first
screen D1.
[0070] More specifically, the guide display area 42 is
disposed to the right of the map display area 40.
[0071] The guide display area 42 occupies about the
remaining 1/3 of the display screen 24A in the width di-
rection and about 9/10 of the display screen 24A in the
height direction similarly to the map display area 40.
[0072] The manipulation button display area 44 is a
display area for displaying a screen changing button 52.
[0073] In the embodiment, in the first screen D1, the
manipulation button display area 44 displays one or more
manipulation buttons 54 associated with the first screen
D1 as well as the screen changing button 52.
[0074] In other words, the manipulation button display
area 44 displays one or more manipulation buttons 54
for executing an operation associated with the screen
displayed on the first screen D1 in response to the ma-
nipulation of contacting thereof.
[0075] The screen changing button 52 is used to allow
the controller 34 to execute a first displaying operation
of circulatingly changing the first screen D1, the second
screen D2, and the third screen D3 in a predetermined
order to be displayed at each time of the manipulation of
contacting the screen changing button 52.
[0076] In the embodiment, the manipulation buttons
54 displayed on the first screen D 1 include a sound vol-
ume button 5402, a guide button 5404, a point button
5406, and a scaling button 5408.
[0077] The sound volume button 5402 is a button ma-
nipulated at the time of adjusting a sound volume for au-
dio guidance.
[0078] The guide button 5404 is a button manipulated
at the time of setting a guide method during the naviga-
tion.
[0079] The point button 5406 is a button manipulated
at the time of setting a destination.
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[0080] The scaling button 5408 is a button manipulated
at the time of setting a scale of the map 46.
[0081] In addition, in the first screen D1, reference nu-
meral 55A denotes an icon indicating that the video of
the television broadcast received from the 1-SEG tuner
22 is in the non-displayed state, and the icon 55A is dis-
played in the manipulation button display area 44.
[0082] In the embodiment, the manipulation button dis-
play area 44 is disposed in a bar shape in the lowest
region of the first screen D1.
[0083] More specifically, the manipulation button dis-
play area 44 is disposed to extend over the entire width-
directional length of the display screen 24A with a uniform
height.
[0084] The manipulation button display area 44 occu-
pies about the remaining 1/10 of the display screen 24A
in the height direction.
[0085] In the manipulation button display area 44, the
icon 55, the sound volume button 5402, the guide button
5404, the point button 5406, the screen changing button
52, and the scaling button 5408 are aligned in the order
from the left to the right.
[0086] As shown in Fig. 4, the second screen D2 in-
cludes a television broadcast display area 56, the guide
display area 42, and the manipulation button display area
44.
[0087] The television broadcast display area 56 dis-
plays a received video of the television broadcast.
[0088] In the embodiment, in the second screen D2,
the television broadcast display area 56 is disposed in a
rectangular shape to extend over the entire width-direc-
tional length of the second screen D2.
[0089] The television broadcast display area 56 occu-
pies about 9/10 of the display screen 24A in the height
direction.
[0090] The manipulation button display area 44 is a
display area for displaying the screen changing button
52 similarly to the first screen D1.
[0091] In the embodiment, in the second screen D2,
the manipulation button display area 44 displays one or
more manipulation buttons 54 associated with the sec-
ond screen D2 as well as the screen changing button 52.
[0092] In other words, the manipulation button display
area 44 includes one or more manipulation buttons 54
for executing an operation associated with the screen
displayed on the second screen D2 in response to the
manipulation of contacting thereof.
[0093] In the embodiment, the manipulation buttons
54 displayed on the second screen D2 include a power
button 5410, a sound volume button 5412, a channel up
button 5414, a channel down button 5416, and an option
button 5418.
[0094] The power button 5410 is a button manipulated
at the time of powering off the navigation apparatus 10.
[0095] The sound volume button 5412 is a button ma-
nipulated at the time of adjusting a sound volume of the
received audio of the television broadcast.
[0096] The channel up button 5414 is a button manip-

ulated at the time of changing the channel receiving the
television broadcast into a higher numbered channel.
[0097] The channel down button 5416 is a button ma-
nipulated at the time of changing the channel receiving
the television broadcast into a lower numbered channel.
[0098] The option button 5418 is a button manipulated
at the time of changing settings associated with the view-
ing of the television broadcast.
[0099] The manipulation button display area 44 is dis-
posed on the display screen 24A with the same size and
position as those of the first screen D1.
[0100] In the manipulation button display area 44, the
power button 5410, the sound volume button 5412, the
channel up button 5414, the channel down button 5416,
and the option button 5418 are aligned in the order from
the left to the right.
[0101] As shown in Fig. 5, the third screen D3 includes
the television broadcast display area 56, the guide dis-
play area 42, and the manipulation button display area
44.
[0102] In the embodiment, in the third screen D3, the
television broadcast display area 56 is disposed in a rec-
tangular shape in the left upper region of the third screen
D3.
[0103] More specifically, the television broadcast dis-
play area 56 occupies about 2/3 of the display screen
24A in the width direction and about 9/10 of the display
screen 24A in the height direction.
[0104] In the embodiment, in the third screen D3, the
guide display area 42 is disposed in a rectangular shape
in the right upper region of the third screen D3.
[0105] More specifically, the guide display area 42 is
disposed to the right of the television broadcast display
area 56.
[0106] The guide display area 42 occupies about the
remaining 1/3 of the display screen 24A in the width di-
rection and about 9/10 of the display screen 24A in the
height direction similarly to the television broadcast dis-
play area 56.
[0107] The manipulation button display area 44 is a
display area for displaying the screen changing button
52 similarly to the first screen D1 and the second screen
D2.
[0108] In the embodiment, in the third screen D3, the
manipulation button display area 44 displays one or more
manipulation buttons 54 associated with the third screen
D3 as well as the screen changing button 52.
[0109] In other words, the manipulation button display
area 44 displays one or more manipulation buttons 54
for executing an operation associated with the screen
displayed on the third screen D3 in response to the ma-
nipulation of contacting thereof.
[0110] In the embodiment, similarly to that of the sec-
ond screen D2 shown in Fig. 4, the manipulation buttons
54 displayed on the third screen D3 include the power
button 5410, the sound volume button 5412, the channel
up button 5414, the channel down button 5416, and the
option button 5418.
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[0111] The manipulation button display area 44 is dis-
posed on the display screen 24A with the same size and
position as those of the first screen D1.
[0112] Similarly to the second screen D2, in the ma-
nipulation button display area 44, the power button 5410,
the sound volume button 5412, the channel up button
5414, the channel down button 5416, and the option but-
ton 5418 are aligned in the order from the left to the right.
[0113] As shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5, the manipulation
button display area 44 is displayed at the same position
on the display screen 24A in any one of the first screen
D1, the second screen D2, and the third screen D3.
[0114] In addition, the screen changing button 52 is
displayed at the same position on the display screen 24A
in the manipulation button display area 44 in any one of
the first screen D1, the second screen D2, and the third
screen D3.
[0115] Next, the pop-up menu 60 is described with ref-
erence to Figs. 6, 7, and 8.
[0116] The pop-up menu 60 is displayed on each of
the first screen D1, the second screen D2, and the third
screen D3 in response to the manipulation of contacting
the screen changing button 52 described later.
[0117] In the embodiment, the pop-up menu 60 occu-
pies substantially the entire width-directional length of
the display screen 24A and about 1/2 of the display
screen 24A in the height direction.
[0118] More specifically, as shown in Fig. 6, the pop-
up menu 60 is displayed on the display screen 24A so
as to cover almost the map display area 40 and the guide
display area 42.
[0119] In addition, as shown in Fig. 7, the pop-up menu
60 is displayed on the display screen 24A so as to cover
almost the television broadcast display area 56.
[0120] In addition, as shown in Fig. 8, the pop-up menu
60 is displayed on the display screen 24A so as to cover
almost the television broadcast display area 56 and the
guide display area 42.
[0121] In other words, the pop-up menu 60 is displayed
at the position in the display screen 24A outside the ma-
nipulation button display area 44.
[0122] The pop-up menu 60 includes a first screen se-
lecting button 62, a second screen selecting button 64,
and a third screen selecting button 66.
[0123] The first screen selecting button 62 is used to
display the first screen D 1 on the display screen 24A in
response to the manipulation of contacting the first
screen selecting button 62.
[0124] As shown in Fig. 6, the first screen selecting
button 62 includes an icon 62A and text 62B associated
with the first screen D1.
[0125] More specifically, the icon 62A of the first screen
selecting button 62 represents the arrow mark 48(refer
to Fig. 3) indicating the position of the vehicle on the map
46, and the text 62B of the first screen selecting button
62 expresses "MAP".
[0126] The second screen selecting button 64 is used
to display the second screen D2 on the display screen

24A in response to the manipulation of contacting the
second screen selecting button 64.
[0127] As shown in Fig. 7, the second screen selecting
button 64 includes an icon 64A and text 64B associated
with the second screen D2.
[0128] The icon 64A of the second screen selecting
button 64 represents the television apparatus, and the
text 64B of the second screen selecting button 64 ex-
presses "1-SEG".
[0129] The third screen selecting button 66 is used to
display the third screen D3 on the display screen 24A in
response to the manipulation of contacting the third
screen selecting button 66.
[0130] As shown in Fig. 8, the third screen selecting
button 66 includes an icon 66A and text 66B associated
with the third screen D3.
[0131] The icon 66A of the third screen selecting button
66 represents the television apparatus and the arrow in-
dicating the driving direction of the vehicle, and the text
66B of the third screen selecting button 66 expresses "1-
SEG and GUIDE".
[0132] In addition, in the embodiment, the pop-up
menu 60 further includes a music selecting button 68.
[0133] The music selecting button 68 is used to repro-
duce music in response to the manipulation of contacting
the music selecting button 68. The operations after the
manipulation of contacting the music selecting button 68
do not relate to the invention, and thus, the description
thereof is omitted.
[0134] Next, the operations of the navigation appara-
tus 10 are described with reference to Fig. 9.
[0135] The navigation apparatus 10 is powered on,
and one of the first screen D1, the second screen D2,
and the third screen D3 is displayed on the display screen
24A of the display unit 24 (Step S10).
[0136] For example, in Fig. 3, the first screen D1 is
displayed.
[0137] At the time, if the manipulation of contacting one
of the manipulation buttons 54 is performed, the control-
ler 34 executes an operation corresponding to the con-
tacted manipulation button 54.
[0138] In addition, the controller 34 checks whether or
not the manipulation of contacting the screen changing
button 52 is performed (Step S12).
[0139] If the manipulation of contacting the screen
changing button 52 is determined to be performed, the
controller 34 changes the screens in a predetermined
order to be displayed (Step S 14).
[0140] In other words, the controller 34 executes the
first displaying operation of circulatingly changing the first
screen D1, the second screen D2, and the third screen
D3 in this order to be displayed at each time of the ma-
nipulation of contacting the screen changing button 52.
[0141] In other words, in the state where the first screen
D1 is displayed, if the manipulation of contacting the
screen changing button 52 is performed, the controller
34 changes the screen into the second screen D2 to be
displayed. In addition, in the state where the second
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screen D2 is displayed, if the manipulation of contacting
the screen changing button 52 is performed, the control-
ler 34 changes the screen into the third screen D3 to be
displayed. In addition, in the state where the third screen
D3 is displayed, if the manipulation of contacting the
screen changing button 52 is performed, the controller
34 changes the screen into the first screen D 1 to be
displayed.
[0142] Next, at the same time of changing the screen
in Step S 14, the controller 34 displays the pop-up menu
60 on the display screen 24A as shown in Figs. 5, 6, and
7 (Step S16).
[0143] In other words, the controller 34 executes the
second displaying operation at the same time of the first
displaying operation.
[0144] The second displaying operation is an opera-
tion of displaying on the display screen 24A the pop-up
menu 60 including the first screen selecting button 62,
the second screen selecting button 64, and the third
screen selecting button 66 for directly selecting the first
screen D1, the second screen D2, and the third screen
D3.
[0145] Next, at the time of displaying the pop-up menu
60, the controller 34 distinctly displays the screen select-
ing button corresponding to the screen, which is changed
to be displayed by the first displaying operation, among
the screen selecting buttons 62, 64, and 66. In other
words, the screen selecting button corresponding to the
screen, which is changed to be displayed by the first dis-
playing operation is focused and displayed on the display
screen 24A.
[0146] At this time, each of the first screen selecting
button 62, the second screen selecting button 64, and
the third screen selecting button 66 includes the icon and
text associated with each of the first screen D1, the sec-
ond screen D2, and the third screen D3.
[0147] Therefore, even in the case where the display
screen 24A is almost covered with the pop-up menu 60,
a capability of manipulation is improved so as to easily
determine which screen is displayed behind the pop-up
menu 60.
[0148] In addition, by seeing the first screen selecting
button 62, the second screen selecting button 64, and
the third screen selecting button 66, all the selectable
screens can be immediately checked, so that the capa-
bility of manipulation may be improved.
[0149] In addition, as an example of a method of fo-
cusing and displaying the screen selecting button, there
may be the following method.
[0150] As shown in Fig. 6, in the case where the pop-
up menu 60 is displayed on the first screen D1, as shown
by hatching, the background color of the first screen se-
lecting button 62 corresponding to the first screen D1 is
changed into the color different from the background
colors of the other selecting buttons 64, 66, and 68.
[0151] In addition, as shown in Fig. 7, in the case where
the pop-up menu 60 is displayed on the second screen
D2, as shown by hatching, the background color of the

second screen selecting button 64 corresponding to the
second screen D2 is changed into the color different from
the background colors of the other selecting buttons 62,
66, and 68.
[0152] In addition, as shown in Fig. 8, in the case where
the pop-up menu 60 is displayed on the third screen D3,
as shown by hatching, the background color of the third
screen selecting button 66 corresponding to the third
screen D3 is changed into the color different from the
background colors of the other selecting buttons 62, 64,
and 68.
[0153] In addition, the method of focusing and display-
ing the screen selecting button is not limited to the afore-
mentioned method, but a method of blinking the screen
selecting button, a method of displaying a frame-shaped
cursor surrounding the screen selecting button, or other
various methods of focusing and displaying may be em-
ployed.
[0154] Next, the controller 34 checks whether or not
the manipulation of contacting the screen changing but-
ton 52 is performed (Step S18).
[0155] If the manipulation of contacting the screen
changing button 52 is determined to be performed, the
controller 34 proceeds to Step S14, in which the screens
are circulatingly changed in a predetermined order to be
displayed.
[0156] Therefore, if the user repetitively performs the
manipulation of the screen changing button 52 in Step
S18, the first screen D1, the second screen D2, and the
third screen D3 are circulatingly displayed in this order.
[0157] If the manipulation of contacting the screen
changing button 52 is determined not to be performed in
Step S18, the controller 34 proceeds to Step S20. More
specifically, if the manipulation of contacting screen
changing button 52 is not performed for a predetermined
time, the manipulation of contacting the screen changing
button 52 is determined not to be performed.
[0158] If the controller 34 proceeds to Step S20, the
controller 34 checks whether or not one of the first screen
selecting button 62, the second screen selecting button
64, and the third screen selecting button 66 is performed.
[0159] Next, if the manipulation of contacting the
screen selecting buttons 62, 64, and 66 is not performed,
the controller 34 does not display the pop-up menu 60
(Step S24), and the controller 34 returns to Step S10.
More specifically, if the manipulation of contacting the
screen selecting buttons 62, 64, and 66 is not performed
for a predetermined time, the manipulation of contacting
the screen selecting buttons 62, 64, and 66 is determined
not to be performed.
[0160] In addition, if the manipulation of contacting one
of the first screen selecting button 62, the second screen
selecting button 64, and the third screen selecting button
66 is determined to be performed in Step S20, the con-
troller 34 immediately displays the screen corresponding
to the contacted screen selecting button (Step S22), and
the controller 34 returns to Step S10.
[0161] In other words, the controller 34 executes the
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third displaying operation of displaying on the display
screen 24A one screen selected among the first screen
D1, the second screen D2, and the third screen D3 in
response to the manipulation of contacting each of the
screen selecting buttons 62, 64, and 66 displayed on the
display screen 24A by the second displaying operation.
[0162] Therefore, as shown in Fig. 6, in the state where
the pop-up menu 60 together with the first screen D1 is
displayed, if the manipulation of contacting the second
screen selecting button 64 is performed, the second
screen D2 shown in Fig. 4 is displayed. In addition, if the
manipulation of contacting the third screen selecting but-
ton 66 is performed, the third screen D3 shown in Fig. 5
is displayed. In addition, in the case where the manipu-
lation of contacting the first screen selecting button 62 is
performed, the manipulation is treated as invalid, so that
the pop-up menu 60 is not displayed.
[0163] In addition, as shown in Fig. 7, in the state where
the pop-up menu 60 together with the second screen D2
is displayed, if the manipulation of contacting the first
screen selecting button 62 is performed, the first screen
D1 shown in Fig. 3 is displayed. In addition, if the manip-
ulation of contacting the third screen selecting button 66
is performed, the third screen D3 shown in Fig. 5 is dis-
played. In addition, in the case where the manipulation
of contacting the second screen selecting button 64 is
performed, the manipulation is treated as invalid, so that
the pop-up menu 60 is not displayed.
[0164] In addition, as shown in Fig. 8, in the state where
the pop-up menu 60 together with the third screen D3 is
displayed, if the manipulation of contacting the first
screen selecting button 62, the first screen D1 shown in
Fig. 3 is displayed. In addition, if the manipulation of con-
tacting the second screen selecting button 64 is per-
formed, the second screen D2 shown in Fig. 4 is dis-
played. In addition, in the case where the manipulation
of contacting the third screen selecting button 66 is per-
formed, the manipulation is treated as invalid, so that the
pop-up menu 60 is not displayed. Therefore, as shown
in Figs. 6, 7, and 8, in the case where the pop-up menu
60 is displayed on the display screen 24A, by performing
the manipulation of contacting one of the screen selecting
buttons 62, 64, and 66, a desired screen may be directly
selected to be displayed.
[0165] According to the embodiment, by performing
the manipulation of contacting the screen changing but-
ton 52, the pop-up menu 60 including the first screen
selecting button 62, the second screen selecting button
64, and the third screen selecting button 66 is displayed.
[0166] Therefore, by selecting one screen selecting
button from the screen selecting buttons and performing
the manipulation of contacting the screen selecting but-
ton, a desired screen may be immediately displayed. Ac-
cordingly, in comparison with the case where the screens
are circulatingly changed in a predetermined order to be
displayed by repetitively performing the manipulation of
contacting screen changing button 52, a capability of ma-
nipulation may be advantageously improved.

[0167] In addition, by performing the manipulation of
contacting the screen changing button 52, at the same
time of circulatingly changing the screens in a predeter-
mined order to be displayed, the pop-up menu 60 is dis-
played. Therefore, a specific manipulation button for dis-
playing the pop-up menu 60 is not separately provided,
so that an effort of manipulating the specific manipulation
button is not necessary. Accordingly, a capability of ma-
nipulation may be advantageously improved.
[0168] In addition, the user may select a desired meth-
od between the method of sequentially changing the
screens by repetitively performing the manipulation of
contacting the screen changing button 52 and the method
of selecting a screen by using the pop-up menu 60, so
that a degree of freedom in the capability of manipulation
may be advantageously obtained.
[0169] In addition, in the embodiment, the position of
the screen selecting button 52 on the display screen 24A
is fixed in any one of the first screen D1, the second
screen D2, and the third screen D3. Therefore, at the
time of repetitively performing the manipulation of con-
tacting the screen changing button 52, too much attention
is not necessarily paid to the display screen 24A, so that
the capability of manipulation may be advantageously
improved.
[0170] In addition, in the embodiment, the case where
three screens, that is, the first screen D1, the second
screen D2, and the third screen D3 are changed to be
displayed on the display screen 24A is described. How-
ever, the invention may be adapted to the case where
four or more screens are changed to be displayed on the
display screen 24A.
[0171] The present application contains subject matter
related to that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Ap-
plication JP 2009-015735 filed in the Japan Patent Office
on January 27, 2009, the entire content of which is hereby
incorporated by reference.
[0172] It should be understood by those skilled in the
art that various modifications, combinations, sub-combi-
nations and alterations may occur depending on design
requirements and other factors insofar as they are within
the scope of the appended claims or the equivalents
thereof.

Claims

1. A navigation apparatus comprising:

a display unit having a display screen;
a touch panel provided to the display screen;
and
a display controller that selectively changes a
first screen, a second screen, and a third screen
in response to manipulation of contacting the
touch panel to be displayed on the display
screen,
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wherein each of the first screen, the second screen,
and the third screen has a manipulation button dis-
play area for displaying a screen changing button,
and
wherein, the display controller performs a first dis-
playing operation of circulatingly changing the first
screen, the second screen, and the third screen in
a predetermined order to be displayed at each time
of manipulation of contacting the manipulation but-
ton display area, a second displaying operation of
displaying on the display screen a pop-up menu in-
cluding a first screen selecting button, a second
screen selecting button, and a third screen selecting
button for directly selecting the first screen, the sec-
ond screen, and the third screen at the same time
of the first displaying operation, and a third displaying
operation of displaying on the display screen one
screen selected among the first screen, the second
screen, and the third screen in response to manip-
ulation of contacting the first screen selecting button,
the second screen selecting button, and the third
screen selecting button displayed on the display
screen by the second displaying operation.

2. The navigation apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the pop-up menu is displayed at a position
of the display screen outside the manipulation button
display area.

3. The navigation apparatus according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein, in addition to the screen changing button,
one or more manipulation buttons for performing an
operation corresponding to a screen displayed on
the display screen among the first screen, the sec-
ond screen, and the third screen by the manipulation
of contacting are displayed in the manipulation but-
ton display area,
wherein the screen changing button display area in
any one of the first screen, the second screen, and
the third screen is displayed at the same position on
the display screen, and
wherein the screen changing button in the screen
changing button display area of any one of the first
screen, the second screen, and the third screen is
displayed at the same position on the display screen.

4. The navigation apparatus according to claim 1, 2 or
3, wherein, at the time of displaying the pop-up menu
by the second displaying operation, the controller
focuses and displays on the display screen the
screen selecting button corresponding to the screen
changed to be displayed by the first displaying op-
eration among the first screen selecting button, the
second screen selecting button, and the third screen
selecting button.

5. The navigation apparatus according to one of the
claims 1 to 4, wherein the first screen selecting but-

ton, the second screen selecting button, and the third
screen selecting button include at least one of icons
and text corresponding to the first screen, the second
screen, and the third screen.

6. The navigation apparatus according to one of the
claims 1 to 5,
wherein the first screen has a map display area for
displaying a map and a guide display area for dis-
playing guide information for guiding a driving direc-
tion of a car in addition to the manipulation button
display area,
wherein the second screen has a television broad-
cast display area for displaying a received video of
television broadcast in addition to the manipulation
button display area, and
wherein the third screen has the television broadcast
display area and the guide display area in addition
to the manipulation button display area.
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