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(54) Mobile terminal having dual touch screen and method of controlling content therein

(57) A terminal device having a dual touch screen
(120,140) capable of controlling a content (165) is dis-
closed. The terminal device displays at least one content
(165) to a display unit (130). A processor (150) coupled
to the terminal is configured to check content (165a-c)
mapped to an area (510) at which a touch event is de-
tected and released from the dual touch screen including
a first touch sensor (120) and a second touch sensor
(140) and to control (950,970) the content according to
the touch event.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion relate generally to a terminal device having a touch
screen capability of controlling content therein, and more
particularly, to a method for controlling content according
to a touch event detected in the terminal device.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BACKGROUND

[0002] Touch screens are devices in which a display
unit and an input unit are implemented as a single unit
and can be deployed in various terminal devices such as
a computer and a mobile terminal. A touch screen typi-
cally includes a display unit to which a touch sensor is
attached. The touch screen may detect touch events ap-
plied using an input tool, such as a user finger or a stylus
pen, by detecting touches or releasing touches from a
touch sensor.
[0003] A terminal device including a touch screen may
perform various functions selectively applied by a touch
event that is detected by a touch screen. However, a
typical touch screen includes only one side to receive a
detection of the touch event. A terminal device including
a touch screen is required to display a plurality of buttons
at which functions may be selected.
[0004] Thus, a single display unit of the terminal device
cannot be utilized effectively due to its limited area to
accept greater functional capabilities. Consequently,
manufacturers of terminal devices (e.g., mobile terminal
device) are challenged to continually add greater and
greater functional capabilities in smaller and smaller form
factors.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] These and other needs are addressed by the
present invention, in which exemplary embodiments pro-
vide a terminal device having a dual touch screen and a
method of controlling content in the terminal device.
[0006] Additional features of the invention will be set
forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by prac-
tice of the invention.
[0007] Still other aspects, features, and advantages of
the present invention are readily apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description, simply by illustrating a
number of particular embodiments and implementations,
including the best mode contemplated for carrying out
the present invention. The present invention is also ca-
pable of other and different embodiments, and its several
details can be modified in various obvious respects, all
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Accordingly, the drawing and description are

to be regarded as illustrative in nature, and not as restric-
tive.
[0008] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion disclose a method of control content. The method
includes receiving a touch event from a touch screen of
a display unit comprising a first touch sensor and a sec-
ond touch sensor formed at a front side and/or a rear
side of the display unit, wherein a content is displayed.
The method also includes detecting the touch event ap-
plied from the first touch sensor and/or the second touch
sensor, and checking an area at which the touch event
is detected and released, the area is mapped to the con-
tent. The method includes controlling the content accord-
ing to the touch event.
[0009] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion disclose a terminal device having a touch screen
capability of controlling content. The device includes a
touch screen comprising a display unit to display a con-
tent. The device also includes a first touch sensor formed
at one side of the display unit and a second touch sensor
formed at the other side of the display unit. The touch
screen is configured to detect a touch event via the first
touch sensor and/or the second touch sensor. The device
includes a control unit to check an area, mapped to a
content, at which the touch event is detected and re-
leased from the first touch sensor and/or the second
touch sensor, and to control the content according to the
touch event.
[0010] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory and are intended to pro-
vide further explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion, and together with the description serve to explain
the principles of the invention.
[0012] FIG. 1 is an exemplary view illustrating a mobile
terminal including a dual touch screen, according to ex-
emplary embodiments of the present invention.
[0013] FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are exemplary views of a
screen to control content in response to a touch event
detected from a dual touch screen, according to exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention.
[0014] FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are exemplary views illus-
trating a screen to control content by touch event that is
detected from one side of a dual touch screen, according
to exemplary embodiments of the present invention.
[0015] FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C are exemplary
views illustrating a screen to change a position of content
by touch events that are detected from both sides of a
dual touch screen, according to exemplary embodiments
of the present invention.
[0016] FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B, FIG. 5C and FIG. 5D are ex-
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emplary views illustrating a screen to zoom content by
touch events that are detected from both sides of a dual
touch screen, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.
[0017] FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B are exemplary views illus-
trating a screen to rotate content by touch events that
are detected from both sides of a dual touch screen, ac-
cording to exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
[0018] FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B and FIG. 7C are exemplary
views illustrating a screen to change a size of content by
touch events that are detected from both sides of a dual
touch screen, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.
[0019] FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram illustrating
an exemplary computing system of a mobile terminal that
can be used to implement various embodiments of the
present invention.
[0020] FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process for illustrating
a method of controlling content, according to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention.
[0021] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a process for illustrating
a method of controlling content based on an area at which
a touch event is detected, according to exemplary em-
bodiments of the present invention.
[0022] FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a process for illustrating
a method of controlling content associated with a detect-
ed touch event, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0023] An apparatus, method, and software for control
content in a terminal device having a dual touch screen
are described. In the following description, for the pur-
poses of explanation, numerous specific details are set
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. It is apparent, however, to one skilled
in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without these specific details or with an equivalent ar-
rangement. In other instances, well-known structures
and devices are shown in block diagram form in order to
avoid unnecessarily obscuring the present invention.
[0024] The term ’content’ may refer to any object to be
displayed on a display unit of a terminal device. For ex-
ample, the content may be a menu icon to select a func-
tion that can be performed in a mobile terminal, a multi-
media icon to reproduce moving picture or music data in
a mobile terminal, an image displayed on a mobile ter-
minal, a thumbnail to indicate an image stored in a mobile
terminal, and a data name assigned to various data. The
content may be displayed as an image or text.
[0025] FIG. 1 is an exemplary view illustrating a mobile
terminal including a dual touch screen, according to ex-
emplary embodiments of the present invention.
[0026] Referring to FIG. 1, a mobile terminal includes
a dual touch screen. The dual touch screen includes two

touch sensors 120 and 140 and a display unit 130. By
way of configurations, each of the touch sensors 120 and
140 can be attached to both sides 130a and 130b of the
display unit 130. For the illustration purpose, in each
sides 130a and 130b of the display unit 130, one side
facing to a user may be called a front side 130a and the
opposite (e.g., other) side facing to opposite side of the
user may be called a rear side 130b. A touch sensor
configured to the front side 130a may be called a front
touch sensor 120 and a touch sensor attached to the rear
side 130b is called a rear touch sensor 140. A control
unit of a mobile terminal may control content displayed
on the display unit 130 according to a detected touch
event from the two touch sensors 130 and 140.
[0027] A method of controlling content displayed on
the display unit with respect to detected touch event from
the touch sensors 120 and 140 will be described with
reference to FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B as
exemplary views of a screen. FIGS. 2A and 2B are ex-
emplary views of a screen to control content in response
to a touch event that is detected from a dual touch screen
according to exemplary embodiments of the present in-
vention.
[0028] Referring to FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B, the display
unit 130 may display a screen in which a function related
to a content 165 may be performed with respect to a
touch event that is detected from the front side 130a. For
example, the display unit 130 of the mobile terminal can
display at least one content 165 to reproduce music data
service. The content 165 may be an album image, a sing-
er image, or a file name of a music file that can be dis-
played on the display unit such that music data service
can be selected. A user, as illustrated in FIG. 2A, may
touch the front side 130a of the display unit 130 with
his/her finger and may release the finger therefrom. The
display unit 130, as illustrated in FIG. 2B, may display a
screen in which music data can be reproduced , the mu-
sic data corresponding to the content 165 that can be
mapped to an area at which the finger touches and is
released.
[0029] FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are exemplary views illus-
trating a screen to control content by touch event that is
detected from one side of a dual touch screen, according
to another exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[0030] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the display unit
130 may display detailed information 165b of the content
165a according to a touch event detected from the rear
side 130b of the display unit 130. In some examples, the
display unit 130 of the mobile terminal may display at
least one content 165a to reproduce music data. A user,
as illustrated in FIG. 3A, touches the rear side 130b with
a finger and releases the finger therefrom. Then, the dis-
play unit 130, as illustrated in FIG. 3B, can display the
detailed information 165b of the content 165a mapped
to the area at which the finger touches and is released.
The user may touch the front side 130a of the display
unit 130 to which the detailed information 165b is dis-
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played and releases a finger therefrom. The display unit
130 can display a screen in which music data correspond-
ing to the content 165a is reproduced that can be mapped
to an area at which the finger is touched and released.
In this case, the detailed information 165b may include
whole information on the music data such as a singer,
genre, running time, and the like.
[0031] It is observed that a case where a touch event
may be detected by one side of the display unit 130 is
described. The content 165 configured to reproduce mu-
sic data is described as an example of content 165, but
the content 165 may not limited thereto. In some exam-
ples, the content 165 may be a thumbnail, and a menu
icon. For example, in a case when the content 165 is
displayed by a thumbnail, when a user touches the front
side 130a of the display unit 130 with a finger and releas-
es the finger from the front side 130a, the display unit
130 may enlarge an image to display the image corre-
sponding to the thumbnail mapped to the area at which
the finger is touched and released. When a user touches
the rear side 130b of the display unit 130 with an input
tool and releases the input tool from the rear side 130b,
the display unit 130 may display detailed information of
the image corresponding to the thumbnail that is mapped
to the area at which the input tool is touched and released.
In this example, the detailed information may include, for
example, a size, a type, and a creation date of the image.
[0032] Next, a method of controlling the content 165
when touch events are detected by both sides of the dis-
play unit will be described with reference to FIG. 4A, FIG.
4B, FIG. 4C, FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B, FIG. 5C, FIG. 5D, FIG.
6A, FIG. 6B, FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B and FIG. 7C.
[0033] FIGS. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C are exemplary
views illustrating a screen to change a position of content
by touch events that are detected from both sides of a
dual touch screen, according to exemplary embodiments
of the present invention.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C, the
display unit 130 may display a screen in which the content
165 can be deleted or moved according to touch events
that can be detected by the front side 130a and the rear
side 130b of the display unit 130. For the illustration pur-
pose, it is assumed that the content 165 can be a menu
icon to select a menu.
[0035] The display unit 130, as illustrated in FIG. 4A,
can display a menu content, for example, an alarm con-
tent 165a, a game content 165b, and a dictionary content
165c. As illustrated in FIG. 4B, a user touches an area
to which the alarm content 165a can be displayed with
two fingers. As such, a user can touch the front side 130a
of the display unit 130 to which the alarm content 165a
is displayed and the rear side 130b matched (e.g., cor-
responding) to the front side 130a with two fingers. A
user can move the two fingers toward at a border line
135 of the display unit 130. In this way, the display unit
130 can display a screen to which the alarm content 165a
can move toward at the border line 135 of the display
unit 130 according to the movements of the fingers. When

the user moves the two fingers contacting (e.g., holding)
the alarm content 165a to a point out of the border line
135 of the display unit 130, the display unit 130 may de-
lete the alarm content 165a which previously displayed
to an area to which the fingers had been touched.
[0036] As illustrated in FIG. 4C, the display unit 130
may move the content 165a along the moving direction
of the fingers contacting the front side 130a and the rear
side 130b of the display unit 130. By way of example, a
user may touch the alarm content 165a with two fingers.
The user, as illustrated in FIG. 4C, can move the two
fingers inward from the border line 135 of the display unit
130. The alarm content 165a of the display unit 130 can
be moved inward from the border line of the display unit
130 according to the movement of the fingers.
[0037] FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B, FIG. 5C and FIG. 5D are ex-
emplary views illustrating a screen to zoom content by
touch events that are detected from both sides of a dual
touch screen, according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.
[0038] Referring to FIG. 5A, the display unit 130 may
display a screen to which the content 165 can be zoomed
in or out according to touch events that are detected from
the front side 130a and the rear side 130b of the display
unit 130. In some examples, the user can touch two fin-
gers to the front side 130a and the rear side 130b of the
display unit 130 in order to zoom in or out the content
165 displayed to the display unit 130. To better appreci-
ate, the area at which the fingers touch the front side
130a and the rear side 130b of the display unit 130 can
be displayed as a circle 510.
[0039] Referring to FIGS. 5B and 5C, the display unit
130, as illustrated in FIG. 5B, can display an image in full
screen. In order to enlarge a specific part of the image,
the user can touch simultaneously the front side 130a
and the rear side 130b of the display unit 130 with two
fingers. The user can press the fingers touching at the
front side 130a and the rear side 130b of the display unit
130 in order to enlarge the image. The display unit 130,
as illustrated in FIG. 5C, can enlarge the image with re-
spect to an area at which the two fingers touch and press
the display as a reference point. In some examples, the
size of the circle 510 may be indicated based on a degree
of the pressure applied to the area by fingers which are
touching and pressing the front side 130a and the rear
side 130b of the display unit 130. As such, a large circle
510 may indicate a high pressure and a small circle 510
indicates a low pressure.
[0040] The user can touch the front side 130a and the
rear side 130b of the display unit 130 with two fingers in
order to reduce the enlarged image. In this example, the
user may immediately release the two fingers from the
front side 130a and rear side 130b or loosens the applied
pressure of the fingers in order to reduce the image. In
this way, as illustrated in FIG. 5D, the display unit 130
can reduce the image with respect to the area at which
the two fingers touch as a reference point of reducing the
image to display.
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[0041] In this example, a size of the circle 510 can be
described as a degree of pressure applied to the fingers
by the user, but is not limited thereto. The size of the
circle 510 may represent an area of user finger’s touching
the front side 130a and the rear side 130b of the display
unit 130. In addition, the size of the circle 510 may rep-
resent time for which the fingers touch the front side 130a
and the rear side 130b and are released therefrom.
[0042] FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B are exemplary views illus-
trating a screen to rotate content by touch events that
are detected from both sides of a dual touch screen, ac-
cording to exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
[0043] Referring to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the display unit
130 may display the content 165 as an image. A user,
as illustrated in FIG. 6A, can touch the front side 130a of
the display unit 130 with one finger and the rear side 130b
with another finger. In some examples, the user, as illus-
trated in FIG. 6B, can fix one finger and can turn the other
finger based on the fixed finger. In responding to this
turning action by fingers, the display unit 130 is able to
rotate the content 165 with respect to an area to which
a first finger touches a point of content 165 while a second
finger touches the other point to turn the content 165
based on axis of the first finger. In FIG. 6B, the user may
fix one finger by touching a point of the content 165 of
the front side 130a and rotates the content with the other
finger by rotating the other finger along the rear side 130b.
It is noted that the turning mode is not limited thereto.
Alternatively, the user may fix one finger touching the
rear side 130b and may turn and/or rotate the other finger
by touching the front side 130a. In some examples, the
display unit 130 may rotate the content 165 with respect
to an area to which the touch is detected by the rear side
130b of the display unit 130 along with the movement of
the touch detected by the front side 130a.
[0044] FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B and FIG. 7C are exemplary
views illustrating a screen to change a size of content by
touch events that are detected from both sides of a dual
touch screen, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B and FIG. 7C, when
the content 165 is an image, the display unit 130 can
display the content 165 as illustrated in FIG. 7A. A user
can touch the front side 130a with one finger and the rear
side 130b with another finger. The user can move the
content 165 the two fingers. In addition, the display unit
130 may enlarge or reduce the content 165 according to
a distance change applied by the two fingers associated
with enlarging and/or reducing the content 165.
[0046] For example, when a distance between the two
fingers is decreased as illustrated in FIG. 7B, the display
unit 130 can reduce the content 165. As illustrated in FIG.
7C, when the distance between the two fingers is in-
creased, the display unit 130 can enlarge the content 165.
[0047] Various embodiments of controlling content ac-
cording to a touch event that is detected by a mobile
terminal having a dual touch screen have been de-

scribed.
[0048] FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram illustrating
an exemplary computing system of a mobile terminal that
can be used to implement various embodiments of the
present invention..
[0049] Referring to FIG. 8, the mobile terminal can in-
clude, by way of example, a touch screen 110 having a
first touch sensor 120, a display unit 130, and a second
touch sensor 140, a control unit 150, and a storage unit
160.
[0050] The touch screen 110 may include the first
touch sensor 120, the display unit 130 having two sides
for display, and the second touch sensor 140. In some
examples, a side of the display unit facing to a user may
be referred to a front side and a side facing opposite to
the front side may be referred to a rear side. For example,
according to a configuration or by way of design choice,
the first touch sensor 120 may be attached to the front
side of the display unit 130 and the second touch sensor
140 may be attached to the rear side of the display unit
130. The first and second touch sensors 120 and 140
may be a capacitive touch sensor to detect a touch event
with based on detecting proximity or position based on
capacitive coupling effects, a resistive touch sensor to
detect a touch event based on detecting change of re-
sistance, and a piezoelectric touch sensor to detect a
touch event based on detecting change of pressure.
[0051] The display unit 130 can display data related
with respect to overall status and an operation of the mo-
bile terminal. The display unit 130 may display various
contents under the control of the control unit 150. For
example, the display unit 130 may change and display
the content 165 according to a touch event detected from
two touch sensors under the control of the control unit
150.
[0052] The touch screen 110, including display unit
130, may be coupled to the touch sensor 120. Examples
of the display unit 130 include, for example, a liquid crys-
tal display, a flexible display, or active matrix display, for
displaying information to the user. In some cases, the
touch screen 110 may be an input device, such as a
keyboard, including alphanumeric and other keys. The
input device may be coupled to the bus and may com-
municate information and command selections to the
processor. The input device may include various types
of sensors (e.g., touch sensors 120 and 140) and may
include a plurality of touch zones in the touch screen 110
for detecting user input. The input device may further
include a cursor control, such as a mouse, a trackball, or
cursor direction keys, for communicating direction infor-
mation and command selections to the processor and
for controlling cursor movement on the display unit 130.
[0053] In some examples, in response to detection of
display of a content 165 related to specific data to the
display unit 130, it can be determined that a touch event
is applied in an area to which the content 165 is displayed.
When a touch event is detected from the front side of the
display unit 130, the display unit 130 may display data
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corresponding to the content 165 under the control of the
control unit 150. In some examples, the display unit 130
may display a screen in which a function corresponding
to data is performed under the control of the control unit
150. In response to a touch event that is detected by the
rear side of the display unit 130, the display unit 130 may
display detailed information on the content 165 under the
control of the control unit 150.
[0054] For the purpose of illustration, it is assumed that
touch events can be detected from areas of the respec-
tive front and rear side of the display unit 130 matched
to each other. In some examples, the display unit 130
may delete the content 165 according to a moving direc-
tion of the touch event or move the content 165 location
according to the moving direction of the touch event un-
der the control of the control unit 150. The display unit
130 may display the content 165 that can be zoomed in
or out with respect to an area where the touch event is
detected under the control of the control unit 150.
[0055] Moreover, the display unit 130 may enlarge or
reduce the size of the content 165 according to a distance
change applied between by two fingers, one finger moves
a first contact (e.g., touch event) detected by the front
side of the display unit 130 and the other finger moves a
second contact (e.g., touch event) detected by the rear
side of the display unit 130.
[0056] The first and second touch sensors 120 and
140 may detect a touch event in terms of time and degree
of the touch event in which an input tool, such as a user
finger, contacts a surface of the display unit 130 and is
released therefrom. The first touch sensor 120 and sec-
ond touch sensors 140 may check a coordinated touch
event (e.g., touch event, move event, rotate event, hold
event with fingers or the combination of the touch, move,
hold and rotate event) corresponding to an area to which
the touch event is detected and transmit the coordinated
touch event to the control unit 150. The first and second
touch sensors 120 and 140 may be attached to the front
side and rear side of the display unit 130, respectively.
In this example, the first touch sensor 120 attached to
the front side of the display unit 130 may be referred to
a front touch sensor and the second touch sensor 140
attached to the rear side of the display unit 130 may be
referred to a rear touch sensor. When a user touches the
front side of the display unit 130 with a finger and releases
the finger therefrom, the front touch sensor 120 may de-
tect a touch event. When a user touches the rear side of
the display unit 130 with a finger and releases the finger
therefrom, the rear touch sensor 140 may detect a touch
event.
[0057] When a user touches the front side and the rear
side of the display unit 130 at the same time and/or in
time sequence with fingers touches and releases the fin-
gers therefrom, the front and rear touch sensors 120 and
140 may detect touch events. For example, the touch
event may be a contact, a release, and a movement and
a release of the contact and/or a combination of the con-
tact, release, and movement associated with a coordi-

nated touch event that can be detected by one of the
front touch sensor 120 and the rear touch sensor 140.
[0058] The control unit 150 may control overall status
and operation of all components of the mobile terminal.
The control unit 150 may include a touch event analyzer
155 configured to analyze a touch event detected from
the touch screen 110.
[0059] The touch event analyzer 155 can analyze the
touch event applied to an area at which the contact or
the release can be detected and determined by process-
ing of the control unit 150, which can be transmitted from
the touch screen 110. In some examples, the touch event
analyzer 155 coupled to the control unit 150 may deter-
mine a location of detection whether the touch event oc-
curs on a front side, on a rear side, or both sides of the
display unit 130 by detecting the coordinated event in-
formation transmitted from the touch screen 110 after
processing by the control unit 150. The touch event an-
alyzer 155 may determine whether a contact detected
on the surface of the touch screen 110 can be moved
using the coordinated event information transmitted from
the touch screen 110. The touch event analyzer 155 may
determine a size of an area where a contact is detected
using the coordinated event transmitted from the touch
screen 110. The touch event analyzer 155 may calculate
a distance detected between a first contact and a second
contact using the coordinated event transmitted from the
touch screen 110.
[0060] The control unit 150 may control the content
165 displayed on the display unit 130 according to a touch
event that can be determined by the touch event analyzer
155. For example, when a touch event occurs on the front
side 130a of the display unit 130, the control unit 150
may perform a function related to content 165 mapped
to an area where the touch event occurs. As such, when
the content 165 mapped to the area where the touch
event occurs is moving picture data, the control unit 150
may reproduce the moving picture data.
[0061] When a touch event is detected on the rear side
of the display unit 130 from the touch screen 110, the
control unit 150 may display detailed information of the
content 165 mapped to the area where the touch event
occurs. For example, when the content 165 mapped to
the area where the touch event occurs is music data, the
control unit 150 may display information of a singer, mu-
sic genre, a running time, and a creation date associated
with the detailed information of the music data.
[0062] When touch events are detected on a front side
and a rear side of the display unit 130 from the touch
screen 110, the control unit 150 may control the content
165 according to the applied touch events. The control
unit 150 may control the content 165 according to wheth-
er the first area and second area corresponding to the
front side and rear side of the display unit 130 where the
touch events can be detected that are matched to each
other. The area where the first contact is detected by the
front side of the display unit 130 may be referred to a first
area and the area where the second contact is detected
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by the rear side of the display unit 130 may be referred
to a second area.
[0063] According to exemplary embodiments, touch
events can be detected by the front side and rear side of
the display unit 130, and the detection point are matched
that will be described.
[0064] When a first area and a second area where con-
tacts are detected at the front and rear sides of the display
unit 130 that are matched to each other, and the contacts
are moved to the outside of the border line 135 of the
display unit 130 and the contacts are released, the control
unit 150 may delete the content 165 displayed on the
display unit 130. Alternately, when the first area and the
second area where contacts are detected on the front
side and rear side of the display unit 130 that are matched
to each other, and the contacts are moved within the
border line 135 of the display unit 130 and the contacts
are released, the control unit 150 may control the display
unit 130 to move and display the content 165 at a position
according to the movement made within the border line
135.
[0065] When the first area and the second area where
contacts are detected on the front side and rear side of
the display unit 130 that are matched to each other, and
duration of detection time is longer than a preset time
(e.g., time threshold), the control unit 150 may control
the content 165 to zoom in at the display unit 130. When
duration of detection time is shorter than the preset time,
the control unit 150 may control the content 165 to zoom
out at the display unit 130.
[0066] Alternately, the control unit 150 may display the
content 165 by zooming in or out according to a size of
the first area and the second area where the contacts
can be detected at the front side and rear side of the
display unit 130. In other words, when the sizes of the
first and second areas are larger than a preset size (e.g.,
predetermined size, or size by way of configuration of
display unit 130), the control unit 150 may zoom in the
content 165. When the sizes of the first area and the
second area are smaller than the preset size, the control
unit 150 may zoom out the content 165.
[0067] If areas of the front side and rear side of the
display where the touch events are detected are not
matched to each other, the control unit 150 may enlarge
or reduce the size of the content 165 displayed on the
display unit 130 according to the distance between the
first contact detected on the front side of the display unit
130 and the second contact detected on the rear side of
the display unit 130. By way of illustration, when the dis-
tance between the first contact and the second contact
is larger (e.g., greater) than about 0 (zero), the control
unit 150 may control the display unit 130 to enlarge the
content 165. When the distance between the first and
second contacts is approaching to about 0 (zero), the
control unit 150 may control the display unit 130 to reduce
the content 165. When one of the first and second con-
tacts is fixed and the other is rotated based on the fixing
contact, the control unit 150 may control the display unit

130 to rotate the content 165.
[0068] According to various exemplary embodiments
of the invention, execution of the instructions contained
in storage unit 160 may cause the processor to perform
processes according to the instructions. The control unit
150 may include one or more processors in a multi-
processing arrangement to execute the instructions con-
tained in storage unit 160. Hard-wired circuitry may be
used in place of, or in combination with, software instruc-
tions to implement one or more of the exemplary embod-
iments of the present invention. For example, reconfig-
urable hardware, such as Field Programmable Gate Ar-
rays (FPGAs), can be used, and functionality and con-
nection topology of the FPGA logic gates may be cus-
tomized at run-time, typically by programming memory
look up tables. Thus, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention are not limited to any specific combi-
nation of hardware circuitry and/or software.
[0069] The terminal device may also include at least
one communication interface unit (not shown). The com-
munication interface unit may provide a two-way data
communication coupling to a network link (not shown).
The communication interface unit may send and receive
electrical, electromagnetic, or optical signals that can car-
ry digital data streams representing various types of in-
formation. Further, the communication interface unit may
include peripheral interface devices, such as a Universal
Serial Bus (USB) interface, or a PCMCIA (Personal Com-
puter Memory Card International Association) interface.
[0070] The processor may execute transmitted code
and/or may store the transmitted code in the storage unit
160, or in other non-volatile storage. In some cases, the
terminal device may obtain application code in the form
of a carrier wave.
[0071] A "computer-readable medium" may refer to
any medium that provides instructions to the processor
for execution. Such a medium may be implemented in
various forms, including but not limited to, non-volatile
media, volatile media, and transmission media. Non-vol-
atile media may include, for example, optical or magnetic
disks, such as the storage device. Volatile media may
include dynamic memory, such as main memory. Trans-
mission media may include coaxial cables, copper wire
and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise the
bus. Transmission media can also take the form of acous-
tic, optical, or electromagnetic waves, such as those gen-
erated during radio frequency (RF) and infrared (IR) data
communications. Common forms of computer-readable
media include, for example, a floppy disk, a flexible disk,
hard disk, magnetic tape, any other suitable magnetic
medium, a compact disk read-only memory (CD-ROM),
compact disc rewritable (CDRW), digital video disc
(DVD), any other suitable optical medium, punch cards,
optical mark sheets, any other suitable physical medium
with patterns of holes or other optically recognizable in-
dicia, a random-access memory (RAM), a programmable
read-only memory (PROM), and erasable programmable
read-only memory (EPROM), a FLASH-EPROM, any
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other memory chip or cartridge, and a carrier wave.
[0072] Various forms of computer-readable media
may be involved in providing instructions to a processor
for execution. For example, the instructions for carrying
out at least part of the present invention may be imple-
mented on a magnetic disk of a remote computer. The
remote terminal device may load the instructions into the
memory unit 150 and may send the instructions, for ex-
ample, over a telephone line using a modem. A modem
of a local system may receive the data on a telephone
line and/or may be used an infrared transmitter to convert
the data to an infrared signal and may transmit the infra-
red signal to the terminal device. The terminal device
may receive information and instructions provided by the
infrared signal. The bus may provide the information and
instructions to the storage unit 160, from which a proc-
essor may retrieve and execute the instructions. The in-
structions received by memory unit 150 may optionally
be stored either before or after execution by the control
unit 150.
[0073] The storage unit 160 may store an application
program in relation with functions performed in a mobile
terminal and various data generated during the perform-
ance of the functions. The storage unit 160 may store
content 165 to be displayed on the display unit 130.
[0074] A terminal device, as shown in FIG. 8, may in-
clude a bus (not shown) or other communication mech-
anisms for communicating data, and a control unit 150
including a processor (not shown) coupled to the bus for
processing information. The terminal device may also
include storage unit 160, which may be a random access
memory (RAM) or a dynamic storage device coupled to
the bus for storing information and instructions to be ex-
ecuted by the processor. The storage unit 160 may also
be used for storing temporary variables or intermediate
information during execution of instructions by the proc-
essor. The storage unit 160 may be a read only memory
(ROM) or other static storage device coupled to the bus
for storing static information and instructions for the proc-
essor. The storage unit 160 may include a series of ap-
plications to operate the terminal device. Examples of
suitable applications comprises a menu icon to select a
function, a multimedia icon to reproduce moving picture
data and music data, an image, a thumbnail, and a data
name set by data types.
[0075] According to exemplary embodiments, a meth-
od of controlling content 165 according to a touch event
detected in the mobile terminal will be described in detail
with reference to FIG. 9, FIG. 10, FIG. 11, and FIG. 9 is
a flowchart of a process for illustrating a method of con-
trolling content, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 9, the control unit 150 may
display the content 165 to the display unit 130 according
to user selection, per step 910. In this case, the content
165 may include any object typically to be displayed in
the mobile terminal, for example, a menu icon to select
a function that can be performed in the mobile terminal,

a multimedia icon to reproduce music data and moving
picture data, and an image stored in the mobile terminal.
[0077] The control unit 150 may determine, in step 920,
whether the first contact is detected by the touch screen
110. When the first contact is detected, the control unit
150 may check the first area whether the first contact is
detected, in step 930. The control unit 150 may check an
area where the first contact that is transmitted from the
touch screen 110 can be detected. As in step 940, the
control unit 150 may determine whether the first contact
is released from the touch screen 110. When the first
contact is released, the control unit 150 may control the
content 165 of the first area where the first contact is
detected, per step 950.
[0078] In step 940, when the first contact is not re-
leased, the control unit 150 may determine, per step 960
whether the second contact can be detected by the touch
screen 110. In more detail, the control unit 150 may de-
termine whether the second contact is detected on a sur-
face matched to surfaces including the areas of the front
and rear sides where the first contact is detected. When
the second contact is detected, the control unit 150 may
control, in step 970, the content 165 according to the
detected first and second contacts.
[0079] As in step 950, the operation wherein the first
contact is detected in the first area and released will be
described with reference to FIG. 10. FIG. 10 is a flowchart
of a process for illustrating a method of controlling content
based on an area at which a touch event is detected,
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0080] Referring to FIG. 10, when the first contact is
detected in the first area and is released, the control unit
150, in step 1010, may determine whether the first con-
tact and the release of the first contact are detected in
the front side of the display unit 130. The control unit 150
may check an area where a coordinated event applied
in which the first contact and release of the first contact
are detected, and the coordinated event is transmitted
from the touch screen 110. The control unit 150 may de-
termine whether the first contact and release of the first
contact are detected by the front touch sensor 120 or the
rear touch sensor 140 by determining the coordinated
event. When the coordinated event is detected from the
front touch sensor 120, the control unit 150 may deter-
mine whether the first contact and release of the first
contact are detected at the front side of the display unit
130. When the coordinated event is detected from the
rear touch sensor 140, the control unit 150 may determine
whether the first contact and release of the first contact
are detected on the rear side of the display unit 130.
[0081] When the first contact and release of the first
contact are detected at the front side, the control unit 150
may perform, in step 1020, a function using the content
165. For example, for the illustration purpose it is as-
sumed that at least one content 165 can be displayed to
reproduce music data. A user may touch an area of the
front side of the display unit 130 where the content 165
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can be displayed with a finger and releases the finger
from the area in order to select the music data. Then, the
control unit 150 may detect the contact and release of
the contact by the user finger applied to and from the
front side of the display unit 130 through the touch screen
110. The control unit 150 may reproduce the music data
corresponding to the content 165 that can be mapped to
the area at which the user finger contacts and releases.
[0082] Alternately, when the first contact and release
are detected on the rear side of the display unit 130, the
control unit 150 may display detailed information of the
content 165 that can be mapped to the first area, per step
1030. For example, for the illustration purpose, it is as-
sumed that a thumbnail indicating an image that is stored
in the mobile terminal can be displayed of the content
165. A user can touch the rear side of the display unit
130 in which the desired thumbnail can be displayed with
a finger and can release the finger from the area. Then,
the control unit 150 may display detailed information cor-
responding to the thumbnail that can be mapped to the
area at which the user finger touches and releases. In
this example, the detailed information may be a stored
date, stored time, and a capacity of the image corre-
sponding to the thumbnail.
[0083] The operation of the content 165 can be con-
trolled according to the detected touch event will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 11. FIG. 11 is a flowchart
of a process for illustrating a method of controlling content
associated with a detected touch event, according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0084] Referring to FIG. 11, when the first contact is
detected and the second contact is detected followed by
the first contact from the touch screen 110, the control
unit 150 may check, in step 1110, whether the second
area to which the second contact is detected. The control
unit 150 may determine whether the area to which the
first contact is detected can be matched to the area to
which the second contact is detected, per step 1115. In
more detail, it is assumed that the first contact can be
detected by the front touch sensor 120 and the second
contact can be detected by the rear touch sensor 140.
Then, the control unit 150 may determine whether a co-
ordinated event occurs according to the first area, where
the first contact is detected from the front touch sensor
120 and to the second area, where the second contact
is detected from the rear touch sensor 140 that are
matched to each other.
[0085] When the first area is matched to the second
area, the control unit 150 may check, in step 1120, wheth-
er content 165 can be mapped to the first area or the
second area. The control unit 150 may determine, per
step 1125, whether the first contact and the second con-
tact an be moved. When the first contact and the second
contact are moved, the control unit 150 may check, in
step 1130, moving directions of the first and second con-
tacts through the touch screen 110. The control unit 150
may control the display unit 130 to display the movement
of the content 165 according to the moving directions of

the first and second contacts. The control unit may de-
termine whether the first and second contacts can be
released, per step 1135. When the first and second con-
tacts are released, the control unit 150 may change a
position of the checked content 165 according to the mov-
ing direction, per step 1140. For example, when the first
contact and second contact are moved inward from the
border line 135 of the display unit 130 and the first contact
and the second contact are released, the control unit 150
may move the content 165 displayed on the display unit
130 into the area from which the first and second contacts
are released. However, when the first and second con-
tacts are moved to the outside of the border line 135 of
the display unit 130, the control unit 150 may delete the
content 165 from the display unit 130.
[0086] Although illustrated exemplary embodiments
are based on movement of the contacts, when the first
and second contacts are not moved, in step1125, the
control unit 150 may control zoom in or zoom out the
content 165 according to the first and second contacts.
For example, the content 165 may be zoomed in or out
according to duration time when the first contact and sec-
ond contact are applied and maintained. In other words,
when the first and second contacts are maintained for a
preset time, the control unit 150 may check the content
165 whether mapped to an area in which the first and
second contacts can be detected. When the first and sec-
ond contacts are released, the control unit 150 may zoom
in or out the checked content 165 with respect to the area
in which the first and second contacts are detected as a
reference point.
[0087] Alternately, the content 165 may be zoomed in
or out according to a size of the area in which the fist and
second contacts are detected. In more detail, the control
unit 150 may check a size of the area in which the first
and second contacts are detected. When the size of the
checked area is larger than a preset size, the control unit
150 may zoom in or out the checked content 165 with
respect to the area in which the first and second contacts
are detected as a reference point.
[0088] When the first area and the second area are
not matched to each other, in step 1115, the control unit
150 may check predetermined content 165 commonly
mapped to the first and second areas, per step 1150.
The control unit 150 may determine, in step 1115, wheth-
er at least one of the first contact and second contact can
be moved through the touch screen 110.
[0089] When the at least one contact moves, the con-
trol unit 150 may change a size of the content 165 ac-
cording to the movement, per step 1160. In this case, the
control unit 150 may control the display unit 130 to display
the size of the content 165 to be changed according to
the first contact and second contact. In more detail, when
at least one contact moves, the control unit 150 calculates
a distance between the first contact and second contact
caused by the movement of the at least one contact
through the touch screen 110. The distance may be
checked with a distance applied between the first area
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in which the first contact is detected and the second area
in which the second contact is detected. The control unit
150 may increase or decrease the size of the content
165 according to the distance. The control unit 150 may
rotate the content 165 according to the movement of a
contact. For example, when the first contact is applied
and the movement of the second contact is detected by
the touch screen 110 based on the first contact which is
fixed, the control unit 150 may rotate the content 165
based on the first area in which the first contact is detect-
ed and according to the movement of the second contact.
Alternatively, when the second contact is fixed and the
movement of the first contact is detected from the touch
screen 110, the control unit 150 may rotate the content
165 based on the second area in which the second con-
tact is detected and according to the movement of the
first contact.
[0090] The control unit 150 may determine, in step 165,
whether the first and second contacts can be released
through the touch screen 110. When the first contact and
second contact are released, the control unit 150 may
control the display unit 130 to display the content 165 in
a changed size, per step 1170.
[0091] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
present invention without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the
present invention cover the modifications and variations
of this invention provided they come within the scope of
the appended claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method of controlling content of a mobile terminal
that includes a dual touch screen in which a first
touch sensor and a second touch sensor are at-
tached to a front side and a rear side of a display
unit, the method comprising:

receiving a touch event from the dual touch
screen of the display unit, wherein a content is
displayed;
detecting the touch event applied from the first
touch sensor and/or the second touch sensor,
and checking an area at which the touch event
is detected and released, the area is mapped to
the content; and
controlling the content according to the touch
event.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

performing a function associated with the con-
tent in response to detection of the touch event
from the first touch sensor; and
displaying detailed information associated with
the content in response to detection of the touch

event from the second touch sensor.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining whether a first area corresponding
to a first contact detected from the first touch
sensor is matched to a second area correspond-
ing to a second contact detected from the sec-
ond touch sensor;
determining whether movements of the first con-
tact and the second contact are detected in re-
sponse to detection of the first area that is
matched to the second area; and
changing a position of the content according to
moving directions of the first contact and the sec-
ond contact when the first contact and the sec-
ond contact move.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the change of the
position of the content further comprises deleting the
content according to the moving directions.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

determining whether at least one of the first con-
tact and the second contact moves in response
to detection of the first area that is not matched
to the second area; and
controlling a size of the content according to the
movements.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the control of the
size of the content comprises:

checking a distance between the first contact
and the second contact according to the move-
ments;
enlarging and displaying the size of the content
when the checked distance is greater than about
0 (zero); and
reducing and display the size of the content
when the checked distance is approaching to
about 0 (zero).

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

rotating the content according to movement of
at least one of the first contact and the second
contact in response to detection of the move-
ment.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the content compris-
es one of a menu icon to select a function, a multi-
media icon to reproduce moving picture data and
music data, an image, a thumbnail, and a data name
set by data types, and wherein the touch event com-
prises a move event, a rotate event, a hold event
and a combination at least one of the touch, move,

17 18 



EP 2 211 530 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

hold or rotate event.

9. A mobile terminal comprising:

a touch screen comprising a display unit to dis-
play at least one content and having two sides;
a first touch sensor formed at one side of the
display unit;
a second touch sensor formed at the other side
of the display unit, wherein the touch screen is
configured to detect a touch event via at least
one of the first touch sensor and the second
touch sensor; and
a control unit configured to check an area,
mapped to area content, at which the touch
event is detected and released from the first
touch sensor and/or the second touch sensor,
and to control the checked content according to
the touch event.

10. The mobile terminal of claim 9, wherein the control
unit is configured to cause performing a function re-
lating to the content in response to detection of the
touch event from the first touch sensor, and to control
the display unit to display detailed information relat-
ing to the content in response to the touch event from
the second touch sensor.

11. The mobile terminal of claim 10, wherein the control
unit is configured to determine whether a first contact
and a second contact move and to determine wheth-
er a first area, at which the first contact is detected
and released from first touch sensor, is matched to
a second area at which the second contact is detect-
ed and released from the second touch sensor, and
to control the display unit to change a position of the
content according to moving directions of the first
contact and the second contact in response to de-
tection of movements of the first contact and the sec-
ond contact.

12. The mobile terminal of claim 11, wherein the control
unit is configured to control the display unit to zoom
in or zoom out the content in response to detection
of time duration for which the first contact and the
second contact are maintained or hold the first area
and the second area by fingers.

13. The mobile terminal of claim 11, wherein the control
unit is configured to determine whether one of the
first contact and the second contact moves in re-
sponse to detection that the first area is not matched
to the second area, and to control a size of the con-
tent according to movement of at least one of the
first contact and the second contact when the at least
one of the first contact and the second contact
moves.

14. The mobile terminal of claim 13, wherein the control
unit is configured to check a distance between the
first contact and the second contact according to the
movement and to control the display unit to enlarge
and to display the size of the content when the
checked distance is greater than about 0 (zero) and
to reduce and display the size of the content when
the checked distance is approaching to about 0 (ze-
ro).

15. The mobile terminal of claim 13, wherein the control
unit is configured to control rotating content of the
display unit in response to detection of one of the
first contact and the second contact that is fixed and
to detection of the other one of the first contact and
the second contact that moves based on the fixed
contact.

19 20 



EP 2 211 530 A1

12



EP 2 211 530 A1

13



EP 2 211 530 A1

14



EP 2 211 530 A1

15



EP 2 211 530 A1

16



EP 2 211 530 A1

17



EP 2 211 530 A1

18



EP 2 211 530 A1

19



EP 2 211 530 A1

20



EP 2 211 530 A1

21



EP 2 211 530 A1

22



EP 2 211 530 A1

23



EP 2 211 530 A1

24



EP 2 211 530 A1

25



EP 2 211 530 A1

26



EP 2 211 530 A1

27



EP 2 211 530 A1

28



EP 2 211 530 A1

29



EP 2 211 530 A1

30



EP 2 211 530 A1

31



EP 2 211 530 A1

32



EP 2 211 530 A1

33


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

