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(57) A method for electromagnetic exploration in-
cludes imparting a first electromagnetic signal into sub-
surface formations and imparting a second electromag-
netic signal into the formations substantially contempo-
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention is related to systems and methods for estimating the response of rock formations in the Earth’s
subsurface to imparted electromagnetic fields in order to determine spatial distribution of electrical properties of the
formations.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Porous subsurface sedimentary rock formations are typically saturated with fluids as a result of having been
deposited in a body of water during sedimentation. As a result, the fluids were initially entirely water. In some subsurface
formations the water in the pore spaces has been displaced to some extent after sedimentation by hydrocarbons such
as oil and gas. Thus, in some present day subsurface formations, the fluids in their pore spaces may be water, gas or
oil, or mixtures of the foregoing.
[0003] Detection of formations having less than fully water-saturated pore space, that is, when oil or gas is present
in the pore spaces, is of significant economic interest. Certain techniques for detection of such formations include
determining existence of electrical resistivities in the subsurface that are anomalously high. The principle of such detection
is based on the fact that the flow of electric current through a porous rock formation is related to the fractional volume
of the pore spaces with respect to the total rock volume, the spatial configuration of the pore spaces and the electrical
properties of the fluids filling the pore spaces. Brine-saturated porous rock formations, for example, are typically much
less resistive than the same rock formations having hydrocarbons in some or all of the pore spaces, because brine is
a relatively good electrical conductor while hydrocarbons are typically good electrical insulators.
[0004] Various techniques for measuring the electrical resistivity of subsurface rock formations are known in the art,
for example, time domain electromagnetic survey techniques such as described in International Patent Application
Publication No. WO 03/023452. Such techniques in general include imparting an electromagnetic field into the subsurface
formations and measuring electric and/or magnetic fields induced in the subsurface formation in response to the imparted
electromagnetic field. For such measurement techniques, the electromagnetic field may be imparted using an electric
field transmitter, for example, by passing an electric current through a dipole electrode pair. Alternatively a magnetic
field transmitter may be used, for example, passing an electric current through a wire loop or a plurality of such loops.
The receivers used to detect the responsive electromagnetic fields may be dipole electrode pair s for measuring potential
differences (electric field potential), or may be wire loops, pluralities of wire loops or magnetometers for measuring
magnetic field amplitude and/or the time derivatives of magnetic field amplitude. The electric current used to impart the
electromagnetic field may be controlled to provide a step change in the current. Step change in the transmitter current
induces what are referred to as "transient" electromagnetic fields, and the responses measured by the receivers are
related to transient response of the formations in the Earth’s subsurface. Step change in the transmitter current may be
obtained by switching the current on, switching the current off, reversing polarity, or combinations of the foregoing. A
particularly advantageous form of transmitter current switching configuration used to impart the electromagnetic field is
a so called "pseudo-random binary sequence" (PRBS) The followingpaper describes the use of PRBSs in electromagnetic
exploration: Duncan, P.M., Hwang, A., Edwards, R.N., Bailey, R.C., and Garland, G.D., 1980, The development and
application of a wide band electromagnetic sounding system using a pseudo-noise source, Geophysics, Vol. 45, pp
1276-1296.
[0005] In surveying an area of the subsurface using electromagnetic techniques, it is desirable to obtain signals
corresponding to various distances ("offsets") between the transmitter and receiver. In a typical survey implementation
using PBRS transmitter current switching, a different bandwidth PRBS can be used for different ranges of offset. In one
such example, for surveying formations below the bottom of a body of water, a receiver vessel may deploy a plurality
of receivers in a selected pattern, such as a line array, on the water bottom. A separate transmitter vessel may deploy
the transmitter on or at a nominal distance from the water bottom. The transmitter may be actuated and signals from
the receivers recorded. Electromagnetic signals corresponding to various offsets may be obtained by moving the trans-
mitter vessel, actuating the transmitter, and recording signals from the receivers, successively. The transmitter current
is measured during actuation and the measurements thereof can then be transmitted to the receiver vessel for data
quality control and processing.
[0006] To survey different areas of the subsurface below the water bottom, the receiver vessel may withdraw the
receivers from the water bottom, move to a different location, and once again deploy the receivers on the water bottom
in a different location. The above-described transmitter deployment, transmitter actuation and signal recording may then
be repeated.
[0007] It is desirable to improve efficiency with which electromagnetic signals are obtained. One possibility is to actuate
more than one transmitter at approximately the same time, and record the signals generated in response. Such technique
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could reduce the time taken to acquire a plurality of different offset electromagnetic signals. One technique for optimizing
one or more signal acquisition parameters is described in International Patent Application Publication No. WO
2007/104949. Generally, the technique described in the foregoing publication includes selecting a transient switching
frequency for the current applied to the transmitter that is inversely related to the square of the distance between the
transmitter and the receivers (called "offset"). Such technique could be advantageously used with a technique that
enables operating a plurality of electromagnetic transmitters essentially simultaneously.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] A method for electromagnetic exploration according to one aspect of the invention includes imparting a first
electromagnetic signal into subsurface formations and imparting a second electromagnetic signal into the formations
substantially contemporaneously with imparting the first electromagnetic signal. The first and second electromagnetic
signals are substantially uncorrelated with each other. A combined electromagnetic response of the formations to the
first and second imparted electromagnetic signals is detected at one or more locations. A response of the formations to
each of the first and the second imparted signals is determined from the one or more detected responses.
[0009] In one example, a switching frequency of the first and second electromagnetic signals is inversely related to
the square of a distance between the imparting location and the detecting location.
[0010] Other aspects and advantages of the invention will become apparent from the description and the claims that
follow.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0011] FIG. 1 shows a typical arrangement of electromagnetic transmitter and receivers.
[0012] FIG. 2 shows a graph of transmitter current as measured for a pseudo-random binary sequence signal.
[0013] FIG. 3 shows a graph of voltage measured simultaneously between a pair of receiver electrodes in response
to the transmitter current shown in FIG. 2.
[0014] FIG. 4 shows a graph of impulse response recovered by deconvolving the voltage signal of FIG. 3 with the
current signal of FIG. 2.
[0015] FIG. 5 shows two transmitters used with one receiver in an example of a method according to the invention.
[0016] FIG. 6 shows a flow chart of one example implementation of the invention.
[0017] FIG. 7 shows a survey vessel towing a plurality of electromagnetic sources each having a different source
electrode spacing.

Detailed Description

[0018] The description which follows includes a general explanation of the principles of transient controlled source
electromagnetic surveying, including an example acquisition system. Following such explanation isa description of an
example implementation of a technique for transmitting a plurality of electromagnetic signals at essentially the same
time, and in electromagnetic signals detected by at least one receiver, identifying the subsurface response to each of
the electromagnetic signals that was transmitted.
[0019] A typical deployment of marine geophysical survey vessels that may be used to conduct electromagnetic
geophysical surveying is shown schematically in FIG. 1. A transmitter vessel 10 is deployed on the surface of a body
of water 14 such as a lake or the ocean. The transmitter vessel 10 may deploy one or more electromagnetic transmitters
11 into the water 14, typically near the water bottom 16. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the transmitter 11 may be
electrodes A, B disposed along an insulated electrical cable. The electrodes A, B are disposed at a selected distance
from each other and are coupled to a control and power supply system 10A disposed on the transmitter vessel 10. A
receiver vessel 12 may also be deployed on the water 14 proximate the transmitter vessel 10. The receiver vessel 12
may deploy one or more electromagnetic receivers 13 in the water 14, typically on the water bottom 16. In the example
of FIG. 1, the receiver 13 may be a plurality of electrode pairs C, D disposed along an insulated electrical cable. The
electrode pairs C, D may be configured to detect voltages resulting from electromagnetic fields induced in the subsurface
by the transmitter 11 being energized. The voltages imparted across each pair of the electrodes C, D may be detected
by a recording system 12A disposed on the receiver vessel 12, or may be communicated for storage in a recording buoy
18 at a distal end of the receiver cable.
[0020] Actuation of the transmitter 11 can be performed by imparting electric current across the transmitter electrodes
A, B. The system shown in FIG. 1 includes transmitter and receivers referred to as horizontal electric dipoles. It will be
appreciated by those skilled in the art that any other known form of electromagnetic transmitter and receiver, for example,
vertical electric dipoles (pairs of electrodes oriented vertically), horizontal magnetic dipoles (wire coils oriented so that
the longitudinal axis of the coils is horizontal) and vertical magnetic dipoles (the vertical magnetic analog of the vertical
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electric dipole) may be used in other examples, as well as magnetometers for detection of magnetic fields. The foregoing
example of acquisition system used in a marine environment is provided only to illustrate acquisition of electromagnetic
survey data. Methods according to the invention can be used in electromagnetic surveys conducted on land, and the
invention is therefore not limited to use with marine surveys.
[0021] In performing a method according to the invention, both the received signal amplitude and the electric current
used to induce the electromagnetic field at the transmitter are measured simultaneously, and the impulse response of
the subsurface formations located below the transmitter and the receiver may be recovered from such measurements
by deconvolution. The particular implementation of deconvolution will be further explained below. A general explanation
of deconvolution as used in electromagnetic surveying is disclosed in the WO 03/023452 publication referred to above.
Other publications explaining acquisition and deconvolution processing of electromagnetic survey signals include: Zi-
olkowski, A., Hobbs, B. A., and Wright, D., 2007, Multitransient electromagnetic demonstration survey in France, Geo-
physics, 72, F197-F209; Ziolkowski, A., 2007, Developments in the transient electromagnetic method, First Break, 25,
99-106; Ziolkowski, A., Wright, D., Hall, G. and Clarke, C., 2008, First shallow-water multitransient EM survey, Expanded
Abstracts, Geophysical Seminar, London, 30-31 January 2008, Petroleum Exploration Society of Great Britain.
[0022] A transient-switched electric current, typically a finite-length signal such as a pseudo-random binary sequence
(PRBS), is applied across the transmitter electrodes A and B to induce an electromagnetic field in the subsurface. The
voltage induced across each pair of receiver electrodes, for example, C and D in FIG. 1, is measured simultaneously.
The induced voltage will be at least in part induced by electromagnetic fields generated in the subsurface in response
to the field imparted by the transmitter. If, after the end of the PBRS the measured voltage across the receiver electrodes
C, D substantially reaches a steady state before the next PBRS is applied across the transmitter electrodes A, B, a
substantially complete response of the formations in the subsurface to the imparted electromagnetic field has been
measured and such response can be represented by the expression:

[0023] where vCD (t) is the voltage measured across the receiver electrodes C, D with respect to time, iAB (t) is the
current applied across the transmitter electrodes A, B with respect to time, gCD;AB (t) is the impulse response of the
subsurface formations, the asterisk * denotes convolution, and nCD (t) is the noise at the receiver electrodes C, D with
respect to time. ∆xs and ∆xr are the in-line lengths of the transmitter and receiver dipoles, respectively (i.e., the respective
spacing between A and B and C and D). If a magnetic field transmitter or receiver is used instead of a dipole electric
transmitter and receiver, an equivalent expression for the magnetic dipole moment may be substituted in equation (1)
for ∆xs and ∆xr.
[0024] It has been determined from exp erience in using systems such as shown in FIG. 1 that transmitter to receiver
distances ("offsets"), represented by r, within a range of about 2d ≤ r ≤ 4d are required to resolve the resistivity of a
particular ("target") formation disposed at a depth d below the water bottom 16 (or the surface of the Earth in land based
surveys). In determining the resistivity of a subsurface target formation it is also important to determine the resistivities
of all the media (formations, and the water layer in a marine survey) above the target formation, that is, a model of the
subsurface should be made from the top down. Therefore a range of offsets should be used in any particular survey
that extends out to about four times the depth of each formation from the top of the subsurface down to the deepest
target formation. The in-line field of a bipole electric field transmitter approximates that of an equivalent dipole at offsets
of r ≥ 4∆xs.
[0025] In performing a practical electromagnetic survey, a plurality of spaced apart electromagnetic receivers (electrode
bipoles) is used, with each receiver bipole length, ∆xr being substantially the same as the others and wherein the receiver
bipoles are disposed generally end-to-end to provide substantially continuous subsurface survey coverage.
[0026] Consider a particular case for equation (1) in which

[0027] and in which ∆t (explained below) is very small compared with any time interval of interest in the impulse
response of the Earth, gCD;AB (t). The result can be expressed as:
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from which it can be determined that an instantaneous signal-to-noise ratio may be expressed as

[0028] To maximize the signal-to-noise ratio, based on equation (4) it is desirable to maximize I , ∆xs, ∆xr, and ∆t. As
explained above, in the methods described in the above referenced publications a pseudo-random binary sequence
(PRBS) is used as the transmitter current switching function. A PRBS of order n is a sequence of N = 2n -1 "samples"
switched between two levels, for example, +I and -I, at pseudo-random integer multiples of a fixed time (sample time)
represented by ∆t. The PRBS has a frequency spectrum with substantially uniform amplitude in the range 1 / N∆t ≤ f ≤1
/ 2∆t . It can be shown that the transmitter current sample rate 1/∆t should decrease with offset with respect to the square
thereof, i.e., as 1/r2. The foregoing transmitter current switching function is expected to maximize ∆t. The deconvolution
process compresses the PRBS into a single pulse of amplitude NI ; that is, deconvolution increases the signal amplitude
by a factor N.
[0029] FIG. 2 shows a graph of an example of the measured transmitter current when a PBRS has been used to
energize the transmitter (11 in FIG. 1). FIG. 3 shows the voltage measured simultaneously between a pair of receiver
electrodes (e.g., C, D in FIG. 1) in response to the transmitter current example shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 shows the impulse
response recovered by deconvolving the voltage signal of FIG. 3 with t he current measurement of FIG. 2. The impulse
response in FIG. 4 includes a component known as the "air wave" 20 that is generated by the interface between the air
and the water top, and a component shown at 22 representing the response of the formations below the water bottom
(16 in FIG. 1). Note that in the present example, which represents data acquired on land for the purpose of better
illustrating the signal components of the impulse response, the duration of the impulse response is less than about 20
milliseconds, whereas the measured input current signal (FIG. 2) and measured output voltage signal (FIG. 3) are both
much longer duration, e.g., about 140 milliseconds.
[0030] A technique for determining resistivities of the subsurface formations from all the determined Earth impulse
responses is known as "inversion" and one such technique is described in detail in the Ziolkowski et al. (2007) publication
cited above.
[0031] In the invention, electromagnetic survey acquisition of a plurality of different offset signals as well signals
recorded above a plurality of areas in the subsurface may be performed by actuating two or more transmitters contem-
poraneously, while recording signals resulting from the actuation of the two or more transmitters.
[0032] FIG. 5 shows an example marine electromagnetic survey system that may be used with methods according
to the invention. The example of FIG. 5 may include a receiver vessel 12 as in FIG. 1 with a receiver 13 deployed
therefrom. A transmitter vessel 10 may deploy a transmitter as in FIG. 1. The transmitter vessel 10 in FIG. 5, however,
may deploy at least one additional transmitter 11A. The at least one additional transmitter 11A may include two spaced
apart electrodes AA, BB similar to those A, B on the transmitter 11, and may be deployed so as to have a different offset
from the receiver 13. The at least one additional transmitter 11A may be deployed by a different vessel (not shown).
[0033] The transmitters 11, 11A in the present example have electrodes A, B, AA, BB typically spaced 200 m apart
from each other and suspended about 2 m above the water bottom, and to which a PRBS switched electric current is
applied. The current switching in the PBRS is by polarity reversal, between, for example, +700 Amperes and - 700
Amperes. The transmitter sample rate may be varied for different offset ranges, for example, 200 Hz may be used for
800-1,800 m offset, 50 Hz may be used for 1,800-2,800 m offset, and 20 Hz may be used for 2,800-4,000 m offset.
[0034] Just as in the previous example shown in FIG. 1, each transmitter 11, 11A may be an electric field transmitter,
for example, an electric bipole as shown, or may be a magnetic field transmitter such as a wire loop or coil. The receivers
may be electric bipoles for measuring potential differences as shown, or may be wire loops or coils, or magnetometers
for measuring magnetic fields and/or the time derivatives of magnetic fields.
[0035] The signal transmitted from each transmitter 11, 11A may be a transient signal, for example, a pseudo-random
binary sequence (PRBS). In accordance with the invention, the signals generated by each transmitter 11, 11A are
uncorrelated and may be substantially contemporaneously or even simultaneously transmitted to induce respective
electromagnetic fields into the Earth’s subsurface. The transmitter signals are directly measured, as is the resultant
response at each receiver.
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[0036] The signals detected by the receiver can be analyzed to determine the Earth impulse response corresponding
to each transmitter’s signal. The Earth impulse responses may be used to determine the spatial distribution of electrical
resistivity in the subsurface, as explained above. A suitable analysis to determine the Earth impulse response corre-
sponding to each transmitter’s signal is outlined below. The uncorrelated signals emitted by each of the two transmitters
11, 11A preferably have the following two properties: (1) each signal is easy to distinguish from a time-shifted version
of itself; and (2) each signal is easy to distinguish from the other signal, including time-shifted versions thereof. Examples
of signals that can be used are known to those of ordinary skill in the art, and are described, for example, in Sarwate,
D.V., and Pursley, M.B., 1980, Crosscorrelation properties of pseudorandom and related sequences, Proceedings of
the IEEE, 68, 593-619. Preferably, both transmitter signals are pseudo-random binary sequences. The transmitter signals
may have cross correlation functions of substantially zero. The transmitted signal at each transmitter may be directly
measured, for example, using a magnetometer or by direct measurement of the current in the transmitter circuit.
[0037] A method for analysing a received electromagnetic signal that includes components from at least first and
second known, uncorrelated electromagnetic transmitter signals transmitted contemporaneously from different electro-
magnetic transmitters through the Earth includes determining the difference between the Earth response to the first
signal and the received signal (for example by subtracting the Earth response to the first signal from the received signal),
and processing the difference using the second transmitted signal to estimate the Earth response to the second trans-
mitted signal.
[0038] In some examples, more than two transmitters may be used, each generating a known signal that is substantially
uncorrelated with the signal from any other transmitter. Where more than two known, uncorrelated electromagnetic
signals are transmitted (e.g., using three or more transmitters), the method further includes determining a differen ce
between the estimated Earth response to the first and second signals and the received signal and processing that
difference using another known transmitter signal to estimate the Earth response to that transmitted signal.
[0039] An example implementation is shown in a flow chart in FIG. 6. At 60, a first electromagnetic signal is transmitted
by the first transmitter (e.g., 11 in FIG. 5). A second electromagnetic signal is transmitted by the second transmitter (e.g.,
11A in FIG. 5). At 62, the signals resulting from both the first transmitter signal and the second transmitter signal are
detected (e.g. by the receiver 13 in FIG. 5).
[0040] Processing the detected signal may include: (a) deconvolving the received signal using the first transmitter
signal, shown at 64; (b) estimating the formation response to the first transmitter signal using the deconvolved received
signal, shown at 66; (c) convolving the estimated formation response from (b) with the first transmitter signal, shown at
68; and (d) subtracting the result of the convolution performed in (c) from the received signal, as shown at 70 in FIG. 6.
[0041] Processing the result of the subtraction at 70 may include (e) deconvolving the result from 70 in FIG. 6 with
the second transmitter signal, at 72, to produce an estimate of the formation response to the second transmitted signal,
at 74.
[0042] Estimating the formation response to the first transmitter signal using the deconvolved received signal may
include identifying a peak associated with the first transmitter signal and using the peak to determine the estimate.
[0043] The method may further include: (f) convolving the estimate of the formation response to the second transmitter
signal with the second transmitter signal, as shown at 76; (g) subtracting the result at 76 from the received signal, as
shown at 78; (h) deconvolving the result of (g) with the first transmitter signal as shown at 80, (i) estimating the formation
response to the first transmitter signal using the result of (h) as shown at 82. At 84, the improved estimate of the formation
response determined at 82 is compared with the estimate of formation response determined at 66. If the difference
between the two estimates is below a selected threshold, then the process may terminate. If the difference exceeds the
selected threshold, the process may continue by (j) using the estimate of (i) in (c), thus returning the process to 66 in
FIG. 6. Steps (c) to (j) may be iteratively repeated until convergence is reached, meaning that the difference determined
at 84 is below the selected threshold.
[0044] More than two signals may be simultaneously or contemporaneously transmitted and the method may include
processing the received signal using each of the transmitted signals to determine the formation response.
[0045] Having explained the actions required to perform a method according to the invention the following is an
explanation of the principle of such method. Let a first electromagnetic signal transmitter (or "source") be disposed at a
position designated by xs1 and let a second source be disposed at position designated by xs2 Each transmitter or source
emits separate and independent transmitter signals designated by s(xs1,t) and s(xs2,t). In the present example, the two
transmitter signals are measured as explained above and so are known. There may be one or more electromagnetic
receivers for detecting Earth response, one of which is disposed at a position designated by xr. The signal received at
xr, designated by v(xs1,xs2,xr,t), can be represented by the expression:
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[0046] Equation (5) is the superposition of two different convolutions, plus noise. If the two source signals s(xs1,t) and
s(xs2,t) are known, such as by measurement, the Earth impulse response for each of the two transmitter signals,
designated by g(xs1,xr,t) and g(xs2,xr,t) may be estimated from the received signal. In equation (5), n1(xr,t) represents
noise. An example technique for estimating the two Earth responses is outlined below for the purposes of illustration.
[0047] Consider the situation in which s(xs1,t) and s(xs2,t) are orthogonal (uncorrelated) pseudo-random binary se-
quences having the same bandwidth. It is helpful, but not essential, if s(xs1,t) and s(xs2,t) have time durations significantly
greater than either Earth impulse response, g(xs1, xr, t) or g(xs2, xr, t). Let g(xs1, xr, t) be of duration T1, g(xs2,xr,t) be
of length T2 , and the receiver signal v(xs1,xs2,xr,t) be of duration TV, which is substantially longer than either T1 or T2.
[0048] The first element of the technique to determine each Earth impulse response is to deconvolve equation (5) for
either s(xs1,t) or s(xs2,t) In practice, it is better to choose for the deconvolution the source that produces the larger
contribution to the received signal, typically the source that is closer to the receiver. If the sources are equidistant from
the receiver and have the same transmitted signal amplitude and bandwidth, then either source can be chosen. To
facilitate the deconvolution, first, equation (5) may be transformed to the frequency domain using, for example, the
Fourier transform, to provide the expression:

in which ω is angular frequency, the replacement of lower-case by upper-case letters denotes the change in domain
from time domain to frequency domain, and the convolutions become multiplications. Dividing the foregoing by S(xs1,
ω) results in the deconvolution being performed in the frequency domain. The result of the deconvolution may be
expressed as:

[0049] If s(xs1,t) and s(xs2,t) are each a PRBS, they each have constant amplitude independent of frequency. The
ratio of their amplitude spectra is also independent of frequency, and is a constant value:

[0050] The phase spectra of both s(xs1,t) and s(xs2,t) are random, and the ratio of the phase spectra is the phase
spectrum of s(xs2,t) minus the phase spectrum of s(xs1,t), which is also random. The foregoing frequency domain ratio
of the first and second transmitted signals has a flat amplitude spectrum and a random phase spectrum. In the time
domain it is white noise.
[0051] Transforming equation (7) back to the time domain yields the expression:

in which w(xs1, xs2, t) represents the white noise.
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[0052] On the right-hand side of equation (9), the first term is the convolution of the Earth impulse response g(xs1, xr,
t) for the first transmitter position with the impulse δ(t). That is, all the energy in the first transmitted signal s(xs1,t) has
been compressed into an impulse represented by δ(t). The second term is the convolution of the impulse response g
(xs2,xr,t) for the second transmitter position with the white noise w(xs1, xs2, t). The third term is the noise. The deconvolved
data sequence x1(xs1,xs2,xr,t), of length TV, is two relatively long, superimposed noise sequences plus a short, high
amplitude signal g(xs1,xr,t) of length T1 at the beginning. The signal-to-noise ratio of this first part, t ≤ T1, is typically
large, because of the large processing gain introduced by the deconvolution step. So this first part is a good estimate
of the Earth impulse response g(xs1, xr,t) to the first transmitter signal; that is:

[0053] Next, the above derived estimate of the impulse response of the Earth to the first transmitter signal, g(xs1,xr,
t), is convolved with the first transmitter signal, s(xs1,t) and the result of the convolution is subtracted from the original
signal measurement v(xs1, xs2 xr,t) . The remainder, represented by x2(xs1,xs2,xr,t) is very nearly equal to the convolution
of the impulse response of the Earth g(xs2,xr,t), with the second transmitted signal s(xs2,t) plus uncorrelated noise,
given by the expression:

x2(xs1xs2,xr,t) may now be deconvolved from s(xs2,t) to obtain an estimate ĝ(xs2,xr,t), of g(xs2,xr,t), which lies in the
time range t ≤ T2.
[0054] To improve the estimates of g(xs1,xr,t) and g(xs2,xr,t) the estimated impulse response for the second transmitter
signal ĝ(xs2,xr,t) can be convolved with the second transmitter signal s(xs2,t) and the result subtracted from the original
measurement v(xs1,xs2,xr,t) The remainder x3(xs1,xs2,xr,t) is very nearly equal to the convolution of the impulse response
of the Earth with the first transmitter signal g(xs1,xr,t) with the first transmitter signal s(xs1,t) plus uncorrelated noise.
Deconvolving x3(xs1,xs2,xr,t) for s(xs1,t) yields an improved estimate of g(xs1,xr,t) compared with that which was obtained
in the initial deconvolution. The foregoing improved estimate may be used in the subsequent deconvolution for the
second transmitter signal to provide an improved estimate of the Earth impulse response to the second transmitter
signal, g(xs2,xr,t). The foregoing iterative procedure can be repeated until there substantially is no change in the estimates
of Earth impulse response for the first and second transmitter signals. In practice, the procedure will normally converge
in two or three iterations if the signal-to-noise ratio of the initial measurement of equation (4) is adequate. The degree
to which the responses to the first and second transmitter signals may be separated from the receiver signal depends
on the characteristics of the transmitter signals and the precision with which they are known. Once the Earth response
to each of the transmitter signals is determined, such Earth responses can be used to estimate the resistivity distribution.
The foregoing can be performed using any known techniques, for example, an inversion technique such as described
in Ziolkowski, A., Hobbs, B. A., and Wright, D., 2007, Multitransient electromagnetic demonstration survey in France,
Geophysics, 72, F197-F209 referenced above.
[0055] Because the transmitter signals are coded sequences and not impulses, the convolution of either source signal
with the Earth impulse response results in a signal that is longer than the Earth impulse response. The deconvolution
process for either transmitter signal compresses that source signal to a large impulse. The recovered Earth impulse
response, which is confined to a time window shorter than the whole received signal length, then stands up above the
background, which is essentially a random noise. This makes it relatively easy to estimate that response. The iterative
procedure improves the initial estimates.
[0056] The foregoing electromagnetic surveying technique enables determination of the Earth’s response to each of
a plurality of transient electromagnetic signals imparted into the subsurface substantially contemporaneously or even
simultaneously. The foregoing survey technique was described in terms of transmitting a plurality of electromagnetic
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signals using a plurality of electromagnetic transmitters, and detecting electromagnetic signals at one or more electro-
magnetic receivers. In a method according to the invention, the foregoing electromagnetic survey technique can be
used with one electromagnetic transmitter (transmitting a signal equal to the sum of a plurality of substantially uncorrelated
signals) or a plurality of electromagnetic transmitters, and a plurality of electromagnetic receivers. The transmitters and
receivers can be arranged such that the one transmitter or each transmitter, and each receiver has a different distance
("offset") between the respective transmitter and the receiver. Referring back to FIG. 5, a first electromagnetic receiver
may be implemented as a pair of electrodes C, D as explained above. A second electrode pair, shown at CC and DD
may be disposed at a greater distance along a receiver cable. Thus, an electromagnetic signal detected by the first pair
of electrodes C, D will represent a different offset for each electromagnetic transmitter A, B and AA, BB than a signal
detected by the second pair of electrodes CC and DD.
[0057] FIG. 7 shows another example of the transmitter vessel 10. The present example includes three electromagnetic
transmitters 11, 11A, 11B towed by the vessel, each of which may be implemented as a pair of electrodes A, B, AA,
BB, AAA, BBB disposed along a respective insulated electrical cable. Spacing between the electrodes in each pair A,
B, AA, BB, AAA, BBB may be predetermined, or in some examples the spacing between electrodes may be selectable.
Each transmitter 11, 11A, 11B may be coupled to a respective portion of the power supply 10A (or may be coupled to
a separate power supply for each transmitter). Each power supply portion (or individual power supply) may be pro-
grammed to cause electric current to be imparted to each respective transmitter 11, 11A, 11B. The current imparted to
each transmitter 11, 11A, 11B may be substantially uncorrelated with the current imparted to the other transmitters.
Such current may be generated substantially as explained above with reference to FIGS. 3 through 6. The transmitters
shown in FIG. 7 may result in a different offset with respect to each electromagnetic receiver (e.g., electrode pairs C, D
and CC, DD in FIG. 5). Signals detected at each receiver may be evaluated to determine the Earth response resulting
from the signal imparted by each transmitter. Therefore, a plurality of different offsets may be evaluated without the
need to sequentially survey using different offsets. While the example shown in FIG. 7 includes three transmitters, it will
be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the number of transmitters and corresponding offsets is not limited. Other
examples may use more or fewer transmitters. It is also possible to energize a single transmitter (e.g., electrode bipole)
with a plurality of different electric current configurations as explained above to cause imparting the electromagnetic
field from substantially the same location. Alternatively, a plurality of individual electromagnetic transmitters may be in
close proximity to each other, and have substantially the same dimensions as each other, so as to effectively impart a
plurality of electromagnetic fields into the subsurface from substantially the same location.
[0058] In some examples, acquisition parameters may be optimized for each particular offset. One technique for
optimizing one or more signal acquisition parameters is described in International Patent Application Publication No.
WO 2007/104949. More particularly, a switching frequency of the current used to energize each transmitter may be
inversely related to the square of the offset.
[0059] Methods according to the invention may enable more rapid evaluation of electromagnetic properties of the
Earth’s subsurface than using sequential surveying of various transmitter to receiver offsets.
[0060] While the invention has been described with respect to a limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the
art, having benefit of this disclosure, will appreciate that other embodiments can be devised which do not depart from
the scope of the invention as disclosed herein. Accordingly, the scope of the invention should be limited only by the
attached claims.

Claims

1. A method for electromagnetic exploration, comprising:

imparting a first electromagnetic signal into subsurface formations;
imparting a second electromagnetic signal into the formations substantially contemporaneously with imparting
the first electromagnetic signal, the first and second electromagnetic signals substantially uncorrelated with
each other;
detecting a combined electromagnetic response of the formations to the first and second imparted electromag-
netic signals; and
determining a response of the formations to each of the first and the second imparted signals from the detected
response.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising detecting a combined response at a plurality of locations separated from
a location of the imparting and a location of the detecting locations.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein a switching frequency of the first and second imparted signals is inversely related
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to a square of a distance between a location of imparting the first signal and a location of imparting the second
signal and a location of detecting the combined electromagnetic response.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising imparting a third electromagnetic signal into the subsurface formations,
the third imparted signal being substantially uncorrelated with the first and second imparted signals.

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising detecting combined first, second and third electromagnetic signals at a
location, and wherein a switching frequency of each of the first, second and third electromagnetic signals is inversely
related to a square of the distance between each imparting location and each detecting location.

6. The method of claim 1 involving measuring a property of the first and the second electromagnetic signals proximate
the location of imparting thereof.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the property is current used to actuate an electromagnetic transmitter.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein determining formation response to the first electromagnetic signal comprises:

(a) deconvolving the detected signal using the first electromagnetic signal;
(b) estimating the formation response to the first electromagnetic signal using the deconvolved detected signal;
(c) convolving the estimated formation response from (b) with the first electromagnetic signal; and
(d) subtracting a result of the convolution of the estimated formation response with the first electromagnetic
signal from the detected signal.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the estimating the formation response to the first electromagnetic signal using the
deconvolved detected signal includes identifying a peak associated with the first electromagnetic signal and using
the peak to determine the estimate.

10. The method of claim 8 further comprising (e) deconvolving the result of (d) with the second electromagnetic signal
to produce an estimate of formation response to the second electromagnetic signal.

11. The method of claim 10 further comprising:

(f) convolving the estimate of the formation response to the second electromagnetic signal with the second
electromagnetic signal;
(g) determining a difference between the result of (f) and the detected signal;
(h) deconvolving the result of (g) with the first electromagnetic signal to produce an improved estimate of the
formation response to the first electromagnetic signal; and
(j) using the improved estimate produced in (h) by (1) convolving the estimated formation response from (h)
with the first electromagnetic signal, and (2) subtracting a result of the convolution of the estimated formation
response from (h) with the first electromagnetic signal from the detected signal.

12. The method of claim 1 1 further comprising iteratively repeating (c) to (j) until convergence occurs.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein the imparting the first and second electromagnetic signals comprises imparting
electric current across an electric bipole.

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the detecting comprises measuring voltage imparted across an electric bipole.

15. A method for determining a formation response from a detected electromagnetic signal resulting from a first elec-
tromagnetic signal imparted into a subsurface earth formation and from a second electromagnetic signal imparted
into the formation, the first and second signals being imparted substantially contemporaneously, the method com-
prising:

(a) deconvolving the detected signal using the first electromagnetic signal;
(b) estimating the formation response to the first electromagnetic signal using the deconvolved detected signal;
(c) convolving the estimated formation response from (b) with the first electromagnetic signal, and
(d) subtracting a result of the convolution of the estimated formation response with the first electromagnetic
signal from the detected signal.
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16. The method of claim 15 wherein the estimating the formation response to the first electromagnetic signal using the
deconvolved detected signal includes identifying a peak associated with the first electromagnetic signal and using
the peak to determine the estimate.

17. The method of claim 16 further comprising (e) deconvolving the result of (d) with the second electromagnetic signal
to produce an estimate of formation response to the second electromagnetic signal.

18. The method of claim 17 further comprising:

(f) convolving the estimate of the formation response to the second electromagnetic signal with the second
electromagnetic signal;
(g) determining a difference between the result of (f) and the detected signal;
(h) deconvolving the result of (g) with the first electromagnetic signal to produce an improved estimate of the
formation response to the first electromagnetic signal, and (j) using the improved estimate produced in (h) by
convolving the estimated formation response from (h) with the first electromagnetic signal, and subtracting a
result of the convolution of the estimated formation response from (h) with the first electromagnetic signal from
the detected signal.

19. The method of claim 18 further comprising iteratively repeating (c) to (j) until convergence occurs.

20. The method of claim 1 or 15, wherein the first and second electromagnetic signals are substantially uncorrelated
pseudo-random binary sequences.

21. The method of claim 1 or 15, wherein the first and second electromagnetic signals have a cross correlation function
of substantially zero.

22. The method of claim 1 or 15 wherein the first and second imparted signals have overlapping bandwidths.

23. The method of claim 1 or 15 wherein the first and second signals are imparted at substantially a same location.

24. The method of claim 15 wherein the detected signal is obtained at a plurality of different locations, each of the
locations having a different distance to a location wherein the first and second signals are imparted.
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