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(54) Ink supply devices

(57) An ink supply device includes a cartridge mount-
ing portion to which an ink cartridge is mounted by being
inserted thereinto in an insertion direction. The cartridge
mounting portion includes a first detector configured to
detect a first portion and a second portion of the ink car-
tridge. The ink supply device also includes an trigger de-
tector configured to output a first signal and a second
signal during an insertion of the ink cartridge into the car-

tridge mounting portion, and a type determiner config-
ured to perform a type determination based on a first
determination of whether or not the first detector detects
the first portion when the output signal changes from the
first signal to the second signal, and based on a second
determination of whether or not the first detector detects
the second portion when the output signal changes from
the second signal to the first signal.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an ink supply
devices in which a determiner is configured to perform a
type determination based on a detector detecting a por-
tion of an ink cartridge configured to be mounted to a
cartridge mounting portion.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] In a known ink-jet printing apparatus such as
an apparatus described in JP-A-2007-90761, an ink car-
tridge is positioned in the apparatus at a position outside
a carriage on which the printhead is mounted, and the
ink cartridge and the printhead are in fluid combination
via a tube. The ink cartridge is configured to be removably
mounted to a cartridge mounting portion by being insert-
ed thereinto in a horizontal direction from the front side
of the apparatus. When the ink cartridge is mounted to
the cartridge mounting portion, an ink supply path from
the ink cartridge to the printhead via the cartridge mount-
ing portion is formed. Ink is supplied from the ink cartridge
to the printhead through this ink supply path.
[0003] In another known ink-jet printing apparatus
such as an apparatus described in JP-2008-246999, de-
tectors such as optical detectors are provided in the car-
tridge mounting portion for determining the type of the
ink cartridge, e.g., determining the color or initial amount
of ink stored in the ink cartridge. The ink cartridge has
detectable portions positioned corresponding to the de-
tectors, for determining the color or initial amount of ink.
When the ink cartridge is inserted into the cartridge
mounting portion and the detectable portions are detect-
ed by the detectors, signals are output from the detectors,
and a controller of the apparatus executes a process of
determining the type of the ink cartridge based on the
signals. In this apparatus, the type of the ink cartridge is
determined among two types.
[0004] When a color image is recorded by an ink-jet
printing apparatus, inks in a plurality of colors such as
cyan, magenta, yellow, and black are used. The inks in
the respective colors are stored in independent ink car-
tridges. The ink cartridges which store the inks in the
respective colors are mounted to corresponding car-
tridge mounting portions. It is undesirable for the ink car-
tridges storing different color inks to be mixed up and to
be used in wrong cartridge mounting portions. Moreover,
there exist ink cartridges having different initial amount
of ink stored therein and ink cartridges storing inks having
different ink components such as dye or pigment. As
such, the ink cartridges have a variety of the types. There-
fore, in an ink-jet printing apparatus, the type of the ink
cartridge needs to be determined among not only two
types but also further variety of types.

[0005] However, the number of detectors may be in-
creased for determining the type of an ink cartridge
among a variety of types, which would lead to cost in-
crease.
[0006] Moreover, when the ink cartridge is inserted into
the cartridge mounting portion, a user may begins to in-
sert the ink cartridge into the cartridge mounting portion
and partially removes the ink cartridge before finally fully
inserting the ink cartridge into the cartridge mounting por-
tion. Even if the ink cartridge moves back and force in
the cartridge mounting portion like this, it is desirable to
determine the type of the ink cartridge correctly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Therefore, a need has arisen for ink supply de-
vices which overcome these and other shortcomings of
the related art. A technical advantage of the present in-
vention is that a type of an ink cartridge can be determined
among a variety of types with a small number of detec-
tors. Another independent technical advantage of the
present invention is that a type of an ink cartridge can be
determined correctly even if the ink cartridge moves back
and force in a cartridge mounting portion. These technical
advantages are independent of each other, and at least
one of the technical advantages is achieved by the
present invention.
[0008] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, an ink supply device comprises a cartridge
mounting portion to which an ink cartridge is mounted by
being inserted thereinto in an insertion direction. The car-
tridge mounting portion comprises a first detector config-
ured to detect a first portion of the ink cartridge and a
second portion of the ink cartridge. The second portion
is shifted from the first portion in the insertion direction.
The ink supply portion also comprises a trigger detector
configured to output a first signal and a second signal
during an insertion of the ink cartridge into the cartridge
mounting portion, and a type determiner configured to
perform a type determination based on a first determina-
tion of whether or not the first detector detects the first
portion when an output from the trigger detector changes
from the first signal to the second signal, and based on
a second determination of whether or not the first detector
detects the second portion when the output from the trig-
ger detector changes from the second signal to the first
signal.
[0009] With this configuration, the type determiner can
determine the type of the ink cartridge among at least
four types. In addition, or alternatively, even when the
ink cartridge moves back and force in an insertion direc-
tion and a direction opposite the insertion direction in the
cartridge mounting portion, and the output signal of the
trigger detector changes from the first signal to the sec-
ond signal or from the second signal to the first signal
several times, the type of the ink cartridge can be accu-
rately determined by the first determination initially per-
formed and the second determination finally performed
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during the insertion of the ink cartridge into the cartridge
mounting portion.
[0010] The trigger detector may comprise a movable
member configured to change its position when contact-
ed by the ink cartridge during the insertion of the ink car-
tridge into the cartridge mounting portion, and a second
detector configured to detect a change of the position of
the movable member, and to output the first signal or the
second signal based on the position of the movable mem-
ber.
[0011] The first detector may comprise a light-receiv-
ing portion configured to receive light and a light-emitting
portion configured to emit light toward the light-receiving
portion, and the first detector is configured to detect the
first portion and the second portion, respectively, when
the first portion and the second portion intersect a optical
path between the light-emitting portion and the light-re-
ceiving portion, respectively, causing an intensity of light
received by the light-receiving portion to change.
[0012] Each of the first portion and the second portion
may be configured to adjust the intensity of light reaching
the light-receiving portions when intersecting the optical
path.
[0013] Other objects, features, and advantages will be
apparent to persons of ordinary skill in the art from the
following detailed description of the invention and the ac-
companying drawings.

BRIER DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

[0014] For a more complete understanding of the
present invention, needs satisfied thereby, and the ob-
jects, features, and advantages thereof, reference now
is made to the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing.
[0015] Fig. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an
internal structure of a printer according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
[0016] Fig. 2(A) is a perspective view of an ink cartridge
according to an embodiment of the present invention,
and Fig. 2(B) is a vertical cross-sectional view of the ink
cartridge.
[0017] Figs. 3(A) and 3(B) are vertical cross-sectional
views of a cartridge holder according to an embodiment
of the present invention, in which a lock lever is in a lock
position in Fig. 3(A) and in an unlock position in Fig. 3(B).
[0018] Fig. 4 is a block diagram of a configuration of a
controller according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0019] Fig. 5(A) is a vertical cross-sectional view of the
ink cartridge of Figs. 2(A) and 2(B) and the cartridge hold-
er of Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), in which the ink cartridge is
inserted into the cartridge holder, and Fig. 5(B) is a ver-
tical cross-sectional view of the ink cartridge and the car-
tridge holder, in which the ink cartridge is further inserted
into the cartridge holder from the state shown in Fig. 5 (A).
[0020] Fig. 6 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the
ink cartridge of Figs. 2(A) and 2(B) and the cartridge hold-

er of Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), in which the ink cartridge is in
a mounted state.
[0021] Fig. 7 is time profiles of output signals from two
optical detectors.
[0022] Fig. 8 is a flowchart of a type determination per-
formed by a controller.
[0023] Figs. 9(A)-9(C) are enlarged cross-sectional
views of type determinative portions of different types of
the ink cartridges.
[0024] Figs. 10(A)-10(C) are time profiles of output sig-
nals from two optical detectors, caused by the type de-
terminative portions of Figs. 9(A)-9(C), respectively.
[0025] Fig. 11 is a flowchart of an ink amount determi-
nation performed by the controller.
[0026] Fig. 12(A) is a side view of an ink cartridge ac-
cording to a first modified embodiment, and Fig. 12(B) is
a vertical cross-sectional view of the ink cartridge.
[0027] Fig. 13 is time profiles of output signals from
two optical detectors caused by the ink cartridge of Figs.
12(A) and 12(B).
[0028] Fig. 14 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a
cartridge holder according to a second modified embod-
iment.
[0029] Fig. 15(A) is an enlarged vertical cross-section-
al view of the cartridge holder of Fig. 14, in which an ink
cartridge is inserted into the cartridge holder, and Fig. 15
(B) is an enlarged vertical cross-sectional view of the
cartridge holder of Fig. 14, in which the ink cartridge is
further inserted into the cartridge holder.
[0030] Fig. 16 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a
cartridge holder according to a third modified embodi-
ment.
[0031] Fig. 17(A) is an enlarged vertical cross-section-
al view of the cartridge holder of Fig. 16, in which an ink
cartridge is inserted into the cartridge holder, and Fig. 17
(B) is an enlarged vertical cross-sectional view of the
cartridge holder of Fig. 16, in which the ink cartridge is
further inserted into the cartridge holder.

DETAILED DESCRPITION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0032] Embodiments of the present invention, and
their features and advantages, may be understood by
referring to Figs 1-17, like numerals being used for like
corresponding parts in the various drawings
[0033] Referring to Fig. 1, a printer 12 is an ink-jet print-
er configured to perform image printing on a recording
medium such as a sheet of paper by selectively discharg-
ing inks in respective colors from a printhead 21 as minute
ink droplets. Inks in respective colors are stored in ink
cartridges 30, and the inks are supplied from ink cartridg-
es 30 to the printer 12. More specifically, cyan (C) ink,
magenta (M) ink, yellow (Y) ink, and black (BK) ink are
stored in the ink cartridges 30, respectively. In other
words, there are four types of ink cartridges 30 corre-
sponding to the ink colors.
[0034] The ink cartridge 30 and the printhead 21 are
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in fluid communication by a flexible ink tube 20. There
are four ink tubes 20 provided corresponding to the four
ink colors, although not shown in detail in Fig. 1. The inks
in the respective colors stored respectively in the ink car-
tridges 30 are supplied to the printhead 21 via the re-
spective ink tubes 20.
[0035] Sheets of paper stacked in a paper feed tray 15
are fed to a conveying path 24 by a paper feed roller 23
one by one. In the conveying path 24, a conveying roller
pair 25 transports the sheet of paper onto a platen 26.
The printhead 21 prints an image on the sheet of paper
by selectively discharging the respective color inks as
the minute ink droplets onto the sheet of paper passing
over the platen 26. An output roller pair 22 outputs the
sheet of paper having passed over the platen 26 onto an
output tray 16.
[0036] Printer 12 comprises an ink supply device 100
comprising the four types of the ink cartridges 30 and a
cartridge holder 110. The four types of the ink cartridges
30 have the same structure except that the presence or
absence of cut-outs 78, 79 formed in a type determinative
portion 77 are different from one cartridge 30 to another,
and hence one type of the ink cartridge 30 will be exem-
plified for the following description.
[0037] Referring to Figs. 2(A) and 2(B), the ink car-
tridge 30 has a container shape configured to store ink
therein. More specifically, the ink cartridge 30 has a sub-
stantially rectangular parallelepiped shape. The ink car-
tridge 30 has a flat shape, such that a width dimension
thereof in a width direction 51 is less than each of a height
dimension thereof in a height direction 52 and a depth
dimension thereof in a depth direction 53. The width di-
rection 51, the height direction 52, and the depth direction
53 are perpendicular to each other. The ink cartridge 30
is inserted into the cartridge holder 110 in an insertion
direction 50, which is parallel to the depth direction 53,
and mounted to the cartridge holder 110 in the position
(posture) shown in Fig. 2(A). The ink cartridge 30 com-
prises a front wall 40 facing forward with respect to the
insertion direction 50. The front wall 40 comprises an air
communication opening 71 formed therethrough, an ink
amount detection portion 34, and an ink supply portion
72.
[0038] The ink cartridge 30 comprises an ink chamber
36 formed therein. The ink chambers 36 of the four ink
cartridges 30 store Cyan ink, Magenta ink, Yellow ink,
and Black ink, respectively.
[0039] The ink cartridge 30 is made of a translucent
material, e.g., a transparent or semi-transparent materi-
al, so that light, e.g., visible or infrared light can pass
through the ink cartridge 30. A projecting member 76
projects from the front wall 40 in the insertion direction 50.
[0040] The ink amount detection portion 34 is posi-
tioned above the ink supply portion 72 at the front wall
40. The amount of ink in the ink chamber 36 is visually
or optically detected via the ink amount detection portion
34. The ink amount detection portion 34 is formed into a
rectangular parallelepiped shape being thin in the width

direction 51, and is formed integrally with the front wall
40. The ink amount detection portion 34 extends from
the front wall 40 forward (rightward in Fig. 2(B)) in the
insertion direction 50. More specifically, the ink amount
detection portion 34 extends from a middle portion of the
front wall 40 with respect to the height direction 52. The
width of the ink amount detection portion 34 is less than
the width of the front wall 40 in the width direction 51.
The width of the ink amount detection portion 34 is set,
such that the ink amount detection portion 34 can enter
detection areas 115, 119 of optical detectors 114, 118
(see Figs. 5(A) to 6). The ink amount detection portion
34 also is made of a translucent material, e.g., a trans-
parent or semi-transparent material, so that light, e.g.,
visible or infrared light can pass through ink amount de-
tection portion 34 in the width direction 51.
[0041] The ink amount detection portion 34 has an in-
ner space 35 formed therein, and the inner space 35 is
in fluid communication with the ink chamber 36. The inner
space 35 is bounded by a bottom wall 34A, side walls
34B, an upper wall 34D, and a front wall 34E, which also
constitute outer surfaces of the ink amount detection por-
tion 34. The inner space 35 allows insertion of a light-
blocking panel 62 of a detection arm 60 thereinto. In the
ink amount detection portion 34, an irradiated portion
34C, which is a part of the side wall 34B, is irradiated
with lights emitted from the optical detectors 114, 118,
respectively.
[0042] The detection arm 60 is positioned in ink cham-
ber 36. The detection arm 60 is configured to move ac-
cording to the amount of ink stored in the ink chamber
36. The detection arm 60 comprises the light-blocking
panel 62, an arm body 63, and a float 64. The detection
arm 60 is able to pivot, such that light-blocking panel 62
moves between a lower position in which the light-block-
ing panel 62 contacts the bottom wall 34A of the ink
amount detection portion 34, and an upper position in
which the light-blocking panel 62 is separated from the
bottom wall 34A and contacts the upper wall 34D accord-
ing to the amount of ink stored in the ink chamber 36. In
Fig. 2(B), the position of the detection arm 60 in which
the light-blocking panel 62 contacts the bottom wall 34A
is indicated by a solid line, and the position of the detec-
tion arm 60 in which the light-blocking panel 62 is sepa-
rated from the bottom wall 34A is indicated by a broken
line.
[0043] The arm body 63 is an elongated rod-shaped
member, and is pivotaly supported by a supporting shaft
66 extending between both side walls 41 of the ink car-
tridge 30 in the width direction 51. The arm body 63 is
configured to pivot in the ink chamber 36 in the directions
indicated by an arrow 67 and an arrow 68, respectively,
in Fig. 2(B).
[0044] The float 64 is provided at an end of the arm
body 63 with respect to a removal direction 54 opposite
the insertion direction 50. The float 64 has a hollow inte-
rior formed therein, and a predetermined buoyancy acts
on the float 64 when the float 64 is submerged in ink.
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Therefore, the float 64 moves in the height direction 52
when the amount of ink stored in the ink chamber 36
increases or decreases. The detection arm 60 is config-
ured to pivot when the float 64 moves. In another em-
bodiment, the float 64 may not have a hollow interior
therein, and a portion of the arm body 63 extending from
the supporting shaft 66 to the float 64 and the float 64
may have the specific gravity less than the specific gravity
of ink, such that a predetermined buoyancy acts thereon,
or a portion of the portion of the arm body 63 extending
from the supporting shaft 66 to the float 64 and the float
64 may have the specific gravity less than the specific
gravity of ink, such that a predetermined buoyancy acts
thereon.
[0045] The light-blocking panel 62 is provided at an
end of the arm body 63 with respect to the insertion di-
rection 50, i.e., at an end opposite from the float 64. When
the ink amount in the ink chamber 36 is greater than or
equal to a predetermined amount, the detection arm 60
is rotated clockwise, i.e., the direction indicated by the
arrow 67, in Fig. 2(B) about the supporting shaft 66 be-
cause of the buoyancy acting on the float 64, and the
light-blocking panel 62 moves downward in the inner
space 35. Then, the light-blocking panel 62 comes into
contact with the bottom wall 34A of the ink amount de-
tection portion 34 and remains in the lower position (the
position indicated by the solid line in Fig. 2(B)). When the
ink amount in the ink chamber 36 is reduced to the pre-
determined amount, a part of the float 64 is exposed from
the ink surface, and the buoyancy is balanced out by the
gravity. When the ink amount in the ink chamber 36 is
further reduced to an amount less than the predeter-
mined amount, the float 64 moves down as the ink sur-
face in the ink chamber 36 is lowered. When this occurs,
the detection arm 60 is rotated counterclockwise i.e., the
direction indicated by the arrow 68, in Fig. 2(B) about the
supporting shaft 66, and the light-blocking panel 62
moves upward in the inner space 35 and moves apart
from the bottom wall 34A. Then, the light-blocking panel
62 comes into contact with the upper wall 34D and re-
mains in the upper position (the position indicated by the
broken line in Fig. 2(B)).
[0046] The light-blocking panel 62 is aligned with a low-
er portion of the irradiated portion 34C in the width direc-
tion 51 when the light-blocking panel 62 is in the lower
position. In contrast, when the light-blocking panel 62 is
in the upper position, the light-blocking panel 62 is posi-
tioned above the lower portion of the irradiated portion
34C, and is not aligned with the lower portion of the irra-
diated portion 34C in the width direction 51.
[0047] The ink cartridge 30 comprises the type deter-
minative portion 77 and a triggering portion 85. The type
determinative portion 77 and the triggering portion 85 are
formed integrally with the ink amount detection portion
34 at the front of the ink amount detection portion 34 with
respect to the insertion direction 50. The type determi-
native portion 77 and the triggering portion 85 are ar-
ranged in two levels in the height direction 52 with the

type determinative portion 77 positioned below the trigger
portion 85.
[0048] The type determinative portion 77 and the trig-
gering portion 85 have a rectangular parallelepiped
shape being thin in the width direction 51 similarly to the
ink amount detection portion 34, and the width of the type
determinative portion 77 and the triggering portion 85 in
the width direction 51 is less than the width of the front
wall 40, such that the triggering portion 85 and the type
determinative portion 77 can enter the detection areas
115, 119 of the optical detectors 114, 118, respectively
(see Fig. 5(A)). Each of the type determinative portion
77 and the triggering portion 85 are made of an opaque
material which does not allow light, e.g., visible or infrared
light to pass therethrough in the width direction 51.
[0049] Spaces 86, 87 are formed on both sides of the
triggering portion 85 with respect to the insertion direction
50. The space 87, the triggering portion 85, and the space
86 are arranged in this order in the insertion direction 50.
The triggering portion 85 is sandwiched between spaces
86, 87 in the insertion direction 50. Light, e.g., visible or
infrared light can pass through spaces 86, 87 in the width
direction 51. More specifically, light emitted by the optical
detector 114 can pass through spaces 86, 87 in the width
direction 51.
[0050] The triggering portion 85 is aligned with an up-
per portion of the irradiated portion 34C in the insertion
direction 50. The triggering portion 85 enters the detec-
tion area 115 of the optical detector 114 during the inser-
tion of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110.
Similarly, the spaces 86, 87 are aligned with the upper
portion of the irradiated portion 34C in the insertion di-
rection 50, and enter the detection area 115 of the optical
detector 114 during the insertion of the ink cartridge 30
into the cartridge holder 110.
[0051] In another embodiment, translucent members
may be fitted in the spaces 86, 87. The spaces 86, 87
allow light emitted by a light-emitting portion of optical
detector 114 to pass therethrough, such that light with a
intensity greater than or equal to a predetermined inten-
sity reaches a light-receiving portion of optical detector
114, whereby an output signal from the optical detector
114 is determined to be a HI signal, irrespective of the
presence or absence of the translucent members fitted
therein.
[0052] Referring to Figs. 2(B) and 9(A)-9(C), the struc-
ture of the type determinative portion 77 is different
among the four ink cartridges 30. The structure of the
type determinative portion 77 is different in whether or
not the cut-outs 78, 79 are formed therethrough, corre-
sponding to the type of the ink cartridge 30. Cut-out 78
is positioned below a boundary between the space 86
and the triggering portion 85, and cut-out 79 is positioned
below a boundary between the triggering portion 85 and
the space 87. The cut-out 78 is aligned with the boundary
between the space 86 and the triggering portion 85 in
the height direction 52. The cut-out 79 is aligned with the
boundary between the triggering portion 85 and the
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space 87 in the height direction 52. Light, e.g., visible or
infrared light can pass through cut-outs 78, 79 in the width
direction 51. More specifically, light emitted by the optical
detector 118 can pass through cut-outs 78, 79 in the width
direction 51.
[0053] The type determinative portion 77 is aligned
with the lower portion of the irradiated portion 34C in the
insertion direction 50. The type determinative portion 77
enters the detection area 119 of the optical detector 118
during the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the car-
tridge holder 110.
[0054] The ink cartridge 30 shown in Figs. 2(A) and 2
(B) comprises the type determinative portion 77 having
the cut-out 78 formed therethrough, but not having the
cut-out 79.
[0055] The air communication opening 71 is positioned
at the front wall 40 above the ink amount detection portion
34. The air communication opening 71 penetrates
through the front wall 40, and the exterior of the ink car-
tridge 30 can be in fluid communication with the ink cham-
ber 36 via the air communication opening 71. When the
ink cartridge 30 is in an unused state (for example, when
the ink cartridge 30 is shipped from a factory), the air
communication opening 71 is sealed with a sticker or the
like from the outside. Therefore, if the ink chamber 36 is
depressurized for example, the depressurized state is
maintained. When the ink cartridge 30 is used, the sticker
is torn or removed, and hence the ink chamber 36 is
brought into an atmospheric pressure.
[0056] The ink supply portion 72 is positioned below
the ink amount detection portion 34. The ink supply por-
tion 72 is made of a resilient cylindrical member, such as
rubber, and extends from the front wall 40 forward in the
insertion direction 50. The ink supply portion 72 has a
through hole 73 formed through the center thereof, and
the ink stored in the ink chamber 36 can flow out through
the through hole 73.
[0057] The ink cartridge 30 comprises a rib 43 extend-
ing in the depth direction 53. The rib 43 comprises two
side surfaces extending upward from an upper wall 39
of the ink cartridge 30 and an upper surface connecting
top ends of the both side surfaces with each other. The
width of the rib 43 is less than the width of the upper wall
39 in the width direction 51. An end surface 44 of the rib
43 is flush with the front wall 40, and an engaging surface
45 opposite the end surface 44 is positioned at a middle
portion of the upper wall 39 in the depth direction 53. The
engaging surface 45 of the rib 43 is a portion with which
a lock lever 145 engages when the ink cartridge 30 is
mounted to the cartridge holder 110.
[0058] The projecting member 76 is configured to con-
tact a sliding member 135 and causing the sliding mem-
ber 135 to slide during the insertion of the ink cartridge
30 into the cartridge holder 110. The projecting member
76 is positioned below the ink supply portion 72, and ex-
tends from the front wall 40 forward in the insertion di-
rection 50. The width of the projecting member 76 is the
same as the width of the front wall 40 in the width direction

51. The projecting member 76 extends from the front wall
40 further than the ink supply portion 72, i.e., the distance
from the front wall 40 to the front end of the projecting
member 76 is greater than the distance from the front
wall 40 to the front end of the ink supply portion 72.
[0059] Referring to Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), the cartridge
holder 110 is configured to accommodate the ink car-
tridges 30 in the interior thereof. The cartridge holder 110
has an opening 112 at the front side of the printer 12 (left
side in Figs. 3 (A) and 3(B)). The ink cartridges 30 are
inserted into the cartridge holder 110 through the opening
112. A direction in which the ink cartridge 30 is inserted
into the cartridge holder 110 is referred to as the insertion
direction 50, the direction in which the ink cartridge 30 is
removed from the cartridge holder 110 is referred to as
the removal direction 54, and the directions along the
insertion direction 50 and the removal direction 54 is re-
ferred to as insertion/removal directions 105. The car-
tridge holder 110 allows the four ink cartridges 30 to be
mounted thereto. Although a structure of the cartridge
holder 110 for one of the ink cartridges 30 to be mounted
to the cartridge holder 110 is described below, the struc-
ture described below is provided for each of the ink car-
tridges 30 to be mounted to the cartridge holder 110. In
other words, in the cartridge holder 110, the respective
components described below are provided on the car-
tridge holder 110 corresponding to the four ink cartridges
30.
[0060] Referring to Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), the cartridge
holder 110 comprises an end wall 117 opposite the open-
ing 112. The end wall 117 has an opening 116 formed
therethrough along the insertion/removal directions 105
at a middle portion of the end wall 117 with respect to
the height direction 52. The optical detector (trigger de-
tector) 114 is positioned in the opening 116 of the end
wall 117. The optical detector 114 projects from the end
wall 117 toward the opening 112 in the removal direction
54. The optical detector 114 is configured to detect the
light-blocking panel 62 positioned in the ink amount de-
tection portion 34 and the triggering portion 85. There-
fore, the optical detector 114 is provided at a position
corresponding to the ink amount detection portion 34 and
the triggering portion 85 with respect to the height direc-
tion 52. The triggering portion 85 enters the detection
area 115 of the optical detector 114 first, and then the
ink amount detection portion 34 enters the detection area
115 during the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the
cartridge holder 110.
[0061] The optical detector 114 is a transmissive pho-
to-interrupter comprising the light-receiving portion (not
shown) configured to receive light and the light-emitting
portion (not shown) configured to emits light, e.g., visible
or infrared light, toward the light-receiving portion. The
light-emitting portion may be a light-emitting diode, and
the light-receiving portion may be a photo-transistor. The
light-emitting portion and the light-receiving portion are
positioned so as to face each other in the width direction
51, and an optical path between the light-emitting portion
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and the light-receiving portion corresponds to the detec-
tion area 115. When the light-blocking panel 62 posi-
tioned in the ink amount detection portion 34 and the
triggering portion 85 enter the detection area 115, re-
spectively, and hence the intensity of light received by
the light-receiving portion is changed, a signal output
from the light-receiving portion to a controller 90 (see Fig.
4) is changed. With this change of the signal, the light-
blocking panel 62 and the triggering portion 85 are de-
tected. As described later, in this embodiment, a HI signal
output from the optical detector 114 corresponds to the
first signal, and a Low signal output from the optical de-
tector 114 corresponds to the second signal.
[0062] Referring to Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), the optical de-
tector (first detector) 118 is positioned in the opening 116
of the end wall 117 below the optical detector 114. The
optical detector 118 projects from the end wall 117 toward
the opening 112 in the removal direction 54. The optical
detector 118 is configured to detect the light-blocking
panel 62 positioned in the ink amount detection portion
34 and the type determinative portion 77. Therefore, the
optical detector 114 is provided at a position correspond-
ing to the ink amount detection portion 34 and the type
determinative portion 77 with respect to the height direc-
tion 52. The type determinative portion 77 enters the de-
tection area 119 of the optical detector 118 first, and then
the ink amount detection portion 34 enters the detection
area 119 during the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into
the cartridge holder 110.
[0063] The optical detector 118 is a transmissive pho-
to-interrupter comprising a light-receiving portion (not
shown) configured to receive light and a light-emitting
portion (not shown) configured to emit light, e.g., visible
or infrared light, toward the light-receiving portion. The
light-emitting portion may be a light-emitting diode, and
the light-receiving portion may be a photo-transistor. The
light-emitting portion and the light-receiving portion are
arranged so as to face each other in the width direction
51, and an optical path between the light emitting portion
and the light receiving portion corresponds to the detec-
tion area 119. When the light-blocking panel 62 posi-
tioned in the ink amount detection portion 34 and type
determinative portion 77 enters the detection area 119,
respectively, and hence the intensity of light received by
the light-receiving portion is changed, a signal output
from the light receiving portion to the controller 90 (see
Fig. 4) is changed. With this change of the signal, the
light-blocking panel 62 and the type determinative portion
77 are detected.
[0064] Referring to Figs. 3 (A) and 3(B), the cartridge
holder 110 is provided with the sliding member 135. The
sliding member 135 is positioned in a recess 130 formed
in a bottom wall 132 of the cartridge holder 110 adjacent
to the end wall 117. An opening 129 is formed through
the end wall 117 in the insertion/removal directions 105
at a lower portion of the end wall 117. The recess 130
continues to the opening 129. The sliding member 135
is configured to slide in recess 130 along a bottom surface

of the recess 130 in the insertion/removal directions 105
of the ink cartridge 30.
[0065] The sliding member 135 is provided with an
contact portion 137 with which the projecting member 76
of the ink cartridge 30 comes into contact during the in-
sertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder
110. The contact portion 137 projects upward from a main
body 136 of the sliding member 135. The contact portion
137 is positioned corresponding to the projecting mem-
ber 76 with respect to the height direction 52.
[0066] A coil spring 139 is positioned in the recess 130.
One end of the coil spring 139 is connected to an end
surface 133 of the recess 130 positioned at the opening
112 side of the recess 130. The other end of the coil
spring 139 is connected to the main body 136 of the slid-
ing member 135, such that the coil spring 139 is posi-
tioned between the end surface 133 of the recess 130
and the main body 136 of the sliding member 135. During
the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge hold-
er 110, the projecting member 76 of the ink cartridge 30
presses the contact portion 137. Referring to Fig. 3(B),
upon receipt of a pressing force from the projecting mem-
ber 76, the sliding member 135 moves in the insertion
direction 50, and the coil spring 139 is expanded in as-
sociation therewith. When this occurs, the coil spring 139
tries to contract, and therefore the sliding member 135
receives a pulling force from the coil spring 139 in the
removal direction 54 toward the opening 112.
[0067] Referring to Figs. 3 (A) and 3(B), the cartridge
holder 110 is provided with a lock mechanism 144. The
lock mechanism 144 locks the ink cartridge 30 in a mount-
ed state in which the ink cartridge 30 is mounted to the
cartridge holder 110, such that the ink cartridge 30 is
prevented from moving in the removal direction 54. The
ink cartridge 30 is retained in the mounted state by the
lock mechanism 144.
[0068] The lock mechanism 144 is positioned at an
upper portion of the cartridge holder 110 adjacent to the
opening 112 of the cartridge holder 110. The lock mech-
anism 144 comprises the lock lever 145 and a coil spring
148. The lock lever 145 is supported by the cartridge
holder 110 via a supporting shaft 149, and is configured
to pivot between an unlock position shown in Fig. 3(B)
and a lock position shown in Fig. 3(A). The coil spring
148 urges the lock lever 145 toward the lock position. An
end of the lock lever 145 in the insertion direction 50 is
an engaging end 146 configured to come into contact
with the engaging surface 45 of the ink cartridge 30, such
that the ink cartridge 30 is locked with respect to the re-
moval direction 54 against an urging force applied from
the coil spring 139 transmitted via the sliding member
135.
[0069] An end of the lock lever 145 opposite engaging
end 146 is an operating portion 147. When the operating
portion 147 is pressed downward, the lock lever 145 in
the lock position pivots to the unlock position against an
urging force applied from the coil spring 148. When this
occurs, the ink cartridge 30 can be removed from the
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cartridge holder 110.
[0070] An optical detector 141 is provided adjacent to
the lock mechanism 144. The optical detector 141 has a
structure similar to the optical detectors 114, 118 de-
scribed above, and comprises a detection area 142. The
optical detector 141 is arranged, such that the detection
area 142 is positioned in a range of rotation of the oper-
ating portion 147 of the lock lever 145. Therefore, the
operating portion 147 is configred to enter the detection
area 142 according to the position of the lock lever 145.
The operating portion 147 is positioned in the detection
area 142 when the lock lever 145 is in the lock position,
and the operating portion 147 is positioned out of the
detection area 142 when the lock lever 145 is in the unlock
position. As such the position of the lock lever 145 is
detected by the optical detector 141.
[0071] Referring to Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), an opening
113 is formed through the lower portion of the end wall
117 from the inner surface of the end wall 117 to the outer
surface of the end wall 117. A connecting portion 121
and an ink supply tube 122 are provided at the inner
surface of the end wall 117 so as to be in fluid commu-
nication with the opening 113. The flexible ink tube 20
(see Fig. 1) is connected to the outer surface of the end
wall 117 so as to be in fluid communication with the open-
ing 113. When the ink cartridge 30 is mounted to the
cartridge holder 110, the ink supply tube 122 is inserted
into the through hole 73 of the ink supply portion 72. Ac-
cordingly, an ink path extending from the ink chamber 36
of the ink cartridge 30 via the through hole 73 of the ink
supply portion 72, the ink supply tube 122 to the connect-
ing portion 121 is formed, and the ink stored in the ink
chamber 36 is supplied to the printhead 21 via the ink
tube 20.
[0072] A rod 124 is provided at the upper portion of the
end wall 117. The rod 124 projects from the end wall 117
toward the opening 112 in the insertion direction 50.
When the ink cartridge 30 is mounted to the cartridge
holder 110, the rod 124 is inserted into the air communi-
cation opening 71. Accordingly, a seal member which
has sealed the air communication opening 71 is torn, and
the ink chamber 36 is brought into fluid communication
with the atmosphere.
[0073] Referring to Fig. 4, the controller 90 is config-
ured to perform a type determination for determining the
type of the ink cartridge 30 based on output signals of
the optical detector 118 at particular timings when the
triggering portion 85 passes through the detection area
115 of the optical detector 114 during the insertion of the
ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110, and perform
an ink amount determination based on output signals
from the optical detectors 114, 118. Moreover the con-
troller 90 is configured to determine the mounted state
of the ink cartridge 30 based on the output signal from
the optical detector 141.
[0074] In this embodiment, the controller 90 is config-
ured to control the entire operation of the printer 12. Nev-
ertheless, because configurations relating to control of

the printhead 21 and the paper feed roller 23 etc. do not
relate directly to the present invention, detailed descrip-
tion thereof is omitted.
[0075] Referring to Fig. 4, the controller 90 is config-
ured as a microcomputer comprising a CPU 91, a ROM
92, a RAM 93, an EEPROM 94, and an ASIC 95.
[0076] The ROM 92 stores programs for the CPU 91
to control various operations of the printer 12, programs
for the CPU 91 to perform the type determination, the ink
amount determination, an insertion determination, and a
mounted state determination describe later, and a table
indicating one-to-one correspondence between the
types of the ink cartridges 30 and output signals from the
optical detector 118. The RAM 93 is used as a storage
area for temporality storing data or signals or a work area
for the data processing for the CPU 91 to execute the
programs described above. The EEPROM 94 stores set-
tings, flags, and the like which are to be retained even
after the power source is turned OFF.
[0077] The CPU 91, the ROM 92, the RAM 93, and the
EEPROM 94 are electrically connected to the ASIC 95
via a bus 97 so as to be capable of communicating with
each other. The optical detectors 114, 118, 141 are elec-
trically connected to the ASIC 95, such that the optical
detectors 114, 118 can output signals to the ASIC 95.
[0078] Each of the optical detectors 114, 118, 141 out-
puts an analogue electric signal (voltage signal or current
signal) according to the intensity of light received by the
light-receiving portion of the optical detectors 114, 118,
141. When the electric level (voltage value or current
value) of the signal output from the optical detector 114,
118, or 141 is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value, the controller 90 determines that the sig-
nal is a HI signal, and when the electric level is less than
the predetermined threshold value, the controller 90 de-
termines that the signal is a LOW signal. In this embod-
iment, the signal output from the optical detector 114,
118, or 141 is determined to be the LOW signal when
the light emitted from the light-emitting portion of the op-
tical detector 114, 118, or 141 is blocked in the detection
area 115, 119, or 142, and to be the HI signal when the
light is not blocked.
[0079] Referring to Fig. 5(A), when the ink cartridge 30
is inserted into the cartridge holder 110 in the insertion
direction 50, the rib 43 comes into contact with the en-
gaging end 146 of the lock lever 145. Accordingly, the
lock lever 145 pivots counterclockwise and the engaging
end 146 is moved upward, such that the position of the
lock lever 145 is changed from the lock position to the
unlock position. When the lock lever 145 is in the unlock
position, the operating portion 147 of the lock lever 145
is positioned out of the detection area 142 of the optical
detector 141, and the output signal from the optical de-
tector 141 is changed from the LOW signal to the HI sig-
nal. Based on this change of the output signal from the
optical detector 141, the controller 90 determines that
the ink cartridge 30 is being inserted into the cartridge
holder 110 (See Fig. 8: S1 YES).

13 14 



EP 2 233 299 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0080] When the ink cartridge 30 is further inserted in
the insertion direction 50, the space 86 enters the detec-
tion area 115 of the optical detector 114, and then the
triggering portion 85 enters the detection area 115 of the
optical detector 114. Accordingly, the output signal from
the optical detector 114 is changed from the HI signal to
the LOW signal (See Fig. 7: T1). The controller 90 deter-
mines that the triggering portion 85 is detected (See Fig.
8: S2 YES).
[0081] The controller 90 determines and memorizes
the signal output from the optical detector 118 at the tim-
ing T1 (See Fig. 7) when the output signal from the optical
detector 114 changes from the HI signal to the LOW sig-
nal (See Fig. 8: S3). This is an example of the first de-
termination. Here, because the ink cartridge 30 having
the cut-out 78 formed through the type determinative por-
tion 77 is inserted into the cartridge holder 110, the output
signal from the optical detector 118 is the HI signal at the
timing T1 when the output signal from the optical detector
114 changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal (See
Fig. 7). The controller 90 stores the output signal from
the optical detector 118 into the RAM 93.
[0082] Referring to Fig. 5(B), when the ink cartridge 30
is further inserted in the insertion direction 50, the trig-
gering portion 85 passes the detection area 115 of the
optical detector 114, and then the space 87 enters the
detection area 115. Accordingly, the output signal from
the optical detector 114 is changed from the LOW signal
to the HI signal (Fig. 7: T2). The controller 90 determines
that the optical detector 144 stops detecting the triggering
portion 85 (Fig. 8: S4 YES).
[0083] The controller 90 determines and memorizes
the signal output from the optical detector 118 at the tim-
ing T2 (See Fig. 7) when the output signal from the optical
detector 144 changes from the LOW signal to the HI sig-
nal (Fig. 8: S5). This is an example of the second deter-
mination. Here, because the ink cartridge 30 which does
not have the cut-out 79 formed through the type deter-
minative portion 77 is inserted into the cartridge holder
110, the level of the output signal from the optical detector
118 is the LOW signal at the timing T2 when the output
signal from the optical detector 144 changes from the
LOW signal to the HI signal (See Fig. 7). The controller
90 stores the output signal from the optical detector 118
into the RAM 93. In other words, the RAM 93 stores a
combination (HI, LOW) of the output signals.
[0084] Referring to Fig. 6, when the insertion of the ink
cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110 is completed
and the ink cartridge 30 is in the mounted state being
locked by the lock lever 145, the irradiated portion 34C
of the ink amount detection portion 34 enters the detec-
tion areas 115, 119 of the respective optical detectors
114, 118. Because the predetermined amount or more
of ink is stored in the ink chamber 36 in the new ink car-
tridge 30, the light of the optical detector 118 is blocked
in the detection area 119 by the light-blocking panel 62
of the detection arm 60 positioned in the lower position.
Therefore, the output signal from the optical detector 118

is changed from the HI signal to the LOW signal (See
Fig. 7: T3). On the other hand, because the light of the
optical detector 114 in the detection area 115 is not
blocked by the light-blocking panel 62 positioned in the
lower position, the output signal from the optical detector
114 is the HI signal (See Fig. 7: T3).
[0085] By the time the ink cartridge 30 becomes the
mounted state, the engaging surface 45 of the rib 43 has
passed the engaging end 146 of the lock lever 145 in the
insertion direction 50. Because the engaging end 146 of
the lock lever 145 is not supported by the rib 43 any long-
er, the lock lever 145 in the unlock position pivots to the
lock position by being urged by the coil spring 148, and
the engaging end 146 of the lock lever 145 comes into
contact with the engaging surface 45 of the rib 43. Ac-
cordingly the ink cartridge 30 is locked against the urging
force applied from the coil spring 139 via the sliding mem-
ber 135 and is retained in the mounted state. When the
lock lever 145 moves the lock position, the operating por-
tion 147 of the lock lever 145 enters the detection area
142 of the optical detector 141, and the output signal from
the optical detector 141 is changed from the HI signal to
the LOW signal.
[0086] The controller 90 determines that the ink car-
tridge 30 has reaches the mounted state based on the
fact that at least one of the output signals of the optical
detectors 114, 118 is the LOW signal and the output sig-
nal from the optical detector 141 is the LOW signal (Fig.
8: S6 YES).
[0087] When it is determined that the ink cartridge 30
is in the mounted position, the controller 90 performs the
type determination based on the first determination and
the second determination, i.e., determines the type of the
mounted ink cartridge 30 based on the combination (HI,
LOW) of the output signals from the optical detector 118
stored in the RAM 93 (See Fig. 8: S7). In this type deter-
mination, the ink color stored in the mounted ink cartridge
30 is determined with reference to the table stored in the
ROM 92. Here, it is determined that the ink cartridge 30
storing an ink color corresponding to the combination (HI,
LOW) has been mounted.
[0088] Referring to Figs. 2(B) and 9(A)-9(C), depend-
ing on the presence or absence of the two cut-outs 78,
79 in the type determinative portion 77, there exist four
combinations of the output signals from the optical de-
tector 118; (HI, HI), (HI, LOW), (LOW, HI), and (LOW,
LOW) as shown in Figs 7 and 10(A)-10(C). These four
combinations are allocated to the respective ink colors
of Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, and Black, and the type of ink
cartridges 30 is determined among these four types. The
two cut-outs 78, 79 are formed as one space in Fig. 9(B).
In another embodiment, these two cut-outs 78, 79 may
be formed as independent spaces aligned in the insertion
direction 50.
[0089] When the ink cartridge 30 is mounted to the
cartridge holder 110, the ink supply tube 122 is inserted
into the through hole 73 of the ink supply portion 72, and
the ink stored in the ink chamber 36 is supplied to the
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printhead 21 through the ink tube 20. Also, the rod 124
is inserted into the air communication opening 71, and
the ink chamber 36 is in fluid communication with the
atmosphere.
[0090] Referring to Fig. 11, the controller 90 is config-
ured to monitor and determine the amount of ink stored
in the ink chamber 36 after it is determined that the ink
cartridge 30 has reaches the mounted state. More spe-
cifically, when the predetermined amount or more of ink
is stored in the ink chamber 36, the light-blocking panel
62 positioned in the lower position blocks the light of op-
tical detector 118, but does not block the light of optical
detector 114. Therefore, the output signal from the optical
detector 118 is the LOW signal (S11: Yes) and the output
signal from the optical detector 114 is the HI signal (S12:
No). In this state, the controller 90 determines that a large
amount of ink is stored in the ink chamber 36 (S13).
[0091] When the ink stored in the ink chamber 36 is
consumed and the amount of ink becomes less than the
predetermined amount, the light-blocking panel 62 starts
to change its position from the lower position toward the
upper position. When the light-blocking panel 62 is posi-
tioned between the lower position and the upper position,
the light-blocking panel 62 blocks both of the lights from
the optical detectors 114, 118, and the output signals
from the optical detectors 114, 118 are both the LOW
signals (S11: Yes and S12: Yes). In this state, the con-
troller 90 determines that a small amount of ink is stored
in the ink chamber 36 (S14).
[0092] Further, when the amount of ink stored in the
ink chamber 36 is further reduced, the light-blocking pan-
el 62 of the detection arm 60 changes its position to the
upper position. The light-blocking panel 62 positioned in
the upper position blocks the light of optical detector 114,
but does not block the light of optical detector 118. There-
fore, the output signal from the optical detector 118 is the
HI signal (S11: No) and the output signal from the optical
detector 114 is the LOW signal (S15: Yes). In this state,
the controller 90 determines that the ink cartridge 30
mounted in the cartridge holder 110 is needed to be re-
placed (S16). These kinds of information relating to the
amount of ink is displayed on a display of the printer 12
for example, or displayed on a display of an external in-
formation apparatus to which the printer 12 is connected,
or notified by a buzzer or light.
[0093] In some occasion, the ink cartridge 30 may
move back and force in the insertion direction 50 and the
removal direction 54 during the insertion of the ink car-
tridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110
[0094] If the ink cartridge 30 move in the removal di-
rection 54 after the output signal from the optical detector
118 is stored in the RAM 93 (Fig. 8: S3) at the timing
when the output signal from the optical detector 114
changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal as shown
in Fig. 5(A), the triggering portion 85 moves out of the
detection area 115 of the optical detector 114 and the
output signal from the optical detector 114 changes from
the LOW signal to the HI signal. Therefore, the change

of the output signal from the optical detector 114 is from
the LOW signal to the HI signal either when the ink car-
tridge 30 moves in the insertion direction 50 from the
state shown in Fig. 5(A) or when the ink cartridge 30
moves in the removal direction 54 from the state shown
in Fig. 5(A).
[0095] As described above, if the ink cartridge 30
moves in the insertion direction 50 from the state shown
in Fig. 5(A), the type determination portion 77 is detected
at the timing when the output signal from the optical de-
tector 114 changes from the LOW signal to the HI signal,
and the LOW signal of the optical detector 118 is stored
in the RAM 93. However, if the ink cartridge 30 moves in
the removal direction 54 from the state shown in Fig. 5
(A), the cut-out 78 of the type determination portion 77
enters the detection area 119 of the optical detector 118
at the timing when the output signal from the optical de-
tector 114 changes from the LOW signal to the HI signal,
and the HI signal of the optical detector 118 is stored in
the RAM 93 (Fig. 8: S5). In other words, a combination
of the output signals from the optical detector 118 stored
in the RAM 93 becomes (HI, HI).
[0096] Then, when the ink cartridge 30 moves in the
insertion direction 50 again without being pulled out com-
pletely from the cartridge holder 110 (Fig. 8: S8 YES),
the triggering portion 85 of the ink cartridge 30 enters the
detection area 115 of the optical detector 114 again as
shown in Fig. 5(A) (Fig. 8: S9 YES). When this occurs,
the output signal of the optical detector 118 stored in the
RAM 93 at the timing when the output signal from the
optical detector 114 initially changes from the HI signal
to the LOW signal after the output signal of the optical
detector 141 becomes the HI signal is not cleared and
remains stored in the RAM 93.
[0097] Then, as shown in Fig. 5(B), when the ink car-
tridge 30 moves further in the insertion direction 50, the
triggering portion 85 passes through the detection area
115 of the optical detector 114, and then the space 87
enters the detection area 115. Accordingly, the output
signal from the optical detector 114 changes from the
LOW signal to the HI signal (Fig. 8: S4 YES). When this
occurs, the output signal from the optical detector 118
detecting the type determination portion 77 that does not
have the cut-out 79 is the LOW signal. The controller 90
clears and newly stores the output signal from the optical
detector 118 into the RAM 93 (Fig. 8: S5). In other words,
the combination of output signals of (HI, HI) stored in the
RAM 93 is renewed to (HI, LOW).
[0098] Then, as shown in Fig. 6, when the ink cartridge
30 reaches the mounted state, the type determination of
the ink cartridge 30 is performed based on the output
signals from the optical detector 118 stored in the RAM
93 as described above. In this manner, even though the
ink cartridge 30 moves back and force, the type determi-
nation of the ink cartridge 30 is performed accurately.
[0099] If the ink cartridge 30 is pulled out completely
from the cartridge holder 110 without being mounted
completely after the triggering portion 85 of the ink car-
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tridge 30 enters or passes through the detection area
115 of the optical detector 114 as shown in Fig. 5(A) or
Fig. 5(B), the rib 43 of the ink cartridge 30 and the en-
gaging end 146 of the lock lever 145 are separated away
from each other and hence the lock lever 145 changes
the position from the unlock position to the lock position.
Accordingly, the operating portion 147 of the lock lever
145 enters the detection area 142 of the optical detector
141, and the output signal from the optical detector 141
changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal.
[0100] The controller 90 determines that the ink car-
tridge 30 is not in the cartridge holder 110 based on the
fact that both the output signals of the optical detectors
114, 118 are the HI signals and the output signal from
the optical detector 141 is the LOW signal (Fig. 8: S8
YES).
[0101] Then, when the ink cartridge 30 having been
completely pulled out from the cartridge holder 110 is
inserted into the cartridge holder 110 again, the triggering
portion 85 of the ink cartridge 30 passes again through
the detection area 115 of the optical detector 114 as
shown in Fig. 5(A) and Fig. 5(B) (Fig. 8: S2 YES, S4
YES). Then, the output signals from the optical detector
118 at the respective timings described above are
cleared and stored in the RAM 93 again (Fig. 8: S3, S5).
[0102] Then, as shown in Fig. 6, when the ink cartridge
30 reaches the mounted state, the type determination of
the ink cartridge 30 is performed based on the output
signals from the optical detector 118 stored in the RAM
93 as described above. In this manner, even though the
ink cartridge 30 inserted into the cartridge holder 110 is
pulled out and is inserted again, the type determination
of the ink cartridge 30 is performed accurately.
[0103] As described above, the controller 90 performs
the type determination of the ink cartridge 30 among the
four types based on the first determination and the sec-
ond determination, i.e., based on the signals outputted
from the optical detectors 114, 118 during the insertion
of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110.
Therefore, the type determination the ink cartridges 30
among the four types is efficiently realized by the two
optical detectors 114, 118.
[0104] As described above, because the controller 90
performs the type determination of the ink cartridge 30
based on the output signal from the optical detector 118
when the output signal from the optical detector 114 in-
itially changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal after
the output signal of the optical detector 141 becomes the
HI signal, and based on the output signal from the optical
detector 118 when the output signal from the optical de-
tector 114 finally changes from the LOW signal to the HI
signal before the mounted state is detected, the accurate
type determination of the ink cartridge 30 is achieved
irrespective of whether or not the ink cartridge 30 moves
back and force in the cartridge holder 110.
[0105] In this embodiment, the type of the ink cartridge
30 relates to the color of ink stored in the ink cartridge
30. In another embodiment, the type of the ink cartridge

30 may relate to the initial amount of ink stored in the ink
cartridge 30. In such an embodiment, the amount of ink
may be determined more accurately.
[0106] In another embodiment, the type of the ink car-
tridge 30 may relate to the composition of ink. Ink may
include a pigment or a dye, or the composition of ink may
be tailored for cold climate areas or for tropical regions.
When the composition of the ink changes, the viscosity
or the surface tension of the ink changes accordingly.
Therefore, if the composition of the ink is changed, it may
be necessary to change the control of the ink discharge
in the printhead 21 correspondingly. In the embodiment
in which the composition of the ink is determined, the
image recording is performed with an optimal discharge
control in the printhead 21.
[0107] In another embodiment, the type of the ink car-
tridges 30 may relate to the place of manufacture of the
ink. When the place of manufacture is determined, such
information is stored in the controller 90. If a quality prob-
lem occurs in the printer 12, and the printer 12 is returned
to the manufacturer, the manufacturer can know the
place of manufacture of the ink used in the returned print-
er 12 based on the information stored in the controller
90. Accordingly, studies of the quality problem may be-
come easier.
[0108] In another embodiment, the type of the ink car-
tridges 30 may relate to the date of manufacture of the
ink. When the date of manufacture is determined, such
information is stored in the controller 90. If a quality prob-
lem occurs in the printer 12, and the printer 12 is returned
to the manufacturer, the manufacturer can know the date
of manufacture of the ink used in the returned printer 12
based on the information stored in the controller 90. Ac-
cordingly, studies of the quality problem may become
easier.
[0109] In another embodiment, the types of the ink car-
tridges 30 may relate to ink cartridge 30 for general user’s
use and ink cartridge 30 for maintenance operator’s use.
The maintenance operator is a person who is able to
repair the printer 12 at the site of use. The maintenance
operator may perform a special operation for repairing
the printer 12. For example, when the ink cartridge 30
for the maintenance operator’s use is mounted to the
printer 12, special operations which cannot be performed
by the general users such as a purge operation discharg-
ing a large amount of ink are authorized by the controller
90.
[0110] In another embodiment, the type of the ink car-
tridge may relate to air solubility of ink. If the ink has a
low air-solubility, the ink chamber 36 may not be depres-
surized. In contrast, if the ink has a high air-solubility, the
ink chamber 36 may be depressurized. A program for
maintaining the printhead 21 is changed based on the
determination of the type relating to air solubility of ink.
[0111] In this embodiment, the light-blocking panel 62
of the detection arm 60, the type determinative portion
77, and the triggering portion 85 are configured to prevent
the lights emitted from the light-emitting portions of the
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optical detectors 114, 118, from passing therethrough.
In another embodiment, the light-blocking panel 62 of the
detection arm 60, the type determinative portion 77, and
the triggering portion 85 may be configured to alter the
direction of light, e.g., reflect or diffract the entirety or a
portion of light, such that the intensity of light received
by the light-receiving portion is reduced. The light-block-
ing panel 62 of the detection arm 60, the type determi-
native portion 77, and the triggering portion 85 may be a
smoke glass or an aperture configured to attenuate light,
such that the intensity of light received by the light-re-
ceiving portion is reduced.
[0112] In this embodiment, the output signal from the
optical detector 118 is cleared and stored again in the
RAM 93 when the respective timings come several times
during the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the car-
tridge holder 110. In another embodiment, if the respec-
tive timings come several times during the insertion of
the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110, all the
output signals from the optical detector 118 at the re-
spective timings are stored in the RAM 93 in sequence,
and the controller 90 determines the type of the ink car-
tridge 30 by selecting the output signal of the optical de-
tector 118 when the output signal of the optical detector
114 initially changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal
after the output signal of the optical detector 141 be-
comes the HI signal and the output signal of the optical
detector 118 when the output signal of the optical detector
114 finally changes from the LOW signal to the HI signal
before the mounted state is detected.
[0113] Referring to Figs. 12(A) and 12(B), in a first
modified embodiment, the ink cartridge 30 comprises a
case 31 comprising the ink chamber 36, and a cover 32
configured to cover a front portion of case 31 with respect
to the insertion direction 50.
[0114] The case 31 has the same structure as the ink
cartridge 30 described in the above embodiment except
that the case 31 does not comprise the projecting mem-
ber 76, the type determinative portion 77, and the trig-
gering portion 85. Therefore, the case 31 has a substan-
tially rectangular parallelepiped shape being thin in the
width direction 51, and comprises the ink chamber 36
therein. Also, the case 31 comprises the ink amount de-
tection portion 34, the air communication opening 71,
and the ink supply portion 72, which communicate with
the ink chamber 36, positioned at the front thereof with
respect to the insertion direction 50.
[0115] The cover 32 has a hollow box-shape covering
the front portion of the case 31 with respect to the inser-
tion direction 50. The cover 32 is configured to slide on
the outer surface of the front portion of the case 31 in the
insertion direction 50 so as to move relative to the case
31. The cover 32 is hooked to the case 31 at a position
apart from the case 31 in the insertion direction 50 by a
predetermined distance, such that a range of sliding
movement is limited. Coil springs 37, 38 are interposed
between the case 31 and the cover 32, and the cover 32
is urged in a direction away from the case 31 by the coil

springs 37, 38.
[0116] The cover 32 comprises the projecting member
76, the type determinative portion 77, and the triggering
portion 85 at the front thereof with respect to the insertion
direction 50. The cover 31 comprises a window 33 formed
therethrough in the width direction 51, and the window
33 is positioned at the rear of the type determinative por-
tion 77 and the triggering portion 85 in the insertion di-
rection 50. When the cover 32 moves and is positioned
closest to the case 31, the ink amount detection portion
34 enters a position corresponding to the window 33, and
the ink amount detection portion 34 is exposed to the
outside of the cover 32 through the window 33. When
the cover 32 moves away from the case 31, the ink
amount detection portion 34 moves out from the position
corresponding to the window 33, and the ink amount de-
tection portion 34 is covered by the cover 32. The window
33 allows light of the optical detector 114 to path there-
through.
[0117] The cover 32 comprises a through hole which
allows insertion of the rod 124 therethrough, and a
through hole which allows insertion of the connecting por-
tion 121 and the ink supply tube 122 therethrough, formed
through the front wall of the cover 32 with respect to the
insertion direction 50 at positions corresponding to the
air communication opening 71 and the ink supply portion
72, respectively. The rod 124 is guided to the air com-
munication opening 71, and the connecting portion 121
and the ink supply tube 122 are guided to the ink supply
portion 72 via these through holes.
[0118] Similarly to the embodiment described above,
when the ink cartridge 30 is mounted to the cartridge
holder 110, the triggering portion 85 enters and passes
the detection area 115 of the optical detector 114 (See
Fig. 13: T4, T5), and the type determinative portion 77
enters and passes the detection area 119 of the optical
detector 118, and then the irradiated portion 34C of the
ink amount detection portion 34 enter the detection areas
115, 119 of the optical detectors 114, 118 (Fig. 13: T6).
Meanwhile, a front portion of the cover 32 with respect
to the insertion direction 50 comes into contact with the
end wall 117 of the cartridge holder 110.
[0119] As described above, in order for the ink amount
detection portion 34 to enter the position corresponding
to the window 33 of the cover 32, the case 31 is needed
to be further moved in the insertion direction 50 after the
front portion of the cover 32 comes into contact with the
end wall 117 of the cartridge holder 110 until the case 31
and the cover 32 are positioned closest to each other.
Accordingly, a time period S from a timing T5 when the
optical detector 114 stops detecting the triggering portion
85 to a timing T6 when at least one of the optical detectors
114, 118 detect the light-blocking panel 62 is relatively
increased (see Fig. 13).
[0120] Accordingly, even when the speed of insertion
of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110 is
increased, there is a certain time difference between the
first determination and the second determination, and
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the determination of the mounted state of the ink cartridge
30, and therefore the respective determinations are per-
formed reliably by the controller 90.
[0121] Moreover, the front portion of the case 31 is
protected by the cover 32. In other words, breakage of
the seal at the air communication opening 71, or break-
age of the ink supply portion 72 or the ink amount detec-
tion portion 34 are prevented.
[0122] Referring to Fig. 14, in a second modified em-
bodiment, a triggering portion 138 is provided on the slid-
ing member 135 of the cartridge holder 110 instead of
the triggering portion 85 of the ink cartridge 30, and an
optical detector 126 is provided in an area where the
sliding member 135 moves instead of the optical detector
114 of the cartridge holder 110.
[0123] The triggering portion 138 projects upward from
the main body 136 of the sliding member 135 and spaces
133, 134 are formed on the front side and back side of
the triggering portion 138 with respect to the insertion
direction 50. These spaces allow the light to pass there-
through in the width direction 51. In contrast, the trigger-
ing portion 138 prevents the light from passing there-
through in the width direction 51. The optical detector
126 is positioned, such that its light-emitting portion and
its light-receiving portion sandwich the triggering portion
138, i.e., the triggering portion 138 passes through a de-
tection area 127 thereof during the insertion of the ink
cartridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110. The space 133,
the triggering portion 138, and the space 134 enter the
detection area 127 of the optical detector 126 in se-
quence in this order during the insertion of the ink car-
tridge 30 into the cartridge holder 110. The change of the
position of the sliding member 135 is detected by the
optical detector 126, and the output signal from the optical
detector 126 changes accordingly.
[0124] Referring to Fig. 15(A), when the ink cartridge
30 is inserted into the cartridge holder 110 in the insertion
direction 50, the projecting member 76 comes into con-
tact with the contact portion 137 of the sliding member
135, and the sliding member 135 is moved in the insertion
direction 50. When this occurs, after the space 133 enters
the detection area 127 of the optical detector 126, the
triggering portion 138 enters the detection area 127 of
the optical detector 126. Accordingly, the output signal
from the optical detector 126 changes from the HI signal
to the LOW signal, and the controller 90 determines and
memorizes the signal output from the optical detector
118 at this timing.
[0125] Referring to Fig. 15(B), when the ink cartridge
30 moves further in the insertion direction 50, the detec-
tion portion 138 of the sliding member 135 passes
through the detection area 127 of the optical detector
126, and then the space 134 enters the detection area
127. Accordingly, the output signal from the optical de-
tector 126 changes from the LOW signal to the HI signal,
and the controller 90 determines and memorizes the sig-
nal output from the optical detector 118 at this timing.
[0126] In this second modified embodiment, when the

output signal from the optical detector 118 is the LOW
signal and the output signal from the optical detector 141
is the LOW signal, the controller 90 determines that the
ink cartridge 30 reaches the mounted state. When it is
determined that the ink cartridge 30 reaches the mount-
ing state, the controller 90 performs the type determina-
tion of the ink cartridge 30 based on the combination of
the output signals from the optical detector 118 stored in
the RAM 93.
[0127] In this manner, by providing the triggering por-
tion 138 on the sliding member 135 of the cartridge holder
110 and providing the optical detector 126 configured to
detect the triggering portion 138 instead of providing the
triggering portion 85 on the ink cartridge 30 and providing
the optical detector 114 to detect the triggering portion
85, the same advantages and effects as in the embodi-
ment described above are achieved.
[0128] Referring to Fig. 16, in a third modified embod-
iment, a lever 101 is provided in the recess 130 of the
cartridge holder 110 and an optical detector 106 config-
ured to detect the change of the position of the lever 101
is provided instead of the triggering portion 85 of the ink
cartridge 30 and the optical detector 114 of the cartridge
holder 110.
[0129] The lever 101 is formed into an L-shape, and
is rotatably supported by a shaft 104 extending along the
width direction 51. A first end 102 and a second end 103
of the lever 101 project from the recess 130 into the open-
ing 129 when the lever 101 assumes predetermined po-
sitions. The lever 101 is resiliently urged counterclock-
wise in Fig. 16 by a torsion coil spring (not shown), such
that remains the position in which the first end 102
projects into the opening 129 when an external force is
not applied to the lever 101 (the position shown in Fig.
16). Then, when an external force for causing the lever
101 to rotate clockwise is applied to the lever 101, the
position of the lever 101 can be changed until the first
end 102 goes down into the recess 130 from the opening
129 (see Fig. 17(B)). The first end 102 and the second
end 103 both prevent the light from passing therethrough
in the width direction 51.
[0130] The optical detector 106 is positioned, such that
its light-emitting portion and its light-emitting portion
sandwich the first end 102 and the second end 103 of
the lever 101, i.e., the first end 102 and the second end
103 passes through a detection area 107 thereof during
the insertion of the ink cartridge 30 into the cartridge hold-
er 110. When the lever 101 is positioned such that the
first end 102 projects into the opening 129, the second
end 103 is positioned in the detection area 107 of the
optical detector 106 (See Fig. 16). Then, when the lever
101 is rotated, the first end 102 goes downward from the
opening 129 into the recess 130, and enters the detection
area 107 of the optical detector 106. The position change
of the lever 101 is detected by the optical detector 106,
and the output signal from the optical detector 106 chang-
es accordingly. In this modified embodiment, the LOW
signal output from the optical detector 106 corresponds
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to the first signal of the present invention, and the HI
signal output from the optical detector 106 corresponds
to the second signal of the present invention.
[0131] Referring to Fig. 17(A), when the ink cartridge
30 is inserted into the cartridge holder 110 in the insertion
direction 50, the projecting member 76 comes into con-
tact with the first end 102 of the lever 101, and the lever
101 is rotated clockwise. Accordingly, the second end
103 moves out of the detection area 107 of the optical
detector 106 and the output signal from the optical de-
tector 106 changes from the LOW signal to the HI signal,
and the controller 90 determines and memorizes the out-
put signal from the optical detector 118 at this timing.
[0132] Referring to Fig. 17(B), when the ink cartridge
30 moves further in the insertion direction 50, the first
end 102 of the lever 101moves downward from the open-
ing 129 into the recess 130, and the first end 102 enters
the detection area 107 of the optical detector 106. Ac-
cordingly, the output signal from the optical detector 106
changes from the HI signal to the LOW signal, and the
controller 90 determines and memorizes the output sig-
nal from the optical detector 118.
[0133] In this third modified embodiment, when the out-
put signal from the optical detector 118 is the LOW signal,
the output signal from the optical detector 141 is the LOW
signal, and the output signal from the optical detector 106
is the Low signal, the controller 90 determines that the
ink cartridge 30 reaches the mounted state. When it is
determined that the ink cartridge 30 reaches the mount-
ing state, the controller 90 determines the type of the ink
cartridge 30 based on the combination of the output sig-
nals from the optical detector 118 stored in the RAM 93.
[0134] In this manner, by providing the lever 101 on
the cartridge holder 110 and providing the optical detec-
tor 106 configured to detect the position change of the
lever 101 instead of providing the triggering portion 85
on the ink cartridge 30 and providing the optical detector
114 to detect the triggering portion 85, the same advan-
tages and effects as in the embodiment described above
are achieved.
[0135] While the invention has been described in con-
nection with various example structures and illustrative
embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled in the
art that other variations and modifications of the struc-
tures and embodiments described above may be made
without departing from the scope of the invention. Other
structures and embodiments will be apparent to those
skilled in the art from a consideration of the specification
or practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is intended
that the specification and the described examples are
illustrative with the true scope of the invention being de-
fined by the following claims.

Claims

1. An ink supply device (100) comprising:

a cartridge mounting portion (110) to which an
ink cartridge is mounted by being inserted there-
into in an insertion direction (50); wherein the
cartridge mounting portion comprises a first de-
tector (118) configured to detect a first portion
of the ink cartridge and a second portion of the
ink cartridge, the second portion being shifted
from the first portion in the insertion direction;
a trigger detector (114, 126, 135, 106, 101) con-
figured to output a first signal and a second sig-
nal during an insertion of the ink cartridge into
the cartridge mounting portion; and
a type determiner (90) configured to perform a
type determination based on a first determina-
tion of whether or not the first detector detects
the first portion when an output from the trigger
detector changes from the first signal to the sec-
ond signal, and based on a second determina-
tion of whether or not the first detector detects
the second portion when the output from the trig-
ger detector changes from the second signal to
the first signal.

2. The ink supply device of claim 1, wherein the trigger
detector comprises:

a movable member (135, 101) configured to
change its position when contacted by the ink
cartridge during the insertion of the ink cartridge
into the cartridge mounting portion; and
a second detector (126, 101) configured to de-
tect a change of the position of the movable
member, and to output the first signal or the sec-
ond signal based on the position of the movable
member.

3. The ink supply device of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
first detector comprises a light-receiving portion con-
figured to receive light and a light-emitting portion
configured to emit light toward the light-receiving por-
tion, and the first detector is configured to detect the
first portion and the second portion, respectively,
when the first portion and the second portion inter-
sect a optical path between the light-emitting portion
and the light-receiving portion, respectively, causing
an intensity of light received by the light-receiving
portion to change.

4. The ink supply device of claim 3, wherein each of
the first portion and the second portion is configured
to adjust the intensity of light reaching the light-re-
ceiving portions when intersecting the optical path.
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