
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

23
3 

94
6

A
1

��&����������
(11) EP 2 233 946 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
29.09.2010 Bulletin 2010/39

(21) Application number: 10154040.9

(22) Date of filing: 18.02.2010

(51) Int Cl.:
G01S 13/95 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA RS

(30) Priority: 25.03.2009 US 163362 P
25.03.2009 US 163355 P
28.01.2010 US 695614

(71) Applicant: Honeywell International Inc.
Morristown, NJ 07962 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Kirk, James C.

Morristown, NJ 07962-2245 (US)
• Zeng, Dongsong

Morristown, NJ 07962-2245 (US)

(74) Representative: Buckley, Guy Julian
Patent Outsourcing Limited 
1 King Street
Bakewell
Derbyshire DE45 1DZ (GB)

(54) Turbulence prediction over extended ranges

(57) Methods and systems for predicting turbulence.
An exemplary system decomposes ncar-rangc reflectiv-
ity data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaus-
sian component functions and decomposes turbulence
data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian
component functions. The multiple adaptive, three-di-
mensional Gaussian component functions may include
parameters, such as center position, amplitude, and di-
mensional standard deviations that are determined
adaptively to maximally match the measured reflectivity.
The multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian com-
ponent functions may include parameters adjusted to
maximally match the measured turbulence data.
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Description

PRIORITY CLAIM

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Applications Ser. Nos. 61/163,362 and 61/163,355 both
filed March 25, 2009, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] One danger or threat to an aircraft is from weather that includes turbulent air. Sudden updrafts, downdrafts, or
wind shears can inflict injury on occupants and damage to the aircraft, or cause the total loss of aircraft and passengers.
Turbulent air itself cannot be accurately measured by radar at any significant range, but such turbulence generally is
accompanied by rain, hail, or particulate matter that can be. At short ranges (currently approximately up to 40 nautical
miles (nm) from the aircraft), airborne Doppler radar information can give a direct reading of the movement of airborne
particles and, hence, a fairly direct measure of air turbulence and potential hazard. However, current practical airborne
radars that are affordable and fit on commercial aircraft do not have the ability to measure Doppler effects much farther
than this, giving too little reaction time for the pilots to plan effective and efficient routes around the hazard.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The present invention provides methods and systems for predicting turbulence over an extended range. An
exemplary method includes decomposing radar reflectivity data into multiple adaptive three-dimensional Gaussian com-
ponent functions and decomposing turbulence data into multiple adaptive three-dimensional Gaussian component func-
tions.
[0004] The real measured turbulence data t(x, y, z) is: 

[0005] The present invention provides adaptive signal decomposition and a neural network method to extend the
weather radar turbulence prediction range from 40 nm to 320 nm (approximate radar limit). With the decomposed
reflectivity and turbulence components as the input and output, a proposed backward propagation neural network learns
the relationship between reflectivity and turbulence. The trained neural network then predicts the turbulence at an
extended range where only reflectivity data are available. Advantageously, the adaptive signal decomposition method
may be used for object tracking, such as, but not limited to, weather tracking, cloud tracking, bird flock tracking, aircraft
tracking, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Preferred and alternative embodiments of the present invention are described in detail below with reference
to the following drawings:
[0007] FIGURE 1 illustrates an exemplary system formed in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;
[0008] FIGURES 2A-2D illustrate actual near-range radar reflectivity and turbulence data;
[0009] FIGURES 3 and 4 illustrate an exemplary process for training a neural network in accordance with an embod-
iment of the present invention;
[0010] FIGURE 5 illustrates a graphical manipulation used by the present invention for calculation improvement;
[0011] FIGURE 6 illustrates a schematic of an exemplary neural network; and
[0012] FIGURE 7 illustrates a process for determining far-range turbulence values based on the trained neural network.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ONE EMBODIMENT

[0013] FIGURE 1 illustrates a weather display system 30 on an aircraft that provides turbulence prediction at extended
ranges. The weather display system 30 provides an improved radar return. The weather display system 30 includes a
weather radar system 40 and a display/interface front-end 38. The weather display system 30 receives information from
other aircraft systems 46. The display/interface front-end 38 includes a processor 42, memory 43, a display device 44,
a user interface 48, and a database 32. An example of the radar system 40 includes a radar controller 50 (configured
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to receive control instructions from the user interface 48), a transmitter 52, a receiver 54, and an antenna 56. The radar
controller 50 controls the transmitter 52 and the receiver 54 for performing the sending and receiving of signals through
the antenna 56. The weather radar system 40 and the display/interface front-end 38 are electronically coupled to the
other aircraft systems 46.
[0014] Radar relies on a transmission of a pulse of electromagnetic energy, referred to herein as a signal. The antenna
56 narrowly focuses the transmission of the signal pulse. Like the light from a flashlight, this narrow signal illuminates
any objects in its path and illuminated objects reflect the electromagnetic energy back to the antenna.
[0015] Reflectivity data correspond to that portion of a radar’s signal reflected back to the radar by liquids (e.g., rain)
and/or frozen droplets (e.g., hail, sleet, and/or snow) residing in a weather object, such as a cloud or storm, or residing
in areas proximate to the cloud or storm generating the liquids and/or frozen droplets.
[0016] The radar controller 50 calculates the distance of the weather object relative to the antenna 56 based upon the
length of time the transmitted signal pulse takes in the transition from the antenna 56 to the object and back to the
antenna 56. The relationship between distance and time is linear as the velocity of the signal is constant, approximately
the speed of light in a vacuum. Honeywell’s® RDR-4000 airborne weather radar is an example weather radar that
provides the radar reflectivity data and the short range Doppler radar information.
[0017] FIGURES 2A-D show actual radar reflectivity and turbulence data. Although both reflectivity and turbulence
data are three-dimensional, for visualization reasons, the data is presented in only one and two dimensions. FIGURES
2A and B show two-dimensional reflectivity and turbulence, respectively. FIGURES 2C and D show one-dimensional
reflectivity and turbulence, respectively. From FIGURE 2C and D, it is observed that the reflectivity and turbulence data
are all positive and look like the sum of multiple Gaussian functions.
[0018] In one embodiment, the present invention includes turbulence prediction systems and methods using adaptive
signal decomposition and a neural network’s approach to forecast turbulence information beyond the 40 nm range. An
exemplary method includes reflectivity signal decomposition and turbulence signal decomposition. The method decom-
poses the reflectivity data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component functions, whose parameters,
such as center position, amplitude, and dimensional standard deviations, are determined adaptively to maximally match
the measured reflectivity. Performing the reflectivity signal decomposition includes using adaptive three-dimensional
Gaussian base functions with unit energy. The turbulence data are decomposed into adaptive three-dimensional Gaus-
sian base functions, with their parameters adjusted to maximally match the measured turbulence data.
[0019] With the decomposed reflectivity and turbulence components as input and output, backward propagation of
the neural network is performed for learning the relationship between reflectivity and turbulence. The trained neural
network is then used to predict the turbulence at an extended range where only reflectivity data are available. The
adaptive signal decomposition method proposed herein may also be used for object tracking, e.g., weather/cloud tracking,
bird flock tracking, aircraft tracking, etc.
[0020] FIGURE 3 illustrates an exemplary process 100 that performs training of a neural network using reflectivity
and turbulence values in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. First, at a block 104, three-dimensional
reflectivity values are received from a radar system. Next, at a block 106, near-range three-dimensional reflectivity data
and three-dimensional turbulence data based on the three-dimensional reflectivity values are generated. Next, at a block
110, the process 100 trains a neural network based on an association between the generated three-dimensional reflectivity
data and the three-dimensional turbulence data. The training step is described in more detail below with regard to
FIGURE 4.
[0021] FIGURE 4 illustrates a process 130 that describes the training of the neural network in more detail. At a block
132, a Gaussian decomposition of the near-range three-dimensional reflectivity data is performed. Next, at a block 134,
parameters from the decomposed reflectivity data are selected. Then, at a block 136, the selected parameters are
applied to an input side of a neural network that needs to be trained. Concurrent with blocks 132-136, a Gaussian
decomposition is performed on the near-range three-dimensional turbulence data. Next, at a block 140, parameters are
selected from the decomposed turbulence data. At a block 142, the selected turbulence data parameters are applied to
an output side of the untrained neural network. Finally, at a block 148, backward propagation of the untrained neural
network is performed, using the applied input and output parameters, thereby training the neural network.
[0022] FIGURE 5 shows that, for the convenience of computation, a coordinate change may be necessary and includes
moving the origin of the xyz coordinates to point (xc,yc,zc) and clockwise rotating the y coordinate θ results in new x’y’z’
coordinates.
[0023] The new coordinates after coordinate change are calculated as: 
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[0024] The rotation angle θ is calculated as: 

[0025] The transform from new coordinates back to old coordinates is:

[0026] Adaptive Decomposition of Reflectivity: The following equations show the adaptive decomposition of re-
flectivity. The three-dimensional Gaussian base function is proposed, as follows: 

which has unit energy, i.e., %f2(x’,y’,z’)dx’dy’dz’=1. Placing equation (1) into equation (4), the three-dimensional Gaus-
sian base function in xyz coordinates is: 

[0027] At initialization, the current reflectivity r1 is set to the measured reflectivity data r(x,y,z), i.e., 

[0028] The center position and dimensional deviations of the three-dimensional Gaussian base function are determined
by solving the following optimization problem, where 〈 , 〉 means inner product. 

[0029] The amplitude of the Gaussian base function is calculated as: 

[0030] The first reflectivity component function v1 is therefore: 
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[0031] Removing the first component function v1 from the original reflectivity data r1, a new reflectivity r2 data is
attained, i.e., 

[0032] Repeating the above procedure for N iterations, there become N reflectivity component functions: 

[0033] The real measured data r(x,y,z) is: 

[0034] It is interesting to note that the residual of the adaptive decomposition is always bounded. For continuous signal
r, the residual will be reduced to zero as the number of iterations N goes to infinity.
[0035] Ignoring the residual rN+1, the N component functions are used to approximate the reflectivity function as: 

[0036] Adaptive Decomposition of Turbulence: The following equations show the adaptive decomposition of tur-
bulence. The turbulence base function is proposed, as follows:

[0037] This turbulence base function also has unit energy, i.e., %p2(x’,y’,z’)dx’dy’dz’=1. Placing equation (1) into
equation (14), the turbulence base function in xyz coordinates is represented as: 
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[0038] At initialization, the measured turbulence data t(x, y, z) are assigned to the current turbulence t1, i.e., 

[0039] The parameters of the turbulence base function are determined by solving the following optimization problem. 

[0040] The amplitude of the turbulence base function is calculated as: 

[0041] The first turbulence component function u0 is:

[0042] Removing the first component function u1 from the original turbulence data t1, a new turbulence data t2 is
attained, i.e., 

[0043] Repeating the above procedure for M iterations, M component functions are: 



EP 2 233 946 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0044] Ignoring the residual tM+1, the M component functions are used to reconstruct the turbulence function as: 

[0045] FIGURE 6 shows a three-layer backward propagation neural network 160 having inputs 166, outputs 168, and
nodes 170. Other back propagation neural network architectures may be used.
[0046] Beyond ∼40 nm, the weather radar can effectively measure only reflectivity. The measured reflectivity data is
decomposed into reflectivity components (FIGURE 7, blocks 184, 186). Then, at a block 188, decomposed reflectivity
components (parameters) are applied as the input 166 to the trained neural network 160. The neural network 160 is
then executed, thus producing predicted turbulence components (block 190, output 168). At a block 192, the produced
predicted turbulence components are reconstructed into an estimated turbulence function. This estimated turbulence
function will be the predicted turbulence for the ranges greater than 40 nm, where turbulence storage cells are otherwise
left empty, due to low weather radar resolution.
[0047] Processors are used to automatically perform the steps shown and described in the flowcharts above.
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:

Claims

1. A method for predicting turbulence at ranges greater than 40 nm using at least one processing device (42, 26) the
method comprising:

receiving radar reflectivity and turbulence data at ranges less than 40 nm;
generating a neural network based on the received data;
receiving radar reflectivity data at ranges greater than 40 nm; and
predicting turbulence data based on the received radar reflectivity data at ranges greater than 40 nm and the
generated neural network.

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein generating a neural network comprises:

decomposing the received radar reflectivity data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component
functions; and
decomposing the received turbulence data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component func-
tions.

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein generating a neural network comprises:

selecting one or more first parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component
functions;
selecting one or more second parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component
functions;
applying the one or more first parameters to one of an input or output side of the neural network; and
applying the one or more second parameters to a side of the neural network opposite the side with the applied
first parameters.

4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the parameters comprise one or more of a center position, an amplitude, and a
dimensional standard deviation.

5. The method of Claim 3, wherein generating the neural network is performed at a processing device remotely located
from the processing device performing receiving radar reflectivity and turbulence data and predicting turbulence data.

6. The method of Claim 5, further comprising distributing the parameters to aircraft other than the aircraft with the
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processing device that received the radar reflectivity and turbulence data.

7. A turbulence prediction system at least partially located on an aircraft, the system comprising:

a radar system (40) configured to generate radar reflectivity data at ranges greater than 40 nm; and
a processing device (42) in signal communication with the radar system, the processing device configured to
predict turbulence data based on the received radar reflectivity data and a neural network previously trained
using radar reflectivity and turbulence data at ranges less than 40 nm,

wherein the radar system and the processing device are located on an aircraft.

8. The system of Claim 7, further comprising a second processing device (26) configured to train the neural network,
the second processing device being configured to:

decompose the less than 40 nm radar reflectivity data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian com-
ponent functions; and
decompose the turbulence data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component functions.

9. The system of Claim 8, wherein the second processing device is further configured to:

select one or more first parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component functions;
select one or more second parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian component
functions;
apply the one or more first parameters to one of an input or output side of the neural network; and
apply the one or more second parameters to a side of the neural network opposite the side with the applied first
parameters.

10. The system of Claim 9, wherein the parameters comprise one or more of a center position, an amplitude, and a
dimensional standard deviation.

11. The system of Claim 9, wherein the first and second processing devices are the same device and the processing
of both processing devices is performed in real time.

12. The system of Claim 9, wherein the second processing device is remotely located from the aircraft.

13. A system for predicting turbulence at ranges greater than 40 nm using a processing device, the system comprising:

a means for receiving radar reflectivity and turbulence data at ranges less than 40 nm;
a means for generating a neural network based on the received data;
a means for receiving radar reflectivity data at ranges greater than 40 nm; and
a means for predicting turbulence data based on the received radar reflectivity data at ranges greater than 40
nm and the generated neural network.

14. The system of Claim 13, wherein the means for generating a neural network comprises:

a means for decomposing the received radar reflectivity data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian
component functions; and
a means for decomposing the received turbulence data into multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian
component functions.

15. The system of Claim 14, wherein the means for generating a neural network comprises:

a means for selecting one or more first parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian
component functions;
a means for selecting one or more second parameters from the multiple adaptive, three-dimensional Gaussian
component functions;
a means for applying the one or more first parameters to one of an input or output side of the neural network; and
a means for applying the one or more second parameters to a side of the neural network opposite the side with
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the applied first parameters.

16. The system of Claim 15, wherein the parameters comprise one or more of a center position, an amplitude, and a
dimensional standard deviation.
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