
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

23
3 

89
1

A
2

��&���������
(11) EP 2 233 891 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
29.09.2010 Bulletin 2010/39

(21) Application number: 10156862.4

(22) Date of filing: 18.03.2010

(51) Int Cl.:
G01D 5/244 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA ME RS

(30) Priority: 23.03.2009 JP 2009069413

(71) Applicant: Sinfonia Technology Co., Ltd.
Tokyo 105-8564 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• Okuizumi, Masaru

Ise Mie 516-8550 (JP)
• Himeno, Manabu

Ise Mie 516-8550 (JP)

(74) Representative: TBK-Patent
Bavariaring 4-6
80336 München (DE)

(54) Control system for motor

(57) A control system (1) for a motor includes: a motor
unit (2) including a motor (21) and a resolver (22) con-
figured to detect a rotation angle of the motor; and con-
trolling means (3) for determining an actual angle from
the detected angle detected by the resolver using error
data (24) representing an error between the detected an-
gle of the resolver and the actual angle, and controlling
rotation (31) of the motor on a basis of the determined
actual angle, the controlling means being electrically con-

nected in a replaceable state to the motor unit; wherein
the motor unit includes a motor side memory (23) con-
figured to store the error data (24) in advance, the con-
trolling means includes a controlling side memory (35)
configured to store the error data used when the actual
angle is determined, and one of the motor unit and the
controlling means includes capture determining and per-
forming sections to transfer the error data from the motor
side memory to the controlling side memory, e.g. upon
powering up the control system.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a control sys-
tem for a motor including a motor and controlling means
for controlling the rotation of the motor.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A manufacturing device such as an arm or the
like used in a process of manufacturing a semiconductor
or the like uses a control system for a motor that detects
the rotation angle of a motor as a source of power to the
manufacturing device and which controls the rotation of
the motor on the basis of the detected rotation angle. An
ordinary configuration of such a control system for a mo-
tor is composed mainly of a motor unit including a motor
and detecting means for detecting the rotation angle of
the motor and controlling means (driver) for controlling
the rotation of the motor, the controlling means being
electrically connected in a replaceable state to the motor
unit. In order to be used in a manufacturing device such
as an arm or the like, the detecting means uses a resolver
capable of detecting a rotation angle even in a state of
the rotation of the motor being stopped. However, as
shown in FIG. 3, there is an error between the rotation
angle detected by the resolver (which rotation angle will
hereinafter be referred to also as a detected angle) and
an actual rotation angle (which will hereinafter be referred
to also as an actual angle) . This error is a factor in hin-
dering fine rotation control, and is different for each motor
unit (the motor and the resolver).
[0003] A conventional control system for a motor de-
scribed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2005-329478, for example, stores error data between a
rotation angle detected by a resolver and an actual angle
in a storing section of controlling means in order to de-
termine the actual angle from the rotation angle detected
including the error, and determines the actual angle by
making a correction that subtracts an error value from
the detected rotation angle using the error data.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The conventional control system for the motor
as described above cannot correctly determine the actual
angle unless the error data correctly corresponds to the
motor unit. Therefore the error data stored in the control-
ling means and the motor unit need to be in correct one-
to-one correspondence with each other.
[0005] In order to deal with many kinds of motor units
by one controlling means (driver), the inventors of the
present invention et al. considered for example control-
ling means configured to allow error data to be rewritten
manually after the memory of the controlling means is

connected to an external personal computer or the like
each time a motor unit connected to the controlling means
is replaced or controlling means configured to allow error
data corresponding to a motor unit after replacement to
be selected manually after a plurality of pieces of error
data corresponding to a plurality of kinds of motor units,
respectively, are stored in the memory of the controlling
means. However, each controlling means requires a
manual operation of correctly associating the error data
of the controlling means with a motor unit, which opera-
tion is troublesome. In addition, an error may be caused
by the manual operation.
[0006] Further, a nonvolatile memory such as a flash
memory or the like is generally employed as the memory
of the controlling means which memory stores the error
data because the memory needs to continue maintaining
the storage of the error data even in a state of no power
being supplied. However, the nonvolatile memory takes
time to rewrite data, and thus it is not desirable to rewrite
the error data frequently.
[0007] The present invention has been made with at-
tention directed to such problems. It is an object of the
present invention to provide a control system for a motor
that eliminates the trouble of manual operation and oc-
currence of errors and which correctly and properly as-
sociates the error data of controlling means with a motor
unit.
[0008] The present invention employs the following
means to achieve such an object.
[0009] A control system for a motor according to the
present invention includes: a motor unit including a motor
and a resolver for detecting a rotation angle of the motor;
and controlling means for determining an actual angle
from the detected angle detected by the resolver using
error data between the detected angle of the resolver
and the actual angle, and controlling rotation of the motor
on a basis of the determined actual angle, the controlling
means being electrically connected in a replaceable state
to the motor unit. The motor unit includes a motor side
memory for storing the error data in advance, the con-
trolling means includes a controlling side memory for
storing the error data used when the actual angle is de-
termined, and one of the motor unit and the controlling
means includes a capture determining section for deter-
mining whether to capture the error data from the motor
side memory into the controlling side memory on a basis
of storage of both the memories, and a capture perform-
ing section for, when the capture determining section de-
termines that the error data is to be captured, capturing
the error data in the motor side memory, and storing the
error data in the controlling side memory.
[0010] According to such a configuration, the motor
side memory storing the error data is provided in the mo-
tor unit including the motor and the resolver, whether to
capture the error data is determined on the basis of the
storage of both the memories of the motor unit and the
controlling means, and the error data is automatically
captured and stored in the controlling side memory by
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the controlling means. It is therefore possible to eliminate
the trouble of manual operation and occurrence of errors,
and correctly and properly associate the error data of the
controlling means with the motor unit.
[0011] In order to prevent unnecessary capture in au-
tomatically capturing the error data, the capture deter-
mining section desirably determines that the error data
is to be captured when the pieces of error data of the two
memories are different from each other.
[0012] In order to shorten time taken to determine
whether to capture the error data automatically, it is ef-
fective for the two memories to store identifying data for
identifying the pieces of error data stored by the two mem-
ories, respectively, the identifying data being lower in vol-
ume than the error data, and for the capture determining
section to determine that the error data is to be captured
when the pieces of identifying data are different from each
other.
[0013] In order to prevent surely rotation control based
on an actual angle erroneously determined using error
data not corresponding correctly to the motor unit, the
capture determining section desirably determines wheth-
er to capture the error data at a time of turning on of power.
[0014] Because the present invention has the above-
described constitution, it is possible to save manpower,
eliminate the trouble of manual operation and errors
caused by manpower, and correctly and properly asso-
ciate the error data of the controlling means with the mo-
tor unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a control sys-
tem for a motor according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a more detailed block diagram of the same
control system for the motor;
FIG. 3 is a diagram of assistance in explaining errors
between rotation angles detected by a resolver and
actual angles;
FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams of assistance in ex-
plaining an example of error data and identifying da-
ta;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a capture determining and
performing processing routine executed by control-
ling means of the same control system for the motor;
and
FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram of a control sys-
tem for a motor according to another embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0016] Functions of a control system 1 for a motor ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention will

hereinafter be described with reference to FIG. 1.
[0017] The control system 1 for the motor includes a
motor unit 2 and controlling means 3 (controller). The
motor unit 2 includes a motor 21 and a resolver 22 for
detecting the rotation angle of the motor 21.
[0018] The controlling means 3 includes a controlling
side memory 35 for storing error data 24 between a ro-
tation angle detected by the resolver 22 (which rotation
angle will hereinafter be referred to also as a detected
angle) and an actual rotation angle (which will hereinafter
be referred to also as an actual angle), an actual angle
determining section 32, and a rotation controlling section
31.
[0019] The error between the detected angle and the
actual angle changes according to the rotation angle of
the motor 21, and also differs for each individual motor
21. The error data 24 indicates the error between the
detected angle and the actual angle, and directly or in-
directly associates the detected angle and the actual an-
gle with each other so that the actual angle can be de-
termined from the detected angle.
[0020] The actual angle determining section 32 is elec-
trically connected to the resolver 22. The actual angle
determining section 32 determines the actual angle on
the basis of the detected angle detected by the resolver
22 and the error data 24 stored in the controlling side
memory 35.
[0021] The rotation controlling section 31 is electrically
connected to the motor 21. The rotation controlling sec-
tion 31 controls the rotation of the motor 21 on the basis
of the actual angle determined by the actual angle deter-
mining section 32.
[0022] In addition to such a basic configuration, the
present embodiment further includes a motor side mem-
ory 23 in the motor unit 2. The motor side memory 23
stores error data 24 identical with the error data 24 stored
in the controlling side memory 35 and identifying data 25
for identifying the error data 24. The error data 24 in the
motor side memory 23 is original data. The error data 24
in the controlling side memory 35 is obtained by capturing
and copying the error data 24 in the motor side memory
23 by a capture performing section 33 to be described
later. The controlling side memory 35 further stores the
identifying data 25 for identifying the error data 24 in ad-
dition to the error data 24 obtained by capturing and cop-
ying the error data 24 in the motor side memory 23. The
identifying data is lower in volume than the data volume
of the error data. The identifying data has a correspond-
ence such that only one piece of error data is present for
one piece of identifying data (referred to also as specific
data or unique data). The identifying data is used for a
process of determining the identity of the error data by
using the correspondence.
[0023] The controlling means 3 further includes a cap-
ture determining section 34 and a capture performing
section 33. The capture determining section 34 is elec-
trically connected to the motor side memory 23 so as to
be able to communicate with the motor side memory 23.
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The capture determining section 34 determines whether
to capture and store the error data 24 in the motor side
memory 23 in the controlling side memory 35 on the basis
of the storage of the controlling side memory 35 and the
storage of the motor side memory 23. The capture per-
forming section 33 is electrically connected to the motor
side memory 23. When the capture determining section
34 determines that the error data 24 is to be captured,
the capture performing section 33 reads the error data
24 and the identifying data 25 from the motor side mem-
ory 23, captures the error data 24 and the identifying data
25 into the controlling means 3, and stores these pieces
of captured data in the controlling side memory 35.
[0024] Functions of the control system 1 for the motor
according to an embodiment of the present invention
have been described above. A concrete configuration for
implementing these functions will be described in the fol-
lowing.
[0025] As shown in FIG. 2, a control system 1 for a
motor of a concrete configuration includes a motor unit
2 and controlling means 3.
[0026] The motor unit 2 includes a motor 21, a resolver
22, and a memory board 5. The memory board 5 includes
a ROM 54 for storing error data 24 and identifying data
25 as a motor side memory 23, a CPU 51 for transmitting
the error data 24 and the identifying data 25 in the ROM
54 to the controlling means 3 on the basis of a request
signal from the controlling means 3, a communication I/F
52 for relaying signals between the controlling means 3
and the CPU 51, the communication I/F 52 being con-
nected to the controlling means 3 and the CPU 51, and
a RAM 53 for temporarily storing data.
[0027] The controlling means 3 includes a CPU 38, a
motor driving section 39, a resolver I/F 40, a RAM 41, a
ROM 42, a communication I/F 43, and a nonvolatile mem-
ory 44. The CPU 38 implements the rotation controlling
section 31, the actual angle determining section 32, the
capture performing section 33, and the capture determin-
ing section 34 by executing a motor driving control
processing routine not shown in the figures and a capture
determining and performing processing routine to be de-
scribed later. The motor driving section 39 supplies pow-
er for driving the motor 21 to the motor 21 according to
a driving command from the CPU 38, thereby effecting
rotation of the motor 21. The resolver I/F 40 supplies a
detected angle to the CPU 38 according to a signal from
the resolver 22. The RAM 41 temporarily stores a pro-
gram being executed by the CPU 38 and data used when
the program is executed. The ROM 42 stores each of
programs executed by the CPU 38 and data used per-
manently. The programs stored in the ROM 42 are for
example the motor driving control processing routine not
shown in the figures and the capture determining and
performing processing routine to be described later. The
communication I/F 43 relays signals between the CPU
38 of the controlling means 3 and the CPU 51 of the
memory board 5.
[0028] The nonvolatile memory 44 stores identical da-

ta to the error data 24 and the identifying data 25 captured
from the memory board 5 of the motor unit 2 in order to
use the identical data when determining an actual angle.
A flash memory is employed as the nonvolatile memory
44 because of a need to continue maintaining the storage
of these pieces of data even in a state of power not being
supplied. However, the flash memory has a characteristic
of taking time to rewrite data as compared with data read-
ing time.
[0029] Next, describing the error between the detected
angle and the actual angle by taking a concrete example,
this error changes according to the rotation angle of the
motor 21, and also differs for each individual motor 21,
as described above. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 3,
letting v1 be the detected angle detected by the resolver
22 and letting v2 be the actual angle, the error err1 is
expressed as (v2 - v1). As an example, when v1 is zero
degrees, v2 is zero degrees, and err1 = 0 because the
two angles coincide with each other. When v1 is 120
degrees, v2 is 180 degrees, and thus the two angles differ
from each other. In this case, there is an error err1 = 60
degrees.
[0030] Next, concretely describing the error data 24
indicating this error, as shown in FIG. 4A, the error data
24 indicates that when the detected angle is v1 degrees,
the actual angle is v2 degrees and the error angle is (v2
- v1) degrees. The error data 24 indicates that when the
detected angle is zero degrees, the actual angle is zero
degrees and the error angle is also zero degrees. The
error data 24 indicates that when the detected angle is
120 degrees, the actual angle is 180 degrees and the
error angel is 60 degrees. The error data 24 indicates
that when the detected angle is 240 degrees or 360 de-
grees, the actual angle is also 240 degrees or 360 de-
grees, respectively, and the error angle is zero degrees
in both cases. Of course, as for other angles, the detected
angle, the actual angle, and the error angle are similarly
associated with each other directly. Incidentally, the error
data 24 may associate only the detected angle and the
error value with each other, and thereby associate the
detected angle and the actual angle with each other in-
directly.
[0031] Next, concretely describing the identifying data
25 for identifying the error data 24, as shown in FIG. 4B,
the identifying data 25 is character string data of a version
"SDK1.00" attached uniquely to each piece of error data
24 and a hash value "a1b2c3d4e5" of the identifying data
25. The identifying data 25 is lower in volume than the
error data 24. The identity of the error data 24 can be
determined by comparing one or both of the version and
the hash value.
[0032] An operation of the control system 1 for the mo-
tor will next be described. When power to the controlling
means 3 is turned on, the CPU 38 starts the motor driving
control processing routine not shown in the figures.
[0033] Describing as an example a case where the mo-
tor driving control processing routine is executed and a
rotation controlling command to control the rotation of
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the motor 21 is externally input, the CPU 38 obtains a
detected angle from the resolver 22, retrieves data
matching the obtained detected angle from the error data
24 in the nonvolatile memory 44, determines an actual
angle from the retrieved data, and controls the rotation
of the motor 21 via the motor driving section 39 on the
basis of the determined actual angle and the rotation con-
trolling command. The rotation controlling section 31 and
the actual angle determining section 32 are implemented
by thus executing the motor driving control processing
routine.
[0034] In addition, when power to the controlling
means 3 is turned on, the CPU 38 starts executing the
capture determining and performing processing routine
shown in FIG. 5 independently of and in parallel with the
above-described motor driving control processing rou-
tine.
[0035] When the capture determining and performing
processing routine is executed, the CPU 38 first deter-
mines whether communication with the memory board 5
is possible (A1). When determining that the communica-
tion is not possible (A1: NO), the CPU 38 ends the exe-
cution of the present routine. When determining that the
communication is possible in the process of A1 (A1:
YES), on the other hand, the CPU 38 communicates with
the memory board 5 to obtain the identifying data 25
stored in the ROM 54 of the memory board 5, and obtains
the identifying data 25 stored in the nonvolatile memory
44 of the controlling means 3 (A2). The CPU 38 then
determines whether the two pieces of identifying data 25
are identical to each other (A3). When determining that
the two pieces of identifying data 25 are identical to each
other (A3: YES), the CPU 38 ends the execution of the
present routine. The capture determining section 34 is
implemented by thus performing the processes of A1 to
A3.
[0036] When determining that the two pieces of iden-
tifying data 25 are not identical to each other (different
from each other) in the process of A3 (A3: NO), the CPU
38 communicates with the memory board 5 to read and
capture the error data 24 and the identifying data 25 in
the ROM 54 of the memory board 5, stores the error data
24 and the identifying data 25 in the nonvolatile memory
44 of the controlling means 3 (A4), and then ends the
execution of the present routine. The capture performing
section 33 is implemented by thus performing the proc-
ess of A4.
[0037] As described above, the control system 1 for
the motor according to the present embodiment is char-
acterized by including: the motor unit 2 including the mo-
tor 21 and the resolver 22 for detecting the rotation angle
of the motor 21; and the controlling means 3 for deter-
mining an actual angle from the detected angle detected
by the resolver 22 using the error data 24 between the
detected angle of the resolver 22 and the actual angle,
and controlling the rotation of the motor 21 on the basis
of the determined actual angle, the controlling means 3
being electrically connected in a replaceable state to the

motor unit 2; wherein the motor unit 2 includes the motor
side memory 23 for storing the error data 24 in advance,
and the controlling means 3 includes the controlling side
memory 35 for storing the error data 24 used when the
actual angle is determined, the capture determining sec-
tion 34 for determining whether to capture the error data
24 from the motor side memory 23 into the controlling
side memory 35 on the basis of the storage of both the
memories, and the capture performing section 33 for,
when the capture determining section 34 determines that
the error data 24 is to be captured, capturing the error
data 24 in the motor side memory 23, and storing the
error data 24 in the controlling side memory 35.
[0038] According to such a configuration, the motor
side memory 23 storing the error data 24 is provided in
the motor unit 2 including the motor 21 and the resolver
22, whether to capture the error data 24 is determined
on the basis of the storage of both the memories of the
motor unit 2 and the controlling means 3, and the error
data 24 is automatically captured and stored in the con-
trolling side memory 35 by the controlling means 3. It is
therefore possible to eliminate the trouble of manual op-
eration and occurrence of errors, and correctly and prop-
erly associate the error data 24 of the controlling means
3 with the motor unit 2.
[0039] In particular, the capture determining section
34 determines that the error data 24 is to be captured
when the pieces of error data 24 of the two memories
are different from each other. Then, the error data 24 is
automatically captured only when the capture is neces-
sary, that is, only when the pieces of error data 24 of the
two memories are different from each other. Therefore
unnecessary capture that may occur when the error data
24 is made to be captured automatically can be prevent-
ed.
[0040] Further, both the memories store the identifying
data 25 for identifying the error data 24 stored by both
the memories, respectively, the identifying data 25 being
lower in volume than the error data 24. The capture de-
termining section 34 determines that the error data 24 is
to be captured when these pieces of identifying data 25
are different from each other. Then, because the identi-
fying data 25 is lower in volume than the error data 24,
it is possible to shorten time required to read both the
memories and time required for communication between
the motor unit 2 and the controlling means 3, and shorten
time required to determine whether to capture the error
data 24 automatically.
[0041] Further, when the capture determining section
34 determines whether to capture the error data 24 at
the time of the turning on of power, the error data 24
corresponding correctly to the motor unit 2 is surely
stored in the controlling side memory 35 at the time of
the turning on of power as a stage preceding rotation
control. Therefore rotation control based on an actual
angle erroneously determined using error data 24 not
corresponding correctly to the motor unit 2 can be surely
prevented.
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[0042] One embodiment of the present invention has
been described above. However, the concrete configu-
ration of each part is not limited to the above-described
embodiment.
[0043] For example, while the capture determining
section 34 and the capture performing section 33 are
disposed in the controlling means 3 in the control system
1 for the motor according to the above-described embod-
iment, a capture determining section 134 and a capture
performing section 133 are disposed in a motor unit 12
rather than controlling means 13 (controller) in a control
system 11 for a motor according to another embodiment
shown in FIG. 6. The capture determining section 134
and the capture performing section 133 are implemented
by executing a capture determining and performing
processing routine substantially similar to the capture de-
termining and performing processing routine shown in
FIG. 5 by the CPU 51 of the memory board 5. Incidentally,
the capture determining and performing processing rou-
tine according to an embodiment which routine is shown
in FIG. 5 is different from the capture determining and
performing processing routine according to another em-
bodiment which routine is shown in FIG. 6 in that whether
communication with the controlling means is possible is
determined in the process of A1. Thus, the capture de-
termining section (34 or 134) and the capture performing
section (33 or 133) are preferably disposed in one of the
controlling means (3 or 13) and the motor unit (2 or 12)
as appropriate according to an optimum design.
[0044] It is to be noted that the concrete configuration
of each part is not limited to the above-described embod-
iments alone, but is susceptible of various modifications
without departing from the spirit of the present invention.
[0045] The present application contains subject matter
related to that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Ap-
plication JP 2009-069413 filed in the Japan Patent Office
on March 23, 2009, the entire content of which is hereby
incorporated by reference. A control system for a motor
includes: a motor unit including a motor and a resolver
configured to detect a rotation angle of the motor; and
controlling means for determining an actual angle from
the detected angle detected by the resolver using error
data between the detected angle of the resolver and the
actual angle, and controlling rotation of the motor on a
basis of the determined actual angle, the controlling
means being electrically connected in a replaceable state
to the motor unit; wherein the motor unit includes a motor
side memory configured to store the error data in ad-
vance, the controlling means includes a controlling side
memory configured to store the error data used when the
actual angle is determined, and one of the motor unit and
the controlling means includes a capture determining
section and a capture performing section.

Claims

1. A control system for a motor comprising:

a motor unit including a motor and a resolver
configured to detect a rotation angle of the mo-
tor; and
controlling means for determining an actual an-
gle from the detected angle detected by said re-
solver using error data between the detected an-
gle of said resolver and the actual angle, and
controlling rotation of said motor on a basis of
the determined actual angle, the controlling
means being electrically connected in a replace-
able state to the motor unit;
wherein said motor unit includes a motor side
memory configured to store said error data in
advance,
said controlling means includes a controlling
side memory configured to store said error data
used when the actual angle is determined, and
one of said motor unit and said controlling
means includes
a capture determining section configured to de-
termine whether to capture said error data from
said motor side memory into said controlling side
memory on a basis of storage of both the mem-
ories, and
a capture performing section configured to,
when the capture determining section deter-
mines that the error data is to be captured, cap-
ture the error data in said motor side memory,
and store the error data in said controlling side
memory.

2. The control system for the motor according to claim
1,
wherein said capture determining section deter-
mines that said error data is to be captured when the
pieces of error data of the two memories are different
from each other.

3. The control system for the motor according to claim
1 or claim 2,
wherein the two memories store identifying data for
identifying the pieces of said error data stored by the
two memories, respectively, the identifying data be-
ing lower in volume than said error data, and
said capture determining section determines that
said error data is to be captured when the pieces of
identifying data are different from each other.

4. The control system for the motor according to any
one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said capture determining section deter-
mines whether to capture said error data at a time
of turning on of power.
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