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(54) Cloth bonding apparatus

(57) A bonding machine of a cloth bonding apparatus
includes a belt 27 below a first roller 22 and a nozzle 17.
The bonding machine includes a first pulley 25 below the
first roller 22. The bonding machine includes a second
pulley 28 below the nozzle 17. The belt 27 is crossed
between the first pulley 25 and the second pulley 28. An
adhesive is discharged from the nozzle 17 and adheres
to lower a cloth 152. The belt 27 rotates along with the
rotation of the first pulley 25. An upper cloth 151 and the
lower cloth 152 move from front to back along with the
rotation of the belt 27. The first roller 22 and the belt 27
sandwich the upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152 in
the vertical direction. The upper cloth 151 and the lower
cloth 152 are bonded together with the adhesive.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present invention relates to a cloth bonding
apparatus. More specifically, the present invention re-
lates to a cloth bonding apparatus including a feeding
portion that feeds a cloth.
[0002] A bonding apparatus is directed for bonding
cloths with an adhesive, instead of sewing the cloths with
a needle and a thread. By bonding the cloths with the
adhesive, the bonding apparatus can eliminate uneven-
ness due to the thread that may be formed in the cloth
surfaces when the cloths are sewn with the thread. The
cloth surfaces processed by the bonding apparatus are
smooth. Thus, the bonding apparatus is capable of man-
ufacturing clothes and the like which are free from dis-
comfort caused by unevenness.
[0003] The bonding apparatus heats an adhesive to
be liquid and discharges a liquid adhesive from a nozzle.
The adhesive discharged from the nozzle adheres onto
one of cloths. The worker then places another cloth onto
top of the cloth on which the adhesive has been applied.
The bonding apparatus presses the cloths in a pressu-
rized manner. The cloths are thus bonded together..
[0004] The bonding apparatus may need to discharge
an adhesive onto an end of one cloth and bond the end
with an end of another cloth. For example, with the ap-
paratus described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2002-104318, a roller is provided
opposite to an adherend relative to a nozzle. The adher-
end is a paper band. A pullout device feeds the paper
band. The apparatus can discharge an adhesive onto an
end of the paper band.

SUMMARY

[0005] However, the above-described apparatus ad-
ditionally needs the pullout device that feeds the paper
band, and a pressing device that bonds the adhesive-
applied paper band to a paper box. Therefore, it is difficult
for the apparatus to discharge an adhesive onto an end
of a cloth and to feed and bond the cloth with another
cloth.
[0006] An object of the present invention is to provide
a cloth bonding apparatus that discharges an adhesive
onto an end of one cloth and feeds and adheres the cloth
to another cloth.
[0007] The cloth bonding apparatus according to the
present invention includes a nozzle through which an ad-
hesive is dischargeable onto a cloth, and a feeding por-
tion that is adapted to feed the cloth, wherein the feeding
portion comprises a first feeding portion that is provided
on a downstream side of the nozzle in a feeding direction
of the cloth and positioned on a first side relative to the
cloth to be fed, a second feeding portion that is provided
opposite to the first feeding portion and positioned on a
second side, the second side being the other side oppo-

site to the first side relative to the cloth, a third feeding
portion that is provided at a nozzle position or at an up-
stream side of the nozzle position in the feeding direction,
the nozzle position being a position on the second side
opposite to the nozzle, a drive portion that drives the sec-
ond feeding portion or the third feeding portion, and a
transmitting portion that transmits a drive force of the
second feeding portion driven by the drive portion to the
third feeding portion, or transmits a drive force of the third
feeding portion driven by the drive portion to the second
feeding portion.
[0008] The first feeding portion feeds the cloth at the
downstream side of the feeding direction relative to the
nozzle. The second feeding portion feeds the cloth at a
position opposite to the first feeding portion. The third
feeding portion feeds the cloth in the vicinity of the nozzle.
Thus, in the cloth bonding apparatus, even if an end of
the cloth arranged at the side in the feeding direction
downstream end of the cloth has not reached the first
feeding portion and the second feeding portion, the third
feeding portion can feed the cloth. The cloth bonding ap-
paratus can discharge the adhesive to the downstream
end of the cloth and bond the downstream end of the
cloth with an end of another layer of cloth.
[0009] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the first feeding
portion may comprise a roller, the second feeding portion
may comprise a first pulley that is provided opposite to
the roller, the third feeding portion may comprise a sec-
ond pulley, and the transmitting portion may comprise a
belt crossed between the first pulley and the second pul-
ley.
[0010] In this case, the belt is provided between the
lower side of the nozzle and the lower side of the roller.
The cloth bonding apparatus drive the at least one of the
first pulley and the second pulley to rotate, thereby con-
tinuously feeding the cloth from the lower side of the noz-
zle toward the lower side of the roller and leading the
cloth to the roller. The cloth bonding apparatus can sand-
wich the cloth with the roller and the belt and press and
bond the cloth with another layer of cloth.
[0011] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the third feeding
portion may further comprise an urging mechanism that
urges the second pulley toward the nozzle, the urging
mechanism may comprise an arm mechanism that rotat-
ably supports the second pulley at an end portion thereof
and swings about a rotary shaft of the first pulley, and a
spring that is connected to the arm mechanism.
[0012] In this case, the cloth bonding apparatus can
press the cloth to the nozzle with a constant force with a
simple configuration. The spring automatically adjusts
the position of the belt even when the thickness of the
cloth has changed. Therefore, the worker may not need
to manually adjust the position of the belt even when the
thickness of the cloth has changed. The arm mechanism
swings about the rotary shaft of the second pulley. A dis-
tance between the first pulley and the second pulley is
always constant. Thus, the first pulley and the second
pulley do not contact each other even when the second
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pulley swings. The swing shaft of the arm mechanism
can be shared with the rotary shaft of the second pulley.
Therefore, the cloth bonding apparatus can be simplified
in its configuration and the cloth bonding apparatus can
thus be made smaller.
[0013] The cloth bonding apparatus may further com-
prise a stopper that restricts the arm mechanism from
swinging to thereby restrict the second pulley from mov-
ing toward the nozzle. In this case, the cloth bonding
apparatus can prevent a failure that the adhesive cannot
be uniformly applied to the cloth due to strong press of
the cloth to the nozzle.
[0014] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the stopper may
adjust a swingable range of the arm mechanism. In this
case, the cloth bonding apparatus can adjust a gap be-
tween the nozzle and the second feeding portion. There-
fore, the worker can easily insert the cloth between the
nozzle and the second feeding portion when starting the
bonding operation.
[0015] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the stopper may
comprise an air cylinder. In this case, the cloth bonding
apparatus can adjust the swingable range of the arm
mechanism by adjusting the air cylinder.
[0016] In the cloth bonding apparatus, a flange may
be provided to at least one of the first pulley and the
second pulley. In this case, the cloth bonding apparatus
can prevent the belt from coming off the pulley.
[0017] In the cloth bonding apparatus, a height of the
flange may be lower than a thickness of the belt crossed
between the first pulley and the second pulley. In this
case, the belt projects outward in the radial direction from
the flange. The belt contacts the cloth. Thus, the cloth
bonding apparatus can reliably feed the cloth by a fric-
tional force between the belt and the cloth.
[0018] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the first feeding
portion may comprise a first roller, the second feeding
portion comprises a second roller that is provided oppo-
site to the first roller, the third feeding portion comprises
a third roller that is provided opposite to the nozzle, the
drive portion drives the second roller to rotate, the trans-
mitting portion comprises a fourth roller that can be ar-
ranged to contact with the second roller and the third
roller, and in a state in which the second roller and the
third roller are in contact with the fourth roller, the drive
portion may drive the second roller to rotate, the second
roller may rotate the fourth roller, and the fourth roller
may rotate the third roller, so that a rotation drive force
of the drive portion may be transmitted to the third roller.
[0019] In this case, the cloth bonding apparatus can
sandwich and feed the cloth by the first roller and the
second roller. The third roller can press the cloth to the
nozzle. The drive portion drives the second roller to ro-
tate, thereby rotating the third roller.
The cloth bonding apparatus can feed the cloth by the
second roller and the third roller. The fourth roller can
transmit a rotation drive force of the second roller to the
third roller.
[0020] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the third feeding

portion may further comprise an urging mechanism that
urges the third roller toward the nozzle, the urging mech-
anism may comprise a first arm mechanism that rotatably
supports the third roller at an end portion thereof and
swings about a rotary shaft of the second roller, and a
spring that is connected to the first arm mechanism.
[0021] In this case, the cloth bonding apparatus can
press the cloth to the nozzle with a constant force with a
simple configuration. The spring automatically adjusts
the position of the third roller even when the thickness of
the cloth has changed.
Therefore, the worker may not need to manually adjust
the position of the third roller even when the thickness of
the cloth has changed. The first arm mechanism swings
about the rotary shaft of the second roller. A distance
between the second roller and the third roller is always
constant. Thus, the second roller and the third roller do
not contact each other even when the third roller swings.
The swing shaft of the first arm mechanism can be shared
with the rotary shaft of the second roller. Therefore the
cloth bonding apparatus can be simplified in its configu-
ration and the cloth bonding apparatus can thus be made
smaller.
[0022] The cloth bonding apparatus may further com-
prise a stopper that restricts the first arm mechanism from
swinging to thereby restrict the third roller from moving
toward the nozzle. In this case, the cloth bonding appa-
ratus can prevent a failure that the adhesive cannot be
uniformly adhered to the cloth due to strong press of the
cloth to the nozzle.
[0023] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the stopper may
adjust a swingable range of the first arm mechanism. In
this case, the cloth bonding apparatus may adjust a gap
between the nozzle and the third roller. Therefore, the
worker can easily insert the cloth between the nozzle and
the third roller when starting the bonding operation.
[0024] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the stopper may
comprise an air cylinder The cloth bonding apparatus
can adjust the swingable range of the first arm mecha-
nism by adjusting the air cylinder.
[0025] In the cloth bonding apparatus, the transmitting
portion may comprise a second arm mechanism that ro-
tatably supports the fourth roller at an end portion thereof
and swings about the rotary shaft of the second roller. In
this case, the second roller can drive the fourth roller to
rotate. The cloth bonding apparatus can switch a contact
state and a non-contact state for the fourth roller and the
third roller.
Therefore, the cloth bonding apparatus can switch a ro-
tation state and a non-rotation state for the third roller.
[0026] The cloth bonding apparatus may further com-
prise a moving portion that moves the second arm mech-
anism to a position where the third roller and the fourth
roller contact each other and to a position where the third
roller and the fourth roller do not contact each other. In
this case, the moving portion can switch the rotation state
and the non-rotation state for the third roller.

3 4 



EP 2 233 279 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]

Fig. 1 is an upper front perspective view of a cloth
bonding apparatus 1;
Fig. 2 is an upper front perspective view of a bonding
machine 2;
Fig. 3 is a front view of the bonding machine 2;
Fig. 4 is a left side view of the bonding machine 2;
Fig. 5 is an upper front perspective view of an inner
configuration of the bonding machine 2;
Fig. 6 is an upper rear perspective view of the vicinity
of a lower feeding portion 37;
Fig. 7 is a left side view of the vicinity of the lower
feeding portion 37;
Fig. 8 is a front view of the vicinity of the lower feeding
portion 37;
Fig. 9 is a plan view of the vicinity of the lower feeding
portion 37;
Fig. 10 is a sectional view taken along line I-I of Fig. 7;
Fig. 11 is a sectional view taken along line II-II of Fig.
9;
Fig. 12 is a left side view of the vicinity of the lower
feeding portion 37 during a bonding operation;
Fig. 13 is an upper front perspective view of a bond-
ing machine 5;
Fig. 14 is an upper front perspective view of an inner
configuration of the bonding machine 5;
Fig. 15 is an upper rear perspective view of the vi-
cinity of a lower feeding portion 38;
Fig. 16 is an upper rear perspective view of a fourth
roller support portion 280;
Fig. 17 is a left side view of the vicinity of the lower
feeding portion 38;
Fig. 18 is a front view of the vicinity of the lower feed-
ing portion 38;
Fig. 19 is a plan view of the vicinity of the lower feed-
ing portion 38;
Fig. 20 is a sectional view taken along line III-III of
Fig. 19;
Fig. 21 is a sectional view taken along line III-III of
Fig. 19; and
Fig. 22 is a left side view of the vicinity of the lower
feeding portion 38 during the bonding operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0028] A cloth bonding apparatus 1 according to the
present invention will be described below with reference
to the drawings.

<First embodiment>

[0029] A configuration of the cloth bonding apparatus
1 will be described with reference to Figs. 1 to 4. In the
following description, it is defined that the upper side, the
lower side, the right side, the left side, the front face side,

and the back face side of the bonding machine 2 shown
in Fig. 3 are the upper side, the lower side, the right side,
the left side, the front side, and the back side of a bonding
machine 2, respectively.
[0030] An overall configuration of the cloth bonding ap-
paratus 1 will be described with reference to Fig. 1. As
shown in Fig. 1, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 includes
a bonding machine 2 and a table 220. The bonding ma-
chine 2 is fixed to the table 220.
The bonding machine 2 applies an adhesive between
two layers of cloths arranged oppositely, and presses
and feeds the cloths. The two layers of cloths are bonded
together through the above operation of the bonding ma-
chine 2. A configuration of the bonding machine 2 will be
described later in detail.
[0031] The table 220 includes a top board 211, left and
right leg portions 212, 213, left and right support portions
214, 215, and a foot holder 216. The bonding machine
2 is fixed on the top board 211. The top board 211 has
a rectangular plate shape in a plan view, with the right-
and-left direction as its longitudinal direction. The length
of the top board 211 in the right-and-left direction is about
triple the length of the bonding machine 2 in the right-
and-left direction. The length of the top board 211 in the
back-and-forth direction is about twice the length of the
bonding machine 2 in the back-and-forth direction.
[0032] The top board 211 has an operation panel 210
on the right side of a position where the bonding machine
2 is fixed. The operation panel 210 includes a liquid crys-
tal display (LCD) portion 207 and a plurality of keys 209.
The LCD portion 207 displays various items of informa-
tion thereon. The keys 209 are directed for inputting var-
ious items of information. A worker may set various op-
erations of the cloth bonding apparatus 1 by operating
the keys 209 while looking at the LCD portion 207.
[0033] The left leg portion 212 having a plate shape
extends vertically downwards from the left end of the top
board 211, perpendicular to the upper face of the top
board 211. The right leg portion 213 having a plate shape
extends vertically downwards from the right end of the
top board 211, perpendicular to the upper face of the top
board 211. The left support portion 214 is connected to
the lower end of the left leg portion 212. The right support
portion 215 is connected to the lower end of the right leg
portion 213. The left support portion 214 and the right
support portion 215 each are substantially prismatic
members with the back-and-forth direction as a longitu-
dinal direction.
[0034] The foot holder 216 having an elongated plate
shape connects the left support portion 214 and the right
support portion 215 substantially at the centers thereof
in the back-and-forth direction. A pedal 208 is provided
substantially at the center of the foot holder 216 in the
right-and-left direction. The worker may use the pedal
208 to adjust a feed speed of the cloths. A control box 3
is fixed at the lower face of the top board 211. The control
box 3 stores a control substrate having a CPU and the
like mounted thereon. The control box 3 is electrically
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connected to the bonding machine 2, the operation panel
210, and the pedal 208.
[0035] The configuration of the bonding machine 2 will
be described with reference to Figs. 2 to 4. As shown in
Figs. 2 and 3, the bonding machine 2 includes a bed
portion 11, a pillar portion 12, and an arm portion 13. The
bed portion 11 has a substantially rectangular parallele-
piped shape with the right-and-left direction as the lon-
gitudinal direction. The bed portion 11 is fixed on the top
board 211 (see Fig. 1). The pillar portion 12 extends ver-
tically upwards from the right end of the bed portion 11.
The arm portion 13 is connected to the upper end of the
pillar portion 12 and extends leftward from the left side
of the pillar portion 12. The length of the arm portion 13
in the right-and-left direction is about one third of the
length of the bed portion 11 in the right-and-left direction.
[0036] The bed portion 11 includes therein a lower
feeding portion 37 (see Fig. 6), a third motor 93 (see Fig.
5) and the like. The bed portion 11 functions as a base
that supports the pillar portion 12. The pillar portion 12
supports the arm portion 13.
[0037] As shown in Fig. 2, the left end of the arm portion
13 supports a pump casing 14, a storage chamber 18,
and a beam portion 19, from front to back in this order.
The arm portion 13 includes therein a first motor 91 (see
Fig. 5), a second motor 92 (see Fig. 5) and the like. The
first motor 91 drives a gear pump 124 (see Fig. 5).
The second motor 92 drives the first roller 22.
[0038] The pump casing 14 will be described. As
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the pump casing 14 includes a
first pump casing 31 and a second pump casing 32. The
first pump casing 31 is a substantially cubic member. The
first pump casing 31 is fixed on the left side face of the
arm portion 13. The first pump casing 31 includes therein
the gear pump 124 (see Fig. 5) and the like. The gear
pump 124 supplies an appropriate amount of adhesive
to a nozzle 17 with high accuracy. The second pump
casing 32 is a substantially rectangular parallelepiped
member. The second pump casing 32 extends downward
from the left end portion of the lower face of the first pump
casing 31. As shown in Fig. 3, the length of the first pump
casing 31 in the vertical direction is substantially the same
as the length of the arm portion 13 in the vertical direction.
The position of the second pump casing 32 in the right-
and-left direction is substantially the same as the center
position of the bed portion 11 in the right-and-left direc-
tion.
[0039] The second pump casing 32 includes a shaft
portion 45 (see Fig. 3) on its left side. The shaft portion
45 is connected to the right side of an upper end portion
42 of a support portion 16 and swingably supports the
support portion 16 about the shaft portion 45. The pump
casing 14 includes a channel. The channel leads an ad-
hesive from the storage chamber 18 to the gear pump
124.
[0040] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the shape of the
support portion 16 is substantially rectangular parallele-
piped with the vertical direction as the longitudinal direc-

tion. A small gap is present between the lower end portion
44 of the support portion 16 and the bed portion 11. The
support portion 16 includes therein a channel. The chan-
nel leads the adhesive from the pump casing 14 to the
nozzle 17. The support portion 16 includes the nozzle 17
at the lower end portion 44. The nozzle 17 extends left-
ward from the support portion 16. The support portion 16
includes a drive transmitting portion 41 at the upper end
portion 42. The drive transmitting portion 41 supports an
end portion of a movable portion 75 of an air cylinder 24.
[0041] The air cylinder 24 includes air inlet ports. An
intake/exhaust hose (not shown) is connected to the air
inlet ports. The cloth bonding apparatus 1 controls an
intake and an exhaust of a compressed air through the
air inlet ports. The position of a piston inside a body por-
tion 73 of the air cylinder 24 moves in accordance with
the intake and exhaust control. The movable portion 75
is connected to the piston.
Thus, the end portion of the movable portion 75 moves
back and forth along with the movement of the piston.
[0042] The support portion 16 swings back and forth
about the shaft portion 45 along with the back-and-forth
movement of the movable portion 75 of the air cylinder
24. The nozzle 17 moves along with the swing of the
support portion 16 to a position where the cloth bonding
work is performed and to a position where maintenance
is performed.
[0043] The nozzle 17 has a cylindrical shape. The noz-
zle 17 has a discharge port from which the adhesive is
discharged at the bottom. When the worker performs the
cloth bonding work, the discharge port opposes the bed
portion 11. When performing the bonding work, the work-
er inserts the nozzle 17 between the two layers of oppo-
sitely arranged cloths. The gear pump 124 supplies the
adhesive to the nozzle 17 through the channel provided
inside the support portion 16. The nozzle 17 discharges
the adhesive from the discharge port onto the cloth. The
adhesive may be applied on the surface of the lower cloth
positioned below the nozzle 17.
[0044] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the storage chamber
18 has a substantially rectangular parallelepiped shape
with the vertical direction as the longitudinal direction.
The storage chamber 18 extends upward from the left
side of the arm portion 13 and from the back of the pump
casing 14. The storage chamber 18 includes a body por-
tion 46, a cover portion 47, and a cover shaft portion 48.
The shape of the body portion 46 has a bottomed tube
shape having an opening at the top. The cover portion
47 covers the opening at the top of the body portion 46.
The body portion 46 has the cover shaft portion 48 at its
upper end. The cover shaft portion 48 supports the cover
portion 47 in an openable/closable manner. The storage
chamber 18 stores a hot-melt adhesive (not shown) in-
side the body portion 46. The stored adhesive may be
supplied from the storage chamber 18 to the gear pump
124 and to a nozzle 17 as needed. The hot-melt adhesive
melts when heated to a predetermined temperature, and
solidifies at a temperature below the predetermined tem-
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perature.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 2, the beam portion 19 includes
a body portion 51, a spring support portion 53, and a
column portion 52. The body portion 51 is a member ex-
tending horizontally leftward from the rear left end of the
arm portion 13. The length of the body portion 51 in the
right-and-left direction is about one third of the length of
the bed portion 11 in the right-and-left direction. The
spring support portion 53 has a plate shape and extends
horizontally forward from the left end portion of the body
portion 51. The length of the spring support portion 53 in
the back-and-forth direction is about half the length of
the bed portion 11 in the back-and-forth direction. As
shown in Figs. 2 and 4, the column portion 52 extends
obliquely downward from the body portion 51 at about
45 degrees relative to the horizontal plane. There is a
gap between the lower end of the column portion 52 and
the bed portion 11.
[0046] As shown in Fig. 2, the spring support portion
53 has a hole at the front end portion. The spring support
portion 53 supports a shaft portion 61 in a vertically mov-
able manner. The shaft portion 61 is inserted through a
spring 21. The upper end part of the shaft portion 61 is
inserted into the hole of the spring support portion 53.
The column portion 52 has a shaft portion 62 extending
horizontally leftward from the lower end part thereof. The
shaft portion 62 supports a rear end portion of a roller
holding portion 20. The roller holding portion 20 may
swing a front end portion in the vertical direction with the
shaft portion 62 as the center of swing. The body portion
51 is provided with the air cylinder 24 at the right side of
the spring support portion 53.The air cylinder 24 is di-
rected for switching the position of the support portion 16.
[0047] The roller holding portion 20 will be described.
The front end portion of the roller holding portion 20 ro-
tatably supports the first roller 22 having a cylindrical
shape. The first roller 22 is positioned in the vicinity of
the back of the nozzle 17 that extends from the support
portion 16. The roller holding portion 20 includes a shaft
support portion 59 on the upper face at a slightly forward
position from the center. The shaft support portion 59
supports the lower end of the shaft portion 61 inserted
through the spring 21. The spring 21 is interposed be-
tween the spring support portion 53 and the lower end
of the shaft portion 61. The spring 21 urges the shaft
portion 61 downwards, thereby urging the roller holding
portion 20 connected to the shaft portion 61 downwards.
As shown in Fig. 2, the bed portion 11 is provided with a
hole 26 below the first roller 22 and below the nozzle 17.
A part of a belt 27 inside the bed portion 11 slightly
projects upward from the hole 26. The belt 27 moves
from the front of the bonding machine 2 to the back there-
of. The belt 27 feeds the cloths sandwiched between the
belt 27 and the nozzle 17 from front to back.
[0048] The inner configuration of the bonding machine
2 will be described below with reference to Fig. 5. The
bonding machine 2 includes therein the first motor 91,
the second motor 92, the third motor 93, and the like.

[0049] The first motor 91 transmits a rotation drive
force to the gear pump 124 via a rotary shaft 121 thereby
driving the gear pump 124. The gear pump 124 includes
a drive gear 122 and a driven gear 123. The drive gear
122 is fixed at the left end of the rotary shaft 121. The
drive gear 122 rotates along with the rotary shaft 121.
The driven gear 123 meshes with the drive gear 122. The
first motor 91 is positioned inside the arm portion 13 and
to the right side of the portion where the pump casing 14
is connected to the arm portion 13. The rotary shaft 121
extends inside the pump casing 14 leftward from the ro-
tary shaft of the first motor 91. The drive gear 122 and
the driven gear 123 supply an appropriate amount of the
adhesive to the nozzle 17.
[0050] The second motor 92 transmits a rotation drive
force to the first roller 22 via the rotary shafts 126, 127,
128 and belts 129, 130 thereby driving the first roller 22.
The second motor 92 is positioned inside the arm portion
13 and to the right side of the portion where the beam
portion 19 is connected with the arm portion 13. The ro-
tary shaft 126 extends leftward from the rotary shaft of
the second motor 92 and extends through the body por-
tion 51. The left end of the rotary shaft 126 is positioned
inside the column portion 52. The left end of the rotary
shaft 126 supports a pulley. The right end of the rotary
shaft 127 is positioned inside the lower end of the column
portion 52 and the left end of the rotary shaft 127 is po-
sitioned inside the rear end portion of the roller holding
portion 20. The right end and left end of the rotary shaft
127 each support a pulley. The rotary shaft 128 is a rotary
shaft of the first roller 22. The left end of the rotary shaft
128 is positioned inside the front end portion of the roller
holding portion 20 and supports a pulley. The right end
of the rotary shaft 128 projects from the front end portion
and supports the first roller 22. The belt 129 is crossed
between the pulley at the left end of the rotary shaft 126
and the pulley at the right end of the rotary shaft 127
inside the column portion 52. The belt 130 is crossed
between the pulley at the left end of the rotary shaft 127
and the pulley at the left end of the rotary shaft 128 inside
the roller holding portion 20. The first roller 22 rotates
along with the rotation of the second motor 92.
[0051] The third motor 93 transmits a rotation drive
force to a first pulley 25 via a rotary shaft 141 and a belt
142 thereby rotating the first pulley 25. The rotary shaft
141 is a rotary shaft of the first pulley 25. The right end
portion of the rotary shaft 141 extends rightward inside
the bed portion 11 and supports the pulley. The bed por-
tion 11 has a support bed 4 therein. The support bed 4
rotatably supports the rotary shaft 141. The belt 142 is
crossed between a pulley of a rotary shaft of the third
motor 93 and a pulley at the right side of the rotary shaft
141, inside the bed portion 11. The first pulley 25 rotates
along with the rotation of the third motor 93.
[0052] The lower feeding portion 37 will be described
with reference to Figs. 6 to 11. The upper right, the lower
left, the upper left, and the lower right of Fig. 6 correspond
to the front side, the back side, the right side, and the left
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side of the lower feeding portion 37, respectively.
[0053] The lower feeding portion 37 includes the first
pulley 25, a second pulley 28, a pulley support portion
100, the belt 27 and a spring 106 (see Fig. 6). The pulley
support portion 100 rotatably supports the second pulley
28. The belt 27 is a meshed circular belt. The shape of
the first pulley 25 and the second pulley 28 is a cylindrical
shape. The diameter of the first pulley 25 is about four
times as large as the diameter of the second pulley 28.
The first pulley 25 is provided below the first roller 22
(see Fig. 5). The second pulley 28 is provided diagonally
in front of and below the nozzle 17 (see Fig. 5).
[0054] As shown in Figs. 6 and 9, the pulley support
portion 100 includes a left side plate portion 101, a right
side plate portion 111, and an bridging portion 108. The
left side plate portion 101 having a plate shape is posi-
tioned at the left side of the first pulley 25 and the second
pulley 28. The right side plate portion 111 having a plate
shape is positioned at the right side of the first pulley 25
and the second pulley 28.
The bridging portion 108 connects the left side plate por-
tion 101 and the right side plate portion 111.
[0055] As shown in Fig. 6, the left side plate portion
101 includes a first arm portion 102, a ring portion 103,
and a second arm portion 104. The ring portion 103 hav-
ing a circular plate shape is positioned in parallel with the
left end surface of the first pulley 25. The center of the
ring portion 103 is at the same position as the center of
a rotary shaft of the first pulley 25. The diameter of the
ring portion 103 is substantially half the diameter of the
first pulley 25. The ring portion 103 includes a hole at its
center. The rotary shaft 141 of the first pulley 25 is in-
serted into the hole. The second arm portion 104 extends
horizontally backward from the ring portion 103. The first
arm portion 102 extends diagonally in front of the ring
portion 103 at about 45 degrees.
[0056] The right side plate portion 111 opposes the left
side plate portion 101 across the first pulley 25 and the
second pulley 28. The right side plate portion 111 has
substantially the same shape as the left side plate portion
101. The right side plate portion 111 includes a first arm
portion 112, a ring portion 113, and a second arm portion
114. The length of the second arm portion 114 in the
back-and-forth direction is slightly longer than the length
of the second arm portion 104 in the back-and-forth di-
rection. The ring portion 113 includes a hole at its center.
The rotary shaft 141 of the first pulley 25 is inserted into
the hole.
[0057] The first arm portion 102 and the first arm por-
tion 112 have a hole at their end portion, respectively.
The rotary shaft of the second pulley 28 is inserted into
these holes. The first arm portion 102 and the first arm
portion 112 rotatably support the second pulley 28. A
distance between the first pulley 25 and the second pulley
28 is always constant. The bridging portion 108 extends
rightward from the end portion of the second arm portion
104 and is connected to the second arm portion 114.
[0058] As shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the belt 27 is crossed

between the first pulley 25 and the second pulley 28. The
belt 27 rotates along with the rotation of the first pulley 25.
[0059] An air cylinder 105 is provided below the bridg-
ing portion 108. A movable portion 58 of the air cylinder
105 moves in the vertical direction. The movable portion
58 can abut against the bridging portion 108. Fig. 6 shows
a state in which the movable portion 58 has moved down-
ward. The air cylinder 105 includes an air inlet port. An
intake/exhaust hose (not shown) is connected to the air
inlet port.
The cloth bonding apparatus 1 controls an intake and an
exhaust of a compressed air through the air inlet port.
The position of a piston inside the air cylinder 105 moves
in accordance with the intake and exhaust control. The
movable portion 58 is connected to the piston. Thus, the
movable portion 58 vertically moves along with the move-
ment of the piston.
[0060] A stopper 107 is provided below the second arm
portion 114. The stopper 107 has a bar shape with the
vertical direction as the longitudinal direction. The stop-
per 107 extends vertically upwards from the support bed
4. The stopper 107 can change the length in the vertical
direction. The stopper 107 can abut against the rear end
portion of the second arm portion 114.
[0061] As shown in Fig. 6, a spring 106 is provided in
front of the stopper 107. The lower end portion of the
spring 106 is connected to the support bed 4. The upper
end portion of the spring 106 is connected to the right
side of the second arm portion 114 and to substantially
the center portion of the second arm portion 114 in the
back-and-forth direction. The spring 106 pulls the second
arm portion 114 downward. The pulley support portion
100 swings about the rotary shaft 141. The first arm por-
tion 102 and the first arm portion 112 are raised due to
the urging force of the spring 106. Consequently, the sec-
ond pulley 28 moves upward.
[0062] As shown in Figs. 7 and 8, a part of the belt 27
slightly projects upward from the hole 26 (see Fig. 2) of
the bed portion 11. The belt 27 is crossed between the
first pulley 25 and the first roller 22. The movable portion
58 moves in the vertical direction and adjusts a swingable
range of the pulley support portion 100. By changing the
length of the stopper 107 in the vertical direction, the
swingable range of the pulley support portion 100 can be
adjusted. Thus, the movable portion 58 and the stopper
107 can adjust an amount of upward movement of the
belt 27.
[0063] The first pulley 25 and the second pulley 28 will
be described. As shown in Fig. 10, the first pulley 25
includes flanges 34 and 35. The flange 34 extends radi-
ally outward from the right end portion of a peripheral
wall surface of a cylindrical portion 33 of the first pulley
25. The flange 35 extends radially outward from the left
end portion of the peripheral wall surface of the cylindrical
portion 33 of the first pulley 25. The belt 27 contacts the
cylindrical portion 33 of the first pulley 25. The flanges
34 and 35 sandwich the belt 27 from left to right sides.
Therefore, the belt 27 does not come off the first pulley
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25 even when the first pulley 25 is driven to rotate.
[0064] The height length in the radial direction of the
flanges 34 and 35 is lower than the thickness of the belt
27 crossed on the first pulley 25. Accordingly, the belt 27
projects outward in the radial direction from the end por-
tions of the flanges 34 and 35. Thus, when the belt 27
feeds the cloths, the belt 27 contacts the cloths, but the
flanges 34 and 35 do not contact the cloths. Consequent-
ly, the belt 27 can reliably feed the cloths by a frictional
force on the cloths.
[0065] As shown in Fig. 9, the second pulley 28 in-
cludes flanges 61 and 62. The flange 61 extends radially
outward from the right end portion of a peripheral wall
surface of a cylindrical portion 60 (see Fig. 11) of the
second pulley 28. The flange 62 extends radially outward
from the left end portion of the peripheral wall surface of
the cylindrical portion 60 of the second pulley 28. The
belt 27 contacts the cylindrical portion 60 of the second
pulley 28 and is sandwiched between the flange 61 and
the flange 62. Therefore, the belt 27 does not come off
the second pulley 28 even when the second pulley 28 is
driven to rotate.
[0066] The height length in the radial direction of the
flanges 61 and 62 is lower than the thickness of the belt
27 crossed on the second pulley 28. Accordingly, the belt
27 projects outward in the radial direction from the end
portions of the flanges 61 and 62. Therefore, when the
belt 27 feeds the cloths, the belt 27 contacts the cloths,
but the flanges 61 and 62 do not. Consequently, the belt
27 can reliably feed the cloths by a frictional force on the
cloths.
[0067] As shown in Fig. 11, the first pulley 25 includes
meshes on the peripheral wall surface of the cylindrical
portion 33. The second pulley 28 includes meshes on
the peripheral wall surface of the cylindrical portion 60.
The meshes on the internal side surface of the belt 27
are meshed with the meshes of the first pulley 25 and
the second pulley 28.
[0068] The first pulley 25 rotates along with the rotation
of the rotary shaft 141.
The belt 27 rotates along with the rotation of the first
pulley 25. The meshes of the belt 27 are meshed with
the meshes of the first pulley 25 so that the belt 27 does
not slip against the first pulley 25. Thus, the first pulley
25 can feed the cloths at a desired movement speed.
[0069] In the present embodiment, the belt 27 is a
meshed belt. The meshes of the first pulley 25 and the
second pulley 28 are meshed with the meshes of the belt
27. However, the present invention is not limited to this
configuration. The belt 27, the first pulley 25 and the sec-
ond pulley 28 may not include the meshes.
[0070] The way an upper cloth 151 and a lower cloth
152 are bonded with each other during the bonding op-
eration will be described with reference to Fig. 12. First,
the worker places the lower cloth 152 between the nozzle
17 and the belt 27 that slightly projects upward from the
hole 26 (see Fig. 2). The worker then places the upper
cloth 151 on the lower cloth 152.

[0071] The worker steps on and presses down the ped-
al 208 (see Fig. 1). The gear pump 124 rotates. The ad-
hesive flows through the channel and is discharged from
the discharge port of the nozzle 17. The adhesive ad-
heres onto the lower cloth 152. The first pulley 25 rotates.
The belt 27 crossed between the first pulley 25 and the
second pulley 28 rotates. Therefore, the lower cloth 152
on the belt 27 is moved from front to back.
[0072] The upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152
reach the position below the rotating first roller 22. The
first roller 22 and the belt 27 sandwich and press the
upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152 in the vertical
direction. The upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152
are bonded with each other by the adhesive. The first
roller 22 and the belt 27 each rotate. Consequently, the
upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152 are fed from front
to back.
[0073] The spring 106 urges the second arm portion
114 downward. Therefore, the second pulley 28 moves
upward. The belt 27 crossed on the second pulley 28
presses the lower cloth 152 to the nozzle 17. The position
of the second pulley 28 in the vertical direction changes
in accordance with the thickness of the lower cloth 152.
When the thickness of the cloth is large, the amount of
downward movement of the second pulley 28 is large.
When the thickness of the cloth is small, the amount of
downward movement of the second pulley 28 is small.
Therefore, the second pulley 28 presses the lower cloth
152 to the nozzle 17 with a constant force.
[0074] As the second pulley 28 moves upward, the
bridging portion 108 (refer to Fig.6) and the second arm
portion 114 move downward. The second arm portion
114 contacts the stopper 107. The stopper 107 supports
the second arm portion 114 from below. Therefore, the
second pulley 28 does not move upward beyond a pre-
determined limit.
[0075] The amount of adhesive discharged from the
nozzle 17 changes in accordance with the positional re-
lationship between the nozzle 17 and the lower cloth 152.
When a gap between the nozzle 17 and the lower cloth
152 is large, the adhesive is discharged from the nozzle
17 in more than an appropriate amount. When the lower
cloth 152 is strongly pressed to the nozzle 17, the adhe-
sive is not discharged from the nozzle 17. In the cloth
bonding apparatus 1, the second pulley 28 presses the
lower cloth 152 to the nozzle 17 with an optimum amount
of force. As a result, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can
discharge an appropriate amount of adhesive to the lower
cloth 152.
[0076] The worker may use the air cylinder 105 and
the stopper 107 as follows.
The worker adjusts the position of the end portion of the
stopper 107 in the vertical direction beforehand ,in ac-
cordance with the thickness of the cloths to be bonded.
The worker starts the bonding operation. When bonding
thick cloths, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 may control
the air cylinder 105 to adjust the position of the movable
portion 58, and moves the belt 27 downward. Thus, the
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cloth bonding apparatus 1 can press the lower cloth 152
to the nozzle 17 with a constant force.
[0077] As described above, in the first embodiment,
the belt 27 is provided between below the nozzle 17 and
below the first roller 22. The belt 27 can feed the cloths
backward from around the nozzle 17 and lead the cloths
to the first roller 22.
Therefore, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can feed the
cloths in a state in which the end portion arranged at the
most downstream side in the cloth feeding direction is
positioned below the nozzle 17. The cloth bonding ap-
paratus 1 can discharge an adhesive to the end portion
arranged at the most downstream side in the cloth feed-
ing direction and bond the cloths. The belt 27 can con-
tinuously feed the cloths from around the nozzle 17 to
around the first roller 22.
[0078] The spring 106 urges the second pulley 28 up-
ward. Thus, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can urge the
belt 27 toward the nozzle 17 with a constant force with a
simple configuration. The spring 106 can press the lower
cloth 152 to the nozzle 17 with a constant force even
when the thickness of the lower cloth 152 has changed.
Consequently, the worker does not need to adjust the
position of the nozzle 17.
[0079] The center of swing of the pulley support portion
100 is the same as the center of rotation of the first pulley
25. Thus, the distance between the first pulley 25 and
the second pulley 28 is always constant. Thus, the first
pulley 25 does not contact the second pulley 28 even
when the second pulley 28 swings. The rotary shaft of
the first pulley 25 can be shared with the swing shaft of
the pulley support portion 100. Therefore, the cloth bond-
ing apparatus 1 can be simplified in its configuration and
the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can thus be made smaller.
[0080] The second motor 92 that drives the first roller
22 of Fig. 5 corresponds to the "drive portion" of the
present invention. The pulley support portion 100 of Fig.
6 corresponds to the "arm mechanism" of the present
invention, the spring 106 corresponds to the "spring" of
the present invention, and the pulley support portion 100
and the spring 106 correspond to the "biasing mecha-
nism" of the present invention. The air cylinder 105 and
the stopper 107 of Fig. 6 correspond to the "stopper" of
the present invention.
[0081] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described first embodiment and can be variously
modified. In the first embodiment described above, the
second pulley 28 is provided diagonally in front of and
below the nozzle 17. The present invention is not limited
to this configuration. The second pulley 28 may be pro-
vided at least at the upstream side of the cloth feeding
direction relative to the nozzle 17.
The second pulley 28 may be provided directly below the
nozzle 17. The second pulley 28 may be provided at the
upstream side of the cloth feeding direction as compared
with the first embodiment. In the first embodiment de-
scribed above, Both the first pulley 25 and the second
pulley 28 include flanges. The present invention is not

limited to this configuration. At least one of the first pulley
25 and the second pulley may include the flanges.

<Second embodiment>

[0082] A second embodiment will be described. A con-
figuration of a bonding machine 5 will be described with
reference to Fig. 13. As shown in Fig. 13, the bed portion
11 is provided with a hole 23 below the first roller 22. A
part of a second roller 232 (see Fig, 15) inside the bed
portion 11 slightly projects upward from the hole 23. The
second roller 232 rotates with the first roller 22. The first
roller 22 and the second roller 232 feed the cloths sand-
wiched between the rollers 22 and 232 from front to back.
[0083] The bed portion 11 is provided with a hole 29
below the nozzle 17. A part of a third roller 233 (see Fig.
15) inside the bed portion 11 slightly projects upward
from the hole 29. The third roller 233 rotates to feed the
cloths sandwiched between the nozzle 17 and the third
roller 233 from front to back. The third roller 233 urges
the cloth upward.
[0084] The internal configuration of the bonding ma-
chine 5 will be described with reference to Figs. 14 to 19.
The bonding machine 5 includes a lower feeding portion
38. The front face side, the back face side, the right side
and the left side of Fig. 17 correspond to the left side, the
right side, the front side and the back side of the lower
feeding portion 38, respectively.
[0085] As shown in Figs. 14 and 15, the lower feeding
portion 38 includes the second roller 232, the third roller
233, a fourth roller 234, a third roller support portion 230,
a fourth roller support portion 280 and a spring 256. The
third roller support portion 230 supports the third roller
233. The fourth roller support portion 280 supports the
fourth roller 234. The shape of the second roller 232, the
third roller 233 and the fourth roller 234 is cylindrical. The
diameter of the second roller 232 is about four times as
large as the diameter of the third roller 233. The diameter
of the fourth roller 234 is substantially the same as the
diameter of the third roller 233. The second roller 232 is
provided below the first roller 22. The third roller 233 is
provided below the nozzle 17. The fourth roller 234 is
provided below the third roller 233.
[0086] As shown in Fig. 15, the fourth roller support
portion 280 sandwiches the second roller 232 from left
to right. The third roller support portion 230 sandwiches
the fourth roller support portion 280 from left to right. The
spring 256 is connected to the third roller support portion
230. A stopper 257, an air cylinder 255 and an air cylinder
291 (see Fig. 17) are provided below the lower feeding
portion 38.
[0087] The third roller support portion 230 will be de-
scribed. As shown in Figs. 15 and 19, the third roller sup-
port portion 230 includes a left side plate portion 241, a
right side plate portion 251 and an bridging portion 246.
The left side plate portion 241 having a plate shape is
positioned at the left side of the second roller 232 and
the third roller 233. The right side plate portion 251 having
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a plate shape is positioned at the right side of the second
roller 232 and the third roller 233. The bridging portion
246 connects the left side plate portion 241 and the right
side plate portion 251.
[0088] As shown in Fig. 15, the left side plate portion
241 includes a first arm portion 242, a ring portion 243
and a second arm portion 244. The ring portion 243 hav-
ing a circular plate shape is positioned in parallel with the
left side of a ring portion 262 (see Fig. 16, described later)
of the fourth roller support portion 280. The center of the
ring portion 243 is at the same position as the center of
the rotary shaft of the second roller 232. The diameter of
the ring portion 243 is substantially half the diameter of
the second roller 232. The ring portion 243 includes a
hole at its center. The rotary shaft 141 of the second roller
232 is inserted into the hole. The second arm portion 244
extends horizontally behind the ring portion 243. The first
arm portion 242 extends diagonally in front of the ring
portion 243 at about 45 degrees.
[0089] The right side plate portion 251 has substan-
tially the same shape as the left side plate portion 241.
The right side plate portion 251 includes a first arm portion
252, a ring portion 253 and a second arm portion 254.
The ring portion 253 is positioned in parallel with the right
side of the ring portion 272 (see Fig. 16, described later)
of the fourth roller support portion 280. The length of the
second arm portion 254 in the back-and-forth direction
is slightly longer than the length of the second arm portion
244 in the back-and-forth direction. The ring portion 253
includes a hole at its center. The rotary shaft 141 of the
second roller 232 is inserted into the hole.
The second arm portion 254 extends horizontally back-
ward from the ring portion 253. The first arm portion 252
extends diagonally in front of the ring portion 253 at about
45 degrees.
[0090] The first arm portion 242 and the first arm por-
tion 252 have a hole at their end portion, respectively.
The rotary shaft of the third roller 233 is inserted into
these holes. The first arm portion 242 and the first arm
portion 252 rotatably support the third roller 233. A dis-
tance between the third roller 233 and the second roller
232 is always constant. The bridging portion 246 extends
rightward from the end portion of the second arm portion
244 and is connected to the second arm portion 254.
[0091] The air cylinder 255 is provided below the bridg-
ing portion 246. A movable portion 59 of the air cylinder
255 moves in the vertical direction. The movable portion
59 can abut against the bridging portion 246. The air cyl-
inder 255 includes an air inlet port. An intake/exhaust
hose (not shown) is connected to the air inlet port. The
cloth bonding apparatus 1 controls an intake and an ex-
haust of a compressed air through the air inlet port. The
position of a piston inside the air cylinder 255 moves in
accordance with the intake and exhaust control. The
movable portion 59 is connected to the piston. Therefore,
the movable portion 59 vertically moves along with the
movement of the piston.
[0092] The stopper 257 is provided below the second

arm portion 254. The stopper 257 has a bar shape with
the vertical direction as the longitudinal direction. The
stopper 257 extends vertically upward from the support
bed 4. The stopper 257 can change the length in the
vertical direction. The stopper 257 can abut the rear end
portion of the second arm portion 254. The spring 256 is
provided in front of the stopper 257. The lower end portion
of the spring 256 is connected to the support bed 4. The
upper end portion of the spring 256 is connected to the
right side of the second arm portion 254 and to substan-
tially the center portion of the second arm portion 254 in
the back-and-forth direction. The spring 256 pulls the
second arm portion 254 downward. The third roller sup-
port portion 230 swings about the rotary shaft 141. The
first arm portion 242 and the first arm portion 252 rise
based on the biasing of the spring 256. The third roller
233 is raised as the third roller support portion 230
swings. As a result, the third roller 233 moves upward.
[0093] The movable portion 59 moves in the vertical
direction and adjusts a swingable range of the third roller
support portion 230. By changing the length of the stop-
per 257 in the vertical direction, a swingable range of the
third roller support portion 230 can be adjusted. Thus,
the movable portion 59 and the stopper 257 can adjust
an amount of upward movement of the third roller 233.
[0094] As shown in Fig. 14, the third motor 93 transmits
a rotation drive force to the second roller 232 via the
rotary shaft 141 and the belt 142 to rotate the second
roller 232. The right end portion of the rotary shaft 141
extends rightward inside the bed portion 11 and supports
the pulley. The support bed 4 rotatably supports the rotary
shaft 141. The belt 142 is crossed between the pulley of
the rotary shaft of the third motor 93 and the pulley at the
right side of the rotary shaft 141, inside the bed portion
11. The second roller 232 rotates along with the rotation
of the third motor 93.
[0095] The fourth roller support portion 280 will be de-
scribed. As shown in Figs. 16, the fourth roller support
portion 280 includes a left side plate portion 261, a right
side plate portion 271, a movement arm portion 274 and
an bridging portion 264.
The left side plate portion 261 having a plate shape is
positioned at the left side of the second roller 232 (see
Fig. 15) and the fourth roller 234. The right side plate
portion 271 having a plate portion is positioned at the
right side of the second roller 232 and the fourth roller 234.
[0096] As shown in Fig. 16, the left side plate portion
261 includes a ring portion 262 and a support arm portion
263. The ring portion 262 having a circular plate shape
is positioned in parallel with the left side of the second
roller 232 (see Fig. 15). The center of the ring portion 262
is at the same position as the center of the rotary shaft
of the second roller 232. The diameter of the ring portion
262 is substantially the same as the diameter of the ring
portion 243 (see Fig. 15). The ring portion 262 includes
a hole at its center. The rotary shaft 141 (see Fig. 15) of
the second roller 232 is inserted into the hole. The support
arm portion 263 extends horizontally forward from the
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ring portion 262.
[0097] The right side plate portion 271 has substan-
tially the same shape as the left side plate portion 261.
The right side plate portion 271 includes a ring portion
272 and a support arm portion 273. The ring portion 272
is positioned in parallel with the right side of the second
roller 232. The ring potion 272 includes a hole at its cent-
er. The rotary shaft 141 (see Fig. 15) of the second roller
232 is inserted into the hole.
[0098] The support arm portion 263 and the support
arm portion 273 have a hole at top of their end portion,
respectively. The rotary shaft of the fourth roller 234 is
inserted into these holes. The fourth roller 234 is in con-
tact with the second roller 232 (see Fig. 15). Thus, the
fourth roller 234 rotates along with the rotation of the sec-
ond roller 232. The bridging portion 264 extends right-
ward from the end portion of the support arm portion 263
and is connected to the end portion of the support arm
portion 273.
[0099] The movement arm portion 274 extends down-
ward from the ring portion 272. A bar portion 275 extends
leftward from the lower end portion of the movement arm
portion 274.
[0100] As shown in Figs. 17 and 18, an air cylinder 291
is provided diagonally in front of and below the lower
feeding portion 38. A movable portion 292 of the air cyl-
inder 291 moves in the back-and-forth direction. The air
cylinder 291 includes an air inlet port. An intake/exhaust
hose (not shown ) is connected to the air inlet port. The
cloth bonding apparatus 1 controls an intake and an ex-
haust of a compressed air through the air inlet port. The
position of a piston inside the air cylinder 291 moves in
accordance with the intake and exhaust control. The
movable portion 292 is connected to the piston. Thus,
the movable portion 292 moves in the back-and-forth di-
rection along with the movement of the piston.
[0101] An engaging portion 293 is connected to the
end portion of the movable portion 292. The engaging
portion 293 is substantially rectangular parallelepiped.
The engaging portion 293 includes a groove extending
in the right-and-left direction at its upper surface. The bar
portion 275 is positioned within the groove. The engaging
portion 293 moves along with the movement of the mov-
able portion 292.
The bar portion 275 moves in the back-and-forth direction
along with the movement of the engaging portion 293.
The fourth roller support portion 280 swings about the
rotary shaft 141 (see Fig.15) as the bar portion 275
moves. The fourth roller 234 moves in the vertical direc-
tion as the fourth roller support portion 280 swings.
[0102] The positional relationship of the rollers 232 to
234 will be described with reference to Figs. 20 and 21.
When the engaging portion 293 moves backward, the
bar portion 275 moves backward. As shown in Fig. 20,
when the bar portion 275 moves backward, the fourth
roller support portion 280 swings and the fourth roller 234
moves downward. The third roller 233 and the fourth roller
234 separate from each other. Thus, even when the sec-

ond roller 232 rotates, the rotation drive force of the sec-
ond roller 232 is not transmitted to the third roller 233 via
the fourth roller 234.
[0103] When the engaging portion 293 moves forward,
the bar portion 275 moves forward. As shown in Fig. 21,
when the bar portion 275 moves forward, the fourth roller
support portion 280 swings and the fourth roller 234
swings upward. The third roller 233 and the fourth roller
234 contact each other. Thus, when the second roller
232 rotates, the rotation drive force of the second roller
232 is transmitted to the third roller 233 via the fourth
roller 234. Thus, the third roller 233 rotates.
[0104] The fourth roller 234 rotates in a direction re-
verse to the rotation direction of the second roller 232.
The third roller 233 rotates in a direction reverse to the
rotation direction of the fourth roller 234. Thus, the second
roller 232 and the third roller 233 rotate in the same di-
rection. The second roller 232 and the third roller 233
can feed the cloth in the same direction.
[0105] An operation of the bonding machine 5 during
the bonding operation will be described. The worker plac-
es the lower cloth 152 between the nozzle 17 and the
third roller 233 that projects from the hole 29 (see Fig.
13). The cloth bonding apparatus 1 moves the engaging
portion 293 backward. The third roller 233 and the fourth
roller 234 separate from each other. The third roller 233
can freely rotate. Therefore, the worker can easily insert
the lower cloth 152 between the third roller 233 and the
nozzle 17. The worker places the upper cloth 151 on the
lower cloth 152. The lower cloth 152 and the upper cloth
151 oppose the nozzle 17, respectively.
[0106] The third roller 233 moves upward with the urg-
ing force of the spring 256. The third roller 233 presses
the lower cloth 152 to the nozzle 17. The position of the
third roller 233 in the vertical direction changes in accord-
ance with the thickness of the lower cloth 152. The third
roller 233 largely moves downward when the thickness
of the cloth is large. The third roller 233 slightly moves
downward when the thickness of the cloth is small. Thus,
the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can always press the lower
cloth 152 to the nozzle 17 with a constant force.
[0107] The second arm portion 254 (see Fig. 15) con-
tacts the stopper 257 when the third roller 233 moves
upward by a predetermined amount. The bridging portion
246 (see Fig. 15) contacts the movable portion 59 when
the third roller 233 moves upward by a predetermined
amount. Thus, the stopper 257 or the movable portion
59 supports the third roller support portion 230. Thus, the
third roller 233 does not move upward beyond a prede-
termined limit.
[0108] As shown in Fig. 22, the fourth roller 234 moves
upward when the engaging portion 293 moves forward.
The fourth roller 234 contacts the third roller 233.
When the worker steps on and presses down the pedal
208 (see Fig. 1), the gear pump 124 (see Fig. 5) rotates.
Thus, the adhesive is discharged from the nozzle 17 via
the channel. The adhesive adheres to the lower cloth
152. The first roller 22 and the second roller 232 rotate
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along with the rotations of the second motor 92 and the
third motor 93. The fourth roller 234 transmits the rotation
drive force of the second roller 232 to the third roller 233.
Thus, the third roller 233 also rotates. The third roller 233
feeds the lower cloth 152 placed between the third roller
233 and the nozzle 17 from front to back. The third roller
233 can feed the lower cloth 152 even when the down-
stream sides of the upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth
152 have not reached the first roller 22 and the second
roller 232. Thus, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can dis-
charge the adhesive to the downstream sides of the lower
cloth 152.
[0109] The upper cloth 151 and the lower cloth 152 fed
the third roller 233 reaches the positions of the first roller
22 and the second roller 232. The first roller 22 and the
second roller 232 press the upper cloth 151 and the lower
cloth 152 in the vertical direction so that the upper cloth
151 and the lower cloth 152 are bonded together.
The second roller 232 rotates in the same direction as
the third roller 233 (in the direction in which the cloth is
fed backward). Thus, the upper cloth 151 and the lower
cloth 152 move from front to back.
[0110] As described above, in the second embodi-
ment, the bonding machine 5 includes the fourth roller
234. The fourth roller 234 transmits the rotation drive
force of the second roller 232 to the third roller 233. Thus,
the third roller 233 can feed the cloth. The third roller 233
can feed the cloth backward even when the end portion
arranged at the most downstream side in the cloth feed-
ing direction has not reached both the rollers 22 and 232.
Thus, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can discharge the
adhesive to adhere to an end of a cloth.
[0111] The third roller support portion 230 pulls the
third roller 233 upward with a urging force of the spring
256. Therefore, the cloth bonding apparatus 1 can press
the cloth to the nozzle 17 with a constant force with a
simple configuration. The worker may not need to adjust
the position of the nozzle 17 even when the thickness of
the cloth has changed.
[0112] The position of the center of swing of the third
roller support portion 230 is at the position of the center
of rotation of the second roller 232. Thus, the second
roller 232 and the third roller 233 do not contact each
other even when the third roller 233 swings. The position
of the center of rotation of the second roller 232 can be
shared with the swing shaft of the third roller support por-
tion 230. Thus, the configuration of the bonding machine
5 can be simplified and the bonding machine 5 can thus
be made smaller.
[0113] The bonding machine 5 adjusts the position of
the movable portion 59 thereby adjusting a gap between
the nozzle 17 and the third roller 233. The bonding ma-
chine 5 adjusts the length of the stopper thereby adjusting
the gap between the nozzle 17 and the third roller 233.
Therefore, the worker can easily insert the cloth between
the nozzle 17 and the third roller 233.
[0114] The third motor 93 that rotates the second roller
232 of Fig. 14 corresponds to the "drive portion" of the

present invention. The third roller support portion 230 of
Fig. 15 corresponds to the "first arm mechanism" of the
present invention, the spring 256 corresponds to the
"spring" of the present invention, and the third roller sup-
port portion 230 and the spring 256 correspond to the
"biasing mechanism" of the present invention. The stop-
per 257 and the air cylinder 255 of Fig. 15 correspond to
the "stopper" of the present invention. The fourth roller
support portion 280 of Fig. 16 corresponds to the "second
arm mechanism" of the present invention. The fourth roll-
er 234 and the fourth roller support portion 280 of Fig. 16
correspond to the "transmitting portion" of the present
invention. The air cylinder 291 of Fig. 17 corresponds to
the "moving portion" of the present invention.
[0115] Examples in which the cloth bonding apparatus
bonds separate pieces of cloths together are given in the
above-described embodiment and the modified embod-
iment. However, the cloth bonding apparatus may bond
folded portions of one folded cloth.
In other words, the cloth bonding apparatus may bond
two layers of cloth(s).

Claims

1. A cloth bonding apparatus, comprising:

a nozzle (17) through which an adhesive is dis-
chargeable onto a cloth (153); and
a feeding portion that is adapted to feed the
cloth,
wherein the feeding portion comprises:

a first feeding portion (22) that is provided
on a downstream side of the nozzle in a
feeding direction of the cloth and positioned
on a first side relative to the cloth to be fed;
a second feeding portion (25,232) that is
provided opposite to the first feeding portion
and positioned on a second side, the sec-
ond side being the other side opposite to
the first side relative to the cloth;
a third feeding portion (28,233) that is pro-
vided at a nozzle position or at an upstream
side of the nozzle position in the feeding di-
rection, the nozzle position being a position
on the second side opposite to the nozzle;
a drive portion (93) that drives the second
feeding portion or the third feeding portion;
and
a transmitting portion (27,234) that trans-
mits a drive force of the second feeding por-
tion driven by the drive portion to the third
feeding portion, or transmits a drive force of
the third feeding portion driven by the drive
portion to the second feeding portion.

2. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 1,
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wherein:

the first feeding portion comprises a roller (22);
the second feeding portion comprises a first pul-
ley (25) that is provided opposite to the roller;
the third feeding portion comprises a second pul-
ley (28); and
the transmitting portion comprises a belt (27)
crossed between the first pulley and the second
pulley.

3. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein:

the third feeding portion further comprises an
urging mechanism (100,106) that urges the sec-
ond pulley toward the nozzle,
the urging mechanism comprises:

an arm mechanism (100) that rotatably sup-
ports the second pulley at an end portion
thereof and swings about a rotary shaft
(141) of the first pulley; and
a spring (106) that is connected to the arm
mechanism.

4. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 2 or
3, further comprising a stopper (105) that restricts
the arm mechanism from swinging to thereby restrict
the second pulley from moving toward the nozzle.

5. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the stopper can adjust a swingable range
of the arm mechanism.

6. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the stopper comprises an air cylinder (105).

7. The cloth bonding apparatus according to any one
of claims 2 to 6, wherein a flange (34, 35) is provided
to at least one of the first pulley and the second pul-
ley.

8. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein a height of the flange is lower than a thick-
ness of the belt crossed between the first pulley and
the second pulley.

9. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

the first feeding portion comprises a first roller
(22);
the second feeding portion comprises a second
roller (232) that is provided opposite to the first
roller;
the third feeding portion comprises a third roller
(233) that is provided opposite to the nozzle;

the drive portion drives the second roller to ro-
tate;
the transmitting portion comprises a fourth roller
(234) that can be arranged to contact with the
second roller and the third roller; and
in a state in which the second roller and the third
roller are in contact with the fourth roller, the
drive portion drives the second roller to rotate,
the second roller rotates the fourth roller, and
the fourth roller rotates the third roller, so that a
rotation drive force of the drive portion is trans-
mitted to the third roller.

10. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein:

the third feeding portion further comprises an
urging mechanism (230,256) that urges the third
roller toward the nozzle,
the urging mechanism comprises:

a first arm mechanism (230) that rotatably
supports the third roller at an end portion
thereof and swings about a rotary shaft of
the second roller; and

a spring (256) that is connected to the first arm
mechanism.

11. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 10,
further comprising a stopper (255) that restricts the
first arm mechanism from swinging to thereby restrict
the third roller from moving toward the nozzle.

12. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 11,
wherein the stopper can adjust a swingable range
of the first arm mechanism.

13. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the stopper comprises an air cylinder (255).

14. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein the transmitting portion comprises a second
arm mechanism (280) that rotatably supports the
fourth roller at an end portion thereof and swings
about the rotary shaft of the second roller.

15. The cloth bonding apparatus according to claim 14,
further comprising a moving portion (291) that moves
the second arm mechanism to a position where the
third roller and the fourth roller contact each other
and to a position where the third roller and the fourth
roller do not contact each other.
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