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(54) Clamping frame for a thermoforming machine and thermoforming machine comprising the 
same

(57) The clamping frame (10) defines a quadrangular
window (12) having adjustable dimensions and intended
to hold the periphery of a sheet (14) of a material to be
thermoformed, and comprises:
- a support structure (14) intended to be connected to a
vertical moving system of a thermoforming machine;

- a pair of longitudinal beams (22) mounted so as to be
movable in a guided manner in a transverse direction (Y)
with respect to the support structure (16); and
- a pair of transverse bars (24) constrained to the longi-
tudinal beams (22), and whose relative distance defines
the longitudinal dimension (x) of the window (12).
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Description

Clamping frame for a thermoforming machine, and ther-
moforming machine comprising such frame

[0001] The present invention refers to a clamping
frame for a thermoforming machine, according to the pre-
amble of the attached claim 1.
[0002] One of the objects of the present invention is to
provide an improved clamping frame, which is easy to
use and at the same time has low production costs.
[0003] This and other objects are achieved by means
of a clamping frame of the type specified above having
the further characteristics set forth in the characterizing
part of the attached claim 1.
[0004] Due to such characteristics, the clamping frame
has an improved stiffness of the so-called thermoforming
"window", allowing a substantially uniform distribution of
the pressure that the clamping frame exerts onto the pe-
riphery of the sheet to be thermoformed.
[0005] Advantageous embodiments of the clamping
frame according to the invention form an object of the
dependent claims, whose content is to be deemed as an
integral and integrating part of the description that fol-
lows.
[0006] According to another aspect, the present inven-
tion refers to a thermoforming machine comprising a
clamping frame of the type specified above.
[0007] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will be clear from the detailed descrip-
tion that follows, merely given for exemplifying and non-
limiting purposes, with reference to the attached draw-
ings, wherein:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clamping frame
according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

- Figure 1a is a partial perspective view of the clamping
frame of Figure 1, in which some components have
been omitted;

- Figure 1b is a view analogous to that of Figure 1a,
but in which further components of the clamping
frame have been omitted;

- Figures 2 and 3 are partial perspective views of the
assembly details of the clamping frame shown in the
previous figures; and

- Figures 4 and 5 show a first and a second type of
carriage elements applied to the clamping frame
shown in the previous figures.

[0008] Referring in particular to Figures 1, 1a and 1b,
a clamping frame according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention is generally indicated 10.
[0009] In the present description and in the attached
claims the adjectives "longitudinal" and "transverse" are
respectively used to indicate elements and components
substantially orientated parallel to a first axis or longitu-

dinal direction X and to a second axis or transverse di-
rection Y perpendicular to each other (see Figure 1).
[0010] The clamping frame 10 defines a quadrangular
window 12 which has adjustable longitudinal and trans-
verse dimensions and which is intended to hold the pe-
riphery of a preheated sheet 14 to be thermoformed on
a mould arranged in a thermoforming machine (whose
details are not illustrated). In a per-se-known manner,
the sheet 14 is positioned on the mould and - by suction-
ing or pressure - it adapts to the mould adhering to the
form of this latter.
[0011] As clarified in the following part of the present
description, the clamping frame 10 has adjustable dimen-
sions in the longitudinal direction X and in the transverse
direction Y, in such a manner that it can be adapted to
sheets 14 of different dimensions.
[0012] Optionally, the clamping frame 10 may be used
in combination with a cover frame (not illustrated) de-
scribed in European patent application N. 08425398.8
owned by the same Applicant. In this manner, the per-
imetral region of the sheet 14 is clamped between the
clamping frame 10 located above and the cover frame
located below, which cover frame also has adjustable
dimensions.
[0013] The clamping frame 10 comprises a support
structure 16 intended to be connected to a vertical moving
system of the thermoforming machine (whose details are
not shown). In this manner, by virtue of the actuating
members of the vertical moving system, the clamping
frame 10 may be brought close to the mould, pushing
and clamping the sheet 14 against the mould during the
shaping operation.
[0014] The support structure 16 comprises a pair of
transverse beams 18 intended to be mounted onto the
abovementioned vertical moving system of the thermo-
forming machine so as to be drivingly connected to it, for
example due to respective pairs of hoisting uprights 20
fixed onto each of the transverse beams 18.
[0015] Furthermore, the clamping frame 10 comprises
a pair of longitudinal beams 22 which are mounted mov-
ably in a guided manner in the transverse direction Y with
respect to the support structure 16 in one of the ways
per-se-known to a man skilled in the art.
[0016] The clamping frame 10 further comprises a pair
of transverse bars 24 and a pair of longitudinal bars 26
constrained to the longitudinal beams 22. The relative
distance of the pair of transverse bars 24 and of the pair
of longitudinal bars 26 respectively defines the longitu-
dinal dimension x and the transverse dimension y of the
window 12 (Figure 1b).
[0017] More specifically, slidably mounted at the bot-
tom of each longitudinal beam 22 are, on the one hand,
a first carriage element 28 and, on the other hand, a sec-
ond carriage element 30. The clamping frame 10 is thus
provided in total with a pair of first carriage elements 28
and a pair of second carriage elements 30.
[0018] Referring in particular to Figures 2 and 3, the
assembly of a first and second carriage element 28, 30
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will be described now. It should be observed that the
assembly of the four carriage elements 28 and 30 occurs
in a symmetric manner with respect to the centre of the
window 12, identified in Figure 1 by the intersection of
the axe which define the longitudinal direction X and the
longitudinal direction Y. For this reason, only the assem-
bly of one of these first carriage elements 28 and one of
these second carriage elements 30 will be described.
[0019] As observable in Figure 1a, preferably each of
the longitudinal beams 22 has a first and a second lon-
gitudinal groove 32 and 34 (which are observable only
on one of the beams 22) through which the first and the
second carriage element 28 and 30 are slidably support-
ed, respectively. More specifically, as observable in Fig-
ure 2, the first and the second carriage element 28 and
30 respectively comprise a first and a second slide portion
36, 38 which are accommodated in the longitudinal
grooves 32 and 34, respectively, so as to be free to slide.
[0020] With reference in particular to Figure 2, an axial
end 26a of an associated longitudinal bar 26 is fixed onto
the first carriage element 28, by means of screws applied
on the top and the first carriage element 28 is passed
through by the previous transverse bar 24. The coupling
of the associated longitudinal bar 26 and of the previous
transverse bar 24 with the first carriage element 28 allows
the lateral face 24b of the transverse bar 24 to slide
against the axial end 26a of the longitudinal bar 26.
[0021] Preferably the first carriage element 28 has a
first guide projection (not shown) which is engaged in a
transverse guide groove 42 provided on the transverse
bar 24 in a lateral face thereof opposite to the lateral face
24b sliding against the axial end 26a.
[0022] Referring in particular to Figure 3, an axial end
24a of an associated transverse bar 24 is fixed onto the
second carriage element 30, by means of screws applied
on the top and the second carriage element 30 is passed
through by the longitudinal bar 26 associated to the first
carriage element 28. The coupling of the associated
transverse bar 24 and of the longitudinal bar 26 with the
second carriage element 30 allows the lateral face 26b
of the longitudinal bar 26 to slide against the axial end
24a of the transverse bar 24. Conveniently, as noticeable
by observing Figure 3, a portion of the axial end 24a of
the transverse bar 24 is mounted resting and freely sliding
over the upper face 26c of the longitudinal bar 26. Due
to this arrangement, the transmission of pressure on the
longitudinal bars 26 through the second carriage ele-
ments 30 is improved.
[0023] Preferably, as observable in Figure 5, the sec-
ond carriage element 30 has a second guide projection
44 which is engaged in an associated longitudinal guide
groove 46 provided on the longitudinal bar 26 in a lateral
face thereof opposite to the lateral face 26b sliding
against the axial end 24a.
[0024] Preferably, the illustrated longitudinal beam 22
comprises an intermediate section 48 projecting down-
wards and positioned between the first and the second
carriage element 28, 30. The intermediate section 48 lies

against the longitudinal bar 26 which passes through the
second carriage element 30.
[0025] As can be noticed, advantageously the first and
second carriage element 28, 30 substantially "surround"
on the bottom (in particular with their respective longitu-
dinally outer ends) the associated longitudinal beam 22
beneath which they slide.
[0026] Preferably, the first carriage element 28 and the
second carriage element 30 are moved simultaneously
towards and away from each other by means of a suitable
actuation system.
[0027] Preferably, the actuation system comprises a
threaded shaft 50 rotatably supported by the longitudinal
beam 22 on which the first and second carriage element
28 and 30 are mounted.
[0028] On the one hand, the threaded shaft 50 has a
first screw threading 52 (Figures 1a, 1b and 2) having a
first direction and cooperating with a respective first fe-
male screw threading (not shown) provided in a first por-
tion 54 which belongs to the first carriage element 28
(Figures 2 and 4) and which is positioned on the trans-
versely outer side of the associated beam 22.
[0029] On the other hand, the threaded shaft 50 has a
second screw threading 56 (Figures 1, 1a, 1b and 3) hav-
ing a second direction and cooperating with a respective
second female screw threading (not shown) provided in
a second portion 58 which belongs to the second carriage
element 30 (Figures 3 and 5) and which is positioned on
the transversely outer side of the beam 22.
[0030] Preferably the threaded shaft 50 is rotated by
a motor device fixed onto the support structure 16 in a
per-se-known manner. Advantageously the motor device
is an electric motor 60 of known type (Figure 1). The
transmission of the motion generated by the motor device
to the threaded shaft 50 occurs via mechanisms of per-
se-known type in the field, such as for example bevel
gears, lay shafts and splined shafts. Conveniently, the
motor device is arranged to rotate simultaneously both
the threaded shafts 50 associated to the longitudinal
beam 22, in such a manner that the movement of the
transverse bars 24 occurs in a balanced manner on the
two sides of the longitudinal beams 22.
[0031] In summary, the sliding of the first and second
carriage elements 28, 30 on the longitudinal beams 22
allows the movement of the transverse bars 24 in the
longitudinal direction X. In this manner, the transverse
bars 24 may be moved towards or away from each other
to define the longitudinal dimension x (Figure 1b) of the
window 12.
[0032] The freedom of movement in the transverse di-
rection Y of the longitudinal beams 22 with respect to the
bearing structure 16 allows the movement of the longi-
tudinal bars 24. Thus these latter may be moved towards
or away from each other to define the transverse dimen-
sion y (Figure 1b) of the window 12. Analogously, the
movement of the longitudinal beams 22 along the trans-
verse direction Y is optionally driven by an additional mo-
tor device, such as an electric motor 61 (Figure 1) ofper-
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se-known type.
[0033] Obviously, the principle of the invention remain-
ing unchanged, the embodiments and manufacturing de-
tails may widely vary with respect to those described and
illustrated purely by way of non-limiting examples.

Claims

1. Clamping frame (10) for a thermoforming machine,
said frame (10) defining a quadrangular window (12)
having adjustable dimensions and intended to hold
the periphery of a sheet (14) of a material to be ther-
moformed, and comprising:

- a support structure (14) intended to be con-
nected to a vertical moving system of said ther-
moforming machine;
- a pair of longitudinal beams (22) mounted so
as to be movable in a guided manner in a trans-
verse direction (Y) with respect to said support
structure (16); and
- a pair of transverse bars (24) constrained to
said longitudinal beams (22), and whose relative
distance defines the longitudinal dimension (x)
of said window (12);
said frame (10) being characterised in that it
further comprises a pair of longitudinal bars (26)
also constrained to said longitudinal beams (22),
and whose relative distance defines the trans-
verse dimension (y) of said window (12); where-
in on the bottom of each longitudinal beam (22)
are slidably mounted in the longitudinal direc-
tion:

on the one hand, a first carriage element
(28) to which an axial end (26a) of an asso-
ciated longitudinal bar (26) is fixed, and
which is passed through by a previous
transverse bar (24) in such a manner as to
guide the lateral sliding thereof on said axial
end (26a) of the longitudinal bar (26); and
on the other hand, a second carriage ele-
ment (30) onto which an end (24a) of an
associated transverse bar (24) is fixed, and
which is passed through by the longitudinal
bar (26) associated to said first carriage el-
ement (28) in such a manner as to guide
the lateral sliding thereof on said axial end
(24a) of the transverse bar (24);
said first and second carriage elements (28,
30) allowing the movement of the trans-
verse bars (24) in the longitudinal direction
(X).

2. Frame according to claim 1, wherein each longitudi-
nal beam (22) has a first and a second longitudinal
groove (32, 34) through which said first and second

carriage elements (28, 30), respectively, are slidably
supported.

3. Frame according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein each
transverse bar (24) and each longitudinal bar (26)
have a transverse guide groove (42) and a longitu-
dinal guide groove (46), respectively, cooperating
with a first guide projection (40) and with a second
guide projection (44), respectively, which protrude
from the first carriage element (28) and from the sec-
ond carriage element (30) respectively passed
through by said transverse bar (24) and said longi-
tudinal bar (26), respectively.

4. Frame according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein each longitudinal beam (22) comprises, be-
tween the two carriage elements (28, 30), an inter-
mediate section (48) protruding downwards and
rasting against the longitudinal bar (26) which pass-
es through the respective second carriage element
(30).

5. Frame according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein said first and second carriage elements (28,
30) are simultaneously operated by actuating means
(50) to move towards and away from each other.

6. Frame according to claim 5, wherein said actuating
means comprise a threaded shaft (50) which is ro-
tatably supported by the longitudinal beam (22) on
which said first and second carriage elements (28,
30) are mounted, and which, on opposite sides, has
a first and a second screw threading (52, 45) provid-
ed on opposite directions and cooperating with a first
and a second complementary female screw respec-
tively, which are provided in said first and said sec-
ond carriage element (28, 30), respectively.

7. Frame according to claim 6, wherein said threaded
shaft (50) is rotated by means of motor means (60).

8. Frame according to claim 7, wherein said motor
means comprise an electric motor (60).

9. Frame according to claim 8, wherein said motor
means (60) are fixed to said support structure (16).

10. Thermoforming machine comprising a clamping
frame (10) according to any one of the preceding
claims.
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