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(54) Torque fluctuation absorber

(57) A torque fluctuation absorber includes a first
plate member to which power of rotation is transmitted
from a first rotational shaft, a second plate member ar-
ranged at a preset spacing from the first plate member,
a third plate member arranged between the first plate
member and the second plate member and configured
to transmit power of rotation to a second rotational shaft.
The torque fluctuation absorber also includes a fourth
plate member arranged at a preset spacing from the sec-
ond plate member, and a resilient member arranged be-
tween the second plate member and the fourth plate
member and configured to bias the second plate member
towards the third plate member. The fourth plate member
includes a fulcrum point 10b that supports a mid portion
of the resilient member.
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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is based on and claims priority
under Paris Convention of Japanese Patent Application
No. 2009-074051 filed on March 25, 2009, the entire con-
tent of which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates to a torque fluctuation
absorber that takes up torque fluctuations between rota-
tional shafts. More particularly, it relates to a torque fluc-
tuation absorber having a limiter unit that produces slip
when the fluctuating torque has reached a preset value.

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION

[0003] A torque fluctuation absorber is arranged e.g.
on a power transmission path between an engine and a
motor in e.g. a hybrid car to absorb or suppress the torque
fluctuations caused in the engine and the motor. The
torque fluctuation absorber may include a damper unit
that takes up the torque fluctuations by a spring force, a
hysteresis unit that absorbs or suppresses the torque
fluctuations by the hysteresis torque caused by friction,
and a limiter unit. The limiter unit produces slip when the
torsion of the rotational shafts may no longer be taken
up by the damper unit or the hysteresis unit.
[0004] The limiter unit is composed of a friction material
sandwiched between two plates. One of the plates is non-
rotatable and axially movable with respect to the other.
One of the plates is biased towards the friction material
by a conical spring (see Patent Publication 1, for exam-
ple). The conical spring is arranged as a continuous an-
nular member, and is inclined from an inner peripheral
side towards an outer peripheral side.
[Patent Document]

[Patent Document 1]

[0005] JP 2005-127507A(Fig.2)
[0006] The entire disclosures of the above-mentioned
Patent Document 1 are incorporated herein by reference
thereto. An analysis by the present disclosure will be giv-
en below.
The conical spring has an inner peripheral end abutted
against a plate, while having an outer peripheral end sup-
ported by another plate. The inner peripheral end of the
conical spring abuts against the former plate at a location
substantially in register with a friction surface between a
friction material and the former plate. As a result, the
diameter of the conical spring is increased to elevate the
cost of the conical spring and hence that of the entire
device. The process of producing the conical spring is
time-consuming. Moreover, the spring steel, as a mate-
rial for the conical spring, is costly as compared to general

steel material, thus elevating the cost of the conical spring
and hence that of the entire device. In addition, the portion
of the material located more radially inwardly than the
inner peripheral end of the conical spring is discarded in
the production step because of the larger inner diameter
of the conical spring. Hence, the manufacture yield is
low, with the result that the cost of the conical spring and
hence that of the entire device are increased.
[0007] Accordingly, there is a need for a torque fluctu-
ation absorber that may be produced at a reduced cost.

SUMMARY

[0008] In a first aspect, there is provided a torque fluc-
tuation absorber comprising a first plate member to which
power of rotation is transmitted from a first rotational
shaft, a second plate member arranged at a preset dis-
tance from the first plate member, a third plate member
arranged between the first and second plate members
and configured to transmit power of rotation to a second
rotational shaft, a fourth plate member arranged at a pre-
set distance from the second plate member. The torque
fluctuation absorber further comprises a resilient mem-
ber arranged between the second plate member and the
fourth plate member and configured to bias the second
plate member towards the third plate member. At least
one of the second plate member and the fourth plate
member includes a fulcrum point that supports a mid por-
tion of the resilient member.
[0009] In a second aspect, there is provided a torque
fluctuation absorber, comprising: a first plate member to
which power of rotation is transmitted from a first rota-
tional shaft; a second plate member arranged at a preset
distance from the first plate member; a third plate member
arranged between the first and second plate members
and configured to transmit power of rotation to a second
rotational shaft; and a fourth plate member arranged at
a preset distance from the second plate member. The
torque fluctuation absorber further comprises a resilient
member arranged between the second plate member
and the fourth plate member and configured to bias the
second plate member towards the third plate member.
The resilient member includes a first end located at a
position having a preset distance from a center of rotation
of the first rotational shaft and a second end located at
a position more closely to the center of rotation of the
first rotational shaft than the first end. The first end abuts
against the second plate member in an area where the
second plate member faces the third plate member in
the axial direction. The second end abuts against the
fourth plate member.
[0010] In a third aspect, there is provided a torque fluc-
tuation absorber, comprising: a first plate member to
which the power of rotation is transmitted from a first ro-
tational shaft; a second plate member arranged at a pre-
set distance from the first plate member; a third plate
member arranged between the first and second plate
members and configured to transmit the power of rotation
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to a second rotational shaft; and a sheet spring biasing
the second plate member towards the third plate mem-
ber.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

Fig.1 is a radial partial cross-sectional view sche-
matically showing the structure of a torque fluctua-
tion absorber according to Example 1 of the present
disclosure.
Fig.2 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a limiter
unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according to
Example 1 of the present disclosure.
Fig.3 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a limiter
unit in a torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 2 of the present disclosure.
Fig.4 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of the lim-
iter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according
to Example 2 of the present disclosure.
Figs.5 left and right are enlarged radial partial cross-
sectional views schematically showing the structure
of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation absorber ac-
cording to Example 3 of the present disclosure, and
showing the limiter unit before and after assemblage
to a flywheel, respectively.
Fig.6 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a limiter
unit in a torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 4 of the present disclosure.
Fig.7 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a limiter
unit in a torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 5 of the present disclosure.
Fig.8 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Figs.9 and 10, and schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation
absorber according to Example 6 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.9 is a plan view schematically showing the struc-
ture of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the torque
fluctuation absorber according to Example 6 of the
present disclosure.
Fig.10 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line Y-Y’ of Figs.8 and 9, and schematically showing
the structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluctua-
tion absorber according to Example 6 of the present
disclosure.
Fig.11 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of the lim-
iter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according
to Example 6 of the present disclosure.

Fig.12 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Figs. 13 and 14, and schematically show-
ing the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation
absorber according to Example 7 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.13 is a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in a
torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 7
of the present disclosure.
Fig.14 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line Y-Y’ of Figs. 12 and 13, and schematically show-
ing the structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 7 of the
present disclosure.
Fig. 15 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Figs.16 and 17, and schematically show-
ing the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation
absorber according to Example 8 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.16 is a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the
torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 8
of the present disclosure.
Fig.17 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line Y-Y’ of Figs. 15 and 16, and schematically show-
ing the structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 8 of the
present disclosure.
Fig.18 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Figs.19 and 20, and schematically show-
ing the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation
absorber according to Example 9 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.19 is a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the
torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 9
of the present disclosure.
Fig.20 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line Y-Y’ of Figs. 18 and 19, and schematically show-
ing the structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 9 of the
present disclosure.
Fig.21 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Fig.22, and schematically showing the
structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 10 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.22 is a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the
torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 10
of the present disclosure.
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Fig.23 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a limiter
unit in a torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 11 of the present disclosure.
Figs.24 left and right are enlarged radial partial
cross-sectional views schematically showing the
structure of a conical spring of a limiter unit, during
and after manufacture, in a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 12 of the present dis-
closure, respectively.
Fig.25 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a conical
spring of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 12 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.26 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line X-X’ of Fig.27, and schematically showing the
structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 13 of the present dis-
closure.
Fig.27 is an enlarged radial partial cross-sectional
view, corresponding to a cross-section taken along
line Y-Y’ of Fig.26, and schematically showing the
structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation
absorber according to Example 13 of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] The inner circumferential end of the conical
spring shown by JP2005-127507A (Fig. 2) abuts to one
plate, and the outer circumferential end is supported by
the other plate. The inner circumferential end of the con-
ical spring contacts with the one plate at a position cor-
responding to the friction surface of the friction material
against the one plate. Therefore, the conical spring be-
comes large in diameter, increases its cost, resulting in
an increased cost of the apparatus. Also, since the form-
ing process for the conical spring is long and the spring
steel used for conical spring is costly as compared to
general steel material, the cost of the conical spring is
increased, resulting in the increased cost of the appara-
tus. Further, since the inner diameter of the inner circum-
ferential end of the conical spring is large, and the portion
of radially internal of the inner circumferential end is dis-
carded and yield becomes low, which offers the in-
creased cost of the conical spring and also that of the
apparatus.
In order to solve the aforementioned problem, various
modes are possible according to the present disclosure.

Mode 1 corresponds to the first aspect.

Mode 2

[0013] According to the first aspect, the resilient mem-
ber is preferably a conical spring.

Mode 3

[0014] According to the first aspect, the fulcrum point
is preferably a foremost part of a protrusion formed on
at least one of the second plate member and the fourth
plate member.

Mode 4

[0015] According to the first aspect, the fulcrum point
is preferably an angular part of a step formed on at least
one of the second plate member and the fourth plate
member.

Mode 5 corresponds to the second aspect.

Mode 6

[0016] In the second aspect, the resilient member is
preferably a conical spring.

Mode 7

[0017] In the second aspect, the fourth plate member
preferably includes a guide part in an area located radially
more inwardly than the second end of the resilient mem-
ber. The guide part prevents the movement of the resilient
member in a direction towards the center of rotation of
the first rotational shaft.

Mode 8

[0018] In the second aspect, the second plate member
preferably includes a guide part in an area located radially
more outwardly than the first end of the resilient member.
The guide part prevents the movement of the resilient
member in a direction away from the center of rotation
of the first rotational shaft.

Mode 9

[0019] The torque fluctuation absorber according to
the second aspect preferably includes a flywheel to which
the first and fourth plate members are secured. The fourth
plate member abuts against the flywheel in the vicinity
of a portion of the fourth plate member abutting against
the second end of the resilient member.

Mode 10

[0020] In the second aspect, the fourth plate member
preferably includes a slit(s) or a bend(s).

Mode 11

[0021] The torque fluctuation absorber according to
the second aspect preferably further comprises a fly-
wheel to which the first and fourth plate members are

5 6 



EP 2 233 779 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

secured. The resilient member may include an abutment
protruded at the second end. The fourth plate member
may include a rotation stop non-rotatably and radially
non-movably engaged with the abutment. The abutment
may abut against the flywheel.

Mode 12 corresponds to the third aspect.

Mode 13

[0022] In the third aspect, the sheet spring preferably
has one end secured to the second plate member, while
having the other end secured to the first plate member.

Mode 14

[0023] The torque fluctuation absorber according to
the third aspect preferably further comprises a fourth
plate member arranged at a preset distance from the
second plate member. The sheet spring has one end
secured to the second plate member, while having the
other end secured to the fourth plate member.

Mode 15

[0024] In the third aspect, the second plate member
preferably has an inner peripheral protrusion. The one
end of the sheet spring is secured to the inner peripheral
protrusion of the second plate member.

Mode 16

[0025] In the third aspect, the sheet spring preferably
is a part of the second plate member. The foremost part
of the sheet spring is secured to the first plate member.

Mode 17

[0026] The torque fluctuation absorber according to
the third aspect preferably further comprises a fourth
plate member arranged at a preset distance from the
second plate member. The sheet spring is a part of the
second plate member, and the foremost part of the sheet
spring is secured to the fourth plate member.

Mode 18

[0027] The torque fluctuation absorber according to
the third aspect preferably further comprises a fourth
plate member arranged at a preset distance from the
second plate member. The second plate member may
include an axially directed protrusion.
The sheet spring may have both ends secured to the
fourth plate member. The sheet spring may include a
hole engaged by the protrusion of the second plate mem-
ber.

Mode 19

[0028] In a fourth aspect, there is provided a torque
fluctuation absorber, comprising: a first plate member to
which power of rotation is transmitted from a first rota-
tional shaft, a second plate member arranged at a preset
distance from the first plate member, a third plate member
arranged between the first and second plate members
and configured to transmit power of rotation to a second
rotational shaft, a fourth plate member arranged at a pre-
set distance from the second plate member, and a plu-
rality of resilient members arranged between the second
plate member and the fourth plate member and config-
ured to bias the second plate member towards the third
plate member. Each of the resilient members has a center
axis located in a region where the second plate member
faces the third plate member along the axial direction.

Mode 20

[0029] In the fourth aspect, the resilient member pref-
erably is a conical spring.

Mode 21

[0030] In the fourth aspect, the resilient member pref-
erably is a coil spring.

Mode 22

[0031] In the fourth aspect, the second plate member
or the fourth plate member preferably includes a protru-
sion facing the resilient member. The protrusion may be
introduced into an inner peripheral part of the resilient
member.

Mode 23

[0032] In a fifth aspect, there is provided a torque fluc-
tuation absorber comprising: a first plate member to
which power of rotation is transmitted from a first rota-
tional shaft; a second plate member arranged at a preset
distance from the first plate member; a third plate member
arranged between the first and second plate members
and configured to transmit power of rotation to a second
rotational shaft; and a fourth plate member arranged at
a preset distance from the second plate member. The
torque fluctuation absorber further comprises a resilient
member arranged between the second plate member
and the fourth plate member and configured to bias the
second plate member towards the third plate member.
The resilient member is substantially annular and has
both ends set apart from one another.

Mode 24

[0033] In the fifth aspect, the resilient member prefer-
ably is formed like a saucer.

7 8 
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Mode 25

[0034] In the fifth aspect, both ends of the resilient
member preferably overlap each other along the circum-
ferential direction.

Mode 26

[0035] In the fifth aspect, the resilient member is pref-
erably corrugated along a circumferential direction and
alternately abuts against the second plate member and
the fourth plate member.

[Example 1]

[0036] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 1 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.1 depicts a partial
radial cross-sectional view schematically showing the
structure of the torque fluctuation absorber according to
Example 1 of the present disclosure. Fig.2 depicts an
enlarged partial radial cross-sectional view schematically
showing the structure of the limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 1 of the present
disclosure.
[0037] The torque fluctuation absorber 1 according to
Example 1 is provided e.g. on a power transmission path
between an engine side rotational shaft 6 and a trans-
mission side rotational shaft 7. It is a device for absorbing
(suppressing) the fluctuating torque caused by torsion
between the engine side rotational shaft 6 and the trans-
mission gear side rotational shaft 7. The torque fluctua-
tion absorber 1 includes a damper unit(s) 3 having a tor-
sion buffering function and configured for absorbing the
fluctuating torque by spring force (force of resiliency),
and a hysteresis unit 4 that absorbs (suppresses) the
fluctuating torque by the hysteresis torque caused e.g.
by friction. The torque fluctuation absorber 1 also in-
cludes a limiter unit(s) 2 that generates slip when the
torsion of the rotational shaft has ceased to be absorbed
by the damper unit 3 or by the hysteresis unit 4. The
damper unit 3 is arranged on the power transmission
path in parallel with the hysteresis unit 4. The limiter unit
2 is arranged on the power transmission path in series
with the damper unit 3 and the hysteresis unit 4. The
torque fluctuation absorber 1 may be used, in particular,
for a hybrid car having no limiter unit in the car, and may
also be useful for reducing the system size in a car not
having the limiter unit.
[0038] The torque fluctuation absorber 1 includes, as
component parts, a flywheel 5, a bolt 9, a support plate
10, a cover plate 11, a conical spring 12, a pressure plate
13, a lining plate 14, friction materials 15, 16, side plates
17, 18, a rivet 19, a coil spring 20 and a seat member
21. In addition, the torque fluctuation absorber includes
thrust members 22, 23, a conical spring 24 and a hub
member 25.
[0039] The flywheel 5 is an annular plate member fas-

tened by a bolt(s) 8 to the engine side rotational shaft 6.
The flywheel 5 has its periphery protruded towards the
limiter unit 2 to form a cylindrical portion. The support
plate 10 and the cover plate 11 are fastened by the bolt
(s) 9 to this cylindrical portion.
[0040] The bolt(s) 9 is a member used for fastening
the support plate 10 and the cover plate 11 to the flywheel
5.
[0041] The support plate 10 is an annular plate-like
member arranged between the flywheel 5 and the cover
plate 11, and is a structural part of the limiter unit 2. The
support plate 10 is set at its periphery on the cover plate
11 and the two plates are secured together to the flywheel
5 by the bolt(s) 9. The support plate 10 is separated at
its inner peripheral part away from the cover plate 11,
and includes a step 10a protruded at near its inner pe-
ripheral end towards the cover plate 11. The step may
also be a protrusion. An outer peripheral bent edge of
the step 10a operates as a fulcrum point 10b that sup-
ports a mid portion of an inclined surface of the conical
spring 12 facing an inner peripheral side.
[0042] The cover plate 11 is an annular member ar-
ranged on the opposite side of the flywheel 5 with respect
to the support plate 10, viz., on the right side of Fig.1,
and is a component part of the limiter unit 2. The cover
plate 11 is set at its outer peripheral part in contact with
the support plate 10 and the two plates are secured to-
gether to the flywheel by the bolt(s) 9. The cover plate
11 has its inner peripheral part separated away from the
support plate 10. The cover plate 11 includes a hole(s)
11a for supporting the pressure plate 13 in such a manner
as to prevent relative rotation and to allow for axial move-
ment of the pressure plate 13. The pressure plate 13
includes a protrusion 13a inserted relatively non-rotata-
bly and axially movably into the hole 11a. The cover plate
11 has a slide surface on its inner peripheral part by which
the cover plate is slidably pressed on the friction member
16.
[0043] The conical spring 12 is a continuous saucer-
shaped spring arranged between the support plate 10
and the pressure plate 13, and is a component part of
the limiter unit 2. The conical spring 12 biases the pres-
sure plate 13 towards the friction material 15. An inner
peripheral end of the conical spring 12 abuts against the
pressure plate 13, and the mid part of an inclined surface
of the conical spring 12, facing an inner peripheral side,
abuts against the fulcrum point 10b of the step 10a of the
support plate 10. An outer peripheral end of the conical
spring 12 is spaced apart from the support plate 10. The
conical spring 12 operates for pressuring the pressure
plate 13 under assistance by the leverage action about
the fulcrum point 10b. This amplifies the thrust load of
the conical spring 12 against the pressure plate 13 to
allow reducing the plate thickness of the conical spring
12.
[0044] The pressure plate 13 is an annular member
arranged between the conical spring 12 and the friction
material 15, and is a component part of the limiter unit 2.

9 10 
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The pressure plate 13 includes a protrusion 13a opera-
tive to prevent relative rotation and to allow for axial
movement of the pressure plate 13 relative to the cover
plate 11. The protrusion 13a is introduced through the
hole 11a of the cover plate 11 so that the protrusion is
unable to perform relative rotation but may perform axial
movement. The pressure plate 13 is biased towards the
friction material 15 by the conical spring 12 and is slidably
pressed on its slide surface against the friction material
15.
[0045] The lining pate 14 is an annular member ar-
ranged between the friction materials 15, 16, which in
turn are arranged between the cover plate 11 and the
pressure plate 13. The lining plate is a component part
of the limiter unit 2. An inner peripheral part of the lining
pate 14 is sandwiched between the side plates 17 and
18, and is secured to the side plates 17, 18 by rivet 19.
An outer peripheral part of the lining pate 14 is secured
to the friction materials 15, 16 by a rivet or an adhesive,
not shown.
[0046] The friction material 15 is a component part of
the limiter unit 2, and is arranged between the lining plate
14 and the pressure plate 13. The friction material 15 is
secured to the lining plate 14 by a rivet or an adhesive,
not shown. The friction material 15 is slidably pressed on
the pressure plate 13. The friction material 15 used may
include rubber, resins, fibers (short fibers or long fibers)
or particles for adjusting the frictional coefficient P.
[0047] The friction material 16 is a component part of
the limiter unit 2, and is arranged between the lining plate
14 and the cover plate 11. The friction material 16 is se-
cured to the lining plate 14 by a rivet or an adhesive, not
shown, and is slidably pressed on the cover plate 11.
[0048] The side plate 17 is an annular member ar-
ranged on an engine side of a flange part 25b of the hub
member 25, viz., on the left side of Fig.1, and is a com-
ponent part of the damper unit 3 and the hysteresis unit
4. The side plate 17 is secured in the vicinity of an outer
peripheral part thereof as one to the lining plate 14 and
with the side plate 18 by the rivet 19. In the damper unit
3, located in an intermediate area, the side plate 17 in-
cludes a window 17a in which a coil spring 20 and a seat
member 21 are accommodated. The peripheral end face
of the window 17a may be contacted with or separated
away from the seat member 21. The side plate 17 is sl-
idably contacted with the first thrust member 22 in the
hysteresis unit 4 which is located radially more inwardly
than the damper unit 3. The side plate 17 has its inner
peripheral end part carried by a hub member 25 (hub
part 25a) for relative rotational movement via the thrust
member 22.
[0049] The side plate 18 is an annular member ar-
ranged on a transmission side of a flange part 25b of the
hub member 25, viz., on the right side of Fig.1, and is a
component part of the damper unit 3 and the hysteresis
unit 4. The side plate 18 is secured in the vicinity of an
outer peripheral end part thereof by the rivet(s) 19 as one
to the liming plate 14 and the side plate 17. In the damper

unit 3 in an intermediate area, the side plate 18 includes
a window 18a in which the coil spring 20 and the seat
member 21 are accommodated. The peripheral end face
of the window 18a may be contacted with or separated
away from the seat member 21. The side plate 18 carries
the conical spring 24 in the hysteresis unit 4 which is
located radially more inwardly than the damper unit 2.
The side plate 18 has its inner peripheral part carried by
the hub member 25 (hub part 25a) for relative rotational
movement via the thrust member 23.
[0050] The rivet 19 is used for securing the liming plate
14, the side plate 17 and the side plate 18 together.
[0051] The coil spring 20, a component part of the
damper unit 3, is accommodated within the window parts
17a, 18a and 25c, formed in the side plates 17, 18 and
in the hub member 25, respectively, and is contacted with
the seat member 21 arranged on both ends. When the
side plates 17, 18 and the hub member 25 perform rel-
ative rotational movement, the coil spring 20 is contracted
to absorb the shock caused by differential rotations of
the side plates 17, 18 and the hub member 25. The coil
spring 20 may be straight-shaped, or may be bent from
the straight shape, with the bent parts being then put
together. To allow for broad torsion, an arc spring, bent
along a peripheral direction, may also be used.
[0052] The seat member 21, a component part of the
damper unit 3, is accommodated within the window parts
17a, 18a and 25c formed respectively in the side plates
17, 18 and the hub member 25 (flange part 25b). The
seat member is arranged between the peripheral end
faces of the window parts 17a, 18a and 25c and the end
of the coil spring 20. To reduce the wear caused to the
coil spring 20, the seat member 21 may be formed of
resin.
[0053] The thrust member 22, a component part of the
hysteresis unit 4, is an annular member arranged be-
tween the side plate 17 and the hub member 25. When
seen in the axial direction, the thrust member 22 is ar-
ranged between the side plate 17 and the flange part
25b, and is slidably pressed on the side plate 17 and the
flange part 25b. The thrust member 22 is also located in
the radial direction between the side plate 17 and the hub
part 25a, and operates as a slide bearing (bush) config-
ured for carrying the side plate 17 for rotation relative to
the hub part 25a.
[0054] The thrust member 23, a component part of the
hysteresis unit 4, is an annular member arranged be-
tween the side plate 18 and the hub member 25. When
seen in the axial direction, the thrust member 23 is ar-
ranged between a conical spring 24 and the flange part
25b, and is biased by the conical spring 24 towards the
flange part 25b into slidably pressed on the flange part
25b. When seen in the radial direction, the thrust member
23 is located between the side plate 18 and the hub mem-
ber 25a, and operates as a slide bearing (bush) for car-
rying the side plate 18 for rotation relative to the hub part
25a.
[0055] The conical spring 24, a component part of the
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hysteresis unit 4, is arranged between the thrust member
23 and the side plate 18. It is a saucer-shaped spring
that biases the second thrust member 23 towards the
flange part 25b.
[0056] The hub member 25, a component part of the
damper unit 3 and the hysteresis unit 4, outputs the power
of rotation from the damper unit 3 and the hysteresis unit
4 to the transmission. The hub member 25 includes the
flange part 25b extended from a preset outer peripheral
site of the hub part 25a. An inner peripheral side of the
hub part 25a is in splined engagement with the transmis-
sion side rotational shaft 7. An outer peripheral part of
the hub part 25a carries the side plate 17 for relative
rotational movement via the thrust member 22, while car-
rying the side plate 18 for relative rotational movement
via the thrust member 23. In the outer peripheral damper
unit 3, the flange part 25b includes the window 25c in
which the coil sprig 20 and the seat member 21 are ac-
commodated. The peripheral end face of the window 25c
is adapted to be contacted with or separated from the
seat member 21. In the hysteresis unit 4, located more
radially inwardly than the damper unit 3, the axially ex-
tending surface of the flange part 25b is slidably sand-
wiched between the slide members 22, 23.
[0057] Meanwhile, Fig.1 shows a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber composed of the damper unit, hysteresis unit and
the limiter unit. The torque fluctuation absorber may,
however, include solely the limiter unit.
[0058] In Example 1, the thrust load of the conical
spring 12 against the pressure plate 13 is amplified by
the action of leverage about the fulcrum point 10b of the
support plate 10, and hence the plate thickness of the
conical spring 12 may be reduced. Hence, the amount
of expensive spring steel to be in use may be reduced,
thus decreasing the cost of the entire device.

[Example 2]

[0059] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 2 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.3 depicts an enlarged
partial radial cross-sectional view schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 2 of the present disclosure.
[0060] Example 2 is a modification of Example 1 (see
Fig.2), in which the step (10a of Fig.2) and the fulcrum
point (10b of Fig.2) are dispensed with and a fulcrum
point for the conical spring 12 is provided on the pressure
plate (13 of Fig.2). An outer peripheral end of the conical
spring 12 abuts against the support plate 10. A mid part
of an inclined surface of the conical spring 12, facing an
outer peripheral side, abuts against a circumferential pro-
trusion 13b of the pressure plate 13. An inner peripheral
end of the conical spring 12 is spaced apart from the
pressure plate 13. The circumferential protrusion 13b is
provided at a mid part of the pressure plate 13 for ex-
tending towards the support plate 10. The foremost part
of the circumferential protrusion 13b acts as a fulcrum

point that supports the mid part of the inclined surface of
the conical spring 12 facing an outer rim part of the conical
spring 12. In other respects, the present Example is sim-
ilar to Example 1.
[0061] In Example 2, the thrust load of the conical
spring 12 against the pressure plate 13 may be amplified
by the action of leverage about the circumferential pro-
trusion 13b of the pressure plate 13, as a fulcrum point,
thus allowing the plate thickness of the conical spring 12
to be reduced. Hence, the amount of expensive spring
steel to be in use may be reduced, thus decreasing the
cost of the entire device.

[Example 3]

[0062] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 3 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.4 depicts an enlarged
partial radial cross-sectional view schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 3 of the present disclosure.
Fig.5 left and Fig.5 right depict enlarged radial partial
cross-sectional views showing the structure of the limiter
unit of the torque fluctuation absorber of Example 3 of
the present disclosure before and after assembling on
the flywheel, respectively.
[0063] In Example 3, both the diameter and the plate
thickness of the conical spring (12 of Figs.2 and 3) are
reduced, instead of reducing only its plate thickness, as
in Examples 1 and 2, thereby reducing the cost. The con-
ical spring 12 has its inner peripheral end abutted against
the support plate 10, while having its outer peripheral end
abutted against the pressure plate 13, specifically,
against a position in a mid portion of an opposite side
surface of the pressure plate having a length equal to the
radial length of the friction material 15. The support plate
10 is extended radially more inwardly than the inner pe-
riphery of the conical spring 12, and includes at its ex-
treme inner peripheral end a guide 10c protruded towards
the pressure plate 13. The guide 10c prevents the radial
movement of the conical spring 12. Before assemblage
to the flywheel 5, the support plate 10 has its inner pe-
ripheral extreme end tilted towards the flywheel 5. After
assemblage of the support plate 10 to the flywheel 5, the
support plate 10 has its flexure part 10d flexed so that its
inner peripheral extreme end is thrust against a protru-
sion 5a of the flywheel 5 (see Fig.5). The support plate
10 is provided with slits or bends to prevent that the flex-
ure part 10d of the support plate is plastically deformed.
The protrusion 5a of the flywheel 5 is provided at a po-
sition on an opposite side of the support plate 10 with
respect to the position of abutment of the inner peripheral
extreme end of the conical spring against the support
plate. In other respects, the present Example is similar
in structure to Example 1.
[0064] In Example 3, the outer peripheral extreme end
of the conical spring 12 abuts against the pressure plate
13, specifically, against a position in a mid portion of an
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opposite side surface of the pressure plate having a
length equal to the radial length of the friction material
15. Hence, the diameter of the conical spring 12 may be
reduced. The amount of use of the expensive spring steel
material may thus be reduced to lower the cost of the
device. Since the diameter of the conical spring 12 is
reduced, the thrust load of the conical spring 12 may be
increased to allow reducing the plate thickness of the
conical spring 12. Since the amount of the expensive
spring steel material to be in use may be reduced, the
cost of the entire device may be lowered. In addition,
since the support plate 10 is thrust against and supported
by the flywheel 5 after assemblage thereof to the flywheel
5, it is unnecessary to increase the strength of the support
plate 10. Since the plate thickness of the support plate
10 may thus be reduced, the amount of the steel material
may be reduced to lower the cost of the entire device.

[Example 4]

[0065] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 4 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.6 depicts an enlarged
partial radial cross-sectional view schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 4 of the present disclosure.
[0066] The Example 4 is a modification of Example 3
(see Fig.4). In the present Example, the support plate 10
is not thrust against or carried by the flywheel 5, as in
Example 3. Instead, steps 10e, 10f are provided to im-
prove the strength of the support plate 10. The conical
spring 12 has its inner peripheral extreme end abutted
against the support plate 10, while having its outer pe-
ripheral extreme end abutted against the pressure plate
13, specifically, against a position in a mid portion of an
opposite side surface of the pressure plate having a
length equal to the mid portion of the radial length of the
friction material 15. The support plate 10 is extended
more radially inwardly than the conical spring 12, and
has a guide 10c at its inner peripheral extreme end. The
guide 10c is protruded towards the pressure plate 13 to
prevent radial movement of the conical spring 12. The
support plate 10 is provided with the steps 10e, 10f at its
mid portion which supports the conical spring 12 and
which is thus liable to become deformed. The function of
the steps 10e, 10f is to reduce flexure of the support plate
10 in the axial direction. In Fig.6, the support plate 10 is
provided with the two steps 10e, 10f only by way of illus-
tration. The steps 10e, 10f may be arrayed circumferen-
tially in series, that is, each extending along a radial di-
rection, not only being arrayed radially in series. The sup-
port plate 10 is not provided with slits or bends, as in
Example 3. The pressure plate 13 is provided with a cir-
cumferentially extending protrusion 13b which is located
radially more outwardly than the abutment surface there-
of with the outer peripheral extreme end of the conical
spring 12. The circumferentially protrusion 13b prevents
radial movement of the conical spring 12. In other re-

spects, the present Example is similar to Example 1.
[0067] In Example 4, the outer peripheral extreme end
of the conical spring 12 abuts against the pressure plate
13, specifically, against a position in a mid portion of an
opposite side surface of the pressure plate having a
length equal to the mid portion of the radial length of the
friction material 15. Hence, the diameter of the conical
spring 12 may be reduced. Since the amount of the ex-
pensive spring steel material to be in use may be re-
duced, the cost of the entire device may be lowered. In
addition, since the diameter of the conical spring 12 is
reduced, the thrust load of the conical spring 12 may be
increased to allow reducing the plate thickness of the
conical spring 12. Since the amount of the expensive
spring steel material to be in use may be reduced, the
cost of the entire device may be lowered. In addition,
since the support plate 10 is provided with the steps 10e,
10f, the strength of the support plate 10 may be main-
tained even if the plate thickness of the support plate 10
is reduced. Since the amount of steel material may be
reduced, the cost of the entire device may be reduced.

[Example 5]

[0068] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 5 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.7 depicts an enlarged
partial radial cross-sectional view schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in a torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 5 of the present disclosure.
[0069] Example 5 is a modification of Example 3 (see
Fig.4). An inner peripheral extreme end of the conical
spring 12 is provided with an abutment 12a. The abut-
ment 12a rests on the protrusion 5a of the flywheel 5.
The outer peripheral extreme end of the conical spring
12 is abutted against the pressure plate 13. The inner
peripheral extreme end of the support plate 10 is provided
with a plurality of rotation stops 10g. The conical spring
12 is engaged relatively non-rotatably with the rotation
stops 10g of the support plate 10, and is prevented in its
radial movement by these rotation stops 10g. In other
respects, the present Example is similar to Example 1.
[0070] In the present Example 5, the outer peripheral
extreme end of the conical spring 12 is abutted against
the pressure plate 13, specifically, against a position in
a mid portion of an opposite side surface of the pressure
plate having a length equal to the radial length of the
friction material 15. Hence, the diameter of the conical
spring 12 may be reduced. Since the amount of use of
the expensive spring steel material may be reduced, the
cost of the device may be lowered. Moreover, since the
diameter of the conical spring 12 is reduced, the thrust
load of the conical spring 12 may be increased to allow
the plate thickness of the conical spring 12 to be reduced.
Since the amount of the expensive spring steel material
to be in use may be reduced, the cost of the entire device
may be lowered. In addition, since the inner peripheral
extreme end of the conical spring 12 (extreme end of the
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rotation stop part l0a) is supported by the flywheel 5 (pro-
trusion 5a), it is unnecessary to elevate the strength of
the support plate 10, and hence the plate thickness of
the support plate 10 may be reduced. Since the amount
of the steel material used may be reduced, the cost of
the entire device may be lowered.

[Example 6]

[0071] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 6 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.8 depicts an enlarged
partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section taken
along lines X-X’ of Figs.9 and 10) schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 6 of the present disclosure.
Fig.9 depicts an enlarged partial radial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of a pressure
plate of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber
according to Example 6 of the present disclosure. Fig.10
depicts an enlarged partial radial cross-sectional view
(cross-section taken along lines Y-Y’ of Figs.8 and 9)
schematically showing the structure of the limiter unit in
the torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 6
of the present disclosure.
Fig.11 depicts an enlarged partial radial cross-sectional
view schematically showing the structure of the limiter
unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 6 of the present disclosure.
[0072] In Example 6, the conical spring 12, used in
Examples 1 to 5, is not used. Instead, a less expensive
sheet spring 27 is used. Also, in Example 6, the support
plate (10 of Fig.2) is not used and, instead, the sheet
spring 27 is coupled by rivets 28, 29 to the pressure plate
13 and to the cover plate 11, respectively. Otherwise, the
present Example is similar to Example 1.
[0073] The cover plate 11 is an annular member fas-
tened by the bolt(s) 9 to the flywheel 5, and is a compo-
nent part of the limiter unit 2. An inner peripheral part of
the cover plate 11 is spaced apart from the support plate
10. The cover plate 11 includes an inner peripheral slide
surface by which it is slidably pressed on the friction ma-
terial 16. The cover plate 11 is fastened by rivet 29 to the
sheet spring 27 at a portion between the site of the cover
plate fastened by the bolt 9 and the slide surface thereof
against the friction material 16.
[0074] The pressure plate 13 is an annular member
slidably pressed on the friction material 15, and is a com-
ponent member of the limiter unit 2. The pressure plate
13 is provided with an outer peripheral protrusion 13c at
a preset position(s) on its outer peripheral extreme end
(see Fig.9). The sheet spring 27 is fastened by rivet 28
to the outer peripheral protrusion 13c. The pressure plate
13 is biased by the sheet spring 27 towards the friction
material 15.
[0075] The sheet spring 27 is arranged between the
cover plate 11 and the outer peripheral protrusion 13c of
the pressure plate 13, and is a component part of the

limiter unit 12. The sheet spring 27 biases the pressure
plate 13 towards the friction material 15. The sheet spring
27 is extended in the circumferential direction (see Fig.
9) with its mid portion traversing the outer periphery of
the lining plate 14 and the friction materials 15, 16 at a
spaced apart relation therefrom (see Fig. 10). The sheet
spring 27 has its one end secured by rivet 28 to the outer
peripheral protrusion 13c of the pressure plate 13, while
having its other end secured by rivet 29 to the cover plate
11.
[0076] The rivet 28 is a member that secures the one
end of the sheet spring 27 to the outer peripheral protru-
sion 13c of the pressure plate 13.
[0077] The rivet 29 is a member that secures the other
end of the sheet spring 27 to the cover plate 11.
[0078] In Figs.8 to 10, the other end of the sheet spring
27 is secured to the cover plate 11. It is however also
possible to provide the support plate 10 between the fly-
wheel 5 and the cover plate 11 and to connect the sheet
spring 27 via the rivets 28, 29 to the pressure plate 13
and to the support plate 10, as shown in Fig.11.
[0079] In Example 6, in which the sheet spring 27, high-
er in yield than a conical spring 12, is used, the entire
device may be lowered in cost. Moreover, since the sheet
spring 27 has the torque transmitting function, a rotation
stop mechanism that halts rotation of the pressure plate
13 relative to the cover plate 11 (protrusion 13a and the
hole 11a of Fig.2) may be dispensed with, thereby reduc-
ing the cost and the space. If the support plate (10 of Fig.
11) is not used, as in Figs.8 to 10, the number of com-
ponent parts may be reduced to further reduce the cost.

[Example 7]

[0080] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 7 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.12 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section
taken along lines X-X’ of Figs.13 and 14) schematically
showing the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 7 of the present
disclosure.
Fig.13 depicts a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the torque
fluctuation absorber according to Example 7. Fig.14 de-
picts an enlarged partial radial cross-sectional view
(cross-section taken along lines Y-Y’ of Figs.12 and 13)
schematically showing the structure of the limiter unit in
the torque fluctuation absorber according to Example 7.
[0081] Example 7 is a modification of Example 6 (see
Figs.8 to 10). In the present Example 7, the sheet spring
(27 of Fig.9) and the rivet (28 of Fig.9) in Example 6 are
unified to the pressure plate 13. In other respects, the
present Example is similar to Example 6.
[0082] The pressure plate 13 is a member slidably
pressed on the friction material 15, and is a component
member of the limiter unit 2. The pressure plate 13 in-
cludes a plurality of the outer peripheral protrusions 13c
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at preset outer peripheral positions (see Fig. 13). Each
outer peripheral protrusion 13c includes a circumferential
extension 13d along its outer periphery. The circumfer-
ential extension 13d acts as a sheet (plate) spring to bias
the main part of the pressure plate 13 towards the friction
material 15. The circumferential extension 13d traverses
the outer periphery of the liming plate 14 and the friction
materials 15, 16 at a spaced apart relation therefrom (see
Fig. 14), and has its foremost part secured to the cover
plate 11 by the rivet 29.
[0083] In Figs.12 to 14, the foremost part of the cir-
cumferential extension 13d of the pressure plate 13 is
secured to the cover plate 11. It is however also possible
to provide the support plate 10 between the flywheel 5
and the cover plate 11, and to connect the foremost part
of the circumferential extension 13d of the pressure plate
13 to the support plate 10.
[0084] In the present Example 7, in which the pressure
plate 13 has the function of the sheet spring, it is possible
to reduce the number of component parts and hence the
cost. Moreover, since the circumferential extension 13d
of the pressure plate 13 has the torque transmitting func-
tion, the rotation stop system of halting the rotation of the
pressure plate 13 with respect to the cover plate 11 (pro-
trusion 13a and the hole 11a of Fig.2) may be dispensed
with. Hence, the cost as well as the space may be re-
duced. If the support plate (10 of Fig.11) is not used, as
in Figs.12 to 14, the number of component parts may be
reduced to further reduce the cost.

[Example 8]

[0085] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 8 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.15 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section
taken along lines X-X’ of Figs.16 and 17) schematically
showing the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 8 of the present
disclosure.
Fig.16 depicts a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the torque
fluctuation absorber according to Example 8 of the
present disclosure. Fig.17 depicts an enlarged partial ra-
dial cross-sectional view (cross-section taken along lines
Y-Y’ of Figs.15 and 16) schematically showing the struc-
ture of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber
according to Example 8.
[0086] Example 8 is a modification of Example 6 (mod-
ification shown in Fig.11). In the present Example, the
sheet spring 27 is connected to the pressure plate 13 at
a location located radially more inwardly than the slide
surface of the pressure plate 13 with respect to the friction
material 15. In other respects, the present Example is
similar to Example 6 (modification).
[0087] The pressure plate 13 is an annular member
slidably pressed on the friction material 15, and is a com-
ponent part of the limiter unit 2. The pressure plate 13

includes a plurality of inner peripheral protrusions 13e at
preset inner peripheral end positions (see Fig.16). These
inner peripheral protrusions 13e are secured by rivets 28
to the sheet spring 27. The pressure plate 13 is biased
by the sheet spring 27 towards the friction material 15.
[0088] The sheet spring 27 is provided between the
support plate 10 and the outer peripheral protrusion 13c
of the pressure plate 13, and is a component part of the
limiter unit 2. The sheet spring 27 biases the pressure
plate 13 towards the friction material 15. A mid area of
the sheet spring 27 traverses the outer rim of the pressure
plate 13 (see Fig.16) in a spaced apart relationship there-
from (see Fig.17). The sheet spring 27 has its one end
secured by the rivet 28 to the inner peripheral protrusion
13e of the pressure plate 13, while having its other end
secured by the rivet 29 to a surface of the support plate
10 facing the cover plate 11.
[0089] In Example 8, in which the sheet spring 27, high-
er in yield than a conical spring 12, is used, the entire
device may be lowered in cost. Moreover, since the sheet
spring 27 has a torque transmitting function, the rotation
stop mechanism that halts the rotation of the pressure
plate 13 relative to the cover plate 11 (protrusion 13a and
the hole 11a of Fig.2) may be dispensed with, thereby
reducing the cost and the space. In addition, the site of
connection of the sheet spring 27 to the pressure plate
13 is located radially more inwardly than the slide surface
of the pressure plate 13 relative to the friction material
15, and hence the pressure plate 13 may be reduced in
diameter. The amount of steel material to be in use may
thus be reduced, thereby further reducing the cost and
the space.

[Example 9]

[0090] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 9 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.18 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section
taken along lines X-X’ of Figs.19 and 20) schematically
showing the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 9 of the present
disclosure.
Fig.19 depicts a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit in the torque
fluctuation absorber according to Example 9 of the
present disclosure. Fig.20 depicts an enlarged partial ra-
dial cross-sectional view (cross-section taken along lines
Y-Y’ of Figs.18 and 19) schematically showing the struc-
ture of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber
according to Example 9.
[0091] In Example 9, modified from Example 8 (see
Figs. 15 to 17), no rivet is used for interconnecting the
sheet spring 27 and the pressure plate 13. Instead, pro-
trusions 13 f are formed on the pressure plate 13, and a
hole 27a, mating with the protrusion 13f, is bored in the
sheet spring 27. The sheet spring 27 is secured by the
rivets 29 at two points to the support plate 10. The pro-
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trusion 13f of the pressure plate 13 is projected towards
the flywheel 5. The protrusion 13f is introduced into the
hole 27a of the sheet spring 27 to prevent its movement
in the circumferential and radial directions is prevented.
In other respects, the present Example is similar to Ex-
ample 8.
[0092] In Example 9, in which the sheet spring 27, high-
er in yield than a conical spring 12, is used, the entire
device may be lowered in cost. Moreover, since the sheet
spring 27 has a torque transmitting function, a rotation
stop unit that halts rotation of the pressure plate 13 rel-
ative to the cover plate 11 (protrusion 13a and the hole
11a of Fig.2) may be dispensed with, thereby reducing
the cost and the space. In addition, since the sheet spring
27 and the pressure plate 13 are interconnected by hav-
ing the protrusion 13f of the pressure plate 13 engaged
in the hole 27a of the sheet spring 27, the pressure plate
13 may be reduced in diameter. Hence, the amount of
the steel material to be in use may be reduced, thereby
reducing the cost of the device and space.

[Example 10]

[0093] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 10 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.21 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section
taken along line X-X’ of Fig.22) schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 10 of the present disclo-
sure. Fig.22 is a plan view schematically showing the
structure of a pressure plate of the limiter unit of the torque
fluctuation absorber according to Example 10.
[0094] In Example 10, modified from Example 1 (see
Fig.2), a plurality of conical springs 31, each being of a
smaller diameter corresponding to the radial extent of
the friction material 15, are used in place of a sole conical
spring of a larger diameter (12 of Fig.2) as in Example
1. The pressure plate 13 includes a plurality of protrusions
13f mating with holes bored in the inner rim of the conical
springs 31. The protrusions 13f prevent the movement
of the conical springs 31 in the circumferential and radial
directions. The inner peripheral ends of the conical
springs 31 abut against the portions of the pressure plate
13 located on the outer periphery of the protrusions 13f
of the pressure plate 13, with the outer peripheral ends
of the conical springs 31 abutting against the support
plate 10. The conical springs 31 bias the pressure plate
13 towards the friction material 15. The center axis of the
conical spring 31 is located in an area of the portion of
the pressure plate 13 axially facing the lining plate 14,
viz., within the extent of the radial length of the friction
material 15. In other respects, the present Example is
similar to Example 8.
[0095] In Fig.21, the conical spring 31 has the inner
peripheral end abutted against the outer peripheral area
of the protrusion 13f of the pressure plate 13, while having
the outer peripheral end abutted against the support plate

10. Conversely, the conical spring 31 may also have the
outer peripheral end abutted against the outer peripheral
area of the protrusion 13f of the pressure plate 13, while
having the inner peripheral end abutted against the sup-
port plate 10. In the latter case, a protrusion like the pro-
trusion 13f provided on the pressure plate 13 is preferably
formed on the support plate 10.
[0096] In Example 10, in which the multiple conical
springs 31 of smaller diameters are used, the yield of the
spring steel material may be improved, thus reducing the
cost of the entire device.

[Example 11]

[0097] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 11 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Fig.23 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view schematically
showing the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluc-
tuation absorber according to Example 11 of the present
disclosure.
[0098] In Example 11, modified from Example 10 (see
Figs.21 and 22), a plurality of coil springs 32 of smaller
diameters are used in place of the multiple conical springs
of smaller diameters. The pressure plate 13 includes a
plurality of protrusions 13f mating with the inner periph-
eral bores in the coil springs 32. The protrusions 13f pre-
vent circumferential and radial movements of the coil
springs 32. Each coil spring 32 has its one end abutted
against the pressure plate 13 in an area of an outer pe-
riphery of the protrusion 13f of the pressure plate 13,
while having its outer peripheral end abutted against the
support plate 10. Each coil spring 32 biases the pressure
plate 13 towards the friction material 15. The center axis
of the coil spring 32 is located within the area of axial
opposition of the pressure plate 13 to the lining plate 14,
that is, within the extent of the radial length of the friction
material 15. In other respects, the Example 11 is similar
to Example 10.
[0099] In Fig.23, the protrusions 13f is provided on the
pressure plate 13. The protrusion may, however, be pro-
vided on only the support plate 10, or on each of the
pressure plate 13 and the support plate 10.
[0100] In Example 11, in which the coil springs 32 of
smaller diameters are used, the production yield may be
improved, thus lowering the cost of the entire device.

[Example 12]

[0101] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 12 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Figs.24 left depicts an
enlarged partial radial cross-sectional view schematically
showing the structure of a conical spring 12 of a limiter
unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 12 of the present disclosure, during its preparation,
and Fig.24 right depicts a similar enlarged partial radial
cross-sectional view schematically showing the structure
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of the conical spring after completion. Fig.25 depicts an
enlarged partial radial cross-sectional view schematically
showing the structure of a modification of the conical
spring 12 of the limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 12 of the present disclo-
sure.
[0102] In Example 12, modified from the conical spring
12 of Example 1 (12 of Fig.2), a conical spring 33, com-
posed of a plain sheet-shaped steel material, is bent to
form an annular conical shape for use in place of the non-
interrupted conical spring (12 of Fig.2) of Example 1. The
ends of the conical spring 33 are not joined together (i.e.,
forming free ends with or/without a gap). As in Example
1, the inner peripheral end of the conical spring 33 abuts
against the pressure plate (13 of Fig.2). A mid part of an
inclined surface of the conical spring 33, facing an inner
rim side, abuts against the fulcrum point (10b of Fig.2)
of the step (10a of Fig.2) of the support plate (10 of Fig.
2), with the outer rim side end of the conical spring being
spaced apart from the support plate (10 of Fig.2). The
conical spring 33 biases the pressure plate 13 towards
the friction material 15. Meanwhile, both circumferential
ends of the conical spring 33 may overlap with each other
(see Fig.25).
[0103] In Example 12, in which the conical spring 33,
the ends of which are not joined to each other, is used,
the yield of the spring steel material may be improved,
thus reducing the cost. In addition, if both ends of the
conical spring 33 are overlapped together, the load may
be made even to allow a larger load to be produced.

[Example 13]

[0104] A torque fluctuation absorber according to Ex-
ample 13 of the present disclosure will now be described
with reference to the drawings. Figs.26 depicts an en-
larged partial radial cross-sectional view (cross-section
taken along line X-X’ of Fig.27) schematically showing
the structure of a limiter unit in the torque fluctuation ab-
sorber according to Example 13 of the present disclo-
sure. Fig.27 depicts a similar enlarged partial radial
cross-sectional view (cross-section taken along line Y-
Y’ of Fig.26) schematically showing the structure of the
limiter unit in the torque fluctuation absorber according
to Example 13.
[0105] Fig. 13, modified from Example 1, uses a cor-
rugated spring 34 in place of using a non-interrupted con-
ical spring of Example 1 (12 of Fig.2). The corrugated
spring 34 is obtained on forming a plane sheet-shaped
spring steel material into an annular corrugated shape.
The extreme ends of the corrugated spring 34 are not
joined together. The corrugated spring 34 alternately
abuts against the pressure plate 13 and the support plate
10. The portions of the corrugated spring 34 not abutting
against the pressure plate 13 or the support plate 10 op-
erate as a sheet spring. The corrugated spring 34 biases
the pressure plate 13 towards the friction material 15. It
is noted that, to prevent circumferential as well as radial

movement of the corrugated spring 34, the corrugated
spring 34 may be secured by a rivet, not shown, to the
support plate 10, while the support plate 10 may be pro-
vided with the guide 10c shown in Fig.4. In other respects,
the Example 11 is similar to Example 10.
[0106] In Example 13, in which the corrugated spring
34, whose extreme ends are not joined together, is used,
the spring steel material may be improved in yield, while
the cost of the entire product may be lowered. Moreover,
the corrugated spring 34 is easier in forming than the
conical spring.
[0107] The particular exemplary embodiments or ex-
amples may be modified or adjusted within the gamut of
the entire disclosure of the present disclosure, inclusive
of claims, based on the fundamental technical concept
of the disclosure. Further, variegated combinations or
selections of elements disclosed herein may be made
within the scope of the claims. That is, the present dis-
closure may encompass various modifications or correc-
tions that may occur to those skilled in the art in accord-
ance with and within the gamut of the entire disclosure
thereof, inclusive of claim and the technical concept of
the present disclosure.

[Explanation of Numerals]

[0108]

1 torque fluctuation absorber
2 limiter unit
3 damper unit
4 hysteresis unit
5 flywheel
5a protrusion
6 engine side rotational shaft (first rotational

shaft)
7 transmission side rotational shaft (second ro-

tational shaft)
8, 9 bolts
10 support plate (fourth plate member)
10a step
10b fulcrum point
10c guide
10d flexure part
10e, 10f steps
10g rotation stop
11 cover plate (first plate member)
11a hole
12 conical spring (resilient member)
12a abutment
13 pressure plate (second plate member)
13a protrusion
13b circumferential protrusion (fulcrum point and

guide part)
13c outer peripheral protrusion
13d circumferential extension
13e inner peripheral protrusion
13f protrusion
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14 lining plate (third plate member)
15, 16 friction materials
17 side plate
17a window
18 side plate
18a window
19 rivet
20 coil spring
21 seat member
22, 23 thrust members
24 conical spring
25 hub member
25a hub part
25b flange part
25c window
27 sheet spring
27a hole
28, 29 rivets
31 conical spring (resilient member)
32 coil spring
33 conical spring (resilient member)
34 corrugated spring (resilient member)

[0109] A torque fluctuation absorber includes a first
plate member to which power of rotation is transmitted
from a first rotational shaft, a second plate member ar-
ranged at a preset spacing from the first plate member,
a third plate member arranged between the first plate
member and the second plate member and configured
to transmit power of rotation to a second rotational shaft.
The torque fluctuation absorber also includes a fourth
plate member arranged at a preset spacing from the sec-
ond plate member, and a resilient member arranged be-
tween the second plate member and the fourth plate
member and configured to bias the second plate member
towards the third plate member. The fourth plate member
includes a fulcrum point 10b that supports a mid portion
of the resilient member.

Claims

1. A torque fluctuation absorber, comprising:

a first plate member to which power of rotation
is transmitted from a first rotational shaft;
a second plate member arranged at a preset
spacing from the first plate member;
a third plate member arranged between the first
and second plate members and configured to
transmit power of rotation to a second rotational
shaft;
a fourth plate member arranged at a preset
spacing from the second plate member; and
a resilient member arranged between the sec-
ond plate member and the fourth plate member
and configured to bias the second plate member
towards the third plate member;

one or both of the second plate member and the
fourth plate member having a fulcrum point(s)
supporting a mid portion of the resilient member.

2. The torque fluctuation absorber according to claim
1, wherein the resilient member is a conical spring.

3. The torque fluctuation absorber according to claim
1 or 2, wherein
the fulcrum point is a foremost part of a protrusion
formed on one or both of the second plate member
and the fourth plate member.

4. The torque fluctuation absorber according to claim
1 or 2, wherein
the fulcrum point is a bent edge of a step formed on
one or both of the second plate member and the
fourth plate member.
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