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Description

Priority Claim and Incorporation By Reference

[0001] The present application claims priority to US
Provisional Application Serial Number 60/862,723, filed
October 24, 2006, which is hereby incorporated by ref-
erence in its entirety.

Technical Field

[0002] The present invention relates to biopsy needles
and more particularly to small-diameter biopsy needles
suited for automated sampling operation.

Background Art

[0003] Often, it is either desirable or necessary to ob-
tain specimens of tissue from humans and other animals,
particularly in the diagnosis and treatment of patients with
cancerous tumors, premalignant conditions, and other
diseases or disorders. For example, when it is discovered
that suspicious conditions exist, either by means of x-ray
or ultrasound imaging in various tissues of the body, a
physician typically performs a biopsy to determine if the
cells at the suspected site are cancerous.
[0004] A biopsy can be done either by an open or per-
cutaneous technique. Open biopsy is an invasive proce-
dure using a scalpel, whereby either a portion (incisional
biopsy) or the entire mass (excisional biopsy) is removed.
Percutaneous biopsy is usually done with a needle-like
instrument through a relatively small incision, and can be
performed by fine needle aspiration (FNA) or through the
taking of a core biopsy sample. In FNA biopsy, individual
cells or clusters of cells are obtained for cytologic exam-
ination and can be prepared such as in a Papanicolaou
smear. In a core biopsy, a core or fragment of the tissue
is obtained for histologic examination.
[0005] Intact tissue from the organ, lesion, or tumor is
preferred by medical personnel in order to arrive at a
definitive diagnosis regarding the patient’s condition. In
most cases only part of the tissue in question needs to
be sampled. The portions of tissue extracted must be
indicative of the organ, lesion, or tumor as a whole. Often,
multiple tissue samples from various locations of the
mass being sampled may be taken.
[0006] The percutaneous biopsy procedure can be
performed utilizing various techniques and devices. An
example is a method and a device that employs a biopsy
needle for cutting tissue sample as described in British
Patent Publication No. GB 2018601A. In the described
biopsy device, living tissue is drawn into a cutting region
under vacuum. The vacuum is created in the needle by
employing connecting lines to a vacuum generator situ-
ated outside of a hand piece that holds the cannula. The
cutting of the sample is done using a cutting mechanism
that moves axially over the cannula. After the needle is
withdrawn from the host, the sample is flushed out from

the tip of the needle. The vacuum established in the hol-
low needle is regulated externally from the hand-piece.
[0007] Another biopsy mechanism is described in Eu-
ropean Patent Publication No. EP 0890 339 A1. A biopsy
needle, with a cutting mechanism, is integrated into a
hand piece. The needle is connected via a connections
lines to an external vacuum generator and controls. The
cutting device is moveable axially in the hollow space of
the biopsy needle. A rotary movement, combined with a
manual lengthwise push causes the cutting device to
sample the tissue from the host. The sample is transport-
ed in the hollow channel of the needle. A similar arrange-
ment is also shown by U.S. Patent No. 5,526,822.
[0008] A vacuum-assisted biopsy device is described
in U.S. Patent Publication No. 2001/0011156 A1, pro-
vides for a compactly configured hand device, in whose
housing all drive elements necessary for propelling the
needle of the biopsy needle arrangement are provided.
A partial vacuum source is provided separate from the
hand device, which can be connected via an appropriate
supply line to the needle arrangement inside the hand
device at a suitable connection location.
[0009] US Patent Publication No. 20050203439, de-
scribes a biopsy device for taking tissue samples, which
includes a housing, a removable element and a control
panel. The removable part has a vacuum pump in the
form of a syringe which is driven by a first motor and a
biopsy needle which is driven by a separate motor under
the control of a controller built into a permanent hand set.
The needle and syringe are provided as a sterile package
unit.
[0010] Small diameter biopsy needles are desirable
because they have the potential to generate less tissue
trauma in the host during use. Generally, biopsy needles
use a cutting tip that slices tissue as the needle is ad-
vanced. Since biopsy needles need to be inserted a con-
siderable distance before reaching the location of the tis-
sue to be sampled, having a small diameter means less
tissue is cut by the cutting tip.
[0011] It would be desirable for a biopsy needle of small
diameter to provide greater sample size with less trauma
than larger size needles. But small-diameter needles are
believed to pose a greater design challenge because of
the structural demands on a small diameter device.

Disclosure of Invention

[0012] A biopsy needle must endure significant loads,
which makes it difficult to create biopsy needles with
small diameters. If, for example, a 10 gauge needle is
simply scaled down in size, every dimension, including
wall thickness, length, the size of the sample recess, and
the gaps between the stylet and the sheath, is reduced.
If tolerances are not scaled, the gaps remain constant
which means the stylet has to be reduced by a dispro-
portionate amount in order to reduce the outside needle
diameter. As a result, bending forces which are of little
concern in a 10 gauge needle, are significant in a 14
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gauge needle. In addition, the wall of the sample basket,
which, reduced in thickness, must withstand the shearing
forces caused by drawing tissue under vacuum into the
sample recess. Typically, the constraints force design
concessions. For example most 14 gauge needles are
able to dissect samples that are only a tenth as large as
a 10 gauge needle.
[0013] Although the following is not a comprehensive
list of features, three major features the invention address
the above problems permitting a reliable 14 gauge needle
with large sample size. First, longitudinal cutting edges
on the sides of the sample recess are located at a greater
radial distance from the axis of the stylet than the inner
diameter of the sample recess. This improves the ability
of the walls of the sample recess to withstand shearing
forces resulting from drawing tissue under vacuum into
the sample recess. Second, the stylet is reinforced by an
internal longitudinal reinforcement element, preferably
along the entire length of the stylet proximal of the sample
recess. Preferably, the reinforcement is affixed to the
stylet, for example by welding. Third, the proximal end,
along a substantial length thereof, is supported and con-
strained to resist bending thereof.
[0014] According to an embodiment, a biopsy device
has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uniform
wall thickness. The stylet has an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal
end, and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends
being disposed on the axis. The stylet has a working
length from the distal end that extends beyond a housing
when inserted therein. A longitudinal recess forms a sam-
ple chamber that is positioned adjacent the distal end
extending axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of
the working length. More preferably, the sample chamber
extends axially a distance of about 0.75 inch. A longitu-
dinal insert is connected to the stylet such that additional
bending-resisting reinforcement is provided to the stylet.
[0015] Preferably, the longitudinal insert is affixed with-
in the stylet along a major fraction of the working length
and more preferably, the longitudinal insert is affixed
along most of the working length. Preferably, the longi-
tudinal insert is a cylinder. The cylinder preferably has a
lumen whose diameter is approximately 0.0025 in. The
longitudinal insert is preferably affixed between the re-
cess and a position proximal of the distal end. The stylet’s
ratio of wall diameter to the wall thickness is preferably
less than 15 and more preferably about 10. Note that
although other configurations of reinforcement inserts
may be used, which have one or more channels or lu-
mens, preferably, no single open area facing the sample
chamber is greater than about 0.0025 in. equivalent di-
ameter to prevent solid sample material being drawn into
the one or more channels. Equivalent diameter is four
times the open area divided by the internal perimeter of
the open area.
[0016] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy

samples, and a proximal portion. A mounting member is
configured to support the proximal portion of the stylet
such that bending of the proximal portion is resisted by
the mounting member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong. A longitudinal
reinforcement is affixed at multiple affixation points to the
stylet and extending along a major fraction of the stylet
and also extending between the at least three support
points, such that the reinforcement also resists bending.
Preferably, the at least three support points are included
in a continuous series of points of contact between a
longitudinal reinforcement and the mounting member.
Preferably, the stylet has a working length from the distal
end that extends axially of the mounting member when
held thereby. Preferably, the sample recess has cutting
edges extending parallel to an axis joining the distal end
and the proximal portion, the cutting edges being on lat-
eral sides of the longitudinal recess. Preferably, the cut-
ting edges define an apex angle of about 40°.
[0017] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet preferably has a distal
end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy
samples. The stylet also has a proximal end, the distal
and proximal ends being disposed on the axis. Prefera-
bly, a mounting structure holds the stylet, the stylet having
a working length from the distal end that extends distally
of the mounting structure when supported thereby. The
longitudinal recess forms a sample chamber and posi-
tioned adjacent the distal end extending axially a distance
of between 10 and 25% of the working length. The lon-
gitudinal recess preferably has cutting edges extending
parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the longitudinal re-
cess. The cutting edges preferably have a depth, per-
pendicular to the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the
wall thickness. The distance between the cutting edges
is preferably less than the outer diameter and greater
than the inner diameter.
[0018] A longitudinal insert may also be included to
provide additional reinforcement to the stylet. The longi-
tudinal insert is preferably affixed within the stylet along
a major fraction of the working length. The longitudinal
insert is preferably affixed between the recess and a po-
sition distal of the proximal end. The ratio of the diameter
to the wall thickness is preferably less than 15 and, more
preferably, about 10.
[0019] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal end with
a sample recess configured to receive biopsy samples,
and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends being
disposed on the axis. A mounting structure holds the
stylet, the stylet having a working length from the distal
end that extends distally of the mounting structure when
supported thereby. A longitudinal recess forms a sample
chamber and positioned adjacent the distal end extend-
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ing axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of the work-
ing length. A longitudinal insert is connected to the stylet
such that additional bending-resisting reinforcement is
provided to the stylet. The longitudinal insert is affixed
within the stylet along a major fraction of the working
length. The longitudinal insert may be a cylinder. The
cylinder has a lumen whose diameter is approximately
0.0025 in. The longitudinal insert is affixed within the
stylet along a major fraction of the working length,
[0020] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal end with
a sample recess configured to receive biopsy samples,
and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends being
disposed on the axis. A mounting structure holds the
stylet, the stylet having a working length from the distal
end that extends distally of the mounting structure when
supported thereby. A longitudinal recess forms a sample
chamber positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially along a portion of the stylet. A cylindrical longitu-
dinal insert is connected to the stylet such that additional
bending-resisting reinforcement is provided to the stylet
along a major fraction of its length. Preferably, the cylin-
der has a lumen whose diameter is no more than 0.0025
in. and preferably about 0.0025 in. The reinforcement is
preferably affixed within the stylet along a major fraction
of the working length. The reinforcement is affixed be-
tween the recess and a position distal of the proximal
end. The ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is
about 10.
[0021] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal end with
a sample recess configured to receive biopsy samples
and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends being
disposed on the axis. A mounting structure holds the
stylet, the stylet having a working length from the distal
end that extends distally of the mounting structure when
supported thereby. A longitudinal recess forms a sample
chamber positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of the working
length.
[0022] Preferably, the longitudinal recess has cutting
edges extending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of
the longitudinal recess. The cutting edges have planar
faces that lie opposite each other on either side of the
axis and define an angle such that the planar faces have
a widest spacing at the cutting edge and taper toward
the bases of the cutting edges where they widen to the
wall thickness of the stylet. The distance between the
cutting edges is less than the outer diameter and greater
than the inner diameter. Preferably, a longitudinal insert
provides additional reinforcement to the stylet. Prefera-
bly, the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length. Preferably,
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a

most of the working length. Preferably, the longitudinal
insert is affixed between the recess and a position distal
of the proximal end. Preferably, the ratio of the diameter
to the wall thickness is less than 15. More preferably, the
ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about 10.
[0023] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal end with
a sample recess configured to receive biopsy samples
and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends being
disposed on the axis. A mounting structure holds the
stylet, the stylet having a working length from the distal
end that extends distally of the mounting structure when
supported thereby. The longitudinal recess has cutting
edges extending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of
the longitudinal recess. The cutting edges define an apex
angle of about 40°.
[0024] Preferably, the distance between the cutting
edges is less than the outer diameter and greater than
the inner diameter. Preferably, a longitudinal insert pro-
vides additional reinforcement to the stylet. Preferably,
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a
substantial fraction of the working length. More prefera-
bly, the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a most of the working length. Preferably, the longitudinal
insert is affixed between the recess and a position distal
of the proximal end. Preferably, the ratio of the diameter
to the wall thickness is less than 15. Preferably, the ratio
of the diameter to the wall thickness is about 10. Prefer-
ably, the cutting edges having a depth, perpendicular to
the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thickness.
[0025] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy
samples, and a proximal end, the distal and proximal
ends being disposed on an axis. A mounting structure is
configured to support a proximal portion of the stylet such
that bending of the proximal portion is resisted by sup-
porting the proximal portion at multiple points along the
proximal portion.
[0026] Preferably, the multiple points are a continuous
series of points of contact between an axially-elongated
support element within the mounting structure. Prefera-
bly, the axially-elongated support element is located at
a distal end of the mounting structure. Preferably, the
stylet has a working length from the distal end that ex-
tends distally of the mounting structure when supported
thereby. Preferably, the longitudinal recess has cutting
edges extending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of
the longitudinal recess. Preferably, the cutting edges de-
fine an apex angle of about 40°,
[0027] Preferably, the distance between the cutting
edges is less than the outer diameter and greater than
the inner diameter. Preferably, a longitudinal insert pro-
viding additional reinforcement to the stylet. Preferably,
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a
major fraction of the working length. Preferably, the lon-
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gitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a most of
the working length. Preferably, the longitudinal insert is
affixed between the recess and a position distal of the
proximal end. Preferably, the ratio of the diameter to the
wall thickness is less than 15. More preferably, the ratio
of the diameter to the wall thickness is about 10.
[0028] Preferably, the cutting edges having a depth,
perpendicular to the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the
wall thickness. Preferably, a vacuum pump is provide
that is capable of drawing a vacuum of at least 21 in. Hg
in the stylet. Preferably, the vacuum pump is capable of
drawing a vacuum of at least 21 in. Hg in the sample
recess.
[0029] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy
samples, a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends
being disposed on an axis. A reinforcement element is
affixed inside the stylet and located proximal of the sam-
ple recess, having at least one channel therethrough, the
at least one channel having no single open area adjacent
to the sample recess greater than about 0.0025 in. equiv-
alent diameter. A mounting structure is preferably con-
figured to support a proximal portion of the stylet such
that bending of the proximal portion is resisted by sup-
porting the proximal portion at multiple points along the
proximal portion, at least several of the multiple points
being supported at longitudinal locations that coincide
with the reinforcement element.
[0030] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a 14 gauge needle having a generally cylindrical
hollow stylet. The stylet has a distal end with a sample
recess configured to receive biopsy samples. The sam-
ple recess has longitudinal cutting edges on lateral sides
thereof, the cutting edges cutting the stylet at about 70%
of the stylet outer diameter. Preferably, the cutting edges
have internal faces that are angled such that the cutting
edges are further apart at their apexes than at their bases.
[0031] According to another embodiment a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy
samples, and a proximal portion. A mounting member is
configured to support the proximal portion of the stylet
such that bending of the proximal portion is resisted by
the mounting member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong. A longitudinal
reinforcement is affixed at multiple affixation points to the
stylet and extending along a significant fraction of the
stylet and also extending between the at least three sup-
port points, such that the reinforcement is also resists
bending.
[0032] According to an embodiment, a biopsy device
has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uniform
wall thickness. The stylet has an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal
end, and a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends
being disposed on the axis. The stylet has a working
length from the distal end that extends beyond a housing

when inserted therein. A longitudinal recess forms a sam-
ple chamber that extends axially along the working
length. A cylindrical longitudinal insert is connected to
the stylet such that additional bending-resisting rein-
forcement is provided to the stylet.
[0033] Preferably, the longitudinal insert is affixed with-
in the stylet along a significant fraction of the working
length and more preferably, the longitudinal insert is af-
fixed along most of the working length. The insert, in the
cylinder embodiment, has a lumen whose diameter is
approximately 0.0025 in. The longitudinal insert is pref-
erably affixed between the recess and a position distal
of the proximal end. The stylet’s ratio of wall diameter to
the wall thickness is preferably less than 1 and greater
than 4. More preferably, it is in the range of 9-12 and
even more preferably, the ratio of the diameter to the wall
thickness is about 10 for a stylet whose outer diameter
is about 2 mm or a 14 gauge biopsy needle.
[0034] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness. The stylet has an inner diameter, an
outer diameter, and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a
distal end, and a proximal end, the distal and proximal
ends being disposed on the axis. The stylet has a working
length from the distal end that extends beyond a housing
when inserted therein. The working length is defined by
a distal-most support element attached to the stylet or a
position where the stylet is supported along its length
when inserted in a housing. A longitudinal recess forms
a sample chamber that is positioned adjacent the distal
end extending axially a distance of between 10 and 25%
of the working length. The longitudinal recess has cutting
edges extending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of
the longitudinal recess. The cutting edges having planar
faces that lie opposite each other on either side of the
axis and define an angle such that the planar faces have
a widest spacing at the cutting edge. The distance be-
tween the cutting edges is less than the outer diameter
and greater than the inner diameter.
[0035] Preferably, the biopsy device also has a longi-
tudinal insert providing additional reinforcement to the
stylet. The longitudinal insert is preferably affixed within
the stylet to multiple points separated by a significant
fraction of the working length and more preferably, at the
ends of the longitudinal insert. The means of affixation
may be welding, adhesion, or any other bonding method.
The insert may be compression-fitted by heating and sub-
sequent cooling so that it is affixed along its entire length.
The longitudinal insert is preferably affixed between the
recess and a position distal of the proximal end. The ratio
of wall diameter to the wall thickness is preferably less
than 15. The ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness
is more preferably about 10.
[0036] According to yet another embodiment, the bi-
opsy device has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet hav-
ing an axis, and a distal end with a sample recess con-
figured to receive biopsy samples. At least one support
fixture holds the stylet, the fixture having at least first and
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second support portions separated along the axis of the
stylet. The stylet has a proximal portion extending from
a point proximal of the sample recess to the first and
second support portions. The proximal portion has a stiff-
ness that is substantially greater than a tube whose di-
ameter and wall thickness is the same as the diameter
and wall thickness of the sample recess. Preferably, the
support fixture has at least a third support portion to pre-
vent bending of the stylet.
[0037] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet with a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, and an outer di-
ameter. The stylet also has a longitudinal axis and distal
and proximal ends. The distal and proximal ends are dis-
posed on the axis. The housing is configured to support
a proximal portion of the stylet therewithin such that bend-
ing of the proximal portion is resisted by supporting the
proximal portion at multiple points along the proximal por-
tion.
[0038] According to another embodiment a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet with a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer diameter,
and a longitudinal axis. The stylet has a distal end and a
proximal end. The distal and proximal ends are disposed
on the axis. The stylet has a working length from the distal
end that extends beyond a housing when inserted there-
in. The stylet has a longitudinal recess with cutting edges
extending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the lon-
gitudinal recess, with the cutting edges defining an apex
angle of about 40°.
[0039] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to receive biopsy
samples, and a proximal portion. A mounting member is
configured to support the proximal portion of the stylet
such that bending of the proximal portion is resisted by
the mounting member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong. The at least three
support points may be included in a continuous series of
points of contact between a longitudinal reinforcement
and the mounting member.
[0040] A longitudinal reinforcement may be affixed at
multiple affixation points to the stylet and extending along
a substantial fraction of the stylet and also extending be-
tween the at least three support points, such that the
reinforcement is also resists bending.
[0041] The stylet can have a working length from the
distal end that extends axially of the mounting member
when held thereby. The sample recess preferably has
cutting edges extending parallel to an axis joining the
distal end and the proximal portion, the cutting edges
being on lateral sides of the longitudinal recess. The cut-
ting edges preferably define an apex angle of about 40°.
[0042] According to another embodiment, a biopsy de-
vice has a generally stylet having a distal end with a sam-
ple recess configured to receive biopsy samples, and a
proximal portion. A mounting member is configured to
support the proximal portion of the stylet such that bend-

ing of the proximal portion is resisted by the mounting
member supporting the proximal portion at at least three
support points therealong. The proximal portion extends
from a point proximal of the sample recess continuous
to and between the at least three support points, the prox-
imal portion having a stiffness substantially greater than
a portion distal thereto. The proximal portion has a lumen
extending to the sample recess. The proximal portion is
a cylinder with a lumen therein, the lumen having a sub-
stantially smaller equivalent diameter than the sample
recess.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0043]

Fig. 1A is a partial section view of a biopsy needle
stylet with a sample chamber.
Fig. 1B is a side view of a biopsy needle showing
support points.
Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate a section view of the sam-
ple chamber of Fig. 1 and features thereof.
Fig. 3 illustrates a detail taken at a proximal end of
the stylet of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 illustrates a detail of a biopsy needle stylet and
sample chamber at a distal end of the biopsy needle.
Figs. 5A and 5B illustrate an assembly including the
needle of Fig. 1
Fig. 6 illustrates a detail of the stylet near a proximal
end of a sample chamber.
Fig. 7 illustrates an alternative reinforcement and tis-
sue block.
Figs. 8A through 8F illustrate a type of cutting sheath
and operational aspects.
Fig. 9 shows a stylet and another type of cutting
sheath in a modular consumable component that in-
cludes the stylet of the foregoing figures.
Fig. 10 shows a biopsy needle stylet with a single-
piece reinforced section over the length that is prox-
imal of the sample chamber.
Fig. 11 shows a biopsy needle stylet with a composite
reinforced section over the length that is proximal of
the sample chamber.
Figs. 12A and 12B are illustrations for purposes of
discussing various kinds of reinforcement compo-
nents.
Figs. 13A and 13B illustrate overconstraining of the
stylet to reduce flexion in the needle.

Mode(s) For Carrying Out The Invention

[0044] Various driving mechanisms for biopsy needles
are known and many are suitable for use with the inven-
tion disclosed below. A preferred type of drive mecha-
nism is a self-contained unit disclosed in US Patent Serial
No. 10/500,522, published as U.S. 2005/0203439 (re-
ferred to in the background section) filed in the US on
April 6, 2005 and US Patent Serial No. 10/500,518, filed

9 10 



EP 2 210 564 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

in the US on March 1, 2005, both of which are hereby
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.
[0045] Referring to Figs. 1 to 7, a biopsy needle stylet
100 has a sample chamber opening 113 with sloping
edges 107 and 109 and sides defined by an internal sur-
face 103 of the stylet 100. The biopsy needle stylet 100
has a fully circular cross-section over most of its length
except along the sample chamber opening 113 whose
interior surface is indicated at 103. Along the sample
chamber opening 113, the stylet 100 has an approxi-
mately semicircular cross-section as shown at 100A.
[0046] The edges of the sample chamber opening 113
are chamfered to form cutting edges 114 on either side
of the sample chamber opening 113. The outsides 114A
of the cutting edges 114 are defined by the cylindrical
surface 116 of the stylet 100 whereas the inside surfaces
114B of the cutting edges 114 are defined by flat surfac-
es, also indicated at 114B. The flat surfaces 114B can
be created by machining, for example.
[0047] The ratios and dimensions discussed below
and elsewhere in the present application are preferable
for a 14 gauge stylet 100, which preferably includes a
cutting sheath as described below. Preferably, the sam-
ple chamber opening 113 has a width that is between
the outer diameter M of the stylet 100 and the inner di-
ameter N of the stylet 100. In addition, preferably, the
inside surfaces 114B of the cutting edges 114 slope away
from a plane of symmetry 114D such that they are wider
apart at the cutting edges 114 than the lines 114C where
the inside surfaces 114B of the cutting edges 114 meet
the inside surface 103 of the stylet 100.
[0048] Note that the inside surfaces 114B of the cutting
edges 114 can be flat or curved to achieve substantially
the same configuration. Preferably, the distance between
the lines 114C, on opposite sides of the inside surface
103 of the stylet, are separated by a distance approxi-
mately equal to the inside diameter N of the stylet. Pref-
erably, the angle K is greater than 10 degrees and more
preferably it is greater than 15° and even more preferably,
it is about 19 degrees. Preferably the cutting edges 114
have a height L that is between 2.5 and 4 times the wall
thickness J (or M - N) of the stylet 100. Preferably, in the
embodiments of Figs. 1-7, the ratio of wall thickness J to
outer diameter M is between less than 15 and greater
than 4. More preferably the ratio of wall thickness J to
outer diameter M is about 10. By providing the angle K
and the cutting edges 114 at the heights indicated, the
nominal apex angle of the cutting angle can be about
40°, which is a desirable angle for cutting edge 114 in-
tegrity and sharpness and also for allowing it to withstand
the forces generated by a vacuum which pulls tissue into
the sample chamber 313 despite relatively thin walls.
[0049] The cutting edges 114 lie over the centers of
the stylet 100 walls and are not aligned with the inner
surface 103. That is, it will be observed that each of the
cutting edges 114 lies between inner surface 103 and
the outer cylindrical surface 116. In this particular exam-
ple, it will be observed that the sloping side 114B, the

surface 114A and the horizontal line intersecting the line
114C form, approximately, a symmetrical triangle 170.
Preferably, the cutting edge 114 lies at a radial distance
from the longitudinal axis that is less than the inner radius
of the basket inner surface 103. In the example, the cut-
ting edge lies well over the base 114D (the base coincid-
ing with a diametric line as in the illustrations) of the tri-
angle 170 so that the angle K is a substantial angle, i.e.,
is well above zero. As noted, since the walls are thin, and
preferably, as discussed below, vacuum levels relatively
high, the forces on the cutting edges can be substantial.
The forces are compensated by a force with a component
directed toward the center of the stylet so the blade edges
114 tend to be pulled together. Thus, providing the cutting
edges with the illustrated shape, with the substantial
slope ensured by providing a nonzero, positive angle K,
helps to supply this compensating force with less risk of
bending. Also, the height N of the cutting edges, which
is low to help to reduce these forces but not overly so,
helps ensure large sample size. In the preferred embod-
iment, the ratio of the height N to outer diameter of the
stylet is about 70% (i.e., N divided by the diameter of
inner surface 103 is about 0.7). Another way of stating
this is that the plane defined by the two parallel cutting
edges cuts the stylet longitudinally at about 70% of its
diameter.
[0050] Note that the cutting edge 1 I4 can have multiple
angles at the apex and the foregoing is an average at
the approach to the apex.
[0051] The ratio of the length B of the sample chamber
opening 113 to working length (W, defined, according to
convention, as the length of the stylet 100 extending be-
yond the apparatus used to handle the needle, such as
a hand-held driver unitary device - not shown - as dis-
closed in US Patent Publication No. 20050203439) is in
the range of 0.10 to 0.25 and more preferably, the ratio
is about 0.1 to 0.2. Preferably, the axial length of the
sample recess is between 0.7 and 1 inch and more pref-
erably, about 0.75 inches. Referring in particular to Fig.
1B, a needle, including stylet 100 and cutting sheath 172,
is provided with first and second support elements 98
and 99. However, the supports may be parts of a hand-
held or machine-held biopsy device. The working length
W is the portion of the stylet 100 extending beyond the
most distal support and outside the housing (not shown
in Fig. 1B). As discussed further below, additional bend-
resisting support is preferably provided as indicated at
99A.
[0052] In terms of absolute dimensions, the stylet 100
wall thickness J is preferably between 0.005 in. and 0.007
in. and preferably it is about 0.006 in. Preferably the work-
ing length is between about 3.5 and 6.5 inches and more
preferably, 5.5 inches. This may be varied depending on
particular details of the application. For example, for ster-
eotactic applications, the working length is preferably
about 140 mm and for handheld applications, the working
length can be as low as about 90 mm. Angle C is pref-
erably, between 60 and 65 degrees and 120 degrees and
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angle F is preferably about 120 degrees. A proximal end
120 of the stylet 100 has a taper forming an angle H of
approximately 20 degrees. The total length A of the stylet
100 may be chosen based on the connected driver. In a
representative embodiment, the total length A of the
stylet 100 is about 10 in.
[0053] Stresses on 14 gauge biopsy needles (the
gauge specification being based on the diameter of the
stylet 100, not the stylet with an overlying cutting sheath,
to be describe further on) are high, due to the small di-
ameter. This can make ensuring the smooth and reliable
operation of the needle difficult. For example, a longitu-
dinally-advancing cutting sleeve (See for example, US
Patent No. 7,025,732, hereby incorporated by reference
as if fully set forth herein), turning around the stylet 100,
may warp the stylet 100 or any bending attending normal
manual or machine-held use may cause jamming. Vari-
ous means of addressing these issues are discussed
herein, including preventing bending and reinforcing the
stylet, but it has also proved useful to provide a lubricant
between the stylet and the cutting sheath. Preferably,
such a lubricant is sterile and biocompatible. Many lubri-
cants are known, for example, mineral oil, silicone, or
Hyaluronan-based lubricants may be used. Preferably,
a lubricant is provided as part of a sterile-prepackaged
disposable biopsy needle consumable unit.
[0054] Another preferred mechanism for helping to en-
sure reliable and smooth operation of a thin needle is to
employ a reinforcement in the needle. Preferably this is
done without compromising the sample size such as by
providing at least one reinforcement element over most
of the length of the stylet 100 but not including the sample
chamber 113 such that any reinforcement does not re-
duce the size of the sample chamber 113. In a preferred
configuration, the stylet 100 is provided with an insert
127 along a portion of the stylet 100 that is proximal of
the sample chamber 113. The insert 127 may take the
form of an annular cylindrical tube (also indicated at 127).
The insert 127 may be affixed to the stylet 100 with ad-
hesive, by welding, by compression fit, or by nesting.
Preferably, the affixation of the reinforcement is affixed
at at least two points that are separated by a substantial
axial distance. Preferably the insert 127 has a relatively
narrow tubular lumen 105 or other channel to allow fluids
to be conveyed to and from the sample chamber 113,
such as air (vacuum) and saline (for flushing samples
out of the chamber 113). The distal end of the insert 127
may have a beveled surface 107 that coincides with the
chamfered end of the sample chamber 113. Preferably,
the insert 127 runs along most of the length of the stylet
100. The insert 127 preferably has an internal diameter
of 0.025 or less, at least at the distal end thereof to act
as a tissue block, preventing tissue from being drawn
into the lumen 105 when the sample chamber is subject-
ed to a vacuum by drawing fluid through the lumen 105.
[0055] A trocar 111 or other type of cutting tip may be
proved at the distal end of the stylet. The beveled end
115 of the stylet 100 may be press-fitted into a hub 151.

The beveled end 115, so-fitted, may extend into a recess
portion 115 of the hub 151 to provide a portion of a con-
nector. For example, the bevel may stretch a flexible an-
nular adapter (not shown) to form a seal. An alternative
insert 167 is shown in Fig. 7. The alternative insert 167
may be formed by extrusion, for example, and may be
affixed to the stylet 100 wall 101 1 as discussed above.
[0056] Note that although in the above embodiments,
the biopsy needle was described as being used with a
cutting sheath that advances and rotates to cut a sample,
it is possible to employ a rotating sheath with a blade that
is parallel to the sheath axis, or nearly so. Figs. 8A to 8F
illustrate a biopsy needle 201 with an outer sheath 206.
Referring to Fig. 8A, the outer sheath 206, in the present
embodiment, is cylindrical and has an opening 251 with
at least one sharp edge defining a blade 221. A cylinder-
shaped inner sheath 236 has a port 231, which, in Fig.
8A, is aligned with the opening 251. The port 231 provides
access to a sample chamber 226 which is defined by a
volume within the inner sheath 236. A trocar 212 is affixed
to a distal end of the inner sheath 236. A handle (not
shown) is presumed to be provided, opposite the trocar
212, to support the biopsy needle 200. Note that the sam-
ple chamber 226 is not shown with the preferred dimen-
sions as discussed above with reference to Figs. 2A and
2B but is indicated figuratively here for purposes of dis-
cussing the cutting sheath operation.
[0057] Figs. 8B through 8F show, in section D-D, the
needle 201 of Fig. 8A in successive stages of a sampling
operation. These stages occur after the needle 201 is
inserted into living tissue, a sample of which is to be ex-
cised for a biopsy. In Fig. 8B, the outer sheath 206 begins
in a position in which it covers the port 231. The needle
201 is inserted while the outer sheath 206 is in this po-
sition relative to the inner sheath 236. Once the biopsy
needle 201 is in position for sampling, the outer sheath
206 is rotated progressively in a counter-clockwise direc-
tion. The counter-clockwise rotation of the outer sheath
206 proceeds progressively through the stages indicated
by Figs. 8B through 8F. The outer sheath 206 may be
driven by any suitable drive mechanism.
[0058] While the biopsy needle is in the insertion po-
sition shown in Fig. 8B, and after insertion into the tissue
to be sampled (not shown), a vacuum is generated in the
sample chamber 226 by drawing air through the inner
sheath 236. The vacuum may be generated by any suit-
able device. Once a vacuum has been generated, the
outer sheath 206 begins to rotate in the counter-clock-
wise direction. In Fig. 8C, the opening 251 is shown after
having moved partly toward a position of coincidence with
the port 231. As the rotation proceeds, the blade 221
advances toward the port 231. In this position, the vac-
uum, created in the sample chamber 226, draws tissue
to be sampled through the opening 251 and port 231 until
it begins to enter the sample chamber 226. The outer
sheath 206, at this point, moves counter-clockwise to-
ward the position shown in Fig. 8D where the port 231 is
fully uncovered, the opening 251 having moved into co-
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incidence with the opening 231. The vacuum causes tis-
sue to be drawn into the sample chamber 226 and the
outer sheath 206 continues rotating in the counter-clock-
wise direction to the position shown in Fig. 8E.
[0059] As the outer sheath 206 rotates toward the po-
sition shown in Fig. 8E, the blade 221 partly slices the
tissue that has been drawn into the sample chamber 226.
As the blade 221 continues toward the position of Fig.
8F, the tissue sample is completely severed from the host
and held within the sample chamber 226 while a portion
of the outer sheath 206 behind the blade 221 covers the
port 231. The biopsy needle 201 can then be withdrawn
from the inserted position as it retains the sample.
[0060] To remove the tissue sample, the operation de-
picted in Figs. 8B through 8F may be repeated. However,
in this case, a positive pressure may be generated in
sample chamber 226 before starting the cycle. As the
outer sheath 206 rotates clockwise through the succes-
sive positions starting with the one shown in Fig. 8F, a
pressure is applied to the sample chamber 226 and the
port 231 is uncovered. This causes the pressure in sam-
ple chamber 226 to force the tissue sample out through
the uncovered port (about the position shown in Fig. 8D).
The cycle may then continue to the point shown in Fig. 8B.
[0061] As in the previous embodiments, the outer
sheath 206 could rotate in either direction, or both direc-
tions, in alternative embodiments. For example, the port
231 could be uncovered by rotating in one direction and
the cutting operation and covering could occur after re-
versing the direction of rotation immediately after uncov-
ering the port 231. This alternative may be provided for
all of the embodiments described herein. In addition, the
blade 221 may be on either or both sides of the opening
251. As in the previous embodiments, the speed of rota-
tion of the outer sheath 206 may be constant or variable.
For example, to reduce amplify torque from the drive
mechanism, a reduced force/torque transmission ratio of
the drive may be provided to level the prime mover load
through the cutting phase. The port 231 may be angled
to help reduce the instantaneous torque load on the outer
sheath 206 drive mechanism (not shown).
[0062] The other type of cutting sheath discussed
above is illustrated in Figs. 1B and 9. The stylet 100 lies
within the cutting sheath 301 and both are held in a frame
305. The stylet 100 extends all the way to the hub 151
which is held in a single longitudinal position relative to
the frame 305, thereby preventing the stylet 100 from
moving axially. The cutting sheath 301 simultaneously
rotates and advances and retracts relative to the frame
305 when a gear 307 is correspondingly driven rotation-
ally by a drive, which is shown figuratively at 174 in Fig.
1B. The gear 307 is attached to the cutting sheath 301
and a threaded cylinder 309 in mesh with a nut 311 affixed
to the frame 305. Thus, the rotation of the gear 307 caus-
es axial translation of the cutting sheath 301 as well as
rotation thereof. The device shown in Fig. 9 may form
part of a disposable unit that fits into a reusable drive.
[0063] Referring to Fig. 10, a biopsy needle stylet 400

is similar to the biopsy needle stylet of Fig. 4, having a
sample chamber opening 413 with sloping edges 407
and 409 and an interior 403 formed from a cylindrical
element 401, The proximal part 427 of the cylindrical el-
ement 401 receives an extension 408 of a heavy stylet
portion 428. The thick-walled heavy stylet portion 428
provides an element which is substantially stiffer than a
cylinder whose wall thickness and diameter is the same
as that coinciding with the sample recess 412 such that
this embodiment may avoid the need for an additional
reinforcement. Other features are similar to the embod-
iment of Fig. 4. Referring to Fig. 11, in a further variation,
the reinforcement is obtained in a main portion of the
stylet 403 by means of a composite reinforcement ele-
ment such as a carbon fiber wind layer 422. Here, the
element 425 may be thinner-walled than in previous em-
bodiments due to the additional stiffness provided by the
composite support 422.
[0064] The internal reinforcement elements described
in the foregoing can have various cross-sectional
shapes, for example a cross-shape as indicated at 434,
which may provide vacuum-transmitting lumens at the
corners 432 or may include a central lumen 431 for that
purpose. Other shapes such as triangular, square, pen-
tagonal or lobed structures may be employed, again, with
our without a centrally-located lumen.
[0065] The issue of rigidity is also preferably ad-
dressed by means of a-constraining support structure
that helps to prevent the bending of the stylet. Figs. 13A
and 13B show stylet 443 with a working portion B and a
supported portion proximal (remainder of the stylet 443
to the left in the drawings) thereof. Typically needles have
a substantial length in the proximal part, which extends
well into the body of the support, and control apparatus
with which it interoperates. Support for the needle is typ-
ically provided by holding the needle at it rear end where
it engages a support apparatus. For example, many bi-
opsy needles have a needle shooting mode in which the
needle is driven into, or adjacent, the tissue mass to be
sampled by a spring or other paroxysmal actuator. So
the proximal terminal end of the needle would ordinarily
be held by such a component, which is illustrated figura-
tively as the support points 448 and 454 in both of Figs.
13A and 13B. The distal support is indicated at 442 in
Fig. 13A in a typical configuration. Support of the stylet
443 may be provided by a part of a permanent reusable
structure, a part of a disposable, limited use structure, or
a combination of the permanent reusable structure and
the disposable structure. For example, see US Applica-
tions 10/500,522 and 10/500,518 incorporated by refer-
ence above which show that the needle is carried by a
plastic carrier that accompanies the non-reusable unit.
[0066] Preferably, additional or modified supports are
provided as discussed below. Both embodiments of Figs.
13A and 13B have a cutting sheath 444 driven by a drive
490, which can be either rotational or axial or both as
discussed above and in the documents incorporated by
reference. The cutting sheath tightly encloses the stylet
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443 so that support of the cutting sheath 444 provides
support of the stylet 443 therewithin. In the present em-
bodiment, additional support is provided by the supports
450, which are approximately equidistant between sup-
ports 442 and 448. Additional supports or alternative lo-
cations for the additional support are indicated at 452.
The result of the additional support is to constrain the
ability of the stylet 443 and sheath 444 combination to
bend.
[0067] The most effective location for the additional
supports 450 is midway between the supports 440 and
448 but this may or may not be possible given other pack-
aging requirements, depending on the particulars of the
application. A compromise on the position of additional
supports may therefore be required. Additional supports
452 and the strength and rigidity provided by the supports
may be combined to aid in preventing bending, In addition
or alternatively, as illustrated in embodiment of Fig. 13B,
an elongate support 446 may be provided to constrain
the bending of the stylet 443 and sheath 444 combination.
The supports may be provided in the design of the biopsy
needle in a variety of fashions. They may include collars,
recesses in fixed bulkheads, protrusions in the housing,
or any functional element that constrains movement and
bending of the stylet 443 and sheath 444 combination. It
has been found that for smaller diameter needles, such
as a 14 gauge needle, that the additional constraint of
the needle is important compensation for the thinness of
the needle and has resulted in higher operational relia-
bility than when the support is provided without signifi-
cantly constraining bending. Preferably, at least a multi-
ple of the supports 448, 452, 450, 442, or a major fraction
of support 446 should coincide with the longitudinal ex-
tent of the reinforcement or nearly so, so that the fixity of
the supports is transmitted through the reinforcement’s
rigidity, to the stylet.
[0068] To assist in securing large sample size, the
magnitude of the vacuum used to draw samples into the
sample chamber is preferably at least 21 in. Hg and more
preferably at least 22 in. Hg.
[0069] While the present invention has been disclosed
with reference to certain preferred exemplary embodi-
ments, numerous modifications, alterations, and chang-
es to the described exemplary embodiments are possible
without departing from the sphere and scope of the
present invention. Accordingly, it is intended that the
present invention not be limited to the described exem-
plary embodiments, but that it have the full scope of the
following claims and the equivalents thereof.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0070]

1. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to re-

ceive biopsy samples, and a proximal portion;
a mounting member configured to support the
proximal portion of the stylet such that bending
of the proximal portion is resisted by the mount-
ing member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong;
a longitudinal reinforcement affixed at multiple
affixation points to the stylet and extending along
a substantial fraction of the stylet and also ex-
tending between the at least three support
points, such that the reinforcement also resists
bending.

2. The device of embodiment 1, wherein the at least
three support points are included in a continuous se-
ries of points of contact between a longitudinal rein-
forcement and the mounting member.
3. The device of embodiment 1, wherein the stylet
has a working length from the distal end that extends
axially of the mounting member when held thereby.
4. The device of embodiment 1, wherein the sample
recess has cutting edges extending parallel to an
axis joining the distal end and the proximal portion,
the cutting edges being on lateral sides of the longi-
tudinal recess.
5. The device of embodiment 1, wherein the cutting
edges define an apex angle of
about 40°.
6. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples, and
a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends be-
ing disposed on the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing structure when supported thereby;
a longitudinal recess forming a sample chamber
and positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of the
working length;
the longitudinal recess having cutting edges ex-
tending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the
longitudinal recess;
the cutting edges having a depth, perpendicular
to the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the wall
thickness;
the distance between the cutting edges being
less than the outer diameter and greater than
the inner diameter.

7. The biopsy device of embodiment 6, further com-
prising a longitudinal insert providing additional re-
inforcement to the stylet.
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8. The biopsy device of embodiment 7, wherein the
longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a
substantial fraction of the working length.
9. The biopsy device of embodiment 7, wherein the
longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
most of the working length.
10. The biopsy device of embodiment 9, wherein the
longitudinal insert is affixed between the recess and
a position distal of the proximal end.
11. The biopsy device of embodiment 7, wherein the
ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less than
15.
12. The biopsy device of embodiment 11, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
13. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples, and
a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends be-
ing disposed on the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing structure when supported thereby;
a longitudinal recess forming a sample chamber
and positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of the
working length;
a longitudinal insert connected to the stylet such
that additional bending-resisting reinforcement
is provided to the stylet.

14. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length.
15. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the longitudinal insert is a cylinder.
16. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the cylinder has a lumen whose diameter is approx-
imately 0.0025 in.
17. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length.
18. The biopsy device of embodiment 17, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed between the recess
and a position distal of the proximal end.
19. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less
than 15.
20. The biopsy device of embodiment 13, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
21. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples, and
a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends be-
ing disposed on the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing portion when supported thereby;
a longitudinal recess forming a sample chamber
and positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially along a portion of the stylet;
a longitudinal insert connected to the stylet such
that additional bending-resisting reinforcement
is provided to the stylet along a substantial frac-
tion of its length.

22. The biopsy device of embodiment 21, wherein
the cylinder has a lumen whose diameter is approx-
imately 0.0025 in.
23. The biopsy device of embodiment 21, wherein
the reinforcement is affixed within the stylet along a
substantial fraction of the working length.
24. The biopsy device of embodiment 23, wherein
the reinforcement is affixed between the recess and
a position distal of the proximal end.
25. The biopsy device of embodiment 21, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is 15,
26. The biopsy device of embodiment 21, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
27. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples, and
a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends be-
ing disposed on the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing portion when supported thereby;
a longitudinal recess forming a sample chamber
and positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially a distance of between 10 and 25% of the
working length;
the longitudinal recess having cutting edges ex-
tending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the
longitudinal recess;
the cutting edges having planar faces that lie
opposite each other on either side of the axis
and define an angle such that the planar faces
have a widest spacing at the cutting edge;
the distance between the cutting edges being
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greater than the inner diameter.

28. The biopsy device of embodiment 27, further
comprising a longitudinal insert providing additional
reinforcement to the stylet.
29. The biopsy device of embodiment 27, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length.
30. The biopsy device of embodiment 27, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a most of the working length.
31. The biopsy device of embodiment 30, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed between the recess
and a position distal of the proximal end.
32. The biopsy device of embodiment 27, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less
than 15.
33. The biopsy device of embodiment 32, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
34. The biopsy device of embodiment 27, wherein
the cutting edges having a depth, perpendicular to
the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thick-
ness.
35. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples, and
a proximal end, the distal and proximal ends be-
ing disposed on the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing portion when supported thereby;
the longitudinal recess having cutting edges ex-
tending parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the
longitudinal recess;
the cutting edges defining an apex angle of
about 40°.

36. The device of embodiment 35, wherein the dis-
tance between the cutting edges is less than the out-
er diameter and greater than the inner diameter.
37. The biopsy device of embodiment 35, further
comprising a longitudinal insert providing additional
reinforcement to the stylet.
38. The biopsy device of embodiment 35, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length.
39. The biopsy device of embodiment 35, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a most of the working length.
40. The biopsy device of embodiment 39, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed between the recess
and a position distal of the proximal end.

41. The biopsy device of embodiment 39, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less
than 15.
42. The biopsy device of embodiment 41, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
43. The biopsy device of embodiment 39, wherein
the cutting edges having a depth, perpendicular to
the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thick-
ness.
44. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to re-
ceive biopsy samples, and a proximal end, the
distal and proximal ends being disposed on an
axis;
a mounting structure configured to support a
proximal portion of the stylet such that bending
of the proximal portion is resisted by supporting
the proximal portion at multiple points along the
proximal portion.

45. The device of embodiment 44, wherein the mul-
tiple points are a continuous series of points of con-
tact between an axially-elongated support element
within the mounting structure.
46. The device of embodiment 45, wherein the axi-
ally-elongated support element is located at a distal
end of the mounting structure.
47. The device of embodiment 44, wherein the stylet
has a working length from the distal end that extends
distally of the mounting structure when supported
thereby;
48. The device of embodiment 44, wherein the lon-
gitudinal recess has cutting edges extending parallel
to the axis on lateral sides of the longitudinal recess.
49. The device of embodiment 48, wherein the cut-
ting edges define an apex angle of about 40°.
50. The device of embodiment 48, wherein the dis-
tance between the cutting edges is less than the out-
er diameter and greater than the inner diameter.
51. The biopsy device of embodiment 44, further
comprising a longitudinal insert providing additional
reinforcement to the stylet.
52. The biopsy device of embodiment 51, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a substantial fraction of the working length.
53. The biopsy device of embodiment 51, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along
a most of the working length.
54. The biopsy device of embodiment 51, wherein
the longitudinal insert is affixed between the recess
and a position distal of the proximal end.
55. The biopsy device of embodiment 44, wherein
the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less
than 15.
56. The biopsy device of embodiment 55, wherein
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the ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is about
10.
57. The biopsy device of embodiment 42, wherein
the cutting edges having a depth, perpendicular to
the axis, of between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thick-
ness.
58. The device of embodiment 42, further comprising
a vacuum pump capable of drawing a vacuum of at
least 21 in. Hg in the stylet.
59. The device of embodiment 58, further comprising
a vacuum pump capable of drawing a vacuum of at
least 21 in. Hg in the sample recess.
60. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to re-
ceive biopsy samples, a proximal end, the distal
and proximal ends being disposed on an axis;
a reinforcement element, affixed inside the stylet
and located proximal of the sample recess, hav-
ing at least one channel therethrough, the at
least one channel having no single open area
adjacent to the sample recess greater than
about 0.0025 in. equivalent diameter.

61. The device of embodiment 60, further comprising
a mounting structure configured to support a proxi-
mal portion of the stylet such that bending of the prox-
imal portion is resisted by supporting the proximal
portion at multiple points along the proximal portion,
at least several of the multiple points being supported
at longitudinal locations that coincide with the rein-
forcement element.
62. A biopsy device, comprising:

a 14 gauge needle having a generally cylindrical
hollow stylet;
the stylet having a distal end with a sample re-
cess configured to receive biopsy samples;
the sample recess having longitudinal cutting
edges on lateral sides thereof, the cutting edges
cutting the stylet at about 70% of the stylet outer
diameter.

63. The device of embodiment 62, wherein the cut-
ting edges having internal faces that are angled such
that the cutting edges are further apart at their apex-
es than at their bases.
64. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having an
axis, and a distal end with a sample recess con-
figured to receive biopsy samples;
at least one support fixture to hold the stylet, the
fixture having at least first and second support
portions separated along the axis of the stylet;
the stylet having a proximal portion extending
from a point proximal of the sample recess to

the first and second support portions;
the proximal portion having a stiffness that is
greater than a tube whose diameter and wall
thickness is the same as the diameter and wall
thickness of the sample recess.

65. The device of embodiment 64, wherein the sup-
port fixture has at least a third support portion to pre-
vent bending of the stylet.
66. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a dis-
tal end with a sample recess configured to re-
ceive biopsy samples, and a proximal portion;
a mounting member configured to support the
proximal portion of the stylet such that bending
of the proximal portion is resisted by the mount-
ing member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong.

67. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the at
least three support points are included in a continu-
ous series of points of contact between a longitudinal
reinforcement and the mounting member.
68. The device of embodiment 66, further compris-
ing: a longitudinal reinforcement affixed at multiple
affixation points to the stylet and extending along a
substantial fraction of the stylet and also extending
between the at least three support points, such that
the reinforcement is also resists bending.
69. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the stylet
has a working length from the distal end that extends
axially of the mounting member when held thereby.
70. The device of embodiment 68, wherein the sam-
ple recess has cutting edges extending parallel to
an axis joining the distal end and the proximal por-
tion, the cutting edges being on lateral sides of the
recess.
71. The device of embodiment 68, wherein the cut-
ting edges define an apex angle of about 40°.
72. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the stylet
has a working length from the distal end that extends
axially of the mounting member when held thereby.
73. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the sam-
ple recess has cutting edges extending parallel to
an axis joining the distal end and the proximal por-
tion, the cutting edges being on lateral sides of the
longitudinal recess.
74. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the cut-
ting edges define an apex angle of about 40°.
75. The device of embodiment 66, wherein the cy-
lindrical hollow stylet has a first portion coinciding
with the sample recess having a first wall thickness
and a second portion proximal of the sample cham-
ber and continuous to and between the at least three
support points with a second wall thickness, the sec-
ond wall thickness being greater than the first wall
thickness.
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76. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally stylet having a distal end with a sam-
ple recess configured to receive biopsy sam-
ples, and a proximal portion;
a mounting member configured to support the
proximal portion of the stylet such that bending
of the proximal portion is resisted by the mount-
ing member supporting the proximal portion at
at least three support points therealong;
the proximal portion extending from a point prox-
imal of the sample recess continuous to and be-
tween the at least three support points, the prox-
imal portion having a stiffness substantially
greater than a portion distal thereto.

77. The device of embodiment 76, wherein the prox-
imal portion has a lumen extending to the sample
recess.
78. The device of embodiment 76, wherein the prox-
imal portion is a cylinder with a lumen therein, the
lumen having a substantially smaller diameter than
the sample recess.

Claims

1. A biopsy device, comprising:

a generally cylindrical hollow stylet having a uni-
form wall thickness, an inner diameter, an outer
diameter, and a longitudinal axis; the stylet hav-
ing a distal end with a sample recess configured
to receive biopsy samples, and a proximal end,
the distal and proximal ends being disposed on
the axis;
a mounting portion by which the stylet is sup-
ported, the stylet having a working length from
the distal end that extends distally of the mount-
ing portion when supported thereby;
a longitudinal recess forming a sample chamber
and positioned adjacent the distal end extending
axially along a portion of the stylet;
a longitudinal insert connected to the stylet such
that additional bending-resisting reinforcement
is provided to the stylet along a substantial frac-
tion of its length.

2. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the longitudi-
nal recess extends axially a distance of between 10
and 25% of the working length.

3. The biopsy device of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the
longitudinal insert is affixed within the stylet along a
substantial fraction of the working length.

4. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the longitudi-
nal insert is a cylinder.

5. The biopsy device of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the
cylinder has a lumen whose diameter is approxi-
mately 0.0025 in.

6. The biopsy device of claim 5, wherein the longitudi-
nal insert is affixed between the recess and a position
distal of the proximal end.

7. The biopsy device according to claim 2, wherein the
longitudinal recess has cutting edges extending par-
allel to the axis on lateral sides of the longitudinal
recess; the cutting edges having planar faces that
lie opposite each other on either side of the axis and
define an angle such that the planar faces have a
widest spacing at the cutting edge; the distance be-
tween the cutting edges being greater than the inner
diameter.

8. The biopsy device of claim 7, further comprising a
longitudinal insert providing additional reinforcement
to the stylet.

9. The biopsy device of claim 7, wherein the longitudi-
nal insert is affixed within the stylet along a substan-
tial fraction of the working length.

10. The biopsy device of claim 7, wherein the longitudi-
nal insert is affixed within the stylet along a most of
the working length.

11. The biopsy device of claim 10, wherein the longitu-
dinal insert is affixed between the recess and a po-
sition distal of the proximal end.

12. The biopsy device of claim 1, 2 or 7, wherein the
ratio of the diameter to the wall thickness is less than
15.

13. The biopsy device of claim 12, wherein the ratio of
the diameter to the wall thickness is about 10.

14. The biopsy device of claim 7, wherein the cutting
edges having a depth, perpendicular to the axis, of
between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thickness.

15. The biopsy device of any preceding claim, wherein
the longitudinal recess has cutting edges extending
parallel to the axis on lateral sides of the longitudinal
recess; the cutting edges defining an apex angle of
about 40°.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the distance be-
tween the cutting edges is less than the outer diam-
eter and greater than the inner diameter.

17. The biopsy device of claim 15, wherein the cutting
edges having a depth, perpendicular to the axis, of
between 2.5 and 4 times the wall thickness.
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