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(54) Multi-purpose opener

(57) A multi-purpose opener for removing a closure
from a variety of containers includes a sleeve (1) having
a first end (24) with an opening (7) for receiving a screw
cap within the sleeve. The sleeve has an internal wall
with one or more projections for engaging the screw cap,
and a second end with a slot (12) having a blade (13)

for engaging a bottle cap. A handle (20) is integral with
the sleeve and extends radically there from. The distal
end of the handle has a taper (5) for engaging under the
lift tab of drink can. A claw (15) for engaging a ring pull
tab of a can is integral with the sleeve (1) and extends
tangentially from the sleeve diametrically opposite the
handle.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to openers for removing
a closure from a container, and in particular to a multi-
purpose opener for removing closures from a variety of
containers such as bottles and cans.
[0002] There are a large variety of closures for cans
and bottles including conventional bottles caps, screw
top closures, lid tabs and ring pull openers for food cans.
[0003] These closures are design to allow a person to
open the container without the aid of tools. However,
most closures can be difficult to remove for people with
short finger nails or weak or arthritic hands. A variety of
tools are available to aid in removing closures. However,
most of these tools are directed as one specific type of
closure and there are few tools on the market which are
multi-purpose and directed at removing closures from a
variety of containers.
[0004] It is object of the present invention to provide
a multi-purpose opener for removing closures from a va-
riety of containers, or at least to provide the public with
a useful alternative.
[0005] According to a first aspect of the invention
there is provided a multi-purpose opener for removing
closures from a variety of containers including:

a sleeve having a first end with an opening for re-
ceiving a screw cap within the sleeve and an inter-
nal wall including one or more projections for en-
gaging the screw cap,
a handle extending radically from the sleeve and
having a tapered portion for engaging under the lift
tab of drink can, and
a claw extending tangentially from the sleeve mem-
ber.

[0006] Preferably, the sleeve includes a second end
with a slot and a blade adjacent an edge of the slot.
[0007] Preferably, a ring is located with the internal
wall of the sleeve and is provided with teeth for engaging
the screw cap.
[0008] Preferably, there are thicker portions either
side of the tapered portion.
[0009] Preferably, the claw includes a heal portion
with a smooth transition to the sleeve.
[0010] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a can opener including:

a first operating element having a first handle mem-
ber,
a second operating element having a second han-
dle member, the first and second operating ele-
ments being pivotally connected to each other,
a traction wheel rotatably mounted with the first op-
erating element,
a cutter blade rotatably mounted with the second
operating element, wherein movement of the han-
dles relative each other moves the traction wheel

and cutter blade between an inoperative position to
receive a rim of a can there between and an oper-
ative position in which the traction wheel and cutter
blade engage the rim of the can,
the first handle including a sleeve having a first end
with an opening for receiving a screw cap within the
sleeve, an internal wall including one or more pro-
jections for engaging the screw cap, and a second
end with a slot and a blade adjacent an edge of the
slot, and
the second handle including a tapered portion for
engaging under the lift tab of drink can.

[0011] Preferably, a claw extends tangentially from
the sleeve member.
[0012] Preferably, the claw includes a heal portion
with a smooth transition with the sleeve.
[0013] Preferably, a ring is located with the internal
wall of the sleeve and is provided with teeth for engaging
the screw cap.
[0014] Preferably, there are thicker portions either
side of the tapered portion.
[0015] Further aspects of the invention will become
apparent from the following description, which is given
by way of example only.
[0016] An embodiment of the invention will now be de-
scribed by way of example only and with reference to
the accompanying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a first side view of an opener according
to the invention,

Figure 2 is a second side view of the opener of figure
1,

Figure 3 is a is a first side perspective view of the
distal end of the opener handle,

Figure 4 is a first side perspective view of the opener
head,

Figure 5 is a second side perspective view of the
opener head,

Figure 6 is a side view of an alternative embodiment
of an opener according to the invention,

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the head portion
of the opener of figure 6,

Figure 8 is a first perspective view of a can opener
incorporating an opener according to the invention,

Figure 9 is a second perspective view of the can
opener of figure 4,

Figure 10 illustrates use of the opener of figure 1 to
remove a screw top closure,
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Figure 11 illustrates use of the opener of figure 1 to
remove a bottle cap,

Figure 12 illustrates use of the opener of figure 1 to
lift a lift tab opener on a drink can,

Figure 13 illustrates use of the opener of figure 1 to
pull a ring pull tab on a food can.

[0017] In the drawings like reference numerals repre-
sent like elements.
[0018] Referring to Figures 1 to 5, a multi-purpose
opener according to the invention comprises a sleeve
shaped head 1 integrally formed with a handle 2 that
extends radially from the head 1. The edges of handle
2 are provided with ribs 3 to allow a firm but comfortable
grip of the handle 2.
[0019] The distal end 4 of handle 2, opposite head 1,
has a tapered portion 5 for engaging under the lift tab of
a drink can. Either side of tapered portion 5 are thicker
edges 6, 6'. Thicker edges 6 are provided to limit the
sideways motion of the lift tab on tapered portion 5. With-
out edges 6 the tab might sway or the tapered portion 5
might slip out from under the tab when the user tries to
lift the tab. The edges 6 also provide additional strength
to tapered portion 5 so that it does not break or snap off
when being used to lift the lift tab of a drink can.
[0020] A first side 24 of the sleeve of head 1 has an
opening 7 which is fractionally bigger than the standard
size of a drink bottle screw top. The inner wall 8 of open-
ing 7 has a groove 9. Located within groove 9 is a steel
ring 10 with a plurality of inwardly projecting teeth. When
a drink bottle screw top is receive within opening 7 the
teeth of ring 10 grip the edges of the screw top.
[0021] The second side 25 of head 1 includes a metal
disc 11 which has an elongate slot 12 in it. One edge of
the elongate slot 12 has a blade 13 for engaging the
edge of a bottle top. The other edge 14 of elongate slot
12 is curved for sitting on the top of the bottle top and
providing a pivot point for lifting the bottle top edge with
blade 13.
[0022] Extending from head 1 diametrically opposite
handle 2 is a claw 15. A slot 26 is provided adjacent the
distal end of the claw 15 for receiving the ring of a pull
tab of a food can. The claw 15 has a heal portion 16
which has a smooth transition to the periphery of head 1.
[0023] Referring to figures 6 and 7, an alternative em-
bodiment of the invention is provided with a sleeve
shaped head 1 integrally formed with a handle 2 that
extends radially from the head 1. The end 4 of handle 2
has a tapered portion 5 for engaging under the lift tab of
a drink can. Either side of tapered portion 5 are thicker
edges 6.
[0024] Sleeve shaped head 1 has a frustum shaped
passage 21 through it. The opening 7 in fist side 24 of
the sleeve 1 is at the larger end of the frustum shaped
passage 21. An opening 22 in the second side of the
sleeve is at the smaller diameter end of the frustum

shaped passage 21. The diameter of opening 7 is larger
than the diameter of a standard drink bottle screw top.
The diameter of opening 22 is smaller than the diameter
of a standard drink bottle top.
[0025] The inner surface 23 of frustum shaped pas-
sage 21 is fluted forming a plurality of longitudinal teeth
around the inner circumference of wall 23. A bottle top
passes through opening 7 into frustum shaped passage
21 and is engaged and gripped by the longitudinal teeth
of tapering wall 23 of passage 21.
[0026] Extending from head 1 diametrically opposite
handle 2 is a claw 15. A slot 26 is provided adjacent the
distal end of the claw 15 for receiving the ring of a pull
tab of a food can. The claw 15 has a heal portion 16
which has a smooth transition to the periphery of head 1.
[0027] Figures 8 and 9 illustrate combination of a mul-
ti-purpose opener and a can opener. The can opener
comprises first and second operating elements 17, 18.
Each operating element is integrally formed with a han-
dle 19, 20. The operating elements 17, 18 are pivoted
at their ends opposite the handles 19, 20. A traction
wheel 27 is rotatably mounted on first operating element
17. A shaft extends thought first operating element 17
to a knob 28. Turning knob 28 rotates traction wheel 27.
A cutter wheel 29 is mounted on second operating ele-
ment 18.
[0028] Movement of the handles 19, 20 relative each
other moves the traction wheel 27 and cutter blade 29
between an operative position to receive a rim of a can
there between and an inoperative position in which the
traction wheel 27 and cutter blade 29 engage the rim of
the can. The above described can opener is known in
the art.
[0029] The distal end of first handle 19 is provided with
tapered portion 5, as illustrated and described with ref-
erence to Figure 3, for engaging under the lift tab of a
drink can. The distal end of second handle 20 has a
sleeve shaped head 1 integrally formed with the handle
20. Head 1 has all the features describe above with ref-
erence to figures 4 and 5. In an alternative embodiment
the head 1 has the features described above with refer-
ence to figures 6 and 7.
[0030] The can opener can be used to remove the top
from a can in known manner. It can also be used to re-
move the closures from other containers utilising ta-
pered portion 5 and the features of head 1.
[0031] Figures 10 to 13 illustrate use of a multi-pur-
pose opener opener. In Figure 10 the screw cap 30 of
a drink bottle 31 is received within opening 7 in first side
24 of head 1. Teeth of metal ring 10 engage the screw
cap 30 which can then be removed by turning the open-
er. Elongate handle 2 provides leverage to make open-
ing easy.
[0032] In Figure 11 blade 13 of metal disc 11 on sec-
ond side 25 of the head 1 is use to remove the cap 32
of a drink bottle 33. The blade 13 is position underneath
the edge of the bottle cap 32 with curve edge 14 on top
of the bottle cap 32. Upward movement of handle 2, in
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the direct of arrow A, removes the bottle cap 32 in known
manner by lifting the edge of the top. The opener pivots
about curved edge 14 on the top of bottle top 32.
[0033] In Figure 12 tapered portion 5 of handle 2 is
used to lift the lift tab 34 of a drink can 35. Taper edge
5 is engage underneath the lift tab 34 and the lift tab 34
is rotated by upwards movement of handle 2 to push in
the closure 36 of the drink can 35.
[0034] In Figure 13 the claw 15 is used to pull the ring
pull 37 of a food can 38. The ring 37 is engaged in the
slot 26 of claw 15 and heal 16 is placed against the top
of the can closure 39. By rocking the opener on heal 16
claw 15 lifts up through the ring 37 the can closure 39
to tearing it from the can 38.
[0035] Where in the foregoing description reference
has been made to integers or elements have known
equivalents then such are included as if individually set
forth herein.
[0036] Embodiments of the invention having been de-
scribed, however it is understood that variations, im-
provements or modifications can take place without de-
parture from the spirit of the invention or scope of the
appended claims.

Claims

1. A multi-purpose opener for removing closures from
a variety of containers including:

a sleeve having a first end with an opening for
receiving a screw cap within the sleeve and an
internal wall including one or more projections
for engaging the screw cap,
a handle extending radically from the sleeve
and having a tapered portion for engaging un-
der the lift tab of drink can, and
a claw extending tangentially from the sleeve
member.

2. The opener of claim 1 wherein the sleeve includes
a second end with a slot and a blade adjacent an
edge of the slot.

3. The opener of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein a ring is
located with the internal wall of the sleeve and is
provided with teeth for engaging the screw cap.

4. The opener of any preceding claim wherein there
are thicker portions either side of the tapered por-
tion.

5. The opener of any preceding claim wherein the claw
includes a heal portion with a smooth transition to
the sleeve.

6. A can opener including:

a first operating element having a first handle
member,
a second operating element having a second
handle member, the first and second operating
elements being pivotally connected to each
other,
a traction wheel rotatably mounted with the first
operating element,
a cutter blade rotatably mounted with the sec-
ond operating element, wherein movement of
the handles relative each other moves the trac-
tion wheel and cutter blade between an inoper-
ative position to receive a rim of a can there be-
tween and an operative position in which the
traction wheel and cutter blade engage the rim
of the can,
the first handle including a sleeve having a first
end with an opening for receiving a screw cap
within the sleeve, an internal wall including one
or more projections for engaging the screw cap,
and a second end with a slot and a blade adja-
cent an edge of the slot, and
the second handle including a tapered portion
for engaging under the lift tab of drink can.

7. The can opener of claim 6 wherein a claw extends
tangentially from the sleeve member.

8. The opener of claim 7 wherein the claw includes a
heal portion with a smooth transition with the
sleeve.

9. The can opener of any one of claims 6 to 8 wherein
a ring is located with the internal wall of the sleeve
and is provided with teeth for engaging the screw
cap.

10. The opener of any one of claims 6 to 9 wherein there
are thicker portions either side of the tapered por-
tion.
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