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(54) Solid light-emitting element driving device and illumination device

(57) [Summary]
[Object] To suppress occurrence of a problem upon

power return from instantaneously power failure.
[Means for Settlement] When electric power of an

AC power source (100) returns in a state in which accu-
mulated electric charges of a smoothening capacitor (11)
are still left, an output voltage VDC of an AC-DC conver-
sion part (1) rises. At this time, a signal output part (40)
of a control part (4) turns off a switching element (30) by
a stop signal provided from a forced OFF control part (6),
and thus an output voltage Vo of a DC-DC conversion
part (2) does not raise. Therefore, the output voltage VDC
of the AC-DC conversion part (1) continues to rise without
being clumped at a low voltage. As a result, occurrence
of a problem upon power return from instantaneously
power failure can be suppressed.
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Description

[Field of the Invention]

[0001] The present invention relates to a solid
light-emitting element driving device that drives a solid
light-emitting element such as a light-emitting diode or
an organic electroluminance element, and an illumination
device using the same.

[Background Art]

[0002] In recent years, an illumination device that has
a light-emitting diode or an organic electroluminescence
(EL) element in place of an incandescent lamp or a flu-
orescent lamp as a light source has become widespread.
[0003] What is described in Patent Literature 1 is a
conventional example of a driving device (illumination
device) that drives (lights on) a light-emitting diode (LED).
In the conventional example described in Patent Litera-
ture 1, a step-up chopper circuit that is connected to a
commercial AC power source and that is provided for
power factor improvement; a step-down chopper circuit
that steps a DC voltage of the step-up chopper circuit
down to a driving voltage of a light source (series circuit
including a plurality of LEDs); a control circuit that controls
the step-up chopper circuit; a control circuit that controls
the step-down chopper circuit; etc are included.
[0004] The step-up chopper circuit steps-up an undu-
lating voltage, which is obtained by subjecting a power
source voltage of the commercial AC power source to
full-wave rectification, up to a desired DC voltage, and
includes: a switching element, a choke coil (inductor), a
diode, a smoothing capacitor, etc. Specifically, between
undulating output ends of a diode bridge, the choke coil,
the diode, and the smoothing capacitor are serially con-
nected together and the switching element is connected
in parallel to the diode and the smoothing capacitor.
[0005] The control circuit performs control (PWM con-
trol) to bring an output voltage into agreement with a de-
sired voltage value by adjusting an ON-duty ratio of the
switching element. Moreover, the control circuit controls
in a so-called critical mode in which the switching element
is turned on at timing at which a current flowing to the
choke coil turns to zero and the switching element is
turned off at a time point at which the output voltage
agrees with a target value.
[0006] The step-down chopper circuit steps the DC
voltage supplied from the step-up chopper circuit down
to the driving voltage (= forward voltage of the LED 3the
number of those connected serially) of the light source,
and includes a switching element, an inductor, a capac-
itor, a diode, a sensing resistor, etc. Specifically, between
output ends of the step-up chopper circuit, the switching
element, the inductor, the capacitor, and the sensing re-
sistor are connected together serially, the diode is con-
nected in parallel to the inductor and the capacitor, and
the light source is connected to both ends of the capac-

itor.
[0007] The control circuit controls (PWM control) to
bring an output voltage of the step-down chopper circuit
into agreement with the driving voltage by adjusting the
ON-duty ratio of the switching element. Moreover, the
control circuit controls in a so-called critical mode in which
the switching element is turned on at timing at which a
current flowing to the inductor turns to zero and the
switching element is turned off at a time point at which a
current flowing to the sensing resistor (driving current
flowing to the light source) agrees with a target value.

[Conventional Technique Document]

[Patent Literature]

[0008]

[Patent Literature 1] JPA 2011-171232

[Disclosure of the Invention]

[Problems to be solved by the Invention]

[0009] In the conventional example described above,
when electric power returns after a power source voltage
of the commercial AC power source has instantaneously
decreased or failed (hereinafter called instantaneous
power failure), there is a risk that an output voltage of the
step-up chopper circuit is clumped to an intended low
voltage. Hereinafter, this will be described in detail, re-
ferring to a time chart of Fig. 5.
[0010]  In Fig. 5, (a) shows a power source voltage
VAC of the commercial AC power source, a solid line of
(b) shows an output voltage VDC of the step-up chopper
circuit, and a broken line of (b) shows an output voltage
Vo of the step-down chopper circuit. Moreover, in Fig. 5,
(c) shows a state (light-on, light-off) of the light source
and (d) shows a state (ON, OFF) of the switching element
of the step-down chopper circuit.
[0011] At time of normal operation (before time t1), the
output voltage VDC of the step-up chopper circuit is
stepped up to a high voltage (for example, 300 to 400
volts) that is sufficiently higher than the power source
voltage VAC (effective value 100 volts), and the output
voltage Vo of the step-down chopper circuit is kept at the
driving voltage Vf (for example, several tens of volts) of
the light source. Then upon occurrence of the instanta-
neously power failure at the time t1, electric charges ac-
cumulated at the smoothing capacitor of the step-up
chopper circuit are gradually discharged whereby the
output voltage VDC of the step-up chopper circuit grad-
ually decreases. On the other hand, even when the output
voltage VDC of the step-up chopper circuit has de-
creased, the output voltage Vo of the step-down chopper
circuit is kept at the driving voltage Vf until the ON-duty
ratio of the switching element reaches 100%. Then after
the control circuit turns the ON-duty ratio of the switching

1 2 



EP 2 571 333 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

element to 100%, the output voltage Vo of the step-down
chopper circuit gradually decreases to fall below the driv-
ing voltage Vf, and the light source is lit off at time t2. A
smoothing capacitor is also used for a power source cir-
cuit that supplies a power source to the control circuits
of the step-up chopper circuit and the step-down circuit,
and thus the operating power source is supplied from the
power source circuit to each control circuit for a while
even after power failure, which permits control operation.
[0012] Then, when electric power of the commercial
AC power source returns in a state in which the accumu-
lated electric charges of the smoothing capacitor are still
left (time t3), both the output voltage VDC of the step-up
chopper circuit and the output voltage Vo of the step-
down chopper circuit rise. At this time, the light source is
turned off, thus resulting in a non-load state; therefore,
each of the output voltages VDC and Vo rise by substan-
tially equal voltage values. Moreover, due to a small po-
tential difference between an input voltage (the output
voltage VDC of the step-up chopper circuit) and the out-
put voltage Vo, the control circuit of the step-down chop-
per circuit keeps the switching element of the step-down
chopper circuit at a constantly-ON state (state in which
the ON-duty ratio is 100%).
[0013] Then, when the output voltage Vo of the
step-down chopper circuit exceeds over the driving volt-
age Vf, the driving current flows to light on the light source.
Even after the power source is lit on, the switching ele-
ment of the step-down chopper circuit is in the constantly-
ON state, and thus the output current continues to be
constantly supplied from the step-up chopper circuit to
the step-down chopper circuit.
[0014] On the other hand, the control circuit of the
step-up chopper circuit switches the switching element
as usual during a period from when the power returns to
when the light source is lit on again (time t3 to t4), but at
and after the time t4 when the light source is lit on again,
can no longer turn on the switching element since the
output current constantly flows. As a result, the output
voltage VDC of the step-up chopper circuit is clumped at
a voltage obtained by adding together the driving voltage
Vf of the light source and a voltage drop in the step-down
chopper circuit due to the output current (driving current)
(mainly voltage drop due to the sensing resistor). Spe-
cifically, this results in a state in which a series circuit of
the light source and the sensing resistor is connected
between the output ends of the step-up copper circuit,
and the output voltage of the step-up chopper circuit is
not stepped up to a desired voltage and also it is no longer
possible to control the driving current by the step-down
chopper circuit. Note that in the case where the light
source is a fluorescent lamp, the fluorescent lamp is not
lit on again before the output voltage VDC of the step-up
chopper circuit rises up to the desired voltage value after
the power return from the instantaneous power failure,
and thus the problem as described above does not occur.
This is because in a lighting circuit for the fluorescent
lamp, after the output voltage of the step-up chopper cir-

cuit rises up to the desired voltage value, a starting volt-
age considerably higher than a voltage at time of steady
lighting is applied to the fluorescent lamp to light it on.
[0015] In view of the problem described above, the
present invention has been made, and it is an object of
the present invention to suppress occurrence of a prob-
lem upon power return from instantaneous power failure.
[0016]  To achieve the object described above, a solid
light-emitting element driving device according to the
present invention includes: an AC-DC conversion part
converting an AC voltage supplied from an AC power
source into a desired DC voltage and then outputting the
DC voltage; and a DC-DC conversion part stepping the
output voltage of the AC-DC conversion part down to a
driving voltage required for driving one or a plurality of
solid light-emitting elements, wherein the DC-DC con-
version part has: a series circuit including a switch ele-
ment, an inductor, a capacitor, and a resistor connected
together between output ends of the AC-DC conversion
part; and a control part detecting a driving current flowing
to the solid light-emitting element by use of the resistor
and then performing switching control of the switching
element in accordance with a result of the detection of
the driving current, the solid light-emitting element is
formed to be connected between both ends of the ca-
pacitor, and forced OFF means is provided which causes
the control part to turn off the switching element when
the output voltage of the AC-DC conversion part falls
below a predetermined value in a state in which the con-
trol part can perform the switching control.
[0017] In the solid light-emitting element driving de-
vice, the control part, after turning off the switching ele-
ment, preferably limits an ON-duty ratio of the switching
element at a predetermined value or less while the output
voltage of the AC-DC conversion part is below a threshold
value, and releases the limit when the output voltage ex-
ceeds the threshold value.
[0018] In the solid light-emitting element driving de-
vice, the control part preferably keeps an OFF state of
the switching element while the output voltage of the
AC-DC conversion part is below the threshold value.
[0019] In the solid light-emitting element driving de-
vice, the forced OFF means preferably turns off the
switching element by stopping supply of an operating
power source to the control part.
[0020] An illumination device includes: a light source
part which includes one or a plurality of solid light-emitting
elements; and a lighting device which includes a solid
light-emitting element driving device driving any of the
solid light-emitting elements and which lights on the light
source part.

[Effects of the Invention]

[0021] The solid light-emitting element driving device
and the illumination device of the present invention pro-
vide an effect of suppressing occurrence of a problem
upon power return from instantaneous power failure.
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[Brief Description of the Drawings]

[0022]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram showing a first em-
bodiment of a solid light-emitting element driving de-
vice and an illumination device according to the
present invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a time chart illustrating an operation
of these devices upon instantaneous power failure.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a circuit diagram showing a second
embodiment of the solid light-emitting element driv-
ing device and the illumination device according to
the present invention.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a time chart illustrating an operation
of these devices upon instantaneous power failure.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a time chart illustrating an operation
upon instantaneous power failure in a conventional
example.

[Best Modes for Carrying out the Invention]

[0023] Hereinafter, referring to the accompanying
drawings, a detailed description will be given on embod-
iments of a solid light-emitting element driving device
driving a light-emitting diode (LED) and an illumination
device using the solid light-emitting element driving de-
vice to which technical spirits of the present invention
have been applied. Note that the solid light-emitting ele-
ment driving device and the illumination device to which
the technical spirits of the present invention can be ap-
plied are not limited to those having an LED as a solid
light-emitting element, and thus may be, for example, a
solid light-emitting element driving device and an illumi-
nation device for driving a solid light-emitting element,
such as an organic EL element, other than the LED.

(First Embodiment)

[0024] The illumination device of the present embodi-
ment includes: a light source part 5 that has a plurality
of (only three are shown in the figure) LEDs 50 connected
together in series as shown in Fig. 1; and a solid
light-emitting element driving device (LED lighting de-
vice) that drives the light source part 5.
[0025] The LED lighting device includes: an AC-DC
conversion part 1, a DC-DC conversion part 2, a forced
OFF control part 6, etc. The AC-DC conversion part 1 is
connected between output ends of an AC power source
100 via a filter circuit 7. The AC-DC conversion part 1
includes a conversion circuit part 10 and a smoothing
capacitor 11.
[0026] The conversion circuit part 10 has: for example,
a full-wave rectifier (not shown) that subjects an AC volt-
age VAC of the AC power source 100 to full-wave recti-
fication; a control circuit (not shown) that controls a well-
known step-up chopper circuit (not shown) and a switch-
ing element of the step-up chopper circuit; etc. The step-

up chopper circuit and the control circuit are convention-
ally well-known, and are described briefly in the back-
ground technique part and thus omitted from the descrip-
tion.
[0027] The DC-DC conversion part 2 has: a well-known
step-down chopper circuit 3, and a control part 4 that
controls the step-down chopper circuit 3. The step-down
chopper circuit 3 steps down an output voltage VDC of
the AC-DC conversion part 1 to a driving voltage of the
light source part 5 (= forward voltage of the LED 50 3
the number of those serially connected together), and
includes: a switching element 30, an inductor 31, a ca-
pacitor 32, a diode 33, a sensing resistor 34, etc. Spe-
cifically, between the output ends of the AC-DC conver-
sion part 1, the capacitor 32, the inductor 31, the switch-
ing element 30, and the sensing resistor 34 are serially
connected together, and the diode 33 is connected in
parallel to the inductor 31 and the capacitor 32, and be-
tween both ends of the capacitor, the light source part 5
is connected.
[0028] The control part 4 includes: a signal output part
40 that outputs a driving signal to a gate of the switching
element 30; a zero current detection part 41 that detects
that a current flowing to the inductor 31 has turned to
zero; a peak current detection part 42 that detects a cur-
rent flowing to the sensing resistor 34 (driving current
flowing to the light source part 5); etc. The zero current
detection part 41 outputs a detection signal to the signal
output part 40 upon detection, based on an induced volt-
age induced by a detection wiring 35 magnetically cou-
pled to the inductor 31, that the current flowing to the
inductor 31 has turned to zero. The peak current detec-
tion part 42 outputs a detection signal to the signal output
part 40 when the driving current has reached a peak val-
ue.
[0029] The signal output part 40, upon the output of
the detection signal from the zero current detection part
41, raises a driving signal to a high level to turn on the
switching element 30, and turns off the switching element
30 upon output of the detection signal from the peak cur-
rent detection part 42. That is, the control part 4 controls
the step-down chopper circuit 3 in a critical mode (current
critical mode) described in the conventional example.
Note that the control part 4 operates as a result of supply
of an operating power source (power source voltage Vcc)
from a power source circuit (not shown).
[0030]  The forced OFF control part 6 includes: a com-
parison part 60 that compares the output voltage VDC
of the AC-DC conversion part 1 with a first threshold value
Vth1 and a second threshold value Vth2 (where Vth1 <
Vth2); and a stop signal output part 61 that outputs a stop
signal in accordance with a result of the comparison by
the comparison part 60. The comparison part 60 outputs
a detection signal when the output voltage VDC (actually
a voltage obtained by dividing the output voltage VDC
by a dividing resistor) has fallen below the first threshold
value Vth1, and stops the output of the detection signal
when the output voltage VDC has risen to exceed the
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second threshold value Vth2. The stop signal output part
61 provides the stop signal to the signal output part 40
of the control part 4 forming the DC-DC conversion part
2 only for a period during which the detection signal is
outputted from the comparison part 60. Then the signal
output part 40 forcefully maintains an OFF state of the
switching element 30 by not outputting the driving signal
for a period during which the stop signal is provided, and
restarts outputting of the driving signal when the stop
signal is no longer provided.
[0031] Next, operation performed upon occurrence of
instantaneous power failure in the AC power source 100
will be described in detail, referring to a time chart of Fig.
2.
[0032] In Fig. 2, (a) shows a power source voltage VAC
of the AC power source 100 and a solid line of (b) shows
the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1,
and a broken line of (b) shows an output voltage Vo of
the DC-DC conversion part 2. Moreover, in Fig. 2, (c)
shows a state (light-on, light-off) of the light source part
5 and (d) shows a state (ON, OFF) of the switching ele-
ment 30 of the step-down chopper circuit 3.
[0033] At time of normal operation (before time t1), the
output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 is
stepped up to a high voltage (for example, 300 to 400
volts) that is sufficiently higher than the power source
voltage VAC (effective value 100 volts), and the output
voltage Vo of the DC-DC conversion part 2 is kept at a
driving voltage Vf (for example, several tens of volts) of
the light source part 5. Then upon occurrence of the in-
stantaneous power failure at the time t1, electric charges
accumulated at the smoothing capacitor 11 of the AC-
DC conversion part 1 are gradually discharged whereby
the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1
gradually decreases.
[0034] On the other hand, even when the output volt-
age VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 decreases, the
output voltage Vo of the DC-DC conversion part 2 is kept
at the driving voltage Vf until an ON-duty ratio of the
switching element 30 reaches 100%. Then after the con-
trol part 4 turns the ON-duty ratio of the switching element
30 to 100%, the output voltage Vo of the DC-DC conver-
sion part 2 gradually decreases to fall below the driving
voltage Vf. A smoothing capacitor is also used for the
power source circuit that supplies the operating power
source to the control circuit of the conversion circuit part
10 and the control part 4, and therefore the operating
power source is supplied for a while even after power
failure.
[0035] Then when the output voltage VDC of the
AC-DC conversion part 1 has fallen below the first thresh-
old value Vth1 (time t2), the detection signal is outputted
from the comparison part 60 and thus the stop signal is
provided from the stop signal output part 61 to the signal
output part 40 of the control part 4. Upon reception of the
stop signal, the control part 4 stops the output of the driv-
ing signal to thereby forcefully turn off the switching ele-
ment 30. When the switching element 30 has been turned

off, electric charges of the capacitor 32 are discharged,
as a result of which the output voltage Vo of the DC-DC
conversion part 2 rapidly decreases to light off the light
source part 5.
[0036] Then, when electric power of the AC power
source 100 returns in a state in which the accumulated
electric charges of the smoothing capacitor 11 are still
left (time t3), the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC con-
version part 1 rises. At this time, the signal output part
40 of the control part 4 has turned off the switching ele-
ment 30 by the stop signal provided from the forced OFF
control part 6, and thus the output voltage Vo of the DC-
DC conversion part 2 does not rise.
[0037] Here, unlike the conventional example, the
switching element 30 of the step-down chopper circuit 3
is OFF, and thus an output current does not flow from
the AC-DC conversion part 1 to the DC-DC conversion
part 2. Therefore, the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC
conversion part 1 can continuously rise without being
clumped by a voltage obtained by adding together the
driving voltage Vf of the light source part 5 and a voltage
drop in the step-down chopper circuit 3 due to the output
current (driving current). Then when the output voltage
VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 has exceeded the
second threshold value Vth2, the detection signal is no
longer outputted from the comparison part 60, and thus
the stop signal is no longer provided from the stop signal
output part 61 to the signal output part 40 of the control
part 4. As a result, the control part 4 outputs a driving
signal to restart switching of the switching element 30,
and thus when the output voltage Vo of the DC-DC con-
version part 2 has risen to exceed the driving voltage Vf,
the driving current flows to light on the light source part
5 (time t5). At this time, the output voltage VDC of the
AC-DC conversion part 1 has already risen to a desired
voltage, and thus operation of controlling the step-down
chopper circuit 3 by the control part 4 continues to be
performed properly.
[0038] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, when the AC power source 100 has been instan-
taneously power failed, the switching element 30 of the
step-down chopper circuit 3 is forcefully turned off. Thus,
the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1
is not clumped at a voltage lower than a desired voltage,
which can suppress occurrence of a problem upon power
return from the instantaneously power failure.
[0039] Note that the control part 4 (signal output part
40) does not necessarily have to continuously keep the
switching element 30 in an OFF state while the stop signal
is outputted from the forced OFF control part 6. For ex-
ample, the control part 4 (signal output part 40) may, after
turning off the switching element 30 as a result of being
provided with the stop signal, limits the ON-duty ratio of
the switching element 30 at a predetermined value or
less and release the limit when the stop signal is no longer
provided.

7 8 



EP 2 571 333 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(Second Embodiment)

[0040] The present embodiment, as shown in Fig. 3,
is characterized in that in place of the forced OFF control
part 6 according to the first embodiment, a power source
circuit 8 that supplies an operating power source to the
control part 4 is provided as a forced OFF means. Note
that other configuration is shared by the first embodiment
and the same numerals are provided to the common com-
ponents and thus their description will be omitted.
[0041] The power source circuit 8 in the present em-
bodiment is formed of a general-purpose three-terminal
regulator IC and creates an operating power source from
an output voltage VDC of an AC-DC conversion part 1.
Note that the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conver-
sion part 1 is a considerably high voltage as an input
voltage of the three-terminal regulator IC and thus it is
desirable to reduce the output voltage VDC through an
appropriate method such as resistance voltage division
to apply it to an input terminal of the three-terminal reg-
ulator IC.
[0042] Next, operation performed upon occurrence of
instantaneously power failure in an AC power source 100
will be described in detail, referring to a time chart of Fig.
4.
[0043] In Fig. 4, (a) shows a power source voltage VAC
of the AC power source 100 and a solid line of (b) shows
the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1
and a broken line of (b) shows an output voltage Vo of a
DC-DC conversion part 2. Moreover, in Fig. 4, (c) shows
a state (light-on, light-off) of a light source part 5, (d)
shows a state (ON, OFF) of a switching element 30 of a
step-down chopper circuit 3, and (e) shows a power
source voltage Vcc of the operating power source sup-
plied from the power source circuit 8.
[0044] Upon the occurrence of instantaneously power
failure (voltage drop in the example shown) at time t1,
electric charges accumulated at a smoothing capacitor
11 are gradually discharged whereby the output voltage
VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 gradually decreas-
es. On the other hand, even when the output voltage
VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 decreases, the out-
put voltage Vo of the DC-DC conversion part 2 is kept at
a driving voltage Vf until an ON-duty ratio of the switching
element 30 reaches 100%. Then after a control part 4
turns the ON-duty ratio of the switching element 30 to
100%, an output current constantly flows to a conversion
circuit part 10 so that the output voltage Vo of the DC-
DC conversion part 2 is clumped (time t2). Then even
when electric power of the AC power source 100 returns
(time t3), the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conver-
sion part 1 remains clumped at a low voltage.
[0045] On the other hand, in the case where the output
voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1 has been
clumped at the low voltage, the power source voltage
Vcc supplied from the power source circuit 8 gradually
decreases, and at a time point at which the power source
voltage Vcc falls below an oscillation stopping voltage

Vstop of the control part 4 (time t4), the control part 4
stops the operation to forcefully turn off the switching
element 30. As a result, the DC-DC conversion part 2
stops to light off the light source part 5.
[0046] Then when the switching element 30 has been
turned off, the output current no longer flows from the
AC-DC conversion part 1 to the DC-DC conversion part
2 and thus the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conver-
sion part 1 is not clumped and starts to rise. Following
the rise of the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conver-
sion part 1, the power source voltage Vcc supplied from
the power source circuit 8 also rises, and at a time point
(time t5) at which the power source voltage Vcc has ex-
ceeded an oscillation starting voltage Vstart (>Vstop) of
the control part 4, the control part 4 restarts the operation.
Note that circuit constants of the AC-DC conversion part
1 and the power source circuit 8 are set so that the output
voltage VDC reaches a desired voltage before the power
source voltage Vcc exceeds the oscillation starting volt-
age Vstart.
[0047] When, as a result of the restart of the operation
by the control part 4, the output voltage Vo of the DC-DC
conversion part 2 has risen to exceed the driving voltage
Vf of the light source part 5, the light source part 5 lights
on (time t6). At this time, the output voltage VDC of the
AC-DC conversion part 1 has already risen to the desired
voltage, and thus operation of controlling the step-down
chopper circuit 3 by the control part 4 continues to be
properly performed.
[0048] As described above, also in the present embod-
iment, the switching element 30 of the step-down chop-
per circuit 3 is forcefully turned off upon the instantane-
ously power failure of the AC power source 100. Thus,
the output voltage VDC of the AC-DC conversion part 1
is not continuously clumped at a voltage lower than the
desired voltage, and occurrence of a problem upon pow-
er return from the instantaneously power failure can be
suppressed.
[0049]

1 AC-DC conversion part
2 DC-DC conversion part
3 Step-down chopper circuit
4 Control part
5 Light source part
6 Forced OFF control part (forced OFF means)
30 Switching element
31 Inductor
32 Capacitor
34 Sensing resistor
50 Light-emitting diode (solid light-emitting element)

Claims

1. A solid light-emitting element driving device compris-
ing:
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an AC-DC conversion part converting an AC
voltage supplied from an AC power source into
a desired DC voltage and then outputting the
DC voltage; and
a DC-DC conversion part stepping the output
voltage of the AC-DC conversion part down to
a driving voltage required for driving one or a
plurality of solid light-emitting elements, wherein
the DC-DC conversion part has: a series circuit
including a switch element, an inductor, a ca-
pacitor, and a resistor connected together be-
tween output ends of the AC-DC conversion
part; and a control part detecting a driving cur-
rent flowing to the solid light-emitting element
by use of the resistor and then performing
switching control of the switching element in ac-
cordance with a result of the detection of the
driving current,
the solid light-emitting element is connected be-
tween both ends of the capacitor, and
forced OFF means is provided which causes the
control part to turn off the switching element
when the output voltage of the AC-DC conver-
sion part falls below a predetermined value in a
state where the control part can perform the
switching control.

2. The solid light-emitting element driving device ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the control part, after turning off the switching ele-
ment, limits an ON-duty ratio of the switching ele-
ment at a predetermined value or less while the out-
put voltage of the AC-DC conversion part is below
the threshold value, and releases the limit when the
output voltage exceeds the threshold value.

3. The solid light-emitting element driving device ac-
cording to claim 2, wherein
the control part keeps an OFF state of the switching
element while the output voltage of the AC-DC con-
version part is below the threshold value.

4. The solid light-emitting element driving device ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the forced OFF means turns off the switching ele-
ment by stopping supply of an operating power
source to the control part.

5. An illumination device comprising:

a light source part including one or a plurality of
solid light-emitting elements; and
a lighting device including the solid light-emitting
element driving device according to any of
claims 1 to 4 and lighting on the light source part.
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