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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to oxygenators.
[0002] There are known oxygenators constructed to perform gas exchange by use of a multiplicity of hollow fiber
membranes. U.S. Patent No. 6,503,451 describes an example of such an oxygenator.
[0003] This oxygenator includes a housing, a hollow fiber membrane bundle received in the housing, blood-inlet and
blood-outlet ports, and gas-inlet and gas-outlet ports so that gas exchange, i.e. oxygenation and carbon dioxide removal,
is performed between the blood and gas through the hollow fiber membranes.
[0004] In oxygenators, it is possible for bubbles to exist in the blood coming entering the blood inlet port. In such a
case, bubbles should preferably be removed by the hollow fiber membrane bundle.
[0005] However, the hollow fiber membrane bundle is designed to efficiently effect gas exchange and is not specifically
designed or intended to remove bubbles. Thus, a problem exists in that bubbles are not fully removed by the hollow
fiber membrane bundle. As a result, bubbles remaining in the blood are discharged out of the blood outlet port and
carried with the blood downstream of the oxygenator. For this reason, it is a known practice to provide an arterial filter
on an arterial line between the oxygenator and the patient for purposes of removing bubbles. An oxygenator according
to the preamble of claim 1 is disclosed in WO 00/06357 and in US 2002/0110485.
[0006] An oxygenator according to the present invention is defined in claim 1. According to one aspect of the present
disclosure, an oxygenator comprises a housing having an interior, a blood inlet port in the housing through which blood
is adapted to flow, with the blood inlet port opening to outside the housing and communicating with the interior of the
housing to introduce the blood into the interior of the housing, a hollow fiber membrane bundle positioned in the interior
of the housing and comprised of a multiplicity of integrated hollow fiber membranes configured to subject the blood
introduced into the housing to gas exchange, with the hollow fiber membranes each possessing a lumen extending
between opposite ends of the hollow fiber membrane forming a gas passage for passage of gas, and a gas inlet port in
the housing through which gas is adapted to flow, with the gas inlet port opening to outside the housing and communicating
with the gas passages of the hollow fiber membranes to introduce the gas into the gas passages. A gas outlet port in
the housing through which gas is adapted to flow opens to outside the housing and communicates with the gas passages
of the hollow fiber membranes to discharge the gas in the gas passages, and a blood outlet port in the housing through
which blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange is adapted to flow opens to outside the housing and
communicates with the interior of the housing to discharge from the housing the blood which has been subjected to the
gas exchange. A filter member is positioned at a side of the hollow fiber membrane bundle closer to the blood outlet
port and is constructed to catch bubbles in the blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange, and a passage
enlargement is provided in a vicinity of an end of the blood outlet port closer to the housing and possessing an increased
passage cross-sectional area so that blood which has passed through the filter member toward the blood outlet port is
decelerated in the passage enlargement.
[0007] Because blood is decelerated in the passage enlargement, the bubbles trapped by the filter are prevented from
being carried in blood to the blood outlet port. The bubbles in the blood can thus be prevented from going out of the
blood outlet.
[0008] According to another aspect, an oxygenator comprises a housing having an interior, a blood inlet port in the
housing through which blood is adapted to flow, with the blood inlet port opening to outside the housing and communicating
with the interior of the housing to introduce the blood into the interior of the housing, a hollow fiber membrane bundle
positioned in the interior of the housing and comprised of a multiplicity of integrated hollow fiber membranes configured
to subject the blood introduced into the housing to gas exchange, wherein the hollow fiber membranes each possess a
lumen extending between opposite ends of the hollow fiber membrane forming a gas passage for passage of gas, a gas
inlet port in the housing through which gas is adapted to flow, with the gas inlet port opening to outside the housing and
communicating with the gas passages of the hollow fiber membranes to introduce the gas into the gas passages, a first
gas outlet port in the housing through which gas is adapted to flow, with the first gas outlet port opening to outside the
housing and communicating with the gas passages of the hollow fiber membranes to discharged the gas in the gas
passages, and a blood outlet port in the housing through which blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange
is adapted to flow, wherein the blood outlet port opens to outside the housing and communicates with the interior of the
housing to discharge from the housing the blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange. A bubble filter member
is positioned at a side of the hollow fiber membrane bundle closer to the blood outlet port and is constructed to catch
bubbles in the blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange, and a gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer is
positioned between the hollow fiber membrane bundle and the filter member, with the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane
layer comprising a multiplicity of hollow fiber membranes each possessing a lumen. A second gas outlet port in the
housing through which bubbles removed by the filter member gas are adapted to flow opens to outside the housing and
communicates with the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes forming the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer to
discharge the bubbles.
[0009] In accordance with another aspect, a method of performing gas exchange for blood comprises introducing
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blood into a housing in which are positioned a plurality of hollow fiber membranes each having a lumen so that the blood
flows exteriorly of the hollow fiber membranes, introducing gas into the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes to subject
the blood flowing exteriorly of the hollow fiber membranes to gas exchange with the has flowing through the lumens of
the hollow fiber membranes, removing bubbles in the blood while the blood is in the housing and after the blood has
been subjected to the gas exchange, decelerating the blood from which bubbles have been removed as the blood
approaches a blood outlet port in the housing, and discharging the blood which has been decelerated from the housing
by way of the blood outlet port.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of an oxygenator disclosed herein.

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional side view of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 1 taken along the section line II-II in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a top view partly in cross-section of the oxygenating part of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a lower right region (fixing region of the hollow fiber membrane bundle,
filter member and gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer) of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional side view of a second embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a third embodiment of an oxygenator with a portion of the housing body removed.

Fig. 7 is a left side or end view of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 6 as viewed along the arrow VII-VII in Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 7 taken along the section line VIII-VIII in Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the oxygenator taken along the section line IX-IX in Fig. 7.

Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section line X-X in Fig. 6.

Fig. 11 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of an upper right region (fixing region of a hollow fiber membrane bundle,
filter member and gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer) in Fig. 9.

Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view of a fourth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional side view of a fifth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional side view of a sixth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 15 is a cross-sectional view of a seventh embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of a cylindrical housing body of the oxygenator shown in Fig. 15.

Fig. 17 is a cross-sectional view of an eighth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 18 is a cross-sectional view of a ninth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 19 is a cross-sectional view of a tenth embodiment of an oxygenator.

Fig. 20 is a cross-sectional view of a cylindrical housing body of an oxygenator in a comparative example.

[0010] Figs. 1-4 illustrate various features associated with one disclosed embodiment of an oxygenator as disclosed
herein. In Figs. 1 and 2, the upper side is referred to as "upper" or "above", the lower side is referred to as "lower" or
"below", the left side is referred to as "blood inlet side" or "upstream side", and the right side is referred to as "blood
outlet side" or "downstream side".
[0011] The oxygenator 1 in the illustrated embodiment is a heat exchanger-equipped oxygenator that includes an
oxygenating part 1A adapted to perform gas exchange on blood and a heat exchanging part (heat exchanger) 1B adapted
to perform heat exchange on blood. This oxygenator can be set up on a blood extracorporeal circulation circuit, for
example.
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[0012] The oxygenator 1 comprises a housing 2 located on the side of the oxygenating part 1A, and a housing 5
located on the side of the heat exchanger part 1B. The two housings 2, 5 are united or integrated together as a single
unitary body.
[0013] The housing 2 of the oxygenator part 1A is comprised of a cylindrical housing body 21 quadrilateral (rectangle
or square) in cross-section (hereinafter, referred to as a "rectangular cylindrical housing body"), a first header (upper
lid) 22 that closes the upper opening of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21, and a second header (lower lid) 23
that closes the lower opening of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21. Both the first header 22 and second header
23 are dish-shaped, including a plate-shaped portion with a projecting or upstanding wall extending around the periphery
of the plate-shaped portion.
[0014] The rectangular cylindrical housing body 21, the first header 22 and the second header 23 can each be formed
of a resin material, e.g. polyolefin such as polyethylene or polypropylene, an ester resin (e.g. polyester such as poly-
ethylene terephthalate or polybutylene terephthalate), a styrene resin (e.g. polystyrene, MS resin or MBS resin) or
polycarbonate, ceramics materials of various kinds or a metal material. The first and second headers 22, 23 are secured
in a liquid-tight manner to the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 by joining, for example by fusion or an adhesive.
[0015] The rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 is formed with a tubular blood outlet port 28 projecting from the
lower region of the blood outlet side thereof. A passage enlargement 281 possessing a box-shaped form is provided
around the blood outlet port 28 closer to the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 (housing 2), i.e., at and around the
upstream end of the blood outlet port 28. The blood outlet port 28 has a lumen in communication with the interior (a
lumen) of the passage enlargement 281, thus forming a passage through which the blood which has passed through a
filter member 41, described in more detail below, is to pass. As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the passage enlargement 281
is provided as a region where the passage increases in cross-sectional area relative to the blood outlet port 28.
[0016] In the oxygenator 1, the blood passing through the filter member 41 reaches the blood outlet port 28 in a state
in which the blood has been decelerated by the passage enlargement 281.
[0017] A tubular gas inlet port 26 projects from the upper surface of the first header 22. A tubular gas outlet port 27
and a tubular gas outlet port 29 project from the lower surface of the second header 23. The gas inlet port 26 has an
intermediate portion that is bent nearly perpendicularly so that the tip end portion of the gas inlet port 26 is parallel with
the blood outlet port 28.
[0018] It is to be understood that the housing 2 need not necessarily be a perfect rectangular parallelepiped in form
over its entirety in that it may be chamfered or rounded partly or entirely at corners or may be in a form partly cut away
or added with a different-shaped part.
[0019] Positioned in the housing 2 is a hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 formed by integrating a multiplicity of hollow
fiber membranes 31 which function to carry out gas exchange, a filter member 41 serving as bubble removal means 4
provided on the blood outlet port 28 (blood outlet portion) side of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3, and a gas outlet
hollow fiber membrane layer 42, as shown in Figs. 2-4. The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3, the filter member 41 layers
and gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 are arranged in that order, with the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 being
located closer to the blood inlet side.
[0020] As shown in Fig. 4, almost all the hollow fiber membranes 31 forming the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 are
arranged nearly parallel with one another. In this case, the lengthwise direction of the hollow fiber membranes 31 are
arranged vertically.
[0021] Incidentally, the arrangement pattern, direction, etc. of the hollow fiber membranes 31 of the hollow fiber
membrane bundle 3 are not limited to those mentioned but may be, for example, in a structure in which the hollow fiber
membranes 31 are arranged horizontally, a structure in which the hollow fiber membranes 31 obliquely intersect one
another at intersections, a structure in which all or some of the hollow fiber membranes 31 are arranged curved, or a
structure in which all or some of the hollow fiber membranes 31 are arranged in a corrugated, helical, spiral or annular
manner.
[0022] The hollow fiber membranes 31 have opposite ends fixed to the inner surfaces of the rectangular cylindrical
housing body 21 by way of partitioning walls 8, 9 as shown in Fig. 2. The partitioning walls 8, 9 are formed of a potting
material, e.g. polyurethane or silicone rubber.
[0023] The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 has opposite ends, in the widthwise direction, that are respectively fixed
(secured) to the inner surfaces of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 through a setting member 7 as shown in
Fig. 3. The setting member 7 may be formed of a material similar to the material (potting material) of the partitioning wall
8, 9 or of another material.
[0024] A first chamber 221 is defined by the first header 22 and the partitioning wall 8. The first chamber 221 is divided,
by way of a partition 222, into a gas inlet chamber 261 closer to the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 and a small space
223 closer to the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42. The partition 222 is positioned, relative to a side-to-side
direction (left-to-right direction in Fig. 2), in a boundary between the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 and the gas outlet
hollow fiber membrane layer 42. The hollow fiber membranes 31 have respective upper openings in communication
with the gas inlet chamber 261.
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[0025] A second chamber 231 is also defined by the second header 23 and the partitioning wall 9. The second chamber
231 is divided, by way of a partition wall 232, into a gas outlet chamber 271 closer to the hollow fiber membrane bundle
3 and a small space 233 closer to the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42. The partition 232 is positioned, relative
to a side-to-side direction (left-to-right direction in Fig. 2), in a boundary between the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3
and the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42. The hollow fiber membranes 31 have respective lower openings in
communication with the gas outlet chamber 271 as shown in Fig. 4.
[0026] The hollow fiber membranes 31 each have a lumen forming a gas passage 32 through which gas is adapted
to flow. The gas inlet port 26 and the gas inlet chamber 261 constitute a gas inlet portion in communication with the gas
passages 32 at an upstream end of the gas passages. The gas outlet port 27 and the gas outlet chamber 271 constitute
a gas outlet portion in communication with the gas passages 32 at a downstream end of the gas passages.
[0027] The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 is fully positioned in the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 and is
sized and configured in such a way that the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 possesses a rectangular parallelepiped
form and occupies a majority of the space in the housing body interior.
[0028] The hollow fiber membranes 31 are exposed between the partitioning walls 8, 9, within the housing 2. A blood
passage 33 is formed exterior of the hollow fiber membranes 31 (and also the gas outlet hollow fiber membranes 421
discussed in more detail below). That is, a the blood passage 33 exists at gaps between the hollow fiber membranes
31, allowing the blood to flow from left to right in Fig. 2.
[0029] A blood inlet aperture (blood inlet space) 24 is formed as a blood inlet portion at the upstream end of the blood
passage 33 (at the upstream end of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 in a side-to-side direction). The blood inlet
aperture 24 communicates with the blood passage 33 and possesses an elongated (e.g., strip-shaped) form extending
vertically (nearly parallel with the longitudinal extent of the hollow fiber membranes 31). The blood inlet aperture 24 is
formed in a connection between the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 and the heat exchanger housing 5. Thus,
the interior of the housing 2 is in communication with the interior of the heat exchanger housing 5, through the blood
inlet aperture 24. This structure allows for a relatively efficient transfer of blood from the heat exchanging part 1B to the
oxygenating part 1A.
[0030] The blood inlet aperture 24 preferably has a length (vertical length as seen with reference to Fig. 2) equal to
or greater than 70% of the effective length of the hollow fiber membrane 31 (i.e., the length between the lower face of
the partitioning wall 8 and the upper face of the partitioning wall 9), with the length of the blood inlet aperture 24 preferably
being no greater than the effective length of the hollow fiber membrane 31. In the illustrated embodiment, the length of
the blood inlet aperture 24 is equal to the effective length of the hollow fiber membrane 31. This disclosed length of the
blood inlet aperture 24 allows for relatively efficient transfer of blood from the heat exchanging part 1B to the oxygenating
part 1A and for gas exchange of blood in the blood passage 33.
[0031] At least at the upstream end of the blood passage 33 (closer to the blood inlet aperture 24), the blood flows in
a direction orthogonal to the lengthwise extent of the hollow fiber membranes 31. This allows for relatively efficient gas
exchange of the blood flowing through the blood passage 33.
[0032] At the downstream end of the blood passage 33 closer to the downstream portion of the hollow fiber membrane
bundle 3, a gap is formed between a filter member 41 (described in more detail below) and the inner surface of the
rectangular cylindrical housing body 21. The gap is located where the blood which has passed through the filter member
41 is to flow, thus forming a blood outlet aperture (blood outlet space) 25. A blood outlet portion is formed by the blood
outlet aperture 25, the passage enlargement 281 and the blood outlet port 28 communicating with the blood outlet
aperture 25 though the passage enlargement 281. The blood outlet aperture 25 or gap has a constant width-wise
dimension represented as "t." .
[0033] With the blood outlet aperture 25, the blood outlet portion is provided with a space where the blood transmitted
through the filter member 41 flows toward the blood outlet port 28, thus discharging the blood relatively smoothly.
[0034] The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3, the filter member 41, the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 and
the blood passage 33 are positioned between the blood inlet aperture 24 and the blood outlet aperture 25.
[0035] By way of example, the hollow fiber membranes 31 is made of a porous gas-exchange film. Also by way of
example, the porous hollow fiber membranes can possess an inner diameter of approximately 100 - 1000 mm, a wall
thickness of approximately 5 - 200 mm, more preferably 10 - 100 mm, a porosity of approximately 20 - 80%, more
preferably approximately 30 - 60%, and a pore size of approximately 0.01 - 5 mm, more preferably approximately 0.01
- 1 mm.
[0036] The hollow fiber membrane 31 can be made of a hydrophobic polymer material, e.g. polypropylene, polyethylene,
polysulfone, polyacrylonitrile, polytetrafluoroethylene or polymethyl pentane. Polyolefin resin is preferred, and polypro-
pylene is more preferred. Pores are preferably formed in the wall of the material by, for example, stretching or solid-
liquid phase separation.
[0037] The hollow fiber membranes 31 of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 have a length (effective length) that is
not particularly limited, but is preferably approximately 30 - 150 mm, more preferably approximately 50 - 100 mm.
[0038] Similarly, the thickness of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 (horizontal length or dimension in Fig. 2) is not
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specifically limited, though is preferably approximately 10 - 100 mm, more preferably approximately 20 - 80 mm.
[0039] The width of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 (vertical dimension or length in Fig. 3) is also not particularly
limited, but is preferably approximately 10 - 100 mm, more preferably approximately 20 - 80 mm.
[0040] As described previously, a bubble removal means 4 is provided at a position downstream of the hollow fiber
membrane bundle 3 (closer to the blood outlet portion). The bubble removal means 4 functions to catch bubbles in blood
and discharge the caught bubbles to the outside of the blood passage. The bubble removal means 4 comprises a filter
member 41 and a gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 arranged upstream of the filter member 41. The filter
member 41 catches bubbles existing in the blood flowing along the blood passage 33. The gas outlet hollow fiber
membrane layer 42 is formed by integrating a multiplicity of gas outlet hollow fiber membranes 421 (hereinafter referred
to as hollow fiber membranes 421) which transmit and discharge the bubble-forming gas captured at the filter member
41. In the description below, the gas that forms the bubbles caught at the filter member 41 is referred to as "bubble gas".
[0041] The filter member 41 is formed by a flat sheet member nearly in a rectangular form (hereinafter also referred
to as a "sheet"). The filter member 41 is fixed in the housing 2 by being secured at its edges (four sides) through use of
the partitioning walls 8, 9 and the respective setting members 7.
[0042] The filter member 41 is positioned by placing its one surface in contact with the downstream surface portion
(closer to the blood outlet portion) of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42, thus covering nearly all the surface
portion. The filter member 41 thus has an increased effective area so that it is possible to relatively fully exhibit the
capability of catching bubbles. Also, by increasing the effective area of the filter member 41, even if clogging (e.g.,
adhesion of blood aggregates) occurs in a part of the filter member 41, it is possible to inhibit or prevent the filter member
41 from being wholly obstructed to blood flow.
[0043] The filter member 41 may be, for example, in a mesh form or of a woven fabric, a non-woven fabric or a
combination thereof. Of these, a mesh form for the filter member 41 is preferred, particularly a screen filter. This makes
it possible to catch bubbles more positively and to pass blood relatively easily.
[0044] In the case of the filter 41 being in a mesh form, the mesh size is not limited but is usually preferably 80 mm or
smaller, more preferably approximately 15 - 60 mm, further preferably 20 - 45 mm. This makes it possible to catch
comparatively fine bubbles without increasing the passage resistance to blood, thus providing a quite high catch efficiency
of bubbles (i.e., bubble removal capability).
[0045] The filter member 41 can be made of a material, e.g. polyolefin such as polyamide, polyethylene or polypro-
pylene, polyester such as polyethylene terephthalate, or polybutylene terephthalate, nylon, cellulose, polyurethane, or
an aramid fiber. It is preferable to use polyethylene terephthalate, or polyethylene, polyurethane due to its relatively
excellent resistance to blood clotting and the capability of being less clogged.
[0046] Meanwhile, the filter member 41 preferably possesses hydrophilicity. That is, the filter member 41 is preferably
made itself of a hydrophilic material or has been subjected to a hydrophilizing processing (e.g. plasma processing). This
makes it relatively easy to remove bubbles upon priming the oxygenator 1. Also, when blood mixed with bubbles passes
through, it is difficult for the bubbles to pass through, thus improving the bubble removal capability at the filter member
41 and helping positively prevent or inhibit the bubbles from flowing out of the blood outlet port 28.
[0047] The filter member 41 may be made of one sheet (particularly, a mesh form like a screen filter) or a lamination
of two or more sheets. In the case of a lamination of two or more sheets, the sheets forming the filter member are
preferably different in at least one of the conditions of their forms, the material(s) forming the sheets, the mesh sizes of
the sheets, the flatness/non-flatness of the sheets, the plan shapes of the sheets, etc.
[0048] As mentioned, between the filter member 41 and the interior surface of the housing 2, a gap (i.e., blood outlet
aperture 25) is formed as shown in Figs. 2-4). This can help suppress the filter member 41 from coming into direct (close)
contact with the inner surface of the housing 2. Thus, the blood passing through the filter member 41 is allowed to easily
flow down the blood outlet aperture 25, and then to the blood outlet port 28 relatively smoothly via the passage enlargement
281.
[0049] The filter member 41 should preferably closely contact the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42.
[0050] With the arrangement of the filter member 41, even where bubbles exist in the blood flowing along the blood
passage 33, such bubbles can be caught thereby inhibiting or preventing bubbles from going out of the blood outlet port
28. This reduces or eliminates the need for an arterial filter conventionally provided in the arterial line.
[0051] The bubbles caught by the filter member 41 are removed by the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42
located upstream of the filter member 41 (located between the filter member 41 and the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3).
[0052] As shown in Fig. 4, the hollow fiber membranes 421 forming the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42,
are arranged nearly parallel with the hollow fiber membranes 31 forming the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3. The hollow
fiber membranes 421 have both ends (upper and lower ends) fixed to the inner surfaces of the rectangular cylindrical
housing body 21 by way of the partitioning walls 8, 9 as shown in Fig. 2, similar to the hollow fiber membranes 31.
[0053] Thus, both ends of both the hollow fiber membranes 421 and the hollow fiber membranes 31 can be fixed by
way of the partitioning walls 8, 9. The number of process steps can thus be reduced in the manufacture of an oxygenator
1. In addition, the hollow fiber membranes 421 can be fully positioned within the rectangular cylindrical housing body
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21. That is, a high charging efficiency of the hollow fiber membranes 421 is available in the rectangular cylindrical housing
body 21 (with less dead space). This contributes to the size reduction and performance improvement of the oxygenating
part 1A.
[0054] As shown in Fig. 3, the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 is fixed (secured) at both of its widthwise
ends to the inner surfaces of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 by the setting members 7.
[0055] The hollow fiber membranes 421 each have a lumen forming a gas passage 422 through which is adapted to
flow bubble gas entering through a multiplicity of fine pores formed in the wall of the hollow fiber membrane 421.
[0056] The gas passages 422 (hollow fiber membranes 421) have upper openings which open into and communicate
with the small space 223. Thus, the small space 223 serves as a bubble reservoir that temporarily stores the bubble
gas rising from the gas passages 422.
[0057] The gas passages 422 also have lower openings which open into and communicate with the small space 233
as shown in Fig. 4. The small space 233 is in communication with the gas outlet port 29.
[0058] With this structure, the bubble gas exiting at the lower openings of the gas passages 422 passes into the small
space 233 and then the gas outlet port 29 so that is permitted to positively exit out of the oxygenator 1 (housing 2). This
makes it possible to inhibit or prevent bubbles in the blood passing along the blood passage 33 from going out of the
blood outlet portion. The gas outlet port 29 can be considered to function as a part of the bubble removal means 4.
[0059] The hollow fiber membranes 421 constituting the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 and the hollow
fiber membranes 31 constituting the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 may be the same or different in type.
[0060] In the case of the hollow fiber membranes 421 and the hollow fiber membranes 31 being different in type, they
are preferably different in at least one of material, property and arrangement conditions.
[0061] By way of example, the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 can possess a thickness (horizontal length
in Fig. 2) of approximately 10 - 50 mm.
[0062] The gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 can also possess a width (vertical length in Fig. 3) of approximately
10 - 80 mm.
[0063] The arrangement pattern, direction, etc. of the hollow fiber membranes 421 in the gas outlet hollow fiber
membrane layer 42 may be such as to form a structure in which the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged horizontally,
a structure in which the hollow fiber membranes 421 have obliquely intersecting points (intersections) of one with another,
a structure in which all or part of the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged in a curved manner, or a structure in
which all or part of the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged in a corrugated, helical, spiral or annular manner.
[0064] With the aspects of the oxygenator described above, a number of effects can be achieved. For example, gas
exchange can be positively made by the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3, with the bubbles in the gas-exchanged blood
being positively removed by the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42. Conditions can be selected for the hollow
fiber membrane bundle 3 suitable for gas exchange while conditions can be selected for the hollow fiber membrane
layer 42 suitable for gas removal. Therefore, a relatively high performance can be exhibited in both gas exchange and
gas removal. Further, the structure having both performances of gas exchange and gas discharge can be received
efficiently within the one housing 2, thus keeping the interval (charge amount) in the blood passages 33 relatively small.
[0065] The bubbles in the blood containing bubbles that lies upstream of the filter member 41 (hereinafter, such blood
is referred to as "bubble-containing blood") are adapted to be caught at the filter member 41. The blood which has
passed the filter member 41 and been subjected to bubble removal flows toward the blood outlet port 28. By sufficiently
reducing the velocity of the blood entering the passage enlargement 281, the blood moving toward the blood outlet port
28 is prevented from entraining (against venturi effect), across the filter member 41, the bubbles caught by the filter
member 41. This can help assist in positively preventing the bubbles of the blood from passing out of the blood outlet
port 28.
[0066] The description which follows describes aspects of the heat exchanging part (heat exchanger) 1B. The heat
exchanger 1B includes the heat exchanger housing 5 which possesses a nearly cylindrical form having upper and lower
closed ends. A blood chamber 50 is formed inside the heat exchanger housing 5. A tubular heating medium inlet port
52 and a tubular heating medium outlet port 53 extend from the heat exchanger housing 5 at the lower end (lower
surface) of the heat exchanger housing 5. A tubular blood inlet port 51 projects in the lower left region of the heat
exchanger housing 5 in Fig. 2. The blood inlet port 51 has a lumen in communication with the blood chamber 50.
[0067] Arranged in the interior of the heat exchanger housing 5 are a heat exchange element 54 that is cylindrical in
form, a heating medium chamber-forming member (cylindrical wall) 55 having a cylindrical form and positioned along
the inner periphery of the heat exchange element 54, and a partitioning wall 56 separating the inner space of the heating
medium chamber-forming member 55 into an inlet heating medium chamber 57 and an outlet heating medium chamber
58. The heating medium chamber-forming member 55 serves to form a heating medium chamber that temporarily stores
the heating medium at the inside of the heat exchange element 54 and to help prevent the cylindrical heat exchange
element from deforming.
[0068] The heating medium chamber-forming member 55 and the partitioning wall 56 are appropriately fixed in the
heat exchanger housing 5, for example by bonding through fusion or an adhesive. The heating medium chamber-forming
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member 55 and the partitioning wall 56 may be formed as separate members or may be integrally formed together as
a single unitary one-piece body.
[0069] Elongated (strip-formed) openings 59a, 59b are formed in the heating medium chamber-forming member 55.
These openings 59a, 59b extend vertically and penetrate through the wall of the heating medium chamber-forming
member 55. The openings 59a, 59b are arranged at opposite positions through the partitioning wall 56 as illustrated in
Fig. 3. The opening 59a communicates with the inlet heating medium chamber 57 while the opening 59b communicates
with the outlet heating medium chamber 58.
[0070] The heat exchange element 54 can be in the form of a so-called bellows-type heat exchange element (bellows
tube) as shown in Fig. 2. The bellows-type heat exchange element 54 comprises a bellows-formed central portion and
a cylindrical portion at each end (upper and lower ends). The bellows-formed central portion is comprised of a multiplicity
of hollow annular projections that are parallel (inclusive of nearly parallel) to one another so as to form a plurality of
closely arranged undulations. The inner diameter of each cylindrical end portion is equal to (inclusive of nearly equal to)
the inner diameter of the bellows-formed central portion. The heat exchange element 54 can be formed of a metal
material such as stainless steel or aluminum, or a resin material such as polyethylene or polycarbonate, for example. It
is preferable to use a metal material, such as stainless steel or aluminum for reasons of strength and heat exchange
efficiency. It is particularly preferable to use a metal-made bellows tube in a corrugated form having a multiplicity of
repetitive concavo-convex nearly orthogonal to the axis of the heat exchange element 54.
[0071] The heat exchanger housing 5, the heating medium chamber-forming member 55 and the partitioning wall 56
can be made of various materials, for example, polyolefin such as polyethylene or polypropylene, an ester resin (e.g.
polyester such as polyethylene terephthalate, or polybutylene terephthalate), a styrene resin (e.g. polystyrene, MS resin
or MBS resin), a resin material such as polycarbonate, various kinds of ceramics materials or a metal material.
[0072] With reference to Figs. 1-3, the following is a description of the flow of heating medium in the heat exchanging
part 1B of the oxygenator 1.
[0073] The heating medium entering through the heating medium inlet port 52, first flows to the inlet heating medium
chamber 57 and then to the outer peripheral side of the heating medium forming member 55 via the opening 59a, thus
spreading over the entire periphery of the heating medium forming member 55 and going into the multiplicity of recesses
of the bellows (to the inside of hollow annular projections) of the heat exchange element 54. This heats up or cools down
the heat exchange element 54 that is in contact with the heating medium. Thus, heat exchange (heating or cooling) is
effected with the blood flowing at the outer peripheral side of the heat exchange element 54.
[0074] The heating medium serving to heat or cool the heat exchange element 54 enters the outlet heating medium
chamber 58 through the opening 59b and then exits at the heating medium outlet port 53.
[0075] Although the oxygenator described above and illustrated in the drawing figures includes the heat exchanging
part 1B, it is to be understood that the heat exchanger part 1B is not required, and the oxygenator part 1A can be used
independently of the heat exchanger part 1B.
[0076] Referring to Figs. 1-4, the following describes the blood flow in the oxygenator 1 of this embodiment.
[0077] The blood enters at the blood inlet port 51 and flows into the blood chamber 50, i.e., between the inner surface
of the heat exchanger housing 5 and the heat exchange element 54, where the blood contacts the outer surface of the
plurality of hollow annular projections of the heat exchange element 54, thus effecting heat exchange (heating or cooling).
The blood thus subjected to heat exchange gathers at a downstream side of the blood chamber 50 and then flows into
the housing 2 of the oxygenating part 1A through the blood inlet aperture 24.
[0078] The blood passing through the blood inlet aperture 24 flows downstream along the blood passage 33. Meanwhile,
the gas (gas containing oxygen) supplied through the gas inlet port 26 is distributed by the gas inlet chamber 261 into
the gas passages 32, i.e., the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes 31. After passing along the gas passages 32, the
gas is collected in the gas outlet chamber 271 and allowed to exit at the gas outlet port 27. The blood, flowing along the
blood passage 33 contacts the outer surfaces of the hollow fiber membranes 31 so that gas exchange (oxygenation or
carbon dioxide removal) takes place with the gas flowing through the gas passages 32.
[0079] If bubbles are present in the gas-exchanged blood, the bubbles are caught by the filter member 41. The bubbles
(bubble gas), caught at the filter member 41, enter the lumens (gas passages 422) of the hollow fiber membranes 421
via the multiplicity of fine pores in the walls of the hollow fiber membranes 421 of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane
layer 42 located adjacent to and upstream of the filter member 41. The bubble gas entering the hollow fiber membranes
421 is discharged at the gas outlet port 29 through the small space 233.
[0080] The blood thus subjected to gas exchange and bubble removal flows out of the blood outlet port 28.
[0081] In the oxygenator 1 of this embodiment, it is preferable that surfaces to be contacted with blood (e.g., the inner
surface of the housing 2, the inner surface of the heat exchanger housing 5, the surface of the heating medium chamber-
forming member 55, the surface of the partitioning wall 56, the setting member 7, and the surfaces of the partitioning
walls 8, 9 facing the blood passage 33) are made antithrombotic. The antithrombotic surface can be formed by coating
and fixing an antithrombotic material on the surface. Examples of the antithrombotic material include heparin, urokinase,
HEMA-St-HEMA copolymer, poly-HEMA and so on.



EP 2 305 332 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0082] The flow rate of blood through the blood inlet port 51 is not especially limited because it may be different
depending upon, for example, the patient’s physique and the operational scheme. However, usually, a blood flow rate
of 0.1 - 2.0 L/min is preferred in the case of an infant or child, a blood flow rate of 2.0 - 5.0 L/min is preferred in the case
of a child in elementary or middle school, and a blood flow rate of 3.0 - 7.0 L/min is preferred in the case of an adult.
[0083] The flow rate of the gas supplied through the gas inlet port 26 is also not particularly limited because it is different
depending upon, for example, the patient’s physique and the operational scheme. However, usually, a gas flow rate of
0.05 - 4.0 L/min is preferred in the case of an infant or child, a gas flow rate of 1.0 - 10.0 L/min is preferred in the case
of a child in elementary or middle school, and a gas flow rate of 1.5 - 14.0 L/min is preferred in the case of an adult.
[0084] Similarly, the oxygen concentration of the gas supplied through the gas inlet port 26 is not especially limited
because it may differ depending upon, for example, the metabolic amount of oxygen/carbon-dioxide gas of a patient
under operation. However, an oxygen concentration of 40 - 100% can be used.
[0085] The maximum continuous operation time of the oxygenator 1 can vary depending upon the patient’s condition
and the operational scheme. However, a time of approximately 2 - 6 hours can be considered. The maximum continuous
operation time of the oxygenator 1 may, rarely, amount to a time as long as nearly 10 hours.
[0086] Fig. 5 illustrates a second embodiment of the oxygenator. The description which follows primarily describes
the differences between this embodiment and the foregoing embodiment described above. Thus, features of the oxy-
genator which are similar to those in the first embodiment are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed
description of such features is not repeated. This second embodiment is similar to the first embodiment, except for
features relating to the housing.
[0087] In the oxygenator 1’ shown in Fig. 5, the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 (housing 2) has, at its down-
stream side, a wall (side wall) 211 inclined relative to the axis of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 (i.e., relative
to the vertical). Thus, in the oxygenator 1’, the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 has a cross-sectional area gradually
increasing toward the lower portion (toward a passage enlargement 281) in Fig. 5. Accordingly, between the inner surface
(wall 211) of the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21 and the filter member 41, a gap is provided (i.e., a gap having
a size or width t of a blood outlet aperture 25) that gradually increases toward the passage enlargement 281 (toward
the downstream end).
[0088] By gradually increasing the gap size t, the blood moving down the blood outlet aperture 25 is decelerated until
reaching the passage enlargement 281. By moderately decelerating the flow velocity, the blood is allowed to flow in a
manner that does not significantly adversely affect a smooth flow, thus providing a flow-velocity distribution through the
blood passage 33 with a result that the pressure loss of blood flow can be held relatively low.
[0089] Although Fig. 5 illustrates the gap size as increasing continuously and gradually, the wall 211 can be configured
to provide a gap size t that increases stepwise toward the downstream end (i.e., toward the lower end).
[0090] The (lower) region of the blood outlet aperture 25 increasing in gap size t is due to an increasing cross-sectional
area of the blood outlet aperture 25A, and hence is capable of exhibiting a function similar to that of an enlargement
(e.g., the enlargement 282A in a further embodiment described below).
[0091] Figs. 6-11 illustrate a third embodiment of an oxygenator described herein. In Figs. 6, 8 and 9, the left side is
referred to as "left" or "leftward" while the right side is referred to as "right" or "rightward". In Figs. 6-8, 10 and 11, the
upper side is referred to as "upper" or "above" while the lower side is referred to as "lower" or "below". In Figs. 6-11, the
interior of the oxygenator is referred to as the "blood inlet side" or "upstream side" while the exterior thereof is referred
to as "blood outlet side" or "downstream side".
[0092] The description which follows primarily describes the differences between this embodiment and the foregoing
embodiments described above. Thus, features of the oxygenator which are similar to those previously described in other
embodiments are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed description of such features is not repeated.
[0093] This third embodiment is similar to the first embodiment except that the oxygenator is different in its overall
shape. The oxygenator 10 in the illustrated embodiment possesses a nearly cylindrical form in its entire or overall shape
(exterior shape). The oxygenator 10 is a heat exchanger-equipped oxygenator including a heat exchanging part (heat
exchanger) 10B provided in the interior thereof which is nearly similar in structure to the heat exchanging part 1B of the
first embodiment, and an oxygenating part 10A provided at an outer periphery of the heat exchanging part 10B for
performing gas exchange with respect to the blood.
[0094] The oxygenator 10 comprises a housing 2A in which is received or positioned the oxygenating part 10A and
the heat exchanging part 10B. As shown in Fig. 10, the oxygenating part 10A and the heat exchanging part 10B are
arranged concentric to the housing 2A.
[0095] The heat exchanging part 10B is further received in a heat exchanger housing 5A within the housing 2A. By
virtue of the heat exchanger housing 5A, both ends of the heat exchanging part 10B are fixed relative to the housing 2A.
[0096] The housing 2A is comprise of a housing body 21A possessing a cylindrical form (hereinafter referred to as a
"cylindrical housing body"), a first header (upper lid) 22A in a dish form closing the left-side aperture or opening of the
cylindrical housing body (barrel) 21A, and a second header (lower lid) 23A in a dish form closing the right-side aperture
or opening of the cylindrical housing body 21A.
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[0097] The cylindrical housing body 21A, the first header 22A and the second header 23A are each formed of, for
example, polyolefin such as polyethylene or polypropylene, an ester resin (e.g. polyester such as polyethylene tereph-
thalate, or polybutylene terephthalate), a styrene resin (e.g. polystyrene, MS resin or MBS resin), a resin material such
as polycarbonate, a ceramics material in various kind or a metal material. The first header 22A and the second header
23A are secured in a liquid-tight manner to the cylindrical housing body 21A by joining, for example by fusion or an
adhesive.
[0098] A tubular blood outlet port 28 is formed in the outer periphery of the cylindrical housing body 21A. The blood
outlet port 28 projects nearly in a tangential direction to the outer peripheral surface (circumference) of the cylindrical
housing body 21A as shown in Figs. 7 and 10. In the construction shown in Fig. 10, the portion of the blood outlet port
28 which opens to the housing body 21A is offset outwardly away from the inner peripheral surface of the cylindrical
housing body 21A (an imaginary continuation of the inner peripheral surface) by a distance C to thus provide a passage
enlargement as described in more detail below. By way of example, the distance or offset C can preferably be approx-
imately 0.5 - 4 mm.
[0099] A blood outlet aperture 25A, described in more detail below, is in a cylindrical form concentric to the cylindrical
housing body 21A. The blood outlet port 28 thus projects nearly tangentially to the circumference of the blood outlet
aperture 25A. This allows the blood pass along the blood outlet aperture 25A to flow into the blood outlet port 28 relatively
smoothly and easily.
[0100] A passage enlargement 281, possessing a box form (or a groove form), is provided in a region nearby the
blood outlet port 28 and close to the cylindrical housing body 21A or housing 2 (at and around the upstream end), i.e.,
in a base region of the blood outlet port 28. The blood outlet port 28 has a lumen in communication with a lumen of the
passage enlargement 281, thus forming a passage through which the blood passing through a filter member 41A,
described in more detail below, is to pass. As shown in Figs. 8 and 10, the passage enlargement 281 is provided as a
region where the passage is increased in its cross-sectional area.
[0101] In the oxygenator 1, the blood passing through the filter member 41A, upon entering the passage enlargement
281, is decelerated at a rate reciprocal to the increasing ratio of the passage cross-sectional area. The blood whose
velocity has been decelerated reaches the blood outlet port 28.
[0102] A blood inlet port 201 and a gas outlet port 27 that are tubular in form project from the first header 22A. The
blood inlet port 201 is formed in an end surface of the first header 22A such that the axis of the blood inlet port 201 is
offset from the center of the first header 22A as shown in Fig. 7. The gas outlet port 27 is formed in the outer periphery
of the first header 22A such that the axis of the gas outlet port 27 intersects the center of the first header 22A as shown
in Fig. 7.
[0103] A gas inlet port 26, a gas outlet port 29, a heating medium inlet port 202 and a heating medium outlet port 203
that are tubular in form project from the second header 23A. The gas inlet port 26 and the gas outlet port 29 are formed
in the end-surface of the second header 23A at an edge of the second header 23A. The heating medium inlet port 202
and the heating medium outlet port 203 are formed nearly centrally in the end surface of the second header 23A. The
heating medium inlet port 202 and the heating medium outlet port 203 are somewhat inclined so that their axes form an
angle relative to the centerline of the second header 23A.
[0104] The oxygenating part 10A is concentrically arranged or received in the interior of the housing 2A. The oxygenating
part 10A is cylindrical in form and extends along the inner peripheral surface of the housing 2A as shown in Figs. 8-10.
The oxygenator 10A is comprised of a hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A in a cylindrical form, a filter member 41A serving
as bubble removal means 4A provided on the outer peripheral side (blood outlet side) of the hollow fiber membrane
bundle 3A, and gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A, the gas outlet hollow
fiber membrane layer 42A and the filter member 41A are arranged in that order, with the hollow fiber membrane bundle
3A being located innermost relative to the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A and the filter member 41A.
[0105] As shown in Fig. 11, the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A is formed by integrating a multiplicity of hollow fiber
membranes 31 serving for gas exchange.
[0106] The arrangement pattern, direction, etc. of the hollow fiber membranes 31 of the hollow fiber membrane bundle
3A can be arranged vertical relative to the axis of the housing 2A, or can be arranged to form a structure in which the
hollow fiber membranes 31 have obliquely intersecting points (intersections) with another (intersections), a structure in
which all or part of the hollow fiber membranes 31 are arranged curved, or a structure in which all or part of the hollow
fiber membranes 31 are arranged in a corrugated, helical, spiral or annular manner.
[0107] The hollow fiber membranes 31 at their opposite ends (left and right ends) are fixed to the inner surfaces of
the rectangular cylindrical housing body 21A by partitioning walls 8, 9 as shown in Figs. 9 and 10.
[0108] The hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A is charged nearly fully between the cylindrical housing body 21A and
the heat exchanger part 10B. Due to this, the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A is wholly placed nearly in a cylindrical
form. This provides a relatively high charge efficiency of the hollow fiber membranes 31 (with less dead space) in the
cylindrical housing body 21A, thus contributing to a size reduction and performance improvement of the oxygenating
part 10A.
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[0109] The hollow fiber membranes 31, between the partitioning walls 8, 9 in the housing 2A, are exposed so that a
blood passage 33 is formed outside the hollow fiber membranes 31, i.e., at the gaps between the hollow fiber membranes
31, allowing blood to flow from left to right in Fig. 2. The same is true for the hollow fiber membranes 421 of the gas
outlet fiber membrane layer 42A.
[0110] A cylindrical blood inlet aperture (blood inlet space) 24A is formed as a blood inlet portion for the blood entering
from the blood inlet port 201 upstream of the blood passage 33 (closer to the upstream surface of the hollow fiber
membrane bundle 3A), i.e., between the oxygenator part 10A and the heat exchanging part 10B.
[0111] The blood entering the blood inlet aperture 24A flows in a direction peripheral of and lengthwise of the blood
inlet aperture 24A and is thus allowed to flow to the entirety of the blood inlet aperture 24A. This makes it possible to
efficiently transfer the blood from the heat exchanging part 10B to the oxygenating part 10A.
[0112] Downstream of the blood passage 33 (closer to the downstream surface of the hollow fiber membrane bundle
3A), a cylindrical gap is formed between the outer peripheral surface of the filter member 41A and the inner peripheral
surface of the cylindrical housing body 21A. The gap is located where the blood which has passed through the filter
member 41A is to flow, thus forming a blood outlet aperture (blood outlet space) 25A. A blood outlet portion is constituted
by the blood exit aperture 25A, the passage enlargement 281 and the blood outlet port 28 communicating with the blood
outlet aperture 25A through the passage enlargement 281. The blood outlet aperture 25A has a gap size t that is constant
and extends circumferentially of the blood outlet aperture 25A.
[0113] The blood outlet aperture 25A thus arranged provides the blood exit portion with a space where the blood which
has passed through the filter member 41A is to flow toward the blood outlet port 28. Thus, the blood can be discharged
smoothly.
[0114] Between the blood inlet aperture 24A and the blood outlet aperture 25A, there exist the hollow fiber membrane
bundle 3A, the filter member 41A, the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A and the blood passage 33.
[0115] The thickness of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A (i.e., the radial length in Fig. 10) is not particularly limited,
but is preferably approximately 2 - 100 mm, more preferably approximately 3 - 30 mm.
[0116] As mentioned before, the bubble removal means 4A is positioned downstream (closer to the blood exit portion)
of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A, serving to catch bubbles in the blood and discharge the caught bubbles to the
outside of the blood passage. The bubble removal means 4A comprises the filter member 41A and the gas outlet hollow
fiber membrane layer 42A arranged upstream of the filter member 41A.
[0117] The filter member 41A is formed by a sheet member that is nearly rectangular in form (hereinafter also referred
to as a "sheet"), wherein the sheet is wound in a cylindrical form. The filter member 41A has both ends respectively
secured by the partitioning walls 8, 9 so that the filter member 41A is fixed in the housing 2A as shown in Figs. 8 and 9.
[0118] The inner peripheral surface of the filter member 41A contacts the downstream surface (closer to the blood
outlet portion) of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. In the illustrated embodiment, the filter member 41A
contacts and covers the entire outer surface of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A (inclusive of substantially
the entire outer surface of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A). By thus providing the filter member 41A,
the filter member 41A can be increased in effective area thus relatively fully exhibiting the capability of catching bubbles.
By increasing the effective area of the filter member 41A, even if clogging occurs in a part of the filter member 41A (e.g.,
adhesion of blood aggregations), it is possible to suppress or prevent the possibility that blood flow through the filter
member 41A will be entirely blocked.
[0119] The filter member 41A can be in a form similar to the filter member of the first embodiment, i.e., a mesh
(meshwork) form, a woven fabric, a non-woven fabric or a combination thereof. Also, the material forming the filter
member 41A can be similar to that of the filter member 41 of the first embodiment.
[0120] By arranging the filter member 41A thus structured, even if bobbles exist in the blood flowing along the blood
passage 33, the bubbles can be caught to prevent bubbles from passing out of the blood outlet port 28.
[0121] The bubbles caught by the filter member 41A are removed by the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A
located upstream of the filter member 41A.
[0122] It is to be understood that the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A described above is not essential and
can be omitted, if desired. In embodiments where the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A is not utilized, bubbles
trapped by the filter member 41A are removed by the hollow fiber membranes 31.
[0123] That is, in the case that bubbles exist in the gas-exchanged blood, such bubbles are caught by the filter member
41A. The bubbles (bubble gas), caught at the filter member 41A pass through the multiplicity of fine pores of the hollow
fiber membranes 31 of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3 located upstream of the filter member 41A, and then enter
the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes 31 (gas passages 32). The bubble gas entering the hollow fiber membranes
31 is discharged at the gas outlet port 27 through the gas outlet chamber 271.
[0124] As shown in Fig. 11, almost all of the hollow fiber membranes 421 forming the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane
layer 42A are arranged nearly parallel with the hollow fiber membranes 31 forming the hollow fiber membrane bundle
3A. Both ends (i.e., the upper and lower ends) of the hollow fiber membranes 421 are respectively fixed to the inner
surfaces of the cylindrical housing body 21A through the partitioning walls 8, 9 in a manner similar to the hollow fiber



EP 2 305 332 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

membranes 31 as shown in Figs. 8 and 9.
[0125] The arrangement pattern, direction, etc. of the hollow fiber membranes 421 in the gas outlet hollow fiber
membrane layer 42A are not limited to those mentioned as the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A can be
arranged as a structure in which the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged vertical to the axis of the housing 2A, a
structure in which the hollow fiber membranes 421 have obliquely intersecting points (intersections) of one with another,
a structure in which all or part of the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged curved, or a structure in which all or part
of the hollow fiber membranes 421 are arranged in a corrugated, helical, spiral or annular manner.
[0126] The thickness of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A (i.e., the radial length in Fig. 10) is not particularly
limited, but is preferably approximately 1-50 mm, more preferably approximately 1-30 mm.
[0127] As shown in Fig. 9, a first chamber 221a is defined by the first header 22A, the partition wall 8, the heat exchanger
housing 5A of the heat exchanging part 10B, and the heating medium chamber-forming member 55. The first chamber
221a is divided by a partition 222 into a gas outlet chamber 271 located close to the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A
and a small space 223 located close to the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. The partition 222 is located at
the boundary between the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A and the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. The
hollow fiber membranes 31 have left-end openings opening into and communicating with the gas outlet chamber 271.
[0128] In addition, a second chamber 231a is defined by the second header 23A, the partition wall 9, the heat exchanger
housing 5A of the heat exchanging part 10B, and the heating medium chamber-forming member 55. The second chamber
231a is divided by a partition 232 into a gas inlet chamber 261 located closer to the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A
and a small space 233 located closer to the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. The partition 232 is located at
the boundary between the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A and the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A. The
hollow fiber membranes 31 have right-end openings that open into and communicate with the gas inlet chamber 261 as
shown in Fig. 11.
[0129] The hollow fiber membranes 31 each have a lumen forming a gas passage 32 through which gas is adapted
to flow. The gas inlet port 26 and the gas inlet chamber 261 constitute a gas inlet located upstream of the gas passages
32, while the gas outlet port 27 and the gas outlet chamber 271 constitute a gas outlet portion located downstream of
the gas passages 32.
[0130] The hollow fiber membranes 421 each have lumen forming a gas passage 422 through which the bubble gas,
passing through a multiplicity of fine pores formed in the wall of the hollow fiber membrane 421, is adapted to flow.
[0131] The gas passages 422 (hollow fiber membranes 421) have left-end openings that open into and communicate
with the small space 223. This allows the small space 223 to serve as a bubble reservoir for temporarily storing the
bubble gas flowing out of the gas passages 422.
[0132] The gas passages 422 also have right-end openings that open into and communicate with the small space 233
as shown in Fig. 11. The small space 233 communicates with the gas outlet port 29.
[0133] With this structure, the bubble gas passing out of the right-end openings of the gas passages 422 enters the
small space 233 and then the gas outlet port 29, thus being positively discharged out of the oxygenator 10 (housing 2A).
This can positively prevent the bubbles in the blood flowing along the blood passage 33 from being discharged out of
the blood outlet.
[0134] The bubbles in the bubble-containing blood located upstream of the filter member 41A are caught by the filter
member 41A. The blood passing through the filter member 41A and subjected to bubble removal flows toward the blood
outlet port 28. By sufficiently decreasing the velocity of the blood entering the passage enlargement 281, the blood
moving toward the blood outlet port 28 is prevented from entraining (against the venturi effect), across the filter member
41A, the bubbles that are caught by the filter member 41A. This can positively prevent the bubbles of the blood from
being discharged out of the blood outlet port 28.
[0135] As mentioned before, the oxygenating part 10A is arranged in the heat exchanging part 10B. The heat ex-
changing part 10B is similar in construction to the heat exchanging part 1B described above and so a detailed description
is not repeated.
[0136] By thus arranging the heat exchanging part 10B in the oxygenating part 10A, a number of advantages can be
realized. For example, the oxygenating part 10A and the heat exchanging part 10B are efficiently received in the same
housing 2A and so there is less dead space. Gas exchange can thus be achieved efficiently by the relatively small-sized
oxygenator 10. Additionally, because the oxygenating part 10A and the heat exchanging part 10B are placed in a closer
arrangement than those in the first embodiment, the blood heat exchanged at the heat exchanging part 10B is allowed
to flow rapidly into the oxygenator 10A. This can minimize the charge amount of blood in the blood inlet aperture 24A
(blood passage 33) communicating between the heat exchanging part 10B and the oxygenator 10A. Further, the blood
subjected top heat exchange at the heat exchanging part 10B can flow to the oxygenating part 10A rapidly without
significant delay.
[0137] Referring to Figs. 8-11, the following is a description of the blood flow in the oxygenator 10 of this embodiment.
[0138] In the oxygenator 10, the blood enters at the blood inlet port 201 and flows to the blood chamber 50, i.e., to
between the inner peripheral surface of the heat exchanger housing 5A and the heat exchange element 54. The blood
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contacts the outer surface of the plurality of hollow annular projections forming the heat exchange element 54 to thus
effect heat exchange (heating or cooling). The blood thus heat exchanged passes through an opening 59c formed in
the upper portion of the heat exchanger housing 5A and the blood inlet opening 24A in that order, and then flows into
the housing 2A of the oxygenator 10A.
[0139] The blood, passing through the blood inlet opening 24A flows downstream along the blood passage 33. Mean-
while, the gas supplied through the gas inlet port 26 (gas containing oxygen) is distributed from the gas inlet chamber
261 into the gas passages 32, i.e., into the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes 31. After flowing along the gas passages
32, the gas is collected in the gas outlet chamber 271 and is discharged at the gas outlet port 27. The blood flowing
along the blood passage 33 contacts the outer surface of the hollow fiber membranes 31 where it is gas-exchanged
(oxygenated, carbon dioxide removal) with the gas flowing through the gas passages 32.
[0140] If bubbles exist in the gas-exchanged blood, such bubbles are caught by the filter member 41A. The bubbles
(bubble gas) caught at the filter member 41A pass through a multiplicity of fine pores of the hollow fiber membranes 421
of the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42A located adjacent and upstream of the filter member 41A, and then
enters the lumens of the hollow fiber membranes 421 (gas passages 422). The bubble gas entering the hollow fiber
membranes 421 is discharged at the gas outlet port 29 through the small space 233.
[0141] The blood, thus gas-exchanged and subjected to bubble removal, is allowed to exit at the blood outlet port 28.
[0142] Fig. 12 illustrates a fourth embodiment of an oxygenator disclosed herein. The description which follows primarily
describes the differences between this embodiment and the foregoing embodiments described above. Thus, features
of the oxygenator which are similar to those previously described in other embodiments are identified by the same
reference numerals and a detailed description of such features is not repeated.
[0143] The present embodiment is similar to the third embodiment described above, except that an oxygenating part
is received or positioned eccentrically in the housing.
[0144] In the oxygenator 10’ shown in Fig. 12, the oxygenator part 10A is arranged eccentric upward relative to the
housing 2A (cylindrical housing body 21A). A gap exists between the inner peripheral surface of the cylindrical housing
body 21A and the outer peripheral surface of the filter member 41A. This gap possesses a size (width dimension) t in
the blood outlet aperture 25A, gradually increasing toward the downstream end along the periphery, i.e., toward the
passage enlargement 281. Thus, in the blood outlet aperture 25A, the gap size t is a minimum size tmin at its upper
region (diametrically opposite to the passage enlargement 281) and is a maximum size tmax at its lower region or
downstream portion (i.e., at the passage enlargement 281).
[0145] Thus, the blood outlet aperture 25A, in a portion nearby the maximum gap tmax, is enlarged in its passage
cross-sectional area, corresponding to a first enlargement 282A of a seventh embodiment described in more detail
below, thus exhibiting a function similar to that of the first enlargement 282A.
[0146] By thus gradually increasing the gap size t, the blood passing through the blood outlet aperture 25A is further
decelerated until reaching the passage enlargement 281. Owing to the moderate decrease of velocity, the blood is
allowed to flow in a manner that does not significantly adversely affect a smooth flow, wherein the distribution of flow
velocity is relatively uniform along the blood passage 33, with a result that the pressure loss due to blood flow can be
suppressed.
[0147] Fig. 13 illustrates a fifth embodiment of an oxygenator. The following description primarily describes the differ-
ences between this embodiment and the first embodiment described above. Thus, features of the oxygenator which are
similar to those previously described are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed description of such
features is not repeated.
[0148] The oxygenator 1 of this embodiment is similar to that of the first embodiment except that the gas outlet hollow
fiber membrane layer 42 and the gas outlet port 29 are not present. That is, the bubble removal means 4 in this embodiment
is comprised of the filter member 41. In addition, no partitions 222, 232 are provided because of the absence of the gas
outlet port 29.
[0149] Fig. 14 depicts a sixth embodiment of the oxygenator. The description which follows primarily describes the
differences between this embodiment and the second embodiment described above. Thus, features of the oxygenator
which are similar to those previously described are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed description
of such features is not repeated.
[0150] The oxygenator 1’ according to this embodiment is similar to that of the second embodiment described above,
except that the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42 and the gas outlet port 29 are not present. That is, the bubble
removal means 4 used in this embodiment is comprised of the filter member 41. Also, no partitions 222, 232 are provided
due to the absence of the gas outlet port 29.
[0151] Figs. 15 and 16 illustrate a seventh embodiment of an oxygenator according to the invention. The following
description primarily describes differences between this embodiment and the third embodiment described above. Thus,
features of the oxygenator which are similar to those previously described are identified by the same reference numerals
and a detailed description of such features is not repeated.
[0152] The oxygenator 10" of this embodiment is similar to that of the third embodiment shown in Figs. 6-11, except
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that the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer 42, the gas outlet port 29 and the partitions 222, 232 are not present.
In addition, the passage enlargement is different in structure.
[0153] The bubble removal means 4 in this embodiment is comprised of the filter member 41. As noted, the gas outlet
hollow fiber membrane layer 42 and the gas outlet port 29 are not included. Also, no partitions 222, 232 are provided
because of the nonexistence of a gas outlet port 29. The filter member 41 should preferably closely contact the hollow
fiber membrane bundle 3A.
[0154] In this embodiment, a passage enlargement 282 is formed by a first enlargement 282A provided on an upstream
side and a second enlargement 282B following the first enlargement 282A at a downstream side. This arrangement can
help further prevent bubble from exiting out of the blood outlet port 28.
[0155] In the vicinity of the base of a blood outlet port 28, a groove (grooved recess) is formed axially along the inner
peripheral surface of a cylindrical housing body 21A as best shown in Fig. 16. In the illustrated embodiment, the groove
has a constant width. The groove constitutes the first enlargement 282A. In other words, the first enlargement 282A is
provided as a portion of the cylindrical housing body 21A where the inner diameter of the housing body 21A is partially
(locally) enlarged. The reason that the enlarged portion is preferably arranged along only a portion of the inner surface
of the housing body 21A is to restrain increasing the priming volume while still reducing the blood current speed.
[0156] The groove, constituting the first enlargement 282A, is preferably formed throughout the axial (longitudinal)
length of the cylindrical housing body 21A, i.e., over the entire axial extent of a blood outlet aperture 25A as shown in
Fig. 16. This is because the blood can be decelerated uniformly and positively at axial points in the blood outlet aperture
25A.
[0157] By virtue of the first enlargement 282A structured in this way, the blood outlet aperture 25A has an increased
gap size. That is, as compared to the first enlargement 282A not being present so that the gap size is represented by
t, the gap size t1 (corresponding to tmax of the fourth embodiment) where the first enlargement 282A is formed is greater
than the foregoing gap size t. It is preferable that the relationship of t1/t is approximately 1.05-12, more preferably
approximately 1.05-10. The relationship t1 - t is preferably approximately 0.05-20 mm, more preferably approximately
0.1-10 mm.
[0158] When t1/t or t1 - t is in the ranges mentioned above, a proper blood velocity decrease can be achieved by first
enlargement 282A, thus contributing to improving the effect of preventing bubbles from exiting out of the blood outlet
port 28.
[0159] The width (groove width) of the first enlargement 282A is not particularly limited. However, the first enlargement
282A has a width or chord length W (shown in Fig. 16) in its formed region as viewed laterally from the side where the
blood outlet port 28 of the cylindrical housing body 21A is formed (i.e., as viewed from below in Fig. 15 and as viewed
from the front in Fig. 16) that is preferably approximately 35-99% of the inner diameter of the cylindrical housing body
21A, more preferably approximately 45-75%. When the width W is within such numerical ranges, blood velocity decrease
can be properly made by the first enlargement 282A, thus contributing to the effect of preventing bubble from exiting out
of the blood outlet port 28.
[0160] The second enlargement 282B is similar to the passage enlargement 28 (passage enlargement 28 formed in
the base of the blood outlet port 28) of the third embodiment.
[0161] In the oxygenator 10" of this embodiment, the blood passes the through the hollow fiber bundle 3A and the
filter member 41A in that order and then enters the blood outlet aperture 25A. The blood flows in the blood outlet aperture
25A along its periphery and toward the first enlargement 282A, and flows into the first enlargement 282A where the
blood passage increases its width from t to t1. Thus, the blood is decreased in flow velocity. The blood, entering the first
enlargement 282A flows along the first enlargement 282A toward the lengthwise center thereof (toward the second
enlargement 282B), and flows into the second enlargement 282B. Here again, the blood is decelerated. Then, the blood
flows to the blood outlet port 28 and to the outside of the housing 2A.
[0162] The bubbles trapped by the filter member 41 enter into the inside lumen of the hollow fiber membranes of the
hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A through the multiplicity of pores formed in the hollow fiber membranes located close
to the filter member 41. The other embodiments (e.g., the fifth and sixth embodiments described above, and the eighth
and ninth embodiments described below) have the same bubble removal mechanism as this seventh embodiment.
[0163] Fig. 17 illustrates an eighth embodiment of an oxygenator. The description which follows primarily describes
the differences between this embodiment and the third embodiment described above. Thus, features of the oxygenator
which have already been described are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed description of such
features is not repeated.
[0164] The oxygenator 1 of this embodiment is similar to that of the third embodiment, except that the gas outlet hollow
fiber membrane layer 42A and the gas outlet port 29 are not present. That is, a filter member 41A is provided by contacting
its inner peripheral surface with the downstream surface of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A (closer to the blood
outlet). In this embodiment, the bubble removal means 4A is comprised of the filter member 41A.
[0165] In addition, this embodiment does not include the partitions 222, 232 because of the absence of the gas outlet
port 29.
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[0166] Fig. 18 depicts a ninth embodiment of an oxygenator. The description which follows primarily describes the
differences between this embodiment and the fourth embodiment described above. Thus, features of the oxygenator
which have already been described are identified by the same reference numerals and a detailed description of such
features is not repeated.
[0167] The oxygenator 10 in this embodiment is similar to that of the fourth embodiment, except that the gas outlet
hollow fiber membrane layer 42A and the gas outlet port 29 are not present. Namely, a filter member 41A is provided
by contacting its inner peripheral surface with the outer surface of a hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A, including the
downstream surface of the hollow fiber membrane bundle 3A (closer to the blood outlet portion). In this embodiment,
the bubble removal means 4A is comprised of the filter member 41A.
[0168] This embodiment does not include the partitions 222, 232 because of the absence of the gas outlet port 29.
[0169] Fig. 19 is an illustration of a tenth embodiment of an oxygenator as disclosed herein. The description which
follows primarily describes the differences between this embodiment and the seventh embodiment described above.
Thus, features of the oxygenator which have already been described are identified by the same reference numerals and
a detailed description of such features is not repeated.
[0170] The oxygenator 100 in this embodiment is similar to that of the seventh embodiment, except that instead of
including both a first enlargement and a second enlargement as in the seventh embodiment, this tenth embodiment
includes only the first enlargement.
[0171] The oxygenator has been described by way of the illustrated embodiments. However, the invention is not limited
to such embodiments because various elements constituting the oxygenator can be replaced with features or elements
capable of exhibiting the same or similar equivalent functions.
[0172] For example, different structures from those illustrated and described are appropriate for the structure or form
of the housing, including the heat exchanger housing, and the position and projecting direction of the gas inlet port, gas
outlet port, blood outlet port, blood inlet port, heating medium inlet port, heating medium outlet port, etc. The position of
the oxygenator in use (positional relationship of various elements relative to the vertical direction) is also not limited to
the illustrated position.
[0173] Below is a description of concrete examples of the oxygenator disclosed herein.

Example 1

[0174] Three types (models 1, 2 and 3) of oxygenators were fabricated according to the seventh embodiment shown
in Figs. 15 and 16, but differing from one another in the size of the cylindrical housing body (outer shell) and hollow fiber
membrane bundle. The constructions are detailed in Table 1. The oxygenator has an outer shell formed with a second
enlargement as a passage enlargement in a base of the blood outlet port as shown in Fig. 15, and a first enlargement
in a groove form extending lengthwise of the outer shell in the vicinity of the second enlargement in the inner peripheral
surface of the outer shell as shown in Fig. 16. The hollow fiber membranes used are those used in Capiox® RX25, RX15
and RX05 marketed by Terumo Kabushiki Kaisha. The hollow fiber membranes are wound around the core like the
Capiox RX25, RX15 and RX05.
[0175] The filter member is made of a hydrophilic sheet-formed mesh of polyester and having a thickness of 70 mm
and a mesh size of 40 mm.

Example 2

[0176] A fourth model (model 4) of oxygenator was fabricated according to the construction shown in Fig. 19 (tenth
embodiment). The construction is detailed in Table 1 below. The oxygenator has the first enlargement in a base of the
blood outlet port as shown in Fig. 19. The hollow fiber membranes forming the hollow fiber membrane bundle and the
filter member are similar to those of Example 1.

Comparative Example 1

[0177] As comparative examples, the oxygenators used were Capiox® RX25 (model 5), RX15 (model 6) and RX05
(model 7) marketed by Terumo Kabushiki Kaisha. A gas outlet fiber membrane layer and a filter member are absent.
As shown in Fig. 20, the outer shell has an inner peripheral surface having a tangential line coincident with the inner
surface of the blood outlet port. That is, in these Comparative Examples, a passage enlargement (second passage
enlargement) is not existent. A first passage enlargement also is absent. The construction of these Comparative Examples
is detailed in Table 1.
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Comparative Example 2

[0178] Another oxygenator (model 8) similar to that of Comparative Example 1 was fabricated, except that a filter
member the same in type as used in Example 1 was provided in the outer peripheral surface of the hollow fiber membrane
bundle. The oxygenator of Comparative Example 2 (model 5) has the conditions or characteristics shown in Table 1.

[Table 1]

[0179]

Table 1: Oxygenator Specification

Example 1 Example 
2

Comparative Example 1 Comparative 
Example 2

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 
RX25

Model 6 
RX15

Model 7 
RX05

Model 8

Inner diameter 
of oxygenator 
outer shell d
[mm]

108 107.5 75.56 108 108 107.5 75.56 108

Outermost 
diameter of 
hollow fiber 
membrane 
bundle D[mm]

105 105 73.8 105 105 105 73.8 105

Effective 
length of 
hollow fiber 
membrane L
[mm]

90 52 28 90 90 52 28 90

Presence/
absence of 
filter member

Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Present

Presence/
absence of 
passage 
enlargement 
(first 
enlargement/
second 
enlargement)

Present/ 
present

Present/ 
present

Present/ 
present

Present/ 
absent

Absent/ 
absent

Absent/ 
absent

Absent/ 
absent

Absent/ 
absent

Gap size 
between filter 
member (or 
hollow fiber 
membrane 
bundle) and 
outer shell 
inner 
peripheral 
surface t[mm]

1.5 1.25 0.88 1.5 1.5 1.25 0.88 1.5

the first 
enlargement 
t1 [mm]

2.75 2.75 1.88 2.75 1.5 1.25 0.88 1.5
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(continued)

Example 1 Example 
2

Comparative Example 1 Comparative 
Example 2

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 
RX25

Model 6 
RX15

Model 7 
RX05

Model 8

the second 
enlargement c 
[mm]

1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Passage area 
of the first 
enlargement 
(S=t13L)
[cm2]

2.48 1.43 0.53 2.48 1.35 0.65 0.25 1.35

Total flow rate 
of blood Q
(=Q1+Q2)
[mL/min]

7000 5000 1500 7000 7000 5000 1500 7000

Flow rate of 
blood through 
clearance 
(semicircular) 
Q1(=Q2)
[mL/min]

3500 2500 750 3500 3500 2500 750 3500

Mean blood 
velocity 
(=Q14S)
[cm/min]

1414 1748 1425 1414 2593 3846 3044 2593

Mesh size of 
Filter member 
[mm]

40 40 40 40 - - - 40

Distance 
between filter 
member (or 
hollow fiber 
membrane 
bundle) and 
blood outlet 
port t2 [mm]

3.75 3.75 2.88 2.75 1.5 1.25 0.88 1.5

Condition of the first enlargement

Gap size 
increment Δ t
(=t1-t) [mm]

1.25 1.5 1 1.25 - - - -

First 
enlargement 
width (chord 
length) W[mm]

66 66 37.5 66 - - - -
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Bubble removal Performance Test

[0180] The following bubble removal performance test was conducted on the oxygenators (models 1 - 8) of Examples
1 and 2, and Comparative Examples 1 and 2.
[0181] The oxygenators of models 1 - 8 were each incorporated into a blood extracorporeal circulation circuit to circulate
the blood of a test animal (cattle blood, hematocrit value = 35%, blood temperature = 37°C) at a flow rate shown in Table
3. In a position immediately preceding the blood inlet port of the oxygenator, bubbles different in size and form were put
into the blood. Using a bubble detector, measurement was made of the amount of bubbles in the blood flowing our of
the blood outlet port under the conditions shown below. The result is shown in Table 2.

Bubble detection time: 1 minute

[0182] Bubble count: the bubbles measured by the bubble detector were classified according to classes at a bubble-
size interval of 10 mm, to find the classified totals of bubbles.

[Table 2]

[0183]

[0184] As shown in Table 2, the oxygenators (models 1 - 4) in Examples 1 and 2 were observed to have a high bubble
removal performance. Particularly, the oxygenators (models 1 - 3) in Example 1, having a passage enlargement formed
by the first and second enlargements, possesses an extremely high bubble removal performance in which no bubbles,
regardless of bubble size, were observed at the blood outlet port.
[0185] It is to be recognized that the principles, embodiments and modes of operation have been described in the
foregoing specification, but the invention which is intended to be protected is not to be construed as limited to the

(continued)

Condition of the first enlargement

First 
enlargement 
depth (length 
longitudinal of 
outer shell) 
[mm]

90 52 28 90 - - - -

Table 2 : Bubble Performance Test (Bubble count detected by bubble detector) [unit: bubble count]

Model Flow rate of blood Q 
[mL/min]

Bubble size [mm]

41 - 
50

51 - 
60

61 - 
70

71 - 
80

81 - 
90

91 - 
100

Example 1 Model 1 7000 0 0 0 0 0 0

Model 2 5000 0 0 0 0 0 0

Model 3 1500 0 0 0 0 0 0

Example 2 Model 4 7000 1 0 0 0 0 0

Comparative 
example 1

Model 5 
RX25

7000 32 56 34 9 1 0

Model 6 
RX15

5000 61 40 15 3 0 0

Model 7 
RX05

1500 106 72 44 27 5 0

Comparative 
example 2

Model 8 7000 13 9 7 3 0 0
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particular embodiments disclosed. Further, the embodiments described herein are to be regarded as illustrative rather
than restrictive. Variations and changes may be made by others, and equivalents employed, without departing from the
scope of the present invention. Accordingly, it is expressly intended that all such variations, changes and equivalents
which fall within the scope of the present invention as defined in the claims, be embraced thereby.

Claims

1. An oxygenator (1) comprising:

a housing (2) having an interior;
a blood inlet port (51) in the housing (2) through which blood is adapted to flow, the blood inlet port (51) opening
to outside the housing (2) and communicating with the interior of the housing (2) to introduce the blood into the
interior of the housing (2);
a hollow fiber membrane bundle (3) positioned in the interior of the housing (2) and comprised of a multiplicity
of integrated hollow fiber membranes configured to subject the blood introduced into the housing (2) to gas
exchange;
the hollow fiber membranes each possessing a lumen extending between opposite ends of the hollow fiber
membrane forming a gas passage (32) for passage of gas;
a gas inlet port (26) in the housing (2) through which gas is adapted to flow, the gas inlet port (26) opening to
outside the housing (2) and communicating with the gas passages of the hollow fiber membranes to introduce
the gas into the gas passages;
a blood outlet port (28) in the housing (2) through which blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange
is adapted to flow, the blood outlet port (28) opening to outside the housing (2) and communicating with the
interior of the housing (2) to discharge from the housing (2) the blood which has been subjected to the gas
exchange; a bubble removal means (4) comprising
a filter member (41) positioned at a side of the hollow fiber membrane bundle (3) closer to the blood outlet port
and constructed to catch bubbles in the blood which has been subjected to the gas exchange, wherein the
bubble removal means is in contact with an outer surface of the hollow fiber membrane bundle (3) and covers
substantially all of the outer downstream surface of the hollow fiber membrane bundle (3),
wherein
the housing (2) of the oxygenator is comprised of a housing body (21) which is cylindrical or rectangular in
cross-section and a passage enlargement (281) is provided around the blood outlet port (28) closer to the
cylindrical or rectangular housing body (21) around the upstream end of the blood outlet port,
the passage enlargement (281) is located downstream of the filter (3), characterized in that the bubble removal
means (4) further comprises a gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer (42) arranged upstream of the filter
member (41), and
the bubbles caught by the filter member (41) are removed by the gas outlet hollow fiber membrane layer (42)
located upstream of the filter member (41).

2. An oxygenator (1) according to Claim 1, wherein the passage enlargement (281) is provided as a region where the
passage increases in cross-sectional area relative to the blood outlet port.

3. An oxygenator (1) according to Claim 1, wherein the filter member (41A) has hydrophilicity.

4. An oxygenator (1) according to Claim 1, wherein the filter member (41 A) is in a mesh form.

5. An oxygenator (1) according to Claim 4, wherein the filter member (41 A) has a mesh size of 50 mm or smaller.

Patentansprüche

1. Oxygenator (1), umfassend:

ein Gehäuse (2) mit einem Innenraum;
eine Bluteintrittsöffnung (51) in dem Gehäuse (2), die so eingerichtet ist, dass Blut hindurchfließt, wobei sich
die Bluteintrittsöffnung (51) nach außerhalb des Gehäuses (2) hin öffnet und mit dem Inneren des Gehäuses
(2) in Verbindung steht, um das Blut in das Innere des Gehäuses (2) einzuleiten;
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ein Hohlfasermembranbündel (3), das im Inneren des Gehäuses (2) angeordnet ist und aus einer Vielzahl von
integrierten Hohlfasermembranen besteht, die konfiguriert sind, um das in das Gehäuse (2) eingeleitete Blut
einem Gasaustausch zu unterziehen;
wobei die Hohlfasermembranen jeweils ein Lumen besitzen, das sich zwischen gegenüberliegenden Enden
der Hohlfasermembran erstreckt, wobei es einen Gasdurchlass (32) für den Durchgang von Gas bildet;
eine Gaseintrittsöffnung (26) in dem Gehäuse (2), die so eingerichtet ist, dass Gas hindurchfließt, wobei sich
die Gaseintrittsöffnung (26) nach außerhalb des Gehäuses (2) hin öffnet und mit den Gasdurchlässen der
Hohlfasermembranen in Verbindung steht, um das Gas in die Gasdurchlässe einzuleiten;
eine Blutaustrittsöffnung (28) in dem Gehäuse (2), die so eingerichtet ist, dass das Blut, das dem Gasaustausch
unterworfen wurde, hindurchfließt, wobei sich die Blutaustrittsöffnung (28) nach außerhalb des Gehäuses (2)
hin öffnet und mit dem Inneren des Gehäuses (2) in Verbindung steht, um das Blut, welches dem Gasaustausch
unterworfen wurde, aus dem Gehäuse (2) abzugeben;
eine Blasenentfernungseinrichtung (4), die ein Filterelement (41) aufweist, das an einer Seite des Hohlfaser-
membranbündels (3) näher an der Blutaustrittsöffnung angeordnet und so konstruiert ist, dass es Blasen in
dem Blut auffängt, welches dem Gasaustausch unterworfen wurde, wobei die Blasenentfernungseinrichtung
mit einer Außenfläche des Hohlfasermembranbündels (3) in Kontakt steht und im Wesentlichen die gesamte
stromabwärtige Außenfläche des Hohlfasermembranbündels (3) bedeckt,
wobei das Gehäuse (2) des Oxygenators aus einem Gehäusekörper (21) besteht, der im Querschnitt zylindrisch
oder rechteckig ist, und eine Durchtrittsvergrößerung (281) um die Blutaustrittsöffnung (28) herum vorgesehen
ist, die näher an dem zylindrischen oder rechteckigen Gehäusekörper (21) rund um das stromaufwärtige Ende
der Blutaustrittsöffnung liegt,
wobei die Durchtrittsvergrößerung (281) stromabwärts von dem Filter (3) angeordnet ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Blasenentfernungseinrichtung (4) ferner eine Gasaustritts-Hohlfasermem-
branschicht (42) aufweist, die stromaufwärts des Filterelements (41) angeordnet ist, und
die durch das Filterelement (41) aufgefangenen Blasen durch die Gasaustritts-Hohlfasermembranschicht (42),
die stromaufwärts von dem Filterelement (41) angeordnet ist, entfernt werden.

2. Oxygenator (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Durchtrittsvergrößerung (281) als ein Bereich vorgesehen ist, in dem
der Durchgang relativ zur Blutaustrittsöffnung im Querschnitt zunimmt.

3. Oxygenator (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Filterelement (41A) hydrophile Eigenschaften aufweist.

4. Oxygenator (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Filterelement (41A) in einer Maschenform vorliegt.

5. Oxygenator (1) nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Filterelement (41A) eine Maschenweite von 50 mm oder kleiner aufweist.

Revendications

1. Oxygénateur (1) comprenant :

un boîtier (2) comprenant une partie intérieure ;
un orifice d’entrée de sang (51) prévu dans le boîtier (2) à travers lequel le sang est adapté pour s’écouler,
l’orifice d’entrée de sang (51) débouchant sur l’extérieur du boîtier (2) et communiquant avec l’intérieur du boîtier
(2) pour introduire le sang à l’intérieur du boîtier (2) ;
un faisceau de membranes à fibres creuses (3) placé à l’intérieur du boîtier (2) et composé d’une multiplicité
de membranes à fibres creuses intégrées conçues pour soumettre le sang introduit dans le boîtier (2) à un
échange gazeux ;
les membranes à fibres creuses possédant chacune une lumière qui s’étend entre des extrémités opposées
de la membrane à fibres creuses en formant un passage de gaz (32) pour le passage de gaz ;
un orifice d’entrée de gaz (26) prévu dans le boîtier (2) à travers lequel le gaz est adapté pour circuler, l’orifice
d’entrée de gaz (26) débouchant sur l’extérieur du boîtier (2) et communiquant avec les passages de gaz des
membranes à fibres creuses pour introduire le gaz dans les passages de gaz ;
un orifice de sortie de sang (28) prévu dans le boîtier (2) à travers lequel le sang qui a été soumis à l’échange
gazeux est adapté pour s’écouler, l’orifice de sortie de sang (28) débouchant sur l’extérieur du boîtier (2) et
communiquant avec l’intérieur du boîtier (2) pour évacuer du boîtier (2) le sang qui a été soumis à l’échange
gazeux ;
un moyen d’élimination de bulles (4) comprenant un élément filtrant (41) placé au niveau d’un côté du faisceau
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de membranes à fibres creuses (3) qui est plus proche de l’orifice de sortie de sang et conçu pour piéger des
bulles dans le sang qui a été soumis à l’échange gazeux, où le moyen d’élimination de bulles est en contact
avec une surface extérieure du faisceau de membranes à fibres creuses (3) et couvre sensiblement la totalité
de la surface aval extérieure du faisceau de membranes à fibres creuses (3),
où le boîtier (2) de l’oxygénateur est constitué d’un corps de boîtier (21) qui est de section transversale cylindrique
ou rectangulaire et un élargissement de passage (281) est prévu autour de l’orifice de sortie de sang (28) plus
près du corps de boîtier cylindrique ou rectangulaire (21) autour de l’extrémité amont de l’orifice de sortie de sang,
l’élargissement de passage (281) est situé en aval du filtre (3),
caractérisé en ce que le moyen d’élimination de bulles (4) comprend en outre une couche de membrane à
fibres creuses de sortie de gaz (42) située en amont de l’élément filtrant (41), et les bulles piégées par l’élément
filtrant (41) sont éliminées par la couche de membrane à fibres creuses de sortie de gaz (42) située en amont
de l’élément filtrant (41).

2. Oxygénateur (1) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’élargissement de passage (281) est prévu comme une région
où le passage présente une superficie de section transversale augmentée par rapport à l’orifice de sortie de sang.

3. Oxygénateur (1) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’élément filtrant (41A) est hydrophile.

4. Oxygénateur (1) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’élément filtrant (41A) est en forme de tamis.

5. Oxygénateur (1) selon la revendication 4, dans lequel l’élément filtrant (41A) a une maille de tamis inférieure ou
égale à 50 mm.
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